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Tlie  IVarrant  for  holding  the  Court j  together  with  the 
charges  against  General  JVhitelocke^  were  read  by  the 


Judge  Advocate. 


GEORGE  R. 

Whereas  it  hath  hccn  most  humbly  represented  unto  us,  that  the 
following  charges  have  been  exhibited  against  LieuU*nant-Gcnerai 
John  Whitelocke,  Colonel  of  our  Eighty-ninth  Regiment  of  Foot,  viz. 

First  Charge. — ^That  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  hav- 
ing received  instructions  from  his  Majesty^s  principal  Secretary 
ot  State  to  proceed  for  the  reduction  of  the  pro>  ince  of  Buenos 
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AyreS)  pursued  measures  ill  calculated  to  facilitate  that  conquest  ? 
tliat  when  the  Spaiiiib  Commander  had  $hown  such  symptoms 
of  a  disposition  to  treat,  as  to  express  a  desire  to  communicate 
with  Major-General  Gower,  the  second  in  command,  upon  the 
subject  of  terms,  the  said  Lieutenant-General  Whitelpcke  did 
return  a  message,  in  which  he  demanded,  amongst  other  articles, 
the  surrender  of  all  persons  holding  civil  offices  in  the  go- 
vernment of  Buenos  Ayres,  as  prisoners  of  war :  that  the  said 
Lieutenant-General  Wnitelocke  in  makiug  such  an  offensive 
and  unusual  demand,  tending  to  exasperate  the  inhabitants  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  to  produce  and  encourage  a  spirit  of  resistance 
to  his  Majesty's  arms,  to  exclude  the  hope  of  amicable  accom^ 
modation,  and  to  increase  tlie  difficulties  of  the  service  with 
which  he  was  intrusted,  acted  in  a  manner  unbecoming  his 
duty  as  an  officer,  prejudicial  to  miUtary  discipline,  and  contrary 
to  the  Articles  of  War. 

Second  Charge. — That  the  said  Lieutenant-General  White* 
locke,  after  the  landing  of  the  troops  at  luisenada,  and  during 
the  march  from  thence  to  the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres,  did  not 
make  the  military  arrangements  best  calculated  to  ensure  the 
success  of  his  operations  against  the  town,  and  that  having 
known,  previously  to  his  attack  upon  the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres 
upon  the  5th  July  1B07,  a£  appears  from  his  public  dispatcn  of 
the  ibth  of  July,  that  the  enemy  meant  to  occupy  the  flat  roofs 
of  the  houses,  he  did  nevertheless,  in  the  said  attack,  divide  his 
forces  into  several  brigades  and  parts,  and  ord^lred  the  whole  to 
be  unloaded,  and  no  firing  to  be  permitted  on  apy  account ; 
and,  under  this  order,  to  march  into  the  principal  streets  of  the 
town  unprovided  with  proper  andsufficient  means  for  forcing 
the  barricadoes,  whereby  the  troops  were  unnecessarily  exposed 
to  destruction,  without  the  possibility  of  making  effectual  oj[^- 
aition ;  such  conduct  betraying  great  professional  incapacity 
on  the  part  of  the  said  Lieutenant-General  Wbitclocke,  tending 
to  lessen  the  confidence  of  the  troops  in  the  judgement  of  their 
officers,  being  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  his  Majesty's  arms^ 
contrary  to  his  duty  as  an  officer,  prejudicial  to  good  order  ^nd 
military  discipUne,  and  contrary  to  the  Articles  of  War. 

Third  Charge. — That  the  said  Lieutenant-General  did  not 
make,  although  it  was  in  Iiis  power,  any  effectual  attempt,  by 
his  own  personal  exertion  or  otlierwise,  to  co-operate  with,  or 
support,  the  different  divisions  of  the  anny  under  his  command^ 
when  engaged  with  the  cncniv  intlie  streets  of  Buenos  Ayres  on 
.the  5th  of  July  1807  ;  whereTby  those  troops,  after  having  en^ 
countered  and  surmounted  a  const^mt  and  well  directed  fire,  an4 
having  eflected  the  purport  of  their  orders,  were  left  without 
aid  and  support,  or  further  orders,  and  considerable  detachments 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Duff  and  Brigadier-General  Craufurd 
were  thereby  compelled  to  surrender;  such  conduct  ou  thepaft 


of  the  said  Licuteuaut- General  Whitelocke  tending  to  the  die- 
fieat  and  dishonour  of  bis  Majesty's  arms,  to  lessen  the  confidence 
of  tlie  troops  in  tlie  skill  and  courage  of  their  officers,  being  un» 
becomiug  and  disgraceful  to  his  character  as  an  officer,  prejudi-^ 
cial  to  good  order  and  military  discipline,  and  contrary  to  the 
Articles  of  War. 

Fourth  Charge. — ^Thatthe  said  Lieutenant-GeneralWhite- 
locke,  subsequent  to  the  attack  upon  the  town  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  at  a  time  when  the  troops  under  his  command 
were  in  possession  of  posts  on  each  flank  of  the  town^  and  of 
the  principal  arsenal,  with  a  communication  open  to  the  fleet, 
and  naving  an  effective  force  of  upwards  of  2000  men,  did  enter 
into^  and  finally  conclude,  a  treaty  with  the  enemy,  whereby  he 
acknowledges  m  the  public  dispatch  of  the  10th  of  July  1807 — > 
**  That  he  resolved  to  forego  the  advantages  which  the  bravery 
*'  of  his  troops  had  obtained,  and  which  advantages  had  cost  him 
*^  about  2300  men  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners;'*  and 
by  such  treaty  he  unnecessarily  and   shamefully  surrend- 
ered all  such  advantages,  totally  evacuated  the  town  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  consented  to  deliver,  and  did  shamefully  abandon 
and  deliver,  up  to  the  enemy  the  strong  fortress  of  Monte 
Video,  which  had  been  committed  to  his  charge,  and  which,  at 
the  period  of  the  treaty  and  abandonment,  was  well  and  suf* 
ficiently  garrisoned  and  provided  i^inst  attack,  and  which  was 
not,  at  such  period,  in  a  state  ot   blockade  or   siege;   such 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  said  Lieutenant-Geueral  Whitelocke 
tending  to  the  dishonour  of  his  Majesty's  arms,  and  being  con* 
traiy  to  his  duty  as  an  officer,  prejudicial  to  good  order  and 
military  discipline,  and  contrary  to  the  Articles  of  War. 

Which  charges  wc  have  thought  fit  should  be  inquired  into  by  a 
General  Court  Martial.     Our  will  and  pleasure  iherefore  is,  that  a 
General  Court  Martial  be  forthwith  hold  on  this  occasion,  which  is 
to  consist  of  our  right,  trusty,  and  wcll-bclovc<l  councillor  Sir  William 
Medows,  Knight  of  the  most  Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  General 
in  our  Army,  and  Colonel  in  our  Seventh  (or  Princess  Royal's)  regi- 
ment of  Dragoon  Guards,  whom  we  appoint  President  thereof,  and  of  a 
sufficient  number  of  other  officers  of  competent  rank  and  quality,  who 
can  be  conveniently  summoned  to  attend  the  same.     And  you  are  to 
order  the  Provost  Alursiial  General  of  our  I'orces,  or  bis  Deputy,  to 
give  notice  to  the  said  President  and  Officers,  and  all  others  whom  it 
.  lAuy  concern,  when  and  where  the  said  Court  Martial  is  to  bo  hold,  and 
to  summon  such  witnesses  as  may  be  ahle  to  give  testimony  touching 
the  changes  above  speciiiod  ;  the  said  Provost  Marshal  General  and  his 
Deputy  being  hereby  required  to  obey  your  orders,  and  give  their  at- 
tendance where  it  shall  be  requisite.     And  we  do  hereby  authorize  and 
empower  the  said  General  Court  Martial  to  hear  and  e.xamine  nil  such 
jnacters  and  informations  as  shall  be  brought  before  them,  touchiu&<  the 
charges  against  the  said  Lieutenant- General  John  Whitelocke  as  alWt- 
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said,  and  to  proceed  in  the  trial  and  in  giving  sentence  according  t<» 
the  rules  of  military  discipline.  And  for  so  doing,  this  shall  be,  as  well 
to  you  as  to  the  General  Court  Martial  and  all  others  whom  it  may 
concern  a  sufficient  Warrant. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's,  this  Twenty-fifth  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1808,  in  the  Forty-eighth  Year  of  our  Reign. 

By  his  Majesty's  command, 

(Signed)  HAWKESBURY. 

To  our  right,  trusty,  and  well-beloved 
Councillor,  the  Honourable  Richard 
Ryder,  Judge  Advocate  General  of 
our  Forces,  or  his  Deputy. 

■ 

Judge  Advocate. — Have  you  an  objection  to  any  of  the 
General  Officers  ? 

lAeutenant-General  JVhitclocke. — No. 

The  several  Members  of  the  Court  Martial  sicorn. 

The  witnesses  on  both  sides  desired  to  zeithdrarc. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  beg  leave  to  mention,  on  the  part 
of  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  a  request  which  he 
desires  to  make  to  the  Court,  that  he  may  be  i)ermittcd  to 
have  the  assistance  of  the  Adjutant-Ciciierai  and  tlie 
Quarter- Master-General  of  the  forces  belonging  to  the  ex- 
pedition under  his  command,  conceiving  their  assistance 
may  be  useful  to  him ;  that  unquestionably  it  cannot  be 
necessary  for  me  to  state  to  the  Court  that  the  evidence 
of  those  witnesses  must  be  very  material  for  the  prosecu- 
■"tion,  and  that,  in  order  to  comply  with  Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Whitelocke's  request,  it  will  be  necessary  to  consider 
those  gentlemen  as  excepted  from  tlie  general  rule  of  pre- 
cluding the  witnesses  on  both  sides  from  being  present 
during  tlie  examination  of  other  witnesses.  If  the  Court 
accede  to  that  request,  they  will  be  of  course  excepted  : 
it  is  a  point  for  the  Court  to  decide. 

The  Court  cleared, 

w 

y/zt'  Cou?'t  resumed. 

President. —  The  Court  cannot  accede  to  General 
Whitelocke's  request;  but  they  are  of  opinion  that  Lieute- 
nant-General \\'hitelocke  will  be  at  liberty  to  call  those 
gentlemen  as  often  as  he  thinks  proper.  I  understanti 
that  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Court. 
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JLicutamnt-Gencral  JVhiulockc  pkadtd  Not  Guilly. 

Judge  Advocate. — General  Sir  William  Medows  and 
General  Officers  of  the  Court  Martial,  altliough  you  are 
met  together  upon  the  most  important  occasion,  in  themU 
litary  history  of  tliis  country,  that  ever  called  for  inquiry 
of  a  nature  like  the  present,  I  shidl  not  detain  you  long  in 
opening  these  charges.     The  suhject  is  too  painful  for  un- 
necessary details,  and  the  events  are  too  recent  and  too 
deeply  impressed  upon  the  memory  and.  the  feehngs  of 
every  man,  to  require  that  I  should  take  up  much  of  your 
time  in  this  stage  of  the  proceeding.     It  is  needless  to  tell 
you  that  the  expedition  under  the  command  of  Deutenant- 
General  Whitelocke,  which  was  considered,  in  the  opinion 
at  least  of  those  who  planned  it,  as  more  than  sufficient 
in  point  of  force  to  accomplish  its  ohject,  the  reduction  of 
the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres,  has  totally  failed  ;  ^  that  it 
failed  witli  the  lamentahle  loss  of  a  great  proportion  of 
the  gallant  army  engaged  in  it;  tliat  it  failed  not  only  of 
Bccomplfehing  its  oQect,  but  that  it  ended  in  the  absolute 
surrender  of  those  valuable  advantages  whicli  the  valour 
of  British  troops  under  another  couMuander  had  previ- 
ously acquired  in  the  important  post  of  Monte  Video. 
Bj  this  most  unfortunate  event,  all  the  hopes  have  been 
defeated  which  had  been  justly  and  generally  entcntained, 
of  discovering  new   markets  for  our   manufactures,   of 
giving  a  wider  scope  to  tlie  spirit  and  enterprise  of  our 
merchants^   of  opening  new    sources   of  treasure,    and 
new  fields  for  exertion  in  supplying  either  the  rude  wants 
of  countries  emerging  from  barbarism,  or  the  artificial  and 
increasing  demands  of  luxury  and   refinement,  in  those 
"remote  quarters  of  the  globe.     Important  as  these  objects 
must  be  at  all  times  to  this  country,  the  state  of  Europe, 
and  the  attempts  tliat  have  been  daily  making  to  exclude 
us  from  our  accustomed  intercourse  with  tlie  Continent, 
have  added  to  the  importance  of  those  objects,  and  to  the 
disappointment  of  those  hopes.     The  disappointment  has 
been  cruelly   imbittered   by  the  disgrace  which  such  a 
failure,  under  all  the  circumstances,  has  attaciied  to  the 
British  arms.     The  diminution  of  our  military  fame  must 
be  felt  at  all  times  as  a  great  national  calamity,  but  at  no 
period  so  severely  as  in  this  crisis  of  the  world,  when  our 


'military  character  lias  become  more  essential  than  ever, 
not  merely  for  our  honour  or  pur  glory,  but  for  the  inde- 
pendence, the  liberties,  the  existence  of  Great  Britain. 
It  is,  however,  a  great  consolation,  that  whatever  may 
have  been*  the  stain  which  our  military  renown  has  re- 
ceived, the  conduct  of  the  troops  has  had  no  share  in  pro- 
ducing it.     I  believe,  the  more  this  attack  of  the  5tti  of 
July  is  examined,  tlie  more  clearly  it  will  be  found  tliat 
no  troops  ever  showed  more  courage;  that  no  officers 
(witli  tlie  exception  of  whatever  may  turn  out  to  be  con- 
nected witli  the  subject  of  tliese  charges,  and  I  hope  the 
result  of  this  inquiry  may  prove  the  exception  to  be  un- 
deserved), but,  with  that  exception,  that  no  officers  ever  dis- 
played more  zeal,  more  conduct,  more  devotion  of  them- 
selves to  the  common  cause  in  the  course  of  the  most  tri- 
umphant engagement,  than  was  displayed  by  the  J)ritish 
officers  through  the  whole  of  that  destructive  day.     Under 
tlie  pressure  of  tliis  heavy  public  misfortune,  aggravated, 
as  it  has  been,  by  the  accumulated  weight  of  all  the  consi- 
derations to  which  I  have  alluded,  the  propriety,  tlic  ne- 
cessity of  this  inquiry,  would  of  itself  be  sufficiently  ob- 
vious and  indispensable.     The  country  has  a  right  to 
know  to  what  cause  this  unexampled  disaster  is  to  be  at- 
tributed.    But  if  it  was  due  to  the  public  to  institute  this 
prosecution,  it  was  no  less  due  to  Greneral  Whitelocke 
himself.     The  repoits  to  his  prejudice  which  have  been  in 
general  circulation,  which  have  survived  the  first  impres- 
sions of  public  sorrow  produced  by  the  catastrophe  in 
South  America,  when  it  is  perhaps  the  first  and  natural 
impulse  of  the  human  mind  to  find  an  object  on  which  to 
attach  blame ;  but  the  reports  which  are  still  so  prevalent 
would  have  made  it  the  duty  of  his  Majesty *s  Ministers* 
injustice  to  General  Whitelocke,  to  advise  his  Majesty  to 
institute  this  inquiry.     I  must  bgg,  however,  to  be  under- 
stood, that  in  adverting  to  those  repoits,  I  advert  to  them 
merely  to  prove  that  this  Court  Martial  is  not  more  es- 
sential for  the  public  satisfaction,  than  it  is  necessary  for 
General  Whitelocke,     So  far  from  wishing  to  bring  Uiose 
reports  forward  in  aid  of  this  prosecution,  that,  it  I  was 
pot  afiraid  of  insulting  your  honourable  feelings  by  appear- 
ing to  harbour  a  doubt  where  I  can  have  none,  I  woulc^ 
tnxiously  iiiip)ore  you  to  dismiss  from  your  minds  every 


thing  y6u  have  heard  upon  this  unfortunate  business; 
every  impi'ession,  every  prejudice  ycu  may  have  your* 
selves  entertained,  and  to  come,  to  the  inquiry,  as  you  do, 
free  from  all  preconceived  opinions,  and  determined  to 
decide  upon  the  merits  of  this  case  as  they  appear  upoti 
the  face  of  the  transactions  themselves,  coupled  with  tht 
evidence  that  you  will  have  the  opportunity  of  examining. 
So  far  from  wishmg  to  press  those  reports  into  the  service 
of  this  prosecution^  that  if  I  did  not  know  it  to  be  unne- 
cessary, I  would  most  earnestly  enforce  General  White- 
locke^s  just  claim  to  be  protected,  by  your  consciences  and 
your  oaths,  against  the  eftbcts  of  them.   But  it  is  not  upon 
reports  that  tiiese  charges  are  founded :  tliey  rest  upon 
better  evidence.      They  are  taken,  not  from  idle  talk  or 
vain  rumour,  but  the  orders  and  dispatches  of  Geheral 
Whitelocke  himself      There  is  not  a  fact  alleged  against 
him  which  is  not  derived  from  his  authoritv.     The  cha- 
racter  assigned  to  tliese  facts  doed,  indeed,  involve  impu- 
tations of  the  most  grave  and  serious  nature ;  but  the  facts 
themselves  are  founded  upon  his  own  account  of  his  omu 
conduct :  so  much  so,  that  I  might  be  well  wantmted  in 
Amtenting  myself,  on  the  part  of  tlie  public,  with  laying 
the  orders  and  the  dispatches  of  General  Whitelocke  be- 
fcre  you  as  documents,  of  themselves,  and  without  any 
oflier  evidence,  abundantly  sufficient  to  call  upon  him  for 
his  defence.    He  is  his  own  accuser :— he  has  furrtished  the 
strongest  testimony  against  himself.     Whether  tliat  testi-^ 
mony  will  be  contradicted  or  confirmed  ;  whether  the  cha* 
nurter  given  in  tliese  charges  will  be  justified  or  disproved! 
by  the  evidence  whom  I  shall  call,  I  have  had  no  means* 
of  knowing.     If  a  private  prosecution  had  come  forward^ 
as  more  usually  happens,  he  would  have  been  able  by  pre- 
vious communications,  aided  by  his  local  knowledge,  to 
jwve  told  yon  what  the  facts  were  which  each  witness  had 
it  in  his  power  to  ascertain,  and  how  tliose  facts  applied 
to  the  charges.     The  ends  of  justice,  however,  will  b* 
equally  obtained  by  this  mode  of  proceeding,  which,  from 
particular  circumstances  obvious  to  all,  became  unavoid- 
able; but  I  am  afraid  they  will  be  obtained  at  the  expense 
of  more  of  your  time  and  trouble  than  would  otherwise 
have  been  necessary,     liut  though  upon  your  account  I 
nay  regret  the  absence  of  those  advantages,  there,  is  one 


point  of  view  in  which  it  is  wholly  immaterial ;  for  was  I 
convinced  that  every  one  of  the  witnesses  whom  I  have 
summoned  to  attend  you  was  possessed  of  facts  tending 
to  give  a  favourable  impression  to  General  Whitelocke's 
conduct,  I  should  think  it  as  much  my  duty,  standing  in 
the  situation  in  which  I  have  the  honour  to  address  you, 
to  tender  them  to  you  for  examination,  as  if  I  knew  that 
their  evidence  would  corroborate  every  instance  of  mis- 
conduct imputed  to  him.  The  object,  tlie  only  object,  of 
this  inquiry  is,  as  it  ought  to  be,  that  this  business  should 
1)6  sifted  by  you  to  the  bottom,  and  that  justice  may  be 
done.  It  is  with  that  view  that  I  have  summoned  all  the 
General  Officers  connected  with  the  expedition ;  all  their 
staff,  all  tiie  officers  who  were  eitlier  originally  in  the  com- 
Dfiand  of  divisions,  or  who  succeeded  to  such  command;  the 
Quarter-Master-General,  the  Adjutant-General,  the  Com- 
missariat, the  Admiral,  the  Captain  superintending  the 
naval  operations,  the  Lieutenant  of  tlie  gun-boats ;  in  short, 
every  officer  who,  from  his  situation,  from  the  peculiar  na- 
t<Mre  of  his  duty,  or  from  any  other  circumstances,  appeared 
Ukely  to  throw  any  light  upon  the  subject.  And  if  it  should 
appear  to  you,  in  the  course  of  this  inquiry,  tliat  there  are 
still  other  oncers  not  summoned  whose  evidence  may  be 
thought  material,  there  is  no  Member  of  this  Court  who 
HKOuJd  feel  more  anxious  than  I  shall  that  your  judgements 
should  be  suspended  till  tliat  additional  testimony  can  be 
obtained.  It  is  with  tiie  same  view,  and  in  tlie  same 
spirit,  that  I  shall  follow  tiie  example  of  my  predecessors, 
j^  abstaining,  -in  this  stage  of  the  proceeding,  from  an^ 
^etailqd  statement  of  this  case.  After  the  evidence  is 
9)qs^,  if  it  should  be  necessary,  I  shall  have  another  op- 
portunity of  addressing  you.  In  the  mean  time,  tiie  charges 
VfX]uire  no  comment  or  explanation  :  they  are  sufficientiy 
pointed  and  specific.  They  speak  for  themselves.  I  have 
4mly  tq  wish  that  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  General 
Whitelpcke  to  explain  away,  or  to  refute  them. 

'   JUeiitenant'General  JVkUelockes    military  commission 
read.    (Se^Appttid'iv.No.  1.) 

^*  Lientemnt-irenerai  WhiUlockes  civil  appoinUnent  read, 
tike  Appeni&f^  No.  2. ) 

y.J^^c  Adooc^f. — rThe  next  piece  of  evidence  tiiat  I 


shall  pr6duceisy  the  military  instructions  Lieutenant-Oc- ' 
neral  Whitelocke  received  from  the  Commander  in  Chief. 
It  was  read.     (Set  JppendLv^  No.  3.) 

Judge  Advocate.-^The  next  piece  of  evidence  that  I 
shall  offer  is,  General  Whitelocke's  instructions  of  the 
5th  of  March  1 807- 

It  was  read.     (Sec  Appendix^  No.  4.) 

Judge  Advocate. — I  ought  to  state  to  the  Court,  tliat 
tlie  papers  I  have  already  given  in,  for  the  present,  are  all 
read  from  certified  copies;  and  I  liave  liad  notice  from 
General  Whitelocke,  that  he  has  no  objection  to  those 
certified  copies  being  read. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  that  I  shnll  offer  is,  Genera) 
Whitelocke's  public  letter  to  •\Ir.  Windham,  of  which  a 
certified  copy  must  be  read. 

General  iVhitelockes  dispatch  read.  (See  Appendix^ 
No.  5.) 

Judge  Advocate. — The  next  piece  of  evidence  is  a  pri- 
vate dispatch  from  General  Whitelocke  to  Air.  Whidham. 

General  IFhitelocke. — That  is  incorrect ;  it  is  not  a  pri- 
vate dispatch. 

Judge  Advocate. — General  \\'hitclocke  says  it  is  not  a 
private  dispatch.  1  think  I  have  understood,  that  when 
two  dispatches  arrive  together,  it  is  a  matter  of  courtesy 
to  send  that  which  is  marked  private  to  the  individual  to 
whom  it  is  addressed,  though  he  may  no  longer  hold  tlie 
official  situation  the  writer  supposed  him  to  possess,  and 
I  believe,  in  fact,  that  that  which  is  stated  to  be  the  private 
dispatch  addressed  to  Air.  Windham  was  sent  to  Mr. 
Windham,  though  he  no  longer  continued  in  the  office 
of  Secretary  of  State  for  the  \Var  Department,  wliich  he 
held  at  tlie  time  General  Whitelocke  lelt  Eno:land. 

It  was  read.     (See  Appendli\  No.  6'.) 

Judge  Advocate. — Having  now  arrived  at  the  end  of  all 
the  written  evidence  that  I  tliink  necessary  to  produce,  Ik?- 
fore  I  come  to  the  oral  tcbtimony,  it  becomes  important  for 
the  Court  to  consider  what  course  they  will  adopt  in  thepror 
gress  of  this  inquiry.  Tiiere  are  two  wJiich  obviously  present 
themselves ;  eitlier  to  proceed  upon  the  evidence  charge 
b]y  charge,  in  which  case,  the  Court  will  observe,  I  shall  l>e 
under  the  necessity  of  calling  back  tlie  same  witnesses  pro 
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bably  four  times  ;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  Court  may 
feel  some  difficulty  in  separating  the  evidence  applicable  to 
each  charge,  as  some  of  the  charges  are  so  connected,  that 
the  evidence  of  tlie  officers  called  upon  one  charge,  will  na- 
turally, and  almost  unavoidably,  run  into  facts  which  apply 
to  another.  There  is  another  course  of  proceeding,  which 
I  think  it  ri2;lit  to  submit  to  the  Court  for  tiieir  considcra- 
tion,  naniely,  to  divide  the  examination  of  the  evidence 
in  the  same  order  of  time  in  which  this  expedition  natural- 
ly divides  itself.  There  arc  two  periods  mto  w  hich  the 
conduct  of  this  cxpeditioir  may  be  divided :  tlie  first  com- 
prehends all  that  passed  pi-evious  to  the  landing,  and  during 
the  march,  up  to  tlic  close  of  the  4th  of  July,  the  5th  bein] 
the  day  of  the  attack .  The  other  includes  tlie  attack  itself,  an( 
all  tlmt  happened  afterwards.  The  advantage  of  pursuing 
tiiis  plan  v\  ill  be,  that  tliis  Court  will  be  better  enabled  to 
form  a  judgement  of  the  plan  of  attack  itself,  and  the 
execution  of  it,  and  the  subsequent  proceedings,  if,  be- 
fore tbey  enter  upon  these  considerations,  they  are  pos- 
sessed, in  detail,  of  the  previous  operation  of  the  whole 
army)  tlieir  actual  position,  their  effective  strength  in  ar- 
tillery, ammunition,  provisions,  the  information  then  re- 
ceivai  of  the  strength,  disposition,  and  means  of  resist- 
ance of  the  enemy,  and  the  strengtli  of  the  reserve  at  Ke- 
duction.  I  can  have  no  other  view,  than  that  the  question 
should  be  before  the  Court  in  the  fullest  manner  possible. 
I  thought  it  right  to  state  so  much  to  the  Court  for  their 
opinion,  and  1  rather  think  General  Whitelocke  will  have? 
no  objection  to  tlie  plan  of  taking  it  in  tlie  order  I  have 
suggested. 

Ciaieral  JVhltdockt.—  l  should  wish  to  take  it  alto- 
gether. ^ .     ^ 

Judge  Advocate, — Before  that  point  is  decided,  perhaps 
it  will  be  as  well  to  read  the  treaty  now,  instead  of  after- 
wards; which  will  form  the  whole  of  the  written  evidence, 
except  some  letters,  w  hich  will  not  take  up  any  time.  I 
certainly  ought  to  state  to  the  Court,  that  all  the  documents 
which  are  alluded  to  in  Mr.  Windhanrs  instructions  to 
General  Whitelocke,  are  before  the  Court,  fieing  vo- 
luminous, I  did  not  read  them,  because  I  did  not  conceive 
tiiat  there  are  any  material  points  in  them  applying  to  the 
prosecution :  they  are  in  the  possession  of  General  White* 
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lockc,  and  if  tlicre  are  any  points  in  them  that  can  avail 
him,  he  may  read  them  at  this  time,  or  any  other  time, 
that  he  may  have  any  benefit  that  can  be  derived  from 
them. 

7'Ae  treaty  read.     (See  Appendix^  No,  7.) 

The  Court  cleared. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  certainly  stated  to  the  Court,  be- 
fore it  was  cleared,  that  i  thought  we  had  arrived  at  tiic 
end  of  the  written  evidence.  I  did  conceive,  from  analo- 
gy to  the  proceedings  of  the  Courts  to  which  I  have  been 
more  accustomed,  that  written  evidence  which  did  not 
bear  upon  the  charges,  might  be  entered  as  read,,  and 
would  then  appear  upon  the  minutes.  I  am,  however,  in- 
formed by  those  who  are  more  acquainted  with  the  pror 
cecdings  of  Courts  Martial,  that  in  orde'r  to  have  tliem 
appear  upon  the  evidence,  they  must  be  read;  and,  there- 
fore, supposing  I  am  correctly  informed  on  that  point,  I 
am  afraid  I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  troubling  the 
Court  with  hearing  the  different  documents  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Windliam.  One  of  these,  for  instance,  is  instructions 
to  Brigadier-General  Craufiird,  before  Lieu tetiant-Gederal 
AVhitelocke  went ;  and  also  respecting  his  conduct  to  tlit 
inhabitants  of  the  country  he  was  sent  to  conquer.  They 
are  referred  to,  as  those  by  .which  Lieutenant-General 
Whitelocke  s  conduct  was  to  be  guided.  It  did  appear  to 
me  that,  as  there  has  been  no  accession  of  territory,  con- 
sequently those  instructions  could  not  have  been  put  ift 
force,  they  need  not  form  any  part  of  this  case ;  but  I  am 
afiraid,  as  it  is  said  to  be  usual  to  have  tliese  documents 
read,  tliey  must  be  read. 

yl  letter  from  Mr.  Jllndham  to  Brmidier-General 
Craufurd^  read.     (See  Appendix ^  No.  8.) 

Afwther.     (See  Appenau\  No.  JJ.) 

An  order  of  Council  transmitted  to  Lieuteyiant-Gcneral 
JVhitelocke.     (See  Appendix ^  No.  10.) 

Judge  Advocate. — I  submit  to  the  Court,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  prisoner,  that  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  read 
another  order  of  council,  similar  to  ttiis,  which  can  have 
no  bearing  at  all  upon  the  case. 

Lieutenant-General  JVhitelocke. — Certainly  not 

It  is  entered  as  read.    (See  Appendix,  No.  1 1.) 
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Major-General  Gonccr  called  in,  and  snwn. 

Examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  Pbelieve  you  were  the  second  in  command  in  the 
expedition  under  GenerarWhitelocke. 

A.  1  was  the  only  Major-General  in  that  expedition. 

Q.  Did  you  sail  from  England  with  General  White- 
locke  ^ 

A.  I  did,  in  tlie  Thisbe  frigate. 

Q.  Can  you  state  to  the  Court  with  what  force  ? 

A.  I  have  no  specific  account.  There  were  the  89th 
and  some  artillery,  with  some  recruits  for  various  corps. 
'ITieir  exact  numliers  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Was  that  force  with  which  you  sailed  destined  for 
Monte  Video  ? 

A.  I  understood  it  so ;  I  had  no  specific  information. 

Q.  That  had  not  arrived,  I  believe,  when  you  sailed 
from  jMontc  Video  to  Buenos  Ayres. 

A.  They  had  not  even  been  heard  of. 

Q.  At  the  time  when  you  sailed  from  IVIonte  Video, 
were  you  in  daily  expectation  of  the  arrival  of  those 
troops  ? 

A.  Certainly:  the  period  that  liad  elapsed  had  given 
every  reason  to  suppose  tlicy  w  ould  arrive  shortly,  or  that 
they  had  missed  their  passage  entirely. 

Q.  ]}e  so  good  as  to  state  what  passed  during  the  voy- 
age between  Monte  Video  and  Colonia. 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  any  thing  of  a  military  nature 
particulai'ly  passed ;  having  nothing  on  board  but  40  ar- 
tillery soldiers,  there  was  no  specific  duty  for  the  oflicers; 
except  that,  there  was  uotliing  but  the  conunon  soil  of  in- 
tercourse which  usually  takes  place  between  one  passenger 
and  another. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Colooia,  after  you  left  Monte  Vidco^ 
before  you  arrived  at  liuenos  Avrcs? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  did  you  proceed  to  Colonia? 

A.  Lieutenant-General  M'hitelocke  was  pleased  to  or- 
der that  I  should  go  on  board  the  Kolla  gun-brig,  which 
Rpar-Admiral  Murray  had  appointed  to  cairy  me  to  Co- 
Icniia,  fgr  the  purpose  of  superintending  the  embarkation  of 
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the  garrison,' which,  till  that  period,  liad  been  stAticAied 
there  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack. 

Q.  Did  you  bring  away  the  whole  of  the  garrison  ? 

A.  The  whole. 

Q.  Of  what  force  did  that  garrison  consist? 
•     A.  It  consisted  of  the  light  companies  of  that  armvi 
three  companies  of  the  95th  regiment,  and  the  40th  regi- 
ment.   Their  exact  numbers  1  have  no  account  of.   There 
were  also  some  artillery. 

Q.  Can  you  state  tlie  whole  number  ? 

A.  1  have  not  the  return  by  me. 

Q.  Were  your  orders  to  bring  away  with  you  all  the 
horses  in  Colonia? 

A.  The  orders  I  received  were,  to  a  certain  degree,  dis- 
cretional. They  were,  to  embark  the  force  as  speedily. as 
I  qould,  lest  the  fleet,  then  in  an  exposed  situation  in .  the 
river,  should  receive  any  damage  by  a  delay  in  the  Junc- 
tion of  that  detachment.  IJeutenant-General  Whitelocke  ^ 
left  it  discretionary  with  me  to  leave  a  small  force  on 
shore,  if  1  found,  fiom  the  reports  which  I  collected  on 
my  arrival  there,  that  they  would  liave  been  left  in  any  to- 
lerable degrw  of  security.  Finding,  from  the  reports 
which  I  collected,  that  any  considerable  diminution  of  the 
number  of  troops  at  Colonia  would  risk  tlie  loss  of  any 
detachment  which  might  be  left,  1  embarked  the  whole. 
There  were  not  any  transports,  reported  to  be  then  at 
Colonia,  fit  to  receive  horses. 

Q.  In  point  of  fact,  were  there  any,  and  if  any,  what 
number  of  horses  left  in  Colonia  ? 

A.  1  do  not  know  exactly ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack, 
who  commanded  there,  will  be  able  to  give  that  information. 

Q.  On  what  day  did  you  join  the  fleet  with  the  army  on  ' 
board,  after  coming  away  from  Colonia? 

A.  On  the  26th  of  June. 

Q.  On  what  day  did  you  land  at  Enscnada  ? 

A.  On  the  28th  of  June. 

Q.  Did  the  whole  of  them  land  on  that  day  ? 

Ai  I  do  not  know.  1  received  orders  to  advance  with 
a  division  above  the  heights,  and  therefore  I  cannot  say 
what  were  landed  at  Enscnada  that  txight.  -^ 

Q.  What  was  the  strengtli  of  the  advanced  guard 
which  you  commanded  ?  .         i      .- 
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A.  There  were  rtirie  companies  ef  light  mftintry,  arid 
four  of  the  95th  under  Brigadier^General  Craufurd,  the 
3Sth  and  87th  regiments. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  you  had  tlie  command  of 'the 
advanced  guard  on  the  iJSth,  and  the  force  of  the  advanced 
guard  were  under  your  immediate  care,  will  you  state 
what  was  the  operation  of  that  division  of  the  army  during 
the  march  from  Ensenada  ? 

A.  I  received  Lieutenant-General  Whitclocke's  orders 
on  the  28th  to  proceed  with  that  advance,  and  to  possess 
myself  of  the  high  ground  immediately  above  the  Ense- 
nada ;  I  did  so.  Having  arrived  there  soon  after  one 
o'clock^  I  immediately  sent  back  an  officer  witli  the  report 
of  my  arrival,  and  I  I'eceived  Lieutenant-General  White- 
lockes  orders  to  wait  there  till  he  joined  me  on  the  subse*- 
quent  day  with  the  other  division  of  the  army ;  the  Lieu- 
tenant-General came  up  about  mid-day  on  the  29th,  he 
took  up  the  same  ground,  and  ordered  me  to  advance  to  a 
position  about  two  or^three  miles  on  towards  Buenos 
Ayres.  On  the  30th  I  received  his  orders  again  to  take 
up  anotlier  position  some  way  from  the  one  which  I  occu- 
pied on  the  29th.  On  the  1st  of  July  I  received  Lieute^ 
nant-General  Whitelocke's  orders  to  take  up  a  position 
beyond  Reduction,  leaving  that  village  to  be  occupied  by 
that  division  under  his  immediate  orders.  On  the  mom* 
ing  of  the  2d  of  July,  I  received  his  orders  to  attempt  tlie 
discovery  of  a  pass  which  was  described  over  the  Chuello^ 
above  the  town  of  Buenos  Ayrcs,  in  execution  of  this 
order.  I  am,  perhaps,  incorrect  in  not  stating  the  full  exh 
tent  of  the  order,  tliat  if  I  found  it  I  was  to  force  it,  to 
make  a  lodgement  in  the  suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres,  or  to 
get  into  the  town  itself,  and  if  I  could,  to  open  a  commu'* 
xiication  with  the  navy.  Li  execution  of  this  order  I  marcli- 
ed  about  nine  o'clock,  and  falling  in  with  a  considerabla 
corps  of  cavalry,  I  forced  a  portion  of  them  down  upon 
the  Chuello,  and  having  driven  them  across  it,  I  ascertain- 
ed the  positive  existence  of  that  pass,  and  followed  them 
with  my  division.  While  occupied  in  getting  four  pietes 
of  cannon  over  the  ford,  which  was  very  deep  and  muddy, 
Brigadier-General  Craufurd,  who  was  in  advance,  report- 
ed to  me  that  he  saw  a  very  large  body  of  infantry,  ^-ith 
a  coDiiderable  quantity  of  artillery,  apparently  diiecting 
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their  march  towards  the  same  hei^t,  in  tlie  suburbs  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  whicii  I  had  previously  pointed  out  to  him 
as  the  one  that  seemed,  in  the  first  instance,  to  be  the 
most  eligible  to  occupy.  He  requested  permission  to  be 
allowed  to  advance  with  his  brigade ;  and  finding  tliat  it 
was  so  late  that  the  brigade  under  Brigadier-General 
Lumley,  which  was  by  that -time  very  much  exhausted  by 
the  severity  of  the  march,  was  not  likely  to  be  able  to  ar- 
rive at  this  point  before  dark,  I  ordered  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Craufurd  to  advance. 

Q.  What  alterations  were  madb  in  your  force  ? 
A.  The  first  order   which  I  received  from  General 
Whitelocke  was  on  the  28th,  to  proceed  with  Brigadier- 
General  Craufurd's  brigade,  the  40th  and  87th  regiments. 
On  the  landing  at  Ensenada,  the  38th  was  substituted  for 
the  40th ;  upon  the  29th,  the  36th  and  88th  were  ordered 
with  Brigadier-General  Luinley  to  be  substituted  in  lieu 
of  the   S8th  and  87tii.     General  Whitelocke  was  ako 
pleased  to  order  that  one  half  of  the  95tii  should  remain; 
the  original  order  went  to  the  whole  of  tlie  brigade :  the 
alteration  was  that  he  took  four  of  the  nine  companies  of 
K^  iafantry  of  ttie  9jth  to  his  own  brigade. 

Q.  Were  the  orders  which  you  state  to  have  been  re- 
caved  from  General  Whitelocke  in  writing  ? 

A.  They  were  not  in  writing;  with  the  exception  of 
that  order  upon  which  I  crossed  the  Chuello.  All  tlie  or- 
ders I  received  during  tlie  time  I  had  a  separate  com- 
mand, were  verbal,  with  the  exception  of  tliat  by  which  I 
crossed  the  Chuello. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  all  the  orders  you  received  from 
Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  were  verbal,  except  that 
'^specting  your  passing  the  fowl,  and  the  subsequent  ope- 
rations ;  where  is  that  order  ? 

A.  It  was  in  tlie  possession  of  my  Aid-de-Camp,  who 
^^  taken  prisoner  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  who  destroyed 
it  to  prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  I 
have  no  copy  of  it ;  f  ^eak  of  it  from  recollection.  I  re- 
ceived the  orders  about  nine  o'clock  in  tlie  morning  of  the 
fid  of  July,  and  I  moved  within  15  minutes  after  I  gut  the 
wtler. 
Adjourned. 
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SECOND  DAY; 

FRIDAY,  JANUARY  29,  1808, 

Major-General  Gower  called  in  agaht. 

The  evidence  of  yesterday  read  over  to  Major-General 

Gower. 

Judge  Advocate. — Before  General  Gower  proceeds  in 
his  nan*ative,  I  beg  to  put  to  him  a  question  or  two  upon 
what  he  has  ah*eady  s  J — What  is  the  name  of  your  Aid-de- 
Camp  who  was  in  p    session  of  the  order  you  have  named? 

A.  Captain  Ma:    eir,  of  the  63d  regiment. 

Q.  Who  broug  *that  order  to  you  from  General 
Whitelocke  ? 

A.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bourke^  Quarter-Master-Gene- 
ral of  that  army. 

Judge  Advocate. — Major-General  Gower  having  been 
interrupted  in  his  narrative,  I  now  beg  him  to  proceed 
from  tlie  point  at  whicli  he  was  interrupted.  He  concluded 
with,  "  Finding  it  was  so  late  that  the  brigade  under  Briga- 
"  dier-Gencrai  Lumley,  which  was  by  that  time  very  much 
"  exhausted  by  the  severity  of  the  march,  was  not  likely  to 
**  be  able  to  arrive  at  this  point  before  dark,  I  ordered 
*'  Brigadier-General  Craufiird  to  advance." 

General  Gorver. —  I  will  beg  leave  to  add  two  para- 
graphs with  respect  to  that  order,  which  had  escaped  my 
memory  yesterday ;  one  of  which  was,  tliat  the  87th  regi- 
ment should  be  sent  to  join  nie  on  the  march,  and  that  if 
I  made  my  lodgement  in  the  suburbs  of  the  tovin  I  was  to 
summon  it ;  and  if  tliey  demanded  from  me  what  terms 
General  Whitelocke  was  willing  to  grant  them,  I  was  to 
send  in  the  terms  which  accompanied  the  order.  May  I 
request  that  the  last  sentence  of  my  former  evidence  may 
be  read  that  I  may  proceed  correctly  ? 

A  Member. — There  is  one  question  I  wish  to  put  to 
General  Gower,  in  consequence  of  the  evidence  he  has 
just  now  given. — Is  the  Court  to  understand  that  the 
terms  were  specified  in  the  ordeiT 

A.  Certainly. 

Judge  Advocate. — Maj.  Gen.  Gower  will  now  be  so  good 
as  tocontinue  his  narrative :  the  last  sentence  of  the  narrative 
was,  f*  Finding  that  it  was  so  late  that  the  brigade  under 
"  Brig.  Gen.  Lumley,  which  was  by  that  time  very  much  ex- 
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**  hausted  by  th6  Severity  6f  the  march^  was  hot 
^Mikely  to  be  able  to  arrive  at  this  point  before 
^^  dai*k,  I  ordered  Brigadier-General  Craufurd  to 
*'  advance/' 

General  Gawer. — As  soon  a*  I  saw  General 
Lumley's  brigade  ready  to  move  on^  I  gave  it  orders 
to  do  so,  and  went  forward  myself  to  join  Brigadier* 
General  Craufurd.  Continuing  my  march  with  the  18 
companies  under  his  command^  I  arrived  at  the 
junction  of  two  roads,  which,  from  thence,  led  up  to 
the  Coral  of  Miserere.  H&ving.  h^jj^  the  column 
previous  to  my  occupying  that  spot/ we  discovered 
the  enemy  s  infantry  and  cannon  posted  behind  the 
thick  enclosures  which  were  on  the  side  of  it.  find- 
ing that  the  line  I  then  occupied  was  a  little  diagonal 
to  that  which  the  enemy  had  taken  up,  I  thought  I 
should  lose  fewer  men  by  making  an  immediate  at<f 
tack  than  by  waiting^  for  the  junction  of  Brigadier- 
General  Lumley's  bngade,  and  directed  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Craufurd  to  charge  their  line  with  the  bayonet; 
which  succeeded  so  perfectly,  that  in  d  yets  few  mi<^ 
nutes  the  enemy's  infantry  were  completely  routed^ 
and  10  pieces  of  cannon  were  in  our  possession.  By 
the  time  that  the  light  infantry  were  re-formed,  and  a 
reserve  placed  over  the  artillery  which  had  been  cap- 
tured, it  was  nearly  dark.  General  Liimley's  brr- 
gade  had)  by  that  time,  arrived  and  taken  up  an  ex- 
cellent position  on  the  right  of  Brigadier^Genersd 
Craufiird's  division ;  and  I  determined  to  remain  in 
that  situation  till  joined  by  the  rest  of  the  army. 
Soon  after  day-light  the  next  day,  the  3d,  I  sent  a 
general  summons  to  the  Spanish  General,  and  he  re^ 
turned  for  answer  that  he  wished  to  know  what  terms 
would  be  granted  to  hhn. 

Q.  Who  did  you  send  your  summons  by? 

A.  Captain  Koche,  the  Brigade-Major  to  Brigar 
dier-General  Lumley.  I  then  sent  bun  a  copy,  of 
those  terms. 
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Q.  Be  so  good  as  run  your  eye  over  that  paper, 
and  see  if  it  is  a  copy  of  that  letter  you  are  now 
aUudinff  to. 

A.  I  believe  that  copy  to  be  perfectly  correct 

Judge  Advocate. — Major-General  Gower  having 
alluded  to  the  summons  which  he  sent  to  Generu 
Liniers,  and  I  having  shown  him  a  copy  of  tliat  let* 
ter,  I  will  now  read  it 

Mqjor-General  Gower. — You  will  be  so  good  at 
to  recollect  that  the  first  answer  was  burnt  and  the 
second  was  verbal,  desiring  I  would  send  the  terms. 

A  Copy  f^ihe  Letter^  marked  No.  12,  read.  (Sc€ 
Appenduf^  IS.) 

Q.  Wer€  the  terms  stated  in  the  letter  tliat  ha^ 
just  now  been  read,  the  terms  which  were  specified 
in  the  order  you  received  from  General  Whitelockt 
the  day  before  ? 

A.  Correctly  se,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  the  surrender  of  ci^ 
vil  officers  was  included  as  one  of  tlic  terms  to  h% 
required  of  the  Spanish  Commander  in  General 
Whitelocke's  order? 

A.  I  have  no  doubt  on  the  sulject:  it  certainly  w^as 
specified  as  I  have  stated ;  and  when  I  delivered  a 
copy  of  the  correspondence  to  General  Whitelocke^ 
he  did  not  find  fiEUilt  with  any  part  of  it 

Q.  Does  the  paper  now  produced  to  you  contain 
a  copy  of  the  answer  you  received  ? 

A.  The  answer  of  the  General  to  me  was  in  Spa** 
nish :  it  is  dear  this  is  a  copy,  because  there  is  a 
note  in  the  mar^  which  says,  that  in  the  original  it 
was  different 

Q.  Can  you  state  whether  fhis  is  a  copy  of  tbt 
translation  you  received  ? 

A.  I  did  not  make  any  translation,  intendmg  ta 
retain  it  till  the  arrival  of  General  Wtntelocke. 

Judge  Advocate. — ^Tha  paper  I  hold  m  my  hand 
is  a  certified  copy  of  the  answer  returned  by  Gene- 
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ral  Whitelockc  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  OfRce  in 
liis  dispatch,  as  a  translation  of  the  answer  received 
by  Major-General  Gower. 

General  Gower. — ^The  only  difficulty  I  have  upon 
the  subject  is,  that  I  apprehend  I  do  not  sufficiently 
understand  the  Spanish  language  to  say  whether  that 
is  a  proper  translation. 

General  fVkitelocke. — I  am  ready  to  admit  it,  sub* 
ject  to  General  Gower's  recollection  of  any  dif- 
ference h6  may  perceive  in  it. 

The  Answer  dated  the  1 8M  of  July^  1 807,  read. 
{See  Appendixj  13.) 

•  General  Gower. — ^To  the  best  of  my  recollection 
I  should  think  that  is  a  correct  translation. 

Judge  Advocate. — General  Gower  will  be  so  good 
now  as  to  continue  his  narrative. 

General  Gower. — The  enemy  attacked  my  piquets 
soon  after  day-light,  on  the  3d,  and  continued  in  ac- 
tioD  with  them  till  the  arrival  of  the  principal  divi- 
^  of  the  army  under  Lieutenant-General  WTiite- 
iocke. 

Q.  At  what  time  d)d  they  arrive  ? 

A.  About  two  o'clock.  I  am  not  certain ;  I  was 
so  much  engaged.  Of  course,  on  the  arrival  of 
lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  my  command  en* 
tirely  ceased. 

Q-'Will  General  Gowei*  procfeed  to  state  the 
operations  of  the  army,  from  the  jtime  of  the  junction 
^tb  General  Whitelocke  and  the  main  body  till  the 
^ht  of  the  4th,  with  as  much  particularity  as  his 
'^Uection  will  enable  him  to  state  them  ? 

A.  Not  having  beeif  in  command  of  that  army,  it 
IS  impossible  for  me  to  state  that  I  am  able  to  give 
an  account  of  the  genersd  operations  of  it,  or  of 
JDore  tiian  such  orders  as  I  received  from  Lieu- 
teiant-General  Whitelocke  who  was  in  the  com- 
tnaod. 

c  2 
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•  Q.  Will  you  state  all  that  you  saw  and  know  oi 
the  operations  of  the  army  during  that  period  ? 

A.  On  tlie  arrival  of  Lieutenant-General  White- 
locke's  columns,  he  directed  tliat  the  whole  should 
be  formed  on  the  continuation,  or  rather  on  the  pro- 
longation, of  tlie  line  previously  occupied  by  the  bri^ 
gades  under  Brigadier-General  Lumley  and  Briga- 
dier-General Craufurd,  as  the  pressure  of  the  enemy 
was  very  considerable  upon  the  piquets.  Shortly 
after  that  \\tne  he  directed  the  line  to  be  withdrawn 
for  a  short  period  behind  the  height  upon  which 
the  Coral  is  placed,  that  the  piquets  should  fall  back 
rapidly  upon  it,  to  endeavour  to  entice  a  consider- 
able body  of  men  out  into  tlie  open  ground.  It  did 
not  succeed,  as  they  would  not  leave  the  buildings, 
and  we  were  obliged  to  re-occupy  our  original  align- 
ment and  position  for  piquets ;  the  Lieutenant- 
General  wishing  to  place  the  men  under  cover  from 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  The  same  firing  con- 
Jinued  upon  the  piquets  during  tlie  whole  of  the 
day  of  the  4th,  not  in  equal  strength,  but  there  was 
some  during  the  whole  of  the  day,  by  which  wc  sus- 
tained considerable  loss. 

Q.  What  were  the  orders  issued  by  General 
Whitelocke  after  his  arrival  at  the  Coral,  subsequent 
to  the  junction  ? 

A.  Those  which  I  have  already  detailed,  and  also 
those  which  are  described  in  the  public  dispatches 
of  General  Whitelocke  previous  to  the  attack  of 
the  5th  of  July.  There  was  also  an  order,  in  which 
the  Lieutenant-General  was  pleased  to  approve  of 
the  conduct  of  my  division  in  the  action  of  tlie  2d. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  summons  l>eing  sent  by 
General  Whitelocke  into  tlie  town  on  the  4th  of 
July? 

A.  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  informed  me 
on  that  morning,  that  he  meant  to  summon  the  town 
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actain,  aAd  that' he  should  refer  them  to  th^'same 
proposal  of  terms  wliich  I  had .  sent  in  by  his 
orders. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  orders  but  those 
which  you  have  stated? 

A.  Not  tliat  I  recollect ;  I  know  of  noi:  other.  • 

Judge  Advocate.-^\vi  order  that  the  Court  m4y 
understand  in  what  way  I  am  proceeding;  I  will  now 
state  (General  Gowcr  having  now  closed  his  narra- 
tive up  to  the  period  I  first  proposed)  that  I  am  go- 
ing to  put  some  questions  to  him  wMch  arise  out  of 
the  information  he  has  already  given. 

Q.  Previous  to  leaving  Monte  Video, -in  June  last, 
do  you  know  %vhat  information  General  Wliitelocke 
received  as  to  the  season  of  the  year  being  favour- 
able 6r  otherwise  for  the  success  of  the  expedition 
against  Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  No ;  I  do  not.      » 

Q.  Was  General  Whitelocke  in  the  habit  of  con- 
sulting with  the  second  in  conunand  upon  the  plans 
and  operations  of  the  army  ? 

A.  In  very  few  instances;  in  some  it  is  possible  he 
may  have  asked  my  opinion,  but  hot  upon  all. 

Q.  Had  you  no  communication  with  General 
Whitelocke  as  to  the  propriety  of  undertaking  the  ex- 
pedition against  Buenos  Ayres,  before  you  left  Monte 
Video  ? 

A.  I  remember  that  Lieutenant^General  White- 
locke— 

Judge  Advocate. — I  think,  ir^  point  of  candour,  it 
is  but  right  to  state  that  General  Whitelocke  objects 
to  the  tendency  of  these  questions ;  therefore,  per- 
liapg  it  will  be  as  well  for  Major-General  Gower  not 
to  answer  the  present  question,  till  the  Court  are  satis- 
fied that  General  Whitelocke's  objection  is  well  or 
ill  founded. 

General  Whitelocke  took  an  objectioriy  which  zvas 
read  by  the  Judge  Advocate^  asjollatvs : 
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General  Wbitdocke  understands  that  the  object 
of  this  evidence,  is  to  show  that  the  attack  was  un-. 
dertaken  at  a  wrong  period  of  the  year,  with  refer* 
ence  to  seasons.  General  Whitelocke  has  no  objec- 
tion to  the  fullest  investigation,  nor  to  this  evidence, 
if  the  Judge  Advocate  states,  that  it  is  introductory 
to,  or  explanatory  of,  any  one  of  the  charges ;  but  as 
a  distinct  subject  of  charge  against  him  he  objects 
to  it. 

Contending  that  the  subjects  of  charge  are  sped* 
fied — of  those  'be  has  had  notice ;  against  them  he 
comes  to  defend  himself,  and  that  no  general  words 
which  are  followed  by  special  charges  can  authorize 
going  into  any  other  head  than  those  proposed. 
The  investigation,  othei*wise,  may  be  endless,  and  all 
the  use  of  specifying  charges  done  away. 

Judge  Advocate. — General  Whitelocke  clearly 
comprehends  the  meaning  of  the  questions  I  have 
put  to  the  witness.  I  was  putting  questions  in  order 
to  inquire  whether  the  expedition  to  Buenos  Ay  res 
was  undertaken  at  such  ft  time  and  season  of  the 
year,  as  was  likely  to  hold  out  a  prospect  of  success, 
as  I  conceived  that  that  inquiry  came  clearly  within 
the  first  paragraph  (if  I  may  so  call  it)  of  the  first 
charge ;  which  states  that  General  Whitelocke  having 
received  instructions  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the 
conquest  of  the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres,  pursued 
measures  ill-rcalculated  to  facilitate  that  conquest  If 
it  should  turn  out  (and  I  do  not  know  that  it  will) 
that  this  expedition  was  undertaken  at  an  unfavour* 
able  season  of  the  year,  undoubtedly  that  question 
would  then  corroborate  this  charge  against  General 
Whitelocke.  It  is  stated  by  General  Whitelocke, 
that  an  inquiry  into  these  chai'ges  would  be  endless^ 
if  it  is  to  be  understood  timt  any  circumstances  not 
distincUy  specified  shall  be  inquired  into.  I  should 
kumbly  submit  to  the  Court,  tliat  in  these  charges, 
though  certain  &cts  are  alleged,  yet  they  are  stated 
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in^ith  a  view  to  inform  General  Whitelocfce,  that  th^ 
nrhde  of  his  conduct  connected  with  that  expedition 
was  to  come  before  tliis  Court  for  investigation  ;  and 
if  the  Court  are  of  that  opinion^  and  if  it  should  turn 
out  upon  the  evidence  (which,  I  again  say,  I  have  ho 
right  to  conjecture),  that  this  expedition  wail  under« 
taken  at  an  unfavourable  season  of  the  year ;  then  it 
irill  be  for  the  Court  to  consider,  whether  tiiat  fact, 
when  proved,  does  not  come  within  this  part  of  the 
charge,  that  he  pursued  measures  ill  calculated  to  fa- 
cilitate the  success  of  the  expedition.  If  the  court 
have  any  doubt  upon  it,  I  certainly  do  not  wish  to 
press  the  question. 

Q.  Had  you  no  communication  with  General 
Wbitelocke,.  as  to  the  propriety  of  undertaking  Uie  ex- 
pedition against  Buenos-Ayres,  before  you  left 
Monte  Vidro? 

A.  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  informed  me, 
some  time  after  his^  arrival  at  Monte  Video,  that, 
whenever  Brigadier-Genera]  Craufbrd  arrived  in  the 
river  Plata,  he  would  no^  lose  one  moment  in  attacfcr 
mg  BuenOs  Ayres ;  aild  be  stat^  at  the  satnf^  time, 
as  one  of  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  thM 
prompt  measure,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  feed 
such  a  large  body  of  men,  on  the  left  bank  of  tber 
river  Plate,  during  the  winter. 

Q.  By  the  left  bank,  do  you  mein.  the  Monte 
Video,  or  the  Buenos  Ayres  side  ? 

A.  Describing  it  as  an  officer,  tte  alwa}'s  describe 
it  by  the  current  of  water;  in  speaking  6f  the  direc- 
tion of  land  by  water,  wc  consider  ourselves  as  look^ 
ing  down  the  stream  :  and,  therefore,  tlris  was  the^ 
Bfonte  Video  bank. 

Q.  Was  that  which  yOu  have  stated  the  only  cotn- 
munication  you  had  with  General  VThttelbcke,  upon 
the  subyect  of  the  time  at  which  the  expefdttioii  was  to 
be  undertaken?  If  you  had  any  other,  state  iC, 

A.  I  do  not  recollect,  any  other  positive  comma- 
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'x*v  atay  have  been  general  conversations 
^  ,  .»v\:u  ill  which  I  may  have  taken  a  part; 
,.    ^„  .collect  that  there  Vas  one  of  that  de- 
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i  o  c  vou  in  habits  of  confidential  communica- 
.  /  .  .Ill  cJeojeral  Whitelocke? 

w.  \V  ha.t  degree  of  confidence  lieutenapt-Qeneral 
■»  :uu*ockt:  may  havie  been  pleased  to  place  in  me, 
:;  s  im|x)5sible  for  me  to  §Jate.  He  employ?!!  me  h} 
•  iioiis  of  the  details  previous  to  tl)p  embarkation  of 
liic  tJ*oops  wliich  were  to  go  jagaiust  Buenos  Ayres, 
but  all  the  great  and  leading  arrapgements  were  made 
by  iiimself. 

"  Q.  By  the  words  "  confidential  communication,'^  in 
the  last  question,  was  meant  that  degree  of  pppfidcnce 
which  your  ;station  as  second  in  commanc}^  in  an  ex- 
pedition of  so  much  importance,  entitled  you  to  ex- 
pect    Will  fhat  explanation  make  aiiy  dinercnce  in 
your  answer  to  the  last  question  ?      . 
,  A.  CoDceiving  that  a  second  in  command  i^^  as 
much  under  th^  orders  of  a  Commander  in  Chief,  as 
the  youngest  subaltern  officer  in  the  army,  I  exe- 
cuted every  order  that  ^vas  intrusted  to  my  charge, 
to  ]the  best  of  iqy  abilities.  ^  and,  not  conceiving  that 
any  powep  rested  wjth  me^  while  an  officer  possessing 
a  commission  as  Commander  of  the  Forces  was  pre* 
3Cnt,  I  wa$  fully  satisfied  tp  be  employed  on  such  ser« 
yices  as  he  might  choose  tp  select. 

Q.  Were  you  frpm  time  tp  time  informed  of  tlie 
general  plan  of  pperation$  by  General  Whitelocke? 

A.  I  had  not  heard  that  any  plan  ever  was  formed ; 
I  was  not  acquainted  with  any. 

Q.  Is  the  Court  to  understand  by  your  last  answer, 
that  General ,-Wbitelocke's  plans  of  operation  Mare 
not  commi^nicated  to  you  before  they  were  carried 
ipto  (execution  ? 

a!  My  answer  related  tp  a  general  plan.  I  have 
already  stated  that  I  was  not  acquainted  with  the  ex- 
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istence  of  a2iy :  whatever  communications  were  made 
to  mc,  were  made  in  the  shape  of  orders. 

Q.  I  wish  to  remind  you  that  you  stated  yesterday, 
that  there  were  no  transports  at  Colonia  fit  to  receive- 
horses.  I  wish  to  ask  you  upon  that,  do  you  know 
whose  duty  it  was  to  provide  transports  during  the 
expedition  ? 

A.  Ne\rer  having  had  the  chief  command  of  troops, 
I  do  not  kiio^ir  what  the  orders  of  ^vernment  are  upon 
that  subject 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  who  did  provide  transports 
durincr  that  expedition?  Whose  duty  was  it  upon  that, 
expedition  to  provide  transports  ? 

A.  I  believe  that  is  the  question  I  have  answered. 
I  do  not  know  of  any  transports,  with  the  exception 
of  one  small  sloop  under  American  colours,  that  was 
not  regularly  hired  by  tlie  Transport  Board  in  London, 
and  which  had  been  employed  in  the  conveyance  ojf 
troops  and  stores,  from  the  various  points  from 
whence  that  army  had  been  collected. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  tUere  were  no  transports  at      ^ 
Colonia  at  the.  time  you  embarked? 

A.  I  do  not :  there  were  enough  to  contain  the 
troops. 

Q.  As  there  were  no  transpoits  at  Colonia  to  con 
vey  the  horses,  how  were  the  horses  collected  there 
to  be  transferred  to  the  scene  of  action  on  tlie  other 
side  of  the  river? 

A.  I  never  knew  that  any  had  been  collected  for 
that  purpose. 

Q.  With  what  proportion  of  artillery  did  you  take 
your  first  position  on  the  28th  ? 

A.  Without  any. 

Q.  When  did  you  receive  your  proportion  of  ar- 
tillery, and  how  was  it  conveyed  ? 

A.  Two  six-pounders,  and  two  three-pounders, 
ivere  ordered  to  attach  themselves  to  me  on  the  1st 
pf  July  in  the  morning,    '^'here  were  horses  to^them ; 
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bdt  they  were  of  so  miserable  a  description,  that  I 
trusted  much  more  to  the  personal  exertions  of  the 
artillery  soldiers,  and  a  detachment  of  seamen  that 
accompanied  them,  than  to  tiie  horses,  for  their  con* 
vcyance. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  what  artillery  General 
Wliitelocke  brought  with  the  main  body,  when  he 
joined  oh  the  29th?  v 

.  A.  When  tlie  troops  came  up  to  my  pdsifibn,  there 
was  no  artillerj' with  them.  I  understood  tliat  it  was 
in  the  morass  below  the  heights,  and  I  heard  that  two 
batallions  were  ordered  down  to  extricate  them.  Tlic 
amount  of  the  artillery  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any,  and  what,  measures 
M  ere  taken  for  collecting  horses,  after  the  landing,  for 
the  transport  of  the  artillery  ? 

A.  i  do  not;  but  I  am  sure  that  no  measures  on 
that  subject  would  have  been  of  any  avail,  because 
all  the  horses  of  that  country  are  so  wild,  that  they 
would  have  been  of  no  use  in  harness. 
.  Q.  Do  you  know  whether  tlie  horses  left  at  Colo- 
nia  had,  or  had  not,  been  broken,  for  tlie  purpose  of 
the  artillei-y  service? 

A.  There  were  a  few  reported  to  me  of  that  de- 
scription ;  but  they  appeared  to  me  to  be  very  bad, 
and  not  calculHted  for  much  hard  labour. 

Q.  Will  you  describe  the  nature  of  the  ground  be- 
t^veen  Enseuada,  and  the  heights,  where  you  took 
up  your  position  on  the  28th  ? 

A.  It  was  a  morass,  covered  with  a  surface  of 
water,  varying  in  depth,  from  two  feet  upwards  ;  how 
deep  it  miglit  have  been  in  some  places  I  cannot  tell, 
not  having  had  time  to  sound  it :  but  in  attempting  to 
discover  a  passage  better  for  the  march  of  troops  than 
that  which  was  pointed  out  as  the  usual  road,  I  got 
into  n)any  situations  from  wlrich  I  wtti  dilficulty  ex- 
tricated the  horse  upon  which  I  rode. 

Q.  iU  far  as  you  are  able  to  form  a  judgement, 
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was  tiie  morass  of  a  depth  such  as  to  make  it  imprac- 
ticable for  the  transport  of  artillery  properly  provided 
with  horses  ? 

A.  I  cannot  state  in  what  condition  the  road  was 
on  the  S9th:  The  ground  was  so  tender  when  I  passed 
it,  that  the  rear  of  my  own  small  column  had  much 
iiK»re  difficulty  than  tlie  front  In  going  up  the  tace 
of  the  heists  in  two,  if  not  in  three  situations,  there 
were  passes  so  deep,  that  my  own  horse  fell  three 
different  times,  not  being  able  to  extricate  him- 
seE 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  General  Whitelocke  had 
obtained  any,  and  what,  information  of  the  difficulty 
you  have  described  in  the  march  of  troopa  from  £n^ 
seaada,  previous  to  the  landing  ? 

A.  I  remember  to  have  been  present  when  Lieute- 
nant-General  Whitelocke  examined  a  man,  previous 
Id  the  embarkation  at  Monte  Video,  relative  to  that 
road;  that  he  stated  it  as  bad,  and  at  all  times  attend- 
ed with  difficulty  :  be  particularly  questioned  him  as 
to  the  practicability  of  passing  with  a  wiieel  carriage 
over  the  morass ;  the  answer  he  gave  was,  that  the 
Ensenada  was  the  common  place  of  embarkation 
for  the  people  from  Buenos  Ayres  who  were  going 
out  of  the  river  Plate,  and  that  it  was  never  at  any 
time  impracticable  to  pass  that  way  in  a  coach. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  answer  you  have  to  give  to  tliat 
question  ? 

(The  question  again  read  to  the  witness.) 

General  Gawer^  I  will  add  to  that,  if  you  please, 
that  I  do  not  know  of  any  other  information. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  the  landing  was  not  at 
po'int  Quilmea,   instead  of  Ensenada  ? 

A.  I  do  not  ;•!  was  not  employed  in  the  service  of 
reconnoitring  the  river. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  was  ? 
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but  thev  were  of  so  miserable  a  description,  that  I 
tru>tul  much  more  to  the  personal  exertions  of  the 
lutilicry  soldiers,  and  a  detachment  of  seamen  that 
accompanied  tbem>  than  to  tiie  horses,  for  their  con- 

veyiMKe, 

*Q.  Do  you  recollect  what  artillery  General 
Whitelocke  brought  with  the  main  body,  when  he 
joined  on  the  29thr  v 

A.  When  tlie  troops  came  up  to  my  pdsifibn,  there 
was  no  artillery  with  them.  I  understood  that  it  was 
in  the  morass  below  ttic  heights,  and  I  heard  that  two 
batallions  were  ordered  down  to  extricate- them.  Tli6 
amount  of  the  artillery  I  do  not  know. 

Q*  Do  you  know  whetlier  any,  and  what,  measures 
were  taken  for  collecting  horses,  after  the  landing,  for 
the  transport  of  the  artillery  ? 

A.  i  do  not;  but  I  am  sure  that  no  measures  on 
that  subject  would  have  been  of  any  avail,  because 
all  the  horses  of  that  country  are  so  \vild,  that  they 
would  have  been  of  no  use  in  harness. 
.  Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  horses  left  at  Colo- 
nia  had,  or  had  not,  been  broken,  for  the  purpose  of 
the  artilleiy  service? 

A.  There  were  a  few  reported  to  me  of  that  de- 
scription ;  but  they  appeared  to  me  to  be  very  bad, 
and  not  calculHted  for  much  hard  labour. 

Q.  Will  you  describe  the  nature  of  the  ground  be- 
tween Enscnada,  and  the  heights,  where  you  took 
up  your  position  on  the  28th  ? 

A.  It  was  a  morass,  covered  with  a  surface  of 
water,  varying  in  depth,  from  two  feet  upwards  ;  how 
deep  it  niiglit  have  been  in  some  places  I  cannot  tell, 
liot  having  had  time  to  sound  it :  but  in  attempting  to 
discover  a  passage  better  for  the  march  of  troops  than 
that  M  hich  was  pointed  out  as  the  usual  road,  I  got 
into  niany  situations  from  winch  I  wth  dithculty  ex- 
tiicatcd  the  horse  upon  which  I  rode. 

Q.  Ai  iar  as  you  arc  able  to  form  a  judgement, 


«7 

was  the  morass  of  a  depth  such  as  to  make  it  imprac- 
ticable for  the  transport  of  artillery  properly  provided 
with  horses  ? 

A.  I  cannot  state  in  what  condition  the  road  was 
on  the  S9thl  The  ground  was  so  tender  when  I  passed 
it,  that  tlie  rear  of  my  own  small  column  had  much 
more  difficulty  than  the  front  In  going  up  the  lace 
of  the  heists  in  two,  if  not  in  three  situations,  there 
were  passes  so  deep,  that  my  own  horse  fell  three 
different  times,  not  being  able  to  extiicate  him- 
self 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  General  Whitelocke  had 
obtained  any,  and  what,  information  of  the  difficulty 
you  have  described  in  the  march  of  troops  from  £n«- 
senada,  previous  to  the  landing  ? 

A.  I  remember  to  have  been  present  when  Lieute- 
nant-General  Whitelocke  examined  a  man,  previous 
to  the  embarkation  at  Monte  Video,  relative  to  that 
road;  that  he  stated  it  as  bad,  and  at  all  times  attend- 
ed with  difficulty  :  be  particulaily  questioned  him  as 
to  the  practicability  of  passing  with  a  wheel  carriage 
over  the  morass ;  the  answer  he  gave  was,  that  tiie 
Ensenada  was  the  common  place  of  embarkation 
for  the  people  from  Buenos  Ayres  who  were  going 
out  of  the  river  Plate,  and  that  it  was  never  at  any 
time  impracticable  to  pass  that  way  in  a  coach. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  answer  you  have  to  give  to  tliat 
question  ? 

(The  question  again  read  to  the  witness.) 

General  Gower,  I  will  add  to  tliat,  if  you  please, 
that  I  do  not  know  of  any  other  information. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  the  landing  was  not  at 
point  Quilmes,  instead  of  Ensenada  ? 

A.  I  do  not  ;•!  was  not  employed  in  the  service  of 
reconnoitring  the  river. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  was  ? 
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A.  LiieutcnanNColonel  Bourke  the  Quarter-Master 
General,  I  believe;  I  am  sure  Colonel  Bourke 
was. 

Q.  Then  can  you  state  the  reasons  that  induced 
General  Wbitelocke  to  land  in  preference  at  En- 
senada  ? 

A.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  state  what  motives 
mi^t  have  induced  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  to 
prefer  the  latter,  r 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  proportion  of  commissa* 
riate  stores  for  victualling  the  army,  were  landed  at 
the  time  of  the  disembarkation  of  the  troops.^ 

A.  Having  been  detached  even  before  all  the 
troops  wer^  landed,  I  have  no  knowledge  whatever 
on  that  subject 

Q.  Do  you-  know  whether  it  is  practicable  to  com- 
municate with  the  sea  from  Reduction  ? 

A.  The  pubHo  dispatches  state,  that  tliere  was  a 
communication  between  the  army  and  the  navy  from 
Quilmcs ;  but  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  faci,  my-» 
self  having  been  in  advance. 

Q.  When  you  began  your  march  on  the  2d  of 
July,  in  consequence  of  the  order  you  stated,  had 
you  received  from  General  Whitelocke  any  account 
of  what  was  the  amount  of  the  force  under  your 
command,  in  men  and  in  artillery? 

A.  I  cannot  exactly  answer  that :  I  should  think 
General  Craufurd's  division  was  sometliing  under 
900  men ;  of  the  36th,  and  88th  regiments,  so  many 
men  were  unable  to  advance  from  the  fatigue  of 
the  preceding  march,  that  the  number  of  effect- 
ive men  left  m  those  two  regiments,  by  the  time  I 
crossed  the  Chuello,  was  very  much  reduced.  On  the 
preceding  evening,  so  many  men  were  lame  and 
tired  by  tlie  time  I  got  to  Reduction,  that  I  was 
obliged  to  leave  150  there.  On  tlie  succeeding  mora- 
ingwhen  I  gave  tlie  order  to  march,  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Lumlcy  reported  to  me,   that  there  were  a  vast 
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men  to  be  sent  up  to  the  principal  division  of  the 
army  at  Reduction ;  but  I  cannot  correctly  state  the 
amount  of  their  number;  there  remained  so  little  day- 
light to  execute  the  order  whicji  I  had  received,  that 
I  did  not  like  to  submit  to  the  delay,  wliich  the  col- 
lection of  regular  returns  would  have  caused..  Per- 
mit me  to  add,  the  artillery  were  two  six  and  two 
three  pounders ;  the  badness  of  the  horses,  and  the 
difficulty  of  the  passes,  was  such,  that  mth  the  great- 
est zeal  and  exertions  on  the  part  of  Captain  Frazer, 
it  was  impossible  to  get  them  up  to  the  Coral  till 
long  after  the  action  had  ceased  that  evening. 

Q.  Will  you  state,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  the  num  1 
ber  of  the  troops  |under  your  command  at  the  time 
alluded  to  in  the  last  question  ? 

A.  I  should  thmk  the  amount  qf  those  two  batta- 
lions were  not  more  than  a  thousand  men  fit  to 
inarch ;  but^I  cannot  say  exactly,  the  men  fell  out  so 
constantly,  that  it  is  impossible  to  say. 

Q.  Having  stated  tliat  you  had  been  informed  by 
General  Whitelocke  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  that 
another  regiment  would  be  sent  to  join  you  on  the 
march ;   did  that  regiment  join  you  ? 

A.  It  did  not  come  up  till  the  main  division  of  the 
army  came  upon  the  third;  it  never  joined  me  sepa- 
rately ;  it  was  tlie  87tli. 

Q.  Having  been  directed  to  undertake  to  perform 
such  important  operations  with  the  forces  described, 
what  report  was  you  directed  to  make  to  General 
Whitelocke  during  the  separation  of  the  advanced 
guard  under  your  command  from  the  main  body? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  that  there  was  any  specific 
order  upon  that  subject.  When  I  marched,  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Bourke  informed  me,  that  it  was  Gene- 
ral Whitelocke's  intention  to  support  me  with  the 
whole  army.  I  waited  till  10  o'clock  on  the  succeeding 
day ;  when,  hearing  nothing  of  the  main  division, 
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9ent  all  officer  trltti  Cbe  87th  light  eompanj  to  en« 
deavour  to  find  them :  the  officer  succeeded  in  doing 
so,  and  returned  with  the  main  division. 

Q.  Do  you  know  to  what  distance  General 
Whitelockes  nlarch  on  the  2d  removed  the  main 
body  of  the  army,  from  the  fine  of  operation  of  the 
advanced  guard  ? 

A.  Not  knowing  where  the  main  division  was 
posted  on  the  night  of  the  2d,  I  cannot  at  all  tell 
you. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any  directions  from  General 
Whitelocke  to  keep  up  a  communication  witfi  the 
main  body  of  the  army  during  the  separation,  through 
the  medium  of  patrol,  or  in  any  other  manner? 

A.  None  whatever :  I  considered  the  order  to  make 
my  lodgement  good  in  the  suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
peremptory ;  and  I  should  have  attempted  it  under 
any  circumstances  whatever  without  at  all  looking  to 
the  main  division  of  the  army. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  the  corps  under  your  com^ 
mand,  after  having  driven  a  considerable  number  of 
cavalry  across  the  Chuello,  crossed  that  river,  and 
came  in  presence  of  a  formidable  body  of  infantry 
and  artillery,  towards  the  evening  of  tlie  Sd ;  could 
you  derive  any  Support  from  the  main  body  under 
General  Whitelocke,  had  circumstances  of  action 
brought  your  corps  into  imminent  danger  at  that 
period? 

A.  Certainly  not:  tiiere  was  no  assistance  which  I 
could  derive  from  a  corps  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Chuello,  that  could  have  availed  me  at  all  on  that 
night. 

Q.  Will  you  state  what  appearances  of  hostility  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy  you  observed,  or  wa3  informed 
of,  between  the  period  of  the  landing  and  your  tak« 
ing  post  at  the  Coral  ? 

A.  Between  the  28th  and  the  morning  of  the  2d, 
I  saw  nothing  but  the  peasants  of  the  country,  at 
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least  people 'apf)arcntly  the  peasants  of  the  country^ 
who  were  all  mounted,  and  who  constantly  kept  up 
a  desultory  fire  upon  the  column,  except  when  I  ap- 
proached the  village  of  Reduction,  where  I  saw  so 
considerable  a  number  of  these  men  in  a  body,  thafe 
I  formed  General  Craufurd's  division  in  a  line,  and 
then  a  rapid  advance  drove  them ;  and  I  took. up  my 
position  for  the  night  without  any  other  difficulty  thaa, 
what  arose  from  their  attempts  to  cut  off  sentries, 
and  straggling  men,  while  ascending  up  the  ri^t 
bank  of  tbe  Chudla    On  the  morning  of  the  2d,  I 
fell  in  with  a  considerable  body  of  cavalry,  perhaps 
600,  many  of  whom  were  clothed  uniformly,  and  had 
the  appearance  of  regular  soldiers ;  the  rest  were  of 
the  same  description  with  those  I  had  seen  on  the 
preceding  day;   I  observed  the  left  bank  of  the 
Chudlo   apparently  lined  with  corps  of  infantry; 
tbey  marched  by  their  right,  opposite  to  me  for  some 
time,  apparently  with  a  desim  of  defending  the  high 
ginnmd  above  the  Chico  PaS,  over  the  Chuello.      I 
tut-^marched  them  so  considembly,  that  tbey  werer 
foiled  in  their  attempt,  and  immediately  after  I  had 
passed,  I  observed  them  make  that  movement  wlucb 
I  have  before  described. 

Q.  Was  the  Chico  Pass  a  pass  by  which  the  ad- 
vanced guard  under  your  command  passed  the  river 
Choello?  *  . 

A.  I  believe  so. 

Q.  What  was  the  breadth  and  depth  of  the  river 
tt  thai  pass,  as  well  as  you  can  tell  r^ 

A.  The  breadth  about  30  yards'  the  depth  so 
considerable,  that  we  were  obliged  to  unload  the  ar^t 
tillery  and  carry  the  ammunition  over  on  men  s  heads, 
•nd  to  oblige  the  infantry  to  carry  their  cartridge^ 
I  boxes  on  dieir  i^oulders,  to  prevent  their  being 
wetted. 
Q.  Did  you  receive  any,  and  what,  intelli^nce  of 
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the  plans  or  movements  of  the  enemy,  between  the 
period  of  landing  and  the  taking  post  at  the  Coral  ? 

A.  None  whatever,  witli  the  exception  of  one; 
every  house  was  deserted,  and  every  man  was  ac- 
tively employed  in  arms  against  us. 

Q.  At  about  what  hour  of  the  2d  did  the  advanced 

giard  under  your  command  aiiive  at  the  ford,  the 
hico  Pass  ? 

A.  About  one  o'clock,  I  believe :  I  am  not  very 
sure  tliat  I  am  accurate. 

Q.  If  you  had  received  orders  from  General 
Whitelocke,  to  inform  him  of  the  discovery  of  ■  the 
ford,  and  had  in  consequence  given  him  that  informa- 
tion, how  many  hours'  march  would  it  have  taken 
for  the  main  body  to  have  reached  the  ford  ? 

A.  I  conceive,  from  the  position  at  Reduction, 
the  distance  to  that  ford  is  very  little  greater,  if  taken 
in  a  direct  line,  tlian  it  was  from  the  one  from  which 
I  advanced  ;  it  occupied  me  about  four  hours  tq  aF<» 
rive  at  the  ford :  when  1[  arrived  there,  I  saw  Lieu- 
tenant Whitelocke's  division  at  a  very  considerable 
distance  on  the  heights,  apparently  in  motion.  I 
cannot  attempt  to  guess  what  that  distance  was,  but 
it  was  so  great,  tliat  we  could  not  positively  ascertain, 
with  the  best  spying-glasses,  whether  it  did  move,  or 
which  way. 

Q.  Supposing  General  Whitelocke,  in  consequence 
of  your  having  given  him  such  information,  had 
inarched  the  main  body  to  tlie  ford ;  would  there  have 
been  any  separation  of  the  columns  for  a  longer 
period  than  the  few  hours  which  he  states  to  iiave 
been  necessary  to  make  tlie  reconnoissance  ? 

A.  I  have  stated  that  I  was  four  hours  on  the 
march :  I  do  not  understand  tlie  question,  really. 

Q.  The  object  of  my  inquiry  is  to  know,  whether 
if  General  Gower  had  received  instructions  from 
General  Whitelocke  to  inform  him  whether  the  ford 
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was  practicable  or  not,  the  consequence  would  not 
have  been,  that  there  would  have  been  no  separation 
of  the  columns  beyond  what  must  necessanly  hafe 
taken  place  during  the  period  that  General  Gower 
was  marching  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  or  not. 

A*  Certainly,  if  I  had  been  ordered  to  halt  at  the 
ford  when  I  discovered  it,  the  distance  of  time  must 
have  been  diminished  in  proportion  to  the  advance  of 
the  main  division  towards  the  ford;  but  I  had  no 
other  means  of  communicating  but  by  sending  a  con- 
siderable corps  of  infantry  to  escort  the  officer  who 
carried  that  information,  and  therefore  it  would  have 
occupied  almost  as  much  time  for  the  transmission  of 
that  report  as  for  the  marching  of  the  column. 

Adjourned. 


THIRD  DAY. 

« 

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  1,  1808. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  ought  to  inform  the  Court, 
before  they  proceed  to  business,  that  an  application 
has  been  made  by  an  Honourable  Member  of  the 
Court,  stating,  that  in  consequence  of  the  dangerous 
illness  of  his  father,  and  the  physicians  having  re- 
ported that  th^t  illness  is  past  recovery,  he  has  re- 
quested that  he  may  be  excused  from  further  at- 
tendance in  this  Court ;  it  is  for  the  Court  to  decide 
whether  they  will  comply  with  that  request  or  not. 
I  apprehend  the  Court  consists  of  so  many  members, 
that  the  non-attendance  of  one  will  not  make  any 
difference  in  their  proceedings.  If  there  is  any  doubt 
in  the  minds  of  the  Court,  the  Court  must  be 
cleared. 

(There  not  being  any  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the 
Court,  the  Judge  Advocate  read  over  the  names  of 
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ti>e  ttiembers,  when  it  appeared  that  General  Sir 

jame$  Duffe  was  absent.) 

.  ^Me^r-Gemral  Gmvcr  calkd  in  again. 

JuigeAdvocatc-rr-ln  ordei-  that  you- may  be  aware 
of  the  object  of.  the  queatkni  I  am  about  to  put  to 
yoiu,  I  will.  pi*efaee  it  by  stating  w*hat  it  alludes  to. 
you  stated  in  your  former  evidence^  that  one  of  the 
orders  delivered  to  you  from  Genenil  Whitelocke,  on 
the  Sd  ia  the  mprning,  was,  that  the  87th  should 
join  .you  in  tlie  morning ;  end  you  also  statc^d,  that 
that  *  regiment  did  not  join  you.  The  question  I 
wibh  to  ask  is,  when  w^s  you  informed,  or  was  you 
?ver  informed,  that  the  87th  regiment  would  not  be 
sent  to  join  you  ? 

A.  I  never  received  any  information  on  that  sub* 
ject,  subsequent  to  the  delivery  of  the  order  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Bourke. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  when  you  marched  on  the 
2d,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bourke  informed  you  that  it 
was  Lieutenant-Gewferal  Whitelocke's  intention  to 
support  you  with  the  whole  of  the  army,  when  and 
where  were  you  first  informed  that  General  White- 
locke was  not  following  your  line  of  march,  and  that 
you  could  not  receive  the  support  you  had  been 
promised  ? 

A.  I  did  not  receive  any  information  that  General 
Whitelocke  was  not  following  my  line  of  march;  but 
when  I  crossed  the  Chuello  with  my  division,  I 
could,  with  a  spying-gla^s,  distinguish  the  principal 
division  of  the  army  on  tlic  heights,  at  a  very  con- 
siderable distance,  and  so  great,  that  I  was  con- 
vinced there  did  not  remain  sufficient  day-light  to 
enable  them  to  join  my  division. 

Q.  Had  you  any  knowledge  whether  thece  was  or 
was  not  a  reserve  tormed  from  the  rest  %i  the  army, 
independent  of  tlie  division  under  you  and  Generid 
Whitelocke  ? 

A.  I  have  no  knowledge  on  the  subject  whatever. 
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Q.  Whfirt  was  the  general  fece*  of  the  country 

through  which  you  marched;  was  it  open  or  en^ 

closed  ;  woody,  mountainous,  or  plain  ? 

•  A.  From  the  position  that  I  had  taken  up  on  the 

night  of-  the   1st,  to  the  Chuello  it  was  perfectly 

open,   without  even  a  hedge  of  any  species;  tiie 

-ground  rose  with  a  very  gentle  elevation  from  the 

banks  of  the  Chuello  towards  the  hei^t,  which  was 

the  continuation  of  the  one  upon  which  the  villa^  of 

Reduction  was  placed :   those  heights  appeared'  to 

extend  in  a  direction  nearly  parallel  to  the  course  of 

the  Chuello.  In  the  course  of  that  part  of  the  march, 

we  had  to  cross  a  very  considerable  number  of  boggy 

places,  which  rendered  the  passage  of  caniages  dif- 

^cult;   having  crossed  tlie   Chuello,  the    first  two 

miles,  or  thereabouts,  of  the  march  were  through 

low  meadows,  the  surface  of  which  was  wet  but  firm. 

We  then  ascended  some  heights ;  and,   from  thence 

to  the  Coral,  the  country  was  particularly  strongly 

enclosed  with  thick  banks,  and  very  strong  live  hedges 

upon  most  of  them. 

Q.  What  is  the  distance  from  the  Cliico  Pass  to 
the  suburbs  opposite  the  Miserere  ?■ 

A.  I  do  not  know  bv  admeasurement;  it  occu- 
pied  me  neaily  three  hours  to  march  it,  to  the  best 
of  my  recollection ;  I  did  not  minute  it  down  to  a 
moment 

Q.  Can  you  tell  about  how  many  miles  witliout 
admeasurement  ? 
A.  I  should  tliink  between  six  and  seven. 
Q.  Can  you  tell  about  what  distance  it  is  from  tlie 
bridge  over  the  Chuello  to  the  Chico  Pass  ? 
A.  I  cannot  * 

Q.  Can  you  tell  how  many  days'  provision  your 
division  had  when  you  marched  from  Ensenada  ? 

A.  When  they  landed,  they  had  three  days'  beef 
and  bread,  and  one  day's  spirits,  in  possession  of  the 
ii)en. 
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^  1>h)  you  receive  any  supply  of  provisions  from 

i  Mmiw  body,  or  the  fleet,  during  your  march  from 
V.UBd^Hida  to  Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A%  None,  except  a  very  small  quantity  of  spirits, 
iH>t  amounting  to  the  third  of  an  allowance  for  one 
day,  which  a  subaltern  officer  of  tlie  36tb  regiment 
brought  for  the  use  of  hb  own  corps ;  the  others*  re- 
ceived notliing. 

Q.  Did  you  obtain  any  supplies  of  provision^ 
from  tlie  country  during  your  march  ? 

A.  On  the  28th,  none;  on  tlie  29th  and  30th  two 
pioneers,  who  were  in  the  service  of  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Lumley,  caught  some  few  bullocks;  on  the  1st 
my  men  had  nothing  till  I  came  to  my  position  that 
night,  having  captured  some  sheep ;  after  that  they 
were  delivered  to  the  troops.  In  driving  the  enemy 
through  the  village  of  Reduction,  I  got  a  very  small 
quantity  of  bread,  but  so  small  as  to  be  hardly  worth 
dividing  among  the  men.  On  the  2d  I  had  no  pro- 
visions ;  the  result  of  my  success  on  that  night  was  the 
capture  of  some  bullocks  in  the  Coral,  and  of  about 
as  much  bread  as  would  serve  both  divisions  of  troops 
for  about  two  days,  as  it  was  reported  to  me ;  and 
that  came  into  my  possession  so  late,  that  none  of  it 
could  be  served  till  the  mormng  of  the  3d. 

Lord  Cathcart. — Q.  When  you  say  both  divisions 
of  troops,  do  you  mean  the  two  brigades,  or  the  two 
divisions  of  tlie  army  ? 

A.  The  two  divisions  of  the  army. 

Judge  Advocate. — Q.  Had  you  any,  and  what,  in- 
formation of  the  main  body  of  the  Spanish  army  on 
the  2d  ? 

A.  I  have  already  stated  that  I  saw  large  corps  of 
infantry  on  the  opposite  bank  of  tlie  Chuello ;  whe-> 
ther  they  composed  the  main  body  of  the  army  or 
not;  I  do  not  know  :  1  had  no  other  information  on 
tlie  subject. 

Q.  M'hen  General  Whitdocke  came  up  with  tbt 
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main  body  on  the  3d,  did  you  receive  any  informa- 
tion from  him  respecting  a  reserve  ? 

A.  lie  ordered  me  to  form  bis  army  in  line,  and 
then  I  discovered  that  the  40th  foot  arid  the  17th  re- 
giment of  light  dragoons  dismounted  were  absent^ 
M'ith  Colonel  Mahon  s  brigade. 

Q.  Were  you  informed  by  General  Whitelocke 
where  those  regiments  were  posted  ? 

A.  He  subsequently,  ut  his  own  quarters,  informed 
nie  that  he  had  left  them  at  the  village  of  Reduction^ 
but  for  what'purpose  I  never  clearly  understood. 

Q.  What  did  Colonel  Mahon's  brigade  at  that 
time  consist  of,  exclusive  of  the  40th  foot  and  17th 
regiment  of  jight  dragoons  ? 

A.  The  45th  regiment ;  but  I  am  not  really  cer- 
tain whether  the  four  dismounted  troops  of  the  car- 
bineers belonged  to  it  or  not.  I  believe  it  would  be 
right  that  I  should  add  to  tiiat,  that  such  was  the  ar- 
rangement the  last  time  I  had  communication  with 
the  principal  division ;  but  it  was  possible  the  ar- 
rangement might  have  been  altered  after  I  was 
detached. 

Q.  Was  any  communication  opened  with  that  re- 
serve under  Colonel  Malion,  or  with  the  navy,  be- 
tween the  junction  with  the  advanced  guard  and  the 
main  body  on  the  3d  and  the  period  of  the  attack?. 
A.  None  that  I  ever  heard  of. 
Q.  What  information  respecting  the  enemy's  force 
and  operations  did  you  obtain  from  the  prisoners 
made  on  the  2d  ? 

A.  I  obtained  myself  very  little  :  I  was  present  at 
very  few  of  the  examinations.  The  outline  of  the  in^ 
formation  whicli  I  got  was,  that  till  mid-day  of  the 
2d  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  attention  and  force 
was  directed  towards  the  sea  line  of  Buenos  Ayres,' 
or  rather  to  tlie  line  of  the  Plata  of  Buenos  Ayres/ 
and  to  the  bank  of  the  Chuello ;  that  about  that  time 
U  was  reported  that  they  h»d  btended  to  removq 
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tbeir  guns,  and  draw  in  the  principal  part  pf  their 
force  towards  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  to  defend 
their  streets  by  movable  columns* 

Q.  By  whom  were  the  prisoners  examined  ? 

A.  They  were  examined  at  Lieutenant-General 
Whitelocke's  quarters;  I  bclicre,  generally  by  himself. 

Q.  Was  there  no  examination  of  prisoners  previous 
to  General  Whitelockes  airival  on  the  Ist? 

A.  No  regular  one  by  myself;  1  spoke  to  several 
of  them,  but  their  information  seemed  to  me  so  little 
5atisfactory  (for,  from  their  own  statement,  tlie  enemy 
were  in  the  act  of  adopting  new  measures  when  they 
marched),  that  1  did  not  give  myself  much  trouble 
About  them. 

Q.  I  wish  to  know  whether  any  and  what  measures 
were  taken,  in  the  interval  after  the  junction  of  the 
main  body  on  the  3d,  and  the  attack  on  the  :5th,  to  en- 
sure the  success  of  the  operations  against  the  towtf  ? 

A.  The  question  is  so  general,  it  is  utterly  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  answer  it.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  know 
what  all  the  officers  of  that  army  did ;  the  whole  army 
were  to  bear  a  share  in  it :  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
say  what  share  each  took. 

Judge  Advocate.  I  will  read  tlie  question  and  an- 
swer from  the  evidence  of  Friday  : — 

The  Judge  AdcaccUe  read  the  folUnoing  questions 
and  ansiversjrom  the  former  evidence  asfoUmcs : — 

"  Q.*  Will  you  state  all  that  you  saw  and  know  of 
*'  the  operations  of  the  army  during  that  period  ? 

"  A.  On  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant-Gencral  White- 
^  locke  8  column,  he  directed  that  the  whole  should 
"  be  formed  on  the  continuation,  or  rather  on  the 
'*  prolongation,  of  tiie  line  previously  occupied  by  the 
"  brigad^  under  Brigadier-G  eneral  Lumley  and  Briga- 
"  dier-General  Cranfiird,  as  the  pressure  of  the  enemy 
^*  was  veiy  considerable  opoa^  tlie  piquets.  Shortiy 
'^  after  thai  time  he  directed  the  tine  to  be  witlidrawn 
^'  I6r  a  siK)rtt  period  behind  the  height  upon  which  Xhm 
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^'  Coral  is  placed,  that  the  piquets  should  fall  back 
"  rapidly  on  it,  to  endeavour  to  entice  a  coosidei*able 
*^  body  of  men  out  into  the  open  ground.  It^did  not 
'^  succeed,  as  they  would  not  quit  the  buildings  ;;an^ 
•*  we  were  obliged  to  re-occupy  our  original  ali<jrnnieot 
**  and  position  for  piquets,  the  LieuteRant-^ehetrf 
"  wishing  to  place  the  men  under  cover  from  the  in- 
"  clemency  of  tlie  weather.  The  same  finng  continued 
'*  on  tlie  piquets  during  the  whole  of  the  day  of  .the 
"  4tli,  not  in  equal  strengtli,  but  there  was  some  dm* 
"  ing  the  whole  of  the  day,  by  which  we  sustained  cout 
"  siderable  loss.  > 

"  Q.  What  were  the  orders  issued  by  General 
'^  Whitelocke  after  his  arrival  at  the  Coral  subsequent 
"  to  the  junction  ?  . 

. "  A,  Those  which  I  have  already  detailed,  and  also 
'^  those  which  are  described  in  the  public  dispatches 
*^  of  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  previous  to  tho 
"  attack  of  the  fifth  of  July ;  there  was  also  anorder^ 
"in. which  the  Lieutenant-General  was  pleased  to 
"  approve  of  the  conduct  of  my  divisioA,  in  the  action 
^*  of  tlie  2d." 

Judge  Advocate. — Now  I  certainly  wL^h  to  ascer- 
tain whether  there  were  any  other  operations  that 
General  Gowerwas  aware  of. 

A.  LieutenantrGeneral  Whitelocke  ordered  that 
all  officers  commanding  brigades  and  regiments  should 
attend  at  his  quarters  on  the  morning  of  the  4th ; 
when  there,  the  orders  were  delivered  to  them  which 
were  to  be  put  in  execution  on  the  next  morning,  and 
they  were  directed  to  gain  every  inforttiation  they 
could  of  the  particular  portion  of  the  towi^  which 
would  &11  to  their  share  in  the  first  instance  during; 
the  attack :  and  all  the  tools  which  could  be  collected^ 
and  which  were  applicable  to  forcing  the  doors  and 
windows  of  the  houses,  were  direct(>d  to  be  searched 
for.  The  detail  of  that  attack  is  published  in  Lieute^ 
nant-General  Whitelocke's  letter,  but^  I  cannot  suffix 
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ciently  recollect  the  minute  parts  of  it,  to  venture  tq 
detail  it  from  memory.  • 

Q.  Had  the  pidn.  of  attack  been  communicated  by 
Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  to  any  one,  to  your 
knowledge,  previous  to  this  meeting  on  the  morning 
of  the  4th?* 

A.  It  was  certainly  to  myself;  and,  I  have  reason 
to  believci  several  others. 

Q.  On  what  day  was  it  Communicated?  was  it  com? 
snunicated  previously  to  the  4th  ? 

A.  On  the  evening  of  the  5d  to  me ;  generally  oil 
tiie  4th. 

Q.  Would  not  the  command  of  the  army  have,  de- 
volved upon  you  if  any  thing  had  happened  to  General 
Whitelocke? 

A.  Certainly,  as  the  senior  staff-officer  present,  ac- 
cording to  the  custom  of  the  service;  but  not  in  conse- 
quence of  any  dormant  commission,  or  of  any  provision 
for  tiiat  purpose. 

Q.  Had  you  had  such  confidential  communication 
with  General  Whitelocke  of  the  intentions  of  Govern- 
ment in  sending  out  that  expedition,  and  of  General 
Whitelocke's  plans  of  operation,  as  to  have  enabled  you, 
in  that  event,  to  have  carried  them  into  execution  ? 

A.  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  was  pleased  to 
show  me  the  instructions  under  which  he  acted  in  an 
early  period  of  thfe  voyage,  in  the  Thisbe;  they  wer^ 
voluminous,  and  I  have  a  very  indistinct  recollection 
of  the  matter  contained  in  them  now :  I  have  already 
stated  that  I  never  heard  of  any  thing  like  a  plan  of 
operations  in  the  river  Plate. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  in  orders,  as  second  in  command, 
or  had  you  a  letter  of  service  appointing  you  to  act  as 
such  ? 

A.  I  had  ho  other  letter  of  service  than  tlie  appoint- 
ment of  Major-General  upon  the  staff.  On  my  ar- 
rival with  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  at  Monte 
Videoj  in  notifying  to  the  troops  his  appointment  as 
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Comtnv^der  in  Chiefs  he  described  me  as  a  Major* 
General,  second  in  command;  in  tHe  latter  part  of 
the  service  I  commanded  a  brigade. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  now  putnn  the  plan  of  attack 
returned  by  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  to  the 
Secretary  of  State's  office ;  it  is  a  certified  copy  of  the 
paper  returned  by  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  to 
ihe  office  of  Secretary  for  the  war  department 

The  general  orders  containing  the  plan  <jf  attach^ 
read. 

Q.  Can  you  state  to  the  Court  why  the  attack 
vras  not  made  upon  the  4th? 

A.  Not  correctly. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any,  and  what,  information 
irom  General  Whitelocke  on  that  point? 

A.  On  the  4th,  when  the  orders  were  given  out,  it 
appeared  to  be  tlie  general  wisli  of  the  officers  who 
had  tlie  command  of  divisions,  to  liave  the  remainder 
of  that  day  to  reconnoitre  the  points ;  and  then  it  was, 
I  believe,  that  the  Lieutenant-General  definitively 
fixed  the  subsequent  morning  for  the  attack.  I  have 
already  stated,  that  he  informed  me  he  meant  to  sum- 
mon the  town  a  second  time  before  he  commenced 
the  attack;  and  the  summons  was  actually  scat  on  the 
morning  of  the  4th. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  General  Whitelocke  joined 
the  advanced  guard  about  two  o'clock  oh  the  3d, 
with  the  main  body,  can  you  tell  why  the  town  was 
not  summoned  that  same  evening  ? 

A.  I  cannot. 

Q.  Were  you  at  any  time  informed  by  General 
Whitelocke  why  the  attack  was  not  made  upon  the  4th? 

A.  I  have  stated  all  I  know  upon  that  subject 
fdready.  The  Court  cleared. 

m  Court  r.^. 
Judge  Jdvocate.—rGenersl  Whitelocke  wishes  to 
put  some  questions  ta  Major-General  Gower,  in 
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ionseqnencc  pf  the  evidence  he  has  given.  J'he  first 
question  is,  l)fd  the  information  you .  received,  or 
the  knowledge  of  the  disposition  of  the  inhabitant^ 
induce  you  to  think  it  unsafe  to  leave  a  suiail  de- 
tachment at  Coloniar 

A.  Colonia  was  nearly  deserted ;  its  inhabitants, 
therefore,  w  ere  not  of  moment.  The  information  I 
had  went  to  considerable  bodies  of  armed  men  which 
had  appeared  in  tlie  neighbourhood. 

Q.  What  was  the  disposition  of  the  inhabitants  of 
tlic!  country  towards  us  ?  and  was  any  readiness  shown 
to  afford  us'cither  assistance  or  information,  even  in 
the  most  private  way  ? 

A.  More  implacably  hostile  than  I  did  conceive  it 
pos^jible,  till  I  saw  it.  Except  one  smuggler,  who  was, 
I  believe,  by  birth  a  Portuguese,  I  do  not  believe 
there  was  one  man  really  attached  to  the  British 
cause  in  Spanish  America,  as  far  as  my  observation 
went. 

Q.  Were  not  the. civil  authorities  considered,  acp 
cc^ding  to  the  best  information,  as  the  persons  who 
had  promoted  the  insurrection  against  General  JBercs-» 
ford,  and  to  be  completely  hostile  to  us  ? 

A.  1  considered  it  so  certainly.  I  understood  that 
the  Court  of  Audienzia  had  usurped  nearly  the  whole 
power  and  authority  of  that  country. 

Q.  Did  you  not  consider  tlie  Court  of  Audienzia 
as  part  of  tlie  civil  autliorities  alluded  to  in  the  sums* 
mons  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  will  read  to  the  Court  a  paper 
which  is  just  put  into  my  hand  by  General  Whiter 
locke:  **  As  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  for  me 
*'  to  produce  other  documents  and  papers  belonging 
'^lo  this  part  of  the  charge,  upon  wliich  I  shall  have 
"  occasion  to  put  some  questions  to  ]Major-General 
*'  Gower  hereafter,  I  will. not  trouble  the  Court  witli 
•*  any  further  questions  now  J' 


43 

Judge  Adtocate. — I  have  no  questions  to  put  to 
Major-General  Gower  in  re-^aininatiop ;  it  is  therefore 
now  for  the  Court  to  put  any  questions  they  please. 

Examned  by  the  Court 

General  Sir  John  Moore. — Did  General  White- 
locke  inform  you  how  your  corps  was  to  be  supplied 
with  provisions  after  the  provisions  with  which  the 
nien  landed  should  be  expended? 

A.  No ;  I  had  no  orders  upon  the  subject. 
Q.  It  would  save  time,  perhaps,  if  I  put  the  ques- 
tion ill  such  a  way  as  to  produce  a  detail.  After  the 
arrival  of  Major-General  Gower  with  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  from  Monte  Video,  in  what  manner 
was  the  interval  employed,  I  mean  what  measures 
were  adopted  to  enable  the  army  to  proceed  to  the 
attack  of  Buenos  Ayres,  what  •  information  was  ob- 
tained with  respect  to  the  country  they  had  to  pass 
over,  what  measures  were  adopted  to  procure 
horses  for  the  cavalry,  for  the  artillery,  and  for  tlie 
transport  of  provisions  ?  I  conceive  by  putting  the 
question  generally,  Major-General  Gower  will  not 
only  be  able  to  answer  such  points  as  I  have  put  to 
Wm  but  any  others. 

A.  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  arrived  in  the 
Plata  on  the  9th  of  May,  on  the  11th  he  took  the 
command  of  the  troops.  The  force  was  then  divided 
int«  two  divisions ;  the  one  stationed  at  Colonia,  under 
Lieutdnant-Colonel  Pack  of  the  71st  regiment,  con- 
sisted of  a  small  detachment  of  artillery,  a  sub- 
altern officer's  detachment  of  artillery,  a  few  dra- 
ISPons,  three  companies  of  the  95th  regiment,  the 
light  companies  of  the  38th,  the  40th,  47th,  87th 
rcj^iments,  and  four  or  five  companies  of  the  40th : 
I  do  not  know  exactly :  I  am  not  sure  whether  it  was 
five  or  four  companies.  The  other  division  of  the  army 
occupied  Monte  Video,  with  its  suburbs  and  some 
detached  posts.     On  the  20th  of  May,  Lieutepant- 
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€reneral  Whitelocke  ordered  me  to  commtinicate  to 
Kear* Admiral  Stirling,  then  the  senior  officef  of  the 
navy  in  the  Plata,  that  he  wished  an  arrangement  of 
transports  to  be  made  for  the  reception  of  10,000 
men  for  their  passage  towards  Buenos  Ayres,  for  ton- 
nage for  1 8  pieces  of  light  artillery  with '  tlieir  .pro- 
portion of  ammunition,  for  two  batteries  of  heavy 
artillery,  and  I  believe  provisions  for  21  days  for 
10,000  men;  I  am  not  quite  sure  it  was  for  that 
number  of  days,  -but  I  am  quite  sure  of  the  num- 
ber of  me|i.  The  estimates  from  tlic  officers  at  the 
head  of  each  branch  of  service,  were  collected  botli 
for  dead  w  eight  and  stowage,  and  delivered  to  Rear- 
Admiial  Stirling ;  all  the  horses  that  could  be  obtained 
on  tlie  left  bank  of  tlie  Plata  between  Colonia  and 
Monte  A'^ideo  were  procured :  the  enemy's  parties 
had  driven  that  country  with  such  success  that  very- 
few  of  a  tolerable  description  remained,  and  even 
those  that  were  procured,  never  having  been  accus- 
tomed to  eat  either  dry  forage  or  com,  were  *  ex- 
tremely ill  calculated  for  embarkation.  Eight  trans- 
ports were  cleared  for  the  reception  of  such  horses 
as  could  be  procured,  and  Lieutenant-Genei^l 
Whitelocke  called  upon  all  the  British  subjects 
present,  whether  officers  or  civilians,  to  give  up  all 
the  horses  that  could  be  possibly  spared  for  the  pub- 
lic service.  What  numbers  were  procured  in  that 
manner  I  do  not  know,  it  did  not  pass  through  my 
hands;  nor  do  I  know  to  which  of  tlie  services,  whether 
the  commissariate,  artillery,  or  cavalry,  or  in  what 
proportion  of  commissariate,  artillery,  or  cavalry 
those  horses  were  distributed.  On  the  24th  of  May 
tliere  was  a  report  of  a  very  considerable  corps  of 
the  enemy,  estimated  at  4,000,  having  crossed  from 
Buenos  Ayres ;  and  it  was  stated  that  the  merchants 
had  lost  all  power  of  transmitting  their  merchandise 
into  the  country,  in  consequence  of  its  being  con? 
stautly  plundered  by  these  people.    Qp  the  12th  oi 
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June,  Lieutenant-Colonel    Backhouse,    ^ho  com^ 
manded  the  out-post  at  Canaro,  retreated  to  Mon* 
te  VidecK    From  the  number  of  the  enemy  that  ap- 
peared  in  that  vicinity  during  the    whole  of  this 
period,  the  garrison  at  Monte  Video  wad  employed 
in  embai  king  these  various  stores,  and  furnishing  the 
large  working  party  that  were  commanded  for  re- 
pairing and  adding  to  the  defence  of  tlie  place.     I 
was  present   in    Lieutenant-General    Whitelocke^s 
quarters  at  various  periods  during  that  time,  when  he 
examined  three  or  four  men  who  professed  that  they 
knew  the  country  between  Ensenada  and  Buenos 
Ayres,  the  vicinity  of  Quilmes,  and  all  the  various 
points  at  which  it  was  possible  to  land.     On  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Fly  sloop  of  war,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bourke  was  sent  up  the  river  to  reconnoitre  the  bank; 
be  returned  on  tlM3  28th  of  May,  and  reported  from  Iu3 
observation  that  the  Ensenada  of  Barragon  appeared 
to  be  the  most  advantageous  place  for  landing :  that 
the  enemy  did  not  at  that  time  appear  to  be  at  all 
jealous  of  it. 

Q.  Wece  any  measures  taken  to  supply  the  army 
with  provisions  on  their  march  beyond  the  supply  of 
three  days'  provisions  delivered  to  the  men? 
A.  None  tliat  1  know  of. 

Q.  Were  tlie  movements  of  the  rest  of  the  army 
communicated  to  you  in  orders,  or  in  any  other 
manner,  when  you  were  ordered  to  advance  on  the 
29th  and  30th  of  June? 

A.  On  the  29th  I  was  ordered  not  to  move  till 
the  main  division  of  the  army  qame  up  to  my  point ; 
on  the  30th  the  same  thing.  Lieutenant-General 
Whitelocke  then  asked  me  if  1  could  reach  Reduction 
that  night :  I  told  him  it  was  impossible  for  me  to 
tell ;  but  I  would  try.  He  then  acquainted  me  he 
Bhould  remain  with  tlie  main  division  at  the  point 
from  whence  I  was  then  going  to  march.  When  I  had 
marched  about  four  miles  I  found  the  battalions  of 
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General  Lumley's  brigade  so  totally  exhausted,  that 
if  I  had  advanced  furtlier,  I  should  have  left  the 
greater  proportion  of  the  men  behind.  I-  reported 
that  circumstance  to  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke; 
he  approved  of  what  I  did  in  staying  there,  and  or- 
dered me  to  remain  there,  till  he  joined  me  again  the 
n^ct  morning.  Lieutcnant-General  Whitelocke  joined 
me  between  9  and  10  o'clock ;  I  believe  it  was  on 
the  1st  of  July,  and  the  two  divisions  marched  to^e- 
ther  for  a  short  distance.  It  was  evident  that  the  co- 
lumn would  have  been  very  late  in  passing  Reduction, 
if  it  was  where  it  was  described  to  us  to  be,  for  it 
was  not  exactly  known  then  where  it  was,  as  there  was 
no  guide  who  spoke  accurately  as  to  the  distance. 
The  men,  particularly  of  General  Luniley's  brigade, 
were  very  much  exhausted,  and  Licutcnant-Gcneral 
Whitelocke,  to  give  them  a  chance  of  getting  on  with 
tolerable  rapidity,  ordered  all  the  blankets  of  the 
army  to  be  thrown  down,  and  tliat,  with  the  men 
thus  lightened,  I  should  attempt  to  get  towards 
the  Chuello,  beyond  Reduction,  leaving  the  village 
to  be  occupied  by  his  division,  if  he  cowld  get  up 
to  it. 

President. — As  two  of  the  Members  are  obliged  to 
go  to  the  House  of  Lords,  the  Court  is  adjourned,  and 
will  meet  to-monow  morning,  at  10  o'clock. 

Adjourned. 


FOURTH  DAY. 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY,   2,  1808. 

Major-General  Goxcer  called  in.     Exajuined  br/  the 

Coiu't. 

General  Sir  John  Moore. — Was  the  countrv  from 
theEnsenada  to  Buenos  Ay  res  so  little  frequented,  that 
a  perfect  knowledge  of  it  niight  not  have  been  obtained 
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at   Monte  Video,  as  well  as  men  found  who  might 
have  been  forced  to  guide  the  army  ? 

A.  I  should  conceive  that  the  road  from  Ensenada 
to  liuenos  Ajtcs,  in  consequence  of  the  fonner  being 
tlie  place  at  wliich  all  the  large  ships  that  arc  em- 
ployed in  tlic  commerce  of  the  latter  are  laid  up,  n 
vreWjitiown.  I  was  not  at  all  employed  relative  to  the 
obtainingofintelligenceonthat  point:  forn)y  OTvn  pri- 
vate information,  I  tried  to  collect  what  I  could ;  but 
I  could  not  find  any  body  who  spoke  very  accurately 
on  the  subject  at  Monte  Video. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  am  directed  by  the  Court  to 
read  to  the  witness,  the  latter  par.t  of  the  answer  he  has 
given,  and  to  state  that  it  is  not  a  full  answer  to  the 
question.     The  question  is,  whether   guides  might 
iK)t  have  been  found  for.  the  purpose  of  conducting 
the  army :  the  answer  is,  "  for  my  own  private  iu- 
"  formation  I  tried  to  collect  whfit  I  could ;  but  I  could 
"  not  find  any  body  ^^  ho  spoke  very  accurately  on  the 
"subject  at  Monte  Video." — Now,  that  is  hardly  an 
answer  to  the  question,  Whether  or  not  guides  might 
i^ve  been  found. 
A.  I  know  of  but  one  man  of  that  description. 
General  Sir  John  Aloore. — I  do  not  think  IVIajor- 
Oeneral    Gower    understands   the   question.     The 
^iiiestion  is,  whether  the  country  between  Ensenada 
atxt' Buenos  Ayrcs   is  so   little   frequented,   that  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  it  might  not  have  been  obtain- 
ed at  Monte  Video,  as  well  as  men  found  who  might 
have  been  forced  to  guide  the  army  :  for  iustance,  if  I 
^'isiied  to  be  guided  from  hence  to  Windsor,  there  are 
a  thousand  people  who  know  the  road,  and  none  of 
^iem,  perhaps,  choose  to  guide  me :  but  if  I  put  a 
ro|>e  round  tlieir  necks,  perhaps  they  Mould  ;  tliat  is 
the  meaning  of  my  cjuestion ;  there  being  so  many 
persons  at  Monte  Video  who  must  liave  known  tlie 
way,  and  who  might  have  been  forced ;  but  if  no  such 
people  existed,  you  can  answer  the  question. 
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A.  I  never  found  but  one  man,  that  I  know  oC  who 
ever  professed  tliat  he  knew  the  road,  and  that  man 
was  carried  up  to  the  anny  ;  all  the  others  whom  I 
pressed  on  tlie  subject,  stated,  that  they  had  usually 
gone  in  small  vessels  by  watei*  to  Buenos  Ayres,  and 
had  never  landed  at  the  Ensenada:  the  Ensenada  is  a 
mere  shipping  'place  for  Buenos  Ayres,  not  known  to 
the  people  of  Monte  Video  at  all,  but  well  known  to 
the  people  on  the  other  side. 

Q.  Was  there  a  communication  between  Buenos 
Ayres  and  Monte  Video,  before  Monte  Video,  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  English  ? 

A.  I  conceive  tliere  was  considerable  intercourse, 
in  as  much  as  Buenos  Ayres  was  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, and  Monte  Video  dependent  upon  it;  and  of 
course  there  must  have  been  an  intercourse  between 
a  dependent  government  and  a  superior  one.  The 
usual  method  of  communication  when  tlie  coun- 
try was  at  rest,  jf  tijey  did  not  like^  to  go  by  watet 
so  far  as  from  Monte  Video  to  Buenosr  Ayres,  was  to 
go  by  land  from  Monte  Video  to  Colonia,  wliich  was 
opposite  to  Buenos  Ayres,  but  I  do  not  believe  that 
people  willingly  go  to  the  Ensenada,  to  travel  by 
land  from  thence  to  Buenos  Ayres. 

Q.  Your  corps  composed  an  advance  guard.  Had 
you  any  detachment  of  tlie*  17th  light  dragoon^  witli 
you,  four  troops  of  that  regiment  being  mounted  ;  ai^d 
i]fyou  had  not,  will  you  say.  where  that  corps  and 
tliose  four  troops  were  stationed,  or  to  what  column 
attached  ? 

A.  I  saw  on  the  29th,  only  about  30  horses  in  posses- 
sion of  the  1 7th  light  dragoons,  that  could  be  called 
tolerably  fit  for  duty ;  what  had  become  of  the  rest  I 
know  not:  of  tliose  I  had  12,  if  I  recollect  correctly; 
but  in  two  days'  time  there  were  not  two  of  those 
horses  worth  consideration,  and  the  onlv  mounted  I 
had  were  three  orderlies  on  my  own  horses :  the 


49 

trctop  holies  were  so  bad,  as  not  to  be  worth  consi^ 
deration :  the  horses  of  that  country  never  eat  dry 
com  or  forage. 

Q.  Was  the  country  such  as  to  have  admitted  of 
the  march  of  the  army  in  several  parallel  columns,  and 
thus  to  have  shortened  *the  line  of  march  ? 

A.  From  the  Ensenada  to  the  heights,  I  never 
could  find  more  than  one  road,  though  I  have  triad 
it  in  every  direction.    Through  the  morass  from  the 
£jisenada  to  the  Chuello,  every  part  of  the  country 
seemed  to  be  equally  good  for  the*  passage  of  troops ; 
from  the  height  above  the  morass  to  the  Chuello^  the 
whole  country  appeared  to  be  equally  fit  for  the  pass- 
age of  the  army  in  all  directions :  there  were  no  im-^ 
pediments  in  one  place  more  than  another,  that  1  saw^ 
from  the  Chuello  toward  Buenos  Ayres ;  the  first  two 
milea  appeared  perfectly  practicable  in  all  directions^ 
tad  then  there  were  two  roads  to  the  suburbs. 

Q.  Can  you  state  the  reason  why  the  passage  of 
flie  river  was  not  attempted  at  the  bridge  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  correctly.  The  bridge  was  de- 
scribed to  be  of  wood,  and  in  the  direction  in  Which 
it  was  supposed  to  be,  there  was  a  very  large  fire^ 
which  the  ofiicers  who  had  been  in  Buenos  Ayres 
before,  and  the  guide  that  was  with  me,  believed  to  be 
the  bridge  on  fire. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  whether  the  bridge  was  or  was 
fiot  ever  reconnoitred  ? 

A.  Not  by  me,  certainly ;  I  do  not  know  whether 
iiny  body  else  did.  I  did  not  arrive  till  dark  that 
Dight,  and  I  received  my  orders  to  march  at  nine 
o'clock  the  next  morning;  and  the  distance  of  the 
bridge  from  my  position  I  believe  to  have  been  about 
six  miles.  1  do  not  know  whether  it  had  or  had  not 
been  reconnoitred. 

Q.  Was  it  not  possible  to  ascertain  the.  circum- 
stance whether  the  bridge  was  on  fire  ? 
A.  Certainly :  by  mai:ching  a  C9nsiderable  corps 
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A.  I  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant-General  White- 
locke  to  be  at  the  Coral  before  the  hour  at  which  the 
cannonade  was  to  commence;  that. I  was  to  wait 
there  till  he  arrived^  and  that  then  I  should  receive 
his  orders. 

Q.  Were  the  orders^  or  instructions  given  to  he 
General  Officers  on  tlie  morning  of  the  4^)^  verbal  or 
written  ? 

A,  The  order  to  me  was  verbal ;  the  orders  which 
the  Court  heard  read  yesterday,  was  the  detail  which 
was  read  at  that  time,  and  which  each  officer  copied. 

Q.  Was  it  tlien,  or  at  any  other  time,  communi- 
cated to  the  Generals  and  Officers  commanding  the 
different  attacks,  where  the  station  of  tlie  Commander 
of  the  forces  would  be  in  case  they  should  have  oc- 
casion to  repoit  to  him  ? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  that  it  was ;  but  it  may 
have  been  without  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Was  it  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the 
orders  ? 

A.  Not,  to  tlie  best  of  my  recollection. 

Q.  Upon  a  question  being  put  yesterday  to  Ge- 
neral Gower,  why  the  attack  was  not  made  on  the 
4th,  he  gave  it  as  a  reason,  that  the  commanding  of- 
ficers had  expressed  a  wbh  to  reconnoitre  their  pomts. 
I  wish  to  ask,  did  he  himself  express  a  wbh-  to  that 
effect? 

Judge  Advocate. — ^The  Honourable  General  will 
allow  me  to  turn  back  to  that  question,  because  I 
am  not  quite  clear  'that  it  is  correctly  stated.  The 
question  is,  ^*  Can  you  state  to  the  Court  why  the 
attack  was  not  made  on  the  4tli  ? 

^*  A.  Not  correctly. 

"  Q,  Did  you  receive  any,  and  what,  information 
from  General  Whitelocke  on  tliat  point? 

**  A.  On  the  4tli,  when  the  orders  were  given  out, 
it  appeared  to  be  the  general  \^'ish  of  the  officers  who 
liadth^  command  of  divisions,  to  have  the  remainder 
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of  that  day  to  reconnoitre  their  points ;  and  then  it 
was,  I  believe,  that  the  Lieutenant-General  defi- 
nitively fixed  the  subsequent  morning  for  the  at- 
tack. I ,  have  already  stated,  that  he  informed  me 
he  meant  to  summon  the  town  a  second  time ;  and 
before  he  commenced  the  attack,  tlie  summons  was 
actually  sent  in  on  the  morning  of  the  4th. 

"  Q.  Having  stated  that  General  Whitelockc  joined 
the  advanced  guard  about  two  o'clock  on  the  3d, 
with  the  main  body,  can  you  tell  why  the  town  was 
not  summoned  that  same  evening? 
"  A.  I  cannot. 

"  Q.  Was  you  at  any  time  informed  by  General 
Whitelocke,  why  the  attack  was  not  made  upon 
the  4th? 

"A.  I  have  stated  aH^I  Jaiow  upon  that  subject 
already.** 

Q.  Did  you  yourself  express  a  wish  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  4th,  that  the  attack  should  be  postponed 
till  the  5  til,  in  order  to  have  an  opportunity  of  recon- 
noitring? 

A.  No,  I  did  not.  I  believe  the  enemy  out-num- 
bered us  in  the  ratio  of  at  least  five  to  one  in  men, 
and  ten  to  one  in  artillery. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any,  and  what,  orders  to  col- 
lect horses  for  the  cavalry  and  artillery  at  Colonia? 

A.  Certainly  not.  The  order  that  I  received  was 
verbal ;  I  do  not  remember  it  literally,  but  the  im- 
pression it  made  upon  my  mind,  and  which  I  now 
have,  was,  that  the  great  object  of  my  being  sent  to 
Colonia,  was  to  expedite  the  junction  of  that  division 
of  troops  in  the  shortest  possible  time,  lest  bad  wea- 
ther should  set  in,  and  the  transports  be  damaged  in 
their  then  exposed  situation.  Colonel  Bourke,  the 
Quarter-Master-General  of  the  army,  was  sent^ith 
we ;  he  may  remember  it  more  correctly* 
President. — General  Gpwer,  you  were  sfcond  in 
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command.  Were  you  consulted  upon  the  mode  of 
attack  made  upon  Buenos  Ayres? 

A.  I  wish  to  ask,  whether  tlie  question  relates  to 
the  mere  attack  upon  ^ the  town,  or  the  general  con* 
duct  of  the  service. 

President, — The  attack  upon  the  town. 

A.  I  was.  On  the  evening  of  the  3d,  Lieutenant- 
General  Whitelocke  sent  an  order  that  I  should  come 
to  his  quarters  ;  he  there  asked  me  if  I  had  any  idetf 
how  the  town  should  be  attacked.  I  stated,  that 
having  moved  for  that  purpose  the  preceding  day,  I 
certainly  had  thought  on  the  subject.  He  askecl  me 
if  I  had  put  my  ideas  upon  paper ;  I  answered  that  I 
had,  and  he  desired  to  see  it  I  stated  that  I  had  it 
not  then  with  me,  that  it  was  at  fny  quarters  at  some 
distance,  and  he  directed  me  to  fetch  it,  which  I  did, 
and  delivered  it  to  him. 

General  NartoH. — Q.  Was  there  any  considerable 
variation  in  your  plan  from  that  adopted  by  General 
Whitelocke? 

A.  Yes :  mine  having  been  made  upon  the  march 
before  t  Knew  that  the  40th  foot  and  17th  light 
dragooiis  would  not  be  there,  included  them  also. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  difference  in  the  plan  ? 

A*  "'My  first  idea  was  an  attack  from  the  corps  in 
column  from  a  central  point,  and  tlierefore  it  would 
have  been  a  deployment  previous  to  attack.  The 
subsequent  attack  was  .made  from  the  army  when 
stationed  in  one  line,  consequently  it  was  not  neces- 
sary that  that  deployment  should  take  place  pre- 
viously. I  do  not  know  that  that  can  be.  stated  as 
a  very  considerable  difference,  but  it  was  a  difference 
In  the  plan  originally  stated  by  me ;  the  basis  of  the 
plan  adopted  by  General  Whitelocke  was  very  much 
like  mine. 

Q.  What  was  the  distance  between  the  village  of 
Reduction  and  the  position  of  your  corps  on  the  night 
pfthe  1st  of  July? 
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A.  I  should  think  between  three  and  four  QaUes. 
Q.  Was  the  nature  of  the  country  such  that  the. 
route  t^en  by  your  corps  could  have  been  seen 
from  the  village  of  Reduction  on  the  morning  of 
the  2d?  . 

A.  I  shoul4  think  so.  I  saw  the4)rincipal  column 
during  the  greater  part  of  thp  day,  and,  apparently,, 
just  as  it  quitted  the  village  of  Keduction ;  and^  there- 
fore, I  should  think  they  could  have  seen  us. 

Q.  Was  there  a  free  communication  between  the. 
m^in  body  of  the  army  and  the  corps  under  your 
command  on  the  evening  of  the  1st? 

A.  There  was  no  communication  on  that  night." 
During  the  whole  period  of  that  march,'  it  was  im- 
possible to  communicate  with  tolerable  safety,  witli  a 
ferce  under  the  strength  of  a  company. 

Q.  Had  you  any  guide  with  you  on  the  morning 
pf  the  2d  to  show  you  the  way  to  the  Chico  Pass? 

A.  I  had  a  man  with  me  who  professed  that  he 
inew  the  road.  Brigadier-General  Craufurd  also 
captured  an  Indian  in  the  course  of  the  previous 
pight;  they  both  seemed  certain  of  its  existence,  but 
Dot  of  its  exact  position. 

Q,  Did  you  ever  hear  on  which  side  of  the  river 
General  Liniers  had  taken  up  his  position  in  order  to 
defend  the  passage  of  the  bridge? 

A.  His  batteries  were  certainly  all  on  the  western 
side.  I  have  heard  ijt  reported,  tliat  he  advanced 
over  tlie  bri4ge  with  some  infantry,  but  I  do  not  my- 
self believe  that  any  considerable  number  ever  passed 
in  our  presence. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  Buenos  Ayres  would,  in 
your  opinion,  have  been  carried  if  Lieutenant-General 
Whitelocke  had  followed  your  line  of  march  and 
passed  the  Chico  Ford  on  the  2d,  when  your  division 
passed  it,  state  the  grounds  of  that  opinion. 
A.  It  is  grounded  on  the  information  I  then  pro* 
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cured  frdm  the  prisoners,  as  I  before  stated^  that  the 
whole  of  the  enemy's  attention  and  means  of  defence 
had,  at  $o  late  a  period  as  twelve  o'clock  of  that  day, 
been  directed  towards  the  line  of  the  Chuello  and  of 
the  Plata,  and  consequently  the  pntranqe  of  a  body 
of  troops  into  th*  town  on  the  western  side,  was  by 
them  totally  unexpected  and  unprovided  for. 

Q.  Was  the  plan  of  attack  ordered  on  the  4th 
objected  to  by  any  of  the  principal  officers  of  the 
army? 

A.  Certainly  not :  I  believe  every  body  was  con- 
fident of  its  success. 

Gefieral  Pigot. — Q.  When  General  Whitelockc 
joined  you  on  the  3d,  did  he  assign  any  cause  to  you 
why  he  had  not  given  you  that  support  which  you  bad 
bein  induced  to  expect  upon  the  message  delivered 
to  you  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bourke? 

A.  I  understood  irom  him  that  the  cause  of  his  not 
sooner  arriving  at  the  Coral  was,  tliatr  his  guide  had 
lost  h]s  way. 

Q.  Were  the  officers  encouraged  by  any  thing  which 
dropped  fromrthe  Commander  of  the  forces  to  state 
their  objection  to  the  planof  attack  if  they  had  any. ** 

A.  Certainly,  and  1  did  not  hear  the  slightest  ob- 
jection. 

Q.  Did  they  express  their  approbation  of  it? 

A.  I  was  so  peculiarly  situated  with  the  Com- 
mander of  the  forces  that  I  had  very  little  commu- 
nication with  any  of  them;  with  the  few  I  had,  they 
appeared  to  me  to  approve. 

Q  What  was  that  particular  situation  with  the 
Commander  of  the  forces  to  which  you  allude? 

A.  I  have  no  objection  to  state  that.  Lieutenant- 
General  Wbitelocke  was  particularly  jealous  of  tlie 
interference  of  any  of  his  inferior  officers ;  and  I  had 
it  remarked  to  me,  on  that  day  particularly,  by  the 
eonimanding  officers  of  artillery  and  commanding 
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oflEicers  of  engineers,  that  they  were  forbidden  to^ 
speak  to  him,  because  it  was  alleged  that  they  had  r 
shown  more  attention  to  me  than  tohim ;  and  there-  ' 
fore  I  was  precluded  from  any  communication  with 
him,  or  from  venturing  to  act  in  any  way  without  spe- 
cific orders. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  any  conversation  to  have  taken 
place  on  the  part  of  the  General  Officers  on  that  oc- 
casion? 

Judge  Advocate. — I  have  not  thought  proper  to 
interfere  with  any  questions  that  have  been  put,  be- 
cause I  considered,  that  vch  point  of  law,  the  fact  of 
approbation  or  disapprobation  of  the  officers  who 
were  called  together  to  consider  of  a  plan,  was  legal 
evidence ;  but  I  certainly  do  not  think  that  particular 
observations  made  by  an  officer  is  legal  evidence, 
when  those  observations  are  spoken  to  by  another 
party  who  was  present.     The  legal  evidence  would 
be  to  call  the  individual  officer  who  made  those 
observations;  but  the  evidence  of   Major-General 
Gower,  with  respect  to  the  observations  of  others,  is 
clearly  hearsay  evidence,  and  very  different  from  the 
approbation  or  disapprobation  of  tiiose  officers,  which 
undoubtedly  is  evidence ;  and  therefore  it  is  for  the 
Court  to  say,  whether  they  will  examine  now  to  that 
point,  or  whether  they  will  reserve  it  till  they  have  the 
evidence  (which  they  certainly  will  have)  of  the  Ge- 
neral Officers  who  were  present    If  it-  appears  that 
those  observations  were  made  in  tlie  hearing  of  G^* 
neral  Whitelocke,  then  I  apprehend,  according  to 
the  rules  of  evidence,  it  is  a  part  of  the  Rei  Gest«; 
but  whether  it  is  so  or  not,  is  for  the  Court  to  de- 
termine. 

Tlie  Court  proceeded. 

Q.   Will  you  state  whether  you  recollect  any  con- 
versation having  taken  place  on  the  part  of  the  Ge- 
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Judge  Advocate. — It  seems  to  be  a  doubt,  whc- 
tlier  there  is  not  an  inaccuracy  in  ttie  answer  given  by 
JMajor-General  Gower  to  the  last  two  points.  It  is 
understood  by  the  Court,  that  the  two  points,  the  Re- 
sidentia  and  the  Plaza  de  Toix)s,  were  stated  by  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke,  as  tlie  proper  places  of  retreat  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  is  so;  but  if  it  is,  it  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  last  answer  Major-General  Gower 
has  given.  The  question  is,  Were  there  any  places 
)K>inted  out  to  M-hich  the  army  was  to  retreat  in  case 
of  an  attack,  in  the  general  orders  or  otiierwise?  and 
the  answer  General  Gower  has  given,  is,  No.  Now 
if  these  places  were  mentioned  by  General  White- 
locke at  a  meeting  of  officers  or  elsewhere,  the  an- 
swer ''  No"  is  inconsistent 

Major-General  Gaicer. — I  wish  to  explain.  I 
meant  that  those  points  were  not  in  the  possession  of 
the  troops  when  the  orders  were  given,  and  therefore 
could  not  be  specifically  stated  as  points  of  retreat ; 
if  they  were  carried,  they  were  to  be  considered  as 
such.  I  understood  from  that  very  answer  to  Bri- 
gadier-General Lumle3^'s  question,  that  they  were  to 
retreat  to  the  outer  flanks  if  they  could ;  but  to  say 
j)eremptorily  that  they  should  retreat  before  they  knew 
wliether  those  poirtts  would  be  carried  or  not,  I 
think  impossible;  but  if  they  were  taken,  that  those 
wei'e  the  points  to  which  they  were  to  retreat.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  Court  heard  the  alteration  I 
made  in  my  answer  tlie  second  time  of  its  being  read 
over.     I  added  the  words — **  if  thev  were  carried." 

The  former  (msu:er  read  asjolhrus: 

'•  I  understood  myself,  that  the  llosidcntia  was 
*•  considered  a  good  and  defensible  point,  and  was  a 
*'  poin^  upon  winch  the  corps  of  the  riglit  wing  were 
'*  to  retreat  in  case  of  accident  if  it  was  carried,  au4 
'*  the  Plaza  deToros  the  place  for  the  kft.*' 
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Q.  What'toroe  was  appointed  to  the  left  on  the 
western  side  of  the  town  when  the  general  attack  was 
to  be  made  on  the  5th? 

A.  Four  troops  of  carbineers  dismounted,  eight 
troops  of  the  9th  light  dragoons  dismounted,  one  or 
two  companies  of  the  88tli  regiment,  I  do  not  know 
which,  and  a  very  small  piquet  from  each  corps 
that  attached,  to  carry  their  respective  packs. 

The  mtness  withdrew. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Richard  Bourkc  called  in  and 

sworn. 

Judge  Advocate. — Q.  Was  you  the  chief  officer  in 
the  Quarter- Master-General's  department  employed 
in  the  expedition  to  Buenos  Ayres  under  Lieutenant- 
General  Whitelocke? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  Relate  the  previous  measures  adopted  by  Lieu- 
tffnant-General  Whitelocke;  the  information  received 
by  hfm>  the  proceedings  of  the  expedition  under 
Lieutenant-General  Whitelockc's  command  from  the 
time  of  liis  arrival  at  Monte  Video,  till  the  night  of 
the  4th  of  July,  as  far  as  they  came  witliin  your  know- 
ledge, and  without  binding  you  to  the  order  of  time 
or  any  particular  mcthoci,  which  may  be  generally 
described  by  a  memorandum  which  I  will  put  into 
your  hands,  containing  the  points  to  which  I  wish  you 
to  address  yourself. 

The  paper  read. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Bourkt. — I  think  the  shortest 
way  to  answer  this  very  extensive  question  wocrld  be 
to  relate  the  circumstances  in  the  order  of  time. — ^The 
evening  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  arrived,  I 
was  introduced  to  him  by  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty,  who 
had  previously  commanded  at  Monte  Video.  On  the 
succeeding  day  I  attended  at  the  Government- House 
.  with  the  other  officers,  and  had  some  conversation 
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with  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  who  told  me 
he  was  pretty  weU  informed  of  the  actual  state  of 
things  fi-om  oir  Samuel  Achmuty,  and  that  the  first 
object  to*  which  he  had  to  direct  my  attention,  was  .the 
providing  sufficient  quarters  for  the  force  to  come 
out,  and  some  means  of  mounting  the  cavalry,  which 
he  said  he  found,  contrary  to  his  expectations,  were 
not  all  provided  with  horses.  He  then  introduced  me 
to  Major-General  Gower,  who  was  then  in  the  room, 
and  said,  this  is  Major-General  Gower,  who  is  the 
second  in  command,  with  whom  you  will  discuss 
those  points  upon  which  I  have  spoken  to  you.  I 
had  at  that  time,  and  frequently  afterwards,  a  good 
deal  of  conversation  with  General  Gower  upon  those 
subjects ;  and  it  was  found  in  about  a  few  days  that  it 
would  be  extremely  difficult  to  quarter  all  the  troops 
expected  from  England  with  Brigadier-General  Crau- 
furd^  but  that  there  would  be  no  great  difficulty  in 
providing  stables  for  the  cavalry.  Whilst  these  affairs 
were  transacting.  Captain  Thompson  of  the  Fly 
sloop  arrived  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  with  dis- 
patches from  Brigadier-General  Craufurd,  stating, 
that  the  Brigadier-General  was  to  leave  tlie  Cape  on 
a  certain  day  in  the  month  of  April,  I  foiget  exactly 
the  day,  and  was  shortly  to  be  expected  in  tlie  river 
La  Plata.  I  believe  the  day  after  the  arrival  of  Cap- 
tain Thompson,  the  Master  of  the  forces  sent  for  me 
and  said,  that  as  General  Craufurd  was  expected  so 
soon,  he  was  anxious  tluit  I  should  ^o  up  the  river 
and  examine  that  bank  upon  which  Buenos  Ay  res  is 
situated,  and  look  out  for  a  convenient  place  for  land- 
ing the  force  that  he  intended  to  take  against  the 
town.  I  was  also  instructed  to  go  to  GDionia,  in 
order  to  ascertain  if  Colonia  would  be  a  convenient 
place  of  rendezvous  for  the  sliips,  and  to  confer  with 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack,  who  commanded  ther^ 
upon  the  possibility  of  landing  a  small  corps  of  troops 
more  to  the  westward  than  Colonia,  in  order  to  cut 
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off  a  body  of  the  enemy  which  was  then  upon  the 
left  bank  of  the  river*    lliie  same  day  that  I  received 
those  instructions  from  the  General,  he  conferred 
with  Admiral  Stirling,  and  received  from  him  ail  the 
information  he  could  ^ve  respecting  tlie  possibility 
of  latKling  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  nver.     He 
consulted  at  the  same  time  with  an  American,  and 
\irith  Colonel  Dean  of  the  38th  regiment,  who  had 
been  at  Buenos  Ayres  with  General  Beresford.     I 
had  before  stated,  that,  from  every  thins  i  had  heand 
upon  the  subject,  the  Ensenada  de  barragon  was 
the  only  place  wh^re  the  troops  could  have  landed 
under  cover  of  the  ihips  of  war,  without  going  do\fa 
at  least  100  miles  to  the  eastward  of  the  %oym.    In 
'  consequence  of  this,  the  Genei*al  particularly  directed 
his  inquiries  to  the  situation  of  the  Ensenada,  and  to 
the  state  of  the  roads  between  Buenos  A]^res  and 
that  place.     It  was  stated,  that  the  Ensenada  was  '"\ 
the  place  where  goods  were  often  landed,  and  from     ^ 
thence  conveyed  up  to  Buenos  Ayres  in  wheel  car- 
riages.    That  evening  I  went  on  board  the  Fly  sloop, 
and  proceeded  the  next  day  up  the  river  with  Cap- 
tain Thompson.    'We  examined  upon  that  and  the 
succeeding  day$,  a-considerable  extent  of  the  coast 
from  at  least  60  miles  to  the  eastward  of  the  Ense- 
nada de  Barragon,  as  far  as  six  or  seven  miles  to  the 
westward  of  Buenos  Ayres ;  tiie  result  of  which  ex- 
amination was,  that  we  believed  that  tliere  was  no 
place  where  the  troops  could  t>e  landed  under  cover 
of  the  smallest  ships  of  war,  excepting  at  the  Ense- 
nada de  Barragon.     We  were  particularly  anxious  to 
ascertain  if  the  landing  could  be  effected  to  tile  west- 
ward of  the  town,  but  Captain  Thompson  was  decid- 
edly of  opinion,  that  the  navigation  was  too  intricate 
to  render  it  at  all  safe  to  conduct  a  fleet  of  transports 
to  that  point.   After  having  gone  over  to  Colonia,  and 
ascertained  that  a  large  fioiet  could  rendezvous  in  that 
harbour^  I  returned  to  Monte  Video  on  the  27th  or 
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28tli  of  May.  I  had  conferred  witli  Lieutcnant-Cq* 
lonel  Pack  upon  the  other  instructions  which  the  Ge- 
neral gave  me,  which  1  suppose  I  need  not  relate  to 
the  Court.  I  found,  upon  my  return,  that  General 
Gower  had  arranged  several  measures  with  Admiral 
Stirling,  with  regard  to  the  embarkation  of  the  troops 
from  Monte  Video;  that  it  was  settled,  that  the  trans- 
ports were  to  be  victualled  for  three  weeks ;  that 
supplies  for  10,000  men  for  three  weeks,  were  to  be 
embarked ,by  the  Commissary  General;  that  ISli^t 
guns  were  to  be  taken  up,  and  some  heavy  pieces ;  I 
think  four  £4-pounders,  and  two  mortars,  but  of  this 
I  am  not  certain.  The  whole  of  the  arrangement  of 
the  artillery  was  confided  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  tlie  artillery.  I  found  tliat  the  General  had  ^vea 
up  all  idea  of  mounting  tlie  whole  of  the  cavalry. 
Adjourned. 


FIFTH  DAY, 


WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  3,  1808. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Bourke  called  in  again. 

Judge-Advocate. — Q.  Do  you  know  whether  there 
was  any  accurate  survey  made  of  the  river  Plata  be- 
tween Monte  Video  and  Buenos  Ayres,  comprehend^* 
ing  both  banks  of  the  river? 

A.  There  was  a  survey  of  the  river  made  by  an 
officer  of  the  navy;  but  tliere  was  no  survey  made  of 
the  land. 

(The  last  paragraph  of  the  evidence  qf  yesterday 
read  over  to  the  witness.) 

Colonel  Bourke. — I  found  that  the  Lieutenaht-Gene'> 
ral  had  given  up  all  idea  of  mounting  the  whole  o^ 
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tlie  cavalry;  and  I  cannot  exactly  state  what  measures 
had  been  taken  in  order  to  procure  horses. — However, 
upon  appropriating  transports  to  the  otiier  services 
of  the  army,  it  was  found  that  but  five  vessels  would  re- 
main to  be  used  as  horse-ships.     Upon  my  report 
and  that  of  Captain  Thompson  of  the  navy,  the  Com- 
mander of  the  forces  seemed  disposed  to  fix  npon 
the  Ensenada  de  BaiTagon  as  the  place  for  landing 
the  troops  who  were  to  act  ag^nst  Buenos  Ayres.  The 
whole  of  the  information  whicli  we  had  received  rcf- 
specting  this  plac(%  and  the  roads  and  country  from 
thence  to  Buenos  Ayres,  amounted  I  tliink  to  this :  the 
distance  from  Ensenada  to  Reduction  was  said  to  be 
about  SO  miles,  and  from  thence  to  Buenos  Ayres  nine 
miles :  that  there  were  three  ditlercnt  roads,  one  on  the 
sands,  one  through  the  marsh,  and  the  third  upon  the 
heights  ;  the  last  was  said  to  be  the  best :  that  hi  oitler 
to  reach  the  heights  some  marahy  grounds  must  be 
passed,  through  which  the  waggons  and  carts  of  the 
country  commonly  travelled :  that  the  heights  bdng 
once  gained,  tlie  road  was  then  firm  and  good :  tliat 
there  were  but  very  few  farm  houses  upon  the  road, 
nor  could  the  troops  expect  to  find  shelter  short  of 
the  suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres :  that  from  Reduction 
the  high  road  led  over  tlie  bridge ;  but  tliat  by  making 
a  considerable  detour  to  the  left,  we  might  if  we 
pleased  go  round  the  head  of  tlie  Rio  Chuello.   The 
whole  of  tliis  information  went  before  General  White* 
k>cke,  and  the  greater  part  of  it  was  contained  in  a 
memoir  written  by  a  person  who  accompanied  the 
expedition.— With  remrd  to  the  projects  of  the  ene- 
my, it  was  understood  that  he  intended  to  oppose  our 
landing  either  at  Quilmes  point,  at  tlic  town  of  Bue* 
nos  Ayres  itself,  or  at  San  Isidero,  to  the  westward 
of  the  town :  that  he  also  meant  to  dispute  the  passage 
of  the  river  Chuello^  and  had  constructed  batteries 
upon  the  left  bank  of  tliat  river.     M^itli  regard  to  hb 
force  the  reports  were  so  various  and  contradictory, 
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tliat  I  believe  no  credit  was  attached  to  any  of  them. 
The  force  nhich  was  embarked  and  assembled  near 
the  Enscnada  de  Barragon  on  the  26th  of  June, 
amounted  to  7822  rank  and  file,  including  150  mount- 
ed dragoons.  It  was  provided  with  18  pieces  of  field 
artillery,  and  206  horses  and  mules  for  their  convey- 
ance, and  for  that  of  small-arm  ammunition.  There 
was,  besides,  a  large  quantity  of  ordnance  stores  em- 
barked, and  a  reserve  ai'tiilery  of  some  heavy  pieces, 
n)ortars  and  howitzers.  Tiiere  were  intrenchmg  tools 
for  1000  men,  six  pontoons  and  their  carriages,  and 
gome  fascines.  There  was  camp  equipage  for  10,000 
men,  but  no  horses  had  been  embarked  for  its  convey- 
ance. The  embarkation  of  the  provisions,  or  the  nieans 
of  conveying  them  on  shore,  was  not  in  my  department, 
but  I  understood  tliere  was  provision  for  10,000  men 
for  two  months  at  least,  and  I  had  been  applied  to 
by  the  Commissary-General,  for  a  ship  to  convey 
mules  and  caits  across  the  river  from  Monte  Video  to 
the  landingptace. — I  should  observe,  that  in  thatJ823 
men,  were  included  1550  whicli  had  been  brought 
ever  from  Colonia,  on  the  25th  and  26th  June. 

I  am  now  to  describe  tlie  march  of  the  army  from 
the  time  of  its  landing  to  its  position  on  the  night  of 
llie  3d  of  July. — ^The  first  troops  were  landed  about 
half  past  nine  o'clock  on  tlie  morning  of  the  28th  of 
June :  they  consisted  of  General  Craufurd  s  brigade, 
which  were  nine  companies  of  the  light  infantry,  and 
tight  companies  of  the  98th  or  rifle  coq)S,  and  tlid 
38th  and  87th  regiments.  Those  corps,  except  tliree 
companies  of  the  rifle  corps  whicli  were  ordered  ta 
be  left  behind,  marched  to  the  heights  about  four 
miles  from  th^  landing  place  under  the  command  of 
MaJOT-General  Levison  Gower :  he  had  also,  I  be- 
lieve, some  niounted  cavalry,  and  two  field  guns  under 
liis  orders;  but  that  I  cannot  exactly  state,  because 
I  had  received  a  particular  order  from  tlie  General 
not  to  move  with  ttie  advanced  guard.  Before  suti-set 
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tMs  evening,  all  the  infantry  was  landed,  several  field 
gunSy  artillery,  and  staff  horses.    The  whole  of  the 
nirde,  except  Alajor-General  Gower's  force,  was  sta- 
tioned in  the  village  of  Ensenada  de  Barragon.    This 
evening  the  General  stated  it  to  be  his  intention  to 
march  the  next  morning  at  nine  o'clock  to  the  heights 
with  the  main  body  of  the  army :  he  desired  me  to 
remain  behind  to  hasten,  as  much  as  possible,  the  dis* 
embarkation  of  the  horses  and  stores  which  still  re* 
mained  on  board :  he  stated  also  that  he  wished  to 
have  a  considerable  supply  of  bread  and  spirits  sent 
up  tx>  the  heights ;  and  be  authorized  me,  if  the  Com- 
missary-General was  not  sufficiently  provided  with 
the  means  of  conveying  it,  to  have  pack  saddles  put 
on  some  of  the  cavalry  horses,  and  to  have  the  pro- 
vidons  conveyed  in  that  way.    In  consequence  of  this, 
I  believe  about  40  horses  were  turned  over  to  the 
Commissary-General.     By  sun-set  on  the  evening  of 
the  t9th,  every  thing  was  landed  that  could  be  con- 
veyed.    Early  on  the  morning  of  the  30th,  the  artil- 
lery and  commissary  stores  proceeded  to  the  heights. 
Oq  the  march,  the  officer  who  commanded  that  part 
of  tiie  artillery  showed  me  an  order  from  Captain 
Frazer  who  commanded  the  whole,  directing  him  to 
<iestroy  thot  Spanish  guns  if  he  found  any  difficulty  in 
hrin^g  them  tbrouim  the :  marsh :  as  I  supposed  this 
Older  was  witti  the  General's  consent,  I  gave  mine 
^.    I  left  the  artillery  on  its  march,  and  proceed- 
^  to  join  the  General  on  the  heights.     I  found  that 
Mi^r-General  Gower  Imd  marched  for  Reduction, 
having  under  his  oMers  four  companies  of  the  95th 
^ment,   and  a  light  battalion   under  Brigadier- 
G^ieral-Craufurdy  the  36th  and  88th  regiment  under 
Brigftdier-General  Lumley,  four  six,  and  two  three 
pounders,  /and  some  mounted  cavalry.     I  found  tha 
^^eoeral  .about,  to. move  with  ithe  main  body  of  the 
^y  to  the  ground  which  i  understood  had  been  oo- 
^pied  thd  evening  before  by  General  Gewer's  corps* 
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He  ordered  the  dismounted  part  of  the  17tb  light  ^ra« 
goons  and  tlie  40tli  regiment  to  remain  on  the  heigbts 
under  Colonel  Mabon^  to  eacort  the  artillery  when 
it  should  come  up.  He  then  moved  forward  with  the 
main  body  about  five  miles,  and  the  aripy  was  sta- 
tioned at  three  farm  houses,  about  two  mUes  distant 
from  each  ottier,  tlie  S8th  regiment  in  the  rear,  the 
5th  and  the  S7th  in  the  centre,  and  Colcmel  Maixin's 
brigade  in  the  front  The  part  of  Colonel  Mahon's 
brigade,  which  was  witli  the  main  body  of  the  armyy 
consisted  of  the  6th  dragoon  guards  dismounted, 
the  9th  liglit  drag6ons  dismounted,  and  the  45th 
regiment  of  foot.  We  received  information  that  the 
artillery  had  all  reached  the  heights,  but  that  the  sea* 
men  and  horses  were  too  much  fatigued  to. bring  it 
forward  on  that  day.  An  express  arrived  fi*om  Ma^ 
jor-General  Gower,  stating  that  he  had  halted  about 
seven  miles  in  our  front:  he  said  he  had  marched  too 
late  in  the  day  to  be  able  to  reach  Reduction  the  same: 
evening. 

Judge  Advocate. — You  are  still  speaking  of  the 
30th. 

A.  Still  speaking  of  the  SOth.  He  said  he  was 
anxious  to  take  his  corps  fresh  to  that  plaoe^  because 
he  bad  seen  some  Spanish  officers  reconnoitring  his 
corps,  and  he  conceived  that  the  village  mi^t  be 
occupied  by  the  enemy:  he  also  stated,  tiiat  if  he  did 
not  hear  furtlier  from  the  General,  he  should  pro* 
oeed  in  the  morning  for  Reduction.  In  answer  to  this, 
the  General  ordered  him  to  halt  wliere  he  was,  until 
he  should  arrive  with  the  main  body  of  the  army, 
which  he  hoped  would  be  early  the  next  day.  An 
order  was  sent  this  evening  to  Colooel  Mahon  to  pro* 
ceed  as  far  as  he  could  the  next  day  on  the  road  towards 
iloduetion..  On  .the  1st  of  July  in  the  morning,  the 
9M^n  body  -■  of  tlie  army  moved  forward  before  sun- 
pgCy  aiid  the  whole  ^vas  united  at  the  front  of  Ustantia, 
\vlmU>  is  a  iairm  house ;  Z  mean,  the  whole  body  of 
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the  army  under  General  Whitelocke.  After  some 
dday  at  this  place,  the  main  body  moved  fonvard 
and  joined  Major-General  Gower  about  11  o'clock. 

Q.  Was  that  at  Reduction  ? 

A.  No;   Major-General  Gower  had  fallen  short 
of  Reduction.     After  a  private  conference  between 
Generals  Whitelocke  and  Gower,  the  latter  moved 
forward  witli  bis  corps,  and  the  main  body  halted  for 
foil  an  hour     I  could  not  ascertain  the  exact  routr 
which  General  Gower  was  to  take;  but  about  one 
o'clock  the  main  body  of  the  army  moved  forward  for 
•Reducdon.    A  small  advanced  guard  was  formed  to 
our  colunm,  consisting  of  four  companies  of  the  rifle 
corps  and  four  grenadier  companies,  and  upon  ap- 
prraching  Reduction  I  moved  forward  with  this  ad- 
vance. I  found  some  of  our  own  dragoons  in  the  vil- 
lage, and  then  I  found  that  Major-General  Gowet* 
had  passed  through  it  witli  his  corps.     Shortly  after 
the  General  came  up  into  the  village,  and  recei^^ed  a 
dispatch  from  Major-General  Gower,  in  which  he 
stated  his  having  passed  through  Reduction  with  little 
opposition,  that  he  should  endeavour  to  push  on  that 
evening  to  the  Rip  Chuello,  and,  if  possible,  push  a 
tmall  corps  across  the  river.     A  little  before  sun-set 
the  main  body  of  the  army  arrived  at  tlie  village,  and 
was  stationed  in  front  of  it  a  few  hundred  yards.   Some 
time  after  sun*set,  a  second  dispatch  arrived  from 
General  Gower;  who  stated  that  the  ground  in  his 
front  appearing  very  marshy,  he  had  not  pushed  oti 
to  the  Uio  Chuello,  but  had  baited  about  two  miles 
from  Reduction ;  that  his  leading  brigades,  he  believed, 
were  about  five  miles  from  the  river,  the  bridge  over 
which  he  believed  to  be  burnt.     This  is,  as  far  as  I 
can  remember,  the  substance  of  the  dispatch.  Shortly 
lifter  we  had  reached  the  village  of  Reduction,  aiv 
officer  had  landed  from  the  fleet,  to  whom  General 
Whitelocke  had  given  some  directions  respecting  lad- 
ing some  bread  and  spirits  next  day  for  the  army. 
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Q.  How  far  is  Reduction  from  the  river? 

A.  I  believe  about  four  miles ;  I  cannot  speak  with 
certainty. 

Q.  Will  you  mention  tlie  name  of  tlie  officer  who 
landed? 

A.  I  do  not  know.  In  the  course  of  the  evening 
General  Whitelocke  informed  me  that  it  was. his  in- 
tention to  halt  the  next  day,  in  order  to  allow  Colonel 
Mahon  and  the  artillery  to  join  him,  and  that  the 
whole  of  tlie  army  niight  be  supplied  with  bread  and 
spirits.  It  was  also  settled  tiiat  General  Wl^telockc 
and  some  of  his  staff  were  tp  proceed  in  the  morning 
to  the  advanced  corps,  from  whence  he  was  to  pro- 
ceed with  an  escort  from  Brigadier-General  Craufurd's 
brigade,  to  reconnoitre  the  position  which  we  under- 
stood the  enf3my  occupied  on  the  Rio  Chuello.  It 
was  settled  also  that  the  fords  over  the  liver  were  to 
be  examined ;  and  it  was  imagined  that,  from  this  re^ 
connoitring  party,  some  project  of  march  or  of 
attack  would  be  formed  upon  a  sure  basis.  An  order 
was  sent  this  evening  to  hasten  Colonel  Mahon  for- 
wai*d  the  ne)(t  day.  This  I  think  closed  the  proceed-* 
ings  of  the  1st  of  July. 

On  the  Qd  of  July,  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  General  called  his  S^retary  and  myself,  and 
said  that  he  had  changed  his  mind,  land  would,  order 
Major-General  Gower  to  aK)ve  forward,  fis  he  was 
very  anxious  that  the  troops  .should  get  ii^tpcantQii- 
ments,  which  he  understood  ^Quld  be  found  in  tha 
suburbs  of  the  town  of  Bueqosi  Ayres. ;  He  dictated 
a  letter  to  General  Gower,  to  the  contents  of  wh^ch 
I  cannot,  at  tliis  length  oif  time,  positively  SH-ear,  but 
to  tlie  best  of  my  belief,  the  Alajor-General  was  or- 
dered to  proceed  with  the  coi*ps  under  his  command, 
and  pass  the  Rio  Chuello  at  the  £rst  ford  which  he 
should  find  practicable  above  the  bridge :  he  was  to 
take  up  a  position  on  the  heights  to  tiie  westward  of 
the  town,  and  was  allowed  to  enter  into  a  communi- 
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cation  with  the  Spanish  Commander,  upon  the  suh-i 
ject  of  the  surrender  of  the  town,  and  I  tliink  he 
stated,   upon  the  terms  which  he  had  aheady  dis-* 
cussed.     After  some  further  conversation  with  the 
General,  in  which  I  stated  to  him  our  extreme  igno- 
rance of  the  country,  and  pressed  upon  him  the  ne-- 
cessity  of  reconnoitring  the  river,  1  was  ordei^ed  to 
take  a  letter  which  was  then  written  to  Major-Gene-' 
ral  Gower  at  day-break  that  mornins;.     I  accord- 
jngly  proceeded  with  the  letter  to  General  Gower  and 
delivered  it  to  him.     He  complained  to  me  that  the 
S8th  regiment,  then  under  his  command,  was  cx^ 
treraely   unsteady  and    very  much   fatigued;    and 
seemed    altogether   dissatis^ed    at    the    order    he 
had  received.     I  stated  to  him  that,  as  the  distance 
between  the  two  corps  was  but  short,  it  might  f)er* 
haps  be  advantageous  if  he  would  communicato  with 
the  General  himself  upon  the  subject.     He  told  me 
he  had  received  a  peremptory  order  to  march,  and 
tiiould  obey  it.     He  then  sent  for  Brigadier-General 
Craufiird,  and  an  American  who  knew  the  country 
and  served  as  a  guide,- and  consulted  with  them  upon 
the  proposed  march.    He  particularly  questioned  the 
gpide  as  to  the  Passa  Chico,  which  was  supposed  to 
be  the  first  pass  above  the  bridge :  it  was  represented 
asavei^  bad  pass,  and  about  5  or  6 miles  distant  from 
the  MajoF-Generars  position.     As  for  as  1  can:  ro« 
memb^,  the  result  of  this  conference  was,  that  the 
Oeiicfal  w*ould  not  move  bis  corps  to  tlie  Passa 
Chico,  but  would  move  along  the  heights  and  endea- 
^ur  to  find  a  more  practicable  ford.     I  can  only 
state  this  to  the  best  of  my  belief  at  this  distance  of 
time.      Major-General  Gower  again   expressed   a 
good  deal  of  ^uneasiness  at  this  march  which  he  was 
<^ered  to  undertake;  and  I  told  him  in  consequence, 
timt  1  would  represent  the  matter  to  the  Generals, 
^ndthoft'i  thouglit  it  was  Jikely  that  be  would  move 
the  whole  army  to-  his  support;  but  that  upon  this 
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subject  I  could  speak  with  no  certainty,  as  the  Ge- 
neral had  not  cominunicated  to  me  whether  he  at- 
tended to  march  that  day  or  not  General  Gower 
then  wrote  an  answer  to  General  Whitelocke*s  order, 
which  he  gave  me  to  convey ;  and  he  desired  me,  at 
the  same  time,  to  write  down  the  terms,  which  he 
was  to  offer  to  the  Spanish  Commander.  Previously 
to  my  leaving  Reduction  that  morning,  the  General 
had  communicated  to  me  what  those  teims  were^ 
which  I  wrote  down  accordingly  at  General  Gow- 
er*s  request  I  cannot,  at  thb  distance  of  time,  ex« 
actly  state  what,  those  terms  were,  excepting  that 
the  principal  one  was  the  immediate  restoration  of 
the  7i8t  regiment,  and  the  prisoners  taken  under 
General  Beresford.  I  returned  to  General  White- 
locke,  whom  I  found  half  way  between  the  two  bo- 
dies. He  asked  me  if  General  Gower  seemed 
pleased  at  the  order  he  had  received.  I  stated 
that  he  complained  of  the  state  of  the  88th  teg^ 
ment ;  and  I  submitted  to  the  General,  whether  it 
would  not  be  advisable  to  support  him.  The  Ge* 
neral,  I  think,  first  proposed  sending  him  a  single 
regiment ;  but  a  short  time  afterwards,  he  ordered 
the  whole  army  to  march  at  ten  o  clock.  He  then  de* 
sired  me  to  iRTite  a  letter  to  the  Admiral,  to  state 
that  the  whole  army  w*as  in  motion,  and  proeeeding 
to  the  westward  of  the  town,  and  to  desire  that 
means  might  be  taken  for  landing  provisions  there, 
t^  and  that  the  ships  which  conveyed  the  heavy  artil« 
j  Jery  should  be  sent  up  there  likewise.  He  thai  de- 
"-sired  me  to  consult  with  one  of  the  guides  (the  same 
man  who  had  written  a  memoir  upon  the  road,  end 
who  appeared  to  be  the  most  intelligent),  as  to  the 
shortest  route  to  a  practicable  pass  over  the  Rio 
Chuello.  He  stated,  that  at  the  distance  of  about 
two  leagues,  in  a  south-westerly  direction,  we  should 
arrive  at  a  place  where  the  Rio  Chuello  was  quite 
passable ;  and  he  brought  us  .a  peasant  who  stafe^, 
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that  he  was  perfectly  well  acqiuunted  with  the  coun-  -. 
try,  and  would  conduct  us  there. 
Q.  Was  the  name  of  that  ford  mentioned  ? 
A.  It  was  not  mentioned  at  that  time.     General 
Wfaitdocke  had  some  conversation  with  thb  man^ 
and  be  desired  me  to  conduct  the  column  under  his 
direction.    The  army  marched  about  half  pest  ten 
o^dock,  and  proceeded  about  three  miles  in  a  south- 
westerly direction.    A  little  before  twelve  o'clock,  I 
saw  the  corps  under  Major*General  Gower,  at  about 
three  miles  distance,  proceeding  nearly  at  right  an^ 
^Jes  to  our  line  of  march.     I  stated  this  to  the  guide, 
who  told  me,  that  as  soon  as  we  had  crossed  a 
stream  called  the  Anroyio  de  Masiel,  we  should  move 
lo  the  same  direction  also.    We  accordingly  crossed 
the  Anroyio  de  Masiel,  and  proceeded  pretty  nearly 
b  the  directioa  which  the  guide  had  stated.    The 
gqide  then  showed  me  a  hi^  tree  upon  a  hill,  under 
which  he  said,  at  a  short  distance,  we  should  find  the 
fcord^  to  which  he  intended  to  conduct  us.    About 
half  past  two  o'clock,  as  we  were  moving  by  two 
laim  bouses,  the  General  proposed  to  halt  for  the 
day.     I  stated  to  him  the  information  which  the 
gpide  had  given  me,  as  to  the  distance  of  the  pass, 
and  also  stated  to  him  that,  from  my  communication 
that  morning  with  General  Gower,  I  was  convinced, 
that,  unless  be  was  actually  ordered  to  halt,  he  would 
cross  the  lAver  and  proceed  to  the  heights  to  the  west- 
ward of  the  town.    The  General  had  not  dedded 
whc^ther  he :  would ;  halt  or  not,  when  Sir  Samuel 
Achmuty  came  up,  to  whom  he  referred .  the  ques<- 
tim*     Sir  Samuel  immediately,  decided^  for  halting, 
Qtating,  I  think,  that  there  were  a  large  quantity  of 
sheep  close  to  those  houses,  and  that  ti^ere  was  fire^ 
wood  in  order  to  dress  the ,  meat    The  army  was  ac* 
4y>rdingly  halted,  and  formed'  two  lines.  Sir  Samuel 
Achmuty's  brigade  in  the  front,  and  Colonel  Mahon's 
in  the  rear.    An  offifer  and  some  dragoons  were  sent 
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back  to  Reduction  to  order  Colonel  Mahon  to  halt 
there  till  further  orders.  A  little  before  sun-set  this 
evening,  w€i  heard  a  cannonade  apparently  near 
Buenos  Ayres,  the  steeples  of  which  had  been  in 
sight  ever  since  we  left  Reduction.  On  the  3d  of 
July,  the  army  marched  a  little  before  day-break, 
and  passing  by  the  hill  which  the  guide  had  before 
pointed  out,  we  proceeded  towards  the  ford,  which 
he  then  told  me  was  called  the  Passa  Desamorom. 
I  then  went  on  about  a  mile  or  a  mile  and  a  half  in 
front,  witli  the  guide,  in  order  to  see  the  pass :  the 
water  was  so  deep  that  the  guide  swam  his  horse 
over,  but  proceeding  about  one  mile  furtlier  domi 
the  stream,  we  found  a  good  and  a  safe  pass,  llie 
army  had  arrived  at  the  pass  between  nine  and  ten 
o'clock,  but  as  it  was  exceedingly  narrow,  and  the 
water  nearly  up  to  the  arm-pits,  the  whole  -army  had 
not  passed  until  nearly  one  o'clock.  About  one  mile 
and  a  half  Irom  tlie  pass,  we  met  an  oifficer,  sent  by 
General  Gower,  who  stated  te  us  bis  having  been 
engaged  the  evening  before,  and  who  conducted  us  t6 
the  General's  position,  which,  I  suppose,  is  about  one 
mile  and  a  half  fuither.  We  found  that  his  advanced 
posts  had  been  engaged  all  tlie  moming,  and  1  ua* 
derstood  that  he  had  just  before  ordered  them '  to 
withdraw,  in  order  to  induce  the  enemy  to  attemjrt 
an  attack  upon  the  line.  I  went  in  with  Geiveral 
Whitelocke  to  Major-General  Gower's  quarters,  whft 
had  the  map  of  tlie  town  of  Buenols  Ayfes'  upon  -Ui^ 
table,  and  who  was  desired  by  General  Whitelockife 
to  point  out  the  best  position  for  the  troops  ttien 
come  up,  as  he  observed,  that,  from  iiis  having  httn 
longer  on  the  ground,  he  must  be  bettei^  acquaitited 
with  it  General  Gower  proposed  that  Sir  Samud 
Achmuty  s  brigade  should  be  placed  upon  the  left, 
and  should  ext^d  itself  as  lar  as  tl>e  Recolata  Con* 
vent,  on  the  hanks  of  the  river  Plata ;  but  as  tlie  di- 
stance was  too  extensive,  he  was  directed  to  place  bi^ 
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brigade  in  that  direGtion.  Colonel  Mahon's  brigade 
was  ordered  to  the  right,  as  the  enemy  did  not  come 
out  in  the  way  General  Gower  seemed  to  expect 
The  advanced  posts  of  the  army  were  ordered  to  be 
resumed.  I  went  to  the  right  of  Colonel  Mahon's 
brigade,  in  order  to  see  how  they  were  placed,  and 
returning  from  thence,  about  five  o'clock,  I  called  at 
General  Gower  s  quarters,  and  he  showed  me  a  plan 
for  an  attack  upon  the  town,  which  he  appeared  to 
have  Just  finished,  and  which  was  completely  detail- 
ed in  all  its  parts,  and  was  the  same  which  was  given 
out  the  next  day  in  orders,  with  some  very  trifling 
alterations.  I  proceeded  to  look  at  tlie  advanced 
posts  of  the  centre,  and  left  General  Gower,  as  I  un- 
derstood, going  to  head-quarters  with  the  «plan.  I 
reached  head-c^uarters  after  dark,  and  in  the  course 
of  the  evening  I^utenant-General  Whitelocke  ask- 
ed my  opinion  of  the  plan  of  attack,  which  was  to 
take  place  the  next  day  at  twelve  o'clock.  I  stated 
^at  objections  to  one  clause,  which  stated  that  no 
priscmers  were  to  be  made ;  as  I  conceived  that  in  an 
attack  of  that  sort  upon  an  open  town,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  prevent  a  sreat  deal  of  butchery.  I  said  I 
thought  the  plan  would  succeed,  but  that  it  appeare4 
to  me  to  be  completely  a  new  case,  as  I  did  not  re- 
member to  have  heard  before  of  a  similar  order  of 
attack.  The  Lieutenant-General  said,  he  would 
leave  out  the  order  for  making  no  prisoners,  and  that 
he  would  summon  the  to>\ii  the  next  morning  before 
he  attacked  it ;  he  admitted  th^t  the  plan  was  novel, 
but  stated  that  he  was  compelled  from* circumstances 
to  adopt  it. .  I  understood  that  an  order  was  sent 
this  evening  to  Reduction  to  Colonel  Mahon,  to  order 
\am  to  move  the  next  morning  towards  the  bridge 
over  the  Rio  Chuello,  and  there .  to  wait  for  orders ; 
but  as  that  .order,  was  neither  written  nor  given  by 
xne,  I  cannot  exactly  swear  to  it,  but  it  seemed  de- 
ternuncd  to  commence  the  attack  upon  the  town, 
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whether  his  arrival  on  his  ground  should  be  reported 
or  not.  On  the  moming  of  the  4th,  the  Brigadier- 
Generals  and  some  commanding  officers  of  rc^* 
ments  attended  at  head-quarters,  where  Major-Ge» 
neral  Cower  read  and  explained  to  them  the  order 
of  attack  which  I  put  down  upon  the  plan  of  th* 
town.  Shortly  afterwards  the  Adjutant-General  and 
myself,  and  all  but  the  Brigadier-Generals,  wei-e  sent 
out  of  the  room,  and  I  supposed  their  opinion^  were 
going  to  be  taken  upon  the  plan  of  attack.  Thii 
conference  was  soon  broke  up,  and  the  attack  ivad 
ordered  to  take  place  at  half  past  six  the  next  morn^ 
in^.  I  had  received  no  orders  either  from  the  Lieui 
tenant-General  or  froni  Major-General  Gowcr  upon 
the  subject  of  this  attack,  but  I  went  out  on  horse- 
back for  tlie  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  reconnoitre 
some  part  of  the  ground  through  which  tlie  different 
columns  were  to  move  forwardfor  tlie  attack  of  the 
town.  I  found  that  the  advanced  posts  were  en*- 
gaged,  and  that  the  same  plan  was  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  drawing  the  enemy  out  (if  the  town,  whidi 
had  been  practised  without  success  the  day  before. 
It  was  not  till  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
that  the  advanced  posts  were  resumed,  and  I  had 
but  just  time  before  dark  to  show  the  Brigadier-Ge- 
nerals tlie  roads  through  which  tlie  wings  of  re^ 
ments  composing  tlieir  brigades  were  to  march  into 
the  town :  hi  this  I  was  assisted  by  one  of  the  guides^ 
who  showed  me  the  street  that  led  to  the  noith-^ast 
bastion  of  the  fort,  which  I  took  as  a  point  of  depart^ 
ure.  I  found  that  there  was  a  considerable  variance 
between  the  plan  ard  the  ground ;  and  I  reported  to 
Major-Gfeneral  Gower  that  I  believed  the  colurais 
would  not  at  all  be  placed  in  the  way  in  which  he 
seemed  to  wish,  and  expected.  I  thou^  it  my  duty 
to  state  to  liim,  that  if  the  attacking  columns  prc(- 
ceeded  in  the  way  he  had  ordered,  the  enemy  wouIH 
probably  retire  mto  the  i^treets  that  run  at  right 
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tn^lesy  and  afterwards,  closing  upon  our  cdumns^ 
would  probably  cut  off  all  communicatioa  between 
those  within  the  town  and  those  without  Major- 
Geoeral  jQower  made  light-  of  those  objections.  In 
die  course  of  the  day  the  Commanding  Engineer  had 
brought  me  a  return  of  all  the  instruments  he  bad 
been  able  to  collect  for  breaking  open  doors,.  &c. 
and  I  desired  him  to  give  those  which  appeared  to 
}fe  most  effective  to  tb^  light  battalion  and  the  rifle 
corps,  who  I  understood  were  to  endeavour  to  oc* 
cupy  two  of  the  principal  churches.  Late  in  the 
evening  X  met  Major-General  Gower  returning  from 
l)e«4-<iuartersy  who  asked  me  where  I  thou^t  the 
lieutenant-General  had  better  place  himself  in  the 
moiTUAg.  I  stated  that  I  thought  he  had  b^ter  pro- 
ceed to  the  left  with  the  38th  regiment,  as  there  Avem 
two  1>r^gBdes  to  attack  the  town  upon  that  side,  and 
that  he,  Major-General  Gower,  might  perhaps  be 
staticmed  upoa  the  right,  as  the  centre  was  intended 
to  be  but  a  false  attack.  He  informed  me  that  the 
lieufaeoaQt-General  had  ordered  him  to  remafai  with 
him,  and  that  therefore  he  had  named  the  centre  as 
the  proper  station,  and  that  it  had  been  agreed  upon 
accordingly.  I  do  not  remember  any  other  thing  of 
opnsequenoe  tiaat  occurred  this  day :  I  believe  there 
were  one  or  two  orders  sent  to  Colonel  Mahon,.  but 
I  cannot  aay  to  what  effect 

Judge  Advocate. — Perhaps  the  Court  would  wish 
to  have  this  long  narrative  read  over,  in  order  that 
the  witness  may  see  whether  it  is  taken  down  accu- 
latdy. 

A  Member. — If  it  is  concluded,  certainly. 

The  whole  if  the  narrative  read  over  to  the 
mtne$$. 

Judge  Adcoeate.^^Wherx  you  went  to  Colonia^ 
as  you  have  stated,  to  confer  with  Colonel  Pack, 
who  had  the  oonunand  there,  were  you  directed  to 
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make  any  and  what  inquiries  as  to  the  number  of 
horses  provided  there  for  the  use  of  the  expedition  ? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  was.  I  believe  at 
that  time  the  liorses  at  Colonia  wei^e  in  very  bad 
condition.  "    '  ' 

Q.  You  were  fiot  at  Colonia  afterwards. 

A.  Yes,  I  was. 

Q,  At  what  time? 

A.  I  was  sent  there  with  Major-General  Grower^- 
on  the  evening  of  the  24th  of  June,  I  think. 

Q.  What  number  of  horses  did  you  find  provijjed 
there  at  that  time  for  tlie  use  of  the  expedition  ? 

A.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  horses  were  provided 
tliere  for  the  use  of  the  expedition :  there  had  been  a 
squadron  of  dragoons  stationed  tliere  for  a  consider- 
able time  before. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  number  of  horses  there 
were  at  Colonia  at  that  time  ? 

A.  I  cannot  exactly  state,  as  I  had  no  returns,' 
but  I  believe  there  were  about  150. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  those  130  horses  had 
been  pi-operly  trained  for  army  services  ? 

A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  How  many  transports  had  been  provided  for 
tlie  conveyance  of  horses  for  the  use  of  the  expedi- 
tion? 

A.  I  tliiiik  there  were  four  for  the  artillery  horsetf 
and  mules,  three  for  the  cavalry,  and  two  for  the 
staff,  besides  a  ship  which  was  allotted  to  the  Com- 
missary-General ? 

Q.  Were  the  206  mules  and  horses,  which  you 
have  described  to  have  been  conveyed  to  Ensenada, 
transported  in  the  nine  ships  you  have  stated  ? 

A.  I  stated  that  tlicre  were  four  ships  allotted  to 
the  purposes  of  the  artillery,  I  believe. 

Q.  Three  for  the  cavalry  and  two  for  the  staff? 

A.  I  cannot  speak  definitively  to  the  artillery  ar- 
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rangements,  as  they  were  all  confided  to  the  Com- 
manding Officer. 

Q.  Previous  to  your  leaving  Monte  Video,  were 
any  and  what  measures  taken  for  collecting'  tlie 
small  craft  in  the  riv6r  Plata  ? 

A.  I  never  heai*d  there  were  any  small  craft  in  the 
river,  except  in  the  harbour  of  Monte '  Video  and 
at  Buenos  Ayres. 

Q.  In  the  survey  which  you  have  described  to 
have  been  made  of  the  banks  of  the  river,  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  the  most  proper  place  for  landing 
the  troops,  did  ther^  appear  to  be  any  other  objec* 
tion  to  Point  Quilmcs  than  that  which  you  have  al- 
ready stated,  namely,  tliat  the  troops  could  not  land 
there  under  cover  ot  the  ships  of  war  ?  . 

A.  I  stood  in  as  close  to  Point  Quiimes  in  the 
Encounter  guu^brig,  as  tlie  shallowness  of  the  water 
would  permit ;  I  believe  I  was  then  one  mile  and  a 
half  from  the  shore.  I  went  up  into  the  main-top  in 
order  to  look  over  the  beach,  and  saw  that  a  battery 
had  been  erected  at  th6  village  of  lieductiob,  as  I 
SQppose  to  command  the  passage  through  the  'marsh, 
in  which  marsh  General  Beresford  had  be£i>re  nearly 
lost  all  his  artillery  when  he  landed. 
Q.  Were  there  any  other  objections  ? 
A.  I  have  before  stated  it  was  understood  that  the 
coemy  intended  to  oppose  our  landing  at  that  place : 
1  k(M)w  of  no  others,  except  it  is  generally  supposed 
&afer  to  land  in  a  harbour  than  on  tlie  open  coast 

Q.  Were  there  any  and  what  objections  to  land- 
ing higher  up  the  river,  besides  that  which  you  have 
stated,  namely,  the  difficulty  which  Captain  Thomp- 
son suggested  of  conducting  the  troops  so  high  up  tlie 
river  ? 
A.  I  supposed  that  that  objection  was  conclusive. 
Q.  Were  there  any  otlier  objections? 
A,  I  know  of  none,  excepting  that  the  transports 
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could  not  be  brought  up  there,  and  tlicrefore  I  can* 
not  see  how  they  could  disembark  the  troops. 

Q.  Were  there  any,  and  if  any,  what  number  of 
flat-bottomed  boats  accompanying  tlie  army  which 
might  enable  them  to  land  in  places  where  the  shal- 
lowness of  the  water  would  not  adroit  of  transports, 
in  case  the  Commander  in  Chief  liad  adopted  such  8 
plan  of  operation  ? 

A.  Previously  to  leaving  Monte  Video,  I  had  re* 
ceived  a  return  from  the  Transport  Agent,  of  the 
number  of  flat-bottomed  boats ;  and,  as  well  as  I  can 
remember,  there  were  but  seven  or  eight  in  the  river, 
six  of  which  were  given  to  the  commandinff  ofiicer 
of  artillery  for  the  disembarkation  in  the  Ensenada 
de  Barragon. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  a  sufiicient  number  of  flat- 
bottomed  boats  prepared  for  the  transport  of  the 
troops,  is  it  your  opinion  that  the  landing  above  the 
town  would  have  been  the  most  proper  place  to 
land? 

A.  As  far  as  I  understand,  the  use  of  flat-bottom- 
ed boats  is  to  convey  the  troops  from  the  transports 
to  the  shore ;  the  difficulty  here  seemed  to  be  to  get 
up  the  transports. 

Q.  How  high  up  the  river  did  it  appear  that  the 
transports  could  reach  without  difficulty? 

A.  I  cannot  exactly  say,  but  I  believe  they  couU 
not  proceed  with  safety  even  as  high  as  tlie  town. 

Q.  Then  of  course  you  cannot  state  what  distance 
tlie  troops  would  have  had  to  row  in  flat-bottomed 
boats,  if  there  had  been  a  sufiicient  number  pro- 
vided. 

A.  It  is  impossible  to  state,  without  I  was  ac- 
quainted with  tlie  anchorage  of  the  ships  and  the 
place  intended  to  be  landed  upon. 

Q.  What  is  the  distance  between  Cotenia  and  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  river  ? 
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A.  I  believe  between  seven  and  eklit  Icacjiic?. 
Q.  Having  stated  in  your  evidence  this  morning 
that  you  saw  an  order  to  spike  the  Spanish  guns, 
what  number  of  Spanish  guns  were  tiiere  ? 

A.  There  were  either  four  or^six  four- pounders ;  I 
cannot  exactly  say  which. 

Q.  Did  they  form  a  part  of  the  eighteen  you  men-  ^ 
tioned? 
A.  They  did, 

Q.  What  other  losses  in  stores  or  provisions  did 
the  army  sustain  in  their  march  to  the  height  on  the 
(lay  .of  landing? 

A.  I  cannot  speak  with  certainty  ;•  I  believe  only 
ft  few  bags  of  biscuits,  which  the  liorses  kicked  off. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  all  the  provisions  that 
irere  landed  were  taken  from  the  banks  of  the  river? 
A  I  cannot  speak  witli  certainty. 
Q.  What  number  of  guides  were  taken  from 
Monte  Video  to  accompany  your  expedition,  and 
hqw  were  they  distributed,  what  number  to  the  ad- 
vapced  corps,  and  what  number  to  the  main  body? 

A.  There  were  two  persons  taken  expressly  for 
the  purpose  of  serving  as  guides,  and  there  was  a 
third  person  who  was  of  great  service  in  that  way; 
there  was  one  of  them  with  each  division. 

Q.  Were  thei-e  any,  and  what  number  of,,  prison- 
ers taken  before  the  army  reached  RtiUiction,  who 
acted  as  guides,  independently  of  the  pcrbons  you 
have  mentioned  ? 

A.  There  were  no  prisoners  taken  frotn  the  cne- 
iny  8  army,  but  there  were  two  persons  taken  from 
the  village  of  fiarragon. 

Q.  Were  those  the  only  people  in  the  country 
^ho  acted  as  guides  during  the  march  from  Ensena- 
<la  to  Reduction  ? 
A.  I  believe  they  were  the  only  persons. 
Adjourned. 
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SIXTH  DAV. 

TllfUSDAV,  ILBRUAIiV  *,  :s:=. 
t  h'Ui'nanl'Colond    Richard    Bcurhc    calkd 

V 

Juifi^c  Advocate. — Did  the  troops  land  at  Ense* 
Mn^iu  ill  a  state  ot  light  equipiDcnt  ivitii  a  view  to  the 
ACllv{)  0{)crations  in  which  they  were  to  be  ea* 

A.  The  order  in  which  they  were  to  land  was 
j^iven  out  in  general  oniers  a  few  days  before;  I 
thiok  each  man  was  ordered  to  land  with  a  great 
roat,  a  blanket,  a  flannel  waistcoat,  and  a  pair  of 

h(iCks. 

(i-  Were  tlie  horses  of  the  country  sufficient  iot 
the  cavalry  service  and  the  commissariate  and  ord* 
nrincc? 

A.  I  cannot  exactly  speak  to  those  points;  I  be* 
llifvc  they  were  the  best  horses  tliat  could  be  pro- 
cured. 

Q.  Were  all  horses  provided  for  the  use  of  the 
HI  my,  and  that  were  embarked  for  the  use  of  the 
aimy,  landed  at  Ensenada? 

A.  I  believe  they  were.^ 

Q.  State  tlie  particular  corps  to  which  tlic  1 JO 
mounted  dragoons  were  allotted  } 

/i.  I  cannot  state  exactly  the  number  of  dragoons 
that  were  with  the  army,  nor  can  I  give  their  exact 
distribution. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  the  150  light  dragoons 
were  attadied  to  the  main  body  of  the  army  ?  state  as 
accurttely  as  you  can. 

A.  I  Mlieve  40  at  the  utmost. 
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Q.  Without  expecting  precise  accuracy  in  the 
answer,  in  what  proportion  were  the  remainder  di- 
stiibuted  to  the  other  bodies  ? 

A.  I  cannot  at  all  speak  to  that  point  from  my 
own  knowledge. 

Q.  How  were  the  40  horses,  which  you  have  stat- 
ed were  given  up  to  the  commissariate  on  die  29th 
of  June,  disposed  of  during  the  subsequent  move- 
ments of  the  army? 

A.  I  believe  the  greater  part  of  them  moved  with 
the  main  body  of  the  army. 
Q.  And  in  what  service  were  they  employed? 
A  I  think  when  the  provision  which  they  carried, 
was  consumed,  they  were  chiefly  employed  to  carry 
the  sick  men  who  were  unable  to  walk. 

Q.  How  long  were  those  40  horses  employed  in 
canrying  provisions? 

A  Some  for  a  longer  and  some  for  a  shorter 
time;  I  believe  the  whole  of  the  bread  whicli  they 
conveyed  was  consumed  by  the  time  tlie  army  reach- 
ti  Reduction.  I  beg  to  observe,  that  I  cannot  be 
precise  upon  any  of  these  points. 

Q.  During  the  march  from  Ensenada  to  Reduc- 
tion, were  any  provisions  delivered  to  the  men  ? 
t       A.  There  were. 
Q.  At  what  period  ? 
A  Upon  the  30th  of  June. 
Q.  What  provisions    were  tlicy,   and    to    what 
amount? 
A.  Some  bread  and  fresh  meat. 
Q.  By  fresh  meat,  do  you  mean  meat  landed  at 
Ensenada,  or  provided  in  the  cpuntry  subsequent  to 
the  landing? 
A.  Provided  in  the  country. 
Q.  Can  you  tell  to  what  amount  per  man  ? 
A.  I  have  before  said  I  could. npt tell, 
t         Q.  Did  tlie  advanced  corps  recdve  the  same  pro- 
portion of  tlie  provisions  dtflivered  out  subsequent  to 
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the  landing  with  the  rest  of  the  army,  whatever  tfeat 
provision  was? 

A.  I  cannot  tell.  ' 

Q.  Having  overcome  the' local  difficulties  between 
Ensenada  and  the  heights,  was  any  previous  calcula- 
tion of  marches  made  and  supported  by  suitable  ar- 
rangements for  feeding  the  troops  and  moving  the 
artillery,  such  as  in  your  judgement  as  Quarter-' 
Master-General  promised  the  best  chance  of  a  rapid 
advance  to  Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  of  any  calculation  or  arran^ 
ment  whatever  upon  this  subject ;  I  was  totally  ig- 
norant of  the  plan  of  operations  which  the  General 
intended  to  pursue. 

Q.  Were  there  any  local  impediments  to  the  army 
advancing  from  the  heights  above  Ensenada  to  the 
Chuello  in  parallel  columns,  and  thereby  shortening 
the  line  of  march  ? 

A.  I  can  only  speak  with  certainty  of  the  ground 
which  I  went  over  myself;  I  believe  there  was  no 
local  impediment  as  far  as  Reduction. 

Q.  Would  tlic  shortcnhig  of  the  line  of  march 
have  quickened  the  operations,  ensured  a  ready  com- 
munication between  the  two  corps,  and  the  certainty 
of  mutual  support  in  case  of  coming  into  action  with 
the  enemy? 

A.  I  do  not  precisely  understand  the  question ;  be- 
cause if  the  two  corps  had  been  close  to  each  other, 
they  could  have  more  readily  supported  each  other: 
I  do  not  understand  the  question  exactly.  ^ 

Q.  Were  there  any  inhabitants  in  the  hodsea 
which  the  army  passed  on  the  30th  ? 

A.  I  believe  not  one. 

Q.  Was  there  any  intelligence  received  on  the 
30th,  and  if  there  was  any,  what  was  it  as  to  the 
state  of  the  bridge  over  the  Chuello,  and  the  state  of 
the  preparations  made  by  the  enemy  for  defending 
the  passes  over  that  rivci*? 
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,  A.  I  believe  tliere  was  no  intelligence  received  on 
that  day :  I  never  heard  of  any. 
.  Q.  Did  you  find,  upon  your  arrival  at  Reduction^ 
any  number  of  men  belonging  to  the  advanced  co- 
lumn who  had  fallen  back^  who  had  not  been  able  to 
proceed  through  fatigue? 

A.  I  did. 

Qp  About  what  number  of  men  did  you  find  in 
that  situation  at  Reduction  ?  Of  course  it  is  a  question 
that  it  is  impossible  to  answer  accurately. 

A.  I  believe  there  were  altogether  about  150  men 
in  the  village ;  but  the  whole  of  those  were  not  fa- 
tigued men,  but  were  left  by  General  Gower  to  keep 
possession  of  the  village. 

Q.  Had  any,  and  what  number  of,  the  advanced 
corps  fallen  back  from  fatigue,  either  upon  the  main 
body,  or  been  left  in  the  rear,  under  Colonel  Mahon, 
previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  army  at  Reduction^ 
during  the  march  of  the  QQth  and  30th,  and  the  ]  st 
of  July? 

A.  I  cannot  exactly  say ;  if  any,  there  must  have 
been  very  few,  the  marches  were  so  short. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  about  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning    of  the  2d  of  July,  General  Whitelocke 
called  his  secretary  and  yourself,  aud  said  that  he 
had  changed  his  mind,   and  would  order  General 
Gower  to  move  forward,  as  he  was  very  anxious  that 
the  troops  should  get  into  cantonments,  which  he  un- 
derstood could  be  found  in  the  suburbs  of  the  town 
of  Buenos  Ayres ;  he  dictated  a  letter  to  General 
Gower,  to  the  contents  of  m  hich  you  could  jiot,  at 
this  length  of  time  positively  swear ;  but,  to  the  best 
of  your  belief,  the  IVIajor-General  was  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  corps  under  his  command,  and  passed 
the  Rio  Chuello  at  the  first  ford  that  he  could  find 
practicable  above  the  bridge ;  he  was  to  take  up  a  po- 
sition on  the  heights  tp  Sie  westward  of  the  town, 
^d  was  allowed  to  enter  into  a  communication  with 
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the  Spanish  Commander  upon  the  subject  of  the 
surrender  of  the  town — I  believe  I  am  stating  to 
you  accurately  your  evidence  of  yesterday,  and  put- 
ting you  in  inind  of  that  statement — I  would  ask 
whether  what  you  have  already  stated^  as  to  the  con- 
tents of  that  letter,  is  the  whole  that  you  can  read* 
lect? 

A.  It  is  the  whole  that  I  can  recollect;  and  even 
to  tiiat,  as  I  before  said,  I  cannot  positively  swear. 

Q.  Then  can  you,  or  can  jou  not,  state,  whether 
there  might  be  other  parts  of  that  letter,  w  hich  your 
recollection,  at  this  distance  of  time,  does  not  enable 
you  to  speak  to? 

A.  Certainly  there  might 

Q.  Were  the  terms  which  General  Gower  was 
allowed  to  offer  to  the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres  speci- 
fied at  that  time  by  General  Whitelocke,  either  in 
writing  or  in  conversation  ? 

A.  They  were  communicated  to  me  verbally,  by 
Cieneral  Whitelocke,  a  little  before  the  time  tliat  1  set 
off  with  the  letter  to  General  Gowcr. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  Cieneral  Gower  desired 
you  to  write  dow  n  the  terms  of  the  offer  to  tl)e 
Spanish  Commander,  and  that  you  did  write  them 
down  according  to  General  Gov^ers  request,  are 
vou  certain  that  the  terms  which  vou  wrote  down 
were  the  terms  dictated  to  you  by  General  White- 
locke ? 

A.  As  so  short  a  time  had  elapsed  between  my 
receiving  them  from  General  Whitelocke,  and  writing 
them  down  for  General  Gower,  I  should  suppose 
thev  were. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt  upon  that  point? 

A.  Tlie  que^tion  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  answer. 
I  should  suppose  I  wrote  them  down  with  accuracy. 
I  cannot  swear  I  wrote  them  down  with  accuracy, 
but,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  1  w  rote  tliem  down  wit^ 
precise  accuracy. 
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Q.  Having  stated,  that  in  this  conversation  with 
General  Whitelocke  you  stated,  in  ol)jection  to  ti)e 
plans  that  he  pro[)osed,  your  extreme  ignorance  of 
the  country,  to  use  your  own  words,  and  pressed 
upon  him  the  extreme  importance  of  reconnoitring 
the  river ;  I  would  ask^  what  answer  was  made  by 
General  Whitelocke  to  your  observations? 

A.  As  far  as  I  can  remember,  he  stated  great  anx* 
iety  to  get  the  men  into  cantonments,  as  he  was  ap- 
prehensive their  health  would  sufi'er  by  being  exposed 
for  any  greater  length  of  time. 

Q.  You  stated,  yesterday,  that  "  it  was  settled  in 
**  the  evening  of  the  1st  of  July,  that  General  Whitc- 
*'  locke,  with  some  of  his  staff,  were  to  proceed  in 
**  the  morning  with  the  advanced  corps,  from  wlience 
**  he  was  to  proceed  with  an  escort  from  Brigadier- 
**  General  Craufurd's  brigade  to  reconnoitre  tlie  po- 
''  sition  which  it  was  understood  the  enemy  occupied 
'*  on  the  Rio  Chuello.     It  was  settled  also,  that  the 
•*  fords  over  the  river  were  to  be  examined ;  and  it 
**  was  imagined,  that  fi'om  this  reconnoitring  party 
**  some  project  of  march,  or  of  attack,  would  be  form- 
'*  ed  on  a  sure  basis.     An  order  was  sent  in  the 
**  evening  to  hasten  Colonel  Mahon  the  next  day,  on 
•*  the  2d  of  July.     Two  hours  afterwards,  about  two 
"  o'clock  in  the  morning,  or  rather  in  the  night,  Gc- 
'*  neral  Wliitelocke  called  his  Secretary  and  myself, 
"  and  said,  he  had  changed  his  mind,  and  would  or- 
der iVIajor-General  Gower  to  move  forward.     He 
dictated  a  letter  to  General  Gower,  to  the  con- 
"  tents  of  which  I  cannot  at  tliis  length  of  time  po- 
**  sitively  swear,  but  to  the  best  of  my  belief,   the 
*'  Major-Gcneral  was  ordered  to  proceed  with  tlie 
"  corps    under  liis   counnand,    and  pass   the    Ilio 
*'  Chuello  at  the  first  ford  whicli  he  should  find 
**  practicable  above  the  bridge.     He  was  to  take  up 
"  a  position  on  the  heights,  to  the  westward  ot  the 
**  town,  and  was  allowed  to  enter  into  a  communi- 
•*  cation  with  tire  Spanish  Commander,  upon  tlic  sub- 


'^  jcct  6f  thcMirrcndcr  of  the  tonn;  and  I  tliink  he 
*'  stated,  upon  the  terms  which  they  Imd  already  dis- 
**  cussed.  After  some  farther  communication  with 
**  the  General,  in  which  I  stated  to  him  our  extreme 
*'  ijijiorance  of  the  country,  and  pressed  upon  him 
**  the  necessity  of  reconnoitring  the  river,  I  was  or- 
^*  dtTcd  to  take  the  letter,  which  was  then  written,  to 
'*  ^hiior-(ienrral  Gowcr,  at  day-break  tliat  mom* 
"  injj;." — It  is  upon  that  conversation  that  my  ques- 
tion was  put,  wliich  I  l)eg  to  l)e  read  over  agam. 

A.  It  makes  no  difference  in  my  answer.  I  do 
not  know  that  (ieneral  Whitelocke  assigned  any  other 
reason  for  departinjr  from  the  one  mode  of  operatioo 
and  adopting  the  otlier. 

Q.  Ilad  you  then,  or  at  any  otlicr  time,  any  and 
what  reason  to  tliink  JiatGeneral  Whitelocke  changed 
his  original  plan  for  reconnoitring  the  approaches  to 
the  river  Chuello  on  the  L'd  of  July,  in  consequence 
of  any  intelligence  received,  or  solely  from  the  anxi- 
ety he  expressed  to  get  his  troops  under  cover? 

A.  I  can  only  state  the  reasons  tliat  General 
Whitelocke  gave  to  me. 

Q.  J)id  Cicncral  Whitelocke  add  any  verbal  in- 
structions to  the  letters  he  dictated  to  General  Gower, 
and  directed  you  to  convev  to  him? 

A.   I  do  not  tliink  he  did. 

O.  Was  nothing  M\id  ahotit  tlie  S/th  regiment  be- 
ing sent  to  the  assistance  ol  (Jencral  Gower. 

A.  I  do  not  remember  any  thing  on  the  subject  at 
that  tin  jr.  When  I  Cimic  l)uck  from  Gem*ral  (Jower, 
1  ll.ink  Cier.eral  Whiulocke  spoke  of  sending  him  the 
f^Tth  rci»iment. 

ii.  In  your  interview  with  General  Gower,  did 
you  give  him  any  reason  to  expect  that  any  particu- 
lar remment  would  be  sent  to  him? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  tl\at  I  did. 

Q,  Do  \ou  know,  whether,  after  you  returned 
from  (jciK'nil  (lowers  quarters  to  Reduction;  any 
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orders  or  dispatch  mas  sent  by  General  Whitelocke 
to  General  Gower  in  the  course  of  the  2d  of  July? 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  there  was  not  ? 

A.  If  any  had  been  sent,  I  think  I  should  have 
heard  of  it 

Q.  Having  stated  that  yoju  were  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed at  day-break  to  General  Gower,  at  what  hour 
does  the  day  break  at  that  period  of  the  year  ? 

A.  I  believe  at  about  half  after  six. 

Q.  What  was  the  state  of  the  weather  at  that 
time? 

A.  The  Sd  of  July  was  an  exceedingly  fine  day: 
the  night  before  there  had  been  a  good  Seal  of  rain : 
the  day  was  very  fine. 

Q.  You  stated,  that  upon  your  return  from  Gene- 
ral Gower,  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  you  met  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  between  the  main  body  and  the  ad- 
vanced 0orp8.  Do  you  know  for  what  purpose  the 
G  eneral  had  advanced  ? 

A.  I  do  not 

Q.  Did  he  proceed  after  you  met  him,  or  did  be 
return  to  Reduction? 

A.  He  returned  to  Reduction. 

Q.  Did  you  learn  firom  him  where  he  was  ad» 
vancing  to  ? 

A .  1  did  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  returned  to  Reduc- 
tion in  consequence  of  any  communication  he  re- 
ceived from  you,  or  for  what  other  reason  ? 

A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  When  you  met  General  Whitelocke,  did  you 
inform  him  that  General  Gower  had  complained  to 
you  of  the  inefficiency  of  some  of  his  infantry  ? 

A.  I  did.  I  have  already  stated  that  in  the  evi- 
dence I  gave  yesterday. 

Q.  \vhat  statement  did  you  make  to  General 
Whitelocke^  when  you  met  him  between  Genera} 
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Gowcr's  hcad-quarters  and  Reduction,  of  the  con- 
versation \vl]icli  had  passed  between  jourself  and 
General  Cower?  I  want  to  know  in  detail  what  you 
stated  to  General  Vr'liitelockc. 

A.  I  cannot,  at  this  length  of  time,  recollect  thfe 
whole  of  the  conversation.  I  stated,  that  General 
Gower  seemed  dissatisfied  with  tiie  order,  and  com- 
plained of  tlie  inefficiency  of  the  88th  regiment  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  seemed  to  be  very  soon  aware  of 
tlie  necessity  of  sup|)orting  him — but  I  cannot,  by 
any  means,  attempt  to  give  the  whole  of  the  conver- 
sation in  detail. 

Q.  Did  you  state  to  General  Whitelocke,  that 
General  Gower  had  informed  you,  that  he  considered 
liis  orders  as  so  peremptory,  that  he  should  resolve 
to  carry  them  into  execution,  and  Mould  obey  them? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  tliat  I  did  at  that  time. 

Q.  Did  you  apprise  General  Whitelocke  that  you 
had  given  General  Gower  reason  to  belieyc  tliat  he 
would  be  supported  by  the  main  body  of  tlie  army? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  given  General 
Go\\  er  reason  to  believe  that,  strictly  speaking. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  feel  no  objection  to  alter  th? 
question.  Did  you  apprise  General  Whitelocke  of 
the  conver*sation  vou  had  had  with  General  Gower, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  Commander  of  tlie  forces 
njarchinn  the  whole  army  to  his  support? 

A.  I  believe  I  did. 

(^.  Did  General  Whitelocke  make  any  and  what 
rrply  to  that  communication  from  you  ? 

A.   I  do  not  remember. 

(i.  Having  stated,  that  by  General  Whitclocke*s 
order  you  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Admiral  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  Cd  of  July,  did  you  keep  a  copy  of  tliat 
letter.^ 

A.   I  did  not. 

Q.  Having  stated,  that  about  twelve  o'clock,  on 
your  march  upon  the  iJd  of  July,  you  perceived  Gc- 
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ncral  Gouer  s  corps  about  three  miles  off,-  I  would 
ask,  whetlicr  you  saw  General  Gower's  corps  at  any 
other,  and,  if  at  any  other,  at  what  other  period  of 
that  2d  of  July? 

A.  I  never  saw  it  afterwards. 

Q.  Did  your  observation  of  the  face  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  direction  in  which  the  advanced  corps 
were  marching  when  you  saw  them  about  twelve 
o'clock,  lead  you  to  conclude  that  it  must  have  passed 
the  Chuello,  and  consequently  found  a  ford  ? 

A.  I  had  no  means  of  forming  an  accurate  con-^ 
dudon  upon  that  head. 

Q.  Did  there  appear  any  difficulties  in  the  face  of 
the  country,  in  the  march  of  the  main  body  being 
pointed  towards  the  direction  where  you  perceived' 
tfie  advanced  corps,  as  you  have  stated,  so  as  to 
have  formed  a  junction  with  that  corps  ? 

A.  I  have  before  stated^  that  the  guide  informed 
me,  that  when  we  had  crossed  the  Arroyio  de  Masiel, 
which  was  then  before  us,  that  we  should  then  move 
b  the  same  direction  in  which  I  observed  the  ad- 
vanced corps  to  be  moving.  After  we  had  passed 
that  stream,  I  did  not  perceive  any  local  impedimeiit 
for  a  junction.  -  '  • 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  number  of  mounted  dra- 
goons General  AVhitelocke  had  in  his  division,  in  his 
inarch  on  the  2d  of  July  ? 

A.  I  said  before,  I  could  not  speak  with  accuracy 
on  that  subject.  I  believe,  altogether,  he  had  not 
forty.     Forty  was  the  utmost. 

Q.  Was  Hny  attempt  made  by  General  Whitc- 
focke  to  communicate  with  General  Gower,  by  pa- 
trols, or  in  any  other  manner,  on  the  2d  of  July  ? 

A.  I  believe  there-was  not. 

Q.  Should  you  have  known  of  that  fact? 

A.  I  suppose  I  should. 

Q.  Was  there,  any  reason  why  a  patrol  of  cavalry 
might  not  iiave  been  sent  to  them,  when  you  stated 
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the  advanced  corps  to  have  been  in  bight,  about  thred 
miles  off? 

A.  There  was  no  reason  M'liy  a  jmtrol  might  not 
have  been  sent,  but  I  cannot  pretend  to  say  it  would 
have  arrived  at  General  Gower's  corps. 

Q.  State  what  difficulties  presented  themselves  to 
your  observation,  in  the  way  of  the  arrival  of.  a  body 
of  the  cavalry,  reaching  tlie  advaneed  corps  at  that 
period  of  time. 

A.  I  understood  from  tlie  guide,  that  we  were  at 
that  time  at  different  sides  of  the  Arroyio  de  Masiel, 
and  I  saw,  myself,  a  considerable  swamp  intervening. 

Q.  Were  any,  and  what^  means  taken  to  procure 
guides  in  the  course  of  tlie  day,  either  at  Reduction  or 
in  the  course  of  tlie  march  ? 

A.  I  do  not  believe  there  was  a  single  inhabitw);, 
in  the  village  of  Reduction,  when  we  arrived  there.^ 
The  man  who  conducted  our  column  had  come  over 
with  the  Commissary  from  Colonia. 

Q.  That  is  hardly  an  answer  to  the  question. 

A.  There  were  none.  The  houses  we  passed  by 
were  all  deserted. 

Q.  Was  there  any,  and  what,  information  received 
that  day  by  General  Whitelockc,  as  to  the  state  o£ 
the  bridge  over  tlie  Chuello,  and  the  state  of  the 
preparations  made  by  the  enemy,  to  defend  the  passes 
over  the  river,  down  to  the  close  of  tlie  2d  of  July? 

A.  I  was  not  informed  by  General  Whitclocke 
that  he  had  received  any  intelligence  whatever  upon 
these  points,  except  what  had  been  communicated 
to  him  by  Major-Geneial  Gower,  respecting  tlie 
bridge. 

Q.  Wlien  General  Whitelocke  ordered  hb  army 
to  halt,  as  you  have  stated,  at  half  past  two;  about 
how  many  miles  had  you  marched  that  day? 

A.  I  believe  about  seven  miles. 

Q.  Was  the  fatigue  of  the  army  such  as  to  render 
the  bait  unavoidable  ? 

A.  I  caimot  speak  with  any  certainty  to  that  point. 


93 

Q.  What  was  the  length  of  the  preceding  day  s 
march,  the  1st  of  July? 

A.  I  believe  about  15  miies  from  head-qaar* 
ters:  the  corps  were  stationed  in  three  different 
bodies. 

Q.  What  was  the  length  of  inarch  on  the  30th. 

A.  About  five  miles. 
.   Q.  And  on  the  29th? 

A.  About  four  miles. 

Q.  Having  stated  in  your  evidence  yesterday, 
what  the  guide  said  as  to  the  distance  of  die  pass^ 
and  that  from  yoar  communication  that  morning 
with  General  Gower,  you  were  convinced,  that  un- 
less tfaey  were  actually  ordered  to  halt,  he  would 
cross  the  river,  and  proceed  to  the  heights  west- 
ward of  the  town ;  I  would  ask  you  what  answer  you 
received  from  General  Whitelocke  to  your  repre«> 
sentadon. 

A.  I  think  he  stated  that  the  troops  were  fatigued, 
and  that  the  spot  we  were  then  on,  seemed  a  conve- 
nient place  for  halting,  on  account  of  the  fire-wood 
which  was  there,  and  the  larg^  flocks  of  sheep  which 
were  close  to  it. 

Q.  How  many  hours  remcdned  of  day-light,  when 
the  army  halted  ? 

A.  I  should  suppose,  not  more  than  two  hours  and 
a  half,  at  the  utmost. 

Q.  You  state  in  your  former  evidence,  that  you 
heard  a  cannonade  on  the  side  of  Buenos  Ayres  ; 
did  that  occasion  any  proposals  for  giving  prompt 
support  to  the  advanced  corps,  from  any  one  ? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  any  proposal 
of  marching  that  afternoon. 

Q.  Did  General  Whitelocke  giake  any  observa- 
tions to  you  upon  the  subject  of  that  cannonade  ? 

A.  It  is  very  probable  he  did ;  but  I  do  not  re- 
member what  they  were.  I  do  not  think  I  was  with 
General  Whitelocke  at  the  time  we  heard  the  can- 
nonade. 
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Q.  At  about  what  time  in  the  evening  wsis  the 
cannonade  heard  ? 

A.  A  little  before  sun-set 

Q.  Were  any,  and  what,  measures  taken  in  conse  • 
quence  of  hearing  that  cannonade  ? 

A.  I  believe  there  were  no  measures  taken  in.  con- 
sequence  of  it. 

Q.  At  what  hour  does  the  sun-set  at  that  period 
of  the  year  ? 

A-  I  believe^  before  five  o'clock.  I  cannot  say 
exactly. 

Q.  At  what  hour  was  the  main  body  ordered  t0 
march  on  the  morning  of  the  third  ? 

A.  At  six  o'clock^  I  think;  which  was  before  day* 
break.  « 

Q.  With  regard  to  the  plan  of  attack :  Did  Ge« 
nerai  Whitelocke  ever  state  to  you  any  plan  tipoa 
which  he  intended  to  ^ct  in  the  attack  upon  Buenos 
Ayres  ? 

A.  He  never  stated  to  me  any  precise  plan  upoa 
which  he  intended  to  act ;  but  I  collected  from  va^ 
rious  conversations,  that  he  intended  to  place  his  left 
upon  tlie  river  Plata,  to  communicate  from  thence 
witli  the  shipping,  and  take  such  measures  against  the 
town  as  circumstances  might  seem  to  require.  I 
have  heard  hhn  further  say,  that  he  would  be  very 
cautious  how  he  suftbred  the  troops  to  enter  the 
town ;  and  I  understood  from  him,  tliat  he  intended 
to  employ  heavy  artillery  against  it.  I  never  saw 
any  precise  plan  to  this  effect ;  nothing  detailed. 

Q .  At  what  hour  on  the  4th  was  tlie  conference, 
to  which  you  alluded  in  your  evidence  yesterday,  be- 
tween the  Generals  held  at  head-quarters  ? 

A.  I  believe,  aliout  ten  o'clock. 

Q.  You  stated  that  the  attack  was  to  take  place  at 
noon,  that  day,  upon  the  4th.  Do  you  know  why 
it  was  deferred  from  twelve  o'clock  on  the  4th,  tiU 
the  next  day  ? 

A.  I  do  not 
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Q.  Did  you  state  to  General  Whitclocke  your  66- 
jections  to  the  mode  of  atta(^k,  which  you  stated,  in 
jour  evidence  yesterday,    you  made  to    General 
Gower  ? 

A*  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did. 

Q.  You  have  stated,  that  you  reported  your  local 
observations  to  Major-General  Gower,  and  the  pro- 
vable consequences  of  certain  parts  of  the  plan  of  at- 
tack. Was  it  understood,  upon  the  4th,  that  the  im-* 
mediate  direction  of  the  attack  was  left  to  General 
Gowcr  ? 

A.  General  Gower  gave  out  all  the  orders  on  the 
subject,  that  I  heard  of. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  General  Gower  re- 
ceived from  General  Whitelocke  the  orders  that  lie. 
General  Gower,  gave  out  upon  the  subject  of  the 
plan  of  attack  ? 

A,  The  orders  tliat  I  allude  to  were  given  out  at 
bead-quarters,  in  General  Whitelocke's  private  room, 
and  in  liis  presence.  Excepting  in  some  few  points, 
they  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  same  that  General 
Gower  had  shown  me  on  the  preceding  evening.  - 

Q.  Had  you  any  knowledge  of  a  want  of  confi- 
dential communication  between  General  Whitelocke 
and  General  Gower  .-^ 

A.  I  had  not. 

Q.  Having  stated  in  your  evidence  yesterday,  that 
General  Whitelocke  told  you  that  he  had  adopted  {i 
plan  of  operations  against  Buenos  Ayies ;  tliat  the 
plan  he  had  adopted  was  novel,  but  which  he  felt 
himself  compelled,  by  circumstances  to  adopt;  did 
he  state  to  you  what  those  circumstances  were  ? 

A.  I  think  he  stated  that  he  was  afraid  the  army 
would  want  provisions;  and  also,  that  he  had  not 
found  General  Gower's  corps  in  the  situation  which 
he  expected.  The  reasons  which  he  gave  made  very 
little  impression  upon  me  at  the  time.  I  caimot  re^ 
<:ollect  more  than  what  I  have  said. 
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Q.  Did  he  add  what  that  situation  was  in  wfaicb 
be  expected  to  find  General  Gowers  corps? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  that  be  did. 

Q.  Having  stated  in  your  evidence  yesterday,  tliat 
an  order  was  written  to  Colonel  Mahon,  and  sent  on 
the  night  of  the  Sd,  can  you  tell  by  what  means,  or 
by  what  route,  that  order  was  sent? 

A.  The  order  was  sent  by  a  mounted  countryman, 

Q.  Was  that  countryman  unattended,  or  what 
escort  had  he  ? 

A.  He  was  unattended,  I  believe. 

Q.  Where  was  Cglonel  Mahon  at  the  time  that 
order  was  sent  ? 

A.  At  Reduction, 

Q.  What  was  the  purport  of  the  order  ? 
.  A.  I  stated  in  my  evidence  yesterday,  what  I  be- 
lieved to  be  the  purport  of  the  order;  that  he  was  to 
*  move  the  next  day .  towards  the  bridge  over  the  Rio 
Chuello. 

Q.  At  what  hour  of  the  evening  or  night  was  thb 
countryman  sent  with  tlie  order? 

A.  I  cannot  exactly  say. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  route  that  countrym$ui  was 
directed  to  take? 

A.  I  do  not 

Q.  Do  you  know  whetlier  this  countryman  came 
with  the  army  from  Monte  Video,  or  whether  he 
joined  the  army  subsequent  to  tlie  landing  at  Ense- 
nada? 

A.  I  believe  he  came  with  tlie  army  from  Monte 
Video. 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  substance  of  the  informa- 
tion received  by  General  ^Vlhitelocke,  of  the  foroe  of 
the  enemy,  their  means  and  disposition  to  resbt» 
between  the  time  of  the  junction  of  the  main  body 
with  the  advanced  corps  on  the  3d,  and  the  close  c^ 
the  4th  of  July? 

A.  I  believe  there  were  some  'prboners  examined 
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upon  the  4th.  1  was  not  present  at  their  exami- 
nation, nor  do  I  know  what  intelligence  they  gave. 

Q.  Who  examined  those  prisoners  ? 

A.  1  do  not  know. 

Q.  Was  any,'  and  what,  attempt  made  during  the 
period  to  which  I  have  last  referred,  on  the  part  of 
General  Whitelocke,  to  reconnoitre  the  state  of  the 
bridge  over  the  Chuello,  and  the  position  of  the  ene- 
my without  the  town  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  that  General  Whitelocke  gave 
any  orders  on  the  subject. 

Q.  Was  the  halt,  on  the  2d,  near  the  farm-houses, 
before  the  main  body  had  secured  the  pass  of  the 
ChueUo? 

A.  Yes ;  I  stated  Aat  we  passed  the  Chuello  the 
next  day,  the  3d. 

Q.  Did  General  Whitelocke,  in  person,  recon- 
noitre the  approaches  to  the  town,  after  his  arrival  at 
the  Misererb,  before  the  close  of  the  4th  of  July  ? 

A.  I  did  not  see  him  at  any  time  making  such  a 
reconnoisance. 

Q.  Have  you  any,  and  what,  reason  to  know 
whether  he  did  or  did  not  make  such  a  reconnois- 
ance? 

A.  I  have  stated  that  I  did  not  see  him ;  nor  have 
I  ever  heard  that  he  did. 

Q.  Having  heard  the  charges  against  General 
Whitelocke  read  over  yesterday,  have  you  such  a 
recollection  of  them  as  to  be  able  to  state,  whether 
you  have  any  additional  information  to  give  the 
Court  respecting  the  subject  of  those  charges,  within 
tbe  period  ending  with  the  close  of  the  4tli  of  July  ? 

A.  I  believe  I  have  related  every  thing  material 
^thin  my  kiiowledge. 

Questions  put  by  General  JVhitebcke. 

Judge  Advocate. — The  first  question  I  am  desired 
to  ^ut  by  General  Whitelocke  is  tliis:     Was  not 
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^vcry  effort  made  at  Monte  Video  to  procure  guides 
of  intelligence  as  to  the  country;  and  was  it  possible 
to  procure  any.  further  assistance  in  that  respect  ? 

A.  I  believe  every  effort  was  made. 

Q.  Were  all  the  transports  which  could  be  pro- 
cured employed  in  the  service,  and  every  practicable 
means  used  to  convey  horses  and  stores  for  the  use 
of  tlie  army  ? 

A.  All  the  transports  at  Monte  Video  were  ap* 
propriated  to  the  services  of  the  army  after  General 
Craufurd's  arrival :  there  were  some  tew  which  came 
with  him  that  were  not  employed. 

Q.  How  soon  after  General  Craufurd's  arrival 
did  the  expedition  sail  ? 

A.  I  think  General  Craufurd  arrived  at  Monte 
Video  on  the  14th  of  June.  The  greater  pait  of  his 
force  was  ordered  up  to  Colonia  on  the  l6th;  and  on 
the  21st  the  General  embarked  himself  in  the  expe* 
ditioh.  The  preparations  had  all  been  concluded 
some  days  before,  but  the  wind  was  not  fair  for 
sailing.  • 

Q.  Are  not  mules  more  used  than  horses  in  tra- 
velling carriages  in  that  country,  and  were  we  able 
to  procure  any  quantity  of  mules  ? 

A.  They  are  more  frequently  used ;  we  procured 
some,  and  I  cannot  state  whether  we  could  procure 
more  or  not :  I  should  suppose  we  could. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  my  directing  a  purchase  to 
be  made  of  a  ship-load  of  mules,  destined  for  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  ? 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
grain  for  the  horsed,  and  tlie  measures  I  took  to  pro- 
cure it  for  present  as  well  as  for  future  consump- 
tion ? 

A.  I  remember  there  was  considerable  difficulty. 

Q.  Were  not  the  horses  we  did  procure  wholly 
incapable  of  supporting  any  continued  hard  work^ 
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and  did  hot  many  of  them  become  almost  nselesii 
during  the  march,  even  the  first  day^  from  Barra^ 
gon? 

A.  I  believe  they  were  totally  incapable  of  endur- 
ing much  fatigue :  I  cannot  speak  with  certainty  of 
Che  state  they  were  in  after  they  reached  the  heights 
from  Barragon? 

Q.  Was  it  practicable  to  have  conveyed  camp 
equipage,  or  any  greater  quantity  of  provisions  and 
stores  with  our  means,  and  with  reference  to  the  dif- 
ficulty  of  crossing  the  morass  and  rivulets    with 
marshy  banks? 

A.  I  believe  it  was  not  possible. 
Q.  Did  we  not  look  to  the  navy  for  means  of  pro- 
curing further  supplies,  particularly  when  we  arrived 
the  westward  of  the  town  ? 
A.  I  always  understood  that  one  of  the  objects  in 
larchins  to  the  westward  of  the  town  was  to  open  a 
commumcation  with  the  navy. 

Q.  What  additional  supply  of  provision  was  looked 
^o  on  the  march^  and  of  what  description  was  it,  and 
I20W  procured  ? 

A.  We  procured  some  sheep  and  some  bullocks 
^n  the  march.  I  cannot  state  what  supplies  the 
Cjreneral  may  have  expected  to  have  found. 

Q.  Was  It  known  tiiat  bullocks  and  sheep  must  be 
found  in  crossing  the  country,  and  did  we  not  find  a 
sufficient  supply  of  both  ? 

A.  It  was  expected  that  we  should,  and  we  ac- 
cordin^y  did,  find  a  very  sufficient  supply  of  bullocks 
and  sheep. 

Q.  Was  it  not  understood  that  General  Beresford 

^ad  landed,  at  Quilmes  after  a  continuance  of  dry 

weather,  and  even  after  that  lost  some  of  his  guns ; 

^d  was  it  not  supposed  that  therefore  the  difficulties 

^hich  he  had  to  encounter  would  be  increased  ? 

A.  I  had  heard  that  General  Beresford  had  lost 
^ni«  of  his  artillery  in  his  march  near  Quilmes;  but 
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I  never  heard  the  state  of  the  wather  at  that  time  or 
before. 

Q.  Have  you  never  heard  tliat  it  had  not  rained 
for  five  months  before  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  heard  it.  -  . 

Q.  If  the  morass  at  Quilmes  had  been  even  as  bad 
as  that  at  Ensenada,  could  you  have  crossed  it  under 
the  fire  of  the  batteries  you  observed  ?  or  if  you 
could  have  crossed  it,  must  not  such  an  attempt  have 
been  nttended  with  very  serious  loss? 

A^  I  never  had  an  opportunity  of  examming  tiie 
ground  sufficiently  close  to  be  able  to  answer  that 
question  with  precision.  I  should  suppose,  as  the 
ground  was  very  difficult  to  go  over,  they  must  have 
suffered  a  good  deal ;  but  I  never  had  an  opportunity 
of  examining  the  ground, 

Q .  Did  not  your  observation  upon  Quilmes  and 
the  battery,  when  you  went  up  the  river,  lead  you  to 
conclude  and  recommend  that  it  would  not  be  ad* 
visable  to  attempt  a  landing  there  ? 

A.  It  led  me  to  prefer  the  Ensenada  to  Quilmes 
decidedly,  for  that  and  other  reasons  which  I  have 
stated. 

Q.  Were  we  not  oh  tiie  march  continually  cit>ss«- 
ing  marshy  rivulets,  and  was  not  great  fatigue  anc^ 
much  delay  occasioned  by  their  so  frequently' 6c- 


currmg  ? 


A.  There  was. 

Q.  Were  we  able  to  pf  ocUrc  any  such  accurate  in- 
telligence at  Monte  Video  as  could  have  enabled  u8 
to  form  any  detailed  plan  of  operations,  or  any  other 
than  that  of  establishing  ourselves  upon  the  heights 
close  to  the  town,  and  communicate  with  the  fleets 
and  act  according  to  circumstances  P 

A.  I  have  stated  all  tlie  information  that  was  re- 
ceivedy  as  far  as  I  know.  I  think,  with  regard  to 
supplies  upon  the  march,  it  might  have  been  ijossible 
to  have  made  some  arrangements  with  the  navy. 
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The  questmi  again  read  to  the  witness* 

JVitness. — I  mean  for  receiving  supplies  at  Re- 
ductioDt  for  instance. 

Q.  Had  we  any  intelUgeDce  at  Monte  Video  upon 
which  any  reliance  could  be  placed,  that  would  have 
enaMed  me  to  form  any  detailed  plan  for  the  attack 
upon  the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  Certainly  not : .  the  measures  which  were  in- 
tended to  be  pursued  appeared  to  roe  to  be  the  only 
ones  that  could  have  been  anticipated ;  I  mean  with 
regard  to  the  attack  upon  the  town. 

Q.  Could  you  at  Monte  Video,  or  after  you  left 
it,  or  OQ  the  march,  procure  any  such  accurate  intel- 
ligence of  the  country,  or  other  circumstances,  as 
could  have  enabled  you,  as  Quartdr- Master-General, 
to  have  arranged  the  marches  and  the  places  of  halt- 
mg,  before  you  landed  or  afterwards  respectively  ? 

A.  Nothing  further  than  making  Reduction  a  se- 
cond point  of  departure,  from  whence  measures  might 
be  arrangjBd  for  the  passage  of  the  Rio  Chuello,  and 
the  march  to  the  suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres,  by  ac- 
tually reconnoitring  the  river. 

Judge  Advocate. — The  witness  has  a  doubt  whe* 
tber  the  way  in  wliich  his  last  is  expressed  conveys 
his  meaning.  I  should  wish  the  answer  to  be  read 
over  again,  that  he  may  see  whether  the  words  of  the 
answer  do  not  exactly  convey  what  he  intended 
by  it. 

The  last  question  and  answer  read  over  to  the 
witness. 
'     JVitness. — I  mean  to  state  by  actually  reconnoi- . 
tring  the  river,  and  not  by  any  intelligence  we  had 
previously  received  from  the  people  of  the  country. 

Q.  How  many  people  of  the  country,  in  the  whole 
<>f  the  march  until  we  reached  the  Coral,  did  we 
^e ;  what  use  were  we  able  to  make  of  them,  and 
^hat  use  did  we  make  of  them  as  guides  or  in  pro- 
^mg  intelligence  ? 


A.  I  believe  during  the  whole  of  the  march  we  did 
not  receive  any  intelligence  of  the  least  importance. 
We  took  two  persons  at  the  Ensenada  de  Barragon, 
who  marched  with  the  army  as  far  as  Reduction : 
they  knew  nothing  of  the  country  from  thence  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  except  by  the  high  road  ov6r  the 
bridge. 

Q.  Could  the  army  have  found  places  of  halting, 
where  fuel  could  have  been  procured  for  cooking  the 
men's  victuals,  and  for  other  purposes,  but  at  the 
farm  houses ;  and  were  not  those  at  considerable 
distances  from  each  other ;  and  were  not  the  halts  in 
some  degree  regulated  by  the  situation  of  those  farm 
houses  ? 

.  A.  I  believe  the  fuel  could  only  have  been  found 
at  those  farm  houses,  and  that  upon  their  situation,  in 
a  great  degree,  depended  the  movement  of  the  army. 

Q  Did  not  General  Whitelocke,  at  the  time  he 
altered  his  determination  as  to  the  march,  and  had 
he  not  at  other  times  expressed  his  apprehension  of 
the  rains  coming  on  at  that  period  of  the  year  (the 
winter  in  that  country),  and  an  anxiety  to  get  the 
men  as  soon  as  possible  under  cover  in  tlie  western 
Buburbs  of  the  town,  and  so  as  to  communicate  with 
the  fleet  ? 

A.  He  did  so  express  himself  at  the  time,  and  fre- 
quently before. 

Q.  Had  it  not  rained  hard,  and  was  it  not  raining 
at  the  time  I  sent  for  you,  or  called  you,  at  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  July  ? 

A.  It  rained  very  hard  at  the  time. 

Q.  Had  not  an  old  inhabitant  of  Ensenada  in* 
formed  me  on  the  1st  of  July,  that,  from  appear- 
ances, heavy  rains  would  set  in  within  S4  hours,  and 
render  the  river  impassable. 

A.  I  remember  to  have  heard  him  say  so,  I  think 
the  man's  name  was  Duval ;  he  was  a  Spaniard. 

Q.  Did  I  not,  upon  my  return  to  ncduction-  with 
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you,  on  the  morning  of  the  2fl,  immefHatoI y  order  tlie 
army  under  arms  to  march ;  and  did  I  not  show  great 
anxiety  to  march  as  soon  as  possible,  and  lea/ve  the 
cattle  which  were  then  coming  up  with  Sir  Samuel 
Achmuty's  brigade?  • 

A.  You  did.       * 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  sheet  of  water,  as  well  as 
marshy  ground,  between  the  two  divisions  of  the  army 
at  the  time  you  saw  General  Gower's  corps  on  the 
morning  of  the  2d  ? 

A.  I  think  I  remember  to  have  seen  something  of 
the  sort ;  some  streams,  or  something  of  that  sort. 

Q.  Did  not  the  guide  endeavour  to  lead  you  rather 
more  to  the  right,  in  consequence  of  your  observa- 
tion of  General  Gower's  corj)s  moving  from  you,  and 
did  he  not  fail  in  the  attempt  on  account  of  the 
marshy  state  of  the  ground,  and  were  we  not  obliged 
by  these  circumstances  to  keep  to  the  left  ? 

A.  I  remember  his  having  taken  us  too  much  to 
the  right,  and  that  we  moved  afterwards  to  the  left, 
to  cross  the  Arroyio  de  Masiel.  The  time  at  which 
he  moved  too  much  to  the  right,  was  immediately 
after  we  had  seen  Major-Gencral  Gowers  corps, 
and  I  had  observed  it  to  him. 

Q.  Why  did  you  not  go  on  to  the  right  ? 

A.  Because  it  was  too  marshy.  * 

Q.  Did  you  not  lead  the  colutnn  with  the  guides 
on  that  day  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  not  our  ground,  on  the  evening  of  the  2d, 
command  an  extensive  view  ;  particularly  towards  the 
Chuello  and  Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  It  commanded  a  very  extensive  view,  but  I  do 
not  believe  we  could  see  the  Rio  Chuello  from 
thence. 

Q.  Weye  any  other  farm  houses  in  sight  than  those 
at  which  we  halted,  afid  in  the  direction  in  wliich  wc 
were  marching. 


A.  There  was  a  single  one,  about  one  mile  furtlijer, 
in  the  direction  of  our  march. 

Q.  What  was  the  distance  from  the  farm  houses, 
at  M'hich  the  army  halted  on  the  2d,  to  the  ford. 

A.  I  believe  about  six  miles. 

Q.  Would  not  tlie  evening  htve  closed  in  by  the 
jtime  we  could  have  reached  the  ford  ? 

A.  I  think  it  would. 
^  Q.  How  long  was  the  army  in  crossing  the  ford  on 
the  3d  ? 

A.  Between  three  and  four  hours  after  we  had 
actually  discovered  it. 

Q.  Had  we  not  some  difficulty  in  finding  the  place 
jof  passage  on  the  Sd,  from  the  ignorance  of  the  guide 
of  the  exact  position  ? 

A.  There  was  some  difficulty  in  finding  a  good 
place  to  pass,  on  account  of  the  swoln  state  of  the 
river ;  but  not,  I  believe,  through  the  ignorance  of 
the  guide. 

Q.  Was  not  the  guide  to  the  ford  at  which  we 
passed  a  negro,  taken  prisoner  that  morning? 

A.  No;  the  man  who  conducted  us  to  tlie  ford 
was  the  saine  ma^  who  conducted  us  from  Reduc- 
tion. 

Re-examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  You  have  stated  in  answer  to  tlie  questions 
put  to  you  by  General  Whitelocke,  tliat  the  horses 
were  incapable  of  enduring  much  fatigue.  Was  that 
tlie  general  character  of  the  horses  in  that  country, 
pr  do  you  merely  apply  it  to  the  horses  employed  iq 
the  expedition  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  to  be  tlie  general  character  of  tlie 
horses  of  the  country,  and  perhaps  with  all  horsey 
who  are  only  fed  upon  grass. 

Q.  Are  fiie  mules  of  that  country  a  more  hardy 
jrace  of  animals  ? 

A.  I  cannot  exactly  say :  I  saw  very  few. 
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Q.  YoQ  have  stated,  more  provisions^for  stores 
coald  not,  as  you  believe,  have  been  carried  with  the 
neaos.  At  what  time,  during  the  march,  wa^  there 
a  total  want  of  bread  in  the  army  ? 

A.  I  believe  the  last  of  the  bread  was  delivered 
out  on  the  evening  of  the  30th  of  June;  but  I  before 
said,  the  delivery  of  the  provisions  was  not  in  my 
department. 

Q.  Were  there  any  impediments  in  the  way  of 
landing  such  a  quantity  of  bread  and  provisions  from 
the  fleet  at  Point  Quilmes,  to  supply  the  wants  of  the 
anny  in  that  respect? 

A.  I  cannot  exactly  state  the  particular  nature  of 
the  ground  between  Point  Quilmes  and  Reduction^ 
never  having  gone  from  one  to  the  other. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  a  communication  was 
<^ed  with  the  fleet  when  at  Point  Quilmes  from 
Keduction  ? 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  that  some  provisions  were 
hnded  from  the  fleet  at  Point  Quihnes,  and  con- 
veyed for  the  use  of  the  army  at  Reduction  ?. 

A.  Not  from  my  own  knowledge;  but  I  have 
heard,  that  while  Colonel  Mahon  remained  at  Re* 
duction,  he  received  supplies  from  the  fleet. 

Q.  Might  not  a  plan  for  the  coiumns  of  the  army 
have  been  made  with  tolerable  precision,  after  the 
troops  had  reached  the  heights  above  fiaiTagon, 
namely,  on  the  29th  of  June? 

A.  I  do  not  understand  the  question. 

The  question  again  read  to  the  witness. 

A.  I  should  think  the  shortest  and  simplest  way 
^ould  have  been  to  have  marched  from  the  heinhts 
oi  Barragon  to  Reduction  in  one  cohimn  only. 

Q.  Were  any,  and  what,  measures  taken,  while  the 
^my  were  at  Barragon  and  Reducpon,  to  render 
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their  movements  independent  of  the  farm  houses,  by 
issuing  provisions,  and  ordering  the  men  to  cook  their 
meat  for  their  support  in  their  subsequent  marches? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  any  such  orders :  it  is  un- 
derstood that  the  army  landed  with  three  days'  pro- 
visions. 

Q.  Having  stated  in  your  answer  to  a  question 
put  by  General  Whitelocke,  that  he  gave  you  an  ac- 
count of  information  he  had  received  from  an  inha- 
bitant of  Ensenada,  that  there  would  be  rain  in  24 
hours,  was  that  information  given  before  or  after  his 
telling  you,  as  you  stated  in  your  evidence  yesterday, 
that  it  was  settled  that  General  Whitelocice  and  some 
of  hb  staff  were  to  proceed  in  the  morning  to  the  ad- 
vanced corps,  from  whence  he  was  to  proceed  with 
Bn  escort  from  General  Craufurd's  brigade,  to  re- 
connoitre the  {>osition  w  hich  the  enemy  occupied  in 
the  Rio  ChucUo,  and  that  the  fords  of  tlie  river  were 
to  be  examined  ? 

A.  The  information  which  I  have  stated  wets  giveii 
ta  General  Whitelocke  on  the  1st,  during  the  march 
to  Reduction. 

Q.  My  question  then  is,  whether  that  information 
was  given  previously  or  subsequently  to  what  I  hav< 
stated  ? 

A.  Before  undoubtedly,  upon  the  march  to  Reduc- 
tion ;  it  was  after  we  halted  at  Reduction  that  the 
General  communicated  the  information  I  have  given. 

Adjourned. 
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SEVENTH  DAY. 

FRIDAY,  FEBRUARYS,  1808. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Bourke  called  in  as^ain. 

The  Judge  Advocate  read  to  the  witness  the  last 
question  arid  answer  of  the  evidence  of  yesterday. 

Judge  Advocate. — Q.  After  the  opinion  of  the 
guides  respecting  the  weather,  did  the  main  body  of 
the  army  halt  upon  the  2d  of  July,  before  it  had  se* 
cured  the  passage  of  the  Chuello ;  having  at  the  time 
of  halting  marched  only  seven  miles  ? 

A.  I  have  already  stated  every  tldng  I  know  upon 
that  subject 

Q.  In  answer  to  a  question  put  by  Gcneml 
Whitelockc  yesterday,  which  question  is  tliis,  *'  Did 
"  not  tiie  guide  endeavour  to  lead  you  rather  more 
"  to  the  riglit,  in  consecjuence  of  your  observation  of 
*'  General  Ciower's  corps  moving  from  you ;  and  did 
"  he  not  tail  in  the  attempt,  on  account  of  the  marshy 
"  state  of  the  ground  ;  and  were  we  not  obliged  by 
**  those  circumstances  to  keep  to  the  left?" — your 
answer  was,  *^  I  remember  his  having  taken  us  too 
"  much  to  the  right,  and  that  we  moved  afterwards 
'*  to  the  left,  to  cross  theArroyio  de  Masiel.  The  time 
**  at  which  he  moved  too  much  to  the  right,  was  im- 
"  mediately  after  we  had  seen  Major-General  Gower  s 
"  corps,  and  1  had  observed  it  to  him." — My  ques- 
tion upon  that  is.  What  consideration  induced  Gene- 
ral WJiiteloCke  on  the  morning  of  tiie  2d  to  deviate 
from  the  line  of  march  pursued  the  previous  day  by 
the  advanced  corps  from  Redaction,  and  from  the 
line  on  which  General  Gower  was  actually  marching 
on  the  2d  towards  the  Chuello  ? 


108 

A.  I  have  already  stated  every  thing  I  .know  upon 
that  subject. 

Q.  Having  stated,  in  answer  to  a  question  put  by 
General  Whitelocke,  that  the  passage  of  the  Chuello 
^as  Hbt  performed  by  the  division  under  General 
Whitelocke's  orders  in  less  time  than  three  hours^ 
had  the  General  information,  when  he  halted  at  'the 
time  you  have  de&cribed,  v\hich  might  lead  him  to 
conclude  that  tliis  operation  would  require  the  time 
mentioned  r 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  he  had. 

Q.  Having  stated,  in  an  answer  to  a  question  put 
by  General  Whitelocke,  which  is  this,  '^  Did  not  our 

ground,  on  tlie  evenmg  of  the  Sd,  command  an  ex* 

tensive  view ;  particularly  towards  the  Chuello  and 
**  Buenos  Ayres?" — your  answer  is,  *'  It  commanded 
**  a  very  extensive  view,  but  I  do  not  believe  we  could 
**  see  the  Rio  Chuello  from  thence." — IMy  question 
npon  that  is,  whether  any  measures  were  taken  on 
the  evening  of  the  2d  to  secure  the  passes  of  tlie  river 
4he  next  day  ? 

A.  I  believe  not 

Judge  Advocate. — I  am  to  acquaint  the  Court,  I 
have  concluded  the  questions  I  mean  to  put  in  re-ex- 
tmination. 

Examined  by  the  Court. 

Q.  Was  there  any  report  made  from  tlie  com- 
manding officers  in  the  rear  division  to  General 
Whitelocke  at  the  head  of  it,  which  made  it  neces- 
sary to  halt  on  the  fid  of  July  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  of  any,  excepting  the  conversa- 
tion with  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty,  which  I  have  already 
stated. 

Q.  Did  General  Whitelocke  mention  to  you  at 
any  time  before  or  after  he  altered  his  line  of  march 
from  that  of  Major-General  Gower  s,  upon  the  2d, 
fiis  reason  for  altering  it  ? 


IB. 
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A.  I  have  already  stated^  previously  to  the  main  body 
marching  from  Reduction,  the  substance  of  ttie  in* 
formation  that  I  had  received  from  the  guides ;  and  I 
am  to  suppose  that  it  was  upon  that  information  that 
General  Whitelocke  acted.  We  had  some  conver- 
sation at  Reduction^  the  evening  preceding,  upon  the 
subject;  but  I  do  not  recollect  exactly  what  it  was. 

Q.  Did  the  army,  after  its  debarkation  and  on  its 
march,  meet  with  difficulties  which,  from  the  in  forma- 
tion you  received  at  Monte  Video,  might  have  been 
foreseen  and  obviated,  so  as  to  have  enabled  the 
army  to  have  arrived  within  a  short  distance  oif  the 
river  on  the  second  day  after  its  departure  from  the 
heights  above  Enseqada  ? 

A.  I  cannot  exactly  state  what  expectations  may 
have  been  formed ;  but  there  did  not  appear  to  me 
any  local  difficulties  on  the  march  which  would  have 
prevented  the  army  from  reaching  Reduction  the 
second  day. 

The  question  again  read  to  the  witness. 

A.  I  perceived  no  difficulties  on  the  march  which 
could  have  prevented  the  army  reaching  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  river  Chuello  on  the  second  day  from 
quitting  the  heights  above  Ensenada  de  Barragon« 

Q.  You  have  said^  that  the  Commander  of  the 
forces  called  you  at  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
2d  of  July ;  it  was  then  raining,  and  he  told  you  he 
had  altered  his  mind.;  that  he  was  anxious  to  get  the 
army  under  cover,  which  was  only  to  b^  procured  in 
the  suburbs  of  Buenos*  Ay  res ;  and  he  therefore  di- 
rected you  to  go  at  day^light  to  General  Gower,  and 
order  tum  to  advance  across  the  river,  and  lodge  hia 
corps  in  the  suburbs.  Do  you,  as  Quarter- Master^ 
General  of  that  army,  know  why  the  same  anxiety 
did  not  induce  the  Commander  of  the  forces  to 
march  himself  with  the  main  body  of  the  army  at 
day-light|  and  proceed  by  the  same  route  by  which 
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he  had  ordered  the  march  of  the  advanced  corps  •  or 
can  you  state  why  the  march  was  delayed  till  ten 
oclock,  and  why  it  tlien  proceeded  in  a  diflerent 
direction  ? 

A.  In  answer  to  the  first  two  questions,  I  cannot 
state  his  reasons ;  with  regard  to  the  third,  I  have 
before  said,  I  believed  he  acted  upon  the  information 
be  received  from  the  guides. 

Q.  In  consequence  of  that  information,  did  he 
stop  or  alter  the  march  of  the  advanced  corps? 

A.  The  information  which  he  received  was  subse- 
quent to  the  orders  given  to  tlie  advanced  corps ;  and 
after  he  had  marched  from  Reduction,  I  believe  tlicre 
was  no  communication  whatever  between  the  two 
corps. 

Q.  Did  you  or  not  represent  to  General  Wbitc- 
locke  that  marching  in  the  direction  the  guide  pointed 
out,  would  preclude  his  giving  assistance  to  General 
Gower? 

A.  I  did  not  make  any  such  representation,  be- 
cause I  did  not  believe  it  would  have  been  the  case. 

Q.  You  have  said  that  no  information  was  obtained 
from  any  of  the  inhabitants ;  that  you  were  ignorant  of 
the  enemy's  force  and  position,  the  situation  of  the 
ford,  or  if  the  bridge  still  existed.  Was  any  attempt 
ever  made  to  reconnoitre  the  river  and  asceitain  those 
points,  and  the  means  which  the  enemy  had  collected 
to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  anny  ? 

A.  I  made  no  attempt  whatever. 

Q.  Was  your  information  such  as  to  lead  you  to 
suppose  tiiat  the  passage  of  the  river,  and  obtaining 
a  lodgement  in  the  suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres,  were 
operations  oCso  litde  difficulty  as  to  be  easily  and  safely 
performed  by  the  advanced  corps,  without  the  aid  and 
in  the  absence  of  the  main  body  of  the  army  ? 

A.  I  do  not  think  that  our  information  could  possi- 
bly have  authorized  such  a  conclusion. 
Q.  Do  you  recollect  at  what  period  it  was  dis« 
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covered  that  the  bridge  over  the  river  still  existed,  and 
tiiat  any  orders  were  then  sent  to  Colonel  Mahon  to 
advance  by  that  route? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  that  the  ex- 
istence gi  the  bridge  was  at  any  time  -ascertained  pre- 
V  iously  to  the  order  sent  to  Colonel  Mahon . 

Q.  Had  the  enemy  made  a  very  vigorous  resist- 
ance at  the  Chico  Pass,  and  had  he  made  any  attack 
^vith  a  large  force  upon  the  advanced  corps  under  the 
command  of  Major-General  Gower;  could  Liebte- 
us^At'General  Whitelocke  with  the  main  body  of  tho 
airmy  have  given  the  necessary  and  prompt  stippoit 
£or  the  safety  of  that  corps  ? 
A.  I  do  not  believe  he  could. 
Q.  Wa*  any  officer  of  the  staff  sent  out  by  General 
Whitelocke  or  Major-General  Gower,  and  did  any 
one  of  the  sta6f  of  the  army,  besides  yourself,  go  out 
upon  the  4th  of  July  to  reconnoitre  the  approaches 
to  the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres,  which  was  to  be  attacked 
at  six  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  tlie  5th  ?. 
A,  I  never  heard  of  any  one  but  myself. 
General  Harris. — I  did  not  understand  that  Colo- 
nel Bourke  was  ordered;  I  understood  that  you  went, 
but  now  that  you  were  ordered? 

A.  I  before  stated,  that  I  was  not  ordered. 
Q.  Had  the  bridge  not  been  burnt,  as  it  was  sup<^ 
posed  to  be,  and  General  Whitelocke  could  have 
crossed  the  Chuello  at  that  part,  was  that  the  place 
best  calculated  for  the  purposes  of  the  army  to  pass 
therivef? 
A.  I  believe  it  was. 

Q.  General  Norton. — Were  tliere  not  six   pon- 
toons, and  tlieir  carriages  embarked  with  the  army  ? 
A.  There  were. 

Q.  Were  the  pontoons  landed? 
A.  They  were  not 

Judge  Advocate. — I  am  directed  to  ask  w  hy  they. 
>»ere  not  landed?  •  . 
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A.  I  cannot  state :  I  believe,  because  they  wcrt 
not  intended  to  be  made  use  of  between  Ensenafla 
and  Reduction. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  were  they  embarked  ?    . 
A.  I  believe  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  bridge 
over  the  Rio  Chuello. 

Q.  What  M'as  the  distance  of  the  bridge  from  the 
suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres  ? 
A.  About  two  miles  and  a  half. 
Q.  Why  were  not  the  pontoons  made  use  of  to 
cross  the  nver  Chuello,  for  which  purpose  they  were 
embarked  ? 

A.  I  suppose,  because  General  Whitelocke  de^ 
termined  to  pass  tlie  river  at  the  ford. 

Q.  Lord  Cathcart. — Whether  on  the  2d  of  July,  the 
main  body  of  the  army  saw  or  fell  in  with  any  par- 
ties of  the  enemy,  and  of  what  description  ? 

A.  1  believe  they  neither  saw,  nor  fell  in  with, 
any. 

Q.  When  the  army  came  to  the  ground,  were  tfa^ 
halted  at  the  farm  houses  on  '  tiiat  day :  did  you  see 
the  redments  come  up  to  their  ground  .^ 
A.  I  did. 

Q.  Was  there  a  long  rear? 
A.  There  was  not ;  the  troops  appeared  fresh,  and 
in  good  order. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  precautions  were  takea 
for  the  security  of  the  camp,  and  what  piquets  were' 
put  out  ? 

A.  I  cannot  exactly  state  the  number  of  men  at 
the  advanced  posts,  but  in  going  about  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  I  saw  the  left  had  not  been  covered 
in  the  way  in  which,  I  supposed,  it  ought  to  hm% 
been.  In  consequence  of  this  observation  a  re-4n- 
forcement  was  sent  to  the  left,  and  the  advanced 
posts  then  appeared  to  me  to  be  su6h  as  the  situation 
required. 
Q.   Whether  instructions  were  g^ven  to  the  pi- 
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quets,  particularly  those  towards  the  Chuello^  to  at- 
tend to  any  firing,  and  was  that  circumstance  or  any 
other  extraordinaries  reported  by  the  piquets? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  that  any  such  instructions 
werc^ven;  nor  were  any  extraordinaries  reported- 
that  night. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  circumstance 
relating  to  the  capture  of  a  black  man,  who  was 
taken  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  ? 

A.  lie  related  that  Major-Geheral  Gowet  had 
passed  the  river  the  evening  before,  and  defeated  the 
Spaniards ;  tliat,  I  believe,  was  the  sum  of  his  infor- 
mation :  he  was  jnade  prisoner  upon  the  heights  just 
before  we  ascended. 

Q.  Upon  your  return  to  head^qualters  from  tlie  ad- 
vanced corps,  did  you  report  to  CSreneral  Whitelocke 
that  you  had  been  desired,  by  Major-General  Gower^ 
to  write  down  the  terms  which.  General  Whitelocke 
had  directed  you  to  inform  him  he  was  to  ofier  to 
the  Spanish  Commander  ? 
A.  I  do  not  refnember. 

Q.  What  was  the  distance  6f  the  march  of  the 
main  body  on  the  3d,  from  the  place  of  halting  to  the 
suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres? 
A.  I  think  about  nine  miles  altogether. 
Q.  When  the  firing  was  heard  on  the  2d,  were  atiy 
measures  taken  by  General  Whitelocke  to  inform 
himself  where  it  was,  or  to  ascertain  the  situation  at 
^time  of  the  advanced  corps? 
A.  I  never  heard  of  any. 

Q.  If  the  main  body  had  marched  early  on  the 
morning  of  tlie  2d,  miglit  tliey  not  have  reached  the 
^burbs  of  Buenos  Ayres  the  same  day  ? 

A.  It  was  only    16  miles  altogether;  and  there 
<^id  liave  been  no  difficulty  in  marching  from  Re* 
Auction,  by  the  route  we  pursued,  so  as  to  have  ar- 
rived in  the  suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres  the  same  day. 
Q.  Were  the  guides,  belonging  to  the  different 
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divisioDS  of  the  army,  confronted  at  any  time ;  and 
M'hen,  to  ascertain  whether  they  agreed  in  their  ac* 
counts  of  the  country  from  the  heights  to  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  of  the  different  passes  of  the  river,  in 
order  that  the  two  divisions  might  not  deviate  from 
the  same  line  of  march  ? 

A.  They  never  were :  when  I  took  the  order  to 
General  Gowers  division,  at  the  time  General 
Gower  s  corps  marched,  it  was  not  known  that  the 
main  body  of  the  army  were  to  march  that  day.. 

Tht  witfieiss  withdreiv. 

Brigadier-General  Craufurd  called  in  and  ravriL 
The  substance  of  the  charges  read  mer  to  the  witness. 

Judge  Advocate. — Wiiat  station  had  you  in  the 
expedition  under  the  command  of  General  White- 
locke  against  Buenos  Ay  res? 

A.  I  commanded  the  light  brigade,  which  formed 
the  advanced  guard  of  the  army.  There  is  one  thing 
with  respect  to  tlie  brigade  of  which  it  consisted ;  at 
some  times  it  was  stronger  than  it  was  at  others, 
and  I  should  wish  to  mention  it  in  the  course  of  mj 
evidence. 

Judge  Advocate. — In  order  that  General  Crau* 
furd  may  understand,  with  as  much  accuracy  as  .pos- 
sible, the  particular  points  to  which  his  evidence  will 
be  thought  material,  I  will  beg  leave  to  read  a 
paper  upon  which  I  liave  put  down  those  particu- 
lars wliich  General  Craufurd  will  be  so  good  as  re- 
fer to  whenever  he  pleases;  I  will,  therefore,  thank 
you  to  begin  your  narrative. 

*'  Brigadier-General  Craufurd  to  begin  his  narra- 
*^  tive,  from  the  time  he  came  under  Lieutenant- 
^'^  General  Whitelocke  s  command,  and  to  continue 
*'  it  up  to  the  night  of  tlie  4th  of  July,  to  state  the 
''  circumstances  of  tiie  particular  corps  under  his 

orders,    its  strengtti,  state  of  equipment  for  ser- 
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"  vice,  to  describe  the  occurrences,  difficulties  of  the 
"  route,  face  of  the  country,  from  the  place  of  land- 
**  ing  to  the  heights  occupied  on  tlie  morning  of  the 
"  SStliof  June  by  the  advanced  corps. 

**  Pursue  your  narrative  through  the  different 
"  days'  marches,  stating  what  was  the* face  and  ap- 
"  pearance  of  the  country  each  day ;  the  difficulties, 
'*  if  any,  which  presented  themselves  to  tlie  advance; 
whether  any  and  what  appearanoes  of  hostility  ma- 
nifested themselves,  either  from  a  regular  force,  or 
'*  from  the  armed  peasantry;  whether  the  habitations 
"  were  or  were  not  deserted;  what  prisoners  were 
**  taken ;  what  intelligence  was  each  day  obtained 
"  of  the  enemy's  preparations ;  plan  of  operations, 
**  particularly  as  to  the  defence  of  the  bridge  and 
**  the  different  passes  of  the  Chuello. 

"  What  reconnoitring  parties  were  made  previous 
"  to  the  arrival  of  the  advanced  corps  on  that  river. 
"  Why  the  passage  of  the  bridge  was  not  attempted. 

**  n[ne  circumstances  attending  the  passage  of  the 
^^  Chico  ford,  and  the  subsequent  advance  of  the 
"  troops  to  the  position  of  tlie  enemy.  The  attack 
•*  and  defeat  of  the  enemy  on  the  evening  of  the  2d 
"  July;  the  state  of  the  advanced  corps,  previous  to 
"  and  after  the  action,  with  reference  to  the  pro- 
"  bable  necessity  of  support,  had  tiie  conflict  proved 
**  severe  or  unsuccessful. 

"  Relate  minutely  all  the  occurrences  of  tlie  3d 
"  and  4th  of  July,  particularizing,  whether  any  and 
*'  what  measures  were  taken,  during  those  days,  for 
^*  assuring  the  success  of  tlie  attack  proposed  for  the 
•'  next  day,  cither  by  bringing  up  artillery  and  troops, 
**  opening  communications  between  the  different  corps 
•'  of  the  army,  and  reconnoitring  the  approaches  to 
**  the  town. 

"  State  the  intelligence  obtained  from  the  pri- 
**  soners,  as  to  the  designs  of  the  enemy,  and  his  plan 
**  for  tlie  defence  of  tlie  town. 

I  ^ 
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*''  State  generally  the  efficiency  of  the  troops 
*'  posing  the  advanced  corps,  iihethcr  selected  trom 
''  those  best  calculated  for  that  service^  and  whethev 
^'  tliey  were  or  were  not  duly  supplied  with  provisions, 
'^  ammunition,  and  every  other  requisite  ^r  service, 
''  as  far  as  circumstances  would  permit.'' 

A.  The  first,  in  point  of  date,  of  the  circumstanc«i 
which,  according  to  my  judgement,  may  be  material 
to  mention  to  the  Court,  I  will  just  state  the  tend- 
ency of :  it  is  a  conversation  I  stated  tlie  day  aftei 
I  arrived  at  Monto  \''iileo,  tliat  the  General  did  no4 
intend  to  attack  Buenos  Ay  res  in  tlic  way  in  which 
it  was  afterward  attacked ;  the  Court  will  judgi 
whether  it  is  material  or  not. 

Judge  Advocate. — Certainly. 

A.  The  day  after  I  arrived  at  Monte  Videi 
General  Whitelockc  proposed  to  me  to  walk  round 
the  works  with  him^  and  iu  returning  througli  the 
town,  he  desired  me  to  notice  the  peculiar  constnic- 
tion  of  the  houses,  their  flat  roofs  surrounded  •  bj 
parapet  walls,  and  other  circumstances,  which,  as  he 
observed,  rendered  tliem  peculiarly  ^vourable  foi 
defence,  and  added,  that  he  certainly  would  not  ^• 
pose  his  troops  to  so  unequal  a  contest,  as  th^t  in 
which  they  would  be  engaged,  if  led  into  so  large  a 
town  as  Buenos  Ayres,  all  tlie  inhabitants  of  which 
were  prepared  for  its  defence,  and  tlie  houses  ol 
which  were  similarly  constructed  to  tliose  which  •  he 
then  pointed  out  to  me.  In  the  obvious  propriety  oj 
the  Generals  ii^ntions  I  most  heartily  acquiesced. 
The  brigade  which  General  Whitelocke  placed  undei 
my  command  consisted,  according  to  tlie  original  dis- 
position, of  eight  companies  of  light  infantry,  a  de- 
tachment of  about  70  recruits  of  tlic  71st  regiment, 
and  eight  companies  of  tlie  rifle  corps  (tlic  95th); 
but,  firoin  the  day  of  our  landing  until  the  junction  ol 
tlio  two  divisions  of  the  army  before  Buenos  Ayres^ 
four  companies  of  the  95  tli  were  taken  a^  ay  froa 
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my  brigade,  and  Mtaclifed  to  that  division  of  thie 
riirny  which  was  led  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  in 
person.  With  respect  to  the  equipment  of  tlie  bri- 
gftdei,  it  certainly  was  deficient  iri  some  very  maferial 
irtides.  In  the  first  place,  M*e  had  no  Lab'somen.  I 
Ay  Mt  know  whether  the  Court  are  aware  of  what  I 
tneaA  by  that  term ;  but,  there  are  a  great  number  of 
wild  bullocks  in  that  country,  which  ate  caught  with' 
the  most  |)erfect  ease,  they  are  veiy  expert  at  catch- 
ing them  by  making  use  of  a  sort  of  noose;  and' 
it  Was  a  considerable  oversi^t  (consistently  with 
My  both^  I  must  say  it  was  an  oversight),  not  to  at- 
tach a  person  of  this  description  to  each  division  of 
tiie  army :  at  the  end  of  each  march  we  might  have 
caught  bullocks  enough  to  have  supplied  the  army. 
I  tried  to  shoot  them,  but  could  not;  the  consequence 
was?  we  had  no  means  of  catching  the  cattle,  by  which 
we  were  surrounded  in  great  abundance.  What  T 
ttn  going  to  say,  I  conceive  to  be  my  duty.  It  is  an 
extreniely  unpleasaM  thing  for  an  officer  to  come 
fi3rward  to  attach  blame  to  the  arrangements  madef 
tty  hii9  superior  officer ;  but  my  oath  compelis  me  to 
state  it.  Another  material  deficiency  in  the  equip- 
lAent  of  the  troops,  and  for  which  there  did  not  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  any  sufficient  reason,  was,  that  the 
eamp* kettles  were'  left  behind;  in  consequence  of 
whi^h^ — I  must  state  it  as  my  opinion,  from  the 
pa^  that  is  put  in'  my  hand,  that  the  whole  d( 
thenft  mi^t  have  been  conveyed, — in  cotisequencd 
of  which,  although  we  found  abundance  of  wheat  in 
did  faMi  hbuses,  which,  if  boiled,  would  have  been 
an  dxcellent  substitute  for  the  bi^d  that  was  not 
vegularly  supplied  to  the  army,  we  had  no 
means  of  making  use  of  it.  Another  circuihsbmce 
is  very  inipbrtaAt,  but  father,  I  think,  for  the  want 
of  proper  subseqilent  arrangements  than  defidency 
ib  wi^nal  equipment;  it  was,-  that  although  the  troops 
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landed  with  bread  only  for  three  days,  viz.'  the  SSth, 
S9th,  and  30th,  there  was  no  further  issue  of  bread 
until  the  day  of  the  third,  when  we  fortunately  found 
a  considerable  quantity  in  one  of  the  houses  behind 
the  position  which  we  took  up  on  the  evening  of  the 
2d.  The  want  which  the  troops  suffered  might,  in  my 
opinion,  have  been  avoided  by  halting  at  fUduction, 
from  whence  we  might  easily  communicate  with  the 
6eet  at  the  point  of  Quilmes.  It  also  appeared  to  me, 
that,  considering  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  army, 
I  mean  tlie  detachment  which  had  been  under  ray 
command,  had  been  so  many  montlis  embarked,  it 
was  very  essential,  tliat,  at  least  in  the  first  period  of 
their  operations  on  shore,  they  should  have  been  al- 
lowed a  ration  of  spirits :  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  ea« 
scntially  necessary  to  the  due  i)erformance  of  the 
march,  that  they  should  be  allowed  the  ration  of 
spirits  to  which  they  had  been  accustomed. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  am  directed  by  the  Court  to 
desire  that  you  will  now  mention  the  names  of  the 
different  corps  under  your  command. 
.  A.  I  mean  the  corps  which  formed  the  detachment 
which  sailed  from  England  under  my  command, 
namely,  two  squadrons  of  the  6th  dragoon  guards, 
6th,  3oth,  43th,  and  88th  regiments,  and  five  com- 
panies of  the  g5th  :  there  were  two  companies  of  ar- 
tillery, but,  I  believe,  they  were  left  at  Monte  Videa 
That  is  all  I  have  to  say  with  respect  to  the  equip- 
ment ;  I  now  proceed  to  describe  the  occurrences  on 
the  march. 

Geiierai  Sir  John  Moore. — I  do  not  believe  it  is 
intended  to  confine  General  Craufurd,  or  any  of  the 
witnesses,  tp  tliat  paper ;  he  may  deviate  from  it,  or 
add  to  itr 

Jud^e  Advocate. — The  object  of  putting  that 
paper  mto  General  Craufiird's  hand  was  not  to  con- 
fine blip  to  any  order  or  arrangement,  but  only  tbat 
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he  m^t  understand,  with  more  accuracy,  what  were 
the  points  on  which  the  Court  would  hope  for  all  the 
information  in  General  Craufunls  power  to  give. 

General  Craufurd. — With  respect  to  tlie  landinjr, 
there  was  no  enemy ;  there  was,  theretbrc,  no  ma- 
terial occurrence :  we  landed  without  the  appearance 
of  an  enemy  on  the  morning  of  the  S8th.    I  sup- 
pose itis  not  necessary  I  should  enter  minutely  into  the 
details  of  the  march ;  but  the  time  irom  our  landing 
to  our  reaching  Reduction,  was  destitute  of  any  in- 
teresting event :  the  distance  I  cannot  possibly  state; 
•t  least  my  statement  would  be  so  vague  as  not  to 
be  depended  on.  As  to  enemy,  I  saw  none ;  there  were 
none  but  some  very  conteuiptibie  paities  of  men. 
We  landed  in  a  situation  which  appeared  to  me, 
in  many  respects,  very  well  chosen  tor  the  purpose, 
after  crossing  a  broaid  swamp  which  extends  for  a 
considerable  distance  along  the  hanks  of  the  river — 
I  beg  pardon  for  interrupting  my  narrative  so  ofteu— 
but  I  have  said  that  it  appeared  to  me  a  situation 
very  well  chosen :  there  are  some  circumstances  at- 
tending it,  which  I  shall  describe,  which  will  make  it 
appear  to  the  Court,  perhaps,  a  very  disadvantageous 
place  to  land  in,  and  I  have  heard  it  said,  that  that  was 
one  of  the  instances  of  mismanagement  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  army ;  but  I  declare  upon  my  honour, 
that,  from  all  which  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  it  was 
tlie  best  place  for  the  landing  of  the  army. 

Judge  Advocate. — It  may  save  time  in  putting 
C|uestion8,  if  the  evidence  of  (ieneral  -Crauturd  is 
put  in  the  way  he  states  it,  that  he  conceives  tlie 
pcunt  of  Ensenada,  upon  the  whole,  the  best  place  for 
landing :  it  certainly  is  an  answer  to  a  question  I 
should  have  put 

General  Ci^attfurd. — ^Thcn  I  will  add,  and  which, 

xipon  the  whole,  was,  I  believe,  the  best  which  could 

have  been  chosen  for  the  purpose.   After  crossing  the 

swamp,  which  extends  a  considerable  distance  along 
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the  banks  of  tlie  river,  my  brigade  took  a  position 
upon  ^le  heigl)t5 ;  some  other  regiments  formed  upon 
our  left,  but  I  am  not  very  sure  which  they  were ;  I 
believe  the  5th  and  dStli  foot.  On  the  S9th  ve 
marched  off  by  our  route  upon  the  road  or  track  lead* 
ing  towards  Buenos  Ayres  by  the  way  of  Reduction. 

Judge  AdxH)catc. — I  believe  it  will  save  time  if  I  * 
take  this  opportunity  of  observing  to  General  Crau- 
fiird,  that  he  will  mention,  as  he  proceeds,  the  dif- 
ferent periods  at  which  he  received  any  orders  from 
General  Whitelocke,  and  tlie  contents  of  those  orders. 

A.  I  never  received  any  orders  from  General 
Whitelocke;  I  received  my  orders  from  General 
Gower.  At  about  a  mile  and  a  hali*  distance  in  fnmt 
of  Reduction  we  took  our  position  on  the  eveiung  of 
the  ifitof  July. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  must  beg  of  you  to  state,  aa 
you  proceed  from  the  landing  at  Enseneda,  the 
periods  at  which  you  received  any  orders  fiicmi. 
General  Gower,  and  what  those  ordei's  were. 

A.   I  can  only  say,    as  I  did  before,    that  I 
do  not  recollect  any  occurrence,  and,   of  coaiM, 
no  orders,   worth  the  taking  •  up  the  tiqie  of  the 
Court,  from  our  landing  at  Ensenada.  de  liamagon^ 
till  our  arrival  at  the  village  of  Reduction.     From 
the  Sdth  of  June  until  the  junction  of  the  two  divi- 
sions of  the  army  before  liuenos  Ayres  on  the  3d  of 
July,  my  brigade,  with  tlie  exception  of  the  four  comv 
panies  which  I  have  beforje  mentioned  to  have  been 
c(etached  from  it,  and  General  Lumley's  brigade,  con«* 
sisting  of;  tlie  S6thand  88th  regiments,  formed  a  coips 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Major-GeneraL 
Gower.    General  Lumley  s  brigade,  from  the  heightsi 
of  fiarragon  to  the  position  of  Reduction,  was  always> 
at  a  distance,  I  belie ve^  of  about  four  or  five  miles 
in.  the  rear  of  mine:  I  cannot  take  upon,  myself  to 
apeak  with  accuracy,  as  to  distances.     I  understoiMi. 
from  General.  Gower,  that  this  arrangement  w^s^ 
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adopted  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  tlie  procuring 
of  fuel  and  fire-wood  for  the  troops  at  night,  which  in 
that  country  is  extremel  j  scarce,  and  only  to  be  found 
in  the  neighbourliood  of  a  few  fami  houses  called 
AJstantia. 

Q.  Were  the  brigades  encamped  at  a  greater  di- 
stauoe  than  usual  from  eacli  other? 

A.  Yes,  certainly,  and,  I  think,  would  have  been 
-^very  impn^r,  if  we  had  had  a  supeiior  force  to  con-» 
€end  wkh.     I  was  always  perfectly  unconnected  with 
«mv  other  brigade :  tlie  whole  of  the  march  of  my 
^iigade  was  observed  by  small  parties  of  irregular 
lu>rse,  wiio  occasionally  exchanged  a  few  shots  with 
the  riflc*corps ;  tliey  were  lurmed  witti  long  muskets : 
inxt  until  our  arrival  at  Reduction,  nothing  occurred 
either  of  opposition  firom  the  efiemy,  or  difficulties  of 
^suiy  other  sort  in  the  march,  which  appear  to  me  to  be 
At  all  material  to  relate.  The  country  is  perfectly  open ;' 
5uid  although  the  route  was  very  frequently  inter- 
sected by  small  streams  running  through  boggy  hot* 
toms,  yet,  until  we  had  passed  Reduction,  they  were* 
none  of  them  such  as  to  form  any  considerable  impe^ 
diment     'She.  only  embarrassment  which  I  in  con- 
<iucting  the  advanced  guard  experienced,  proceeded* 
^om  the  want;  of  a  good  guide ;  the  inhabitants,  alF 
l)nt  one,  a  Mr.  Duval;  having  left  their  dwellings.    As" 
^'c  approaclied  Reduction,  we  saw  much  more  con- 
siderable bodies  of  horsemen  than  we  had' before  ob-^ 
served;  but  stiU  they  appeared  to  have  no  other  de- 
s^ign^  than  that  of  reconnoitring  our  march.     On  the' 
<2vening  ofithe  1st  of  July,  my  brigade  took  a  posi«^ 
tionon  tho  extremity/  of  the  high  ground  at  about  a 
.uiilc  and  at  half  nearer  to  Buenos  A^res  than  tber 
vill^  of  Reduction,  just  at  the  commencement  of 
the  low.'  marshy  flat,  through  which  ran  the  river 
Aiftsiel  and  Chuello,    from'  whence' we  plainly  ob-^ 
swved  the  appearance  of  an  army  behind  the  Chuello: 
I^do  not  me^nto  say  that  we  saw' the  men ;  but  wef' 
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saw  a  fire,  and  all  the  appearances  of  an  army  be- 
hind the  Chncllo.  \Vc  also  observed  a  fire,  nhich 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack,  who  at  this  time  command- 
ed tlie  light  battalion,  and  had  formerly  commanded 
the  7 J  St  in  B'lenos  Ayres,  informed  me,  was,  as  h% 
believed,  in  the  direction  of  the  bridge.  General 
Liimley*s  I)ri^ade  took  a  position  about  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  mine.  I  was  informed 
the  rf?t  of  the  army  under  General  Wbitelocke 
formed  in  front  of  Reduction,  but  I  did  not  see  them. 
Early  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  I  received  an  order 
from  (irneral  Gower,  who  had  passed  the  night  with 
General  I.umlev's  briiiade,  to  be  in  readiness  to  march 
at  nine  o'clock.  Before  nine,  General  Gower  came 
to  me,  and  I  had  a  good  deal  of  conversation  whJi . 
him,  with  respect  to  the  object  and  direction  of  the 
march.  I  understood  irom  him,  that  in  consequence 
of  the  information  received  that  the  enemy  had  con- 
structed considerable  batteries  for  the  dctence  of  their 
position  on  the  Lower  Chuello,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  bridge,  it  was  determined  to  turn  that  posi- 
tion by  passing  the  river  higher  up ;  but  I  think  it  ma- 
terial to  state,  that  the  Major-General,  at  this  tinie» 
certainly  had  not  settled  M'ith  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  or  determined  in  his  own  mind  where  we  were 
to  attempt  the  passage,  whether  at  the  ford  called 
the  Pas.sa  Chico,  which  we  did,  in  fact,  cross,  or  at 
one  which  was  said  to  exist  about  a  league  higher  up 
the  river.  We  saw  the  enemy's  army  oa-the  opposite 
side  of  the  river ;  and  at\er  we  had  matched,  t'believe, 
about  between  two  and  three  hours  (btit  I  cantfot  speak 
positively  as  to  tlie  time).  General  Gower.  and  1  di- 
stinctly saw  General  Whitelocke's  division  in  march ; 
and,  from  every  consideration  both  of  general  reason- 
ing and  some  particular  circumstances,  I  was  cer- 
tainly, during  the  whole  of  that  day,  impressed  with 
the  bl^lief  that  they  were  following  us.  Sometime 
alter  this  I  believe  it  was,    that  General  Gower 
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action.  It  was  some  time  after  this  before  I 
tood  from  Gciicrul  (iower  that  he  had  deter- 
to  pass  at  the  Passa  Chico.  The  direction  in 
ive  had  till  then  been  marching,  woiild^  as  we 
ied,  have  served  equally  well  for  either  pass. 
we  had  passed  the  river  Alasicl,  wc  saw,  at  tlie 
:e  of  about  a  cannon-shot,  in  our  front,  a  body 
hould  think,  about  500  horse,  'iliey  attenipted 
g;  and,  from  tlie  dkection  in  which  they  after- 
went  off,  I  should  suppose  that  tliey  crossed 
•en  At  length  we  arrived  at  a  track,  which 
»ff  obliquely  to  our  right,  and  which  the  guides 
ivas  tlie  road  to  the  Passa  Chico.  General 
:  then  dctonnined  to  take  that  direction,  and 
d  me  to  proceed  witii  my  brigade  as  fast  as  I 
to  the  Passa  Chico,  and  cither  to  foice  it,  or 
sh  ^ly^elt  as  near  to  it  as  I  could.  We  had 
erable  diiRculty  in  tinding  tlie  y)ass,  but  M'hen 
rived  there,  tU(?re  was  no  ai)pearance  of  an 
'  in  its  neighbourhood.  IJy  the  time  my  bri- 
lad  passed,  General  Gower  arrived  at  tlie  head 
;neral  Lumlevs  briuadc.  Afjout  this  time. 
'Travels,  who  commanded  the  four  companies 
fljth,  pointed  out  to  me  a  cohnnn,  which  ap- 
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heights,  whicli  are  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
distant  from  the  ford  :  the  ans^ver  which  I  recekted 
was,  that  I  might  go  on  and  act  according  to  circuni'^ 
stances,  and  that  he  would  support  me  with  General 
Lumley's  brigade.  We  gained  the  heights  without 
any  opposition,  and,  from  the  general  appearance  of 
things,  it  was  then  evident  to  mc,  that  the  eneiAy  ira^ 
in  a  state  of  confusion,  which  it  was  very  material  ta 
take  advantage  of.  After  gaining  the  heights,  I  ttiolt- 
the  road  to  my  right  on  the  high  gi*ound,  which  tiie 
guide  pointed  out  as  leading  to  the  town  and  to^  Hm 
position  which  the  enemy  were  tlien  obliged  to  tai»r 
up  to  cover  it.  As  we  proceeded,  there  were  ink 
creased  appearances  of  the  enemy  having  beea  duf* 
concerted  by  our  movement  durmg  the  march,  t^ 
twice  received  orders  by  an  officer  from  GeDlBra> 
Gower  to  halL  I  cannot  say  positively,  wfaethdr  tte 
intention  of  that  order  was  merely  to  give  tkne  fon^ 
General  Lumley  s  brigade  to  come  up,  or  to  tsake'  rf 
position  for  the  evening;  but  as  the  day  was  s&hn 
advanced,  and  the  state  of  the  operation  appeared  Mf 
critical,  I  took  upon  myself  to  send  a  report  ta  tW 
Major-General  of  what  I  observed,  and  to  state,  tftf 
my  opinion,  thf^t  it  would  be  very  desirable  tO'  pnv 
ceed,  which,  hi  the  mean  time,  we  did.  A  very  short 
time  after  we  arrived  at  Mr.  White's  house,  the  Ma-^ 
jor-General  came  to  the  head  of  my  brigade.  BefoW 
we  arrived  at  Mr.  Wiiite's,  the  road  luul  turned^  tty 
the  left,  so  that,  at  the  time  of  our  arrival  at  Kir. 
White's  house,  ive  were  marching  nearly  parallel  ftr 
the  position  in  w  liich  we  aftei*wards  discovered  the 
enemy,  who  were  tlien  on  our  nght  flank.  The  grouiid 
was  so  extremely  inti*icate,  and  covered  with  peacls 
orchards  and  high  fences,  tiiat,  altliough  the  eneitljF 
were  at  this  time  very  near  us,  we  certainly  had  not 
discovered  them.  The  first  mdication  which  we  had 
ef  their  presence  in  force,  was  a  shot  fired  firom 
a  gun  at  a  distance,  just  as  General  Gower  and 
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myself,  ^vith  some  of  the  staff  officers^  appeared 
upOQ  the  great  road,  that  upon  which  the  column 
vas  then  standing,  and  which  foad  leads  into  the 
town  by  the  slau^itering  place,  called  the  .  Coral, 
which  is  the  open  space  upon  which  the  enemy's  guns 
were  then  placed.     As  soon  as  this  gun  was  fired. 
General  Gower  said  something  to  me,  I  believe  tlic 
exact  words  were,  **  We  must  turn  the  right  and 
^'  left  flanks.*'  I  understood  this  as  an  order  to  attack 
the  enemy,    which  I  immediately  obeyed.      The 
enemy's  fire,  for  a  very  short  time,  appeared  to  me  to 
be  that  of  rather  a  considerable  body  of  infantry;  but 
the  light  in&ntry  and  the  95th  advanced  so  rapidly, 
that  they  very  soon  gave  way,  in  short,  almost  as 
•oon  as  we  came  close  to  them,  leaving  behind  them, 
I  believe,  the  whole  that  they  had,  I  believe  twelve 
laeces  of  artillery.     I  pursued  them,  I  think,  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  beyond  tlie  position  on  which 
they  had  been  formed,  and  from  which  we  had  driven 
them ;  in  short,  nearly  to  the  commencement  of  the 
town ;  and  whilst  I  was  forming  the  brigade,  which, 
from  die  nature  of  the  grounds,  and  tlie  suddenness 
of  the  action,  had  ^ot,  no  doubt  into  some  disorder, 
it  grew  dusk.     Whilst  thus  employed,  I  received  by 
an  officer,  I  think  Captain  Squires  of  the  engineers, 
an  order  from  General  Gower,  to  fall  back  to  the 
ilai]^tering  place,  the  Coral,  where  he  tlien  was.  it 
GcrtaiDly,  at  that  moment,  appeared  to  me,  that  it 
would  have  been  advisable  to  follow  the  enemy  into 
die  town;  and  I  desired  the  officer  who  broujrht  me 
Ibm  order  to  fall  back,  to  request  tliat  the  General 
would  allow  me  to  do  so :  and  I  trust  the  Court  will 
allow  me  to  say,  that,  fi-omall  1  have  heard  since,  I 
im  convinced,  that  if  the  other  division  of  tlie  army, 
the  main  division,  with  Lieutenant-General  M^'hite* 
locice,  had  been  as  near  as  I  thought  they  might  have 
been,  we  certainly  should  have  taken  the  town  witli 
6ise.     I  have  great  doubts  whether  we  might  not 


Vl6 

have  taken  it  with  General  Gower's  division ;  but  with 
General  Wbiteiocke  s,  I  am  sure  we  should.  I  do 
not  mean  to  swear  we  could  have  taken  it  with  Cre- 
neral  Gower's  division,  but  I  think  we  could.  In 
answer  to  this  message,  I  received  a  second  and  per- 
emptory order  to  tall  back  to  the  Coral ;  the  Major- 
General  stating,  at  the  same  time,  that  our  wounded, 
which  did  not  exceed  eight  officers  and  four  or  five 
and  tliirty  men,  were  exposed  to  be  cut  off  by  strag- 
gling  parties  of  tlie  enemy,  who  were  still  hoveriiu; 
sibout  the  ground.  Just  about  the  time,  I  think  it 
was,  tliat  1  was  going  to  retire,  it  was  then  dark,  I 
discovered  that  General  Lumley*s  brigade  had  ar- 
rived immediately  on  my  right ;  we  left  the  grenadier 
company  of  the  36th,  and  three  companies  of  my  bri- 
gade upon  the  ground,  from  which  we  then  retired, 
and  upon  whicl)  the  line  of  our  advanced  posts  was 
afterwards  formed.  During  the  greater  part  of  Ae 
3d  of  July,  tliere  was  some  firing  between  our 
piquets  and  the  enemy,  and  I  think  it  was  about  three 
o  clock.  I  cannot  speak  positively  to  the  hour,  buti 
to  tlie  best  of  my  recollection,  it  was  in  the  aflemoon 
that  General  Wiiitelocke  came  up  with  that  part  of 
tlic  army  which  he  conducted  in  person.  I  under- 
stand there  is  considerable  doubt,  whether  the  two 
divisions  of  the  army  passed  at  the  same  pass.  If 
the  Court  thinks  it  material  to  ascertain  that,  it 
may  be  necessary  for  tlie  witnesses  to  state  the  ifi- 
stances  of  each  pass  from  the  town.  From  the  time  Ire 
left  Mr.  White's  house,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  it  was 
not  more  than  an  hour;  but  other  persons  are  of  a 
different  opinion.  The  depth  of  the  pass  was  about 
breast  high.  The  men  passed  it  with  great  ease. 
I'he  bottom  of  it  was  sand  at  the  place  where  we 
passed,  but  in  other  parts  near  it,  which  we  tried,  it 
was  not  Early  on  ttie  morning  of  the  Sd,  General 
Gower  sent  Brigade-Major  Roache  with  a  flag  ol 
truce  into  the  town,  with  a  verbal  summons,  as  the 
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^[ajor-General  informed  me.  And  after  Major 
Roache  s  return,  in  consequence,  as  I  understood,  ol 
a  desire  expressed  by  General  finiers,  that  whatever 
tlje  Major*Geuerallidd  to  propose  might  be  stated  in 
writing,  Bri^ade-Ma  jor  Koachc  was  sent  back  with  a 
letter,  containing  a  proposal  of  certain  terms ;  which 
letter  Major-^Generul  Gower  showed  me,  to  tlie  best 
of  my  recollection,  before  he  sent  it.  He  did  not  ask 
my  opinion  as  to  ttie  contents ;  nor  did  I  know  at  tlic 
time  (I  do  not  know  now  indeed)  that  it  was  written 
in  consequence  of  any  particular  instructions  he  had 
received  from  General  \\'hitelocke  as  to  the  terms ; 
but  I  understood  he  had  received  instructions  to  sum- 
mon the  town.  The  only  observation  which  I  took 
the  liberty  of  making  upon  the  letter  was,  that  as 
General  Liniers  was  accused  by  us  of  having  broken 
a  convention  which  he  had  made  with  Geners^  ficres* 
ford,  it  did  appear  to  nie,  to  be  matenal  in  making 
any  such  proposal  as  that  contained  in  the  letter  to 
him,  to  say  sometliing  which  might  remove  any  ap- 
prehensions which  he  inight  cntertsun  witli  rcs[)ect  to 
the  manner  in  whicli,  if  he  fell  into  our  hands,  he 
nil^t  be  treated  b^  us.  When  Biigade-Major  Roache 
returned  from  delivering  this  letter,  General  Gower, 
is  well  as  himself,  informed  me,  that  General  Li- 
niers s  answer  was  expressive  of  a  determination  to 
defend  the  town.  All  tins  passed  bctbre  General 
Whitelocke  aiiived.  He  did  not  arrive  till  about 
three  o'clock,  and  this  passed  about  noon.  About 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  4tl],I  am  not  posi- 
tive as  to  the  hour,  in  obedience  to  orders  I  had  re- 
ceived, I  went  to  General  Wliitelocke  s  quarters  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  instructions  with  respect  to 
the  attack  of  the  town,  which  lie  had  then  determined 
to  make  at  twelve  o'clock  that  day.  After  I  had 
read  the  disposition.  General  Whitelocke  took  me 
tside  in  the  court-yard,  and  said,  that  he  felt  so 
much  reluctance  at  adopting  a  measure  which  must 
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necessarily  be  attended  M-ith  so  great  an  -efiusioti 
of  bloody  that  he  had  detennhied  to  send  anotiier 
summons  to  General  Liniers.  He  showed  me  the 
letter,  and,  certainly,  upon  tliat  occasion,  he  did  ask 
my  opinion,  as  to  the  propriety  of  sending  it.  I 
told  him,  ttiat,  in  my  opinion,  he  had  better  not  send 
it;  that  the  determination  expressed  in  their  an* 
8wer  to  the  first  summons,  and  the  M'hole  of  their 
conduct  since,  induced  me  to  believe  that  the  letter 
would  produce  no  good  effect ;  and  that  they  would 
rather  consider  it  as  proof  of  want  of  confidence  oh 
our  part.  This  was  tlie  exact  substance  of  the  con* 
versation,  which  terminated  by  the  Commander  in 
Chief  expressing  his  resolution  to  send  Captain 
Wbittingham  with  this  letter.  The  disposition  was 
afterwards  read,  and  explained  upon  the  plan,  to 
the  Commanding  Officers  of  brigades.  To  the  best 
of  my  recollection,  there  was  nobody  in  tlie  room  but 
them,  Major-General  Gower,  and  Lieutenant-Colo* 
nel  Pack,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  town ; 
I  suppose  that  was  tlie  reason  why  he  was  with 
them.  At  a  conversation,  Avhich  will  be  material,  that 
afterwards  took  place  (I  am  sure  there  was  nobody 
else  at  the  first  conversation),  we  were  in  Gcnefal 
Whitelocke's  room.  Tliere  were  two  rooms ;  the  door 
between  them  was  open,  and  there  were  a  great  num- 
})er  of  officei-s  hi  the  other  room.  The  order,  as  I 
before  stated,  was  for  the  attack  to  be  made  at 
twelve  o'clock  ttmt  dav :  and  the  time  at  winch  the 
conversation  which  I  am  about  to  relate  took  place; 
was,  I  believe,  half  an  hour  after  ten.  'Jliere  was 
very  little  time  between  the  conversation  taking  place 
and  the  attack.  I  beg  to  be  understood,  that  I  do  not 
mean  to  speak  positively,  as  to  who  was  in  tlie  room ; 
I  think  it  was  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty.     For  my  own 

fart,  I  did  not  give  any  opinion  upon  the  subject, 
did  not,  from  any  tl)ing  that  passed,  consider  tliat 
sj,  or  tlie  otlier  Brigadiers,  were  called  there  to-  give 
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ottf  opimons  uf>bn  ibs  propmty  of  the  disposition^ 
bol  for  the  purpose  of  being  made  acquainted  witii 
the  details  of  it  Sir  Samuel  Acbmuty^  I  think,  or 
Colonel  Pack,  but  I  think  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty, 
suggested,  that  a  little  before  day-bi^eak^  in  the 
moroio^  would  be  a  better  time  than  noon  for  ad- 
vandiig  ioto  the  town ;  and,  after  some  consultation, 
the  Commander  iu  Chief  determined  to  defer  the 
attack  until  the  morning  of  tlie  5tb.  Whilst  we 
were  in  this  room,  a  Mr.  Wlute,  who  had  resided  a 
considerable  time  at  Buenos  Ayre^,  in  Lieutenant- 
General  Whitelock's  inner  room,  gave  us  intbrma>' 
tion,  which  afterTtards  proved  extremely  correct,  re- 
specting the  dispositions  and  defensive  arrangementa 
which  the  enemy  had  made  in  the  town,  since  the 
evening  of  the  2d. 

A  part  of  the  order  of  attack  was,  that  the  co- 
\wmos  were  to  be  provided  with  implements  for 
breaking  open  houses ;  but  I  reaHy  do  not  believe  it 
was  posbible  for  those  in  whose  department  it  was, 
to  obey  this  order  effoctually.  At  that  time,  at  least, 
I  do  not  think  that  a  sufficiency  of  these  sort  of  things 
could  be  procured.  The  firing  at  the  piquets  con- 
tibuing  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  during  one  part  of 
the  day  a  disposition  was  made.  The  line  were  ordered 
anderarms,  andasortof  disposition  was  made,  under 
the  idea  that  by  allowing  the  piquets  to  retire  before 
the  enemy^  the  latter  might  be  tempted  to  follow  them 
far  enough  to  give  us  an  opportunity  of  engaging 
them  out  of  the  town ;  but  this  did  not  happen.  I 
leceired  a  verbal  order,  while  the  line  was  under 
'^urma.     General  Gower  rode  up  to  me,  and  said — ^ 

Judge  Advocate.— If  there  was  any  thing  in  the 
shape  of  an  order,  coming  through  General  Gower 
from  the  Commander  in  Chief,  it  is  evidence ;  but  if 
it  was  merely  a  conversation  between  General  Gower 
«Dd  the  witness,  not  prooaeding  from  General  White- 
k)ckd,  I  do  not  oonceivo  k  ta  bi^  evidopoc* 


General  Craufurd. — ^The  rule  I  hare  prescribed 
to  myself,  is  to  mention  every  thing  at  all  interesting 
that  occurs  to  me :  the  Court  will,  of  course,  stop 
me  if  I  state  that  which  is  irrelevant.  I  did  not  un* 
derstand  it  to  be  an  official  order  from  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  so  much  as  proceeding  from  General  Gower. 

Judge  Advocate. — If  it  was  a  conversation  upon 
the  subject  of  the  attack,  though  not  between  you 
and  General  Whitelocke,  if  it  was  in  the  hearing  of 
General  Whitelocke,  it  is  evidence. 

General  Craufurd. — It  was  not  in  the  presence  of 
General  Whitelocke.  I  considered  it  more  as  Gene- 
ral Grower's  own  act,  than  from  the  Commander  in 
Chief;  that  was  the  impression  upon  my  mind. 

General  Cratifurd  resumes  his  narrative. 

Nothing  occurred  during  that  day  but  the  firing  at 
the  piquets.  I  placed  some  piquets  in  the  af^r- 
noon  at  the  points  from  which  the  two  columns  of 
my  brigade  were  to  depart  the  next  morning  for  the 
attack;  and,  I  believe,  it  was  done  generally.  Fur- 
ther than  that  I  know  of  nothing  particular  that  oct 
curred  previous  to  the  attack. 

Judge  Advocate. — Before  the  narrative  is  read 
over  to  General  Craufurd,  there  is  one  paragraph  in 
the  paper  which  he  holds  in  his  hand  relative  to  the 
information  received,  eitiier  of  the  plans  or  means  of 
defence,  or  disposition  of  the  enemy,  wliich  he  has 
not  spoken  to. 

.  A.  The  first  part  of  the  information,  that  I  know 
of  that  we  received,  proved  to  be  false ;  which  was, 
that  they  had  an  intrenched  position  to  the  eastward ; 
4hat  is  to  say,  before  we  arrived  at  Reduction. 

Q.  State  the  information  you  received,  at  what 
period  of  the  march,  and  from  whom  you  received 
it  ' 

. :  A.  When  I  say  the  information  we  received,  I  re- 
collect it  wa&iiot  aay  information  I  received,  but  it 
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was  contained  in  a  paper  written  by  an  Italian.  I 
believe,  a  medical  man,  who  had  lived  in  Buenos 
Ayres ;  in  which  it  was  stated,  that  they  had  pre- 
pared batteries  before  we  arrived  at  Reduction. 
That  information,  however,  proved  to.  be  false. 
Then  we  had-  information,  I  cannot  say  how  it  came 
to  us,  which  turned  out  to  be  true,  that  they  had  in- 
trenched the  river  Chuello,  and  constructed  batteries: 
and  that  they  had  some  heavy  artillery. 

Q.  Upon  what  day  of  the  march  was  that  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know,  whether  it  might  not  be  biefore 
we  disembarked.  I  know  k  conversation  upon  that 
subject  took  place  between  General  Whitelocke  and 
rae  upon  the  march,  the  day  before  we  got  to  Re- 
duction. 

Q.  State  that  conversation. 

A.  The  only  conversation  I  had  with  Genei"al 
Whitelocke,  was  at  the  only  time  I  saw  him  on  the 
march.  I  think  it  must  have  been  on  tlie  30th  of 
June.  It  was  just  at  the  time  that  a  part  of  the 
troops  were  ordered  to  throw  down  their  blankets. 
I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  it  was  the  30th  of  June 
or  the  1st  of  July. 

Q.  Was  it  the  day  before  you  arrived  at  Reduc* 
tion? 

A.  I  cannot  say  positively  what  day  it  was :  it 
was  at  the  time  that  some  of  the  troops  were  halted, 
and  threw  down  Uieir  blankets.  . 

Adjourned. 
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saw  a  fire,  and  all  the  appearances  of  an  army  be- 
hind the  Chuello.  We  also  observed  a  fire,  nhich 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack,  Avho  at  this  time  command- 
ed the  light  battalion,  and  had  formerly  commanded 
the  7 J  J>t  in  B'lenos  Avres,  informed  me,  was,  as  he 
believed,  in  the  direction  of  the  bridge.  General 
Lumley's  brigade  took  a  position  about  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  mine.  I  was  informed 
the  re?t  of  the  army  under  General  Whitelocke 
formed  in  front  of  Reduction,  but  I  did  not  see  tliem. 
Early  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  I  received  an  order 
from  (irneral  Gower,  who  had  passed  the  night  with 
General  Lumley's  bri&!ade,  to  be  in  readiness  to  march 
at  nine  o'clock.  Before  nine,  General  Gower  came 
to  me,  and  I  had  a  good  deal  of  conversation  with . 
him,  M  ith  res|>ect  to  the  object  and  direction  of  the 
march.  I  understood  irom  him,  tlmt  in  consequence 
of  the  information  received  that  the  enemy  bad  con* 
structed  considerable  batteries  for  the  dctencc  of  their 
position  on  the  Lower  Chuello,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  bridge,  it  was  determined  to  turn  that  posi- 
tion by  passing  the  river  higher  up ;  but  I  think  it  ma- 
terial to  state,  that  the  Major-General,  at  this  time» 
certainly  had  not  settled  with  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  or  determined  in  his  own  mind  where  we  were 
to  attempt  the  passage,  whetlier  at  the  ford  called 
the  ]^as.sa  Chico,  which  we  did,  in  feet,  cross,  or  at 
one  which  was  said  to  exist  about  a  league  higher  up 
the  river.  We  saw  the  enemy's  army  oo-the  opposite 
side  of  the  river ;  and  ai^er  we  had  matched,  1^  believe, 
about  between  two  and  three  hours  (but  I  canDot  speak 
positively  as  to  tlie  time),  General  Gower  and  1  di- 
stinctly saw  General  Whitelocke's  division  in  march ; 
and,  from  every  consideration  both  of  general  reason- 
ing and  some  particular  circumstances,  I  was  cer- 
tainly, during  tlie  whole  of  that  day,  impressed  with 
the  belief  that  they  were  following  us.  Sometime 
alter   this  I  believe  it  was,    that  General  Gower 
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showed  me  a  letter ;  I  am  not  sure  whetlver  it  wm 
before  or  after^  that  General  Gower  showed  nie  a 
letter  written  to  him  by  tlie  Commander  in  Chief, 
hy  which  letter,  to  the  l>est  of  my  rccoUeotion,  (ge- 
neral Gower  was  fully  authorized  to  cross  the  river  and 
establish  himself  in,  or  in  the  vicinity  of,  the  suburbs 
of  the  town,  which  it  was  clear  to  me,  from  the  po- 
sition of  the  two  armies,  could  not  be  effected  with- 
out an  action.  It  was  some  time  after  this  before  I 
understood  from  General  Gower  that  he  had  deter- 
mined to  pass  at  the  Passa  Chico.  llie  dii*ection  in 
which  we  had  till  then  been  marching,  would,  as  we 
supposed,  have  served  equally  well  ibr  either  pass. 
After  we  had  passed  the  river  Masiel,  wc  saw^  at  the 
distance  of  about  a  cannon-shot,  in  our  front,  a  body 
of^  I  should  think,  about  500  horse.  They  attempted 
nothing ;  and,  from  the  direction  in  which  they  after- 
wards went  off,  I  should  suppose  that  they  crossed 
the  river.  At  length  we  arrived  at  a  track,  which 
went  off  obliquely  to  our  right,  and  which  the  guides 
said,  was  the  road  to  the  Passa  Chico.  General 
Gower  then  determined  to  take  that  direction,  and 
ordered  me  to  proceed  with  my  brigade  as  fast  as  I 
could  to  the  Passa  Chico,  and  cither  to  force  it,  or 
establish  myself  as  near  to  it  as  I  could.  We  had 
considerable  difRculty  in  linding  the  pass,  but  when 
we  arrived  there,  there  was  no  appearance  of  an 
enemy  in  its  neighbourhood.  By  the  time  my  bri- 
gade had  passed.  General  Gower  arrived  at  the  head 
of  General  Lumley*s  brigade.  About  this  time. 
Major  Travers,  who  commanded  the  four  companies 
of  Uie  95th,  pointed  out  to  me  a  cohimn,  which  ap^ 
pearcd  to  mc  to  be  a  con!*idei*able  part  of  the  enemy's 
army,  marching,  as  if  with  an  intention  of  taking  a 
pof»ition  on  the.  heights  opposite  to  the  ford,  but  to 
eftect  which,  they  were  then  evidently  too  late.  I 
^Dt  an  officer  to  report  this  to  General  Gower.  and 
to  request  his  permission  to  move  on  and  occupy  tlir 
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heights,  wbicli  are  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
distant  from  the  ford  :  tlie  answer  which  I  receired 
was,  tliat  I  might  go  on  and  act  according  to  circum^ 
stances,  and  that  be  would  support  me  with  Grenenl 
JLiumley's  brigade.  We  gained  the  heights  without 
any  opposition,  and,  from  the  general  appearance  of 
tilings,  it  was  tlien  evident  to  mc,  tliat  the  encxny  itaf 
in  a  state  of  confusion,  which  it  was  very  material  tti 
take  advantage  of.  After  gaining  the  heights,  I  toiok 
the  road  to  my  right  on  the  iiigh  ground,  which  tise 
guide  pointed  out  as  leading  to  the  town  and  to'  dii 
position  which  tlic  enemy  were  tlien  obliged  to  taJkff 
up  to  cover  it.  As  we  proceeded,  there  were  in- 
creased appearances  of  the  enemy  having  been  di^ 
concerted  by  our  movement  during  tlie  march,  t 
twice  received  orders  by  an  officer  from  Genteni 
power  to  halt.  I  cannot  say  positively,  wbeth^  IbB 
intention  of  that  order  was  merely  to  give  time  fof 
General  Lumley  s  brigade  to  come  up,  or  to  tttke'  rf 
position  for  the  evening;  but  as  the  day  was  s<k'lb# 
tdvanced,  and  the  state  of  the  operation  appeared  «f 
critical,  I  took  upon  myself  to  send  a  report  te  thrf 
Major-General  of  what  I  observed,  and  to  state,  tf 
my  opinion,  that  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  pnn 
ceed,  which,  hi  the  mean  time,  we  did.  A  very  short 
time  after  we  arrived  at  Mr.  White's  house,  the  Mv 
jor-General  came  to  the  head  of  my  brigade.  BefoM 
we  arrived  at  Mr.  Wliite^s,  the  road  had  turned^  to 
the  left,  so  that,  at  the  time  of  our  arrival  at  Kfr. 
White's  house,  we  w  ere  marching  nearly  parallel  fo 
the  position  in  w  hidi  we  aftei^wards  discovered  the 
enemy,  who  were  tlien  on  our  right  flank.  The  ground 
was  so  extremely  intricate,  and  covered  with  peadf 
orchards  and  higli  fences,  tiiat,  altliough  the  enemy 
were  at  this  time  very  near  us,  we  certainly  had  not 
discovered  them,  liie  fii*st  indication  which  we  had 
of  their  presence  in  force,  was  a  shot  fired  firom 
a  gun  at  a  distance,  just  as  General  Gower  and 
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myself)  with  some  of  the  staff  officers^  appeared 
upon  the  great  road^  that  upon  which  the  column 
vaa  then  standbg,  and  which  foad  leads  into  the 
lown  by  the  slaughtermg  place,  called  the .  Coral, 
vhich  is  the  open  space  upon  which  the  enemy's  guns 
^irere  then  placed.     As  soon  as  this  gun  was  nred. 
General  Gower  said  something  to  me,  I  believe  tlie 
exact  words  were,  '*  We  must  turn  the  right  and 
^  left  flanks.*'  I  understood  this  as  an  order  to  attack 
fbe  enemy,    which  I  immediately  obeyed.      Tlie 
enemy's  fire,  for  a  very  short  time,  appeared  to  me  to 
be  that  of  rather  a  considerable  body  of  infantry;  but 
the  li^t  infantry  and  the  95th  advanced  so  rapidly, 
that  they  very  soon  gave  way,  in  short,  almost  as 
aocm  as  we  came  close  to  them,  leaving  behind  them, 
I  believe,  the  whole  that  they  had,  I  believe  twelve 
{Mces  of  artillery.     I  pursued  them,  I  think,  about 
tiiree  quarters  of  a  mile  beyond  tlie  position  on  which 
they  had  been  formed,  and  from  which  we  bad  driven 
tbraa ;  in  short,  nearly  to  the  commencement  of  tlxe 
town ;  and  whilst  I  was  forming  the  brigade,  which, 
from  tihe  nature  of  the  grounds,  and  tlie  suddenness 
of  die  action,  had  got,  no  doubt  into  some  disorder, 
it  grew  dusk.     Whilst  thus  employed,  I  received  by 
en  officer,  I  tlunk  Captain  Squires  of  the  engineers, 
■n  order  firom  General  Gower,  to  fall  back  to  the 
dauj^tering  place,  the  Coral,  where  he  tlien  was.  It 
ootatnly,  at  that  moment,  appeared  to  me,  that  it 
iROuld  have  been  advisable  to  follow  the  enemy  iuto 
&e  town;  and  I  desired  the  officer  who  broujrht  me 
the  order  to  fall  back,  to  request  that  the  (general 
would  allow  me  to  do  so :  and  I  trust  the  Court  will 
allow  me  to  say,  tha^  from  all  1  have  heard  since,  I 
am  convinced,  that  if  tlie  other  division  of  the  army, 
be  main  division,  with  Lieutenant-General  White* 
locice^  had  been  as  near  as  I  thought  they  might  have 
been,  we  certainly  should  have  taken  the  town  witjii 
^•se.     I  have  great  doubts  whether  we  might  not 
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have  taken  it  ^vith  General  Gower*s  division ;  but  with 
General  Wbitelocke  s,  I  am  sure  we  should*  I  do 
not  mean  to  swear  we  could  have  taken  it  with  Ge- 
neral Gower*a  division,  but  I  think  we  could.  In 
answer  to  this  message,  I  received  a  second  and  per* 
emptory  order  to  fall  back  to  the  Coral ;  the  Major- 
General  stating,  at  tlie  same  time,  that  our  wounded, 
which  did  not  exceed  eight  officers  and  four  or  five 
and  tliirty  men,  were  exposed  to  be  cut  off  by  strag- 
gling parties  of  tlie  enemy,  who  were  still  hoveruig 
about  the  ground.  Just  about  the  time,  I  think  it 
was,  tljat  1  was  going  to  retire,  it  was  then  dark,  I 
discovered  that  General  Lumley's  brigade  had  ar- 
rived immediately  on  my  right ;  we  left  the  grenadier 
company  of  the  36th,  and  three  companies  of  my  bri- 
gade upon  the  ground,  from  which  we  then  retired, 
and  upon  which  the  line  of  our  advanced  posts  was 
afterwards  formed.  During  the  greater  part  of  the 
Sd  of  July,  tliere  was  some  firing  between  our 
piquets  and  the  enemy,  and  I  think  it  was  about  three 
o'clock.  I  cannot  speak  positively  to  the  hour,  but, 
to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  it  was  in  the  afternoon 
tliat  General  Whitelocke  came  up  witli  that  part  of 
tlie  army  which  he  conducted  in  person.  I  under- 
stand there  is  considerable  doubt,  whether  the  two 
divisions  of  the  army  passed  at  the  same  pass.  If 
the  Court  thinks  it  material  to  ascertain  that,  it 
may  be  necessary  for  the  witnesses  to  state  the  di- 
stances of  eacli  pass  from  the  town.  From  the  time  we 
left  Mr.  White's  house,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  it  was 
not  more  tlian  an  hour;  but  other  persons  are  of  a 
different  opinion.  The  deptli  of  the  pass  was  about 
breast  high.  The  men  passed  it  with  great  ease. 
The  bottom  of  it  was  sand  at  the  place  where  we 
passed,  but  in  other  parts  near  it,  which  we  tried,  it 
was  not  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  General 
Gower  sent  Brigade-Major  Roache  with  a  flag  of 
truce  into  the  town,  with  a  verbal  summons,  as  the 
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Major-General  informed  me.  And  after  Mftjor 
Roache*s  return,  in  consequence,  as  I  understood,  of 
a  desire  expressed  by  General  finiers,  that  whatever 
tiie  Major*General  had  to  propose  might  be  stated  in 
writing,  Dri^ade-Major  Koachc  was  sent  back  with  a 
letter,  containing  a  proposal  of  certain  terms ;  which 
letter  Major-General  Gower  showed  me,  to  tlie  best 
of  my  recollection,  betbre  he  sent  it.  lie  did  not  ask 
my  opinion  as  to  tlie  contents ;  nor  did  I  know  at  tlic 
time  ([  do  not  know  now  indeed)  tliat  it  was  written 
in  consequence  of  any  particular  instructions  he  had 
received  from  General  Whitelocke  as  to  the  terms ; 
but  I  understood  he  had  received  instructions  to  sum- 
mon the  town.  The  only  observation  which  I  took 
the  liberty  of  making  upon  tlic  letter  was,  that  as 
General  Liniers  was  accused  by  us  of  having  broken 
a  convention  which  lie  had  made  with  General  ficres* 
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ford,  it  did  appear  to  me,  to  be  material  in  making 
any  such  proposal  as  that  contained  in  the  letter  to 
him,  to  say  sometliing  which  might  remove  any  ap- 
prehensions which  he  might  entertain  witli  respect  to 
the  manner  in  which,  if  he  fell  into  our  hands,  he 
mij^t  be  treated  by  us.  When  Brigade-Major  Roache 
returned  from  delivering  this  letter.  General  Gower, 
is  well  as  himself  informed  me,  that  General  Ij- 
nierss  answer  was  expressive  of  a  determination  to 
defend  the  town.  All  this  passed  betbre  General 
Whitelocke  aiiived.  He  did  not  arrive  till  about 
three  o'clock,  and  this  passed  about  noon.  About 
nine  o  clock  in  the  morning  of  the  4th,  I  am  not  posi- 
tive as  to  the  hour,  in  obedience  to  orders  I  had  re- 
ceived, I  went  to  General  Whitelockc's  quarters  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  instructions  with  respect  to 
the  attack  of  the  town,  uliich  lie  had  then  determined 
to  make  at  twelve  o'clock  tliat  day.  After  I  had 
read  the  disposition,  General  Whitelocke  took  me 
aside  in  the  court-yard,  and  said,  that  he  felt  so 
much  reluctance  at  adopting  a  measure  which  must 
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necessarily  be  attended  with  so  great  an  -efiusion 
of  blood,  that  lie  had  detennined  to  send  anotiier 
summons  to  General  Liniers.  He  shoned  me  the 
letter,  and,  certainly,  upon  that  occasion,  he  did  ask 
my  opinion,  as  to  the  propriety  of  sending  it.  I 
told  him,  that,  in  my  opinion,  he  had  better  not  send 
it;  that  the  determination  expressed  in  their  an* 
swer  to  the  first  summons,  and  the  M-hole  of  their 
conduct  since,  induced  me  to  believe  that  the  letter 
would  produce  no  good  effect ;  and  that  they  would 
rather  consider  it  as  proof  of  want  of  confidence  on 
our  part.  This  was  tlie  exact  substance  of  the  con* 
versation,  which  terminated  by  the  Commander  in 
Chief  expressing  his  resolution  to  send  Captain 
Whittingham  with  this  letter.  The  disposition  was 
afterwards  read,  and  explained  upon  tlie  plan,  to 
the  Commandmg  Officers  of  brigades.  To  the  best 
of  my  recollection,  there  was  nobody  in  tlie  room  but 
them,  Major-General  Gower,  and  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Pack,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  town ; 
I  suppose  that  was  ttie  reason  why  he  was  with 
them.  At  a  conversation,  which  will  be  material,  that 
afterwards  took  place  (I  am  sure  there  was  nobody 
else  at  the  first  conversation),  we  were  in  General 
Whitelocke's  room.  There  were  two  rooms ;  the  door 
beti^'een  them  was  open,  and  there  were  a  great  num* 
})er  of  officers  in  the  other  room.  The  order,  as  I 
before  stated,  was  for  the  attack  to  be  made  at 
twelve  o'clock  that  dav :  and  the  time  at  which  the 
conversation  which  I  am  about  to  relate  took  place, 
was,  I  believe,  half  an  hour  after  ten.  'J'here  was 
very  little  time  between  the  conversation  taking  place 
and  the  attack.  I  beg  to  be  understood,  that  I  do  not 
mean  to  speak  positively,  as  to  who  was  in  tlie  room ; 
I  think  it  was  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty.     For  my  own 

fart,  I  did  not  give  any  opinion  upon  the  subject 
did  not,  from  any  thing  that  passed,  consider  tliat 
J,  or  tlie  otl)er  Brigadiers,  were  called  tliere  to  give 
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ottf  oinnions  upon  %\r  propmty  of  the  disposition^ 
bol  for  the  purpose  of  being  made  acquainted  with 
the  details  of  it.  Sir  Samuel  Acbmuty^  I  think,  or 
Colonel  Pack,  but  I  think  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty, 
suggested,  that  a  little  before  day-bi*eak^  in  the 
moffoiog,  would  be  a  better  tune  than  noon  for  ad- 
▼ancsing  into  the  town ;  and,  after  some  consultation, 
the  Commander  in  Chief  determined  to  defer  the 
attack  until  the  morning  of  tlie  5th.  Whilst  we 
were  in  this  room,  a  Mr.  Wlute,  who  had  resided  a 
considerable  time  at  Buenos  Ayre^,  in  Lieutenant- 
General  Whitelock's  inner  room,  gave  us  intbrmav 
tkm,  which  afterTtards  proved  extremely  correct,  re- 
spectif^  the  dispositions  and  defensive  arrangementa 
which  the  enemy  had  made  in  the  town,  since  the 
evening  of  the  Sd. 

A  part  of  the  order  of  attack  ^-as,  that  the  co- 
lanna  were  to  be  provided  with  implements  for 
breaking  open  houses ;  but  I  reaHy  do  not  believe  it 
was  posbible  for  those  in  whose  department  it  was, 
ta  obey  this  order  effectually.  At  tbit  time,  at  least, 
I  do  not  think  that  a  sufficiency  of  these  sort  of  things 
could  be  procured.  The  firing  at  the  piquets  con- 
timiing  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  during  one  part  of 
the  day  a  disposition  was  made.  The  line  were  ordered 
iu:ideramis,  andasortof  disposition  was  made,  under 
the  idea  that  by  allowing  the  piquets  to  retire  befc»*e 
the  enemy^  the  latter  might  be  tempted  to  follow  them 
ftu*  enough  to  give  us  an  opportunity  of  engaging 
them  out  of  the  town ;  but  this  did  not  happen.  I 
leceired  a  verbal  order,  while  the  Une  was  under 
pnns.     General  Gower  rode  up  to  me,  and  said — ^ 

Judge  Advocate.— ^If  there  was  any  thing  in  the 
shape  of  an  order,  coming  through  General  Gower 
from  die  Commander  in  Chief,  it  is  evidence ;  but  if 
it  was  merely  a  conversation  between  General  Gower 
and  the  witness,  not  prooaeding  from  General  White* 
bckd,  I  do  not  oooceivo  k  ta  b^  evidopoc* 
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General  Craufurd. — ^The  rule  I  hare  prescribed 
to  myself,  is  to  mention  every  thing  at  all  interesting 
that  occurs  to  me :  the  Court  will,  of  course,  stop 
me  if  I  state  that  which  is  irrelevant.  I  did  not  un* 
derstand  it  to  be  an  official  order  from  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  so  much  as  proceeding  from  General  Gower. 

Judge  Advocate. — If  it  was  a  conversation  upon 
the  subject  of  tlie  attack,  though  not  between  you 
and  General  Whitelocke,  if  it  was  in  the  hearing  of 
General  Whitelocke,  it  is  evidence. 

General  Craufurd. — It  was  not  in  the  presence  of 
General  Whitelocke.  I  considered  it  more  as  Gene- 
ral Gower's  own  act,  than  from  the  Commander  m 
Chief;  that  was  the  impression  upon  my  mind. 

General  Craufurd  resumes  his  narrative. 

Nothing  occurred  during  that  day  but  the  firing  at 
the  piquets.  I  placed  some  piquets  in  the  after* 
noon  at  the  points  from  which  the  two  columns  of 
my  brigade  were  to  depart  the  next  morning  for  the 
attack ;  and,  I  believe,  it  was  done  generally.  Fur- 
ther than  that  I  know  of  nothing  particular  that  oc-r 
curred  previous  to  the  attack. 

Judge  Advocate. — Before  the  narrative  is  read 
over  to  General  Craufurd,  there  is  one  paragraph  in 
the  paper  ^vhich  he  holds  in  his  hand  relative  to  the 
information  received,  either  of  the  plans  or  means  of 
defence,  or  disposition  of  the  enemy,  which  he  has 
not  spoken  to. 

A.  The  first  part  of  the  information,  that  I  know 
of  that  we  received,  proved  to  be  false ;  which  was, 
that  they  had  an  intrenched  position  to  the  eastward ; 
4hat  is  to  say,  before  we  arrived  at  Reduction. 

Q.  State  the  information  you  received,  at  what 
period  of  the  march,  and  from  whom  you  received 
it  ' 

..  A.  When  I  say  the  information  we  received,  I  re- 
collect it  wa&iiot  aay  information  I  received,  but  it 
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was  contained  in  a  paper  written  by  an  Italian.  I 
believe^  a  medical  man,  who  had  lived  in  Buenos 
Ayres ;  in  which  it  was  stated,  that  they  had  pre- 
pared batteries  before  we  arrived  at  Reduction. 
That  information,  however,  proved  to.  be  false. 
Then  we  had  information,  I  cannot  say  how  it  came 
to  us,  which  turned  out  to  be  true,  that  they  had  in- 
trenched the  river  Chuello,  and  constructed  batteries; 
and  that  they  had  some  heavy  artillery. 

Q.  Upon  what  day  of  the  ^  march  was  that? 

A.  I  do  not  know,  whether  it  might  not  be  biefore 
we  disembarked.  I  know  k  conversation  upon  that 
subject  took  place  between  General  Whitelocke  and 
me  upon  the  march,  the  day  before  we  got  to  Re- 
duction. 

Q.  State  that  conversation. 

A.  The  only  conversation  I  had  with  Geneml 
Whitelocke,  was  at  the  only  time  I  saw  him  on  the 
march.  I  think  it  must  have  been  on  tlie  30th  of 
June.  It  was  just  at  the  time  that  a  part  of  the 
troops  were  ordered  to  throw  down  their  blankets. 
I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  it  was  the  30th  of  June 
or  the  1st  of  July. 

Q.  Was  it  the  day  before  you  arrived  at  Reduc* 
tion? 

A.  I  cannot  say  positively  what  day  it  was :  it 
was  at  the  time  that  some  of  the  troops  were  halted, 
and  threw  down  their  blankets. 

Adjouroed. 
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EIGHTH  DAY. 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  6,  ISOff. 

Brigadkr-Gcneral  Craufurd  calkd  in%again. 

Brigadier-General  Craufurd. — I  beg  leave  t9 
mentioH  to  the  Coui%  with  respect  to  this  paper  stat- 
ing tl>e  subjects  which  I  am  requested  generally  to 
answer,  that  upon  looking  it  over,  I  find  there  am. 
some  points  that  I  have  not  sufficiently  answered, 
andj  therefore,  perhaps,  it  will  save  the  time  of  the 
Court,  if  I  state  those  points  which  I  omitted  yester-? 
day.  In  the  first  place,  with  respect  to  the  strength 
of  my  brigade,  it  occurs  to  me,  that  when  I  mention- 
ed the  number  of  the  companies,  I  ought  to  have 
stated  the  number  of  rank  and  file,  which  I  did  not. 
The  strength  of  rank  and  file  disembarked  was  1250, 
or  thereabouts;  but  I  do  not  undertake  to  speak 
precisely.  Four  companies  taken  from  the  brigade 
the  day  of  landing,  would,  upon  the  same  average  as, 
the  re$t,  amount  to  300.  Tlicy  were  rather  stronger 
than  the  rest,  but  that  is  takinij  them  at  the  average, 
leaving  950  rank  and  file,  of  which  252  were,  by  order 
of  General  Gower,  left  at  Reduction.  When  Gene- 
lal  Whitclockc  came  up  on  the  3d,  the  four  compa*. 
nies  of  the  95th  rejoined  my  brigade,  an4  the  mimber 
of  rank  and  file,  that  marched  into  the  town  as  re- 
ported  to  me  by  the  Brigade- Major,  was  1 150. 

When  I  stated  yesterday,  that  tlic  place  of  disem- 
barkation, in  my  opinion,  was  well  chosen,  that  opi- 
nion was  grounded  upon  the  supposition  of  its  being 
impossiole,  as  I  have  heard  it  reported,  to  carry  the 
transports  near  to  Le  Scontias,  or  to  biing  them  near 
the  town  within  several  miles  of  the  shore.  I  am 
pursuing  th«  order  in  which  il  is  stated  in  this  paper. 
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1  yesterday  stated,  that  all  the  hoiises,  excq^tonc, 
which  I  observed,  were  deserted  by  t*re  inhabitants. 
I  mean  to  say,  after  leaving  the  village  of  fiarragon, 
in  which,  when  we  landed  there,  were  several  in- 
habitants, who  were  not  at  all  shy  of  us. 

I  wish  to  have  the  last  question  of  yesterday  re- 
pealled that  I  may  correct  the  answer  I  then  gave, 
with  respect  to  the  intelligence  we  received. 

The  question  read. 

Q.  What  mformation  did  you  receive  during  your 
mardi  ? 

A.  I  received  information,  as  well  as  I  can  recol- 
lect, from  a  Mr.  Duval,  whom  I  found  in  his  house 
near  Barragon,  and  took  witli  me  as  a  guide,  that 
wlien  he  left  the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres,  a  few  days 
before,  the  ehemy  had  a  corps,  and  some  batteries 
tm  the  heights  of  Reduction.  I  before  stated,  that 
this  intelligence,  however,  pix>ved  to  be  false,  except- 
ing, indeed,  tliat  a  battery  had  been  constructed  there 
fot  the  purpose  of  commanding  the  road  by  which 
General  Beresford  had  crossed  the  morass  the 
year  before.  This  batteiy  was  dismantled  before  we 
approached  it.  I  had  also  heard,  and,  from  a  con- 
versation which  1  had  with  lieutenant-General  White- 
locke,  it  appeared,  that  he  believed  the  enemy  had 
constructed  several  batteries  for  the  defence  oif  the 
river  Chuellp,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  bridge. 
Whether  the  Chico  Pass  Mas  defended  in  a  similar 
manner,  we  were  not  able  to  ascertain  until  we  ap- 
.  proached  it.  I  remember,  perfectly,  when  I  struck 
into  that  road,  which  I  described  yesterday,  leading 
to  the  Chico  Pass,  neither  Major-General  Gowcr 
nor  myself,  from  all  the  inquiry  we  had  made, 
could  ascertain  whether  the  Pass  was  defended  or 
not.  We  rather  thought  it  was.  With  respect  to 
what  reconnoitring  parties  were  made,  previous  to  the 
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arrival  of  the  advanced  corps  at  the  river  Chuello,  I 
know  of  none,  excepting  by  the  ordinary  advanced 
guard  and  flanking  parties  of  my  own  brigade,  as  I 
inarched  down  to  it  on  the  day  of  the  2d. 

In  answer  to  the  question,  why  the  passage  of  the 
bridge  was  not  attempted,  I  can  only  state  my  opi- 
nion. I  cannot  answer  for  the  Commander  in  Chief  s 
reason,  but  my  opinion,  and  that  of  the  other  officers 
with  whqm  1  conversed  upon  the  subject,  certainly 
was,  that  to  pass  the  river  at  a  point  in  w  Inch  all  in- 
telligence agreed  in  stating,  that  the  enemy  had  pre- 
pared a  position,  would  not  have  been  judicious,  when, 
by  an  easy  march,  it  appeared  possible  to  remove  him 
from  that  position,  or  to  turn  that  position  by  pass- 
ing the  river  higher  up.  I  heard  no  other  opinion 
from  any  body. 

In  answer  to  the  question,  what  was  the  state  of 
the  advanced  corps  previous  to  and  after  the  actiod, 
with  reference  to  the  probable  consequence  of  sup- 
port if  the  conflict  had  proved  severe,  or  unsuccesa- 
ful,  I  do  not  exactly  understand  that  question. 

Judge  Advocate. — The  object  bf  inserting  that  pa- 
ragraph in  the  paper  delivered  to  you,  was  to  ascer- 
tain what  means  of  retreat,  or  what  prospect  of  sup- 
port, the  advanced  corps  would  have  had,  in  case  the 
circumstances  of  the  action  of  the  2d,  had  made  it 
necessary  ? 

A.  In  answer  to  that,  I  can  only  speak  from  hear- 
say. I  do  not  know  where  General  Whitelocke  s  di- 
vision passed  the  night ;  but  if  that  division  remained 
during  the  afternoon  of  the  2d,  and  the  night,  in  the 
situation  which  has  been  described  to  me  by  the 
Deputy  Quarter-Master-General,  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Bourke,  then  it  is  clear  that  no  co-operation  could 
have  taken  place  that  evening,  and  that  we  could 
have  derived  no  support  from  it. 

In  answer  to  the  question,  what  measures  were 
taken  for  ensuring  the  success  of  the  attack  upon  the 
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towttj  either  by  bringing  up  troops,  openifig  commu- 
nications with  the  different  divisions  of  the  army,  and 
reconnoitring  the  approaches  of  the  tOMn,  I  have  to 
state,  that  I  heard  that  an  order  had  been  sent  to 
Colonel  Malion,  by  a  person  of  the  country.  To  the 
best  of  my  recollection,  I  heard  it  from  General 
Whitelocke;  but  I  am  not  ceitain.  I  am  perfectly 
certain  that  General  Whitelocke,  at  one  time,  had 
sent  an  order  to  Colonel  Mahon  (whether  it  was  on 
the  3d  or  4th,  I  do  not  know)  who  was  tlien  at  Re- 
duction, and  had  witli  him  a  considerable  part  of  the 
field-artillery,  to  advance  towards  the  bridge,  at  the 
same  time  that  tlie  rest  of  the  army  should  at- 
tack the  town ;  and  I  think  I  heard  that  two  orders 
bctd  been  sent  to  Colonel  Mahon.  I  know  of  no 
other  steps  that  were  taken  for  procuring  the  co-ope- 
ration of  the  army.  With  respect  to  reconnoitring 
the  approaches  of  the  town,  I  believe  every  thing 
wus  done  by  the  staff  officers,  and  the  officers  com* 
manding  brigades,  that  could  be  done  on  the  ri^t ; 
but  with  respect  to  the  left,  I  cannot  speak. 

With  respect  to  the  enemy^s  plans  for  the  defence 
of  the  town,  I  have  already  stated  the  information 
we  had  from  Mr.  White,  which  proved  to  be  very 

true. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  wish  to  know  what  the  details 
of  that  information  were ;  if  it  came  from  General 
Whitelocke,  or  was  within  his  hearing. 

A.  It  was  communicated  to  me  by  several  officers, 
that  Mr.  White  gave  that  information  in  General 
Whitelocke's  apartment.  I  know  very  well,  that 
widi  respect  to  the  approaches  of  the  right  wing  (I 
mean  of  my  own  brigade,  and  the  corps  under  it), 
every  thing  was  done  that  could  be  done.  I  speak 
of  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  Were  there  any  orders  given  by  Lieutenant- 
General  Whitelocke  to  reconnoitre  the  town? 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  we  were  oi^ 
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dcrcd,  in  General  Whitelocke*s  house,  at  the  time 
the  plan  of  attack  was  comtnunicated  to  the  officers, 
to  make  ourselves  fully  acquainted  with  those  parts 
of  the  town,  upon  which  we  were  each  respectively 
to  advance,  and  to  make  ourselves  as  much  masters 
of  the  plan  of  attack  as  it  was  in  our  power  to  do.  I 
believe  the  plan  was  formed  before  General  White* 
lock^  came  up.  Whether  the  orders  were  given  by 
General  Whitelocke,  or  General  Gower,  from  whom 
I  most  frequently  received  orders,  I  cannot  say. 

In  answer  to  the  question,  what  intelligence  was 
received  from  prisoners  as  to  the  designs  of  the  enemy, 
and  his  plan  for  the  defence  of  tlic  town,  I  have  to 
state,  that  I  do  not  recollect  that  any  intelligence  WnM 
obtained  from  the  prisoners  taken  on  tlie  gd,  nor  do 
I  believe  that  they  could  have  given  us  any  informal 
tion;  because  the  eneftnys  position  was  entirely 
changed  after  that  action.  I  mean  the  position  in 
the  town  was  entirely  changed  in  consequence  of  thn 
operations  of  the  2d  ;  but  on  the  4th  of  July,  Mr; 
White  told  me,  and  several  other  officers,  in  Gene- 
ral Whitelocke's  room,  that  he  was  informed,  I  think 
he  said,  by  people  who  left  the  town  (which  of  course 
it  must  have  been,  and  the  information  proved  cor- 
rect), that  he  was  informed  that  the  enemy  had 
strongly  intrenched  and  placed  heavy  cannon  in  all 
the  streets  leading  into  the  great  square,  and  had 
concentred  the  i)rincipal  part  of  their  force  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  square  in  that  part  of  the 
town.  I  can  only  say,  that  tlie  position  which,  in 
the  course  of  tlie  subsequent  pait  of  the  trial,  will 
probably  be  accurately  described  to  the  Court,  and 
which  I  had  the  opportunity  of  observing,  both  dur- 
ing the  action  and  after  I  was  taken  prisoner,  was 
very  remarkable ;  indeed,  it  turned  out  to  be  just 
such  as  Mr.  White  did,  on  the  4th,  describe  it. 

I  yesterday  stated,  tliat  I  am  now  convinced,  that 
4md  the  army  been  in  a  situation  to  pursue  the  ad^ 
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vntage  gained  on  the  2d,  the  to\iii  would  have  hem 
cairied  witii  ease.  I  did  not^  I  believe,  state  the 
grounds  of  the^  conviction.  I  do  not  know  whether 
K  is  proper  I  should  state  them. 

Judge  Adcf^ciate. — ^I  may  as  well  state  now  as  at 
any  other  time,  that  if  General  Craufurd  had  not 
stated  his  opinion  upon  that  point,  I  should  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  have  asked  him  for  it;  a  ques- 
tion of  a  similar  natui'e  having  been  decided  by  the 
Court  to  be  fit  to  be  put.  It^  therefore.  Genera! 
Craufurd  thinks  fit  now  to  st^te  the  grounds  of  that 
opinion,  it  will  perhaps  save  the  time  of  the  Court. 

Brigadier-G eneral  Craufurd. — I  thou^t  so  at  the 
time,  because  during  the  greater  part  of  the  march 
of  the  3d,  we  had  seen,  M'hat,  from  its  appearance^ 
/  there  was  every  reason  to  believe  to  be  the  bulk  oir 
the  enemy  s  force  in  the  field.  By  our  movement, 
and  what  we  latterly  observed  of  theirs,  it  was  evi- 
dent that  we  had  turned  their  original  position,  and 
thiattbey  were  engaged  in  an  attempt  to  change  their 
front,  and  take  up  a  new  one  on  the  western  side  of 
the  town;  and,  as  we  defeated  a  considerable  division 
of  their  army  during  this  movement,  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe,  what  we  afterwards  found  to 
be  true,  that  they  were  not  prepared  for  tlie  defence 
of  the  town  on  that  side. 

In  answer  to  the  question  respecting  whether  the 
troops  composing  the  advanced  corps,  were  selected 
from  those  best  calculated  lor  that  service,  I  have  to 
state  that  those  composing  my  brigade,  with  the  ex^* 
ceptioQ  of  the  detachment  of  the  71&t,  the  light  in-^ 
firntry,  and  rWe  corps,  were,  I  presume,  the  descripr 
tkm  of  troops  that  should  naturally  have  been  select^ 
ed  iov  that  purpose ;  but  the  36th  and  8Sth  regi- 
ments, which  had  been  embarked  full  nine  months,* 
although  very  excellent  regiments,  did  certainly  not 
appear  to  be  so  fit  to  form  a  part  of  tlie  advanced 
corps  as  the  38th  and  40th  or  S/th  regiments,  who 


13S 

had  been  long  in  the  country.  I  state  this  generally, 
but  I  should  think  that  if  so  small  an  army  as  that 
had  marched  together,  it  would  not  have  been  very 
material  whether  those  regiments  or  any  other  had 
formed  a  part  of  the  advanced  column :  what  I  mean 
by  so  small  a  corps  as  that  is  this ;  it  did  appear  t6 
me  that  no  great  detachments  should  have  been  made 
from  it,  but  it  could  not  have  made  any  material  dif- 
ference whether  those  regiments,  or  any  other,  foimed 
a  part  of  the  advanced  column ;  in  fact,  they  were 
not  so  well  able  to  march  as  the  other  regiments; 
those  regiments  were  more  fatigued  certainly  than 
the  38tli  and  40th  would  have  been.  I  believe  the 
best  way  will  be  to  confine  myself  to  the  answer  that 
I  gave  at  first,  that  1  did  not  tliink  they  were  so  tit 
as  the  reghnents  tliat  had  been  long  in  the  country. 
What  I  have  now  stated  is  merely  explanatory,  and 
I  conceive  it  perfectly  unnecessary  to  take  it  down :  I . 
have  no  objection  to  its  remaining  on  the  proceed- 
ings if  the  Court  think  it  ought;  but  I  did  not  state 
it  with  an  intention  of  having  it  taken  down. 

I  believe  I  did  yesterday,  in  my  evidence,  positively 
state,  that  neither  I,  nor,  to  tlie  best  of  my  know- 
ledge, the  Brigadiers,  were  consulted  with  respect  to 
the  attack.  1  state  this  in  justice  to  myself  to  point 
out  that  the  plan  of  attack  of  the  town,  on  the  6th  of 
July,  was  of  a  very  diflerent  nature  frond  that  which 
would  have  been  upon  the  2d.  I  wish  to  be  allow* 
ed  to  state,  that  I  hope  the  Court  will  not  conclude, 
because  I  approved  of  tlie  attack  on  the  Sd,  that  I 
approved  of  that  on  the  5  th.  My  opinion  of  the  at- 
tack on  the  5th  was  never  asked,  and  I  never  gave 
my  approbation  or  disapprobation  of  it:  my  opinion 
was  never  asked,  and  I  should  have  thought  it  pre* 
sumptuous  in  me  to  give  it. 
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The  evidence  of  Brigadier-General  Craitfurd  read 

over  to  him.  > 

Brigadier-General  Craufurd  requested  that  the  fol- 
lowing sentence  might  be  struck  out  of  his  evidence : 
"  It  did  appear  to  me  that  no  creat  detachments 
*<  should  have  been  made  from  it' 

Judge  Advocate. — I  feel  very  considerable  diffi- 
culty in  acceding  to  the  wish  General  Craufurd  has 
expressed,  that  that  part  of  his  evidence  should  be 
struck  out,  because  the  object  of  calling  General 
Craiifurdy  or  any  other  witness,  to  give  his  testimony 
to  the  Court  upon  this  subject,  is  in  order  tliat  they 
may  be  acquainted  witti  all  the  knowledge  of  which 
Che  witness  is  possessed  tending  to  substantiate  the 
charges  against  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  and 
to  give  all  tlie  information  in  his  power  upon  the  sub- 
ject to  which  those  charges  relate.  If  the  Court  are 
of  opinion  that  the  three  lines  which  General  Craur 
fiird  wishes  to  be  struck  out  of  his  evidence,  do  tend 
to  give  uiformation  to  the  Court  upon  the  subject  of 
the  charges,  X  do  not  at  present  conceive  it  to  be  my 
duty,  in  the  situation  in  which  I  am  placed,  to  con- 
sent that  tliose  words  should  be  omitted,  unless  it  is 
the  pleasure  of  the  Court  they  sliould  be  struck  out 
I  f«el  that  General  Craufurd  and  every  other  officer 
may  be  placed  in  a  very  unpleasant  situation ;  but  it 
is  a  situation  which  every  man,  who  comes  forward 
into  a  court  of  justice  to  give  evidence  upon  his 
oath,  is  perpetually  placed  in;  and  therefore  1  cannot 
consent  to  those  words  being  omitted,  unless  it  is  the 
pleasure  of  the  Court  that  they  should  be  so. . 

The  Court  cleared. 

The  Court  resumed. 
President. — ^The  Court  have  desired  me  so  say. 
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timt  that  part  of  your  staten^ent  cannot  be  struck 
out. 

Judgt  Advocate.'^-^VfeTe  there  any,  and  what,  local 
impeduiients  in  the  marcli  from  the  heights  above 
Barragon  to  the  Chuello,  to  have  pit^vcnted  the  ai'my 
arriving  at  a  sliort  distance  from  that  river,  on  the 
2d  day  after  it&  departure  from  the  heights? 

A.  If  the  army  had  not  quitted  the  heights  of 
Barragon  before  the  aitillery  had  crossed  the  great 
morass,  and  if  tlie  troops  had  been  in  the  haWt  of 
mardiing,  I  think  that  the  army  might,  without  dif- 
ficulty, have  readied  the  position  in  front  of  Reduc- 
tion in  tno  marches;  but,  considering  all  the  cir- 
.cumstances  that  existed  at  the  time,  1  do  not  think 
the  army  could  conveniently  have  been  assembled  in 
the  position  before  Reduction  befoi'e  the  evening  of 
the  1st.  Indeed  1  had  no  reason  to  believe  that 
Colonel  Rlabon,  with  his  corps  of  the  artillery,  couW 
have  ai'rived  there  sooner  than  they  <lid,  namely,  on 
the  2d ;  when  I  say  "  could,"  I  mean  without  harass^ 
ing  tliOH;i.  "^ 

Q.  You  have  stated  in  your  evidence  that  you 
had  a  conversation  with 'General  Whitelocke  on  the 
1st  of  July:  state  whatever  you  reim^mber  of  that 
conversation  which  applies  to  the  subject  of  thesfe 
diarges. 

A.  While  the  troops  were  halting.  General  White- 
locke took  me  aside,  and  the  substance  of  what  he 
said  to  TOe  was,  that  he  had  thoughts  of  detaching  a 
part  of  the  army  to  make  a  considerable  detour  to- 
wards tlie  higher  parts  of  th6  river  Chuello,  in  order 
to  turn  the  position  which  the  enemy,  he  under- 
stood, had  intrenched  on  the  Lower  Chuello,  whilst 
the  rest  of  the  army  should  advance  against  that  po- 
sition, and  that  General  Gower  agreed  with  him  that 
this  was  an  advisable  operation.  I  am  of  course 
speaking  only  to  the  substance  of  the  conversation, 
and  not  the  words.     I  menticmed  this  yesterday  as  a 
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proof  that  the  General  had  received  informatioh  that 
the  enemy  had  such  a  position.  The  rest  of  the  con- 
versation was  merely  an  opinion  of  mine. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  wish  the  conversation  to  be 
taken  down. 

Lieutenant-General  Craufard. — ^The  Commandolr 
in  Chief  asked  my  opinion,  and  I  told  him  that  con- 
sidering the  smallness  of  the  corps  or  army  wliich  he 
commalided,  it  djd  not  appear  to  me  to  be  advisable 
to  make  any  so  considerable  a  division  of  its  parts^, 
to  act  at  so  considerable  a  distance  from  each  other. 
I  think  be  ended  the  conversation  by  saying,  well,  I 
believe  you  are  right :  I  am  not  very  positive  of  it ; 
h\A  I  think  the  conversation  ended  in  that  way, — well 
I  think  you  ace  right. 

Q.  Was  it  known  at  that  time  that  there  were 
more  passes  than  one  above  tlie  bridge  over  the 
Chuello? 

-  A.  The  information  which  I  had  received  at  that 
time,  was  very  vague.  I  had  heard  that  the  course 
of  the  river  was  so  short,  that  we  might  head  it  alto- 
getlier ;  but  I  was  not  in  possession  of  all  the  intbr- 
niation  that  the  Commander  in  Chief  was,  of  course. 
I  do  not  know  what  information  the  Commander  in 
Chief  had.  I  am  now  speaking  of  the  1st:  on  the 
2d,  the  latter  part  of  this  information  was  con- 
tn^icted  by  an  Indian  servant  of  the  proprietor  o£ 
the  house  in  wliich  I  passed  the  night  of  the  1st  of 
July,  and  took  with  me  the  next  morning  as  a  guide. 
I  think,  I  said  in  my  evidence  before,  that  I  had  only 
found  one  person,  a  Mr.  Duval ;  but  I  now  recollect 
that  Mr.  Duval,  and  this  person  I  am  speaking  of, 
were  the  only  two  persons.  I  met  with  on  the  march. 
I  think  I  have  not  said  there  was  only  one  guide,  be- 
cause Mr.  White  went  with  us  all  the  way  from 
Monte  Video,  which  was  known  to  the  whole  of  the 
army,  and  we  found  him  a  very  uiseful  man. 

Q.  You  have  stated  in  your  evidence,  that  early 
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cm  the  Sd,  you  received  an  order  from  Generd 
Gower,  who  had  passed  the  night  with  General  Luok 
ley's  brigade,  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  at  nine 
o'clock ;  that  before  nine  General  Gower  came  to  you, 
and  you  then  said,  ^'  I  had  a  good  deal  of  conver- 
sation with  him  with  respect  to  the  object  and  di** 
rection  of  the  march.  I  understood  from  him,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  information  received,  that 
the  enemy  had  constructed  several  batteries  for  the 
"  defence  of  their  position  on  the  Lower  Chuello  in 
''  tiie  neighbourhood  of  the  bridge.  It  was  deter* 
*^  mined  to  turn  that  position  by  passing  the  rivei* 
^'  higher  up ;  but  I  think  it  material  to  state,  that 
"  the  Major-General,  at  this  time,  certainly  had  not 
"  settled  with  the  Commander  in  Chief,  or  determm* 
"  ^d  in  his  own  mind,  where  we  were  to  attempt  the 
passage,  at  the  ford  called  tlic  Passa  Chico,  whicb 
we  did,  in  fact,  cross,  or  at  one  which  was  said  to 
"  exist  about  a  league  higher  up  the  river.** — My 
question  upon  that,  is  at  what  hour,  as  far  as  your 
memory  will  enable  you  to  state  accurately,  you  sair 
General  Gower  that  morning  when  this  conversation 
passed  ? 

A.  I  have  said  a  litUe  before  nine :  I  should  sop* 
pose  it  was  about  half  past  eight  or  nine. 

Q.  In  the  course  of  that  march,  you  state  that^ 
some  time  after,  Major-Geneml  Gower  showed  you 
a  letter  from  General  Whitelocke  to  him,  by  which 
letter  Major-General  Gower  was  authorized  to  cross 
the  river  and  establish  himself  in,  or  in  the  vicinity  of, 
tiie  suburbs  of  the  town,  which  it  was  clear  to  you, 
from  the  position  of  the  two  armies,  could  not  be  ef- 
fected without  an  action.  Now  state,  as  particularly 
as  you  can,  the  contents  of  that  letter  which  Major* 
General  Gower  showed  to  you  from  General  Wmte- 
locke. 

A.  I  have  already  stated  what  was  the  principal 
substance  of  the  letter,  and  am  not  able  to  g^ve  the 
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Court  any  more  particular  information  respecting  its 
contents.  The  letter  itself  was  in  the  pocket  of  Ge- 
neral Gowers  Aid-de^Camp,  who  was  taken  pri- 
soner. 

Q.  Did  that  letter,  or  did  it  not,  contain  an  order 
to Major-Gcneral  Gower  to  march;  or  was  it  merely 
an  authority  to  General  Gower  to  act  according  to 
his  discretion?  Perhaps  it  is  fair  to  state,  that  my 
reason  for  asking  that  question  is,  that  you  have 
stated  that  by  that  letter  Major-General  Gower  was 
aathorized  to  cross  tlie  river;  therefore  I  wish  to 
ascertain  whether  tliat  letter  contained  an  order  to 
march,  or  whether  it  was  an  authority  to  Major-Ge- 
neral Gower  to  act  in  that  respect  according  to  his 
discretion. 

A.  From  my  recollection  of  the  contents  of  the 
letter,  as  well  as  of  all  that  passed  between  me  and 
General  Gower  that  day,  I  do  believe  that  the  letter 
was  so  worded  as  to  leave  it  to  the  Major-General  to 
act  according  to  his  judgement ;  at  the  same  time  I 
must  repeat,  that  I  do  not  recollect  the  precise  terms 
of  the  letter-  Whether  it  can  be  considered  a  posi- 
tive order  or  not,  must  depend  upon  the  wording  of 
it;  and  I  do  not  recollect  the  precise  terms.  Of  this, 
however,  I  can  speak  positively,  that  the  Major-Ge- 
neral's conduct  was  that  of  an  officer  who  had  not  re- 
ceived a  peremptory  order. 

Q.  Is  the  Court  to  understand  that,  tlK)ugh  Bri- 
gadier-General Craufurd  does  not  remember  the 
terms  of  the  letter,  he  does  remember  the  whole  of 
the  substance  of  the  letter,  and  that  the  whole  of  the 
substance  is  what  he  has  stated  in  his  evidence  ? 

A.  I  am  not  sure  whether  the  letter  contained  any 
authority  to  summon  tlie  town.  I  have  heard  since 
that  it  cfid,  but  I  am  not  sure  whetlier  it  did  or  not.  I 
saw  it  only  once,  and  that  at  a  moment  when  my  mind 
was  wholly  occupied  with  the  operations  that  were 
going  on.  What  I  mean  is,  that  it  might  have  contain- 
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ed  such  an  authority  for  summonias  the  town^  and 
that  we  could  not  do  before  we  had  an  action  with 
the  enemy ;  but  that  would  not  have  made  much  kn« 
pression  upon  my  mind  :  I  was  attending  more  to  the. 
operations  that  were  going  on. 

The  question  again  read  to  tlie  witness. 

A,  The  only  part  of  the  letter  that  I  do  recollect^ 
was  to  establish  himself  in  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
suburbs  of  the  town.  I  think  I  could  undertake  tQ 
swear  positively  to  those  words ;  I  certainly  ftei  per- 
fectly safe  in  asserting  that  that  was  the  substance  c^ 
the  letter. 

Q.  My  question  is,  whether  there  might  not  ha** 
been  other  parts  of  the  letter  which  Geiieral  Crau- 
furd  does  not  remember,  and  which  he  has  not  stated 
to  the  Court  ?  ' 

A.  I  can  give  no  other  answer :  probably  a  imniitft 
of  the  letter  may  be  produced  hereafter.  X  recollect 
nothing  of  the  letter,  but  that  which,  to  the  best  of 
my  recollection,  did  authorize  Major-General  Gower 
to  establish  himself  in  or  neai*  the  vicinity  of  die  sub* 
urbs  of  the  town. 

Q.  Might  there  not  have  been  other  parts  of  thf 
letter  which  you  do 'not  remember  ? 

A.  Certainly  there  might:  I  did  not  pay  any  pafti* 
cular  attention  to  it. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  have  now  concluded  my  exft* 
nunatien  of  General  Craufurd. 

General  JFhitelocke.^ — I  have  no  question  to  troilf 
ble  General  Craufurd  with  at  present. 

Examined  by  the  Court. 

General  Fox. — Q.  Having  stated  in  your  evidence 
tliat  there  were  no  camp-kettles  with  the  expedition, 
was  there  or  not  a  possibility  of  providing  lor  the  con- 
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teykig  of  tlR)^  camp-kettles  with  the  expedition, 
dther  by  horses  or'Aiules^  or  by  any  other  convey* 
ance? 

A.  When  we'landed  at  Barragon^  I  saw  a  consi^ 
derable  number  of  hoites^  whether  the  number  was 
sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the  camp« 
kettles,  or  what  proportion  of  them,  if  they  had  been 
tried  with  the  packs,  they  would  have  carried,  I  had 
no  oppcMTtunit^  of  ascertaining  as  my  brigade  imme-* 
diately  moved  on  to  the  heights.  Some  of  the  horses* 
certainly  would  carry  them : '  I  had  one  or  two  my*^ 
sdf  wha  were  quiet,  upon  the  whole.  I  think  if  it  had 
been  made  an  object,  other  people  may  lliitik  others 
wis^  but  I  think,  upon  the  whole,  if  that  had  been 
an  object,  a  proportion  of  the  camp-ketdes  mi^ 
have  been  conveyed,  which  would  have  been  ex* 
tremely  useful.  I  believe  so  certainly ;  but  I  had 
not  the  means  of  ascertaining  it.  What  I  said  upon 
that  subject  yesterday,  was  in  answer  to  questions 
pot  to  me  in  writing ;  and  I  think  it  right  for  me  to 
say  what  likewise  I  know,  that  the  principal  object 
to  which  Gei\eral  Whitelocke's  mind  seemed  to  h% 
subordinate,  was  gaining  time,  from  the  information 
be.  had  received  of  the  heaviness  of  the  rains  when 
they  did  set  in,  that  of  getting  to  Buenos  Ayres  be^* 
fore  they  did  set  in:  every  consideration  seemed  in 
his  mind  to  be  subordinate, to  that  of  gaining  time^ 
and  certainly  the  arrangement  of  the  camp-kettles 
would  have  taken  up  a  great  deal  more  time.  I  had 
some  opportunities  of  observing  how  anxious  the 
General  ivas  to  finish  the  operation  before  the 
heavy  rains  should  set  in.  I  must,  however,  add 
that,  in  my  opinion,  considering  how  much  time 
there  had  been  before  the  arrival  of  my  detachment' 
to  prepare  this  operation,  which  it  was  determined 
to  undertake  as  soon  as  I  did  arrive,  a  ^eat  number 
of  horses  might  have  been  conveyed  vnth  the  army 
across  the  river  Plata. 
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Judge  AdvdcaH.-^\  tm  desired  to  aak  you,  how 
vera  the  victuals  for  the  troo^3 iir^sed? 

A.  They  landed  with  three  days'  salt  proviskmt 
ready  dressed,  that  was  tb^  order  'tbnt.wHs  given: 
what  they  got  fifterwards  tl^^  roasted  by  thd  firt^ 
titey  made  at  oi^. 

Q.  They  could  roast  their  fresh  meat  witbout  toy 
difficulty  I  suppose. 

A.  No»  there  was  no  diAcolty  in  dietsiog  tht 
fresh  m&iXj.  but  we  got  vei^  litde:  we  found  testt 
beet'  banging  upom  the  trees^  and  we  got  soratf  ihmif^ 
aomedities.  There  was  tio  means  of  boilipg  tbt 
meat,  but  there  w^a  no  dififeulty  \tk  dressing  wiM4 
freab  ibeat  they  got  With  respect  to  bceaOp.  w  I 
stated  before,  tbey  had  neither  bread  nor  substitula 
for  bread  for  twd  whole  days;  indeed  .tbey  wer« 
Aiore  thaii  two  days  without  imread,  because  I  ra^ 
ported  to  General  Gower,  oo  the  march,  that  a  graal 
dcsd  of  what  they  had  iii  their  haversacks  wajs  spoiled 
in  going  across  the  swamps.  I  musi  add,  tbat  I  do  »ol 
think  my  brigade,  being  in  front,  sufieied  biat^i^ 
from  the  want  of  meat ;  but  I  do  think  tb^  med  su^' 
fered  considerably  from  the  want  of  bread  add  apt* 
rits :  they  were  considerably  jaded.  Tbe  Court  IhH 
be  aware,,  that  that  sort  of  coarse  meat  taken  6*0111 
the  fire,  without  any  bread,  and  eaten  in  a  very  icm* 
gular  way,  without  atiy  thing  else,  was  not  suffioieAl 
to  enable  the  men  to  march. 

Q.  Do  you  kno\v  the  part  of  the  army  that  Lieifr* 
tenant-General  Whitelocke  allotted  for  his  station 
during  the  attack  of  the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres  on  the 
3th  of  July? 

A.  I  had  some  conversation  on  this  subject  with 
General  Gower  late  in  the  evening  of  the  4Jli;  andt 
from  the  conclusion  of  that  conversadoti,  I  under^ 
stood  it  to  be  settled  that  he^  General  Gower,  ahouM 
recommend  it  to  the  Commander  in  Chi^*  to  take  hit 
station  in  the  morning  a  little  in  tbe  fiont  of  tfaa 
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grotMid  upon  which  the  right  of  iny  brigade  then 
stood ;  natnely,  the  slaughtering  place  of  CoraL 

Q.  Had  Ueutenant-General  Whitelocke  allotted 
atiy  situatioa  or  place  of  rendezvous,  for  ike  troopf 
t^  have  retired  to  in  the  event  of  the  attack  upon  the 
t9wo  of  Baenos  Ayres  upon  the  5th  ol  July  Rot  stM> 
Gftidbg? 

A.  I  never  heard  of  any. 

Q.  Wai  it  coauDunicated  to  you  and  the  Qeneral 
OffiecM^  yif]»te^  duriitg  the  attack  of  the  5th,  lieute? 
nant-General  Whitelocke  and  MajorrGeoeral  Gower 
might  be  found  ID  caae  of  need? 

A.  At  the  9Mae  tikae  that  General  Gower  ihfottd-^ 
qd>  IMithat^  he:  shoald  reoetmnend  it  to  the  Com- 
mataftscki  Chief  to  take  fak  statioa  in  the  morning,  as 
J  iiaYe  airead|  de  joribdd;  he  alao^  in  answer  to  a 
{question  that  1  pal  tO!  i>idi  respecting  his.  own  situa^ 
IMa,  jmi^  ttmOi  General  Wbitdocka  ha4  ordeted  bim 
tl»  hd  nl^  hiiii;  but  I  do  not  recollect  bis  havini^ 
oMBtitoed  tins^  as  the 'situation  in  which  he  should  re** 
aattn:)  I  meaa  aa  Ho  where  he  should  go  in  the  mom^ 
ing.  I  do  not  recollect  that  General  Gdnier  said  im 
would  remain  there  aU  the  day.  What  I  am  sp^ak* 
lag  o^  is  a  conversation  between  OeneraL  GoWer 
tn^  myself  ordy :  I  do  not  recollect  it  having  been 
made  known  publicly ;  bat  it  may  have  beea  mada 
ItMwn  to  every  other  Brigadier  as  wdl  as  to  ma:  it 
oeffiaiidy  was  not  in  the  written^  disposition ;  I  can 
produce  the  written  disposition  to  the  Court  if  it  is 
wished.  I  do  not  recollect  its  havii^  been  }lroitoul- 
gated  ofiicbUy. 

.  Q.  In  the  distribution  for  the  attack  of  the  ^th, 
was  any  part  allotted  for  the  .  Commandei*  of  ^tha 
ibroes  and  second  in  command? 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  in  the  written 
disposition  and  orders  for  attack,  there  were. none ;^ 
aothing  was  said  upon  that  subject  I  state^  di* 
itmctly,  and  upon  my  oath^  what  are  the  facts :  it  was 
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a  conversation  with  General  Gower,  between  hurt" 
and  myself  certainly,  which  becan  by  my  asking  him 
where  the  Commander  in  Chief  would  be :  he  said  he 
thought  hei  would  be  at  Mr.  White's  house.     I  told 
him  I  tliougfat  that  would  not  be  a  fit  place :  he  thei^ 
said  he  would  be  at  the  right  of  my  brigade.   It  WBd* 
in  consequence  of  there  being  no  orders  that  I  asked  > 
General  Gower  the  question. 

^jtrd  Lake. — Q.  Were  any  general  orders  gr^teit 
iftl^ufalic  abany  time  where  General  Whitelocke  wak^ 
to  be  found  oo  that  dQ.y  ?  ' '    .ft .  ' 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  there  were. 

Q,  You  must  have  recollected  if  there  weie. 

A.  I  have  stated  that,  to  the  best  of  my  recdleolibft 
and  belief,  it  was  in  consequence  of  that  not  bdng' 
ofHcially  promulgated  that  I  had  that  coaversatibft 
which  I  have  related  with  Oeneml  Gower.  >^  -'     ' 

Q.  What  proportion  in  poSnt  x)f  number,'  of  tfae* 
main  bulk  of  the  Spanish  ai*my,  which  you  obseKted? 
on  the  Qd  of  July,  do  you  believe  were  engaged  with- 
and  defeated  by  your  brigade  on  that  day  when  the' 
enetny  lost  their  IS  pieces  of  cannon? 

A.  I  saw  J  very  little  of  the  Spanish  army  after  we 
left  tiie  Passa  Chico.  When  I  was  at  Passa  Chico, 
I  saw  what  I .  conceived  to  be  a  considerable  part  of 
the  army  of  the  enemy ;  aftier  that  the  ground  was  sa 
extremely  intricate  that  I  saw  no  more  of  them  till 
we  came  suddenly  upon  them,  and  they  were  thea 
flying. 

Q^  fDid  you  see  half  of  them? 

A.  We  were  1000  men;  I  should  suppose  their 
oumbcr  was  considerably  more  than  ours.  From  the 
time  that  I  saw  them  in  motion  near  tiie  Passa  Chico, 
I  never  saw  their  force  distinctly  till  they  were  close^ 
and  they  were  then  flying ;  we  were  within  30  or  40 
yards :  I  could  only  give  a  vague  guess  from  their 
firing  when  they  were  advancing :  they  were  consider* 
ably  more  than  our  own ;  there  might  be  SOOO  med 
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.  perhaps  engaged.    From  the  time  of  their  op^mg 

their  fire,  till  we  were  among  tbem,  was  not  more 

than  three  or  four  minutes.  I  could  only  judge  from 

their  firing;  but  I  cannot  speak  with  any  accuracy, 

*what  proportion  the  division  of 'the  Spanish  army 

-we  were  engaged  with  formed  of  the  wholi  bulk  of 

.the  Spanish  army.    With  respect  to  the  quality  of  the 

troq[>s,.  I  believe  it  was  the  best  troops  they  had:  at 

least  the  troops  that  were  killed  were  all  dressed  in 

uniform,   and  a  great  number  of  those  that  we  saw 

afterwards  were  not  dressed  in  uniform.     General 

Liniers  was  present,  and  was  nearly  taken  prisoner. 

We  took  twelve  pieces  of  cannon^  which,  I  believe, 

rvBS  the  whole  of  their  artillery. 

Q.  Had  the  enemy  been,  as  it  was  represented, 
intrenched  for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  passage 
of  the  Chuello  by  the  bridge,  might  they  not  have 
been  attacked  with  advantage  by  Major-General 
Gower's  corps,  after  fording  the  Chico  pass,  by 
coming  in  the  rear  of  their  intrenchments ;  and 
would  not  the  consequence  of  the  defeat  of  the  enemy 
there,  have  opened  the  passage  of  the  bridge  for  the 
main  army,  and  the  bringing  up  of  the  artillery? 

A.  I  have  already  stated,  that  after  crossing  the 
Passa  Chico,  I  observed  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  a 
very  considerable  part  of  the  enemy's  army,  moving 
Jrom  Uieir  former  position  in  the  vicinity  of  the  bridge, 
with  an  intention  of  taking  a  new  one  upon  the  heights, 
higher  up  the  river.  Then  there  is  a  road  which  goes 
along  by  the  side  of  the  river,  upon  the  low  ground 
between  those  heights  and  the  river.  That  is  the  di- 
rect road  to  the  bridge,  but  General  Gower  not  be- 
ing there,  I,  acting  for  myself,  did  not  think  it  proj>er 
to  march  along  this  lower  road,  leaving  the  enemy's 
army  upon  the  heights,^  upon  our  left  flank.  The 
movements  wc  made  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  only 
ones  we  could  make  with  propriety. 
.  .  Q.  Did  lyi^JQr-Generai.  Gower  express  any  dis- 
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pleasure  or  uneasiMBs  to  you,  at  the  letter  he  recdTsd 
from  Lieutenant-General  Wfaitelocke  on  the  momiifg 
of  the  2d? 

A.  Quite  the  contrary. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  ^'as  about  to  etate  to  thfe 
Court,  after  General  Crauiurd  had  finislied  his  ei4- 
dence,  I  intended  to  call  General  Lumley,  wilfeii 
view  to  bring  before  theCourt,  as  completely  aspmsl- 
ble,  the  whole  of  the  transactions  which  relates  to  Cbis 
expedition  in  the  order  of  time ;  but  I  am  sorry  lb 
hear  that  General  Lumley  is  prevented  from  atbendng 
to  day  by  indispositbn.  I  am,  therefore,  under  tte 
necessity  of  break  in  j;  the  chain  of  the  operatboB  Of 
tlie  army  by  calling  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty. 

Adjourned. 


NINTH  DAY. 

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  S,  1808. 

Brigadier-General  Craufurd  called  in  agum» 

yudge  Advocate. — General  Craufurd  having  ex- 
pressed a  wish  to  state  some  points  to  the  Courl^ 
which  he  had  omitted  in  his  evidence ;  and  add]Q|^ 
that  he  was  the  more  anxious  to  explain  those  poiots^ 
inasmuch  as  he  thought  he  had  some  explanation  tb 
give  favourable  to  General  Whitelocke ;  I  submit  tft 
TOe  Court  the  propriety  of  hearing  what  General 
Craufurd  has  to  say ;  and,  if  the  Court  will  permit  mci^ 
I  will  now  call  upon  General  Craufurd  to  state  -whet 
those  points  are  ivhich^ie  wishes  to  add  to  bis  ev^ 
dpnce,  or  to  amend  it 
'  Omej^i  Craufurd. — Ldohot  know  fliattiie  Court 
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irHl  Ibink  it  of  importance  :  it  appeared  to  me  to 
io.  I  bave  stated  that  General  Wbitelocke  appeann} 
to  ne  to  be  extnemely  anxious  to  bring  the  opera* 
tiQD0  to  a  doae  before  the  «etlinf(  in  of  the  rains.  I 
onrittfd  to  itate  that  from  every  inforaiatioa  I  re* 
eeived,  tbtne  certaioiy  appeared  to  be  reason  to  ap^ 
prebend  that  the  raina  would  commence  in  a  very  few 
dayiy and  with  great  violence;  and,  as  the  army  was 
necessarily  unprovided  with  tents,  and  the  country 
is  ■bkli  we  were  acting  did  not,  until  we  arriv^  in 
the  innKdiito  vicinity  of  the  town,  aftbrd  any  means 
of  fvttiag  the  troops  uader  cover;  I,  as  well  as  the 
other  offices  with  whom  i  conversed,  certainly  felt 
the  iropoitance  of  avoiding  all  unnecessary  delay. 
The  Court  wilt  be  aware  it  was  more  important  from 
tfie  circumstance  I  have  mentioned  already,  that  the 
troops  had  been  for  nine  months  living  on  board  the 
transports,  and  of  coarse  would  have  been  liable  to 
be  exposed  to  dysentery  and  other  comr>laints,  for 
long  lying  out  in  the  wet.  I  must,  however,  ^leg  to 
state  that,  what  I  am  now  saying,  must  not  be  taken 
as  contradicting  any  opinion  I  have  given  in  the 
former  part  of  my  evidence.  It  is  also  necessary  for  me 
to  state  that,  I  think,  there  was  no  |)ossibility  of  bring- 
ing a  cooaidejraible  part  of  the  army  under  cover  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  town :  the  country,  until  we  ar- 
med in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  atforded  no  means. 
There  is  another  circumstance,  which,  betbre  I  give 
the  Judge  Advocate  the  trouble  of  taking  it  down, 
I  will  say.  It  appeared  to  me  an  object  for  the  Couit 
4s  aaoertain  how  far  General  Gower  was,  upon  the 
4uj  of  the  8(1,  acting  under  *  a  peremptory  posi- 
tive order.  I  stated  in  the  course  of  mv  evidence, 
that  on  the  march  from  the  Passa  Chico  to  the  sub- 
iirba  of  the  town,  I  twice  received  an  order  to  halt ; 
but  that  I  did  not  collect  from  tlie  manner  in 
wbiob  tiiat  order  was  given  to  me,  that  it  was  the 
bileatioQ  of  the  General  that  we  should  halt  with  a 
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view  of  General  Lumley  s  coming  up,  or  whether  it 
was  to  halt  for  the  night ;  but  I  am  very  strongly  im* 
pressed  with  the  belief,  that  it  was  the  Major-Gene^ 
ral's  intention  to  take  a  position  for  the  night:  I 
confess,  to  me  it  is  rather  a  proof  that  the  Major^ 
General  did  not  consider  himself  as  acting  under  a 
peremptory  order.  I  know  what  I  said,  in  answer  to 
it,  was,  that  the  enemy  were  in  such  a  state  that  it 
was  much  better  to  go  on. 

Judge  Adoocate. — ^A  paper  is  put  into  my  hand  by 
General  Whitelocke,  in  which  he  says,  an  order  that 
was  given  is  lost.  General  Craufurd  has  befora 
stated  that  he  saw  it:  it  may  be  of  importance  to 
know  what  the  purport  was,  and  what  was  done  under 
it.  It  may  be  important  to  ascertain  what  the  natdre 
of  the  order  was ;  that  is  precisely  what  I  wish  to  as- 
certain. General  Craufurd  says  be  only  read  it  onoe^ 
and  has  a  very  imperfect  recollection  of  it. 

General  Craiifurd. — I  was  explaining  that  part  of 
my  evidence. 

Judge  Advocate.-^lf  the  Court  think  that  Gene- 
ral Craufurd's  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  General 
Gower  is  evidence  to  be  received,  I  think  that 
General  Craufurd's  explanation  now  ought'  to  be  re- 
ceived ;  but  my  opinion  is,  tliat  that  ought  not  to  have 
been  received  at  all. 

General  Craufurd. — I  trust  the  Court  will  permit 
that  indulgence  which  is  usually  allowed  to  a  wit- 
ness, to  explain  my  evidence,  which  I  will  do  in  a 
few  words,  that  I  may  not  appear  to  be  inconsistent. 

General  Sir  John  Moore. — If  there  was  any  in- 
consistence. General  Craufurd  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
explain ;  but  I,  for  my  own  part,  do  not  perceive  any 
thing  inconsistent  in  General  Craufurd'^  evidence. 

Lord  Cathcart. — General  Craufurd  has  stated 
minutely  those  cir(iumstances.  He  said,  ^^  I  do  not  re^ 
collect  the  precise  words  of  the  letter,  but  firom  oiy 
recollection  of  the  contents  of  the  letter,  aa  well  aa 
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•ril  that  passed  between  General  Gower  and  me  on 
that  day,  I  believe  the  letter  was  so  worded  as  to 
leave  it  to  the  Majors-General  to  act  according  to 
his  judgement :  I  do  not  recollect  tlie  precise  terms 
of  it ;  of  this,  however,  I  can  speak  positively,  that  the 
Major-Generars  conduct  was  that  of  an  officer  who 
had  not  received  peremptory  orders/' 

General  Craufurd. — ^There  is  another  point  of  my 
evidence,  which  I  wish  to  amend,  what  is  stated  with 
respect  to  the  Lassomen.  Upon  further  recoU 
Jbction  I  mean  to  state,  that  there  were  none  put 
tinder  my  cliarge,  and  that  no  part  of  the  commissa* 
riate  attended  to  the  distribution  of  provisions  to  my 
brigade  during  the  march;  but  upon  the  3d  of  July, 
before  the  town,  I  certainly  did  see  Lassomen  em- 
.ployed  in  killing  cattle  for  the  troops. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  am  desired  to  ask  you  what 
the  state  of  the  weather  was  during  the  march,  and 
till  the  end  of  July. 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  on  the  evening 
of  the  1st  of  July  it  appeared  very  much  as  if  the 
rains  were  about  to  commence ;  and,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  it  was  on  that  evening  that  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Pack  mentioned  to  me  that,  from  the  appear- 
ance of  the  weather,  as  well  as  fi'om  his  recollection 
of  what  had  happened  about  the  same  time  the  year 
before — 

Judge  Advocate. — ^The  question  is  not  what  the 
state  of  the  weather  would  be,  but  what  the  state  of 
the  weatlier  actually  was. 

A.  I  was  going  to  say,  that  on  the  night  of  the 
2d,  it  rained  very  hard ;  and,  to  the  best  of  my  re- 
collection, but  I  am  not  very  sure  of  that,  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  rain  during  the  3d  and  4th.  The 
night  of  the  Sd,  I  remember  very  well,  therie  was 
vei*y  heavy  rain ;  whether  there  had  l)een  much  rain 
before  the  night  of  the  2d,  I  do  not  recollect, 
wd  whether  the  rain  was  heavy  during  the  nights  of 
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the  5d  and  4th,  I  cannot  recollect,  but  that  thert 
was  some  rain  during  those  nights.  As  to  the  end  of 
Jv\y  I  cannot  possibly  state,  because  I  Idt  it  (m 
the  pth  of  July. 

7  he  witness  xtithdrexv. 

The  Homurabte  Brigadier-General  Lumley  catted  m, 

and  svjorn. 

/tri  abstract  of  the  charges  read  to  the  witness. 

Judge  Advocate. — ^Were  you  the  senior  oiScer 
ewiployed  in  the  cavalry  in  that  army  ? 

A.  I  was. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  ^  ill  now  read  a  paper,  wbich 
was  delivered  to  General  Lumley  yesterday,  con- 
taining the  points  to  wluch  I  wish  his  attention  to  be 
draun. 

The  Judge  Advocate  read  the  paper. 

General  Lumley. — Previous  to  giving  my  evidence 
to  the  Court,  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  a  very. 
few  words  wliich  may  tend  to  elucidate  my  evidence 
in  a  great  degi*ee.  I  hope  the  Court  will  not  be  aoiv 
prised,  or  think  I  make  use  of  the  name  of  Miyor- 
General  Gower  too  often  and  too  improperly,  if  I 
make  use  of  it  much  more  frequently  than  thai  of 
lieutenant-General  Whitelocke.  From  Major^Ge* 
neral  Gower  I  received  almost  all  orders,  very  few 
indeed  excepted,  iirom  the  first  period  of  IJeutenan^ 
General  Whitelocke's  arrival  in  that  country,  untfl 
the  time  of  our  being  stationed  upon  the  Retiro,  be* 
yond  Buenos  Ayres.  I  beg  leave  to  be  understood^ 
At  course,  iiith  the  exception  of  such  orders  as  came 
through  the  Adjutant-Generarfe  office,  regularly  iir 
^ued  at  IS  o'clock.  Of  course,  with  respect  to  those, 
I  cannot  know  w  here  they  came  from :  I  must  con- 
clude they  came  from  head-quarters.  What  I  mean 
is,  all  sptcial  occurrences  respecting  the  cavalry 
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nentB,  «t  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  LteuCemtm- 
rai  Wbitelocke  at  Monte  Video,  which,  I  be- 
urts  an  the  10th  of  May. 

S^  Advocate, — As  G^enei'al  Lumley  has  very 
y  thought  fit  to  pref&fXf  his  evidence  in  the 
m  has,  It  will  be  necessary  for  the  Court  to  eon- 
irhether  they  can  receive  in  evidence  any  orders 
froHl  General  Gower,  aniess  there  is  soniethiiig 
iUitoF^'Of  tlie  orders  received,  from  which  the 
t^^$M  d»mpelled  to  conclude  they  came  from 
rai'  Wbitelocke;  because  as  Major-General 
T  bad  intrusted  to  hitn  the  execution  of  any 
iff'  the  duty  belonging  te  t)^  command  of  thb 
ffeh,  so  long  fis  he  wa6  intrusted  .with  those 
iji'-l -conceive  no  order  of  i)is  can  he  brouglit  ki 
!iee  agcanst  General  Wbitelocke,  or  ibr  iiiai. 
m  iiROther  point  of  view  it  apjpears  extremely 
indeed,  to  admit  the  evidence  of  such  orders, 
ml  Gower  is  not  put  «p<»i  bis  trial.  Ge^ieral 
nr  has  no  opportunity  of  explainiog  the  orders 
8  ^ven,  and  which,  tor  aught,  I  know,  n^ay  re- 
explanation.  It  is,  theretbre,  extremely  ma- 
ibr  the  Court  to  consider,  an^  decide  to  whA 
e  they  will  re(!eive  evidence  of  those  orders  to 
k^  General  Lumley  has  stated  his  examinattcm 
rincipally  apply.  The  Court  undei'stand  the  na- 
sf  military  command ;  and  they  will  best  know 
fur  tlie  orders  General  Lumley  is  about  to 
:  .to,  must  be  considered  as  proceeding  from 
rai  Gower,  exercising  the  duty  of  the  second  in 
land,  as  evidence  against  the  Commander  in 
'.  It  does  appear  to  me  we  should  not  receive 
nee  which  can  have  no  relation  to  the  case, 
?h]ch  cannot  affect  General  Wbitelocke  by  any 
s ;  when,  at  tiie  same  time,  it  may  affect  the 
cter  ot  an  officer  who  is  not  put  upon  his  trial. 
Member. — It  appears  to  me  that  Brigadier 


156 

General  Lumley  could  receive  no  orders,  but 
Major-General  Gower. 

General  Sir  John  Moore. — I  conceive  you 
leave  it  to  General  Lumley.  He  knows  it  is  no 
neral  Gower,  but  General  Whitelocke,  that  is  t 
and  therefoi-e  it  should  be  left  to  him  to  stati 
whiqh  appears  to  him  to  be  relevant  to  the  cha 
I  tliink  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  judge  of  it 

A  Member. — I  suppose  it  will  be  in  the  pcm 
the  Judge  Advocate,  to  check  the  witness  if  Jie  i 
any  thing  that  does  not  apply  to  Genera)..!^ 
locke.  •    ,;, 

Judge  Advocate. — I  thought  it  right  to  s^rtc 
objection  at  first,  witli  a  view  to  the  difHcultiQi 
might  arise  in  the  course  of  General  Lumley*5 
mination.  Perhaps  the  Court  will  think  it  fit  tc 
till  that  difficulty  shall  arise.  At  the  same  time 
necessary  that  General  Lumley  should  unden 
clearly,  that  tlie  testimony  he  is  about  to  give, 
apply  merely  to  the  charges  against  General  Vi 
locke. 

General  Lumley, — If  I  may  be  allowed  a  s 
word,  it  will  explain  it.  It  was  merely  from  delj( 
lest  I  should  be  thought  to  mention  the  name  i 
officer  unnecessarily,  and  not  called  for.  I  am 
dier  enough  to  know  that  I  must  consider  the  ( 
mander  in  Chief  at  any  place  as  the  persou 
whom  all  orders  flow.  It  cannot  rest  with  me, 
ther  an  order  has  been  given  by  the  authority  o 
Commander  in  Chief  or  not. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  will  state,  that  the  Court 
understand  more  clearly  what  I  mean,  that  it  a 
out  of  the  order  which  I  have  seen. — (Read* 
order  from  a  book). 
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Brigadier-General  the  Honourable  IVtlliam  Lumley^ 
l^ittg  sworUf  was  questioned  by  the  Jtidge  Advocate 
GemraL 

Q.  Were  you  senior  officer  of  cavalry  employed 
with  the  army  in  the  expedition  under  Lieutenant* 
General  Whitelocke^  against  Buenos  Ay  res? 
A.  I  was.  f  X 

The  charges  and  a  paper  were  read,  whidi  had 
been  ^vento  Brigadier-Oeneral  Lumley,  and  in 
which  he  wa^  desired  to  state : 

^*  Whatever  fell  under  his  observation,  either  at 
**  Monte  Video  or  elsewhere,  previous  to  the  de- 
^  barkation  of  the  troops  at  Barra^on,  relative  to 
^*  the  preparation  of  the  cavalry,  which  composed  a 
*^  part  of  tiie  army  under  Lieutenant-General  White- 
**^  locke  s  command  for  active  service,  whether  as  re- 
'^  lating  to  the.  procuring  horses,  training  them,  pro- 
*^  viding  provender,  the  care  and  preservation  of  att 
^  articles  of  cavalry  equipments.  Likewise  to  state 
^  the  arrangements  made  for  transporting  the  caval- 
ry to  the  ri^t  bank  of  the  Plata,  and  tor  bringing 
over  such  farther  supplies  of  the  various  articles  of 
equqxRent  as  might  be  required,  as  the  power  of 
mounting  the  cavalry  mi^t  be  increased,  by  the 
taking  of  Buenos  Ayres,  or  the  further  advance  of 
the  army  into  the  country. 
^  To  state  the  number  of  dragoons  actually 
^  mounted ;  how  far  the  horses  procured  were  of 
^'  the  best  description  the  countiy  afforded,  or,  at 
^  least,  whether  they  were  not  equal  to  those  to  whom 
"  they  were  likely  to  be  opposed. 

"  To  state  the  mode  in  which  all  the  cavalry,  an<f 

particularly  that  portion  of  it  which  was  mounted^ 

was  disposed  of  fi-om  the  time  of  disembarkation^ 

"  to  the  night  of  tlie  4th  of  July.     Whether  they 
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"  wci«  employed  in  those  services  to  which  troops 
**  of  this  description  are  particularly  adapted.  With* 
^*  oift  eAttithig  into  a  detailed  narrative,  td  state  anj 
*•  cifcuinstaDces  whidi  fel!  under  his  notice  resrpect- 
"  ing  the  conduct  and  operations  of  the  army  pre- 
"  vious  to  the  night  of  tlie  4th  of  July,  as  connected 
*^  with  the  charges  exhibited  ag|sktnst  lieuteniUit-Oe* 
**.  neral  Whitctecke/* 

General  Lumky. — Oni the  arrival  oC  lietit^^eiDt^Gf^ 
neral  Whitelocke,  I  believe  it  was  on  the  ICHh  of  May» 
I  happening  to  be  personaUy  acqtiakited  both  with 
lieutenant-Ceneral  Wbitekcke  alHl  Mtjor*GenqraA 
Cower,  as  soon  as  I  heard  of  their  arrival  nb^  I 
was  riding  out  in  the  morning  I  waited  on  thrift  and 
paid  Hiy  respects  to  them.  On  the  I  Ifh  of  May, 
the  orcier  was  israed^whichhas  just  been  read  by  (he 
Judge  Advocate  to  the  Court,  witli  r6a(>ect^  to  m^or-^ 
General  Gower  being  appc^nfted  to  attend  to  the 
executive  duties  aisd  localities  of  the  situatiob.  Oi^ 
the  morning  <^  the  ISth  of  May,  which  was  the  Mxt 
morning,  General  Gower,  in  the  square  of  the  Go*- 
ipernment* House,  when  I  was  proceeding  to  pay  mf 
respects  to  the  Commander  of  thc^  iorcesy  called  mt 
<m  one  tnde»  and  asked  ray  informatioii  with  respect 
to  tbe  posts  up  the  country. 

Judge  A4oB€ate. — I  shall  submit  to  the  Court; 
that  HubA  conversation  between  General  Gower  and 
GenenJl  Lumley  can  be  no  evidence  to  a0ect  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke. 

Gemral  Lumky.-^lt  affects  no  one,  it  was  merely 
to  know  the  names  of  the  places  I  had  visited,  ana 
where  the  j^ts  were,  and  the  number  of  troops  sta^ 
tioned  at  each.  I  gave  him  the  i»formatioii  that  he 
wished,  to  the  extent  of  about  70  railes^  that  I  bad 
been  ufn  tb^  country. 

General  Harris. — General  Lumley  bad  better 
confine  hiizwetf  to  the  paper  put  into  his  bands  by 
the  Judge  Advocate. 
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General  Lumky. — ^The  first  thing  I  shall  have  to 
state,  will  be  with  respect  to  tlie  horses.    In  coose* 
quence  of  conversations  which  took  place  in  the 
course  of  two  or  three  days,  upon  the   15th  of  the 
month,   I  think  it  was,  that  the  MaJor*Gcnerai  de- 
sired me  to  go  up  the  country  to  procure  horses  at 
the  places  where  we  still  had  posts.     I  stated  to  him 
that  ii  would  be  the  readiest  way,  without  adopting 
the  usual  mode  of  calling  upon  the  magistrates  of  the 
country  to  procure  horses,  which  would  be  the  last 
resource,  that  it  would  be  a  readier  way  for  me  lo 
go  up  and  purchase  them.     He  asked  the  price;  I 
stated  to  him  that  four  dollars  was  the  usual  pric« 
^veli  by  the  Crown  of  Spain  for  public  horses,  but 
probably  the  price  would  be  raised  in  some  degree ; 
but  I  had  no  fear  but  I  should  be  able  to  get  good 
horses  at  six  dollars  a  piece.     I  must  remark,  thai 
the  horses  in  themselves  are  exceeding  clever  horses 
as  I  ever  saw  in  any  country,  this  country  excepted. 
I  think  the  cavalry  might  be  mounted  as  well  in  that 
as  in  this  country  for  that  money ;  but  the  total  want 
of  dry  food,  corn  and  hay,  upon  our  first  arrival,  (md 
for  some  time  after  our  arrival  there,  rendered  them 
useless  in  a  very  few  days ;  they  were  obliged  inva* 
liably  to  be  turned  out  for  a  certain  number  of  hours, 
and  to  be  guarded.     They  had  nothing  but  the  Open 
plain,  which  was  an  exceeding  rich  pasture,  except  a 
kind  of  short  sour  gi'ass,  which  was  brought  into 
Monte  Video,  which  was  called  pasto.     At  this  pe* 
riod  tb^  Indian  corn  of  the  country,  what  there  wat 
gfown  in  the  country,  had  been  just  cut  down,  and 
exertions  were  making  to  procure  as  much  of  it  as 
possible,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  Lieutenant* 
General.    On  stating  this  to  the  Major-General,  he 
9ttd  every  exertion  should  be  used  to  collect  all  the 
com  that  was  possible,  if  I  would  exert  myself  in  the 
dmi  tiine  in   procuring  <  horses.     I   remained   in 


Monte  Video  till  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  May. 
About  the  18th  or  19th,  the  Major-General  found 
fanlt  witli  me  for  not  going  off  sooner.     I  explained 
to  him  that  I  had  previous  commuQications  to  make 
with  persons  in  Monte  Video,  whom  the  Court  will 
excu^  me  from  naming,   lest  it  should  be  injurious 
to  them,  and  with  persons  up  the  country  likewise. 
On  the  20th  of  May  I  proceeded  up  the  country  by 
a  small  village  called  I/Espados,  to  Connelans,  which 
is  also  called  Guadaloupe.     During  tlie  few  days  I 
was  up  the  country,  I  certainly  corresponded  with 
•lieutenant-Colotiel  Torriens,  the  military  secretarv. 
As  tlie  correspondence  was  to  be  in  writing,  I  thouj^t 
him  the  proper  person  to  write  to ;  if  he  was  not,  I 
supposed  I  should  be  set  right  by  his  answer.  The  cor* 
respondence  continuing  through  him,  I  concluded  I 
was  right     Upon  my  arrival  at  Connelans,  I  found 
the  large  rivers  that  lay  beyond  it»  where  I  intended 
to  pass  over  with  some  detachments-to  procure  horses^- 
or  to  have  horses  sent  over  to  me,  exceedingly  over* 
flowed  earlier  in  the  year  than  usual.  The  lidit  troops 
of  the  enemy,  which  could  hardly  be  called  regular 
troops,  a  banditti  as  we  called  them,  had  increased 
in  number  in  all  parts  on  the  borders  of  those  rivers^ 
and  bad  deterred  people  with  whom  I  had  had  com* 
munication  from  bringing  down  horses.     I  did  send 
up  the  country  to  them  by  private  messengers,  and 
consequently  could  not  proceed  beyond  those  rivers/ 
as  I  had  wished,  without  a  considerable  degree  of 
difficulty,  and  without  a  reinforcement.    The  rivers 
of  Great  and  Little  St  Lucia,  and  the  river  San  Jose^ 
called  by  the  Spaniards  San  Cosa,  are  the  rivers 
which  1  refer  to.     I  consequently  wrote  to  head* 
quarters  for  a  reinforcement,  which  was  ordered  me 
on  the  23d,  and  arrived  on  the  S^-th;  but  at  the  same 
time,  with  a  caution  not  to  run  any  risks.     I  waa 
particularly  directed  not  to  get  into  action  if  I  could 
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avoid  it,  but  to  preserve  the  tfoops  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  consequently  I  was  prevented  from  crossing 
the  river,  as  it  could  only  be  passed  by  fords^  which 
at  that  time  of  year  obliged  the  horses  to  swim,  or 
at  ferries  where  there  were  only  single  small  boatS5 
which  would  convey  but  a  few  at  a  time ;  conse-- 
quently,  I  was  obliged  to  be  contented  with  those  I 
could  procure  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Connelans. 
Having  collected  about  a  hundred^  besides  some  few 
that  I  left  to  replace  those  that  were  worn  down  at 
Qonnelkns,  I  wrote  for  permission  to  return  to  Monte 
Video,  as  I  thought  I  could  be  of  no  more  use  there. 
111  consequence  of  a  letter  in  answer  from  Colonel 
Torriens,  I  arrived  at  Monte  Video  on  the  29th  of 
May  or  the  30th,  I  will  not  be  certain,  I  think  it  was 
the  29th,  leaving  directions  with  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lloyd,  to  procure  as  many  more  horses  in  tliat  neigh- 
bourhood as  he  was  able.     I  should  have  added,  tiiat 
1  was  instructed,  soon  after  I  went  up  the  country,  to 
give  any  reasonable  price,  as.  far  as  a  doubloon,  if  I 
Ibund  that  necessary :  I  did  so.     Upon  my  return  to 
Monte  Video,   1  of  course  went  to  pay  my  respects 
(it  was  late  in  the  evening)  in  the  first  instance  to 
thcLieutenant-General,  and  to  the  Major-General 
the  next  morning.     The  Lieutenant-General  found 
very  great  fault  with  me  for  fixing  the  price  at  six 
dollars,  and  said  I  had^  lost  the  opportunity  of  gettmg 
horses  in  consequence  of  that.    "I  begged  leave  to 
assure  him  that  was  not  the  cose;  that  as  we  raised 
our  price,  the  people  of  the  country  would  raise 
theirs,  and  I  hoped  soon  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
proving  to  him  that  1  was  not  mistaken.     I  then 
proposed  to  him  a  plan,  which  I  had  still  in  reserve, 
of  calling  upon  the  magistrates,  the  cabildo  of  the 
town  of  Monte  Video,  to  send  out  and  collect  horses 
m  the  way  they  had  always  been  accustomed  to  do 
for  the  King  of  Spain.   On  the  1st  of  June  the  order 
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was  issued  to  them  accordingly,  and  on  the  4tb,  I 
think  it  was  on  the  5th,  they  braught  in  about  500, 
of  which  a  certain  number  were  immediately  chosen 
to  complete  the  artillery,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the 
number  they  were  ordered  to  embark,  and  then  the 
cavalry  were  also  completed  to  1 60  as  ordered.  We 
had  several  more  remaining,  a  considerable  number 
above  100,  between  one  and  two  hundred,  the 
worst  of  which  were  turned  out  to  grass  under  the 
care  of  the  cotepass,  a  bailiff  •f  the  king's  lands,  a 
kind  of  land  steward ;  and  the  rest  turned  over  to 
"Ihe  charge  of  the  20th  light  dragoons,  tliere  not  being 
room  to  take  any  more  on  board.  Some  very  few 
more  were  afterwards  put  on  board  without  any  order,  * 
finding  tliere  was  spare  room  in  each  ship  for  one 
horse  or  two.  During  this  period,  tlie  mounted  dra-^ 
goons  had  come  down  the  country  from  the  outposts 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lloyd,  and  had  embarlced 
on  the  2d  or  3d  of  the  month ;  some  on  the  2d, . 
and  some  on  the  3d,  as  part  of  the  mounted  squadron 
l)cfore  mentioned,  with  such  forces  as  were  fit  for  it 
With  respect  to  the  food  for  the  horses,  I  was  made 
acquainted  by  Major-General  Gower  that  the  Com* 
itaissariate  would  take  care  of  that.  I  had  been  au- 
thorized by  an  order  of  the  1 8th  of  May  to  give  di- 
rections witli  respect  to  the  feeding  of  the  cavalry, 
liaving  previously  stated  the  quantity  of  Indian  com 
I  tliought  necessary.  On  the  3d  of  June  a  general 
order  had  been  issued  with  respect  to  the  lessening 
the  baggage  of  the  army;  and,  I  think,  immediately 
after  tlie  King's  birth-day,  tlic  4th  of  June,  Major- 
General  Gower  visited  the  stores  of  the  gth  and  17th 
light  dragoons,  and  found  exceeding  great  fault  with 
the  quantity  of  baggage  tliat  he  found  in  tlic  barracks, 
and  in  the  casements  under  the  walls  of  tlie  town ; 
and  in  consequence  insisted  upon  its  being  removed. 
1  pointed  out  to  him  tliat  there  were  a  considerable: 
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quantity  of  supernumerary  cavalry  appointments  from 
various   circumstances,   from    casualties    and   other 
things,  in  store,  which,  in  my  opinion,  at  that  distance 
from  England,  were  extremely  valuable.    He  said  he 
did  not  care,  that  the  whole  of  them  must  be  done 
away  with,  and  the  stores  entirely  cleared.     He  not 
only  added  that,  but  he  said  the  dragoon  himself 
must  be  lightened.     I  of  course  remonstrated  that 
day  very  strongly  with  him  upon  the  subject  of  the 
general  destruction  of  the  stores,  or  sending  them 
away,  and  on  that  day  the  subject  did  not  finally 
come  to  a  conclusion,  except  his  persevering  in  his^ 
opinion.     The  next  morning  I  waited  upon  him  again 
at  his  own  house,  after  having  had  much  conversa- 
tion with  the  two  commanding  officers  of  these  regi- 
njents,  Colonel  Mahon  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lloyd, 
in  which  they  stated  to  me,  that  it  would  be  the  total 
rukf  and  the  destruction  of  their  regiments.     I  began 
by  stating  objections  as  before  to  him,  how  totally 
destructive  it  would  be  to  the  service ;  that  they  were 
perpetually  losing  horses,  many  of  them  wild  and  re- 
quired breaking,  besides  the  common  wear  and  tear, 
the  destruction  that  must  be  occasioned  by  the  na- 
ture of  the  service,  the  wetness  of  the  winter  season 
which  was  then  coming  on,  and  tlie  impossibility  of 
procuring  supplies  from  England  in  any  reasonable 
time,  at  that  distance;  and  that  consequently  I  had 
^reat  reason  to  fear  that  the  cavalry  for  whom  we 
should  not  be  able  to  procure  the  best  horses,  for 
most  of  them,  from  want  of  a  sufficiency  of  corn^ 
would  soon  be  again  dismounted  for  want  of  ap- 
pointments.    The  Major-General  grew  exceedmgly 
warm  upon  the  subject,  and  said,  "  Then  we  are  at 
"issue."     I  made  answer  to  him,  "  By  no  means  at 
"tissue.  Sir;  I  am  too  old  a  soldier  to  disobey  an 
"  order,  if  a  peremptory  order  is  given;  but  I  thought 
"  it  my  duty  to  myself  to  make  this  formal  remon- 
"'.^trance."    He  gave  for  answer,  **  That  is  what 
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"  we  wish  :  *'  for  he  invariably  spoke  to  me  in  tlie* 
first  person,  either  I  or  we. — "  We  wish  to  do  it 
•*  through  you ;  otherwise  we  must  do  it  ourselves." 
Major-General  Gower  said,  "  I  tell  you  very  fairly, 
"  1  think  all  armies  move  too  heavily,  and  that  the 
**  British  army  is  frequently  useless  owing  to  their 
**  being  so  heavy  hi  themselves,  and  that  we  must 
*'  ligliten  them  to  act  against  the  enemy  we  have  to 
"  deal  with  :  ho  army  has  been  fit  to  move  yet  on 
**  account  of  its  being  so  heavy.  I  do  not  mean 
**  only  the  British  army,  I  mean  all  armies."  In 
consequence  of  tliis,  which  was  about  the  time  y^*e 
usually  went  up  to  head-quarters  to  receive  orders, 
if  there  should  be  such,  but  there  were  seldom  any, 
jVIaJor-General  Gower  having  been  in  conversation 
with  the  Lieuteiiant-General  for  some  short  thne, 
Lieutcnant-Cieneral  Wliitelocke  called  me  up  to  speak 
to  him-  A  conversation  passed  in  tlie  presence  of 
General  Gower,  which  I  will  detail  or  state  as  shortly 
as  tlie  Court  wish :  he  confirmed  the  directions  of 
General  Gower,  and  desired  tliat  no  difliculties  might 
be  made.  General  Whitelocke  said,  "  I  am  sorry 
^*  there  should  be  any  discussion  upon  any  business 
"  just  at  such  a  moment  as  this  ;  it  is  very  awkward, 
''  and  you  must  be  aware  it  is  iuipossible  to  have 
*'  such  a  quantity  of  baggage  following  the  army  and 
**  moving  about,  or  to  be  left  in  store  to  be  guaided^ 
"  when  the  army  should  move  out  of  the  counti'y." 
I  tliink  the  Licutenant-General  stated  that  he  should 
be  left  in  charge ;  that  he  should  have  the  care  of  the 
baggage  when  the  cavalry  was  sent  up  the  country ; 
ana  that  it  was  impossible  he,  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  could  be  the  store-keeper,  or  take  charge  of 
the  stores.  Some  further  conversation  passed  gene* 
rally  respecting  the  subject ;  in  consequence  I  found 
the  order  must  be  obeyed. 

Q,  Stale  what  orden 

A.  The  order  Major-General  Gower  had  finally 
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^given  that  mormng  for  removing  the  whole  of  the 
baggage  out  of  the  stores ;  it  was  worded  in  this  way^ 
I  said  it  must  be  either  destioyed,  sold,  or  sent  to 
En^and;  the  answer  was,  **  Let  it  be  then." 
Q.  Was  it  in  writing  or  verbal  ? 
A.  Verbal:  I  tried  lor  a  written  order,  I  request- 
ed it,  and  stated  ^  wish  that  the  commanding  officers 
micht- have  a  written  order,  and  I  Vvas  referred  to  th^ 
order  of  the  3d  of  the  month,  that  that  was  sufficient : 
I  consequently  gave  directions  to  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  two  corps  accordingly.    On  the  fol- 
lowing morning  I  reported  to  Major-General  Gower, 
that  the  whole  of  the  baggage  of  the  ninth  light  dra- 
goons would  be  made  away  with  by  1 1  o'clock  on  the 
following  day.     And  witli  respect  to  tlie  17th,  the 
order  would  be  put  into  execution  as  soon  as  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Lloyd  could  disembark,  and  bring  a 
sufficient  number  of  men  witii  him  to  clear  the  stores. 
It  is  to  be  understood  with  respect  to  the  order,  that  it 
was  every  tiring  but  what  belonged  to  those  fit  for  duty, 
(Mr  such  as  were  expected  speedily  to  recover  from 
temporary  sicknesses.    On  the  1 1th  of  June,  a  Board 
was  ordered  to  assemble  upon  the  very  subject  of  in- 
vestigating the  baggage,  and  seeing  what  ought  to  be 
kept ;  that  was  subsequent  to  wliat  had  passed  with 
respect  to  the  cavalry  appointments :  but  the  Board 
never  assembled.     With  respect  to  transporting  the 
cavalry  to  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  the  numbers 
that  were  allowed  to  embark,  as  stated  by  the  Quarter- 
Master-General  could  be  embarked,  they  were  cer- 
tainly, I  believe,  put  on  board  the  best  ships  that 
could  be  procured;  the  births  where  the  men  had 
slept  had  been  cleared  away,  in  order  to  make  room 
for  the  horses,  and  com,  and  what  cut  grass  could  be 
procured,  was  put  on  board  for  the  horses,  three 
weeks*  corn  for  each  horse.  The  dragoons  and  borse- 
artiUery  were  the  first  embarked,  and  tlie  dismount- 
ed dragoons  next^'  w  ho  were  ordered  to  take  all  their 
horse  appointments  with  them.    I  am  desired  to  state. 
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I  believe,  the  number  of  dragoons  actually  mountedf 
including  officers.   There  were  1 87,  including  officers, 
quarter-masters,  sergeants,    and    trumpeters,    rank 
and  file,  there  might  be  one  or  two  njore;  I  am  not 
certain.  They  were  certainly  many  of  them  exceeding 
good  horses,  in  low  keep,  but  likely  to  turn  out  very 
useful,  and  superior  to  the  horses  tlie  people  of  tbe 
country  rode,  after  having  been  properly  fed  for  some 
time;  because  the  horses  of  the  banditti  of  the  country, 
as  we  used  to  call  them,  for  they  were  not  dressed  like 
3oldier6,  and  would  rob  and  pi  Cinder,  as  well  as  endea-* 
vour  to  oppose  us,  they  were  always  grazed  and  never 
fed  upon  corn.  From  the  period  of  the  arrival  of  the 
forces  under  Brigadier-General  Craufurd,  the  bri- 
gades were  arranged.     It  was  on  the   14th  of  the 
month  of  June,  I  believe,  tliat  Brigadier-General 
Craufurd  landed,  and  the  first  arrangement  of  the 
brigades  was  made  on  the  I5th.  At  that  time  I  was 
continued  with  the  cavalry  brigade,  and  I  sent,  by 
permission  of  General  Whitelocke,  directions  up  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  cavalry  at  Colonia,  that 
probably  he  would  be  permitted  to  embark  some 
horses,  and  I  sent  him  w  ritten  instructions  how  to 
proceed  with  respect  to  feeding  them,  and  on  other 
necessary  points ;    Lieutenant-Colonel   Bourke,   the 
Quarter- INIaster-General,  having  promised  that  some 
horses  should  be  embarked  at  Colonia  if  possible. 
On  the  18th  the  brigades  were  nearly  arranged,  and 
I  had  nothing  fuither  to  do  with  the  mounted  dra- 
goons.    I  have  only  to  add,  that  they  never  were  in 
the  front  of  the  division  with  which  1  marched  after 
landing  at  the  Ensenada  de  Barragon,  except  about 
1 2,  as  escort  or  orderlies  to  Major-General  Gower, 
and  one  or  two  with  Brigadier-General  Craufurd  and 
myself.     Lieutenant-Colonel  Lloyd  will  be  able  to 
§tate  the  rest.     On  tlie  1 8th  I  w  as  appointed  to  the 
brigade,  consisting  of  the  dismounted  part  of  the  17th 
light  dragoons,  the  36th  and  88th»  regiments  of  in- 
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fentry.     I  embarked  on  the  20th  in  the  Agincourt 
transport,  and  the  whole  fleet  re-assenibled  off  the 
Ensenada  de  Barragon.     On  the  S6th  of  June  a  cir- 
cular order  was  issued,  on  tljat  or  the  following  day, 
to  put  the  spirits  into  the  smallest  casks  that  could 
be  found,  to  be  conveyed  on  shore ;  the  order  dated 
on  board  the  Nereide  on  the  95th.     On  the  27th  the 
final  arrangements  were  made  for  landing,  and  on 
the  28th  in  the  moniing  the  landing  took  place,  about 
a  mile  and  a  half^  or  two  miles,  from  the  village  of 
Barragon.     I  should  add,  that  when  I  went  on  board 
the  Nereide  on  the  97th  to  know  whether  there  were 
any  particular  orders,  the  Lieutenant-General  said, 
tie  bad  received  information  that  he  could  very  soon 
mount  the  whole  of  the  cavalry,  and  he  therefore 
requested  that  I   would   cause  the   whole  of  the 
cavalry  to  be  prepared  to  disembark  their  horse- 
app<Mntments,  and  to  make  all  arrangements  to  se- 
cure the  horses  as  soon  as  brought;  I  said,  I*  should 
direct  tlie  horsfe-artillery  to  land  with  their  snaffle 
bridles,  and  should  recommend  the  same  thing  to 
Colonel  Mahon,  who  commanded  the  9th  light  dra- 
goons.   The  troops  had  been  ordered  to  cook,  and    ^ 
land  with,  three  days'  provisions,  bread  and  pork, 
which  was  done.     On  tlie  98th,  in  the  evening,  I 
was  directed  to  advance  with  my  brigade,  as  far  as 
the  out-post  point  of  the  village  of  Barragon  at  the 
furthest  houses,  and  to  get  the  brigade  put  up  in  the 
houses  as  well  as  they  possibly  could,  as  far  as  the 
space  would  allow;    the   Quarter-Master-General 
assisting  in   dividing  the  village  between  the  three 
brigades,  my  own.  Colonel  Mahon's,  which  lay  up- 
on the  right,  and  the  remaining  part  of  Sir  Samuel 
Achmutys,   which  fell  at  that  time  into  the  rear. 
The  whole  of  the  ground  about  the  landing  place,  and 
round  tlie  village,  was  extremely  low  and  swampy, 
and  consequently  as  few  were  thrown  out  for  the  de-  ^ 
^ence  of  the  army  as  possible  for  the  advanced  posts, 
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I  mean,  as  few  piquets  as  possible ;  and  the  more  so, 

as  we  were  given  to  understand  that  tl)ere  was  an 

advanced  corps  of  Major-General  Gower  upon  the 

heiglits  which  lay  before  us.     Notliing  particular  oc* 

curred  that  night;  and  we  were  ordered  to  march  the 

next  morning  at  nine  o'clock,  that  is,  on  the  29tlit 

We  did  march  at  tliat  time,  my  brigade  leading  the 

line  of  march,  a  few  of  the  rifle  corps  being  in  front ; 

I  believe  one  half  of  the  rifle  corps  covering  our  front, 

and  some  few  cavalry ;  I  did  not  notice  Wliat  num« 

ber  was  attending  upon  the  Commander  of  the  forces. 

We  proceeded  for  some  considerable  distance  through 

the  same  wet  swampy  ground,  until  we  arrived  at  an 

extremely  deep  marsh,  which  was  up  to  about  a 

man  s  middle,  in  a  heavy  kind  of  mud  that  it  was  difv 

ficult  to  ride  through :  previous  to  aniving  at  it,  it 

might  be  perhaps  about  two  miles;  and  tlie  deep 

morass  itself  a  mile  and  a  half,  or  two  miles  in  extent, 

l)efore  we  got  clear  of  it.     After  that  we  passed  two 

or  three  extremely  deep  drains,  and  after  marchbg 

about  eight  or  nine  miles,  we  arrived  at  the  place 

where  Major-General  Gower  had  been  posted  the 

night  before.    The  36tli  and  88th  regiments  were  then 

ordered  to  proceed  with  the  Major-General,  who  wa« 

then  waiting  upon  the  heights  for  them.     Alter  some 

conversation  between  the  Lieutenant-General  and  the 

Major-Qeneral,  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  vt  itli  that 

part  of  my  brigeule,  and  put  myself  under  the  orders 

of  Major-General  Gower.     Soon  after  we  had  moved 

on,  as  it  appeared  to  me  that  we  were  likely  to  be  far 

separated  from  the  shipping,  and  that  consequently 

our  communication  for  provisions  might  be  liable  to 

be  cut  off,  I  proposed  to  the  Major-General  to  aU 

low  iqe  to  return  to  the   J  7th  dragoons  to  bring  up 

four  or  five  Pioqs,  a  kind  of  servants  that  I  had  obe* 

tained  permission  to  have  attached  to  tlie  1 7th.     i 

stated  to  the  Major-General  that  thoy  would  probably 

h^  of  material  use  in  advancing,  and  in  procuring 
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cattle,  I  was  with  Major-General  Gower,  constant- 
ly after  that  period,  till  the  arrival  of  CJeneral  White- 
locke  with  the  brigade  under  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty 
on  the  3d,  about  the  middle  of  the  day,  at  a  place 
called  the  Place  de  Miserere.  I  did  occasionally  see 
the  LieutenantrGeneral  before  that  period.  1  saw 
him  at  a  distance  once,  on  tlie  30th  of  the  month ; 
and  about  an  hour  aitenvards  he  rode  past  me,  con- 
versing with  the  Major-General ;  and,  upon  his  return, 
he  said,  Good  day  to  you ;  I  shall  see  you  again  at 
lleduction. 

Judge  Advocate. — ^The  period  to  which  General 
Lumley  is  requested  to  state  all  that  he  knows,  does 
not  end  with  the  arrival  of  General  Whitelocke,  but 
is  continued  till  the  close  of  the  4th. 

A.  On  tlic  Sd,  about  the  middle  of  the  day,  I  can- 
not exactly  say  at  what  time,  the  troops  of  the  ad- 
vance, under  Alajor-General  (iowcr,  liad  been  order- 
ed to  fall  back  from  the  ground  they  had  occupied  in 
the  morning,  in  some  degree  under  a  hill,  and  tlie 
light  troopis  were  withdrawn,  with  the  hope  of  drawing 
out  the  S|Mmish  troops  fi'om  the  town,  who  were  fir^ 
ing  on  our  out-posts,  to  bring  them  to  action  if  possi- 
We.  We  were  in  that  state  at  the  time  tliat  the 
Lieutenant-General  arrived  with  the  brigade  under 
the  command  of  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty :  we  had  fallen 
a  little  back  from  the  point  which  we  had  occupied 
the  night  before.  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  having  been 
orderwt,  soon  after  the  arrival  of  that  column,  to  oc- 
cupy the  ground  on  ray  left,  when  his  column  was 
passing  in  the  front  of  my  brigade,  at  that  period  some 
of  the  loose  horsemen  from  tlje  enemy  were  firing 
upon  his  column  as  it  was  moving.  The  men  of  my 
brigade  were  ordered  to  be  supplied  uith  fresh  meat, 
cattle  that  we  had  found  v\poti  tlie  ground  ;  but  we 
had  no  opportunity  of  cooking  it  before  tlie  evening 
closed  {n,  and  we  were  ordered  to  occupy  houses 
aboMt  half  a  mile,  or  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  m  front 
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.of  our  then  position.  We  had  beendirected  to  apply 
for  biscuits  at  tiie  house  known  by  the  name  of  Mr. 
Whites  house,  at  some  little  distance  in  the  rear; 
which  was  then  considered  as  head -quarters,  and  we 
procured  about  the  quantity  of  a  biscuit  per  man, 
and  a  certain  portion  of  wine  for  each  man,  which 
we  had  found  in  soi^e  of  tlie  houses  of  the  can- 
tonments which  we  then  occupied.  Nothing  par- 
ticular occurred.  After  tlie  close  of  the  evening  the 
firing  ceased ;  each  bngade  threw  out  its  own  piquets 
and  advanced  guards;  and  I  behove  some  of  the  light 
troops,  and  the  rifle  corps,  had  been  again  thrown  in 
the  front,  chiefly  to  our  right  On  tlie  morning  of  the 
.4th,  the  troops  .were  under  arms  about  break  of  day; 
and  about  the  same  period  Captain  Maxwell,  Aid-de- 
Camp  to  Major-General.Gowery  came  to  me  with 
orders  to  repair  to  head -quarters,  Mr.  White's  houssc^ 
as  soon  as  1  could  ;  the  commanding  officers  of  corpA 
were  also  ordered  to  attend.  In  consequence,  I 
went  down  soon  after  to  head-quarters.  I  cannot 
state  exactly  what  the  hour  was :  I  found  I  was  ia 
sufHcient  time,  as  we  had  a  considerable  time  to  wait 
for  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty,  who  was  not  arrived. 
Afler  waiting  upwards  of  an  hour,  I  think,  or  more 
(whether  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  was  arrived  at  that 
time  or  not  I  do  not  know),  tlie  Lieutenant-General 
began  to  explain  his  uitendons  with  respect  to  the 
assault  upon  the  town  that  day  at  twelve  o'clock, 
stating  the  bad  weather,  probability  of  still  worse 
weatlier;  the  state  of  tlie  ti'oops,  witli  respect  to  their 
bein^  harassed,  exposed  to  an  inclement  season, 
and  m  great,  want  of  provisions,  induced  liim  to  see 
to  tlie  measure  of  assaulUng  the  town  in  preference 
to  adopting  any  other  measures :  I  should  add,  in 
addition  to  which,  the  Spanish  General  having  re- 
fused to  listen  to  terms.  But  for  the  fiirtlier  particu-* 
lars,  and  a  more  general  detail,  he  referred  us  to 
Major-General  Gower,  who  then  prQceeded  to  poiift 
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out  to  as  many  as  could  collect  round  him,  upon  a 
plan  of  tlie  town,  which  lay  in  the  room ;  I  am  not 
sure  that  it  was  in  his  possession,  I  believe  it  was  in 
the  Quarter- Mastpr-Gcncral's  posscssi6n ;  and  at  the 
same  time  directed  as  many  as  could  assemble  round  a 
small  table  before  him,  to  copy  off  the  instructions  he 
then  laid  before  tliem ;  those  who  could  not  at  the  mo- 
ment copy  it,  were  to  procure  copies  from  the  others 
who  had  taken  copies :  he  then  proceeded  upon  those 
orders  in  addition,  to  detail  how  they  were  to  act  with 
respect  to  advancing,  and  he  repeated  the  caution 
which  is  likewise  in  the  orders,  to  avoid  the  light  bri- 
gade bearbg  too  much  to  tlie  centre  of  the  town,  and 
for  the  brigade  that  I  commanded  to  avoid  bearing  too 
much  to  its  right.  We  were  told  that  tlie  cannonade 
commenciog  from  the  centre  would  be  the  signal  to 
advance.  I  ventured  to  ask  what  was  to  be  done  in 
case  we  met  with  greater  opposition  than  there  might 
be  reason  to  expect,  or  than  we  could  well  oppose.  I 
was  told,  that  that  was  partly  answered  by  the  orders : 
we  were  to  penetrate  to  the  river,  if  possible ;  but  we 
were  to  place  ourselves  as  far  in  advance  as  we  could, 
taking  care  to  occupy  the  houses  on  our  left  in  pre- 
ference to  those  on  our  right,  for  fear  of  our  being  in- 
duced to  incline  to  our  right,  by  which  we  should  be 
exposed  to  the  fire  of  our  own  guns.  Sir  Samuel 
Achmuty  during  this  period  arrived,  but  I  did  not 
notice  at  what  time ;  however,  in  consequence  of  his 
being  so  late,  a  scuffle  took  place,  whether  m  the  first 
place  it  was  possible  the  attack  could  be  made  at  the 
time  named,  twelve  o*clock  that  day ;  for  which  pur- 
pose the  Commander  of  the  forces  called  the  com- 
manding officers  of  brigades  round  him  to  consult 
upon  the  point ;  it  w  as  soon  decided  that  it  was  im- 
possible it  could  take  place  so  soon  as  twelve  o'clock : 
he  then  was  desirous  to  know  our  opinion,  whether  it 
would  be  better  it  should  take  place  that  day.  I  do 
not  know  whether  any  body  had  started  a  postpone- 
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desirous  to  know  our  opinions  whether  it  should  take 
place  that  day  or  the  next  morning.     I  believe  Sir 
Samuel  Achnriuty  gave  his  opinion  first.     Then  I  was 
appealed  to  likewise   with  respect  to  my  opinion, 
which  I  «gave,  that  it  was  certainly  better  to  postpone 
it  till  early  the  next  morning ;   I  had  several  reasons 
for  giving  that  opinion.   After  the  opinion  of  all  those 
whom  he  consulted  had  been  given,  it  was  decided 
tliat  the  assault  should  not  take  place  till  the  next 
morning  at  day-break,  and  the  hour  was  fixed  as  near 
as  we  could  guess,  tlie  day-breaking  at  half  past  six ; 
the  same  instructions  and  arrangements  standing  good 
that  had  been  given  bctbre  the  time  was  changed. 
Before  I  left  head -quarters,  I  was  directed  to  recon- 
noitre the  four  roads  by  which  the  four  columns  of 
my  brigade  were  to  march  in  order  to  enter  the  town, 
but  I  had  no  time  to  do  so  in  consequence  of  what 
passed :  being  on  duty  with  my  brigade,   I  was  or- 
dered to  fall  back,  and  afterwards  to  proceed  to  the 
out-posts  with  my  brigade.     I  had  two  of  the  roads 
pointed  out  to  me  by  Mr.  White,  the  two  riglit-hand 
roads.     Previous  to  my  leaving  head-quarters,  the 
Commander  of  the  forces  desired  me  to  send  for  my 
Brigade- Major  Roache,  in  order  that  he  might  go  again 
into  the  town  with  a  summons,  in  hopes  of  saving  the 
effusion  of  blood  which  must  be  expected  in  case  of 
an  assault.     I  do  not  at  tliis  moment  recollect  whe- 
tlier  he  or  whether  Captain  M^hittingham  went  into 
the  town ;  I  believe  one  of  them  went,  I  have  reason 
to  believe  so,  but  I  left  head-quarters ;  I  returned 
to  my  brigade  when  we  had  received  our  orders.    As 
soon  as  I   was  at  liberty,   I  hastened  frpm  head- 
quarters to  return  to  my  brigade,  as  1  had  reason  fo 
suppose  they  were  still  under  arms,  and  the  firing  had 
grown  very  brisk  again  at  tlic  out-posts,  and  very 
soon  aftenvards  the  line  was  ordered  to  be  withdrawn 
to  occupy  the  same  ground  tliey  did  tlie  former  day, 
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and  the  light  troops  in  like  manner  recalled  and 
ordered  to  ftdl  back.  We  were  then  directed  to 
procure  provisions ;  there  wdre  still  oxen  alive  in 
the  Coral;  each  regiment  was  ordered  to  send 
butchers  to  procure  meat;  which  was  done.  Butch- 
ers were  sent,  hut  the  troops  were  ordered  to 
remain  under  arms ;  but  before  the  butchers  could 
return  with  the  meat,  one  half  of  the  88th  regiment, 
under  tlie  command  of  Major  Vandeleur,  were  or- 
dered to  the  advanced  posts  to  relieve  the  light 
troops,  which  were  completely  exhausted;  very  soon 
afterwards  the  other  part  of  the  regiment,  under  their 
commanding  officer  Lieutenant-Colonel  Duff,  were 
ordered  to  support  the  other  wing  of  their  regiment. 
Again,  shortly  after  that,  the  36th  were  ordered  to 
support  them ;  and  I  was  directed  by  Major-General 
Gower  to  take  the  direction  of  the  out-posts  for  the 
day.  I  consequently  advanced  witli  the  36th  to  give 
the  directions  I  thought  necessary,  receiving  as  much 
information  as  I  could  fi'om  the  senior  officer  there. 
It  will  be  unnecessary  to  detail  what  occurred  at  the 
out-posts,  except  that  the  88th  lost  several  men  in  a 
very  short  space  of  time,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the 
service  being  new  to  tliem,  more  than  the  rifle  corps 
did :  after  that  I  saw  no  more  of  Lieutenant-Gene- 
rai  Whitelockc  during  that  day.  The  Adjutant-Ge- 
neral, Lieutenant-Colonel  Bradford,  came  up  to  me  in 
the  course  of  the  evening,  and  told  me  that  my  bri- 
gade should  be  relieved,  as  they  were  to  go  on  to  the 
assault  the  next  morning;  that  they  should  be  re- 
lieved by  the  9th  dragoons.  By  some  mistake  they 
did  not  arrive  till  nine  o'clock  at  night,  and  it  took  of 
course  some  considerable  time  to  relieve  the  posts, 
so  that  the  whole  of  the  brigade  did  not  get  in,  I  think, 
till  12  o'clock.  I  went  to  make  my  report  to  Major* 
General  Gower,  who  was  with  Brigadier-General 
Craufurd,  a  little  nearer  than  Mr.  White  s  house, 
close  upon  the  edge  of  the  Miserere.    I  did  my  ut- 
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most  to  procurjB  my  troops  a  little  wine  again,  and  a 
small  quantity  of  biscuit:  I  believe  those  that  got  in 
first  got  a  little  meat.  I  have  nothing  particular  that 
I  recollect  to  add  up  to  that  night :  the  troops,  it  must 
be  understood,  returned  to  their  former  canton- 
ments that  they  had  been  in  the  night  before. 
Adjourned. 


TENTH  DAY. 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  9,  180S. 

Brigadier 'General  Lumky  called  in  again. 

The  Evidence  of  yesterday  read  over  to  General 

Lumley. 

Geiieral  Lumley. — In  the  conclusion  of  my  evi- 
dence, I  think  it  material  and  of  essential  importance 
that  it  should  be  put  upon  record,  that  having  been 
called  upon  oath  to  answer  to  general  and  circum- 
stantial interrogatories  which  are  upon  the  minutes, 
I  thought  it  but  justice  to  myself  and  the  gallant  army 
vrith  which  I  served  (and  it  seemed  to  me  to  be  the 
wish  of  the  Court),  that  I  should  give  a  general  state- 
ment of  such  arrangements  and  occurrences  as  took 
place  within  my  knowledge,  witliout  any  considera- 
tion whom  it  might  criminate,  or  whom  it  might  jus- 
tify. I  tliought  so ;  and  in  some  part  of  the  evidence 
I  was  stopped  by  the  Court :  if  direct  questions  had 
been  put  to  me,  I  should  have  given  as  direct  and 
simple  answers  as  I  could  have  done.  I  wish  to 
state  this  merely  as  a  justification  of  myself.  In  some 
parts  it  may  appear  too  profuse ;  and  in  other  parts 
the  narrative  was  broken. 
.^ufige.  Advocate. — I  thiuli;  it  is  due  to  the  Coart 
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aJnd  to  myself  to  apprise  General  Lumley,  that  the 
onlj  instance  in  which  he  was  stopped  in  his  evidence 
was,  when  he  was  relating. a  conversation  between 
hiori  and  two  other  officers,  which  conversation  was, 
upon  every  principle  of  law,  inadmissible  as  evidence^ 
that,  as  far  as  I  recollect,  was  the  only  instance  in 
which  General  Lumley  was  stopped  in  his  evidence ; 
and  it  is  now  for  him  to  consider,  whether  he  would 
wish  what  he  has  now  stated  to  be  put  upon  the 
minutes :  if  he  does,  I  must  desire  that  what  I  am'  now 
stating  should  appear  upon  the  minutes  likewise. 

General  Luinleii , — Various  occujrences  took  place 
in  Monte  Video,  which  certainly  were  not  connected 
with  the  operations  afterwards,  and  which  did  not 
tend  either  to  promote  or  to  delay  them.  If  I  had 
gone  through  the  whole  detail,  perhaps  that  would 
have  been  unnecessary ;  but  I  have  given  no  state- 
ment of  what  passed  from  the  29th  of  June  to  the 
3d  of  July,  because  I  conceived  I  was  directed  not 
to  fflve  my  detail  of  that. 

Judge  Advocate, — It  is  rather  unlucky  that  Gene- 
ral Lumley  should  have  a  good  deal  misunderstood 
the  object  of  his  examination :  if  he  had  referred  to 
the  paper  that  was  sent  to  him,  he  would  have  seen 
that  the  object  was  to  state  every  circumstance  he 
was  apprised  of  respecting  the  charges  preferred 
against  General  Whitelocke,  from  the  period  when 
any  preparations  were  making  for  the  conduct  of  this 
expedition  at  Monte  Video,  up  to  the  period  of  the 
close  of  the  4th  of  July. 

General  Zz^/w/tfj/.-^ Undoubtedly  I  understood  it 
^0,  and  I  did  conceive  that,  from  the  29th  of  June  to 
the  Sd  of  July,    there  were  circumstances  in  that 

rriod  that  were  connected  with  it ;  but  I  understood 
was  desired  not  to  state  any  circumstances  till  I 
met  witli  General  Whitelocke  again.  I  have  given 
no  evidence  at  all  upon  those  days;  I  understood  I 
was  not  to  give  any  evidence  pf  any  thing  that  passed 
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from  the  time  I  parted  with  General  Mlntelocke  till 
the  time  be  joined  the  division  again  upon  the 
Miserere. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  am  certainly  unfortunate  in 
not  making  myself  understood.  After  General  Lum- 
ley  ceased  to  have  any  communication  with  General 
Whitelocke,  undoubtedly  lie  could  not  give  in  evi- 
dence any  conversation  between  him  and  General 
Whitelocke ;  but  any  tiling  that  he  had  to  state  with 
respect  to  the  charges,  he  M'as  certainly  xallcd  upon 
to  relate. 

General  Lumky. — With  respect  to  the  difficulties 
that  occurred,  and  the  want  of  provisions  dui-ing  that 
period,  I  have  not  stated  any  thing,  I  must  beg 
leave  to  state  what  did  occur  upon  the  march,  and  1 
will  state  it  as  short  as  possible. 

Judge  Advocate. — ^You  stated  tliat  a  general  order 
was  issued  on  the  3d  to  lessen  the  baggage  of  tlie 
army,  and  that  Major-General  Cower  visited  the 
stores  of  the  17th  and  9tl)  light  dragoons  :  nill  you 
now  have  the  goodness  to  state  the  order  made  by 
General  Ciower,  and  the  confirmation  of  it  by  Gene- 
ral Whitelocke? 

A.  That  the  whole  of  tlie  baggage,  except  that 
belonging  to  those  who  were  fit  for  duty,  and  tliose 
wlio  were  likely  to  recover  from  wounds,  or  sickness, 
and  likely  to  be  again  of  use  in  that  country,  was  to 
be  made  away  m  ith,  and  the  stores  to  be  perfectly 
cleared  ;  and  that  the  commanding  officers  might 
either  send  tliem  back  to  England  or  dispose  them 
in  any  otlicr  vay  that  they  chose.  The  arms,  of 
course,  were  not  included  as  part  of  the  baggage; 
they  were  to  be  delivered  into  the  artillery  depart^ 
ment.     I  remonstrated  against  tliis  order. 

Judge  Advocate. — With  respect  to  the  march,  I 
beg  leave  to  read  to  the  Court  the  paper  w  hich  I 
put  into  General  Lumley's  hand.  After  desiring  him 
to  state  the  cavalry  equipments  without  entering  into 
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;  detailed  narritive,  he  is  to  stale  any  drcumatanccs 
rfiich  fell  under  his  notice  as  to  the  conduct  and  operation 
f  the  arrny  as  connected  with  the  charges  preferred 
gainst  General  Whitelocke ;  leaving  it,  of  course,  to  the 
idgbment  of  General  Luuiley  to  state  what  circumstances 
e  saw  or  knew  which  were  connected  with  those  charges. 
General  Lumky. — On  the  29th,  after  I  was  ordered  to 
roceed  with  Major-General  Cower,  my  Brigade  occu- 
ied  a  height,  as  near  as  I  can  possibly  guess,  about  six 
liies  in  fi^nt  of  the  first  height  where  we  had  left  the 
ieutenant-General,  the  36th  occupied  a  house  called 
loderigos,  and  the  88th  were  a  little  in  the  rear.  That 
\ifixt  the  PioHS  I  had  brought  up  with  me,  procured 
)nie  cattle  for  the  brigade  :  the  brigade  had  likewise  con- 
imed  their  three  days'  salt  provisions ;  their  three  days' 
Ut  'provisions  and  biscuit  were  gone  in  consequence  of 
fedr  having  partly  eaten  tliem,  and  the  wet  having  d&- 
royed  die  rest ;  a  very  small  quantity  of  spirits  had  been 
rougbt  up,  not  so  much  as  half  a  day's  allowance  for 
ich  man.  On  tlie  30th,  the  next  day,  we  proceeded 
om  this  height,  the  light  brigade  being  still  in  our  front; 
id  being  generally  two  or  three  miles  in  our  front;  we 
roceeded  about  eight  miles,  having  passed  a  small  river 
lat  day,  and  occupied  tliree  positions  within  half  a  mile 
f  eacli  other,  not  speaking  accurately  to  distances,  but 
ily  from  calculation  by  the  eye :  of  course,  in  crossing 
le  river,  there  were  delays  and  halts.  On  that  night  the 
ions  again  procured  bullocks  and  some  pigs  for  tiie  bri- 
ide,  but  they  had  no  bread  or  spirits.  On  the  morninj 
f  the  1st,  1  sent  the  Pions  out  again  for  provisions,  an( 
ley  procured  some,  but  we  had  not  tin>e  to  cook  it  before 
e  marched.  I  speak  especially  of  the  88th,  with  which 
was  that  day ;  but  vvhether  the  36th,  wiiich  was  more 
articularly  under  General  Gower,  had  time,  I  cannot 
ay ;  but  the  whole  were  without  spirits  and  bread.  On 
be  1st  we  advanced  and  passed  the  gates  of  Reduction 
I  nine  o'clock,  and  the  column  of  Sir.  Samuel  Achmuty, 
tmler  the  Commander  in  Chte^  appeared  in  sight  just  ^ 
^  were  moving.  On  that  day  we  advanced  to  the  height 
tf  Reduction,  and  about  a  mile  beyond  it ;  in  all,  I  should 
^onceiye,  about  15  miles,  passing  one  or  twa  riyera,  qot 
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large  ones,  but  very  mbrshy  and  swampy ;  I  think  there  wetr 
two  or  three.  We  then  occupied  the  position  within  three 
miles  of  the  heights  and  village  of  Reduction.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  to  the  purpose  to  add,  that  General 
Gower  told  me,  in  the  course  of  that  day,  and  being  the 
second  in  command,  I  conceived  it  an  official  conimum* 
'cation,  that  he  intended  to  pass  the  river  Chuello  at  the 
Chico-Pass  that  day ;  but  he  afterwards  thought  it  impoft* 
-sible.  A  number  of  the  horsemen  of  the  enemy  annoyed 
our  rear  that  day,  and  wounded  one  man  severely. 

Judge  Advocate. — 'Y\\t  only  facts  General  lluxnley  is 
requested  to  state,  are  those  which,  in  his  judgetnent,  ap- 
ply to  the  charges  preferred  against  General  Whitdocke. 
1  conceive  what  be  is  now  stating  cannot  be  at  all  appli- 
cable to  those  charges. 

General  LjUmley. — I,  as  a  soldier,  did  conceive/ that  it 
referred  to  the  case.  In  the  evening  we  procured  a  flock 
of  sheep,  which  wei^  sufficient  for  the  men  that  night ;  we 
were  still  without  bread  or  spirits.  Having  procured  pro- 
visions  on  the  1st,  we  cooked  them;  and  during  the  lu^t 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  rain,  and  we  were  again  very 
much  annoyed  by  the  horsemen  of  the  enemy :  some  w 
them  entered  almost  within,  our  lines ;  some  of  our  sen- 
tries fired  at  them.  On  the  morning  of  tlie  2d,  I  received 
orders  from  Major-General  Gower  to  be  in  readiness  to 
march  a  quarter  before  nine :  I  think  we  did  march  about 
nine  o'clock :  we  had  no  annoyance  from  the  enemy  then  : 
I  think  we  had  no  provisions  left.  After  giving  me  these 
directions,  he  delivered  an  order  into  my  possession,  stat-^ 
ing  to  me  just  before  the  march,  that  if  any  thing  happen- 
ed to  him,  those  were  his  general  intentions ;  at  the  same 
time  infonning  me,  that  the  87th  regiment  were  intended 
to  join  my  brigade  upon  tlie  march. 

The  Order  of  Major-General  Gorccr  read. 

General  Lumky. — I  should  have  remarked,  that  on  the 
day  before,  a  considerable  number  of  die  88th  and  36th 
regiments  began  to  fall  back  perfectly  exhausted:  some  of. 
them  joined  us  and  some  did  not.  The  next  day  there  was 
Uk  order  for  aceitaiu  proportion  to  be  left  behind  again : 
we  marohed  at  nine  o'clock  tt^  next  morning,  and  the 
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thing  occurred  iBigain :  the  men,  still  mor^  ^xhttusieq, 
straggling  very  much,  and  they  could  not  keep  up  at  all. 
'On  the  morning  of  the  Sd,  my  brigade  appeared  extremely 
exhausted  very  soon  after  they  marched,  the  88th  particu- 
larly so ;  the  consequence  was,  we  were  obliged  to  bring 
tl)em  up  as  quick  as  we  possibly  could,  but  no  delay  was 
to.  be  made  on  the  march.    At  one  period  we  likewise  saw 
a  column  of  the  enemy,  who  appeared  to  be  on  the  same 
ride  of  the  river  on  which  we  were,  and  who  seemed  to 
intend  to  oppose  our  passing  the  river :  tlie  horsemen  soon 
dispersed,  and  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  ar- 
rived at  ttie  Chico  Pass  :  the  light  brigade  passed  first;  my 
brig^e  followed  in  succession  with  me  light  guns.     Ge- 
neral Crauiurd,  who  was  then  advancing  towards  the 
heights  beyond  the  Chuello,  sent  back  to  General  Gower 
to  say  that  he  meant  to  push  on  rapidly  over  the  heights. 
General  Gower  sent  word  to  him  that  he  might  advance, 
and  he  w^ould  support  him.  From  that  period,  by  the  delay 
of  crossing  the  river,  and  the  exhausted  state  of  the  men,  I 
saw  no  more  of  him.     I  proceeded  on  in  the  track  that  I 
supposed  the  light  brigade  had  gone,  and  continued  ofi 
some  way  till  I  heard  the  firing  begin.     I  urged  the  bri- 
g^e  to  proceed,  who  were  at  that  time  much  exhausted 
and  fatigued,  so  much  so,  that  many  of  them  were  drop- 
ping on  the  road,  and  I  ifound  I  should  lose  half  the  bri- 
gade ;  I  determined  to  carry  up  as  many  men  as  I  could  t 
the  evening  began  to  close  in,  and  I  was  without  any  fur- 
ther orders  than  that  I  have  stated.     I  continued  my  en- 
deavours to  pursue  the  light  brigade  by  the  sound  of  the 
firing,  and  sometimes  tracked  them  by  the  feet  mark,  and 
sometimes  by  the  sound,  and  at  last  I  lost  them  entirely. 
From  some  circumstances  that  I  observed,  and  flunking  that 
the  men  might  be  exposed  to  be  cut  to  pieces  in  narrow 
lanes,^  I  drew  them  off  to  the  left,  and  I  fortunately 
brought  up  my  brigade,  when  it  was  formed,  most  in  ad^ 
Vance  in  right  of  the  light  battialion.     I  had  been  upwards 
of  an  hour  completely  lost,  having  found  the  road  merely 
by  chance :  I  immediately  formed  on  the  right  of  the  light 
brigade :  I  could  not  arrive  in  time  to  get  any  assistance  t 
one  man  was  killed,  and  left  behind.    The  i^t  person  I 
met  with  was  Major  Trotter,  who  was,  by  that  time,  be- 
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fore ;  mc  I  licard  several  voices,  and  fortunately 

Major  Trotter  s  voice,  and  then  brought  up  my  brigade, 
and  immediately  inquired  of  Major  Trotter  where  General 
Craufurd  was  to  be  found,  or  General  Gower.      He  sai4f 
General  Gower  had  sent  orders  to  General  Craufurd  to 
retire.     Situated  as  we  were,  I  thought  it  advisable  to 
retire  also,  and  sent  to  tlie  Major-General  to  receive  bis 
orders.     General   Craufurd   said,  he  had  received  two 
.  oixiers;  one  of  them  peremptory  for  the  troops  to  £41 
back.     I  proceeded,  and  arrived  upon  tlie  grounds  at  the 
.  Miserere,  wiicre  I  tbund  Major-Cieneral  Gower,  and  re- 
^ported  my  arrival  to  him.     The  men  that  day  had  nothing 
to  eat  or  drink,  arMj^could  procure  nothing. 
Q.  Your  brigade  had  no  provision  on  the  2d. 
A.  Excepting  any  part  of  the  mutton  they  ipight  have 
reserved  the  night  beiore ;  they  had  no  bread  or  spirits, 
or  any  provisions  supplied  to  diem :  they  were  moviug 
fcqm  naio  o'clock  in  the  morning  till  nine  o'clock  at  night, 
as  near  as  I  c^  recollect.     1  he  troops  were  ordered  to 
fqrm  on  the  ground  they  tlien  occupied :  we  knew  nothing 
;Of  the  ground ;    the  night  was  dreadfully  wet  and  cold, 
and  the  men  lay  upon  the  open  ground  from  their  first 
marching  from  the  village  of  Barrajjon,  and  of  course  they 
were  never  dry,  having  been  wet  with  fording  tlie  river, 
except  in  a  degree  from  large  tires  being  kept  lighted  for 
cooking.     I  do  not  recollect  tliat  there  was  any  disturb- 
ance, or  any  tlimg  to  occasion  alarm.   We  remained  upon 
the  ground  witli  the  troops  on  tlie  3(\ ;  in  tlie  morning  the 
troops  were  ordered  under  arms,  and  formed  more  pro- 
perly in  line ;  the  left  of  it  was  thrown  l>ack  in  a  difterent 
direction.     I  do  not  recollect  any  thing  more  that  parti- 
cularly passiCiJ. 

Judge  Advocalc, — l7poii   this  narrative  I  will  trouble 
you  witli  a  very  few  question.^.      You  have  stated  that  the, 
dismounted  cavalry  were  ordered  to  take  their  horse  ap- 
pointments with  them  on  embarking  from  Monte  \ndeo : 
of  what  did  those  horse  appointnients  consist  ? 

A,  Of  their  bridles  and  saddles;  every  thing  belonging 
to  tlie  cavalry. 

Q.  What  cavalry . stores  were  made  away  with,  in  coo- 
sequence  of  the  order  you  have  spoken  of? 
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A.  To  enter  into  a  defiiil  of  the  i%'Ko(e  wotild  he  ex-^ 
tremely  voluminous;  but  they  consisted  of  all  spare  ajVf 
pokitinenls  betoAgitig  t<y  the  superminierarics^  the  men 
who  tvere  not  fit  for  duty,  or  likely  to  be  so,  as  I  before 
stated.  lam  not  speaking  of  camp  equipage;  that  we 
had  no  diealiiigs  with ;  that  was  dehvcred  ont,  or  taken 
from  them,  as  occasion  might  serve  ;  some  of  thcin  I  saw 
rotting  in  the  street,  and  some  w^ere  sold  to  the  inhabi- 
tGUitK.     I  saw  some  caps  sold  to  the  inhabitants. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  the  number  of  appointments  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell;  it  remained  with  the  commanding 
officers  of  regiments  to  deliver  in  their  returns. 

Q.  Was  there  any  reason  why  that  proportion  of  cavalry 
horse-ap)K>intments  which  it  was  not  thought  convenient 
to  embark  with  the  expedition,  might  not  have  been  left: 
in  store  at  Monte  Video  r 

A.  I  saw  no  reason,  and  know  of  no  reason. 

Q.  Were  the  regiments  composing  your  brigade,  which 
bid  been,  as  you  have  stated,  confined  on  board  trans- 
ports for  many  months,  in  equally  good  condition  for 
amrching  as  the  regiments  that  had  been  longer  in  the 
:omitry? 

A.  In  my  opinion,  certainly  not,  with  the  exception  of 
the  17th,  who  were  not  confined  on  board  the  ships;  the 
36th  and  88th  were. 

Q.  -Was  the  station  in  which  Licutenant-General  Wliitc- 
locke  was  to  be  found  durinj;  the  attack  of  the  .5th  of  July 
notified  to  the  Greneral  and  other  oliicers  commanding 
divisions  ? 

Ai  No,  not  to  my  recollection,  that  I  ever  heard  of. 

Q.  Was  the  place  of  retreat,  in  case  necessity  for  r^ 
trtating  had  occurred,  j)ointed  out  to  Generals  or  other 
officers  commanding  divisions  ? 

A,  I  never  heard  of  any  point  of  retreat. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  effective  strength  of  the  30th  and 
Sgth  regiments  composing  vour  brigade  on  the  moniing  of 
the  5th  of  July?  *^  : 

A.  The  two  regiments  could  not  have  exceeded,  I  tliink, 
1000  men ;  those  th^t  cmtered  the  town  (tiie  36th)  w6re 
stronger  than  tb6  88th ;  the  36tH  w^re  betweftn5  and  €00,- 
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and  the  88th  between  4  and  500 :    I  cannot  speak 
positively.  V        • 

Judge  Advocate. — I  have  no  toore  questiohs  to  ask  Ge«- 
peral  JLumley, 

Cross-examined  by  General  Whitehcke. 

Q.  Was  not  every  possible  exertion,  with  our  meana, 
made  to  increase  and  render  effective  the  cavalry,  during 
pay  stay  at  Monte  Video  ? 

A.  Witli  respect  to  procuring  the  horses,  it  certainly 
was ;  and,  I  believe,  also  with  respect  to  procuring  com  for 
them. 

Q.  Had  your  brigade  any  greater  distance  to  march 
on  any  day  after  you  landed  than  the  other  divisions  of 
the  army,  except  the  2d  of  July ;  and  did  not  the  main 
division  march  a  greater  distance  on  the  1st?  ^ 

A.  That  is  a  question  that  it  is  impossible  ior  nie  to 
answer;  fqr  I  never  knew,  accurately,  where  the  main  di« 
vision  was  on  the  night  of  the  30th. 

Judge  Advocate, — General  Whitelocke  sg.ys  he  has  no 
more  questions  to  ask  General  Lumlcy,  till  he  comes  upon 
bis  defence. 

Examined  by  the  Court. 

Q.  Did  you  see,  or  otherwbe  know,  the  contents  of  a 
letter  which  Major-General  Gower  received  from  lieur 
tenant-General  Whitelocke  on  the  2d  of  July? 

A.  I  never  saw  any  such  letter,  nor  know  the  contents 
Qf  it,  with  an  exception,  which  I  must  add,  that  on  send- 
ing proposals  into  the  town  on  the  3d,  he  had  some  paper 
in  his  hand,  and  be  said  he  had  authority  from  the  Lieu- 
tenant-General ;  but  whether  the  question  alludes  to  that 
or  not^  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say. 

Q.  Did  the  men  of  your  brigade  land  with  blankets  and 
nreat  coats,  and  did  they  bring  with  them  both  those  a^* 
Bdes  within  ttie  suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A-  They  did  land  with  them,  but  on  tlie  march  on  the 
1^  of  the  fnoiith  tow^ds  Reductipn>  before  we  currived  9t 
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kf  the  men  were  ordered  to  tiirow  away  their  blankets, 
much  about  the  time  that  Major-Generai  Gower  told  me 
he  intended  to  cross  the  Chuello  that  night. 

Q.  And  great  coats  ? 

A.  No,  only  blankets. 

Q.  Did  the  men  of  your  brigade  fall  back,  or  appear 
exhausted  by  then*  marches  on  the  S9th  and  30th  of 
June? 

A.  On  the  29th  they  certainly  did  latterly ;  on  the  30th 
it  was  a  very  short  march. 

Q.  What  was  the  strength  of  the  cavalry  regiipents  pec 
trpop,  that  disembarked  at  Ensenada  ? 

A.  Do  you  mean  mounted  or  dismounted? 

Q.  The  whole. 

jA.  The  whole  eight  tix)ops  amounted  to  about  550 
rank  and  file,  mounted  and  dismounted.  It  is  impossible 
lor  me  to  say,  with  respect  to  tlie  whole  of  the  cavalry, 
lor  the  mounted  were  not  then  under  my  command.  I 
can  speak  only  of  Uie  dismounted  of  tiie  17tli  light  dra* 
goons,  which  consisted  of  411  rank  and  tile,  or  there- 
abouts. 

Q.  When  you  were  ordered  to  head-quarters  on  the  4tli 
df  July  to  receive  directions  relative  to  the  attack,  did  you 
consider  yourself  as  called  upon  to  give  an  opinion  of  the 
plan  proposed  to  be  adopted,  or  did  you  express  your  ap- 
probation of  it? 

A.  I  certainly  never  considered  myself  called  upon,  in 
any  wav  whatever,  to  give  an  opinion  of  the  plan,  except, 
as  I  betore  stated,  as  to  the  time ;  nor  did  I  give  my  appro- 
bation of  it. 

Q.  How  long  were  the  horses  on  board  ship,  for  what 
period  were  tliey  provendered,  and  in  what  condition  did 
they  disembark  ? 

A.  Most  of  them  were  on  board  on  the  Sd  and  3d  of 
June,  till  the  day  of  disembarkation,  the  28th.  They  were 
originally  provisioned  for  three  weeks ;  but  I  was  after- 
wants  given  to  understand  by  the  Quarter-Master-General, 
that  the  supply  was  increased.  The  last  part  of  the  qiiies- 
tion,  with  respect  to  the  disembarkation,  I  cannot  answer, 
because  they  were  no  longer  under  my  command,  and  I 
?ftw  very  few  of  tliem. .  -        . .  ' 
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♦  Q.  How  long  were  they  on  board  before  the  main  body 
of  the  army  embarked  for  Monte  Video? 

A,  That  is  a  question  I  cannot  answer  accurately :' 
tliere  appeared  to  be  a  general  embarkation  of  comnus- 
eariate  s totes,  or  other  stores,  or  troops  ahnost  every  diiy, 
but  which  I  had  no  concern  with.  The  troops  I  caoiiot 
Bpeak  to,  they  were  not  under  my  command;  except  th^ 
17th  dragoons  and  the  gth ;  they  embarked  first.  I  believe 
the  17th  dragoons  had  embarked  previous  to  the  8th;  the 
whole  of  the  dismounted,  and  the  8th  dragoons,  embarked 
soon  afterwards.  Sometimes  the  weather  prevented  their 
embarking  more  than  a  company  in  a  day,  and  sometimes 
tliey  embarked  the  stores  in  preference.  Part  of  the  day 
was  emplo^'ed  in  embarking  troops,  and  part  in  embark- 
ing stores.  The  9th  light  dragoons,  I  believe,  did  not 
embark  till  after  the  14th. 

Q.  You  have  said  that  it  was  nearly  dark  when  yotf 
joined  Brigadier-General  Craufurd's  corps  on  the  Sd  of 
July. 

A.  It  was  completely  dark. 

Q.  You  have  also  stated,  that  your  men  were  naudi 
exhausted  during  that  day's  march.  Was  your  brigade  in 
a  condition,  at  the  time  of  your  junction,  to  have  supported 
an  attack  upon  the  town,  had  it  been  made  by  Brigadier- 
General  Craufurd's  corps,  or  was  there  sufficient  time 
for  it? 

A.  It  is  impossible  to  say  what  further  exertions  the 
spirits  of  such  men  would  have  enabled  tliem  to  make;  but^ 
at  that  time,  they  were  completely  exhausted  in  my  opi* 
nion,  and  their  assistance  would  have  been  very  inefficient 
having  been  marching  for  10  or  12  hours  without  any  food 
whatever.  In  my  opinion,  their  assistance  would  have 
been  very  inefficient ;  for  if  the  attack  had  been  made,  it 
must,  of  course,  have  been  a  night-attack. 

The  xvitness  xvithdrew. 

■ 

LieuienanUCohnel  Evan  Lhyd  calkd  in,  and  steam. 

The  Abstract  of  the  Charges  read. 
Judge  Advocate. — Q.    Did  you  conrniand  the   17l3» 
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l^^t  dragDons  in  the  ex:peilition  under  LieutenantrGetieral 
Whitelocke? 

A.  On  leaving  Monte  Video  I  commanded  ttie  17tb 
Uglit  dragons. 

,Q.  Will  you  state  the  effective  strength  of  that  re^ment 
a  men  and  horses^  and  in  preparation  for  service,  as  to  the 
trticlea  of  cavalry  equipment? 

A.  On  the  lat  of  May  vire  had  224  mounted,  and  tte 
Itamindcr  of  the  regiment  dismounted.  I  cannot  aq^wer 
that  very  accurately. 

Q.  What  was  tlie  remainder? 

A. '  The  whole  strengtii  of  the  regiment,  rank  and  file^ . 
was  about  595 ;  there  were  about  224  in  cantonments  at 
Monte  Video,  at*  Connelans,  and  I#£spado8 ;  ttiere  were 
tiro  troops  at  Connelans,  and  one  at  L'Espados. 

Q.  What  was  the  state  of  tlicir  preparation  for  service 
as  to  articles  of  cavalry  equipment  ? 

A.  Those  that  were  mounted  were  in  as  good  state,  as 
to  appointments,  as  tliey  could  possibly  be,  consistent  with 
the  nature  of  the  service  they  were  upon ;  and  tliey  were 
kept  ia  repair.  The  remainder  of  the  appointments  wore 
in  store  at  Monte  Video. 

Q.  Were  there  cavalry  appointments  for  the  whole  of 
flie  raiment  at  Monte  Video  ? 

A.  Completely. 

Q.  Was  any  part  of  the  articles  of  equipment,  l>elbnj^ng 
to  your  re^ment,  made  away  with  at  any  time  ? 

Judge  Advocate. — Before  I  proceed  in  the  examination 
tf  lieutenant-Colonel  Lloyd,  I  think  it  right  to  apprise  the 
Court  of  a  paper  which  is  just  put  into  my  hand  by  Lieu- 
tenant-General Whitelocke. 

Tke  paper  read  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Judge  Advocate. — ^That  is  undoubtedly  a  point  for  the 
Cpurt'to  consider,  with  respect  to  the  destruction  of  store? 
provided  at  home  for  the  purposes  of  the  expedition,  if  it 
{tppeai^s,  in  the  judgement  of  the  Court,  that  they  have  been- 
Wiproperly  made  away  with,  or  that  they  have  not  heaii' 
carried  with  the  expeditioa,  when  tliey  ought  to  have  beeir 
cmied  with  it.    It  is  for  the  Court  to  coimder,  whether 
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itis,  or  not,  a  fact  connected  with  the  conduct  of  the  expe- 
dition.  It  did  appear  to  me,  that  the  Court  having  de- 
cided that  any  circumstance  connected  with  the  comiact 
of  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  at  Monte  Video,  m 
making  preparations,  or  omitting  to  make  preparations,  for 
the  expedition  to  Buenos  Ayres,  was  connected,  and  came 
directly  within  the  substance  of  the  charges  preferred.  It 
is  wth  that  view  that  this  evidence  is  brought  forward  to 
prove,  that  stores  were  not  properly  disposed  of  which 
were  intended  for  the  service  of  the  expedition ;  what 
xveight  the  Court  may  think  fit  to  give  to  this  circumstance 
is  forM:heir  consideration :  but  the  Court  having  decided 
that  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke's  conduct  at  Monte 
Video,  and  previous  |d  it,  is  fit  evidence  to  be  received,  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  any  fact  respecting  it  can  be 
excluded^ 

The  Court  cleared. 

The  Court  resumed. 

President. — The  Court  are  ur^animously  of  opinion,  on 
referring  to  the  charges,  that  thb  inquiry  comes  mthin 
them. 

Q.  (Repeated).  Was  any  part  of  the  articles  of  equip- 
ment, belonging  to  your  regiment,  made  away  with  at  any 
time? 

A.  There  were. 

Q.  State  how  they  came  to  be  made  away  with. 

A.  By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Lumley. 

Q.  Can  you  state  the  amount  of  the  articles  so  made 
away  with? 

A.  Not  exactly. 

Q.  State  it  with  what  accuracy  you  can. 

A.  There  were  ten  sets  of  appointments,  and  a  good 
many  boots  of  each  troop  which  I  selected,  that  I  thou^t 
the  worst,  such  as  there  were  not  men  eftective  for,  that 
they  might  be  sent  to  England  to  the  ^Colonel  of  the  re^» 
ment,  or  to  be  disposed  of  tliere ;  that  was  the  order.  I 
selected  a  proportion  firom  every  troop  of  the  men  who  had 
died ;  those  were  to  go  to  England  for  that  purpose.  The 
regiment  having  embarked,  1  had  not  time  to  dispose  of 
them,  and  an  officer  was  left  in  charge  of  them  in  the  streets 
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There  were  a  certain  number  of  cloaks,  boots,  saddles^ 
carbines,  and  other  things,  which  were  left  behind  at  Monte 
Video,  in  consequence  of  not  being  allowed  to  take  them, 
by  order  of  General  Lumley;  and  they  were  left  in  the 
street  when  we  came  away. 

Q.  Might  tliey  not  have  been  left  in  store  at  Monte 
Video  but  for  that  order  ? 

A.  They  might  have  been  left  in  store  at  Monte  Video. 
The  only  reason,  1  believe,  why  they  were  turned  out  was, 
that  General  Whitelocke  had  made  an  arrangement,  that 
all  these  things  should  be  sent  to  £ngland  or  disposed  o^ 
'tiiat  there  should  be  no  more  ba^age  remaining  with 
^  army  than  for  the  effective  men,  and  it  was  in  con- 
sequence of  this,  that  General  *  Lumley  gave  us  that 
Dl'der. 

Q.  We  have  understood  from  other  witnesses  that  after, 
quitting  Monte  Video,  tlie  general  superintendence  of  tlie 
cavalry  devolved  upon  you? 

A-.*  Yes. 

Q.  State  the  effective  strength  of  your  regiment  in  mea 
and  horses,  and  cavalry  equipment,  on  the  528th  of  June^ 
upon  your  landing  at  £tarragon,  subsequent  to  your  land-* 
ing,  not  tliat  which  was  on  board,  but  that  which  was  ac- 
tuallv  landed. 

A.  I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  I  can  do  it  exactly,  but 
I  can  tell  you  very  near  it.  In  the  first  instance,  I  re- 
ceived an  order  to  send  a  captain  and  two  subalterns, 
with  a  proportionate  number  of  men,  with  General  Gower, 
as  he  went  on  in  advance. 

Q.  What  I  wish  to  know,  is  the  effective  strength  of  the 
regiment  immediately  upon  landing. 

A.  There  were  embarked,  two  captdns,  seven  subal- 
terns, two  quarter-masters,  eight  Serjeants,  two  trumpets, 
166  rank  and  file,  and  187  horses  mounted;  two  of  the 
horses  died  before  we  got  to  Colonia  on  the  passage,  se- 
veral were  lost  on  disembarking,  what  number  I  cannot 
exactly  tell ;  four  dismounted  troops,  consisting  of  a  field 
officer,  three  captains,  nine  subalterns,  six  quarter-masters, 
90  Serjeants,  seven  trumpets,  and  4 1 1  rank  and  file.  I 
thmk  the  >  whole  of  the  dismounted  disembarked  on  the  • 
I^Sth,  and  joined  the  rest  of  the  army  at  Ensenada.    Of 
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the  mountei]  cdvaliy,  on  the  next  day,  two  troops  were 
.ordered  to  be  dismounted,  and  their  saddles  sent  back  to 
the  ships,  and  tlicy  were  to  put  themselves  under  the  df- 
rection  of  the  coininissariate,  to  carry  provisions  or  sick, 
as  tlie  occasion  rerjuired.  The  remainder  of  the  mounted, 
about  30,  I  joined  uitii  at  Barragon,  upon  the  heights 
where  General  Whitelocke's  column  was. 

Q.  Were  those  30  that  you  speak  of,  the  whole  of  the 
cavalry  with  the  army  during  tlie  march  from  Knsenadt 
to  the  heights  ? 

A.  No,  there  were  40  then  with  General  Whitelocke ; 
I  was  not  with  them.  On  the  day  after  I  came  to  Bar- 
ragon,  the  30di,  I  was  ordered  to  remain  upon  a  particular 
duty  by  General  Whitelocke's  order,  superintending  the 
getting  provisions  for  his  column,  which  was  to  march  that 
day;  the  17th  light  dragoons  were  ordered  to  remain  Mth 
Colonel  ]\Iahon,  and  the  dth  light  dragoons  to  go  on  with 
the  General ;  in  consequence  of  which,  I  became  part  of 
Colonel  Mahon's  brigade.  The  whole  of  the  dragoons  went 
forward  with  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  and  Major- 
General  Gower,  except  the  number  of  thirty  tliat  I  had 
witli  me. 

Q.  Not  being  with  the  rest  of  the  army,  of  course  you 
cannot  tell  the  amount  of  the  cavalry  with  them. 

A.  No,  I  cannot:  I  saw  no  more  of  the  rest,  till  10 
men,  witli  an  officer,  were  sent  back  witli  a  dispatch  from 
General  Whitelocke. 

Q.  Can  you  recollect  whether  the  ten  dragoons  arrived 
at  Reduction  with  a  dispatch  from  Licutenant-General 
Whitelocke  on  the  2d  or  3d  ?  t 

A.  I  cannot  positively  say  which. 

Q.  On  \Wiat  day  did  Colonel  Mahon's  brigade  arrive  at 
Reduction  ? 

A.  It  was  the  1st  or  the  2d,  I  am  not  positive  which; 
I  tliink  it  was  the  1st. 

CrosS'Cupfnined  by  General  TVhitelocke. 

Q.  Was  it  not  from  the  public  storehouses  that  the 
stores  belonging  to  the  17th  light  dragoons  were  ordered 
to  be  removed  by  Brigadier-General  Lumley? 


A.  They  were  the  casements  belonging  to  the  garrison ; 
they  were  given  to  the  17th  light  dragoons  by  Sir  Samuel 
Achmuty,  for  tlie"  purpose  of  their  keeping  their  appoint- 
paents,  no  private  stores  being  to  b3  had  in  Monte 
Video. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  am  desired  to  ask  you,  what  be- 
came of  those  stores  belonging  to  the  1 7th  light  dragoons, 
in  consequence  of  that  order;  what  proportion  was  de- 
stroyed ? 

A.  I  cannot  exactly  say,  having  no  return ;  but  I  can  get 
a  return.  There  were  u  great  many  cloaks  and  caps,  and 
so  on.  I  do  not  tiiiiik  they  were  all  destroyed  ;  some  of 
them  the  officers  were  under  the  necessity  of  taking  with 
them.     I  picked  the  worst  of  the  tilings  of  course. 

Q.  Had  you  not  a  return  of  the  articles  lo^t,  and  the 
articles  sent  back  to  Enirland  ? 

A.  There  were  none  sent  to  Enscland ;  we  had  not  time, 
rhese  tilings  were  turned  out  of  the  store,  and  sucli  things 
aft  «ve  could  not  take  with  us,  remained  in  the  street,-  they 
irere  lost.  We  brouiHit  some  back  with  us ;  I  took  them 
viitb  ine  because  I  could  not  dispose  of  them :  every  officer 
did  not  leave  tliem  in  the  street. 

Q.  Those  tiiat  were  left  in  the  street  you  never  saw 
again. 

A.  No. 

Geim^al  fy/iitehcke.*—Q.  Was  any  return  ever  made 
athead-quartersofany  loss  of  appointment,  or  application 
for  indemnity  ? 

A.  Yes;  I  made  an  applicatiou  to  a  Board  of  claim?. 
Adjourned. 
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ELEVENTH  DAY. 

WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  10,  1808. 

Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  called  in,  and  sworrL 

m 

A  paper  containing  the  points^  to  which  the  witness  was 
desired  to  direct  his  attention^  was  read  by  the  Judge 
Advocate f  and  put  into  the  hands  of  the  witness. 

Thejirst  and  second  charges  tead. 

Judge  Advocate. — Be  so  good  as  begin  your  narrative 
from  the  period  stated  in  that  paper. 

A.  General  Whitelocke  landed  unexpectedly  at  Mcmtie 
Video,  on  tlie  night  of  the  10th  of  May,  and  the  next 
morning  he  requested  that  I  would  consult  with  General 
Gower  on  all  measures  relative  to  tlie  military.  Before  I 
could  communicate  with  General  Gower,  he  had  already 
assumed  a  command  over  the  troops,  and  issued  orders: 
from  tliat  day  until  the  army  was  brigaded,  a  few  days  be- 
fore the  army  was  embarked  for  Buenos  Ayres,  I  had  no 
particular  command  or  interference  with  the  troops  at 
head-quarters,  except  twice  that  the  line  was  under  arms, 
and  I  was  requested  by  General  Gower  to  take  tlie  com- 
mand of  tlie  infantry.  A  few  days  after  the  General  s  ar- 
rival, I  was  requested  by  him  to  accompany  General 
Gower,  and  examine  all  the  ships  in  the  haibour,  and  to 
select  those  which  appeared  fit  for  the  navigation  of  the 
river.  With  this  exception,  I  was  not,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  consulted,  or  employed,  in  any  arrangements 
or  equipment  for  taking  tlie  field.  In  civil  matters  and  ar- 
rangements respecting  the  out-poats  of  the  army,  I  was 
frequently,  and  at  first  generally,  consulted :  I  was  privy 
to  many  conversations  at  head-quarters,  as  to  the  practi- 
cability of  carrying  on  operations  at  that  advanced  season 
of  the  year,  as  well  as  the  most  advisable  place  for  the 
army  to  land.  A  landing  above  the  town,  it  was  evident, 
would  be  attended  with  the  fewest  difficulties ;  but  it  was 


doubdbl  if  die  (channel  would  permit  our  approach.  The 
Assistant  Qoarter-Master-General  had  been  dispatched, 
previous  to  the  General's  arrival,  with  proper  naval 
officers,  to  examine  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  on  his  re- 
turn the  Dcputy-Quarter-Master-General  was  also  sent  up; 
and  I  understood  from  his  report,  that  it  was  nearly  im- 
practicable to  land  above  the  town.  I  was  also  present 
at  the  examination  of  many  persons  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  country  below  the  town.  From  what  I  could  col- 
lect, it  was  very  difficult,  but  not  impracticable,  to  pass 
the  morass,  between  the  river  and  the  heights,  at  any  sea- 
son ;  and  the  General  assured  me,  that  he  could  without 
any  difficult  throw  a  bridge  over  the  Chuello.  From  this 
I  conduded,  that  he  meant  to  land  below  the  town ;  but  ^ 
I  was  not  privy  to  his  final  determination.  When  the  troops 
under  General  Craufurd  arrived,  I  intimated  to  the  Gene- 
ral that  I  conceived  that  a  mild,  but  finn,  letter  to  the 
Governor  of  Buenos  ^Wres  would  be  attended  with  good 
consequences ;  and  I  offered  to  carry  it  myself.  The  Ge- 
neral approved  of  the  idea,  and  requested  me  to  make  x)ut 
the  draft  of  one.  He  afterwards  acquainted  me  that  he  ap- 
proved of  the  letter,  but  thouglit  it  advisable  to  delay  any 
summons  until  he  appeared  before  tlie  town.  I  was  un- 
acquainted with  any  further  steps  taken  to  induce  the  ene- 
my, by  negociation,  to  surrender  the  town.  On  the  1 7th  of 
June,  1  embarked  for  Colonia,  with  tlie  troops  lately  ar- 
rived from  the  Cape.  I  was  to  take  the  command  tliere 
mitil  the  remainder  of  the  troops  came  up ;  but  I  had  no 
particular  instructions  respecting  that  post.  Having  a  long 
passage,  General  Gower  arrived  there  the  same  day; 
and  when  I  waited  upon  him  the  next  morning,  the  2jth 
af  June,  he  was  dismantling  the  works,  intending  to  evacu- 
ate the  place.  This  was  effected  the  following  day;  and  the 
troops  there  sailed  to  join  the  Admiral.  The  Admiral  came 
to  anclior  that  afternoon  off  Ensenada  de  Barragon;  and 
orders  were  that  evening  issued  for  the  light  brigade  and 
my  brigade  to  land  the  next  morning.  ]\Iany  of  the  ships 
with  my  brigade  had  not  yet  joined,  nor  was  it  possible  to* 
notify  to  them  all  the  order  I  had  received,  or  to  prepare 
provisions.  As  the  night  was  raipy,  the  disembarkation  was 
not  effected  till  the  next  morning,  the  $2  3th.     The  troops 
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landed  with  three  days'  provisions,  dressed.     My  lirigftdb 
consisted  of  the  5th,  the  38th,  and  87th  regiments,  about 
£000  rank  and  file ;  the  two  latter  inured  to  the  climatt 
and  to  the  service,  in  high  order,  and  with  every  necessary 
equipment  for  the  field,  except  tliat,  equally  with  the  rest 
of  the  army,  they  landed,  and  marched  without   camp 
equipage,  or  camp-kettles.     The  5th  regiment  had  just  ar- 
rived witli  General  Craufunl,  in  high  order  and  equipment 
A  strong  brigade  of  artilleryjivas  to  be  attached  to  me,  but 
it  never  joined  me.   Immediately  on  landing,  the  38th  and 
87th  regiments  were  detached  trom  me,  and  I  was  left  with 
tlie  5th  at  the  battery  near  the  landing  place.     No  oppo* 
sition  was  made  to  the  landing,  nor  did  I  see  any  of  the 
enemy.     The  next  morning,  tlie  29th,  I  marclied  with  the 
General,  and  tiie  main  body  of  the  army,  to  the  hei^tSi 
about  five  miles  off,  tlirough  a  fiat  country,  tlie  greatest 
part  of  it  under  water,  or  a  great  part  of  it  under  water 
in  places  two  and  three  feet  deep,  and  intersected  with 
very  deep  swamps.     Tins  march  took  us  the  greater  part 
of  the  day,  and  the  troops  were  much  fatigued.     Thb 
principal  ustantia,  tlie  country-house,  where  we  halted, 
was  not  abandoned;  but 'what  information  the  General 
gained  there  I  am  ignorant  of.    A  few  of  the  enemy's  horse 
reconnoitred  us  in  this  position.     The  38tli  and  87th  regi- 
ments were  left  at  this  station,  and  again  joined  me.    The 
line  was  ordered  to  march  at  nuie  o'clock  in  tlie  morning  of 
the  30th ;  but  as  Reduction  was  two  long  marches  from 
us,   and  tlie  men  had  but  one  day's  provision  in  ttieir 
knapsacks,  if  any  remained  after  tlie  severity  of  the  mardv 
frequently  np  to  their  middles  in  water,  I  observed  to 
the  General  that  I  was  more  apprehensive  of  danger  6rom 
want  of  provisions,  than   from  the  enemy  :  and  afler^ 
w*a'rcts  upon  his  expressing  some  disappointment  respect- 
ing the  commissariat,  and  remarking,  that  he  found  he 
must  be  a  Commissary,  as  well  as  a  General,  at  one  time^ 
and  a  store-keeper  at  another,  I  took  the  liberty  of  say- 
ing to  him,  that  if  a  General  did  not  attend  himself  to  the 
f^ipply  of  his  troops,  they  would   olten  want  provis^ions. 
l^revious  to  our  marching  tliis  day,  a  fiock  of  sheep  had 
been  discovered,  and  brought  into  camp;  but  it  was  so  late 
before  they  could  be  secured^  that  ttiougli  the  General  de- 
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layed  the  march  for  the  purpose,  few  of  the  men  obtained 
more  than  one  day's  consumption  of  meat,  many  not  so 
much ;  they  carri^  it  uncooked  :  and  some  biscuit,  not 
equal  to  a  day's  consumption,  was  issued  on  the  march. 
My  brigade  came  to  their  ground  at  Roderigo's  before  sun- 
set.   I  was  sent  between  three  and  four  miles  in  advance 
with  the  carabineers  of  the  9th  dra^joons,  the  45th  regi- 
ment, and  part  of  the  95th :  we  arrived  at  our  ground  at 
dusk.    The  march  this  day,  and  the  next,  was,  in  general, 
upon  rising  ground,  with  a  fine  turf  that  intersected  every 
two  or  three  miles  with  swamps  and  creeks,  some  of  them 
very  difficult  to  pass,  all  of  them  deep  for  the  troops  to 
wade  through,  who  were  never  dry  during  the  march. 
Many  horseman  made  their  appearance  this  day,  and  at 
night  there  was  some  firing  at  my  piquets.     The , next  day, 
the  first  of  my  division  was  under  arms  at  day-light,  wait- 
ing for  the  rear ;  they  arrived  at  eight  o'clock :  they  were 
to  have  joined  me  much  sooner  than  that ;  and  we  again 
marched.  I  bad  pressed  the  General  to  let  me  march  with- 
out waiting  for  them,  as  the  march  was  long ;  and  I  con- 
ceived, that  both  divisions  would  move  with  more  ease, 
and  come  sooner  to  their  ground,  separated  than  when 
united :  this  the  General  would  not  permit,  observing, 
that  he  wished  to  accustom  the  troops  to  march  with  re- 
gularity.    The  march  tliis  and  the  preceding  day  had  been 
much  impeded  by  frequent  halts.   We  arrived  at  Reduction 
by  dusk :  most  of  the  troops  had  meat  issued  to  them  in 
the  course  of  the  evening.     We  saw  many  of  the  enemy's 
horsemen  in  the  course  of  the  day ;  but  the  few  houses  we 
passed  by,  both  yesterday  and  this  day,  as  well  as  the  vil- 
lage of  Reduction,  were  abandoned.    Parties  were  ordered 
to  Quilmes,  to  bring  up  provisions  and  liquors,  for  the  com- 
munication with    the   shipping  was  now  restored ;    and 
butchers  were  sent  early  in  the  morning  to  prepare  meat 
for  the  men.     On  returning  fronfi  reconnoitring  the  next 
QHMming,   the  2d,    I  waited  upon  the  General,  and  ex- 
pressed.my  hopes  that  he  would  rest  the  troops,  at  least 
that  day,  as  they  were  nearly  exhausted,  and  the  advanced 
<;Qip8,  from  the  numbers  that  were  left  at  Reduction,  ap» 
peared  still  more  fatigued.    The  General  replied,  that  it 
would  depend  upon  the  result  of  a  letter  from  General 
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Gower;  and  soon  after  I  was  ordered  to  beat  to  arms, 
and  leave  tlie  meat  then  ready  to  be  cut  in  pieces  on  the 
ground.     I  again  noticed  to  the  Geueral-that  the  troops 
were  without  provisions:  his  reply  was»  "  Don't  you  see  itk 
^^  goh)g  to  rain."    As  tlie  troops  did  not  marcli  imme- 
diately, I  still  hoped  the  men  might  take  some  of  the  meat 
in  their  haversacks,  but  they   were  prevented  from  re- 
moving it,  as  I  understood,  by  the  Generals  orders :  whe- 
ther it  was  so  or  not  I  do  not  know.    We  were  about  lo 
march  to  our  right  by  the  great  road  leading  to  the  ad- . 
vanced  corps ;  but  immediately  before  we  movedt  I  wa$ 
informed,  that  the  route  was  changed,  and  we  marched 
from,  our  left  about  10  o'clock.  The  first  part  of  the  march 
was  good,  but  we  afterwards  got  into  low  swampy  ground, 
with  a  very  difhcult  puss,  and  the  men  had  to  ijirade  a 
long  way  in  tlie  water.     Between  two  and  three,  o'clocki 
immediately  after  leaving  tlie  swamp,  the  General  sent  for 
me  to  the  front,  and  asked  my  opinion  about  proceeding: 
he  ob$ei*Vcd,  that  his  guide  had  deceived  him ;  that  m 
ford  of  the  Chuello  was  still,  by  his  account,  many  miles 
ofi*;  that  there  was  no  chance  of  reaching  it  before  dark} 
that  he  had  secured  cattle  for  the  troops,  and  where  he  then 
was,  there  was  a  sufficiency  of  firing  to  cook  their  meat 
From  tliis  statement,  and  knowing  that  the  troops  were 
completely  exhausted,  I  was  decidedly  of  opinion  we  had 
better  halt  where  we  were.     I  must  here  observe,  it  was 
then  near  three  o'clock,  and  the  day  closed  at  five.    Plenty 
of  meat,  and  half  a  day  s  bread,  was  issued  to  the  troops. 
The  troops  were  rather  discontented  this  evening ;  and,  at 
my  suggestion,  an  oixlcr  was  issued  by  the  General,  en- 
couraging tlicui  to  do  their  duty  cheerfully.    In  tlie  interim; 
we  heard  the  firing  of  the  advanced  corps,  and  the  Gene- 
ral appeared  to  be  cxtrenicly  uneasy  at  the  awkward  situa* 
tJon  in  which  he  was  placed.      He  asked  my  opinion, 
whether  I   conceived  General  Gower  sufficiently  strong 
to  resist  the  enemv.  I  answered,  that  unless  he  advanced 
into  the  tow  u,  I  was  persuaded  there  could  be  no  danger, 
whatever  nunil>ers  miglit  oppose  him.    lie  appeared. more 
satisfied  with  this  remark,  and  observed,  he  had  spliigh 
an  opinion  of  General  Crower,  that  he  was  persuaded  he 
would  not  attempt  the  town  witliout  him,    -We  aiarclied 
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an  hour  before  day-li^  on  the  nuNrning  of  the  Set. 
MiDtry  we  passed  through  was  low,  and  at  timet 

5;  a  little  more  raia«  it  was  raining  tben^  and  had 
^art  of  the  night;  would  have  rendered  it  impassar 
kbout  noon  wc  came  to  a  ford  on  the  river  Chuello ; 
id  not  pas&  it  We  soon  came  to  a  Sd,  which  we  - 
iy  the  ford  was  narrow ;  but  deep  in  one  place  near 
set.  Not  long  after,  I  ima^ne,  between  two  and 
r  a'dock,  we  communkated  with  Major-General 
Rr  My  brigade  was  ordered  to  take  up  a  position  with 
At  jobing  General  Lumley's  left,  and  extending 
■i  Ifae  RecoUata.  On  approaching  it  I  found  that 
«i  Lumley's  brigade  had  retired^  and  the  enemy's 
iM|Mi  were  advancing  to  it.  I  foirmed  my  brigade  in 
V  ef  the  position  and  reconnoitred  it^  add  when'  the 
i  €0  my  right  were  prepared  to  regain  their  position^ 
need  and  occupied  it  Some  ok  the  enemy's  shot 
ii.tbe  line  as  tiiey  advanced,  botii  before  and  as  we 
■Ivancing.  As  soon  as  the  brigade  was  fiMrmed  it 
■i4,  and  the  rain  foil  in  torrents.  The  men  were 
Md  inliouses,  and  received  an  allowance  of  biscuit 
■eliqoor.  There  was  much  firing  during  the  ni^t  at 
t*poats,  which  I  endeavoured  to  prevent,  as,  from  the 
•  made  me,  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  fow  if  any 
enemy  approached  us :  I  speak  of  my  own  borigade.. 
Ibe  next  morning,  the  4th,  I  found  the  enemy  had 
nod  my  left  flank,  and  were  in  considerable  num^ 
k  toy  rear.  I  removed  the  left  wing  of  the  SSlh  re* 
1^  the  regiment  on  my  left,  to  the  tear :  after  some 
eke  enemy  retired.  It  was  now  near  ten  o'clock, 
dragoon  informed  me  the  General  was  waiting  for 
head-quarters.  On  way  arrival  there  the  General  in**  ^ 
i  aie  that  the  principal  officers  of  tbo  army  had  been  [/ 
g  fov  me  about  two  hours.  On  investigation,  it  proved 
teattral  Gower  s  Aid-de-Camp  bad  been  sent  to  me 
'-light,  but  he  never  reached  me ;  he  had  been  takea 
lar  on  the  way.  I  fomd  tber  Generab  and.  Fidid 
rs  in  possession  of  a  plan  of  attack  which  was  ta  - 
lied  into  execution  at  13  o'clock.  It  was  expUuMd  to 
t  Colonel  Bourke,  who  had  a  plan  of  the  town  before 
lobseryed  to  the  Geneiai,  that  the  r^^unants  of  siy  . 
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brigade  were  totally  unacquainted  with  the  intended  at» 
tack,  and  I  apprehended  there  would  not  be  time  to  com- 
municate it  to  them,  and  make  the  necessary  arrange* 
ments  for  carrying  it  into  execution.  I  also  observed^ 
having  previously  conversed  witli  some  of  the  principal 
officers,  that  mid-day  was,  in  my  opinion,  an  improper  time 
to  march  through  the  streets  of  a  populous  city ;  and  I 
conceived  we  should  penetrate  further  without  serious  loss 
if  the  attack  was  deferred  till  day-li^ht  tlie  next  morning. 
Tiic  General  mentioned  this  proposition  to  General  Gower, 
tlie  room  being  previously  cleared  of  all  the  officers  except 
the  Generals  and  Colonel  Pack ;  and  General  Gower  ac- 
quiesced in  the  propriety  of  its  being  deferred  till  day-li^t 
the  next  morning.  An  officer  was  copying  for  me  the  gene- 
ral orders  for  tlie  attack ;  but  General  Gower  observed, 
tliat  there  was  an  alteration  in  them,  and  he  would  send 
me  a  correct  copy  in  an  hour :  I  received  it  in  the  course 
of  tlic  afternoon.  I  left  head-quarters  with  tlie  Deputy- 
Quarter- Master-General,  who  was  to  point  out  to  me  the 
heads  of  the  streets  the  column  of  my  brigade  were  to 
occupy  tlie  next  morning.  But  intelligence  being  received 
that  the  enemy  were  coming  out  of  tlie  town  in  force,  I 
repaireil  to  my  brigade,  and  soon  after  had  orders  to  retire 
to  the  rear,  in  hopes  of  enticing  tlie  enemy  to  advance.  We 
remained  under  arms  the  principal  part  of  the  day  ;  and 
when  tlie  brigade  re-occupied  their  ground,  the  ]>eputy- 
Quarter-Master-General  pointed  out  to  me  the  different 
streets  through  which  the  columns  were  to  penetrate.  I 
then  explained  to  the  field  officers  the  routes  of  their 
columns,  and  gave  directions  for  their  being  properly 
placed  in  time  tlie  next  morning ;  and  I  desired  them  to 
send  for  the  tools  that  had  been  ordered.  By  this  time  it 
was  dai  k :  and  frequently  during  the  night  it  was  reported 
to  me  that  attempts  had  been  made  to  obtain  tlie  took 
witliout  success  :  a  few.  from  tlie  houses  I  was  in  posses- 
sion of. 

The  narrative  given  by  Sir  Samuel  Achmuiy^  read  over 
to  him. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  will  thank  you  to  state,  what  com- 
munication you  made  to  General  Whitelocke  of  tlie 
strength  of  the  enemy,  liis  means  and  disposition  to  re- 
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sist,  upon  General  Will tclocke's  arrival  at  Monte  Video; 
and  likewise  whatever  information  you  knovr  General 
Whitelocke  to  have  received,  subsequent  to  his  arrival, 
from  other  quarters,  with  regard  to  the  strength  of  tlie 
eoemyy  his  means  and  disposition  to  resist. 

A.  In  my  communications  with  the  General  immedi- 
i^ly  upon  his  arrival,  I  acquainted  him  that  the  inhal)it- 
ants  were  so  inimical  to  us,  I  could  gain  little  intorination 
from  Buenos  Ay  res,  and  that  little  was  not  to  be  depend- 
ed on;  ttiat  General  Beresford  had  better  means  or  in- 
formation tlian  it  was  in  my  power  to  obtain,  and  he  hiid 
iofonned  me,  that  the  number  of  the  regular  troops  tiiC 
enemy  possessed  were  few,  and  their  Genei*al  by  no  means 
a  man  of  abilities;  that  they  had  a  large  body  ot  men  in 
aims,  and  a  very  powerful  train  of  artillery.  I  was  un- 
acquainted with  their  intentions  or  plans  for  the  defence 
of  the  town;  nor  am  I  acquainted  with  any  particular  in- 
fonnation  tlie  (ieneral  afterwards  obtained.  I  must  be 
understood  to  say,  that  this  is  the  purport  of  wl:*it  1  said 
to  the  General;  I  do  not  recollect  the  exact  words  that 
I.  used. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  upon  the  arrival  of  General 
Craufurd,  you  proposed  to  General  Whitelocke  to  send 
amild,  but  firm,  letter  to  the  Spanish  Commander,  m  hich 
measure  General  Whitelocke  approved,  and  desired  you 
would  send  him  a  draft  of  tlie  letter  you  proposed ;  have 
jqu  kept  a  copy  of  that  draft  .^ 
A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Will  you  state,  tlien,  the  substance  of  tlie  draft  of 
diat  letter  ? 

A.  I  could  not  recall  it  to  my  memory  sufficient  to 
Italethe  substance;  but  I  should  suppose  tlie  General's 
tecretary  has  the  draft.  I  destroyed  the  letter  before  I 
Mnt  up  to  Buenos  Ayres. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  you  went  to  Colonia,  from 
Moute  Video;  do  you  know  whether  all  the  storco  and 
horpes  wrere  brought  away  from  Colonia;  if  not,  what 
stores  and  horses  were  left  there  ? 

A  I  am  totally  unacquainted  w  ith  ever)'  thing  that  was 
done  at  Colonia,  except  that  the  ordnance  was  destroyed, 
and  thrown  mto  the  river^  and  the  place  evacuated. 
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CL  Why  was  Colonia  at  first  chosen  as  the  place  of 
rendezvous,  and  afterwards  abandoned  ? 

A.  I  am  not  acquainted  why. 

Q.  Would  not  tlie  possession  of  Colonia  have  ^ven  a 
commanding  influence  over  the  left  banlc  of  the  Plata,  of 
great  importance  to  the  operations  in  which  the  army 
might  be  expected  to  engage  after  tlie  surrender  of  Buenos 
Ayres  ? 

A.  G)lonia  was  the  only  fortified  post  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  river  above  Monte  Video,  and  consequently  inw;t 
always  have  been  of  importance. 

Q.  YoO  have  stated  that  a  strong  brigade  of  artillery 
was  to  be  attached  to  your  brigade;  can  you  tell  why  they 
did  not  join  you  ? 

A.  I  know  not  whether  the  Greneral  had  any  particular 
reasons  for  leaving  it  in  the  rear,  but  from  the  rapidity  of 
our  march,  and  the  badness  of  the  roads,  it  was  hardly 
possible  it  could  join. 

Q.  What  artillery  had  you  with  your  division  ? 

A.  I  had  none  with  my  brigade  ? 

Q.  Can  you  tell  how  it  happened  that  the  main  body 
of  tlie  army  was  in  want  of  bread  and  spirits  so  early  as 
the  29th? 

A.  The  difficulty  of  bringing  spirits  across  the  swamp 
sufficiently  accounted  for  our  want  of  liquor.  I  have  al- 
ready given  in  evidence,  that  the  troops  marched  on  the 
28th,  with  three  days'  provisions;  though  I  apprehend  most 
of  tlie  biscuit  must  have  been  destroyed  in  wading  through 
the  water  on  the  28th  and  29th. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  what  became  of  the  quantity  of  pro» 
visions  landed  at  Ensenada  for  the  use  of  the  army  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell;  but!  have  already  given  in  evidenoe, 
that  on  tiie  S8th  in  the  morning,  there  was  some  bisaut 
issued,  though  not,  I  believe,  a  day's  consumption ;  and 
again  on  the  2d  in  the  afternoon ;  the  day  we  marched 
from  Reduction,  we  lhi\d  some  biscuit  issued. 

Q.  Is  the  Court  to  understand,  that  from  the  evening  of 
the  30th  to  the  2d,  there  was  no  provision  firom  the  com- 
missariate  ? 

A.  None  that  I  recollect;  except  that  some  of  the  troops 
bad  meat  issued  to  them  at  Reduction. 


^99 

Q.  I  understood  that  that  was  meat  frond  tbe  country. 

A.  It  was  from,  the  country;  but  it  was  issued  by  the 
commissariate. 

CL  Can  you  state  what  supply  of  spirits  was  issued  to 
the  main  body  of  the  army,  from  tlie  time  of  landing  at 
Ensenada,   during  the  march  to  Reduction^ 

A.  My  brigade  received  spirits  either  the  29th  or  SOth, 
t  do  not  recollect  which ;  at  no  other  time.  I  cannot  speaJc 
so  particularly  as  to  the  spirits  received  by  the  men,  as  it 
was  not  of  so  much  consequence  as  some  other  things. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  more  mounted  dragoons  to  have    ^ 
scoured  the  country,  would  not  the  country  have  afford- 
ed an  ample  supply  of  provisions  for  the  army  ? 

A.  Most  certainly,  with  the  assistance  of  the  natives  of 
the  country,  who  alone  can  catch  the  cattle. 

4dL  I  believe  it  is  understood,  that  the  persons  who  are 
employed  in  catching  cattle,  are  called  Lassomen? 

A.  They  are. 

Q.  Were  any,  and  what  number  of,  Lassomen  ac- 
cttDpanying  the  army  for  that  purpose  ? 

A.  We  had  some  Lassomen,  but  I  am  not  acquainted 
whether  they  were  with  the  inain  body  of  the  anny,  or 
with  the  advance  of  the  army. 

ft.  Do  you  know  of  any  orders  having  been  given,  or 
precautions  taken,  by  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke, 
upon  this  subject  ? 

A.  An  order  was  issued  on  the  28th  of  June,  forbid* 
dipg  the  troops  on  any  account  to  take  provisions  them- 
selves, without  paying  for  it,  as  arrangements  had  been 
Ibade  by  the  commissary.  I  recollect  an  order  something 
of  that  kind.  I  have  mentioned  in  my  evidence,  that  when 
jjirovisions  were  issued  to  the  troops,  I  knew  of  no  other 
krrakigements. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  some  provisions  wereproaired 
firom  the  fleet  at  Point  Quilmes.  When  the  army  arrived 
at  Reduction,  would  there  have  been  any  difficulty  in  pro- 
curing such  a  supply  from  the  fleet,  as  the  necessitie!;  of 
the  army  required,  by  the  same  means  of  communication? 

A.  Provisions  might  certainly  have  been  obtained  for 
&e  army,  but  not  without  difficulty;  for  they  must  have 
been  brought  over  a  morass  of  about  two  miles. 
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Q.  I  think  I  understood  you,  that  some  provisions  were 
obtained  in  this  i^ay. 

A.  I  mentioned  in  my  evidence,  that  parties  had  been 
sent  to  obtain  provisions.  I  concluded  that  provisions 
were  there,  because  parties  had  been  sent  for  tliat  purpose ; 
but  I  cannot  say  positively  that  there  were. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  of  your,  own  knowledge,  whether 
any  provisions  were  obtained  from  the  fleet  at  Point  Quil- 
xnes,  for  the  use  of  the  army? 

A.  I  conclude  there  were,  as  parties  were  sent  to  re- 
reive  provisions. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Lieu  tenant-General  White- 
locke  received  any,  and  what,  information  at  Reduction 
of  the  position  and  strength  of  the  enemy  on  the  Chuello? 

A.  I  do  not  know. 
:  Q.  You  have  stated,  that  on  returning  from  RecoUata, 
en  the  morning  of  the  2d,  you  waited  upon  General 
Whitelocke,  and  expressed  a  hope  tliat  he  would  rest 
Ifae  troops  at  least  that  day,  as  tliey  were  nearly  exhaust- 
ed, and  the  advanced  corps,'  from  the  numbers  that  were 
left  behind  at  Reduction,  appeared  still  more  tatigued: 
that  the  General  replied,  it  would  depend  upon  the  result 
of  a  letter  from  Major-General  Gower,  and  that  soon  after 
you  were  ordered  to  beat  to  arms,  and  leave  tiie  meat,  then 
ready  to  be  cut  in  pieces,  on  tlie  ground :  tliat  you  a^un 
noticed  to  General  Whitelocke,  that  the  troops  were  with- 
out provisions,  and  his  reply  was.  Do  not  you  see  it  is 
going  to  rain  ?  my  question  upon  that  is,  can  you  state 
any  more  particulars  upon  the  subject  of  the  conversation 
you  had  with  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  previous  to 
your  march  on  tlie  morning  of  the  2d  ? 

A.  I  recollect  no  further  particulars ;  nor  do  I  believe 
any  further  conversation  passed  of  any  consequence :  I  am 
certain  the  conversation  ended  with  the  General's  remark, 
po  not  you  see  it  is  going  to  rain  ? 

Q.  At  what  hour  was  this? 

A.  I  should  imagine  near  nine  o'clock,  about  nine, 

Q.  pid  you  know,  before  this  conversation,  tliat  Lieu- 
tcnaptr General  Whitelocke  had  dispatched  any  letter,  or 
any  order,  to  Major-General  Gower? 

A.  I  dW  not.   The  Court  will  regoUect  there  were  two 
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conversations  passed  between  General  Whiteloclce  and  me ; 
that  in  the  iirst,  I  pressed  the  General  to  remain  there 
during  tlie  day,  and  he  said  that  would  depend  upon  the 
result  of  a  letter  from  General  Gower :  I  was  ordered  to 
beat  to  arms,  and  then  it  was  1  told  him  the  troops  were 
without  provisions. 

Q.  Did  General  Whitelocke  make  any,  and  what,  ob- 
servation on  your  remark  upon  tlie  exhausted  state  of  the 
main  body  of  the  army,  and  upon  tliat  of  the  advanced 
corps,  which  you  judged  of  from  tlie  number  that  was 
left  at  Reduction  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  any  particular  remark  made  by 
the  General:  the  General  probably  might  have  made  a  re- 
mark^ but  I  do  not  recollect  any. 

Q.  You  have  said,  that  soon  after  Lieutenant-General 
Hfhitelocke  had  stated  that  his  determination  would  de- 
pend upon  a  letter  from  General  Gower,  you  were  ordered 
to  beat  to  arms  :  do  you  know,  in  the  interval,  if  Lieute* 
nant-General  Whitelocke  had  received  any  lettei^  from 
Major-General  Gower? 

A.  I  do  not 

Q.  I  understand,  from  your  evidence,  that,  upon  tic 
troops  being  ordered  to  beat  to  arms,  you  again  saw  Ge 
neral  Whitelocke. 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  You  noticed  to  him  the  want  of  provisions  of  the 
nuun  body,  and  his  answer  was.  Do  not  you  see  it  is  going 
to  rain  ?  did  he,  or  did  he  not,  at  that  time,  say  any  tiling 
of  any  information  he  had  received  from  Major-General 
Gower  ? 

A.  He  did  not. 

Q.  I  believe  it  rained  on  the  night  of  the  1st:  what 
weather  was  it  on  the  2d  of  July,  when  you  marched? 

A.  On  the  night  of  the  1st  we  had  a  few  drops  of  rain^ 
but  very  little ;  the  2d  was  very  cloudy,  and  had  much 
the  appearance  of  heavy  rain :  it  rained  a  little  in  tlie  af- 
teinoon,  and  again  at  two  o  clock  in  tlie  morning  of 
the  3d. 

Q.  You  have  stated,  that  the  first  order  of  the  march 
was  to  the  right  by  the  great  road  leading  to  the  advanced 
torps,  but  immediately  before  we  moved^  I  was  informed 
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that  the  route  was  changed,  and  we  marched  from  t>ar  left 
about  ten  o'clock  :  can  you  state  tlie  reason  of  the  tfaange 
of  the  route  ? 

A.  I  inquired  of  the  Deputy-Quarter- Ma$ter*G«iCnd 
tiie  reason,  and  was  informed  by  liim,  that  the  guide  had 
promised  to  lead  ^he  General  by  a  shorter  and  a  betttr 
road  to  a  ford  rather  above  the  Chico  Ford. 

Q.  At  tlie  time  when  the  army  halted  on  the  2d,  wwt 
you  apprised  of  the  operations  in  which  the  advanced 
coi'ps  of  the  army  was  to  be  eiifijaged  that  day  ? 

A.  I  understood  tliat  it  w  as  mtended  they  should  force 
the  river  if  tliey  could,  either  at  the  Chico  Ford  or 
above  it 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  receive  that  information? 

A.  I  cannot  say  positively:  it  was  generally  under- 
5tood  so. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  Deputy-Quarter-Master-Geiwii 
inform  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  at  the  time  wbad 
the  question  of  halting  was  under  consideration,  that  ht 
knew  Major-General  Gower  considered  the  order  he  had 
received  as  peremptory,  and  was  determined  to  obey  it? 

A.  I  do  not  know  the  order  alluded  to.  • 

Q.  Did  you  hear  tlie  Quarter-Master-General,  at  the 
time  referred  to  in  the  last  question,  say  any  thing  of 
what  he  knew  of  the  intentions  of  Major-General  Gower? 

A.  To  tlie  best  of  my  recollection,  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that,  in  your  opinion,  the  halt  was 
advisable  from  the  exhausted  state  of  tlie  troops,  and  from 
tlie  facility  of  procuring  provisions  at  that  spot ;  but,  if  an 
important  service  had  been  to  be  performed,  would  the 
situation  of  the  troops  have  still  been  such  as  to  make  a 
halt  unavoidable? 

A.  The  spirit  of  the  troops,  I  have  no  doubt,  would 
have  carried  them  through  further  difficulties;  but,  waiUfiSS 
for  very  essential  purposes,  I  do  not  think  they  could 
have  marched  much  farther. 

Q.  What  was  the  cause  of  the  discontents  amongst  thc^ 
troops  which  you  have  stated  ? 

A.  It  originated  principally  from  not  getting  wood  with 
the  facility  which  they  wished,  to  cook  their  provisions. 
-   Q,  You  have  stated,  that  you  were  summoned  to  attend 
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hetd-quarters  on  the  morning  of  the  4th :  was  that  stiiii* 
moos  the  first  intimation  you  had  of  the  plan  of  attack  ? 

A.  The  fii-st  intimation  I  had  of  the  plan  of  attack  was 
after  my  arrival  at  head-quarters ;  perhaps  I  should  say 
the  first  intimation  I  had  of  an  intention  of  attack. 

Q.  tan  you  tell  whether  any,  and  what,  measures  were 
.taken  between  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant-Gencral  Wlute^ 
locke,  on  the  3d  of  July  and  the  close  of  tlie  4th,  towards 
ensuring  the  success  of  the  attack  upon  the  town,  either  by 
bringing  up  artillery  or  any  other  means? 

A.  Ihave  given  in  evidence  every  thing  I  know  on  tlie 
lubject. 

Q.  Would  not  the  position  of  the  Recollatas  have 
Mcnred  tlie  left  flank  of  your  brigade,  and  facilitated  the 
operations  of  the  army,  and  likewise  opened  a  communis- 
catiOQ  with  the  fleet  r 

A.  I  know  not  how  far  it  would  have  been  advisable  to 
bave  detached  a  corps  to  the  Recollatas :  a  communication 
certainly  could  not  have  been  kept  open,  unless  part  of  the 
fine  was  removed  more  to  the  left. 

^  Q.  Would  not  the  possession  of  the  Recollatas,  had  it 
been  thought  advisable,  have  produced  the  advantages 
Stated  in  the  last  question  ? 

A.  It  would,  if  it  had  been  supported. 

Q.  Was  the  station  in  which  the  Commander  in  Chief 
was  to  be  found  during  the  attack  upon  the  5th,  notified  in 
orders,  or  otherwise,  to  the  Generals  and  other  officers  of  the 
army? 

A.  It  was  not  notified  to  me. 

Q.  Were  the  points  of  retreat,  if  retreat  became  neces- 
sary, notified  in  orders,  or  other v\ise,  to  the  Generals  and 
other  officers  of  the  army  ? 

A.  Ihey  were  not  notified  to  me. 

Q.  Having  heard  the  charges  against  Lieutenant-Gcne- 
ral  Whitelocke  read,  have  you  any  other  information  to 
pve  to  the  Court  upon  tlie  subject  of  those  charges  down 
to  the  period  of  the  close  ot  the  4th  of  July  ? 
.    A.  J  cannot  call  to  mind  any  other  information. 

Cross'^.vamined  by  General  Whitelocke. 
Q.  Did  you  not  give  to  Lieu  tenant-General  Whitelocke, 
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upon  his  arrival  at  Monte  Video,  copies  of  the  letter?  you 
had  written  to  the  Secretary  of  State ;  and,  amongst  others^ 
those  relating  to  the  disposition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country,  and  the  force  necessary  to  conquer  and  keep  it? 

A.  I  did. 
^  Q.  Was  your  opinion,  either  upon  the  subject  of  the 
disposition  of  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  country,  or  the  force 
necessary  to  conquer  and  keep  the  country,  altered  by  any 
subsequent  observation ;  and  if  it  was,  in  wh^t  respect? 
.    A.  It  remained  unaltered. 

Q.  Was  not  every  preparation  made  and  arrangement 
completed,  and  horses  and  stores  embarked,  as  far  as  it 
was  practicable,  on  hearing  tliat  General  Craufurd  was  in 
the  river,  in  order  that  no  time  might  be  lost  in  crossing  as 
soon  as  he  joined? 

A.  Preparations  were  made,  and  stores  and  horses  were 
embarked;  but  I  have  already  mentioned  to  the  Court 
how  far  I  was  consulted  or  employed  in  these  preparations 
and  arrangj^ments. 

Q,  How  long  was  Brigadier-General  Craufurd  detained' 
by  contrary  winds  in  tlie  river  before  he  arrived  at  Monte 
Video? 

A.  We  heard  of  Admiral  ^lurray^s  arrival  in  the  river, 
on  tlic  30th  of  May ;  he  came  to  anchor  at  Monte  Video 
on  the  14th  of  June. 

Q.  Considering  the  state  of  the  troops,  and  the  circum* 
stance  of  their  being  unavoidably  wet  eveiy  day  in  cross- 
ing the  swamps,  did  the  convenience  of  fuel  appear  to  you 
to  be  necessary  ? 

A.  For  cooking,  absolutely  necessary ;  for  drying  the 
men,  most  desirable. 

Q.  Could  the  men  have  found  any  other  places  for 
halting  at  which  fuel  could  have  been  procured,  except 
from  the  farm  houses ;  and  were  not  tlie  marches  and  halts, 
in  some  measure,  regulated  by  tlieir  situation? 

A.  Fuel  could  only  be  procured  at  the  farm  houses;  the 
marches  and  halts  appeared  to  me  to  be  regulated  by  their 
situation. 

Q.  Could  we  have  procured  those  conveniences  if  the 
army  had  marched  in  parallel  columns  ? 

A.  I  saw  few  or  no  houses  on  our  left  flank,  the  only 
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ne  in  ivhich  tiie  column  could  have  marched :  on  our  right 
lank  there  was  a  swamp. 

Q.  Could  we,  considering  all  the  circumstances  and 
lature  of  the  ground  and  state  of  tlie  troops,  have  marchr 
3d  with  greater  rapidity,  or  have  arrived  sooner,  withodt 
iistressing  the  men  ? 

A.  I  do  not  tliiiik  the  troops  could  have  marched  to 
Eleduction  sooner  than  they  did,  without  distressing  the 
tnen:  they  might,  perhaps,  have  come  sooner  to  their 
ground  on  each  day's  march,  if  the  army  had  not  been  fre- 
quently halted. 

Q.  Had  I  not  frequently  expressed  apprehensions  as 
to  the  rain  setting  in,  and  my  anxiety  to  get  to  the  vicinity 
of  the  town,  to  put  the  men  under  cover  there  ? 

A.  The  General  frequently  expressed  apprehensions  as 
to  the  rains  setting  in ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  expressed 
also  his  anxiety  to  get  tliem  under  cover  near  the  town, 
tfxMi^  I  cannot  recollect  that. 

Q.  If  a  strong  wish  to  reach  the  vicinity  of  Buenos 
Ayres  had  not  induced  me  to  press  forward,  could  not  the 
commissariate  have  found  a  sufficient  means  of  supplyhig 
the  army  from  tlie  cattle  taken  in  the  country  ? 

A-  There  is  no  doubt  that  cattle  might  have  been  had 
in  abundance,  with  proper  precautions. 

Q.  As  soon  as  we  had  taken  Buenos  Ayres,  could  we 
jiot  immediately  have  re-occupied  Colonia? 

A.  Most  certainly. 

Q.  Would  it  have  been  advisable  to  have  diminished 
the  strengtli  of  the  army  by  leaving  any  large  body  of  men 
in  order  to  maintain  Colonia,  while  we  attacked  Buenos 
Ayres ;  and  would  it  have  been  safe  to  leave  a  small  de- 
tachment tliere  } 

A.  Colonia,  from  its  situation  and  defences,  did  not  re- 
quire a  large  body  to  be  left  tliere  at  that  time. 

Re-examined  by  the  Judge  Advccate. 

Q.  In  answer  to  a  question  put  by  Lieutenant-General 
Whitelocke,  you  have  said  you  did  not  think  the  army 
could  have  reached  Reduction  sooner  than  they  did: 
upoa  &at^  l^  would  ask,  were  the  regiments  composing 
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your  brif^ade,  namely,  the  ^5th,  38th,  and  STth,  which  yoo 
have  stated  to  have  been  inured  to  the  climate,  in  better- 
msrching  order  than  the  36th  and  88th,  composing  the 
advanced  corps^  which  had  been  confined  for  eight  or  nina 
;  .Kmths  on  board  transports  ? 

,  A.  The  38th  and  87th  regiments  marched  better  thaa 
the  S6th  and  88th,  the  other  part  of  my  brigade :  and  wlicn, 
in  my  evidence,  I  observed  that  the  troops  could  not 
march  to  Reduction  sooner  without  fatiguing  them,  1  wish 
the  Court  to  understand,  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
38th,  40tli,  and  87th,  and  part  of  the  95th,  and  17th 
dragoons,  would  not  have  marched  themselves  to  Reduc* 
tion  sooner. 

Q.  The  question  is,  whether,  under  the  drcurastanceS' 
of  the  main  body  and  of  the  advanced  corps,  the  main 
body  could  not  have  advanced  more  rapidly  than  the  ad- 
vanced corps  ? 

A.  If  you  wish  me  to  answer  whether  the  38th  and 
87th  woidd  not  have  marched  better  than  tlie  36th  and 
88th,  I  certainly  think  they  would. 
.  Q.  Then  if  the  advanced  corps,  consisting  of  the  S6tb 
and  88th,  were  able,  on  the  2d,  to  march  from  their 
position  in  advance  of  Reduction,  to  cross  the  river  Cbu- 
ello,  and  take  post  on  the  Miserere,  m^ht  not  the  whoie^ 
or  the  larger  proportion  of  your  brigade;,  have  marched 
as  far  from  Reduction,  if  the  line  of  march  of  the  ad- 
vanced corps  had  been  followed,  and  the  river  passed  at 
tlie  same  ford  ? 

A.  Part  of  my  brigade,  I  have  no  doubt,  might  have 
marched  further ;  the  whole  of  it  certainly  might  march 
as  far. 

Examined  by  the  Court. 
Gaieral  Sir  John  Moore. — By  your  evidence  it  ap- 
pears that,  in  the  march  of  the  army  towards  Buenos 
Ayres,  the  troops  were  kept  long  under  arms,  were  daily 
fatigued  and  exhausted,  had  no  regular  issue  of  provisions, 
but  yet  they  were  four  days  in  marching  30  miles ;  all 
the  consequences  of  a  forced  and  rapid  march  seeoa  to 
have  attended  this  movenient  of  the  army,  except  that  of 
gettiog  quickly  forward:  in  your  opinioni  mig^it  not  a  pre-' 
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vioHS  arrangement  have  t^eea  made,  which  would  have  en-* 
abled  the  army  which  landed  on  the  28th  of  June,  to  hava 
advanced  from  the  heights  of  Barragon  at  day-light  on  the 
maroiog  of  the  30th«  and  to  have  reached,  in  two  marches, 
without  serious  inconvenience  to  the  troops,  tlie  point  of 
Reduction  on  the  1st  of  July? 

.  i!L  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  arrangements  might  Imve 
been  made  which  would  have  enabled  the  troops  to  marcb 
finom  the  heights  above  Barragon  on  the  30th  of  June,  and 
that  they  might  have  reached  Reduction  on  the  1st  of  Ju* 
ly ;  but  I  am  very  doubtful  whether  the  cannon,  wliich  was 
necessary  with  the  troops,  could  have  been  brought  forward 
so  soon.  The  guns  came  up  on  the  2d ;  and  they  were 
80  long  in  getting  over  the  swamp  bet^veen  the  flnsenada 
de  Barragon  and  tlie  heights,  that  I  have  great  doubts 
whether  tliey  could  have  been  ready  to  march  on  tlie 
SOth. 

Q.  In  that  case,  might  not  the  river  have  been  recon- 
noitred^in  the  course  of  that  d^y,  and  a  disposition  made 
for  passing  it  on  the  ^2d,  and  advancing  to  the  suburbs  of 
Quenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  If  tlie  whole  army  had  marched  from  the  Ensenada 
de  tarragon  on  the  30tii,  it  would  have  taken  the  whole 
of  the  SOth  and  the  1st  to  have  reached  Reduction;  conse- 
quently the  river  could  not  have  been  reconnoitred  on  the 
2d,  nor  could  their  guns  have  been  up  :  I  am  supposing 
QOw  that  the  whole  army  had  marched.  If  the  advanced 
corp^  had  marched  on  the  29th,  I  have  no  doubt  they 
mi^t  have  reached  Reduction  on  the  1st,  early  enough  to 
have  reconnoitred  the  river  on  the  1st;  and  the  army 
foi^t  have  been  in  readiness  to  have  marched  from  thence 
on  the  2d,  but  not  with  the  principal  part  of  tlieir  ar- 
tillery. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  artillery  had  the  main  body 
with  them  upon  tiieir  march  from  the  heights  to  Buenos 
Ayres? 

A.  I  cannot  positively  answer  that  question :  at  first  I 
law  no  guns,  afterwards  there  was  one  or  two»  or  perhaps 
more  guns,  with  tlie  advanced  part  of  the  main  body. 

Q.  Was  the  main  proportion  of  the  artillery  belopging 
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to  the  annv,  left  behind  with  Colonel  Mahon  at  Reduc« 
tion,  or  did  it  accompany  the  army  on  the  2d  ? 

A.  It  did  not  accompany  the  army  on  the  2d. 

Q.  Did  the  inconveniences  that  you  have  stated  on  the 
march,  arise  from  necessity,  or  from  the  nature  of  the  ar- 
rangements ? 

A.  Much  inconvenience  was  undoubtedly  experienced 
from  the  nature  of  the  country  they  marched  through,  and 
other  inconveniences  were  also  experienced  on  tlie  march 
for  want  of  regular  provisions. 

Adjourned. 


TT^^ELFTH  DAY. 

THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  11,  1808. 

Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  called  in  agian. 

Judge  Advocate.  -  It  may  perhaps  be  necessary  to  read 
over  to  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  the  questions  put  to  him  by 
the  Court  yesterday,  and  the  answers  that  he  gave. 

7'hat  paj't  of  the  evidence  of  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  tpot 

read. 

Judge  Advocate. — ^The  last  answer  of  Sir  Samuel  Ach- 
muty, I  tliink,  was  hardly  an  answer  to  the  question  put 
The  question  was,  *'  Did  the  inconveniences  on  the  march. 
*'  arise  from  necessity,  or  from  the  nature  of  the  arrange- 
*'  mcntsr'*  The  answer  is,  that  "  There  were  external 
*'  causes  which  did  produce  that  inconvenience  ;'*  but  whe- 
ther all  arose  from  those  causes,  he  has  not  stated. 

A.  And  from  the  want  of  regular  provisions,  and  from 
the  frequent  halts,  for  which  I  did  not  see  any  necessity, 
which  brought  the  men  so  late  to  their  ground,  that  they 
could  not  cook  their  provisions. 

Q.  Is  there  any  particular  rainy  season  in  that  part  of 
South  America  in  which  you  served ;  or  does  it  rain  at 
^ort  intervals  for  a  few  days,  during  the  whole  year  in 
t^t  climate  ? 
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A.  It  rains  at  intervals  thoughout  the  year.  In  tht 
ttiQttr,  I  understand,  the  intervals  are  shorter,  and  the  rains 
lof  lunger  duration. 

Q.  What  was  the  state  of  the  road  from  Monte  Vide6 
to  Colonia ;  were  tliere  any,  and  what,  obstacles  to  the 
IMroliing  a  body  of  cavalry  or  infantry,  or  both,  from 
Monte  Video  to  Colonia,  and  what  would  have  been  the 
dlrtttnce  of  such  march  r 

A.  There  are  many  difficult  rivers  between  the  two 
|rii2eeft,  and  at  that  season  of  the  year  I  should  have 
ibouffhl  it  quite  impracticable  for  the  army  to  have 
marched ;  the  distance,  I  l)eiieve,  is  about  1  SO  miles ;  a 
detachment  migfit  ceitainly  at  times  have  marched,  but 
if  heavy  rains  had  fallen,  they  were  very  liable  to  be  shut 
lip  between  the  rivers  much  earlier  in  the  year.  I  had 
an  instance  of  that:  I  sent  General  Lumley  up  to  Saii 
Josejf,  and  if  he  had  stayed  oi\e  day  longer,  he  would  have 
been  abut  up  for  a  fortnight 

Q.  What  proportion  of  the  cavalry  was  mounted,  an4 
of  what  regiments  did  the  mounted  part  consist,  when  Ge- 
neral Wbilelocke  took  the  comniaml  ? 

A.  At  Monte  Video  and  its  dependent  posts,  part  of 
die  17th  dragoons  were  nKMinted;  in  general,,  they  had 
nearly  about  400  men  mounted,  but  they  varied  every  day, 
as  there  was  a  depot  for  grazing  horses  close  to  Monte 
Video;  tlibse  that  were  tired  were  sent  to  the  dep6t,  and 
fresh  ones  brought :  I  should  suppose,  in  general,  about 
400:  at  Colonia,  there  were  about  100  mounted  of  the 
9tb.  I  must  observe  to  the  Courts  that  at  that  time  I  had 
not  a  sufficiency  of  grain  to  give  the  horses;  of  course  Ibey 
«iere  obliged  to  Hve  upon  grass,  and  to  be  sent  out  when 
tired;  nearly  about  1000  horses  altogether,  but  few  in 
mny  kind  of  order ;  there  were  about  400  iiorses  fit  M 
service  when  I  gave  up  the  command.  There  were  per* 
Impa^  besides  those,  about  1000  horses  in  the  King's  land ; 
«i  Ike  horses  were  tired,  they  were  exchanged. 

Q.  If  a  movement  in  force  had  been  made  from  MottM 
^ideo  to  Colonia,  in  the  nKHilh  of  May  or  the  begioaang 
€C  Jtme,  wonkt  it  not  heve  furnished  the  sieafur  of  an^ 
Inlying  the  army  with  the  best  horses  ? 
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.  A.  There  were  very  few  good  horses  left  in  that  part  of 
the  country.  When  General  Liniers  crossed  the  nver,  m 
order  to  relieve  Monte  Video,  his  march  was  delayed  tor 
want  of  horses ;  otherwise  he  would  have  been  at  Mcmte 
Video  before  I  could  have  assaulted  it. 

Q.  Having  mentioned  the  frequency  of  tlie  halts  in  the 
course  of  the  march,  can  you  account  for  them  } 

A.  I  cannot:  my  station  was  generally  in  the  rear; 
they  were  very  seldom  occasioned  by  tlie  rear  being  at 
any  distance  from  the  main  body.  It  is  to  be  understood 
that  there  were  frequent  halts  necessary  in  passing  tbt 
defiles ;  those  I  do  not  advert  to. 

Q.  When  the  main  body  halted  on  the  Sd  of  July^ 
would  it  have  been  possible,  in  their  then  situation*  to. 
have  given  support  to  the  advanced  corps  in  case  of 
need  ? 

A.  When  I  gave  my  opinion  that  it  was  advisable  to 
halt,  I  was  fully  pursuaded  in  my  own  mind,  that  we 
could  not  support  the  advanced  corps. 

Lord  Lake. — Q.  When  the  firing  on  the  2d  was  heardj 
did  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  take  any  measures  to 
find  out  from  whence  it  proceeded,  or  to  ascertain  the 
situation  of  the  advanced  corps  under  Major-Geoeral 
Gower  ? 
.  A.  I  do  not  know  that  he  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  reason  for  Colonel  Mahon*s«  being 
ordered  to  halt  at  Reduction? 

A.  I  recollect  hearing  the  General  say,  it  would  be  ad« 
visable  to  halt  Colonel  Mahon,  till  we  found  out  wbert 
we  were  ourselves. 

Q.  Could  not  tlie  artillery  and  the  troops  with  Colond 
Mahon,. which  arrived  at  Keduction  on  the  2d  of  July^ 
have  been  brought  up  with  the  main  body  of  the  army  by 
the  evening  of  the  4th  ? 

A.  They  certainly  might  liave  marched  from  Reductioii 
to  the  suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres  in  two  days,  if  tlie  bridge 
had  been  evacuated  in  one  day. 

Q.  Were  any  attempts  made  to  reconnoitre  the  bridgo 
after  the  arrival  of  Liei^enant-General  Wbitdocke  at  tM 
Miserere  ? 

A.  I  cannot  say. 


Q*  Was  your  opinion  asked,  or  did  you  give  any^  of  the 
)lan  of  attack  upon  the  town  ? 

A.  My  opinion   was   not  asked,  nor  did  I  give  any^  V^ 
xoept  as  to  the  time. 

Q.  When  did  you  suppose  the  bridge  to  have  been 
ivacuated  ? 
A.  I  am  quite  ignorant 

Q.  Whetlier  the  state  of  the  enemy,  or  the  situation  of 
he  army,  was  such  on  tlie  4th  of  July  as  rendered  the  at^ 
ack  on  the  town  the  following  day  absolutely  necessary  by 
i  coup  de  main  ? 

A.  Not  being  consulted  on  the  equipments  of  the  army, 
[  know  not  what  was  the  general  resource;  but  certainly 
t)y  moving  to  the  left,  a  commimication  might  have  been 
opened'  with  the  shipping  above  the  town. 

Q.  Was  the  enemy  in  such  force  without  the  town  as 
to  make  it  necessary  to  attack  the  town  by  a  coup  de 
maih? 

•  A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Commander  of  the  forces^ 
ever  reconnoitred  the  town  after  his  arrival  at  Miserere 
on  the  3d,  and  previous  to  the  attack? 
A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  reason  why  the  main  body  of  the 
army  should  not  have  pursued  the  same  route  on  the  Sd, 
which  the  advanced  corps  under  Major-General  Gower 
had  taken,  at  least  so  far  on  the  high  road  leading  from  Re* 
duction  to  Buenos  Ayres,  or  that  part  where  the  Major- 
General  had  quitted  the  high  road  to  make  for  the  Chico 
Pass  over  the  Chuello? 

A.  I  have  already  stated  in  my  evidence,  the  only  rea- 
son that  I  heard  assigned  was,  that  a  guide  had  undertaken 
to  conduct  the  army  by  a  shorter  route. 

Q.  Having  said  that  in  your  opinion  Major-General 
Gower's  corps  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the  enemy 
wiAout  the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres ;  do  you  believe  that  if  the 
Mqor-General,  after  crossing  the  Chuello  at  the  Chico 
Pass,  had  made  directly  for  the  bridge,  that  he  would  have 
found  much  difficulty  in  dislodging  the  enemy  posted  to 
defend  the  pass  of  it^  had  tlie  enemy  waited  bis  appi'oach ; 

p  2      ' 


ind  would  not  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  have  opened  a  free 
passage  for  the  main  army  ? 

A.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  tlie  face  of  the  country 
between  the  Chico  Pass  and  the  bridoc,  or  the  extent  d 
the  suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres  on  that  side.  If  the  country 
had  been  open,  the  Major-General  could  certainly  have  ad* 
vanced  to  the  bridge,  and  tlie  main  body  might  have  passed; 
but  there  was  a  great  risk  of  its  bringing  on  a  general  ac- 
tion bet^veen  the  advanced  corps  and  the  enemy. 

Q.  If  by  moving  to  tlie  left  a  communication  mi^t  havt 
been  opened  to  the  fleet  above  tlie  town,  and,  in  consequence, 
a  supply  of  provisions  procured;  could  there  then,  in  your 
opinion,  have  been  any  necessity  existing  for  attacking  the 
town  by  a  coup  de  main  ? 

A.  There  certainly  could  have  been  no  immediate  nc» 
cessity,  if  a  supply  of  stores  and  provisions  could  have  been 
obtained  from  the  ships^ 

Q.  Had  lieutenant-General  Whitclocke  proceeded  on 
the  high  road  to  tlie  bridge,  would  he  not  have  been  aUe 
to  have  supported  the  advanced  corps  in  case  the  attack 
of  General  Gower  had  brought  on  a  general  action  ? 

A.  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  country  Id 
answer  that  question. 

Tlie  icituess  xvithdrav. 

Captain  Augustus  Frazcr  called  in^  and  sworn. 

The  abstract  of  the  charges  read. 

Judge  Advocate.— ^C^.  Had  you  the  command  of  tilt 
artillery  employed  in  tlie  expedition  against  Buenos 
Ayres  ? 

A.  I  had  the  honour  to  comnuind  tlie  artillery. 

Q.  State  the  number  and  calibre  of  the  ordnance 
embarked  at  Monte  Video  for  the  use  of  the  expedi* 
tion. 

A.  There  were  embarked  for  that  service  28  pieces,  of 
A'liich  three  were  English  iron  24-pounders,  three  mednim* 
brass  12-poundcrs,  eight  6- pounders,  five  Spanish  4-pouDd* 
en,  two  St.  lidenu  :J-pounders,  two  Spanish  brass  IS^iocb 
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euBy    five  57-inch  English  brass  howitzers ;    whichk^ 
5S,  as  above  stated,  a  total  of  28. 
»  What  number  of  horses  liere  embarked  at  Monte 
o  for  the  transport  of  ordnance  and  stores  ? 

There  were  embarked  for  that  service  17O  horsea 
)6  mules. 

.  Was  ally  or  what  proportion  of  ordnance  which  you 
stated  landed  at  Ensenada? 

Sixteen  field  pieces  were  landed  at  Ensenada. 

Can  you  state  the  description  of  tliose  field-piecea 
•rere  landed  ? 

It  may  perhaps  be  explanatory  to  state  that  of  the 
iecea  of  ordnance  which  were  embarked  at  Monte 

0  fbrtbe  service  against  Buenos  Ayres,  1 8  field-piecea 
intended  to  have  been  landed,  as  three  brigades  of 
ery  in  tlie  field ;  the  remaining  number  of  pieces  hav- 
een  intended  as  a  reserve  of  artillery.  From  accidents 
iding  horses,  and  other  local  obstacles,  I  judged  it  to 
or  the  good  of  the  service  to  direct  that  two  54rinch 
aeers,  together  with  the  ammunition-carriages  tor  the 
f   should  not  be  landed. 

I  want  to  know  why  only  16  field-pieces  were  landed^ 
>f  what  description  they  were. 

Eighteen  were  intended  to  belauded,  I6  only  were 
d.  The  reason  why  the  1 8  w  ere  not  landed,  was,  tlmt 
was  a  want  of  physical  strength  in  the  horses  to  move 
8;  therefore,  in  order  to  be  able  to  move  the  16  with 
inty,  I  wished  that  the  otlicr  two  should  not  be  landed. 
[>articular  description  of  the  [6  which  were  landed, 
eight  English  6-pounders,  two  St.  Helena  3-pounders, 
5^inch   howitzer,   five  Spanish    4-pounder8,    mak- 

1  total  of  16. — Eight  cairiages  for  ammunition  for 
pieces,  and  eiu^ht  carriages  tor  small -arm  ammuni- 
br  the  army,  w  ere  also  debarked  at  Ensenada ;  200 
Is  of  ammunition  for  each  piece  of  ordnance  were  also 
rked;  2,671,000  musket-ball  cartridges,  £0,000  cara- 
ball  cartridges  were  embarked ;  the  materials  lor  mak- 
00,000  musket- ball  cartridges  were  also  embarked; 
N)  roumls  of  rifie-ball  ammunition,  exclusive  of  350 
b  per  man,  then  in  possession  of  the  95\h  regiment, 
r  Uie  command   of  Major  JMacleod,  and  900,000 


^ 
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muskct-ball  cartridges  with  the  detachment  at  Colonial 
were  also  embarked. 

Q.  Can  you  accurately  turn  both  to  the  whole  number 
of  the  stores  embarked,  and  also  that  proportion  of  stores 
that  were  landed  at  Ensenada  ? 

A.  Returns  of  that  specific  nature  were  given,  first  upcm 
the  embassy  of  his  Excellency  General  Whitelocke  on  the 
SOlh  June,  and  subsequently  to  the  Ad}utant-General  oo 
the  8th  of  August;  the  one  being  the  embarkation  returOi 
the  other  the  disembarkation  to  Ensenada. 

Judge  Advocate. — Then  I  submit  to  the  Court  whether 
It  is  necessary  for  the  witness  to  go  through  the  whole  of 
the  articles,  inasmuch  as  he  has  in  his  hand  the  returns 
themselves ;  I  submit  they  are  decidedly  evidence  that  will 
satisfy  th^  Court  upon  the  subject 

The  returns  were  delivered  in, 

Q.  What  proportion  of  the  whole  number  of  horses  and 
mules  embarked  for  the  expedition  were  landed  at  Exaib- 
nada? 

A.  From  the  circumstances  of  the  debarkation,  it  is  not 
practicable  for  me  to  state  precisely  what  the  number  of 
horses  and  mules  landed  were. 

Q.  State  as  accurately  as  your  memory  will  enable  you. 

A.  I  apprehend  very  little  short  of  200.  It  may  notbe 
improper  to  state,  in  further  explanation,  that  such  guns  and 
carriages  as  are,  in  the  common  routine  of  the  service,  drawn 
by  four  horses,  and  that  with  men  also  on  them,  were  in* 
tended,  without  men,  to  have  been  horsed  by  six  horses 
each;  and  this  arrangement  was  made,  foreseeing  the  un- 
usual obstacles  and  difficulties  we  had  to  expect. 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  circumstances  of  the  landing  and 
of  the  march  through  the  marsh  to  the  heights  of  fiarnagon, 
as  far  as  affects  that  part  of  the  expedition  of  which  you 
had  the  command? 

A.  Tlie  debarkation  of  the  army,  and  of  the  first  pieces 
of  artillery,  was  soon  after  day-break  on  the  morning  of 
the  28th  of  June,  1807  ;  those  were  two  S^pounders, 
assisted  by  seamen,  of  whom  200  were  iiirnished  for  th6 
general  service  of  the  artillery ;  400  seamen  had  been  ex* 
pitted,  but,  by  an  arrangement  with  Admiral  Murray  * 
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day  or^two  previous  to  the  debarkation,  200  were  fur- 
ni^ed :  these  two  field-pieces  were  carried  through  the 
Bwamp  and  advanced  to  the  ustantia,  on  the  heights  over 
diat  swamp,  in  the  course  of  the  28th.  Four  6-pounders, 
forming  the  remainder  of  the  leading  brigade  of  artillery, 
were  carried  through  the  swamp  in  the  course  of  the  fol- 
lowing day;  the  remainder  of  the  16  field-pieces  were  not' 
carried  through  till  the  30th.  I  had  myself  got  across  the 
swamp,  on  the  evening  of  the  29th  of  June,  two  6-pounders, 
with  which  I  w&s  assisted  by  nearly  300  of  the  38th  in- 
fimtry,  without  whose  exertions  we  should  not  have  been 
aUe  to  have  got  tlie  field-pieces  through. 

Q.  Were  any  pieces  of  ordnance  lost  in  the  marsh  ? 

A-  Rve  Spanish  4-pounders  were,  by  my  orders,  de- 
stroyed. 

Q.  State  tlie  reason  for  your  giving  that  order  ? 

A.  On  reflecting,  after  having  crossed  the  swamp  on 
Ibe  29th  of  June,  which  swamp  was  one  mile  and  three 
quarters  in  breadth,  and  was  in  many  places  so  deep  that 
tiie  men  could  with  extreme  difficulty  stand,  and  in  which 
llie  assistance  of  horses  was  nearly  useless ;  considering 
also  that  niany  horses  had  been  lost,  and  fearing  that  many 
more  would  be  lost,  in  being  debarked ;  and  further,  re- 
odlecting  that  it  was  essentially  requisite  that  the  men 
and  horses  who  should  get  across  should  be  unexhausted 
with  fiitigue,  I  judged  it  to  be  decidedly  for  the  benefit  of 
the  service  to  sacrifice  some  of  the  least  efficient  passes,  to 
apply  their  strength  in  men  and  horses  to  the  service  of  the 
rraiainder. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  whole  of  the  remainder 
of  the  artillery  that  was  landed  crossed  the  swamp,  or 
whether  any  otlier  portion  was  lost  than  that  you  have 
stated?  ' 

A.  The  whole  of  the  remainder  of  the  artillery  were 
carried  through  the  swamp,  and  no  other  artillery  carriage 
irfiatever  was  lost. 

Q.  You  have  stated  tliat  some  horses  were  lost  in  cross- 
ing the  swamp;  can  you  tell  the  number  that  remained, 
a&r  you  arrived  at  the  heights,  for  the  use  of  the  ord- 
nance.^ 
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A.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  was  lost  in  crossmg  tbe 
swamp. 

Q.  Were  any  rendered  unserviceable? 

A.  I  <lo  not  know  that  any  were  rendered  unserviceabltf 
with  the  guns  where  I  was ;  I  have  heard  that  others  were: 
but,  being  always  with  the  brigade  in  advance,  I  am  not 
competent  to  say,  further  than  from  report,  what  number 
of  horses  were  lost. 

Q.  What  officers  belonging  to  the  artillery  accompanied: 
the  passing  of  the  remainder  of  the  ordnance  through  tbe 
marsh  ? 

A.  Captain  Hawker,  of  the  artillery,  the  next  senior  to^ 
myself,  whose  orders  for  the  passage  of  the  swamp  and 
the  destruction  of  the  guns  were  sent,  and  were  most  pre- 
cise fi'om  me,  admitting  no  exercise  of  his  own  judgemrot- 

Q.  With  what  division  of  the  army  did  yoU  advance 
from  the  heights  ? 

A.  With  the  leading  advanced  corps  of  the  army. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  artillery  accompanied  the  ed^ 
vaoced  corps  ? 

A.  On  the  SOtli  of  June  six  field-pieces,  which  hod  thtilr 
been  reinforced  by  an  officer,  55  artillery  men  and  30  ad^- 
ditibnal  horses  of  tliose  16  pieces,  two,  by  order  of  bis£x« 
cellency  General  Whitelocke,  remained,  on  the  1st  of  July, 
tiie  main  body  of  the  army. 

Q.  Was  the  number  of  horses  sufficient  to  transport 
those  six  pieces  of  artillery  and  the  ammunition  belongiDg  to: 
tQ  them,  or  how  were  they  conveyed? 

A.  lliere  was  such  an  extraordinary  and  unusual  strengdi^ 
iKith  in  men  and  horses,  for  those  16  pieces  with  their  at- 
tendant carriages^  and  carriages  for  the  small-arm  (boo* 
munition,  as  Mas  suflicient,  and  more  than  sufficient^  ta 
overcome  every  oi)stacle. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  the  whole  number  of  horses  so  em- 
ployed? I  am  now  speaking  of  the  six  field-pieces  wiiidi 
you  accompanied. 

A.   Upwards  of  100  horses. 

Q»  Wliat  nunil>er  of  canri^iges  of  smalKarm  ammunitiQB 
attended  those  <>-(n)und)ers,  and  wiiat  quantity  of  soDaU-arei 
ammunition  did  they  contain? 
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A.  There  were  three;    t\vo  carrias;es  for  musket-b^ll 
rartrkiges,  and  one  for  the  95  th  regiment.     There  were  » 
ibout  10  or  11,000  rounds  in  each^  and  witli  every  two 
idd"pieoes  there  was  one  ammunition  carriage  for  the  ser* 
iflD  of  those  field-pieces;  making,  in  all,  Id  carriages. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  what  was  the  number  of  carriages  for 
nmll-arm  ammunition  which  you  left  behind,  when  yon 
narched  from  the  heights  of  iiarragoH)  to  accompany  the 
cttiaining  10  pieces  of  artillery? 

A.  The  total  number  of  guns  and  ammunition-carriagei 
if  ail  descriptions,  landed  at  Ensenada,  were  3^2 ;  of  these 
M«  Mven  were  destroyed,  and  13  wei*e  attached  to  the 
eading  brigade :   there  remains  therefore  1 3. 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  orders  which  you  from  time  to 
kuB  raceiv^  from  General  Wliitelocke  for  U)g  regulation 
if  yoar  conduct,  and  the  distribution  of  the  corps  under 
rour  command,  during  the  march  from  Ensenada  to  Buenoii 
lyres,  till  the  close  of  the  4th  of  July? 

A.  I  saw  his  Excellency  (Jeneral  Wliitelocke  imme-- 
luitdy  after  the  debarkation  at  Ensenada;  his  orders  had 
before  that  time  issued  for  the  immediate  advance  of 
field-pieces  with  the  advanced  corps.  I  saw  his  Ex- 
«Uency  after  it  was  quite  dark  on  the  evening  of  the  28th, 
0  the  village  of  Barragon.  I  had  a  very  earnest  conver- 
ation  1^  ith  General  Whitelocke  there,  about  the  artillery 
leing  carried  through  the  swamp ;  and  I  assured  Lieute- 
lanti-General  W  hitelocke  that  I  w»ould  be  responsible,  that 
»  the  lolloM  ing  day  the  field-pieces  should  go  across  the 
waoip,  ui)less  it  was  totally  impassable.  I  had  no  further 
nnversation,  nor  did  1  see  General  Whitelocke  again  till 
t  was  nearly  dark  on  the  folio  wing  evening,  when  I  had  cross- 
d  the  swamp  w  iili  tiie  last  of  the  six  lield-picccs.  General 
»V hitelocke  was  then  at  the  tirst  ustantia  over  the  swamp; 
ic  ordered  me  to  proceed  to  an  advanced  usttintia,  pro- 
wbly  a  utile  and  a  halt  on,  and  I  there  joined  the  troopn 
tttliattime  under  the  command ot  <'olonel  Mahon.  On 
he  tbllo^ving  morning,  the  morning  of  tlie  SOth,  I  saw  Ci e- 
Kral  Wiiitdocke  at  tiiis  advanced  ustantia,  and  lie  ordered 
be  to  move  lonvard  witii  the  four  fieid-pieces  which  were 
heu  tliere,  furtlier  in  advance  to  where  tlie  advanced  corp» 
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6f  the  army  was ;  ordering  further,  that  1  should  take,  for 
the  protection  of  the  artillery,  a  company  of  the  95th.  I 
advanced  in  obedience  to  tliis  order,  and  halted  that  even- 
ing at  the  ustantia,  at  which  the  advanced  corps  remained; 
before  the  usual  arrangement  of  parting  the  guns  had  been 
completed,  it  was  evening.  I  saw  General  Whitelocke 
on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  July,  and  received  liis  per- 
mission to  accompany  the  advanced  corps  under  Major- 
General  Cower  to  the  passage  of  the  Chuello,  after  the 
separation  of  the  main,  body  from  the  advanced  corps  on 
the  1st  of  July.  I  had  no  conversation,  nor  did  I  see 
General  Wliitelocke-till  the  afternoon  of  the  3d  of  July, 
at  the  Coralles  de  Miserere.  I  had  at  that  time  no  prer 
cise  orders  from  his  Excellency,  but  I  was  ordered  on  the 
morning  of  tlie  4tli  of  July  to  advance  with  two  field- 
pieces  into  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres ;  to  advance  cau- 
tiously, and  to  feel  my  way;  not  to  advance  too  fer; 
and  to  bring  word  myself  to  his  Excellency  how  afiairs 
stood  at  the  out-posts.  I  had  no  otlier  orders  from  General 
Whitelocke  during  the  course  of  tliat  day;  all  the  ar- 
rangements of  what  had  taken  place  at  tlie  out-posts,  of 
advance  and  drawing  in  at  times  the  different  pieces,  had 
been  regularly  reported  to  him,  but  no  orders. , 

Q.  What  were  the  arrangements  made  in  re^d  to  the 
artillery  under  your  immediate  direction,  previous  to,  and 
preparatory  to,  the  attack  of  the  5th  of  July  ? 

Those  pieces  of  artillery  which  had  been  taken  from  the 
enemy  on  the  evening  of  the  2d  of  July,  were  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  3d  so  placed  in  positions  as  to  conunand 
an  open  space  in  front  of  the  Coralles  de  Mberere,  and 
to  command  especially  tlie  roads  leading  from  the  fort, 
and  the  grand  square  of  Buenos  Ayres.  With  respect  to 
the  field-pieces,  sometimes  two  and  at  other  times  four  of 
them  were  at  the  out-posts ;  there  were  further  at  the 
Coralles  de  Miserere  a  disposable  force  of  60  artillery- 
men. In  the  general  orders  for  the  attack  of  Buenos 
Ayres  on  the  5th  of  July,  the  particular  number  of  field- 
pieces,  and  the  station  of  each  was  prescribed :  it  became 
tlierefore  my  duty  to  see  that  tliose  orders  were  carried 
into  execution. 
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Q.  State  the  distribution  of  the  field-pieces  on  the 
tnorning  of  the  2d  July,  when  the  army  took  different 
routes. 

A.  Four  field-pieces  were  with  the  advanced  corps  of 
the  army ;  two  field-pieces,  as  1  have  before  stated,  were 
with  the  main  body :  the  remainder,  as  I  have  learned 
sinoi,  were  with  the  rear  division  of  the  army. 

Q.  Were  any  pontoons  embarked  with  the  army  at 
Monte  Video ;  and,  if  any,  what  number  ? 

A.  Six  pontoons,  with  a  complete  establishment  in 
every  respect,  had  been  constructed  by  Order  of  his  Ex- 
cellency General  Whitelocke.  They  were  constructed  and 
embarked  under  my  superintendence;  but  previous  to  sail- 
ing, were  tiansterred  to  the  department  ot  the  Command- 
ing En^neer. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  those  pontoons  were  ever  dis- 
embarked till  the  return  of  the  army  to  Monte  Video? 

'  A.  I  saw  one,  and  I  believe  two,  landed  at  Ensenada ; 
but  they  were  again  embarked. 

Q.  Do  you  know  for  what  reason  tliey  were  again  em- 
barked ? 

A.  I  presume  that  it  was  because,  from  the  local  sjtuar 
tion  of  the  place,  they  would  not  have  been  of  semce^      . 

Q.  By  tlie  place,  do  you  mean  Eusenada? 

A.  Ensenada  or  Harbour,  the  term  means  harbour. 

Q.  Do  you  state  that  as  a  reason  why  they  should 
not  have  accompanied  the  march  of  the  army  to  Buenos 
Ay  res  ? 

A.  I  mean  to  state,  that  it  is  my  opinion,  as  a  military 
officer,  that  locality  prevented  their  being  of  service:  I 
thought  so  at  the  moment,  and  therefore  I  presumed  it 
was  that  which  actuated  the  conduct  of  others. 

Q.  Was  not  the  object  of  constructing  those  pontoons 
to  assist  the  army  in  crossing  the  river? 

A.  Certainly  it  is  the  avowed  object  of  constructing .  all 
pontoons. 

Q.  Could  they  then  have  answered  that  object  if  they* 
were  not  disembaiked,  to  accompany  the  aimy  in. its 
inarch  ? 

A.  Evidently  they  could  not  have  answered  that  inten* 
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tion  mithout  being  disembarked ;  but  I  had  an  idea  tiiat 
they  nould  have  been  debarked  at  some  other  point,  where 
they  would  have  been  of  great  use.  It  may  be  explana^ 
tory  to  state  that  there  were  no  horses  embarked  for  those 
pontoons. 

Q.  Were  the  operations  of  the  army  and  its  movementt 
at  any  time  necessarily  delayed  by  waiting  the  arrival  of 
•  the  artillery? 

A.  After  the  artillery  had  got  over  the  swamp,  th6 
leading  brigade  w  as  so  far  ti-oni  requiring  any  assistaoce 
from  the  army,  Uiat  they  were  fully  adequate  to  overcome 
any  obstacles  from  their  own  resources.  It  has  also  been 
reported  to  me  by  Captain  Hawker,  commanding  the  ar- 
tillery with  the  rear  division  of  the  army,  that  that  columnr 
was  never  impeded  or  delayed  by  the  artillery ;  so  fiir 
frT>m  it,  that  the  sick  and  occasionally  wounded  men  were 
brought  forward  by  the  artillery.  I  must  ftiither  observe^ 
tiiat  at  the  passage  of  the  Chuello,  where  some  delay  in 
transporting  the  guns  and  ammuniti(m  was,  to  a  degree^ 
unavoidable,  two  field-pieces  alone  followed  tlie  column, 
at  tlie  head  of  which  we  had  at  that  time  invariably  beeni 
the  rcmahiin^  two  also  followed  the  column  under  the 
protection  of  two  companies  of  infantry,  under  the  com* 
mand  of  Lieutcnant-<.'olonel  Durrock.  of  the  36th  regi- 
ment :  these  two  companies,  witli  two  field-pieces,  from 
the  darkness  and  badness  of  the  road,  lost  their  way,  and 
passed  that  nigfit  in  tl)C  suburbs  of  Buenos  Ay  res,  and  not 
with  the  advanced  corps. 

Q.  Was  any,  ^nd  what  part,  of  the  artillery  engagied 
m  ith  the  enemy  previous  to  its  arrival  at  the  Coral ;  and 
did  any  of  the  operations  of  the  army  previous  to  that 
period  dc[)cnd  or  turn  upon  the  support  to  be  derived 
from  the  artillery  ? 

A.  On  the  1st  of  July  a  few  shot  were  fired  from  one 
field-piece  at  a  body  of  irregular  horsemen,  near  tlie  vil- 
lage of  licdiiclion,  and  on  the  Cd  of  July  some  rounds 
Vere  fired  from  three  field-pieces,  at  an  irregular  body  of 
lH>rsenjcn,  in  the  plain  Ix^tween  th6  Masiel  and  the 
Chuello ;  however,  both  from  the  nature  of  the  country, 
wd  ttie  enemy  w  itb  whom  we  bad  to  contend,  the  opera- 
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lions  of  tber  army,  from  tbe  £Bsenada  de  Barragon  to  tlie 
Coral  de  Miserere,  did  iii  uo  way  depend  upou  Uic 
support  to  be  derived  from  tbe  artillery. 

CfvsS'exammed  by  General  IVhitelocke. 

Q.  Was  not  every  dbposition  shown  to  furnish  y<M# 
with' ail  tlie  assistance  you  required  ii)  bringing  forwwd 
tlie  artillery,  which  your  situation  and  circumstances  wouM 
ailow  ? 

A,  Every  assistance  was  shown,  and  every  attention^  in 
^tiie  most  extended  meaning  of  the  word,  was  shown. 

Q.  Were  the  difficulties  to  be  encQunterdd  in  passing 
the  swamp  with  artillery  guch  as  commonly  occur,  or  of  a 
peculiar  and  unusual  description  ? 

A.  They  were  exceedingly  unusual :  it  is  hardly  possi- 
ble to  conceive  a  swamp  which  would  oppose  an  obstacle 
more  difficult  to  be  overcome  to  the  passage  of  a  carri^gt 
upon  wheels. 

Q.  Had  any  intell^nce,  which  to  your  knowledge  wn 
liad  received,  led  us  to  suf^se  that  we  should  have  such 
difficulties  to  encounter? 

A.  I  certainly  understood,  both  from  the  dispatches  of 
General  Beresford,  and  &om  general  information,  that 
there  was  a  swamp  which  ran  parallel  to  the  right  bank 
of  the  Plata,  but  had  no  idea  of  its  being  to  the  extent 
which  we  afterwards  found  it.  Very  considerable  pro- 
paratkms  however  had  been  made,  with  General. White- 
locke's  directions,  to  enable  the  artillery  to  get  across  the 
iwamp;  these  preparations,  which  consisted  of  wooden  and 
]iortabie  bridges,  were  however  found  of  very  littte  utility* 

Examined  by  the  Courts 

'  Ql  You  have  stated  that  you  were  ordered  into  the  town 
of  Buenos  Ayres  on  the  4th  of  July,  with  two  field-pieces, 
to  feel  your  way,  and  return,  and  report  in  person  the  situ* 
mtion  of  aflfairs ;  was  any  force  ordered  to  support  you,  or 
had  you  any  post  pointed  out  to  you  for  you  to  fall  bacic  upon 
tt  the  event  of  being  vigorously  attacked  by  the  enemy. 
A«  I  ttudecstood  in  general  that  1  should,  of  course,  be 
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supported  by  the  troops  at  the  out-posts,  as  was  usual* 
I  went  forward  under  that  idea,  and  I  was  supported  by  the 
95thf  whom  I  saw  there.  We  did  advance  in  the  cautiouSi 
usual  way  of  troops  feeling  tlieir  way,  and  feeling  the  force 
of  the  enemy.  There  was  no  particular  feature;  we  had 
some  scattered  firing;  and  I  individually  returned,  and 
reported  to  General  Whitelocke. 

General  Garth. — Q.  What  was  the  calibre  of  the 
Spanish  guns  taken  by  Brigadier-General  Craufurd  on  the 
Sd  of  July,  or  was  there  any,  and  what  quantity  of,  am* 
munition  taken  at  the  same  time  ?  I  believe  you  have  the 
return. 

A.  Yes,  1  have. 

Q.  Be  so  good  as  read  it. — (Reads  the  return.) 

Q.  Had  you  at  any  time  any  conversation  with  Lieu*^ 
tenant-General  Whitelocke,  upon  the  Subject  of  holding 
communication  with  the  second  in  command,  Major^-Gene^ 
ral  Gower  ?  and  if  you  had,  state  what  it  was. 

A.  On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  July,  I  returned  fironi 
the  advanced  corps  under  the  command  of  Major-Gene- 
ral  Gower,  to  report  myself  to  General  Whitelocke,  from* 
whom  I  had  been  then  absent  nearly  24  hours.  On  re- 
porting where  I  had  been.  General  Wnitelocke  seemed  not 
pleased  that  I  had  been  so  long  absent  from  him ;  he  also 
expressed  himself  to  me  not  pleased  at  Captain  Squire  of 
the  engineers,  as  well  as  myself,  having  been  also  absent 
from  him.  I  observed  to  his  Excellency  that  I  had  advanced 
with  the  guns  by  his  express  direction  on  the  morning  of 
the  preceding  day ;  that  it  was  nearly  dark  before  we  arrived 
at  the  position  we  took  on  that  day ;  but  that  bad  we  been 
able  to  have  found  our  way,  we  should  have  returned  to 
his  Excellency  in  the  course  of  that  evening.  I  added,  that 
I  should  not  again  leave  his  Excellency's  persoiv,  without 
his  express  permission.  I  understood  that  his  Excellency 
was  dissatisfied  with  my  having  been  with  Major-General 
Gower.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  of  July,  General 
Whitelocke  again  expressed  himself  displeased  at  my  hav- 
ing been  separated  from  him,  and  seeming  to  be  too  much 
attached  to  the  person  of  Major-General  Gower;  and  add- 
ed a  strict  injunction  that  I  should  not  leave  his  side  dur- 
ihg  the  course  of  ttie  following  day.    1  felt  it  my  duty  to 
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communicate  to  Major-General  Gower  that  I  had  received 
uch  intimatioa  from  Gtoeral  WMtelocke. 

The  witness  withdrew. 

Colonel  Mahon  called  in  and  sworn. 

•  • 

An  abstract  of  the  first  and  second  charges  read. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  believe  you  were  the  commanding 
>flker  of  the  pth  light  dragoons. 

A»  At  present  I  am ;  but  upon  that  occasion  I  was  not 
;o:  I  was  employed  as  Colonel  of  the  staff;  I  liad  not  the 
x>miQand  of  the  regiment. 

Q.  Had  you  the  command  of  the  9th  light  dragoons 
If  hen  they  were  at  Monte  Video? 

A.  At  Monte  Video  I  had  certainly  some  part  of  them. 
Upon  the  arrangement  made  for  going  up  the  river,  I  was 
ippointed  in  orders  as  Colonel  and  Commander  of  tiic 
t)r]gadey  in  which  instance  the  9th  light  dragoons  formed 
I  part  of  the  brigade ;  but  having  gone  up  the  river,  I  was 
30t  always  with  them. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  a  general  order  being  issued  for 
lessening  the  ba^age  of  the  army  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  do  remember  it. 

Q.  In  consequence  of  that  order,  was  any,  and  what, 
part  of  the  horse  equipment  belonging  to  your  regiment 
made  away  with,  or  disposed  of? 

A.  I  beg  leave  to  explain  to  the  Court,  that  at  the  time 
of  the  commg  out  of  that  order,  I  was  in  orders  as  a  Co- 
lokiel  of  a  br^ade,  and  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
re^pment,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Witherington,  and  Major 
Ord,  inspected  that  part  of  the  horse  appointments  which 
iroeared  to  be  not  immediately  fit  for  service,  and  cast 
off  what  they  considered  to  be  so ;  but  what  the  precise 
[{uantity  was,  I  cannot  pretend  to  say :  but  I  believe  there 
is  a  return  of  them  in  the  possession  of  the  regiment. 

Q.  Upon  the  landing  at  Ensenada,  what  part  of  the 
irmy  had  you  under  your  command  ? 

A.  The  brigade  in  orders  were  4  troops  of  carabineers,  the 
9di  light  dragoons,  the  40th  regiment,  and  the  4ith  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  with  the  exception  of  the  light  company. 

QL  Did  you  continue  the  command  of  that  brigade  dur- 
11^  the  whole  of  the  march  from  the  Ensenada  to  Buenos 
Ayres? 


A.  So. 

Q.  At  what  time,  and  what  was  tlie  alteratioii  madeiii 
the  bi  iiiade  you  commanded  ? 

A.  ilavmg  passed  tiie  swamps,  and  having  taken  up 
the  ground  on  which  I  understood  the  light  brigade  bad 
been  stationed  on  the  night  of  the  28th,  the  head^-quarters 
of  the  Commander  in  Cliief  were  on  the  left  of  the  line  ; 
on  the  29th  with  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty's  command,  and 
on  the  morning  of  the  99th,  Sir  Samtid's  column  moved, 
and  was  accompanied  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  who 
mentioned  his  intention  of  taking  forward  some  of  tbe 
troops  of  my  brigade,  and  leaving  me  in  the  command  of 
the  dismounted,  and  ^  few  mounted  17th  light  dragoon!:, 
and  four  companies  6f  the  40th  regiment,  for  the  purpose 
of  waiting  for  Major  Campbell,  who  was  in  command  of 
the  rear  guard,  protecting  the  guns  against  tlie  morass. 

Adjourned. 


THIRTEENTH  DAY, 

FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  12,  UOS. 

Hie  Honourable  Colonel  Thomas  Mahon  called  in  afrain. 
Examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  Wlien  you  moved  from  the  Ijeights^  what  force  bad 
you  under  your  command  ? 

A.  In  addition  to  Uie  force  I  have  already  mentioned^ 
Major-General  Campbell,  with,  I  believe,  about  four  coin^ 
Ionics  erf  the  40th,  and  Captains  Rowley  and  Joyce  of  the 
royal  navy,  with  about  200  seamen,  composed  the  entire^ 
together  with  the  artillery,  Mhich  consisted,  I  beliew, 
of  four  six-pounders  and  two  howitaers,  uoder  Captam 
Hawker. 

Q.  Was  any  alteration  made  in  Uic  force^  you  com- 
manded from  tlie  tune  you  left  tlie  heights  till  your  Itrrml. 
at  Jleduction? 

A.  None. 

Q,  When  did  you  leave  Reduction  ? 

A.  On  tlie  evening  of  the  fid  of  July. 

Q.  In  the  interval  betweeq  General  Whitelpcke  Hiardk- 
ing  forward  with  tlie  main  body,,  and  the  time  of  yow  ar- 


Vfift5 

rival  at  Reduction,  did  you  receive,  any  ordeijs  from  him; 
andi  if  you  did,  Mrliat  were  tliey  ? 

A.  I  did  receive  orders  by  an  officer  of  the  l/th  light 

;ilragoons  w  ith  a  mounted  party,  which  had  been  sent  from 

the  Commander  in  Chiefs  column,  previous  to  my  arrival 

,at  Reduction,  within  a  mile  of  it,  and  these  are  tlie  orders 

(producing  them). — (It  was  read). 


Sir, 


July  2d,  1807,  i  past  three  o'clock,  P.1Vf. 


Notwithstanding  the  orders  commubicated  to  you  m  my  note 
of  this  morning,  I  am  directed  by  the  Comnfiander  of  the  forces 
to  desire  that  you  will  remain  at  Reduction  until  further  orders 
are  forwarded  to  ^you.  The  Lieutenant-Generai  likewise  de- 
sires that  you  will  procure  provisions  for  your  men,  and  obtain 
bread  and  spirits  from  the  shipping. 

I  have  the  hooour  to  be, 

'  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

HENRY  TORRENS, 
Military  Secretary. 
P.  S.  Vou  will  likewise  make  as  great  a  dep6t  of  provisions 
from  the  fleet  as  you  possibly  can. 

Colonel  Mahon. -^—There  is  a  note  of  a  prior  date  to  that, 
which  I  received  upon  my  arrival  at  Reduction,  which  I 
have  numbered  one,  and  which  is  referred  to  in  the  note 
I  have  just  given  in.— f/f  was  read). 


Sir, 


Reduction,  July  2d,  1807,  i  past  ten,  A.  M. 


Upon  the  supposition  that  you  will  certainly  reach  this  place 
to-day,  the  Lieutenant-General  desires  me  to  acquaint  you 
that  he  is  just  about  to  move  from  hence  in  a  direct  south-west 
point,  in  order  to  turn  the  river  Chuello,  by  reaching  that  part 
of  it  which  is  fordable,  or  rather  the  commencement  of  its  source ; 
lie  therefore  desires  you  will  follow  him  early  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, bringing  with  you  every  thing  from  this.  Major  Gwynn  of 
the  45th,  will  point  out  to  you  the  direction  which  die  column 
lias  taken.  The  General  has  written  to  Admiral  Murray  to  land 
three  days^  bread  and  spirits  for  your  people,  which  he  trusts 
"will  be  on  shore  this  evening  from  the  brigs  you  see  at  anchor. 

I  liave  the  houour  to  be, 

*  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant,* 

HENRY  TORRENS^ 
Militarif  Secretary. 


\ 


««6 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  was  the  name  of  the 
officer  who  brought  the  second  order  which  you  rec^ved 
first? 

A.  No,  I  do  not  know  his  name;  he  was  an  officer  of 
the  17th  light  dragoons. 

Q.  Did  you  happen  to  see  what  escort  he  had  wi^ 
him? 

A.  I  saw  tliem;  I  should  apprehend,  about  tweiity 
mounted. 

Q  What  were  the  next  orders  you  received  from  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  ? 

A.  The  next  orders  I  received  were  at  SO  minutes  past 
ten  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  which  orders  I  have  also  in 
my  pocket. — (It  was  ixad,) 

Head-.Quarters  before  Buenos  Ayres,  July  4th,  1807,  eight 

o'clock,  P.  M. 
Sir, 
I  am  directed  by  the  Commander  of  the  forces  to  desire  tiMtt 
immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this,  you  will  march  with  the  de- 
tachment under  your  command,  and  proceed  without  delay  to 
take  post  at  a  safe  distance  from  the  bridge  over  the  Chuelio^ 
where  you  will  wait  for  further  orders. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

HENRY  TORRENSp 
Military  Secretary. 

Q.  Who  brought  that  order  ? 

A.  It  was  brought  by  two  countrymen,  two  of  the  na- 
tives apparently. 

Q.  Did  you  at  any  other  time  receive  any  other  orders 
from  General  Whitelocke,  dated  before  the  5th  of  July? 

A.  No- 

Q.  Was  a  communication  with  the  sea  opened  at  Re- 
duction, and  supplies  of  provisions  and  stores  procured 
from  the  shipping? 

A.  Yes;  I  received  supplies  of  provisions,  but  I  did  not 
receive  them  in  sufiiciciit  quantities  to  make  a  depdt;  they  ^ 
were  sufficient  for  tiie  rations  for  the  men  under  my  com* 
ouind,  but  there  was  not  more  than  enou^  for  a  day*s 
consumption  at  a  time.    Owing  to  the  badness  of  the  wee* 
ther  and  the  surf  running  high,  they  were  prevented  $tDd- 
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ing  more  on  shore;  therefore  we  could  not  make  any 
dep6t. 

Q.  Exclusive  of  tiie  badness  of  the  weather,  wei^e  there 
eny  other  difficulties  in  the  way  of  landing  provisions  at 
Point  Quihnes,  so  as  to  afford  sufficient  supplies  to  the 
troops,  and  the  means  of  making  a  dep6t? 

A.  There  was  a  considerable  swamp,  which  it  musthsive . 
been  difficult  to  have  got  provisions  across  ;  and,  in  addi-* 
tion  to  that,  I  understood  from  one  of  the  Captains  of  the 
navy,  Captain  Corbett,  of  the  Nereide,  that  the  biscuit  was 
not  in  any  large  quantities  on  board  the  brigs  that  were 
off. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  state,  that  the  swamp  was  so  deep 
as  to  have  prevented  the  transport  of  more  provisions 
across  it,  if  the  weather  had  not  been  so  bad. 

A.  No ;  I  did  not  go  into  the  swamp  myself,  but  Cap- 
tain Corbett,  of  the  Nereide,  who  crossed  it,  told  me  that 
the  conveyance  of  provisions,  was  extremely  practicable. 

Q.  Under  the  inspection  of  what  officer  of  the  com- 
fnissariate  were  the  provisions  landed  and  issued  at  Point 
Quilmes  and  Reduction  ? 

A.  A  young  gentleman,  a  commissary,  whose  name  t 
do  not  recollect :  Mr.  Bullock,  I  daresay,  will  be  able 
to  tell 

Q.  Did  the  troops  under  your  command  experience 
much  fatigue  or  difficulty  in  the  march  from  the  heights  to 
Reduction,  or  afterwards  in  the  march  from  Reduction  to 
Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  The  marches  were  not  very  long,  but  they  were  very 
tedious,  in  consequence  of  our  having  the  artillery  to 
bring  with  us.  The  seamen  drawing  those  guns  must  have 
undergone  great  fatigue,  and  the  troops  being  exposed  to 
the  weather,  without  camp  equipage,  it  being  extremely 
bad  weather,  on  the  night  of  the  3d  «f  July  particularly, 
must,  of  course,  have  felt  inconvenience ;  but  generally 
speaking,  we  were  healthy.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
crossing  the  frequent  rivulets  with  the  artillery  created 
*<great  delay. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  state  that  the  artillery,  exclusive 
^jO£  other  difficulties,  would  have  considerably  obstructed 
the  rapidity  of  your  uiarcli  to  Reduction? 
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A.  CertainH. 

Q.  Were  you  frequently  obliged  to  halt  for  the  pur-. 
pose  of  allowing  the  artillery  to  keep  up  with  you? 

A.  Very  frequently;  particularly  on  the  occasion  of 
•  those  rivulets  occurring. 

Q.  When  you  lialted  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  tlie 
last  q  lestion,  did  you  halt  in  consequence  of  your  own 
judgement  of  the  necessity  of  the  halt,  or  in  consequence 
of  an  application  from  the  officers  of  artillery  for  that 
purpose? 

A.  In  consequence  of  my  own  judgement,  seeing  the 
necessity  of  bringing  our  artillery  with  us. 

Q.  State  the  effective  strength  of  the  whole  force  under 
vour  command  at  Reduction,  iucludinf»  whatever  numbers 
you  found  there. 

A.  1  here  was  the  dis4nounted  part  and  a  few  mounted 
of  the  17th  light  dragoons,  making  together,  I  should  ima* 
gine,  about  500;  there  was  the  40th  regiment,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  its  light  company,  which,  to  the  best  of  my  re- 
collection, was  about  700 ;  one  troop  of  tlie  9th  light  dra- 
goons dismounted,  about  70  strong ;  and  a  detachment  of 
the  45th,  under  Major  Gwynn,  which,  I  believe,  were 
about  1 10';  one  company  of  the  36th  regiment,  about  70 
strong;  a  detachment  of  the  88th,  about  100  strong;  with 
the  artillery,  under  Captain  Hawker's  direction,  about  50 
men,  I  suppose,  four  six-pounders  and  two  howitzers ;  I 
am  not  quite  certain  as  to  the  strength  of  the  artillery;  and 
COO  seamen,  under  the  command  of  Captains  Rowly  and 
Joyce  of  the  royal  navy. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  wliat  number  of  mounted  light  dra- 
goons there  were  accompanied  your  march,  not  including 
tlie  detachment  which  came  with  an  officer  of  the  17tli 
with  a  dis[)atch  from  Cicncral  Whitclocke? 

A.  I  should  imagine  there  were  about  30,  originaUy 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Ikcon  of  the  l/tli  light 
dragoons,  but  tliey  diminished  daily,  owing  to  the  traos- 
ferfu^  horses  to  the  commissariate. 

Q.  'i  o  what  use  were  these  horses  when  transferred  to 
the  conitiHSsariate  applied? 

A.   1  do  not  know :  they  nere  taken  by  the  comaiissarit^ 
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to  can-y  pack-saddles :  what  they  carried  on  them  I  do 
not  know;  tliey  did  not  march  with  our  column. 

Q.  Where  did  tliey  march ;  in  front  or  in  the  rear? 

A.  In  front  of  my  column,  I  suppose,  with  the  Com* 
mander  in  Chiefs  column ;  they  did  not  belong  to  ourao- 
lumn,  the  commissariate  staff*  did  not  march  with  our  co- 
lumn :  they  marched,  I  believe,  w  ith  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  s 
command. 

Q.  My  first  question  was,  Wliat  number  of  mounted 
cavalry  had  you  with  your  division  ?  Your  answ  er  was, 
About  30. 

A.  Yes;  originally  30. 

Q.  With  your  division  of  the  army,  after  your  march 
from  tlie  heights,  there  w  ere  only  about  30. 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Next  you  stated  that  they  diminished  daily,  owing 
to  being  tranferred  to  the  commissariate.  My  question 
upon  that  was.  To  what  use  they  were  applied?  You  say 
they  did  not  march  with  your  column, 
t  A-  They  were  taken  from  our  division  on  the  30th  to 
march  with  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty 's  column. 
'  Q.  Then  after  this,  you  had  po  mounted  cavalry  with 
the  rear  guard. 

A.  Some  few,  but  I  do  not  know  precisely  tlie  strength 
Df  them :  I  had  returns  of  them  at  the  time.  Captain 
Bacon,  I  dare  say,  can  give  the  precise  number,  but  they 
suffered  so  much  daily  from  the  horses  falling  off"  and  being 
lost,  that  I  cannot  state  the  number  at  any  precise  time. 
Some  were  witli  our  column :  those  that  marched  with 
our  column  marched  in  the  rear. 

Q,  About  how  many  marched  with  your  column  from 
the  heights  ? 

A.  I  dare  say  about  18:1  dare  say  there  were  12  horses 
taken  from  our  column  before  we  marched  from  the 
heights. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say,  that  when  you  arrived  at  Re- 
duction you  had  1 8  mounted  cavalry  ? 

A.  I  believe  we  arrived  at  Reduction  with  18 
mounted  cavalry,  and  that  we  marched  from  the  heights 
with  that  number.  Our  chief  diminution,  or  the  whole  of 
it,  w^s  on  the  ^eights  at  Bai*ragon ;  and  when  joined  with 
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the  officers  and  20  men  who  remained  with  us,  wc  were 
of  course  reinforced. 

Q.  When  did  that  reinforcement  of  20  mounted  cava&y 
reach  you  ? 

A,  Within  a  mile  of  Reduction. 

Q.  That  made  the  whole  number  38. 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Can  yoWtell  why  any  mounted  cavalry  was  left  with 
the  rear  division  of  the  army  ? 

A.  I  conceive  they  were  left  with  the  rear  division  of  the 
army  for  the  purpose  of  videttes  and  flanking  parties  ;  be- 
sides, they  were  particularly  useful  in  providing  cattle  for 
the  use  of  tlie  troops. 

a.  Had  you  any  Lassomen  with  your  division  of  the 
army  ? 

A.  None. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  what  provisions  were  procured  for  your 
division  by  the  cavalry? 

A.  Not  the  precise  amount.  We  got  cattle  in  large 
quantities;  sheep  and  oxen  more  than  we  required  to 
slanghter  during  our  stay  in  the  country. 

Q.  During  the  halt  at  Reductton,  which  appears  to  have 
lasted  from  the  evening  of  the  2d  to  the  morning  of  the 
5th,  was  any  reconnoisance  made  at  any  time  by  you,  or 
by  your  orders,  of  the  bridge  over  the  Chuello  ? 

A.  On  the  morning  of  the  4th,  I  ordered  the  Assisting- 
Quarter-Master-General's  Steward  and  Captain  Hawker 
of  the  artillery,  taking  with  them  20  dragoons  mounted, 
and  the  dismounted  of  the  36th  regiment,  to  reconnoitre 
the  river  and  the  adjacent  country,  and,  if  possible,  to  get 
intelligence  of  the  columns  of  the  army,  either  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  or  of  the  advanced  column  of  the  army, 
without  risking  any  affair  or  engagement  with  any  part 
of  the  enemy.  'J'hey  met  to  get  such  information  as  they 
might  be  enabled ;  they  did  approach  the  bridge  over  the 
Chuello,  it  being  at  a  distance  from  us;  and  tliey  returned 
about  one  o'clock,  without  having  been  able  to  open  t 
commuiycation  with  either  column,  or  to  gain  any  informa- 
tion with  respect  to  the  bridge,  or  the  passage  of  the 
river. 
Q.  Had  you  any  rea^cm  to  Jbelieve  that  you  could  no( 
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iMbye  nutrcl^.  with  your  division  of  the  army  to  tba 
Miserere,  on  the  3d  or  4th,  if  you  had  received  orders  to' 
do  so  ? 

A.  From  expenence  since,  I  tliink  I  could ;  but  at  the 
time  I  did  not  think  it  pr£^:ticable.     ,i , ... 

Q.  What  reasons  had  you  at  that  time  to  tliiak  it  would 
not  have  been  practicable  ? 

A.  Previous  to  the  note  which  I  last  received,  at  20 
minutes  past  10  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  it  was  gene- 
rally conceived  that  the  bridge  was  broken  down ;  a  rumour 
to  tiiai  effect  had  obtained. 

Jtidge  Advocate. — My  first  question  alluded  to  what 
you  thought  on  the  Sd  and  4th ;  whether  if  you  had  re- 
ceived orders  on  the  3d  or  4th  to  advance  to  the  Miserere, 
over  the  Chuello,  you  could  not  have  done  so. 
.  A*  I  conceived  at  the  time  the  bridge  had  been  de- 
Itroyed,  as  rudnour  had  stated  it  to  have  been. 

d.  Supposing  the  bridge  to  have  remained  as  it  did, 
were  there  any  other  impediments  in  the  way  of  your 
having  marched,  in  one  day,  from  Reduction  to  the  Mise- 
rere, had  you  received  orders  to  do  so  ? 

A.  I  think  there  was  no  obstacle,  except  the  length  of 
the  march,  which,  had  we  been  delayed,  as  we  were,  for 
our  artillery,  and  waited  for  it,  we  could  not  have  effected 
from  sun-rise  to  sun-set. 

Q.  How  many  miles  is  it  from  Reduction  to  the  bridge.^ 

A.  I  believe  about  seven  miles. 

Q.  How  many  miles  is  it  from  the  bridge,  to  the 
Miserere? 

A.  In  the  manner  that  we  marched  on  the  5th  of  July, 
I  conceive  it  to  have  been  about  six  miles :  wc  made  a  dcr 
tour,  in  order  to  avoid  the  guns  of  the  city. 

Q.  What  was  the  natui^  of  the  road  from  Reduction 
to  the  bridge,  and  from  the  bridge  to  the  Miserere  ? 

A.  JBetween  Reduction  and  the  bridge,  there  were  seve- 
nX  swamps  to  pass,  and  rivulets,  and  it  was  extremely 
heavy,  for  the  artillery  to  be  drawn  in;  and  a  great  part 
of  the  road  from  the  bridge  to  the  Miserere,  was  also  very 
b^vy. 

O.  Supposing  the  object  to  have  been  to  ^ve  assistance 
to  tliiB  troops  engaged  in  the  attack  on  Buenos  Ayres,  bow 
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many  hours  would  it  have  taken  •  youf  tolVimil/^'irithibrii^^ 
artillery,  with  your  knowledge  of  the  country,  to^have 
marched,  by  a  forced  m^ch,  from  Reduction  to  the' 
Miserere? 

A.  I  think  we  could  have  accomplished  it  in  four  hours; 

Ci.  With  th^  same  object  in  vie^v,  and  with  your  know- 
ledge of  the  country,  and  tlie  exertions  of  the  seamen  and 
artiUei'v  men,  how  many  hours  do  you  think  it  would  Have 
taken  me  whole  or  the  greater  part  t)f  the  artillery  to  have 
reached  the  Miserere  from  deduction  by  a  forced  march? 

A-  I  do  not  think  we  could  have  done  it  in  less  than 
twelve :  we  were  considerably  niore  time  in  marching  it  as 
we  did  march  it,  and  I  believe  there  was  every  possible 
exertion  made  by  the  seamen  and  the  ai'tillterymen  to  bring 
on  the  guns. 

Q.  State  the  hours  at  which'  the  detachment  under  your 
command  marched  each  day,  and  the  hours  it  arrived  at  its 
ground  each  night,  with  the  distance  of  each  day's  march, 
from  the  heights  to  Reduction. 

A.  On  the  1st  of  July  we  marched  from  the  heights  at 
six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  Me  halted  at  twelve  o  clock, 
for  about  two  hours  to  refresh,  and  we  arrived  at  about 
half  past  three  at  the  heights,  where  we  took  up  our 
ground,  making,  I  suppose,  about  eight  miles  in  the  extent 
of  the  day's  march.  On  the  2d  we  marched  so  much 
before  day,  as  to  calculate  our  arrival  at  a  river,  three 
miles  distance,  would  come  to  about  the  time  of  its  being 
light :  it  was  necessary  to  pass  that  river,  there  were  very 
steep  banks,  and  wc  did  not  arrive  at  Reduction  till  paat 
five  o'clock  in  the  evening ;  the  distance  I  conceive  to  have 
been  from  nine  to  eleven  miles.  We. halted  on  the  3d 
and  4th  at  Reduction. 

Q.  Are  you  of  opinion,  from  what  you  saw  of  the 
country,  between  the  heights  of  Barragon  and  the  Chuello, 
that  supplies  of  provisions  might  have  been  obtained  as  the 
arnly  advanced,  had  the  usual  means  of  patrols  and 
sending  light  troops  into  the  country  been  adopted  ? 

A.  I  do  think  that  cattle  might  have  been  had  in  sufft- 
cient  quantity ;  but  I  conceive  that  the  country  afforded  no 
other  species  of  provisions. 

Q.  Do  you  think  wheat  might  have  been  obtained  ? 
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'  A\  I  think  net:  it  is  cultivated  in  small  quantities. 

Ct.  Do  you  know  what  corn  the  inhabitants  feed  upon? 

A.  Chiefly  wheats  and  a  good  deal  of  Indian  corn. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  state,  that  all  the  corn,  except  the 
small  quantity  you  mentioned,  had  been  removed  before' 
you  passed  through  the  country  ? 

A.  There  did  not  appear  any  considerable  portion  6f 
the  country  cultivated  with  corn ;  it  was  mostly  grass  laodT 
that  we  passed  over,  pasture  land. 

Cross-examined  by  General  innfelocke. 

Q.  Were  the  difficulties  arising  from  the  swamps  such  asf 
had  occurred  to  you  in  other  countries,  or  of  an  unusual 
nature,  and  did  they  not  exceed  any  description  we  had 
had  fo  them? 

A.  1  think  the  difficulty  was  very  unusual,  and  fa^ 
greater  than  I  had  ever  heard  a  description  of  them. 

Q.  Was  not  tiie  ground  on  tlie  sides  of  the  rivulets 
swampy  and  difficult  to  cross  with  artillery,  and  were  not 
the  men  obliged  to  wade  through  water  on  each  day^ 
march  in  crossing  these  i^v^ulets  r 
A.  Yes,  to  botli  parts  of  the  question. 
Q.  How  deep  were  tliose  rivulets  ? 
A.  Some  of  them  varied  ;  I  have  seen  them  above  the 
height  of  the  waistband  of  the  men's  small  clothes. 

€^  Did  tlie  length  of  time  occupied  in  marching  the 
-dbtances  you  have  mentioned  on  the  first  and  second^ 
arise  from  difficulties  opposed  by  the  nature  of  the  coun- 
try  ;  and  could  you  not  in  any  other  country  have  marched 
even  greater  distances  with  your  division,  in  less  time,  and 
with  less  fatigue  to  the  troops  ? 

A.  The  difficulties  did  arise  in  consequence  of  the 
country's  being  so  swampy,  and,  of  course,  the  difficulty 
of  getting  the  artillery  to  pass :  the  delay  was  chiefly  oc- 
fssioaed  by  that  and  the  nature  of  the  country ;  and  I 
conceive  that  veiry  few  countries  could  have  presented  so 
many  obstacles. 

Q.  As  the  difficulty 'of  establishing  a  body  of  cavalry 
has  much  of  locality  attached  to  it,  willvou  state,  as  nearly 
as  you  can,  the  number  of  horses  delivered  to  the  9th 
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dragoons  at  Monte  Video  and  elsewhere ;  how  long 
they  genei*aUy  remained  fit  for  service  while  undergiong 
any  fatigue;  and  what  the  casualties  were? 

A,  The  part  of  the  9th  light  dragoons  that  w«re 
loounted,  eonbibted  only  of  one  squadron  that  ever  acled^ 
and  was  sent  to  Colonia  de  Sacramento ;  the  remainder 
a^ted  disHiounted,  with  the  exception  of  one  period^  at 
Yhich  they  received,  just  prior  to  the  embarking  for 
Buenos  Ay  res,  about  eighteen  horses  for  two  troops^ 
M'hich  did  not  remain  in  our  possession  but  for  a  few 
days,  but  were  transferred  again  to  the  17th  light  dragoons, 
who  were  intended  to  have  acted  mounted  ;  the  casualties, 
therefore,  I  cannot  undertake  to  say ;  they  were  under  the 
coajmand  of  Major  Ord  at  Colonia. 

Q.  Had  you  not  an  opportunity  of  knowing,  as  an 
officer  of  cavalry,  tiiat  the  casualties  in  horses  furnished 
la  the  dragoons  were  extraordinary,  and  constantly  dimi- 
nishing the  force  in  an  excessive  degree  ? 

A'  Yes;  I  had  eertainly. 

Q.  Did  I  not  at  Monte  Video,  by  every  meai»  in  niy 
power,  ^dlitete  the  mounting  and  care  of  the  cavabry  ? 

A.  Certainly  I  considered  S04 

Judge  Advocate. — I  have  no  questions  to  put  to  Colo- 
nel Mahon  in  re-examination. 

Examined  by  the  Court. 

Judge  Advocate, — The  question  communicated  to  me 
from  the:  court,  applies  to  a  subsequent  period  to  that 
which  at  present  forms  the  period  within  which  the  court 
have  decided  they  will  confine  themselves ;  I  would,  tbeie- 
fore,  submit  it  would  be  advisable  to  defer  the  putting  this 
question,  till  Colonel  Mulion  is  called  in  again  on  the  sub- 
sequent pait  to  which  the  charges  i-elate. 

Q.  Did  the  countrymen  who  brought  you  the  order 
on  the  uKHniug  of  the  itli,  inform  you  by  what  route  they 
bad  come? 

A.  They  informed  me  that  they  had  had  veiry  great  diffi* 
eulty  in  avoiding  the  Spanish  p-^rties,  and  atlength  had 
iaeea  obliged  to  swim  tlie  river  on  horseback :  they  did 
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kot  describe  to  me  their  route,  nor  shoulcl  I  hove  knOMn 
St  if  they  had,  for  I  did  not  know  tlie  country. 

Q.  Were  the  gwns  with  your  divi&oo  at  auy  time,  after 
leaving  the  heights  above  Barragon,  drawn  by  horses  on 
the  march  to  Reduction  ? 

A.  A  part  of  the  artillery  was  drawn  by  horses  and 
muleSy  which  were  certainly  unequal,  at  those  swamps,  to 
have  got  the  guns  through  without  the  assistance  of  the 
s^^men;  but  there  was  a  part  to  which  there  never  bad  bee« 
any  borses. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  sor};  of  room  or  place  it  was 
vbere  your  regimental^  stores  w^e  lodged  at  Monte 
Video? 

A.  Yes ;  it  was  a  room  on  the  beach,  quite  near  to  the 
sea,  which  had  been  occupied  by  the  40th  foot  previous  to 
our  marching  into  tlie  barracks.  It  was  occu{Med  by  our 
Quarter-Master,  who  was  acting  Adjutant  of  the  regiment 
io  South  America.     It  w  as  not  a  large  room. 

Q.  Did  this  place  interfere  with  private  property,  or  the 
safety  of  the  garrison  at  Monte  Video? 

A.  I  never  heard  that  it  did  with  either  one  or  the 
o  her. 

Judge  Advocate. — Having  stated  that  there  wa3  a  re- 
turn made  to  your  regiment  of  the  nui^ber  of  stores  made 
away  with  at  Monte  Video ;  have  you  it  in  your  power  tx> 
produce  that  letter ;  or  in  wliose  possession  is  it? 

A.  Major  Ord  reported  to  oiie,  that  a  return  had  been 
made  of  the  quantity  of  baggage  wliich  was  looked  out  to 
be  disposed  of,  and  I  conclude  that  it  is  now  in  the  poii- 
session  of  the  regiment.  I  will  write  to  th^e  commanding 
affioer  of  the  regiment  for  it. 

The  uitness  withdrew. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hemnf  Torrens  called  in  and  sworn. 

The  abstract  of  the  Jir St  atid  second  charges  reas  read. 
Examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  I  believe  you  wera  upon  General  Whitclocke  s  staff 
in  tblB  expedition  to  Buenos  Ay  res. 
.    A.  1  waSb 
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Q.  WTiat  situation  had  you  upon  that  staff? 

A.  Military  secretary. 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  substance  of  the  information  re- 
ceived by  General  Whitelocke,  previous  to  the  leaving 
Monte  Video,  of  tlie  means  and  disposition  to  resist  of  the 
Spanish  commander  at  IJucnos  Ayres  ? 

A.  The  information  which  (jeneral  Whitelocke  received 
ivas  Tcry  defective)  and  we  had  never  afty  direct  commu- 
nication with  Buenos  Ayre?.  We  heard,  generally,  that 
the  military  and  inhabitants  of  Buenos  Ayres  were  de- 
termined to  defend  the  town  to  the  last ;  and  that  they 
had  erected  batteries  in  tlie  principal  streets;  and  that  tfie 
wdnance  mounted  on  them  might  have  been  about  forty 
^)r  fifty  heavy  cannon.  Evfery  person  from  whom  infor* 
mation  could  be  obtained,  was  examined  as  to  the  best 
'situation  for  landing  the  army  on  the  southern  side  of  the 
river;  and  the  Quarter-Master-General,  and  Captain 
Whittingham  of  tlie  navy,  were  sent  up  to  reconnoitre. 
Upon  the  return  of  the  Quaitcr-Master-General,  the  Ense- 
nada  de  Barragon  was  fixed  upon  as  the  most  practicable 
place  of  debarkation. 

Q.  \Va,s  any  information  obtained  of  the  force  of  the 
ai*my  of  the  Spanish  general? 

A.  We  heard,  in  general,  that  their  army  consisted  of 
about  8000  men;  but  the  information  was  vague.  From 
some  persons  we  heard  it  was  eight,  from  some  ten,  and 
from  others  twelve  thousand. 

Q,  Were  you  constantly  with  Lieutenant-General  White* 
locke  from  the  landing  at  Ensanada  to  the  evacuation  of 
JBuenos  Ayres? 

A.  Not  constantly  with  him.  I  was  generally  in  at- 
tendance on  him,  but  not  constantly.  I  was  sometimes 
with  the  advanced  guard,  and  at  other  times  absent  from 
him  on  \^rious  points  of  duty. 

Q.  During  your  march  from  Ensenada,  till  your  arrival 
before  the  town  on  the  3d,  were  you  intrusted  with  the 
writing  or  delivering  any  orders? 

A.  Yes,  frequently. 

Q.  Will  you  state,  as  far  as  your  recollection  will  enable 
you,  what  those  orders  were  ? 

A.  On  the  evening  of  the  £8th  of  June,  in  reply  to  a* 
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Yeport  from  Major-Gcneral  Gower,  of  his  having  reached 
the  heights  in  front  of  Enscnada  bay,  I  was  directed  Xot 
write  to  him,  to  desire  that  he  would  be  prepared  to  $A^ 
vance  upon  the  Commander  of  the  forces  Joining  him  tiie 
next  day  with  the  main  column  of  the  anny.  That  w«s 
the  substance  of  tliat  order.  On  the  evening  of  the  30th  of 
June,  in  reply  to  a  dispatch  from  General  Gower,  I  was  di- 
rected to  desire  that  he  would  halt  upon  the  gi*ound  froni 
whence  he  reported  himselt^  until  the  Commander  of  the 
forces  joined  him  the  next  day.  On  the  morning  of  the 
2d  of  July,  about  two  o'clock,  I  was  ordered  to  write  to 
the  Major-General,  to  desire  that  he  would  move  theft 
morning* 

Q.  Have  you  a  copy  of  that  letter? 

A.  I  have  not  a  copy  oi  it  All  these  notes  were  writ- 
ten on  my  knee ;  and,  Wm^  in  the  field,  1  had  not  tlic 
means  of  taking  copies  of  them. 

Q.  Who  was  present  at  the  time  when  Lieutcnant-Ge^ 
neral  Whitelocke  dictated  that  letter? 

A.  I  believe  Colonel  Bourke  was  present.  Colond 
fiourke  had  been  in  conversation  with  the  General  before 
I  received  the  order  to  write  that  letter,  and,  to  the  best  c/i 
my  recollection,  he  was  present,  lie  was,  however, 
aware  of  the  contents  of  that  letter. 

Q.  Will  you  detail,  as  neaily  as  you  can,  the  contents 
of  that  letter  ? 

A.  I  was  directed  to  desire,  that  the  IMa  jor-Creneml 
slionld  advance  that  morning  witli  tiie  column  under  \m 
command ;  feel  his  way  over  the  Chuello,  at  any  place  he 
might  find  it  practicable  above  tlie  bridge  ;  to  take  a  po- 
sition in  the  western  suburbs  of  IJuenos  Avrcs,  and  com- 
municate  with  the  shipping;  to  avail  himself  of  an v  fa- 
voural)le  opportunity  of  sending  a  sumirjons  to  tlic  Spa- 
nish (ieneral,  reterrin^  to  some  j)rovious  conversation  or 
'communication  they  had  had  on  the  subject  of  the  terms  to 
be  granted ;  and  stathig,  generally,  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  support  him.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection  that  is  the 
'  substance  of  the  letter  I  wrote  on  that  morning. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  there  were  any  expres<^ 
« sions  in  the  letter  relating  to  the  Major-General  advancing 
^ioto  ttip  town  ? 
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A.  To  the  best  of  itiy  recollection  there  was  no  suclr 
expression  in  the  letter. 

Q.  Does  your  memory  enable  you  to  state  with  certainty 
Aat  there  were  no  such  expressions  in  the  letter;  or  do 
you  mean  only  to  state,  that  you  do  not  remember  such 
expressions  being  contained  in  the  letter? 

A.  I  can  positively  state,  that  there  were  no  such  ex- 
pressions in  the  letter :  the  order  was  to  take  a  position 
in  the  western  suburbs ;  no  further. 

Q.  You  have  said,  that  in  the  letter  Major-General 
Oower  was  informed,  generally,  that  he  should  be  sup- 
ported by  General  Whitelocke;  can  you  remember  what 
tlie  expressions  were  which  communicated  that  intentiou? 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  the  expression  was, 
It  is  my  intention  to  support  you  w  ith  the  coluom  under 
my  immediate  command. 

Q.  It  was,  we  understand,  about  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  or  rathei'  in  tlie  night,  tliat  tne  letter  was  written. 

A.  About  two,  or  half  past  two ;  perhaps  fully  half  past 
two  by  the  time  I  w  rote  the  letter. 

Q.  Did  the  letter  purport  that  Major-General  Cower 
was  to  move  that  day  ? 

A.  Certainly ;  that  morning. 

Q.  Were  there  any  expressions  in  the  letter  which  left 
the  operations  of  the  advanced  corps  to  the  judgement  or 
discretion  of  the  Major-General;  or  was  the  order  a  pe- 
remptory one,  like  the^  other  orders  of  the  C  ommander  in 
Chief  to  the  officers  under  his  conuuand  ? 

A.  The  order  was  a  peremptory  one. 

Q.  Had  any  information  been  received  of  the  strength 
and  position  of  the  enemy  at  any  time  subsequent  to  the 
landing  at  Ensenada,  and  previous  to  the  time  you  are  now 
speakin;^  of,  namely,  the  night  of  tlie  1st  of  July. '^ 

A.  None  whatever. 
*  Q.  Was  it  known  at  that  time  how  many  passes  there 
were  over  the  Chuello  above  the  bridge? 

A.  It  was  not  exactly  known  ;  but  the  Passa  Chico,  frpm 
every  information  we  had  received,  was  supposed  to  be 
impracticable ;  at  least,  tiicre  was  a  very  considerable 
doubt  as  to  its  practicability ;  and  that  was  the  cmly  pas9 
J  bad  ever  heard  mentioned.     The  guides  told  us^  that  bj 
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going  further  up  the  Chuello,  we  should  turn  flie  source  of 
the  river.  The  Passo  de  Zamora  was  never  inentionerf, 
until  a  guide  joined  us  subsequently  to  our  march  firom 
Reduction ;  and  he  seemed  to  iiave  only  a  faint  idea  of 
it 

Q.  Had  the  guides  attached  to  the  different  divistons  qf 
the  army  been  ever  confironted,  or  tlie  accounts  th^  g^vts 
of  the  country  compared  with  one  another,  by  Lteute^ 
nant-General  Whitelocke,  or  by  his  orders  ? 

A.  Before  we  left  Monte  Video  they  were  not  confront- 
ed, because  one  of  the  guides  was  unuifling  to  appear 
active  in  the  cause,  lest  it  should  create  a  jealousy  on  the 
part  of  the  Spaniards,  and  injure  him ;  therefore  every 
communication  we  had  witli  him  was  in  private.  I  wa» 
never  present  when  the  other  two,  who  were  Americans, 
were  confronted ;  but  I  know  they  were  together,  for  they 
went  up  the  river  with  Colonel  Bourke,  the  Quarter* 
Master-General. 

Q.  To  which  divisions  of  tlie  army  were  those  twp  Ame- 
ricans attached  ? 

A.  One  of  them  to  General  Gower's,  and  the  other  to 
Colonel  Mahons. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  guides  attached  to  tfie 
main  body  under  Lieutenant-(ieneral  Whitelocke's  imme- 
diate command,  and  the  guides  attached  to  the  advanced 
corps  under  Major-Genei'al  Gower,  were  ever  confrontefl, 
60  as  to^be  certain  that  the  two  divisions  might  march  in 
the  same  direction? 

A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  The  Lieu  tenant-General  being,  as  you  have  stated, 
without  information  of  the  strength  or  position  of  the 
enemy  out  of  the  town,  were  any,  and  what,  attempts 
made  by  recoimoitring  or  otherwise,  to  ascertain  it  previous 
to  the  letter  to  the  purport  of  which  you  have  jtiit 
spoken? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  any  steps  were  taken  to  re- 
connoitre, except  that  on  tlie  evening  of  the  first  tihe 
horses  were  ordered  for  that  purpose  the  next  morning, 
•but  the  recoraioisance  did  not  place, 

Q,  Do  you  know  what  hiformation  the  Lieutenant-G^- 
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neral  had  received  from  the  inliabitants  of  tlic  countnr,  in 
the  course  of  the  first,  respecting  the  appearance  of  the 
sty^  and  the  prospoct  of  bad  weatlier? 

A.  I  had  understood,  that  such  of  the  inhabitants  as 
were  attached  to  the  Commissary-Generars  department 
expressed  apprehensions  as  to  the  change  of  weather. 
^That  is  all  I  know  upon  that  subject:  I  never  was  present 
at  their  examination. 

Q.  What  were  the  last  orders,  in  the  evening  of  the  1st 
of  July,  respecting  the  operations  of  the  army  on  the  suc- 
ceeding day,  the  2d? 

A.  No  orders  were  issued  whatever  that  night  for  the 
next  day,  as  to  any  operations. 

Q.  Had  you  been  told  by  General  Whitclocke  on  the 
1st  of  July,  whether  he  did  or  did  not  intend  to  halt  the 
army  at  Reduction  on  the  2d  ? 

A.  General  Whitelocke  never  actually  told  me  tliat 
such  was  his  intention  ;  but  I  considered  it  to  be  so. 

Q.  State  your  reasons  for  forming  that  opinion. 

A.  My  reasons  for  forming  that  opinion  were,  that  the 
Admiral  had  sent  an  officer  from  the  fleet,  to  know  if  we 
wanted  spirits  or  provisions,  and  tliat  this  officer  was  di- 
.rected  to  have  a  portion  of  each  landed  at  ten  o'clock  the 
.  next  morning ;  wliich,  with  tlic  Gcnerars  btention  to  re- 
connoitre, I  thought  would  occupy  the  most  part  of  that 
day,  so  as  not  to  give  us  time  for  any  further  operations. 

Q.  At  what  hour  was  tlie  order  to  march  the  next  day 
pven? 

A.  At  nine,  or  half  past  nine;  I  cannot  be  exact,  but 
about  that  time. 

Q.  Was  tliat  order  the  first  notice  you  received  of  the 
General's  change  of  intention? 

A.  That  order  was  the  first  intimation  I  received  of  the 
Generals  change  of  intention. 

Judge  Advocate. — That  question  is  not  quite  correct, 
as  Colonel  Torrens  has  not  expressly  said  that  it  was  noi 
*the  General's  intention  to  march.     Was  that  order  the  firsl 
notice  you  received,  that  the  General  intended  to  mard^ 
that  day  ?  I  am  not  quite  sure  tliat  that  will  be  quite  cl< 
of  objection. 
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General  Dtmdas. — He  had  stated  in  that  letter,  that  he 
would  support  the  advanced  guard.  He  could  not  have 
supported  the  advanced  guard  without  marching. 

A.  I  am  perfectly  aware  of  my  having  stated  that  to  be 
the  substance  of  General  Whitelocke's  letter ;  but  neither 
the  time  of  the  support,  nor  the  place  of  junction  was 
mentioned;  consequently  I  did  not  know  that  Genei^al 
Whitelocke  meant  to  march  that  day,  from  the  letter  I 
wrote  to  General  Gower.  The  expression  of  the  intention 
of  support  was  general;  no  time  nor  place  was  fixed.    ' 

Judge  Advocate. — Were  there  any  expressions  in  the 
order  you  were  directed  to  send  to  General  Gower,  which 
ascertained  w  hether  it  was  the  intention  of  IJeutenant-Ge* 
neral  Whitelocke  to  march  upon  the  2d,  or  not?  Perliaps 
I  ought  to  state  to  Colonel  Torrens,  that  my  reason  for 
asking  that  question  is,  the  expression  he  has  used  in  re- 
£!rence  to  that  letter,  tliat  it  ended  in  a  general  assurance 
of  support. 

A.  There  was  nothing  in  that  letter  that  led  me  to  draw 
any  conclusions,  as  to  the  period  of  General  Whitelocke's 
fidvance.  I  believe  I  stated,  that  what  I  stated  as  to  the 
General  s  supporting  him,  was,  to  the  best  of  my  recoUec- 
.tion,  tlie  mode  in  which  it  was  expressed. 

Q.  Did  any  thing  pass  in  conversation  with  Lieutenant- 
General  Whitelocke  at  that  time,  which  led  you  to  form 
any  conclusion  with  respect  to  the  Lieutenant-General's 
intention  as  to  the  operations  of  the  army  on  the  2d? 

A.  Nothing  dropped  in  conversation  to  enable  me  to 
draw  any  conclusion  as  to  General  Whitelocke's  move- 
ments on  that  day. 

Q.  How  soon  after  this  conversation  did  you  see  the 
Lieutenant-General  ? 

A.  I  saw  him  immediately  aften 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  after  the  order  to  march  was 
given,  and  before  the  march  ? 

A.  I  saw  him  before  the  order  to  march  was  given,  but 
I  was  not  on  the  spot  when  it  was  given ;  I  had  gone  w  ith 
an  order  to  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty ;  and  when  I  returned,  I 
found  them  getting  under  arms,  and  that  an  order  had 
been  given  for  tlie  column  to  advance. 

Q.  We  have  understood  that  General  Whitelocke  pro- 
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cecded  a  certain  way  in  the  morning  befi3rc  the  order  for 
the  march  was  given,  in  his  road  from  Reduction.  My 
object  is  to  know  how  early  in  the  morning  you  saw 
Lieutenant-General  Wliitelocke,  after  having  dictated  this 
letter  to  General  Gower. 

A.  About  half  after  seven,  or  eight,  I  went  out  with 
General  Whitelocke,  a  little  in  front  of  the  line,  and 
we  met  Colonel  IJourke,  who  was  returning,  after  having 
taken  the  letter  to  General  Gower. 

Q.  Were  you  told  by  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke^ 
whether  he  intended  to  proceed  to  the  advanced  corps,  or 
to  make  the  rcconnoisance  which  had  been  decided  upon 
the  preceding  morning?. 

A.  General  Whitelocke  did  not  intimate  to  me  his  inten- 
tions. When  I  returned  from  seeking  Sir  Samuel  Ach- 
muty,  I  found  that  the  column  had  been  ordered  to  hH  m; 
but  I  was  not  acquainted  with  tlie  precise  direction  it  yfaB 
to  take  till  afterwards. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Colonel  Bourke  deliver  Major-Gene* 
ral  Gower's  ansvver  to  the  lieutenant-General  ? 

A.  I  did.     I  believe  he  first  delivered  it  to  me. 

Q.  What  did  Deu tenant-General  Whitelocke  do  after 
receiving  that  letter  ?  Did  he  proceed,  or  return,  or  what 
orders  did  he  give  ? 

A.  He  spoke  apart  to  Colonel  Bourke,  after  the  receipt 
of  that  letter;  and  I  heard  him  say  he  wquld  send  the 
S/th  to  support  Major-Gcneral  Gower.  I  did  not  hear 
what  passed  between  the  General  and  Colonel  Bourke, 
except  that  he  said  he  would  send  the  87th  to  support 
General  Gower.  I  then  went  to  desire  that  Sir  Samuel 
Achmuty  would  order  that  corps  (the  87tli)  under  arms,  as 
it  com[)c)sed  part  of  his  brigade.  When  I  was  a  few  ycurds 
on  my  way,  in  the  execution  of  this  order,  the  General 
desired  that  I  would  direct  that  Sir  Samuel  Achmutv 
should  get  his  whole  brigade  under  arms.  I  could  not 
find  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  ;  and,  on  my  return,  I  found  tliat 
the  order  I  have  already  stated  had  l)een  given  out. 

Q,  State  what  orders  vou  received  from  Lieutenant^ 
General  Whitelocke,  and  delivered  upon  the  2d  of  July. 

A.  Upon  our  leaving  the  gi'ound  at  Reduction,  there 
WW  an  order  I  wrote,  by  th%  General  3  order,  to  Colonel 
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Afahon,  merely  to  desire  that  be  would  make  all  the  haste 
be  coald  with  the  artillery  and  stores :  and  I  was  directed 
also  to  point  out  the  direction  which  our  column  took,  to 
Major  Gwynn,  of  tlie  45th  regiment,  who  was  left  there  to 
protect  the  sick  and  fatigued  men.  In  this  order  to  Colo* 
nel  Mahon,  he  was  directed  to  get  refreshments  from  the 
navy,  and  to  follow  the  Lieutenant-General's  division  as 
soon  as  possible,  in  a  south-west  direction.  On  the  halt 
of  the  column  that  day,  Captain  Whittingham  came  to  me 
vfitii  a  message  from  the  General,  to  desire  that  I  would 
write  to  Colonel  Mahon,  ordering  him  to  halt  at  Reduc^ 
tion,  until  further  communication. 

Q.  Were  you  directed  to  write,  or  to  send,  any  other 
order  to  Colonel  Mahon,  after  the  last  order  you  have 
spoken  of  to  halt  at  Reduction,  during  the  remainder  of 
the  fd,  or  during  the  3d  or  4th  of  July  ? 

A.  On  the  evening  of  the  3d  I  wTOte  to  Colonel  Ma- 
hon, to  desire  he  would  advance  with  his  detachment  the 
next  morning  towards  the  Chuello,  and  take  up  a  position 
out  of  the  range  of  the  enemy's  fire,  to  remaui  there 
till  four  o'clock  m  the  evening,  when,  if  no  order  was  com- 
municated to  him,  he  was  to  return  to  Reduction. 

Q.  How  were  you  directed  to  convey  this  letter  to  Re- 
duction ? 

A.  We  got  a  man  that  undertook  to  take  that  letter,  a 
native.  That  letter  was  never  received  by  the  Colonel. 
This  person  never  delivered  the  letter. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any  directions  from  the  Lieute- 
nant-General,  with  respect  to  the  mode  in  which  that  let- 
ter you  have  just  spoken  of  was  to  be  conveyed  to  Colo- 
nel Mahon  ? 

A.  General  Whitelocke  directed  me  to  find  a  person  to 
convey  this  letter ;  and  I  employed  an  American,  who  had 
some  local  knowledge  of  the  place  and  its  inhabitants,  and 
he  brought  me  a  man  who  engaged  to  perform  that  ser- 
vice, 

Q.  I  think  you  have  stated  that  there  was  another  or- 
der sent  to  Colonel  Mahon :  will  you  state  what  that  order 
was,  and  the  period,  and  how,  it  was  sent  ? 

A.  On  the  evening  of  the  4th,  I  wrote  another  order 
to  Colonel  Mahon,  on  the  suppobition  that  he  had  receiv- 
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ed  the  previous  006,  to  desire  that  he  would  move  towards 
the  bridge  early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  and  remain 
out  of  gun-shot  until  orders  were  sent  to  him. 

Q.  At  what  hour  of  the  evening  of  the  4th  was  that  or- 
der written  ? 

A,  About  five,  or  perhaps  half  past  five. 

Q.  You  have  said  that  tlie  second  letter  was  written 
on  the  su])position  that  Colonel  Maiion  had  received  the 
first- 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  I  understand  that  it  was  written  about  five,  or 
half  past  five,  on  the  evening  of  tlie  4th  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  If  he  had  received  the  first,  he  would  have  marched 
to  the  bridge  on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  and  remained 
there  till  four  o'clock,  and  then  returned. 

A.  Yes ;  and  it  was  on  the  presumption  that  he  had  re- 
turned to  Reduction  that  that  order  was  written. 

Q.  What  directions  did  you  receive  as  to  the  CQn* 
veyance  of  that  second  order? 

A.  I  had  directions  to  find  a  person  to  take  that  letter ; 
and  I  got  a  man  fi-om  tlie  Commissary-General's  depart* 
inent  to  take  it,  which  he  consented  to  do  in  consequence 
of  my  promising  him  a  large  reward. 

The  three  letters  produced  by  Colonel  Mahon  were  put  into 

the  hand  oj  the  witness. 

Q.  Are  tliose  the  letters  of  which  you  have  spoken, 
except  the  letter  which  you  have  stated  was  not  re- 
ceived ? 

A.  These  arc  the  letters. 

Q.  The  order  written  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  never 
having  been  received,  I  think  it  proper  to  ask  whether  you 
are  certain  that  you  are  accurate  as  to  the  substance 
of  it  ? 

A.  Perfectly  certain. 

Q.  Was  it  known  at  any  time,  and,  if  so,  how  soon  after 
your  arrival  at  the  Coral  de  Miserere,  that  the  enemy  had 
abandoned  their  |)osition  at  the  bridge  over  the  Chuello? 

A.  I  understand  my  Yc\Ay  is  not  to  extend  beyond  the 
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4tb.  There  was  nothing  heard,  according  to  the  best  of 
my  recollection,  on  the  subject  of  the  evacuation  of  that 
position  during  the  day  of  the  4th. 

Q,  Were  any,  and  what,  means  taken  by  patrols,  or  in 
any  other  manner,  to  obtain  information  upon  that  subject 
subsequent  to  the  arrival  of  the  mahi  body  at  tlie  Mi-» 
serere? 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  any  measures  were  taken  to  ob- 
tain that  information. 

Q.  State  the  substance  of  the  information  received  from 
prisoners,  or  in  any  other  way,  of  the  intentions  and  means 
to  resist  of  the  enemy,  subsequent  to  the  arrival  of  the  main 
body  at  the  Miserere. 

A.  Two  Spanish  officers,  who  were  taken  prisoners  in 
the  action  of  the  2d,  stated,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
enemy  to  receive  us  by  moveable  columns,  in  the  event  of 
the  town  being  stormed,  and  not  to  occupy  the  houses.  I 
beg  leave,  fit  the  same  time,  to  state,  that  Captain  Whit* 
tingham,  who  interpreted  what  was  said  by  those  people, 
and  took  a  minute  of  their  evidence,  can  give  a  better  ac- 
count than  it  is  in  my  power  to  do. 

Q.  Of  course  that  information  was  communicated  to 
Deutenant-General  Whitelocke. 
A.  It  was. . 
Adjourned  to  to-morrow  morning  10  o'clock. 


FOURTEENTH  DAY, 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  13,  1808. 

w 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Henry  Torrens  called  in  again. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  would  sugsfest  to  the  Court,  that 
as  the  evidence  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Torrens  is  so  im- 
portant, and  as  he  has  had  to  speak  to  the  contents  of  a* 
letter  of  which  no  copy  has  been  kept,  it  might  be  desir- 
able for  the  Court,  and  for  Colonel  Torrens,  to  have  his 
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evidence  read  over,  that  he  might  be  quite  sure  it  was  ac« 
curate;  and  there  h  one  point  which  I  would  susg^ 
to  Colonel  Torrens,  that  there  is  an  accidental  mistake  in 
the  date  he  has  given  to  one  of  the  letters.  The  order  of 
the  4th  to  Colonel  IMahon,  he  has  stated  in  his  evidence, 
to  have  been  written  at  between  five  and  six  o'clock :  it 
appears  by  the  date  of  it  that  it  was  eight  Perhaps  tbe 
date  was  the  date  of  tlie  hour  at  which  it  was  sent  ? 

A.  I  rather  believe  I  can  explain  that,  by  its  being 
written  about  dusk^  but  my  not  dating  it  till  I  had  found 
m  man  to  take  it. 

7I5e  eoidence  given  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Torrens  yestCT'- 
day  was  read  overj  and  the  follmcing  correction  was 
made.     After  the  words  "  Ji*ce  or  hajf  past JiveJ" 

Colonel  Torrens. — ^I  wish  to  add,  that  it  was  dated  later : 
it  was  not  dated  till  I  had  found  a  person  who  would 
take  it. 

Jtidge  Advocate. — Do  you  know  of  any  information  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  White  upon  the  subject  of  the  strength 
and  intention  to  resist  of  the  enemy?  and,  if  you  do,  state 
what  it  was. 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  any  particular  information  being 
received  from  Mr.  White,  except  that  he  did  not  conceive 
the  force  in  Buenos  Ayres  to  exceed  6000  men ;  and  I  be- 
lieve lie  expressed  a  confident  expectation  that  the  enemy 
would  surrender,  if  we  gained  a  position  on  each  flank, 
that  is,  in  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  and  on  the  Residentia. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  from  Mr.  White,  or  from  any  other 
quarter,  any  information  upon  the  subject  of  the  intention 
of  the  enemy  to  occupy  the  flat  roofe  of  the  houses  ? 

A.  I  heard,  generally,  that  the  enemy  intended  to  de- 
fend the  town  in  that  manner;  and  the  first  intimation  we 
received  to  the  contrary  was  from  the  examination  of  two 
Spanish  officers.  I  never  heard  Mr,  White  say  any  thing 
on  the  subject. 

Q.  Were  you  in  attendance  upon  General  Whitelocke 
from  the  time  of  the  junction  at  the  Miserere,  till  tbe  close 
«fthe4thof  July? 
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A.  I  was  with  him  at  the  period  of  the  junction ;  but, 
£rom  tliat  time,  I  did  not  see  him  till  about  four  o'clock. 

Q.  Will  you  proceed  to  state  tlie  periods  you  were  ia 
attendance  upon  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  from 
that  hour  to  the  close  of  the  4th ;  and  how  he  wasT  eoi«- 
ployed  during  those  periods ;  and  any  conversations  which 
passed  between  the  Lieutenant-General  and  yourself,  upon 
all  tiie  subjects  relating  to  the  attack  upon  Buenos  Ayres^ 
and  the  army  under  his  command  ? 

A.  General  VVhitelocke  had  no  kind  of  conversation 
with  me  upon  the  subject  of  the  attack  upon  Buenos 
Ayres.  I  was  present  at  a  conversation  with  Colonel 
Bpurke. 

Judge  Advocate. — It  will  be  better,  instead  of  putting 
.express  questions  upon  each  particular,  to  request  you  to 
give  a  nai*rative  of  whatever  conversations  passed  upon 
those  subjects.  A  paper  b  put  into  my  hand  whiqh  I 
think  it  quite  right  to  read.  It  is  suggested  whether  the 
question  should  not  be,  What  orders  Lieutenant-Gcneral 
Whitelocke  gave :  it  is  stated,  because  the  Lieu  tenant-Ge- 
neral might  have  made  communications  with  respect  to 
the  conduct  of  the  officers  under  him  to  his  Military  Se- 
cretary, which  comes  under  the  general  words  relating  to 
the  army,  and  which  are  not  by  any  means  proper  to  be 
repeated.  L^ndoubtcdly,  supposing  the  question  to  be  un- 
derstood to  call  upon  the  witness  to  state  any  conversa- 
tions of  that  nature  clearly  confidential  with  respect  to  the 
conduct  of  officers  under  General  Whitelocke,  it  is  a  com- 
plete misapprehension  of  the  question.  The  question  has 
this  object  in  view,  to  obtain  from  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Torrens  all  the  information  he  can  give  respecting  cither 
the  conversations  or  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant-General 
Whitelocke,  from  tiie  period  alluded  to  in  tiie  question,  in 
relatioa  to  tiie  operations  of  the  army,  if,  in  tiie  course 
of  that  conversation,  circumstances  have  occurred  of 
the  nature  pointed  out  in  the  paper  which  I  have  just 
read.  Undoubtedly  the  question  does  not  call  upon 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Torrens  to  give  any  information 
that  would  be  of  a  nature  strictly  confidential:  that 
would  be  a  species  of  communication  made  by  the  Com^ 
nianding  Officer  to  liis  Military  Secretaiy,  not  as  Ml* 
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Utary  Secretary,  but  confidentially  as  a  friend ;  and,  in  that 
point  of  view,  I  should  conceive  that  sort  of  conversar 
tion  the  Court  would  not  wish  to  have  mquired  into. 

Colonel  Torrem. — I  am  much  obliged  to  the  Court  for 
theii^ instructions  upon  that  head;  for  I  conceive  what 
passed  between  General  Whitelocke  and  myself  as  sacred^ 
and  I  should  not  have  felt  myself  at  liberty  to  divulge  any 
circumstances  of  that  kind. 

Judge  Advocate. — Then,  with  that  explanation,  you 
will  feel  no  objection  to  answer  the  question. 

Colonel  Torrens. — Certainly  not 

The  question  was  read  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Torrens. 

Judge  Advocate. — If  there  are  any  expressions  which, 
can  be  introduced  into  that  question  from  the  su^estioQ 
of  any  officer  of  the  Court,  or,  I  would  say,  of  General 
Whitelocke  himself,  which  can  clear  up  the  object  I  hav^- 
in  view  in  putting  that  question,  I  shall  be  extremely  ^ad 
to  receive  the  communication  of  any  member  of  the  Courts 
or  of  General  Whitelocke  himself,  upon  it. 

A.  With  the  instructions  the  Court  has  been  so  kind  as 
to  give  me,  I  trust  I  shall  be  enabled  to  draw  the  line. 
Shortly  after  my  arrival  at  head-quarters  on  the  evening  of 
the  3d,  Colonel  Bourke  returned  from  having  visited  the 
out-posts.  General  Whitelocke  then  mentioned  to  us  both, 
but  particularly  addressing  himself  to  Colonel  Bourke,  that 
he  liad  in  his  hand  a  paper  containing  a  plan  of  attack  for 
tlic  next  day.  He  mentioned  that  it  was  suggested  by  Ge- 
neral Gower,  and  expressed  himself  extremely  averse  to 
it  on  the  score  of  its  inhumanity.  He  said  he  certainly  would 
erase  the  order  for  making  no  prisoners ;  and  that,  before 
the  plan  was  carried  into  execution,  he  would  again  send 
a  summons  to  (icneral  Liniers.  I.  suppose  it  is  Qot  the 
intrntion  of  the  Court,  I  should  mention  any  replies  made 
to  General  Whitelocke  by  Colonel  Bourke. 

Jiu/ge  Advocate, — Yes;  it  is  wished  you  should  state  the 
whole,  of  the  conversation. 

A.  Colonel  Bourke  said  it  was  a  very  novel  kind  of  at- 
tack, or  some  cx])ression  of  that  khid ;  and  also  thought 
Uiat  it  would  be  attended  with  the  sacriticc  of  a  great  many 
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Kves :  Colonel  Bourke  added,  that  in  his  opinion,  however, 
he  thought  it  would  succeed.    I  merely  remarked,  from  the 
weather  having  set  in  to  rain,   it  was  necessary  some 
prompt  measure  should  be  adopted :  tliat  was  all  that 
passed  at  that  time.     Shortly  afterwards  General  Crau* 
furd  came  to  head-quarters,  and  tlie  General  addressed 
himself  to  him  pret^  much  in  the  same  terms  as  he  bad 
to  Colonel  Bourke.  CJeneral  Craufurd  and  I  looked  over 
the  plan  of  the  town,  and  were  applying  the  plan  of  attack 
to  it,  when  he  started  a  difficulty,  from  the  idea  that  itw*a8 
the  intention  to  penetrate  down  the  centre,  instead  of  mak- 
ing an  impression  on  the  flanks:  he  objected  to  it  on  that 
score,  and  said  he  would  go  and  talk  to  General  Gowen 
A  few  minutes  after  General  Craufurd's  departure,  I  found 
that  he  had  made  a  mistake,  and  that  there  was  no  such 
intention  in  the  plan.     I  do  not  recollect  any  further  con- 
versation  that  night.    I  was  busied  in  making  copies  of  the 
plan  of  attack  to  deliver  to  the  officers  of  the  several  co- 
lumns ;  and  it  was  understood  that  it  was  to  take  place 
the  next  day  at  half  past  12  o'clock.    General  Gower  en- 
gaged to  bring  the  Brigadiers  to  head-quarters  at  eight,  or 
between  eight  and  nine,  to  receive  their  final  instructions : 
nothing  further  occurred  that  night.  The  next  morning  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  desired  me  to  write  a  letter  to  General 
Liniers,  which  letter  I  believe  has  appeared  in  the  public 
papers ;  tlie  General  wrote  the  letter  himself,  and  I  copied 
it.    The  General  also  wrote  a  circular  letter  to  the  Briga- 
diers, saying  that  he  was  obliged  to  adopt  that  mode  of  at- 
tack in  consequence  of  the  local  inconveniences  under 
which  the  army  laboured,  or  some  words  to  that  purport; 
and  calling  u|)on  them  to  make  every  exertion  in  their 
power   to   prevent    the    effusion  of  blood  which  might 
be  expected  from  it.     Shortly  afterwards  General  Gower 
end  the  Brigadier-Generals  came  to  head-quarters,  and  I 
was  sent  out  of  the  room  with  the  rest  of  the  staff".    I  un- 
derstood, when  the  conference  broke  up,  that  the  attack 
was  deferred  till  6  o'clock  the  next  morning,  the  morning 
of  the  oth.     Ill  the  detail  of  the  circumstances  which  may 
have  occurred,  I  trust  tlie  Court  will  allow  me  to  draw 
the  same  line  witli  regard  to  others,  which  I  liave  with  re- 
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gard  to  General  Whitelocke :  I  understand  I  an3  not  called 
upon  to  detail  any  conversation  witli  any  other  person. 

Judge  Advocate. — Certainly  not ;  unless  that  conversa- 
tion passed  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  General  White- 
locke. 

A.  Shortly  after  this,  about  1 1  o'clock,  I  accompanied 
Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  who  rode  out  to  view  the 
position.  I  believe  he  returned  in  the  course  of  an  hour: 
nothing  paiiicular  occurred.  Having  gone  to  the  centre, 
where  he  held  some  conversations  with  several  6fficers,  I 
really  do  not  recollect  who  they  were ;  General  Craufurd 
was  posted  there,  it  was  very  likely  with  him  and  others, 
but  1  am  not  clear  upon  that  subject;  there  were  several 
officers  about  there ;  it  was  General  Craufurd's  post :  no- 
thing particular  occurred  that  day  that  I  can  possibly  call 
to  my  recollection.  I  wrote  the  letters  to  Colonel  Mabon 
which  I  have  already  related  in  the  course  of  my  evidence ; 
every  thing  was  arranged  for  the  attack  next  morning ;  the 
Generals  and  commanding  officers  of  columns  got  their 
orders. 

Q.  From  the  time  of  the  Lieutenant-General's  arrival 
at  tlie  Miserere  on  tlie  3d,  did  he  make  any  reconnoisance 
towards  the  town  previous  to  tlie  close  of  the  4th  of  July  ? 

A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  How  near  were  your  quarters  to  those  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant-General  ? 

A.  I  was  quartered  at  tlie  same  place  witli  him. 

Q.  In  Mr.  White's  house? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  if  he  had  made  any  such  reconnoisance,  mus 
not  you  have  known  of  it  ? 

A.  From  the  situation  I  held,  I  must  naturally  ha 
known  of  it. 

Q.  How  soon  after  his  arrival  at  the  Miserere  wer^ 
the  head-quarters  established  at  Mr.  White's  house  ? 

A.  Immediately  after  our  junction  with  General  Gowc^r" 
I  heard  General  Whitelocke  ask  him  which  would  be  th^^ 
best  situation  for  head-quarters;  and  General  Gow^srJ 
pointed  out  Mr.  White's  houbc  :  1  do  not  know  when  ii 
was  established  as  head-quarters ;  1  did  not  go  there  m  3'- 
self  for  an  hour  afterwards. 
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Q.  State  for  how  long^  a  time  together,  and  at  what 
periods,  the  Lieutenant-General  was  absent  from  head- 
quarters, from  the  period  at  which  the  head-quarters 
were  established  at  the  Miserere  to  the  close  of  the  4th 
of  July. 

A,  I  do  not  recollect  that  the  General  was  absent  any 
time  from  head-quarters  during  that  period,  except  for 
the  hour  I  have  already  mentioned :  I  am  not  clear  as  to 
its  beiug  an  hour;  it  may  have  been  more  perhaps. 

Q.  What  is  the  distance  from  Mr.  White's  house  to  the 
entrance  of  the  town  ? 

A.  The  suburbs  are  so  extended  that  it  is  difficult  for 
me  to  say  what  is  the  entrance  of  the  town.  ]Mr.  White's 
bouse  is,  perhaps,  about  250  or  300  yards  in  rear  of 
General  Craufurd's  position ;  that  was  at  the  Coral. 

Q.  Did  Lieutenant-General  Whitclocke  ever  inform 
you  whether  ho  had  formed  a  plan  of  his  own,  whether 
he  had  formed  any  plan  for  the  attack  of  the  town  be- 
sides that  which  you  have  spoken  of  in  your  evidence  ? 

A.  I  never  understood  from  General  Whitelocke  that  he 
had  formed  any  precise  plan.  He  had  a  general  idea,  even 
before  he  left  ^lonte  Video,  of  proceeding  to  the  north- 
tvest  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  throwing  his  left  flank  on  the 
river,  for  the  purpose  of  communication  with  the  navy :  it 
was  always  his  intention,  however,  to  be  guided  by  local 
circumstances. 

Sir  John  Moore. — I  understand  the  question  to  re- 
spect any  plan  formed  by  General  Whitelocke  after  his 
arrival. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  wish  to  know  whether  you  had 
any  knowledge  of  any  plan  of  General  Whitelocke's  for 
tfie  attack  upon  the  town,  subsequent  to  his  amval  at  the 
Coral. 

A.  None  whatever,  subsequent  to  his  arrival  at  the 
Coral. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  believe  I  framed  my  question  so 
as  to  include  information  which  Colonel  lorrens  might 
have,  of  any  plan  formed  at  any  time  by  General  White- 
locke. Having  stated  that  you  accompanied  General 
Whitelocke  the  only  time  he  left  head-quarters  after  his 
arrival  at  the  Miserere ;  did  he  then  visit  the  advanced 
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/osts  of  the  army,  or  how  for  did  he  proceed  in  that  di- 
ection  ? 

A.  General  Whitelocke  did  not  go  farther  thnn  the  left 
of  the  Coral,  where  the  central  brigade  w  as  tlien  parad- 

Q.  Was  tlie  station  where  the  Commander  of  the  fprces 
was  to  be  found  on  tlie  day  of  attiick,  to  your  knowledge, 
tver  notified  in  orders,  or  olhcruiie,  to  the  oflicers  of  tlie 
army  ? 

A*  It  was  not  notified,  to  my  knowledge ;  and  I  never 
heard  it  mentioned  that  day. 

Q.  Were  the  points  of  retreat,  if  retreat  should  be- 
come necessary,  ever  notified  to  the  officers  of  the  army? 

A.  No  provision  was  made  for  retreat :  I  believe  the 
general  idea  was,  that  our  operations  would  be  crowned 
with  complete  success. 

Q.  Have  you  any  otlier  information  to  give  to  the 
Court  on  the  subject  of  the  charges  you  have  heard  read 
against  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  so  far  as  tlicy 
relate  to  the  period  to  which  your  examination  has  been 
confined  ? 

A.  That  question  ])uts  me  in  rather  an  awkward  pre- 
dicament; for  it  leaves  me  to  judge  what  relates  to  Gene- 
ral Whitelockc's  conduct.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  have 
left  out  any  thing;  but,  perhaps,  hereafter  something  may 
occur  to  my  mind.  I  beg  to  state  that,  for  the  sake  of  my 
own  feelings,  it  is  difticult  for  me  to  judi^e  what  attaches 
to  the  conduct  of  General  Whitelocke. 

Judge  Advocate, — It  is  impossible  for  any  one  who 
asks  the  questions  of  Colonel  Torrons  as  a  witness  upon 
this  subject,  to  know  what  information  he  may  possess,  or 
what  answer  he  may  give.  The  questions  which  I  have 
proposed,  have  been  ^^ith  a  view  to  obtain  information 
on  those  points  on  whicii  it  was  probable  he  might  have 
information  to  ronimnnieate.  There  mfty  probably  be 
others,  on  ^vhich  it  is  impossible  for  those  who  do  not 
know  all  which  Colonel  Torrens  does,  to  be  able  to  pro- 
pose a  question.  It  is,  therefore,  with  the  general  view 
of  obtainini:  all  the  information  which  the  Court  has  it  in 
its  power  to  ol)tain  from  the  witness,  that  I  have  put  that 

^**  Lieutenant-Colonel  Torrens  does  not  re- 
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member  any  other  facts  on  the  subject  of  the  charges 
which  he  has  heard  read,  he  has  only  to  say  tliat  he  has 
stated  all  which  he  recollects  attaching  to  the  conduct  of 
Licutcnant-Gcncral  Whitelocke  ujjon  the  subject  of  those 
ohargcs. 

A.  Generally  speaking,  I  have  stated  every  thing  which 
<x:curs  to  my  recollection.  I  do  not  at  this  time  remem- 
fcer  any  other  points  which  arc  material.  I  have  an- 
swered on  the  points  put  to  me,  and  endeavoured  to  an- 
swer them  to  the  hest  of  my  recollection.  If  I  reflect  a 
little,  there  may  probably  he  other  circumstances  which  I 
^o  not  recollect.  1  cannot  take  upon  me  to  say,  at  this 
moment,  there  are  no  other  circumstances  which  bear 
upon  the  charges  ;  but  I  do  not  recollect  any  other  cir- 
cumstances. 

Cross-examined  by  General  irhitelocke, 

Q.  Did  I  not  avail  myself  of  eveiy  means  of  procuring 
guides  and  information?  and  was  not  the  disposition  of  the 
country  so  hostile  to  us  as  to  render  it  very  difficult,  and 
almost  impossible,  to  procMireany  satistactory  intelligence? 

A.  The  disposition  of  the  country  was  so  hostile  that  it 
was  almost  impossible  to  |)rocure  intelligence  that  was  sa- 
tisfactory;  and  General  VVhitelocke  certainly  availed  him- 
self of  the  assistance  of  such  people  as  were  willing  to  af- 
ford information. 

Q.  Was  not  the  disembarkation  much  retarded  by  our 
being  obliged  to  go  into  a  small  creek,  instead  of  landing 
on  the  beach,  as  we  had  been  led  to  suppose  we  might  by 
our  guides  and  pilots  ? 

A.  Certainl}',  if  the  water  had  been  of  sufficient  draft 
to  enable  the  army  to  land  with  an  extended  front,  the 
disembarkation  would  have  been  much  more  expeditious. 

Q.  Were  we  not  led  by  the  guides  and  pilots  to  sup- 
pose that  the  men  would  land  at  Ensenada  upon  the 
beach ;  and  was  not  that  attempted  ? 

A.   We  were  led  to  snp[)ose  so  ;  and  it  was  attempted, 

Q.  Had  the  description  of  the  road  from  Ensenada  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  particularly  across  the  swamp,  given  us  by 
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the  guides  or  others,  led  us  to  form  a  just  conception  of 
the  ditficulties  we  afterwar*!    ?xperienced? 

A.  I  always  undersi  ocl  :.o.ii  the  guides  that  the  swamp 
ran  parahel  to  tlie  rigiit  bank  ot  the  Plata;  but  their  de- 
scriptions of  it  never  gave  an  adequate  idea  of  the  diffi- 
culties we  encountered. 

Q.  In  the  course  of  your  former  services  in  the  East  and 
West  Indies,  and  upon  the  Continent  of  Europe,  did  you 
ever  witness  the  march  of  an  army  through  a  swamp  like 
that  between  tlie  Ensenada  and  the  heights  of  Barragon  ? 

A.  I  never  recollect  in  any  of  tliose  countries  to  have 
marched  through  a  morass  such  as  that  from  tlie  bay  to 
the  heights  of  Barragon. 

General  JVhitebcke. — I  have  no  further  questions  to 
trouble  Colonel  Torrens  with  till  I  come  upon  my  de- 
fence. 

Re-examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  You  have  stated  in  your  first  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion put  by  General  Whitelocke,  that  the  disposition  of 
the  inhabitants  was  so  hostile  as  to  make  it  impossible  to 
procure  intelligence.  I  would  ask  whether,  if  it  was  im- 
po.-=sil)le  to  procure  intcUigcnee  by  fair  means,  the  usual 
mrans  were  resorted  to,  after  the  landing  at  Ensenada,  of 
seizing  persons  capable  of  giving  intelligence,  by  making 
strong  and  extensive  patrols  of  light  troops;  or  was  the 
necessity  of  it  obviated  by  strong  reconnoitring  parties  ? 

A.  It  was  impossible  to  seize  any  of  the  peasantry,  as 
they  evacuated  the  country  on  the  approach  of  the  army : 
the  only  t^vo  men  that  remained  were  seized ;  and  no  such 
patrols  or  reconnoitring  parties  were  formed. 

Examined  hy  the  Court. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  far  the  Passo  dc  Zamora,  m  here 
the  main  body  of  the  army  crossed  tlie  Chuello,  is  below 
the  source  of  the  river  ? 

A.   I  do  not  know. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  believe  I  must  remind  you  of  the 


tcint  to  which  the  question  I  am  about  to  put  to  you  re-^ 
fates,  by  stating  that  in  the  course  of  your  examination  you 
have  said,  that  upon  the  3d  of  July  you  had  a  conversation 
with  General  Whitelocke  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bourke 
on  the  subject  of  the  plan.  The  question  I  wish  to  put  to 
you  is,  whether  you  knew  that  the  Lieutenant-General  and 
Colonel  Bourke  had  had  any  conversation  upon  tlie  plan 
•of  attack  on  the  Sd,  previous  to  that  which  you  have 
stated  ? 

A.  Not  ttiat  I  am  acquainted  with;  and  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  was  the  first  conversation  they  had  on  the 
subject  It  is  impossible  I  can  speak  witli  any  certainty 
upon  that  subject;  but,  from  the  tendency  of  their  conver- 
sation,  it  appeared  to  me  it  was  the  first  conversation  on 
the  subject. 

Q.  In  that  conversation  which  you  are  speaking  of,  are 
you  sure,  or  do  you  know,  who  first  proposed  the  erasure 
of  that  particular  part  of  the  plan  relating  to  making  no 
prisoners  ? 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  it  was  General 
Whitelocke;  but  I  am  not  clear  upon  that  point. 

A  Mtmber. — Do  you  know  the  distance  from  the 
bridge,  where  Colonel  Mahon  was  ordered  to  halt  until 
further  orders,  to  the  nearest  part  of  the  town  r 

A.  To  the  nearest  part  of  tlie  town,  it  may  have  been 
two  miles  and  a  half,  or  three  miles ;  but  I  cannot  speak 
with  any  degree  of  precision.  The  Spaniards  called  the 
bridge  four  miles  from  the  body  of  the  town ;  therefore,  I 
imagine  it  may  have  been  from  two  and  a  half  to  three 
miles  from  the  bridge  to  the  nearest  part  of  the  town. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  far  it  is  fronl  tlie  bridge  to  the 
Residentia  ? 

A.  I  cannot  speak  with  any  certainty ;  but  I  suppose 
about  three  miles  and  a  half  perhaps. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  no  patrols  were  sent  out,  how 
was  it  ascertained  that  tlie  ustantias  in  a  south-western 
direction  from  the  heights  of  Barragon,  were  evacuated  by 
the  inhabitants,  or  those  in  any  other  inland  direction,  be- 
fore the  1st  of  July? 

A.  They  vvcre  always  found  to  be  evacuated  on  the  ar- 
rival of  the  advanced  guard  of  the  column. 
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General  Dundas. — It  has  been  mentioned  by  the  wit- 
ness, that  a  chxular  letter  was  written  bv  Cieneral  White- 
locke,  stating  that,  owing  to  certain  inconveniences,  he 
should  adopt  General  Gower's  plan  of  attack.  I  wish- to 
know  whether  Colonel  Torrens  can  inform  us  what  were 
the  inconveniences  which  were  referred  to  in  General 
Whitelocke's  circular  letter  to  the  Brigadiers  of  which 
you  have  spoken,  which  induced  General  Whitelockc  to 
adopt  the  plan  of  attack  proposed  by  General  Gowcr. 

A.  These  inconveniences 

Judge  Advocate. — I  would  suggest  to  the  Honourable 
General,  that  as  that  is  a  public  letter,  and  I  understand  it 
was  sent  among  the  public  papers  to  the  office  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  perhaps  it  will  best  itself  speak  for  its 
contents. 

General  Dundas. — I  do  not  want  to  know  the  contents 
of  the  letter,  but  the  circumstances  referred  to :  he  says 
that  it  was  the  inconveniences  under  which  the  army  la- 
boured which  induced  him  to  adopt  the  plan  of  attack  pro- 
posed by  General  Gower,  which  was  that  by  coup  de 
main,  instead  of  that  w  hicli  he  appears  himself  previously 
to  have  intended. 

Gener^al  H'hifeioclce, — The  letter  expresses  as  many  of 
those  reasons  as  I  thought  it  wise  to  express. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  did  not  understand  the  object  of 
the  Honourable  General:  I  understand  now  that  he 
means,  there  being  inconveniences  intimated,  Colonel  Tor- 
rens should  state  Avhether  he  knows  what  those  inconveni- 
ences were. 

A.  Those  inconveniences  arose  from  the  heavy  rains 
then  falling,  and  the  probable  want  of  provisions :  the  want 
was  in  some  measure  experienced  at  the  moment,  for  the 
men  had  been  without  spirits  for  several  days. 

Q.  !Might  not  a  communication  have  been  established 
with  the  shii)s  at  that  time? 

Colonel  'J  or  reus, — On  which  flank  does  General  Dundas 
mean? 

General  Dundas. — On  cither  flank. 

A.  AVe  had  liad  a  communication  at  deduction  on  our 
right  flank. 

Q.  I  mean  in  front  of  the  Iouti. 
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•  A.  Not  witliout  an  action,  certainly ;  not  without  gaio« 
ing  a  position  on  the  enemy's  flank.  If  we  had  taken  en 
extended  circuit  to  tlie  left,  we  might  have  commuhicated, 
^^^aps ;  we  might  have  moved  our  position  to  fbrm  a 
communication  with  the  navy ;  we  might  have  gone  eithei* 
to  the  left  or  risht  of  the  town,  but  there  must  have  been 
a  movement  of  a  considerable  force  to  have  established  a 
communication :  the  que&tion  is,  in  some  degree,  indefi- 
nite. Certainly  a  movement  might  have  been  made  to  the 
left,  and  a  communication  made  with  the  river ;  but  if  it 
was  meant  that  we  should  go  to  the  Plaza  del  Tauros,  we 
could  nJt  do  that  without. 

*■  Q.  Gould  you  have  communicated  with  the  shipping 
witliout  dividing  your  force  ? 

A.  From  the  Kecoltata  there  might  have  been  a  com- 
itiunication  opened  with  the  river  (the  llecollata  was  ill  the 
rear  of  the  Plaza  de  Tauros)  by  the  left  flank  of  the 
army. 

The  icitness  uithdrcxv. 

Captain  Charles  Marwell  called  in,  and  szvorn. 

Examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate* 

'  Q.  I  believe  you  were  Aid-de-Camp  to  Major-General 
Gower  in  tlic  expedition  to  Buenos  Ayres. 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  Did  you  at  any  time,  and  when,  receive  from  IMa- 
jor-General  Gower,  a  letter  purporting  to  come  from  Licu- 
tenant-General  Wliitelocke.^ 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  When? 

A.  I  received  many  letters  of  tliat  description. 

Q.  Onthe52d  of  July? 

A.  On  the  2d  of  July,  JNfajpr-Genenil  Gower  gave  one 
into  my  charge. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  contents  of  that  letter? 

A.  I  did  not  read  it. 

Q.  Was-  the  letter,  of  which  you  have  now  sp6ken,  that 
which  you  destroyed  upon  the  4th,  to  prevent  its  lajjing* 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ? 

A.  It  was. 


.  Judge  Advocate. — Tlien  I  need  not  trouble  Captain 
l^xwell  with  any  other  questions  :  you  did  not  reiad,  the" 
contents  of  that  letter  at  any  time. 

A,  No ;  I  did  not :  the  General  gave  it  to  noe  upon  the^ 
nfaxch^  and  I  put  it  up  witii  the  rest 

The  witfiess  withdrew. 

* 

Captain  IVhittingham  called  in^  and  sworn. 

Examned  hy  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  -You  were,  I  believe,  upon  Lie]utenanti<jene^^ 
Wbitelocke's  staff  upon  the  expec^litipn  against  9uq|y)S 
AjTes.  f 

A.  I  was  an  extra  Aid-de-Carnp. 

Q.  Did  you,  by  I.ieutenant-Geneml  Whitelodcpi,,  di-. 
rections,  convey  any  letter,  written  by  hi3,  orders,  tq  Cq]|o?>, 
nel  Mahon  at  Reduction  on  the  1st  or  2d  of  July? 

A.  No ;  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  were  not,  at  any  time  during  the  march  from 
Ensenada  to  Buenos  Ayres,  sent  to  convey  any  ordeirs  to 
Colonel  Mahon. 

A.  I  was  not. 

Q.  After  tlie  arrival  of  tlie  main  body  at  the  Miserere^ 
did  you,  at  any  time,  and  when,  proceed  into  the  town  o^ 
Buenos  Ayres  with  a  flag  of  truce,  and  for  what  purpose/ 

A.  On  the  morning  of  the  4th,  I  was  sent  into  fiuqyis 
Ayres  with  a  flag  of  truce,  and  a  letter  to  General: 
Dniers. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  contents  of  that  letter  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  will  now  produce  a  copy  certified 
from  the  Secretary  of  State's  Ofiice,  as  being  a  copy  of  that 
received  from  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  of  th?  letter 
he  sent  into  the  town  by  Captain  Whittingham.— f /^  zpus, 
read.) 

Q.  I  believe  you  brought  back  an  answer  to  that  letter. 
.  A.  I  did  not:  I  waited  half  an  hour,  the  answer  did 
not  come,  and  I  returned  to  head-quarters. 

Q.  How  far  did  you  proceed  into  the  town  upon. tl^ftt^ 
occasion.^ 
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A.  Uitie  ftidre  iHatk  A  mile'  itoijfi  /Hesd^cjoalrtdf^  I 

Q.  Did  you  coiflAMhksete  to>  Ll<dufe«ia]»t-CteMjNA 
Whitelocke,  on  you*  reflftftt;  thtf  observbtiortB^  trtlidh  vou 
Aad  Riad€^  of  t^e  stt*^ngfh  amt  preparieiCkHls  of  die  ehemjr? 

A.  I  saw  nothing  bat  their  out^poslS;  elnd^  duriclg^  im/ 
time  I  was  there,  all  hostilities  were  suspended. 

Q.  Did  y6u  exami^nfe^^  the  pi&dtle^  #ib  w€r«  ts&e^  oi^ 
thead? 
-  A.  i  ekiElrtincd  tW6»  oiBeeri;.  '- 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  acctkinfi  they  g^v^  yfltf  69  ttiH^ 
sition,  disposition  to  resist^  and  stref^gtb  of^^  cMeiAy?* 

A.  'fhey  said  that,  p^eviom  fo-  their  lHaiiAg  HiH  tcMn^ 
the  pritfdpoi'defefiees  httd'beeil  pi<ep^  M*  thfe  ^dt^lfiSttW 
to  the  river,  and  that  they  had  he^  it  tipdrWi: ^ihit'9k^ 
neral  Liniers  meant  to  occupy  the^  ^tjtt!^  <tf  Bkieito^' Aj^ 
i^ittl' cbluffiiis  of  troops.  '    tV 

Q.  AVas  that  tlie  substance  of  ^U  tUe^tefolmaiidii'aftRP 
gaveydd?  ■   ./. 

Ai  ThaVl^as'  aK  the  infbrtDadoii  I  Wab  tXk  W  fko6sfn^ 
from  them. 

Q.  Did  you  learn  from  them  when^  th^  had' le^  •  Ihe 
ttfwtt?  '-^ 

A.  If  I  recoHect;  thejT  had- left  the  tbttriofethtfls^^tliia? 
day  before  they  were,  taken.  .        ^ 

CL  Did  you  learn  from  them,  or  from  dfly  6thter^- 
fcHimitioir,  Whether  the  eriemy  had  evaEeiiiafted  thi^  p^sifi^n 
they  had  at  the  bridge?  ^         '^ 

A.  I  did  not.  '  1     : . 

Q.  I  believe  you  underMttfld  ^  SpiM^h  ladgba^    ' 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  language,  had  you'^tf  • 
means  of  obtaining  inibrmation  from  any  of  the  natives^ 
upon  the  subjects  to  which  I  have  already  referred,  be- 
tween the  period  of  y bur  arrival  at  thie  Jitis^fe^j  iAdtlip 
ctose  df  the  4th  of  July?  aiid,  if  you  had,  stkttf\^at  ^ia' 
the  sub^ttoee  of  it. 

A.  The  two  officers  I  examined^  appeared  'ti>*  ^ 
atfiic^r  the  most'  intelligent  of  the  piilsbners. 

Jhuige  Adcocate.^My  object'  goes  to  learn,  ^hdt '  in- 
formatiOii  you  received  subsrequem.  trappesi^s  A&f  d[6s1t' 


Q    O 


,  yiw«i^     W^;yM«**  •  •»   -^^p^     I  WW       •! 


^  whetfier  you  received  any  information  relating  to  a  p^ 

MWMUeM  .  !\r 

zjr^ittil»cdwtl.wne«u^wijS!qi^  .,;    \ 

-  A>v.^Q'^tipknQ9fi!  what  information  was  coqiUBUpic 

Ar    I  d0.nQt,;:Kf-.i-    ■.-:■    ;         '.■*::■  •  ■        "^ 

^./^  .xWa&  tb^  .stamen  .in  .w1^c);l  the  CommapdeK^ foi 
forces  was  to  be  found  upon  the  day  of  the  attack,  npli 
to  your  knowledge,  in  orders,,  or  otherwise,  to.'tbpXSon 

Ayii49>i»(;^no>rlhatitwfts.r  ;     ;  ■  »  . 

*  ^nOdi  WfiTQ.I^'iPpi^  :P^  retreat,  )i  retreat,  should  tiec 

«9W»Mj[iiHM9M  9^^^  naannfir  to.  the  Gi^oQiffh 

Q.  Were  your  quarters  at  Mr.  White's  hovoiSitjV^y 
Xtf!lirjt>}§^hfli4rft«arters.?.  ,;7/ 

A.  I  was  at  Mr.  White's  house  with  the  Generf)|i>; 

.r/Ht«.,Pi4;  tive    ItieutenantrGeneipal    nriake  ^y.;  jre 

noisance  towards  the  town?  .  •  u\i 

Ijt.  fil,  swusnot  .present  at  any.  .  ^  i 

Q.  As  it  is  possible  you  might  have  known  6f  sou 

CDi]|io|sance;  ajt.whi^  you  were  not  present,  do  ypKli 

of  any  having  been  made  ?  :   .  lol  j 

.,A-^.J4onot.  !(( 

r  Q.  If  any  had,  been  made,  must  you  not  hfeve  kp 

oifit? 

A.  I  shoulrl  tliink  I  must. 

Gefierai^^/iitclQcke.'^i  have  many  questions  to 
Captaiii  Whittingham,  but  I  shall  reserve  tliem  for  nq 

->    •  '    \     •    B:tamned  by  the  CtmrK 

/C).,  l)id  yo\i  see  General  Liniers,  or^iy  other  prills 
orficer,  ^vh^n  you  wept,  into  the  town  with  the  flag  cif  tfi 
and  naa  you  any  conversation  witli  any  officer  that 
saw  there?, 

A.  r  did  not  see  General  Liniers :  I  delivered  the  I 
to  an  oificjer  of  artillery,  who  commanded  that  part  ol 
enemy's  put-posts :  I  hud  no  particular  conversation. 
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Q.  Did  you  examine  the  guides  ori  the  march  ftbih 
Ensenada ;  and  if  so,  were  those  with  Deutcnant-Genertl 
Whitclocke's  columns,  and  those  with  Major-Geniral 
Gower's  column  ever  confronted  ?  »f 

A.  There  was  no  particular  examination  of  the  guide^tifi 
we  came  to  Reduction.  I  do  not  know  that  thbse  witfc 
General  Whjtelocke's  column,  and  those  with  Gen^ril 
Grower's  column,  were  ever  confronted. 

The  xcitncss  xcithdrciv,  ^'"'^ 

Judge  Advocate. — I  may  as  well  take  tins  opportiini^ 
of  reading  the  answer  to  that  letter  which  I  have  alrea(§ 
proved  to  have  been  sent  in  by  Lieutenant-General  ^Vhite^ 
locke.  It  is  admitted  by  General  Whitclooke  to  li^ 
correct. — (It  xcas  read.)  .    ^ 

Rear-Admiral  George  Murray  called  w,  and  sicorn.  •  -. 

Examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate^ 

Q.  Will  you  state  whetlier  any,  and  what,  means  tver* 
taken  to  ascertain  the  propriety  of  landing  at  tlie .  Ense- 
nada de  Barragon,  in  preference  to  other  places  ? 

A.  When  I  arrived  at  Monte  Video,  1  found  Admiral 
Stiriing  had  sent  Colonel  Uourke,  the  Quarter-Af aster-CJe- 
neraly  up  the  river  in  the  Fly  sloop,  for  tlie  purpose  of 
ascertainihs  the  best  place  for  landing  tlie  troops.  Ad» 
miral  Stirluig  informed  me  that  Ensenada  de  Barragon 
was  thought  to  be  the  best  place  both  by  Colonel  Bourke 
and  Captain  Thompson  of  tlie  Fly ;  and,  as  Geueinal  White-* 
locke  was  particularly  anxious  to  put  his  orders  in  force; 
this  place  was  thought  tlie  best  adapted  for  the  purpose, 
and  therefore  no  other  was  at  that  time  looked  for.  .1 

Q,  What  means  were  taken,  and  with  what,  success,  for 
provisioning  the  army  on  its  lauding,  and  during  its  subse:^ 
quent  operations  ?  .  . ;  »     .      »..    ^ 

A.  The  transports  that,  came  from  the.CWjHJ  of  Gbo4 
Hope  with  me,  had  nearly  thrqe  mgJiitlis\|)rovi$ions-  ii| 
them  for  5000  men.  The  greater  part  of  these  transppntit 
went  up  the  river  with  thctroojis ;  bciiiJjQji-.Wjjich,  stherc 


,;.xc,   I  uKi)<  two  victiialleiB,  uhich  had  a  quantity  oi 
^^cv^oik^  iii  iw  tike  army. 

v^.  \V  hat  measures  were  t^Jken  with  a  vju^w  to  co-ope- 
raiK)n  bi*tween  tlie  sea  and  the  iaod  forces,  more  paiticUf 
iiirly  wilciiever  the  latter  should  have  obtained  a  posHioi] 
to  (he  westward  of  the  town  ?  and  state  the  cau^e  why  sucb 
loneasures  w;e]re  not  carried  into  effect. 

A.  J  informed  the  General,  upon  leaving  ]3arragoii,  thai 
•whenever  he  came  to  the  water-side,  of  course  I  should 
communicate  with  him ;  and  the  day  after  leaving  fiarra- 
gon,  transports  were  sent  up,  by  my  direction,  to  anchor  as 
near  Buenos  Ayres  as  the  shoafness  of  the  river  would 
permit,  Ottusr  transports,  with  a  victualler,  I  kept  ir 
shore,  as  near  as  they  could  go,  between  Barragon  and 
Buenos  Ayres,  for  the  purpose  of  landing  provisions  foi 
the  army,  in  case  the  General  should  have  occasion  fox 
them;  and  on  the  1st  of  July,  perceiving  the  army  on  theh 
march  near  tlie  village  of  Reduction,  I  sent  an  officer  on 
*  shore  to  communicate  Avith  the  General,  and  to  ask  whe- 
ther he  was  in  want  of  any  thing  tliat  the  squadron  could 
jiupply  him  with.  The  omcer  returned  on  board  the  Ncr 
reide  the  next  morning,  and  informed  mc  that  the  General 
wished  very  much  I  would  land  bread  and  spirits  for  the 
army.  The  quantity  required  at  that  time  by  the  officei 
commancliog  the  division  which  was  near  shore,  was  ira- 
mediately  landed.  The  officer  at  the  same  time  observed, 
that  he  believed  a  depdt  of  provisions  would  be  necessary 
at  Reduction :  a  quantity  was  immediately  ordered  to  bs 
landed,  part  of  which  was  on  the  beach,  when  the  officer 
vas  informed  that  that  division  was  to  march  on,  and  oi 
course  there  was  no  person  to  take  chai*ge  or  to  keep  the 
provisions.  Provisions  were  likewise  ready  to  be  landedi 
if  requirpd,  after  our  troops  took  possession  of  the  }^laza 
del  Taui'os.  Three  days'  provisions  were  ordered  to  be 
dressed  for  tlie  troops  when  they  disembarked  at  Barra* 
gon,  and  three  days'  bread  and  spirits  were  reported  to  me 
to  have  been  landed,  I  think  on  the  2d  of  July,  for  the  di» 
Tision  of  the  army  commanded  by  Colonel  Malion.*  More 
could  have  been  landed  if  Colonel  Mahon  had  wished 
pit. 
Judge  AdcoeaU. — Th^re  is  one  part  of  the  question 
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}K\nch  does  not  kppear  to  have  been  Answered — ;^ith  respect 
to  the  measures  to  be  taken  for  co-operation  when  the 
troops  had  got  possession  of  the  town. 

A.  The  transports  having  the  artillery,  the  heavy  can- 
don,  were  ordered  to  the*  westward  of  the  town  on  the  3d 
of  July,  by  pkrtrcular  request  of  General  Whitelocke,  hav- 
ing received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Bourke  the  Quarter- 
Masfer-Gcneral,  I  think  on.  the  2d  of  July,  stating  that  it 
^as  the  General's  direction  that  he  should  inform  me  of 
hfe  intention  of  marching  to  the  westward  of  the  town,  and 
requesting  I  would  order  the  vessel  having  the  heavy  ar- 
tillery into  that  place.  I  likiewise  ordered  the  four  gun- 
boats, witii  such  armed  vessels  as  drew  but  little  water, 
nnder  the  command  of  Captain  Thompson  of  the  Fly. 
These  gun-boats,  and  the  vessel  having  the  heavy  artillery 
on  board,  were  to  tlie  westward  of  the  town  on  the  4th, 
the  gun  vessels  being  ready  to  co-operate  with  the  army 
whenever  it  might  be  thought  necessaiy;  understanding 
fr6m  the  letter  from  Colonel  Bourke,  as  well  as  from  the 
ccnversisition  that  passed  between  the  General  and  myself, 
tirhett  on  board  the  Nereide,  tliat  it  was  the  General*^ 
intention  to  make  his  attack  from  the  Avestward  of  the 
town. 

Q.  Hbw  near  could  the  transports  approach  the  shore 
«  Point  Quilmes? 

A.  I  tliink  they  might  have  approached  as  near  as  d 
inile  or  thereabout,  as  there  is  a  channel  Avithin  side  of  the 
baiik ;  but  the  deptli  of  water  is  very  uncertain,  as  it  is  go- 
vefned  so  much  by  tlie  winds,  and  falls  suddenly,  with  me 
wind  at  north  north-west,  seven  or  eight  feet. 

Q.  How  far  was  it  practicable  to  bring  vessels  fo  the 
westward  of  the  town,  with  a  view  of  landing  artillery  and 
Mores ;  and  what  facilities  did  the  mouth  of  the  Chuello 
afford  for  that  purpose  ?  and  state  the  cause  why  no  at- 
tempt was  made  of  this  nature  on  these  or  on  any  other 
points. 

A.  To  the  westward  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  off  Buenos 
Ayres,  it  is  so  very  shoal,  that  the  vessels  could  not,  with 
safety,  be  brought  to  remain  for  any  time  within  five  or  sii 
miles  of  the  landing  place ;  for  thei  gun-bjigs,  which  drfew 
very  little  wetter,  v^erc  frequetitly  aground  within  two; 
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three,  and  four  miles  of  the  shoix).  The  entrance  o^  the 
Jlio  Chupllo,  at  low  water,  I  understand  to  be  nearly  dry 
on  the  bar.  I  do  not  mean  to  state  that  there  was  any; 
difficulty  in  landing  the  cannon,  as  the  boats  might  have 
landed  the  cannon,  and  cannon  was  actually  in  the  boats 
ready  to  land  when  tlie  truce  was  made ;  of  course,  while 
the  truce  lasted,  all  operations  of  that  kind  were  at  a 
stand.  When  I  say  there  was  no  difficulty  in  landing  the 
cannon,  I  do  not  mean  to  say  but  that  the  water  falling  sifl 
suddenly  would  occasion  its  taking  some  time ;  but  that 
the  cannon  might  be  landed. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  state  that  the  circumstances  which 
you  have  mentioned  in  your  answer  to  tiic  last  question, 
presented  insuperable  obstacles  to  an  attack  upon  the  east 
of  the  town  by  a  portion  of  the  troops  conjointly  with  the 
navy,  at  the  same  time  when  the  town  was  attacked  by  the 
army  in  the  opposite  quarter? 

A.  I  had  no  doubt  that  the  gun-boats  could  liave  as-; 
sisted  in  the  attack  on  the  east  part  of  tlie  town,  but  not 
so  eftectually  as  attacking  it  from  the  westward;  and,  as  I 
conceived  it  to  be  (ieneral  Whitelocke's  intention  (;o  attack 
ttie  town  from  the  westward,  the  gun-boats  were  all  there 
for  that  purpose. 

Q.  What  was  the  quantity  of  small  craft  employed  in 
the  expedition  to  Buenos  Ayres,  and  tlic  quantity  and  na-r 
Jure  of  armed  vessels  drawing  a  small  draft  of  water  ? 

A.  I  do  not  think  that  there  were  more  than  five  or  six 
vessels  that  were  of  easy  draft  of  water  enough  to  assist  in 
the  attack  on  the  town,  for  one  or  two  of  the  gun- boats, 
which  drew  but  little  water,  were  at  times  aground  during 
their  attack. 

Q.  By  the  attack,  you  mfean  the  attack  on  the  5  th, 

A.  The  attack  on  the  6th ;  the  gun-boats  were  placed 
and  kept  up  a  fife  on  the  6th. 

Q.  What  number  of  seamen  were  landed  with  the  army 
on  the  28th  and  25Jth? 

A.  I  think  about  220,  besides  officers :  upwards  of  200 
pertainly  were  landed  with  the  artillery  tP  march  on  with 
the  army. 

Q.  Ilad  you  any  communication  with  Lieutenant-Ger 
p^qral  Whitelocke  upon  the  subject  of  the  number  of  sea? 
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men  that  could  be  spared  by  the  fleet  to  assist  in  the  ope* 
rations  of  tlic  arniy  ?  and  if  you  had,  state  it. 

A.  General  Wliitelocke  requested  I  >vould  allow  of440. 
seamen  being  landed,  which  number  were  ordered,  and 
were  sent  up  the  river  for  that  purpose ;  but,  finding  that 
the  boats  for  landing  the  troops  would  require  a  great 
number   of  these  men   to   man   them,    I    informed  th€ 
General  tliat  half  tliat  number  should  land  with  the  first 
division,  and  march  on  under  his  direction ;  that  the  oth^r 
half,  after  the  troops  were  landed,  he  should  have,  if  lie 
found  it  necessary,  although  I  had  left  the  ships  at  Monte 
Video  very  short  of  men,  having  landed,  by  the  General's 
request,   the  marines  of  the   squadron  at  Monte  Video. 
When  the  troops   were  landing,   Captain  Frazer  of  tlie 
artillery  informed  me  that,  if  we  could  land  the  horses, 
he  did  not  tliink  he  should  have  occasion  for  more  seamen  ; 
and  no  request  being  made  for  the  220  seamen  which  had 
been  kept  for  disembarking  the  troops,  I  concluded  tliat 
they  were  not  wanted  ;  and,  on  the  army  marching  on  from 
Barragon,  I  sent  them   down   to   their  ships  at  Monte 
Video. 

Q.  Subsequently,  then,  to  the  landing  of  the  troops, 
no  request  was  ever  made  to  you,  on  tlie  part  of  Lieute- 
nant-General  Whitelocke,  to  land  the  other  220  seamen. 
A.  None. 

Q.  Have  you  got  Colonel  Bourke's  letter? 
A.  No,  I  have  not :  I  have  left  it  with  my  papers  at 
Portsmouth;  I  will  write  for  it,  and  endeavour  to  get  it  up, 
if  you  wish  it.  > 

Judge  Advocate. — I  have  no  wish  to  have  the  letter ; 
but  if  Geueral  Whitelocke  wishes  to  have  it  produced,  it 
should  be  procured. 

General  IVhittlocke.-^^Xhich  letter  does  Admiml  Mur- 
ray refer  to  ? 

Admiral  Murraij. — When  you  were  about  to  march 
on,  Colonel  Hourke  wrote  a  letter,  by  your  orders,  re- 
questing that  I  would  order  the  fleet  to  the  westward. 

General  JVIiitelocke — Just  as  the  Court  please :  1  have 
no  wish  whatever  upon  the  subject. 

Jtuige  Advocate. — The  Court  have  already  the  sub- 
Stance  of  the  letter  from  Colonel  Bourke,  the  writer  of  the 
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kftter,  and  also  from  Admiral  Murray ;  but,  pferhaps,  it 
would  be  better  that  the  Court  should  learn  the  contents 
of  the  letter  from  the  letter  itself ;  therefore,  perhaps,  it 
would  be  better  you  should  have  the  ^odness  to  write 
ftwr  it.  The  substance  of  the  charges  not  hating  been  read 
to  Admiral  Murray  at  the  commencement  of  his  exami* 
nation,  I  should  wish  it  sliould  nOw  be  read. 

An  abstract  of  the  first  and  second  chargts  xcas  rtatl  to 

Admiral  Murray. 

Judge  Advocate. — Having  heard  those  Charges  read,  1 
would  ask  whether  you  have  any  other  information  to  ^vc 
npon  the  subject  of  them,  than  what  you  have  already 
communicated  to  the  Court,  confining  that  information  to 
the  close  of  the  4th  of  July. 

A.  I  can  only  state,  that  I  believe  every  exertion  was 
teade  use  of  by  General  Whitelocke  to  get  up  to  Barra^oh, 
and  that  he  was  very  anxious  to  put  in  force  the  Oixlera 
which  he  had  received.  What  occurred  on  shore,  of 
course  1  cannot  possibly  be  a  judge  of ;  and  I  did  not  set 
General  Whitelocke  again  till  the  7th  of  July. 
Cross-cramined  by  General  JVhitelocke. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  circumstances  of  our  landing, 
and  being  obliged  to  look  for  a  proper  place,  in  consequence 
of  the  first  men  being  obliged  to  wa(le  through  the  water  ; 
find  was  not  considerable  delay  occasioned  by  our  being 
obliged  to  land  in  the  creek  ? 

A.  The  landing  at  first  was  certainly  attended  with  tlie 
soldiers  being  wet  getting  Out  of  the  boats,  but  not  to  any 
great  number ;  I  believe  four  or  five  boats  at  most ;  but 
in  about  an  hour  a  proper  place  was  found  for  landing  tlie 
troops,  wliich  was  so  very  convenient  during  the  remaming 
part  of  the  day,  and  while  the  tide  was  in,  that,  not  only 
the  troops  landed,  but  tlie  artillery  was  landed  without 
difficulty. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  morning  10  o'clock. 


FIFTEENTH  DAY. 

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  15,  18O8. 

JAeutcnant-Cohnel  Httiry  T&rrtm  called  in  again. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  have  to  acquaint  the  Court,  I  have 
been  informed  that  LieutenantrColonel  Torrens  wished  to 
explain  or  to  add  something  to  his  evidence  j  I  now,  there- 
fore,  call  upon  him  to  state  any  alteration  he  wishes  to 
make. 

A.  I  have  to  apologize  to  the  Court  for  having  omitted 
to  state  one  fact  relative  to  General  Whitelocke's  absence 
from  head-quarters  on  the  4th  of  July.  It  is  of  a  very 
trivial  nature ;  but  lest  it  should  impeacli  my  recollection 
on  other  points,  I  would  state  that  General  Whitelocke 
proceeded  to  the  centre,  on  another  occasion  besides  that 
which  I  have  stated,  on  the  4th  of  July  :  if  the  Court  wish 
me  to  state  the  particulars,  I  am  very  ready  to  obey  their 
.commands. 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  period  and  the  length  of  his  ab- 
sence, and  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  it,  within 
your  knowledge? 

A.  AboHt  three  quarters  of  an  hour  after  General 
Whitelocke's  return  from  the  Coral  tlie  first  time,  I  was 
riding  ip  \\^  centre  with  Major-General  Gower.  The 
piquets  were  tlien  engaged ;  and,  in  consequence  of  a  report 
fropi  an  ptfioer  relative  to  some  movements  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy,  General  Gower  ordered  the  central  brigade  to 
get  under  arms,  and  hastily  proceeded  to  head-quarters  to 
report  the  circumstance  to  the  General,  and  to  purpose 
withdrawing  the  out-posts,  to  induce  the  enemy  to  leave 
(heir  fastnesses  in  the  town,  (jieneral  Whitelocke  consent- 
ed to  the  proposition,  and  immediately  mounted  his  horse 
and  proceeded  to  the  centre.  In  the  course  of  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  or  twenty  minutes,  it  was  found  that  the  man- 
(BUvre  was  xK>t  attended  with  tiie  desired  effect ;  and  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  ordered  the  post  to  be  resumed,  and 
|bm  returoi^  to  h^ad-quarters.  It  was  subsequent  to  his 
return  that  th|B  examination  of  the  Spanish  officers  toqk 
place^  which  I  haye  already  related  to  the  Court,    I  do 
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not  recollect  any  tiling  further  that  occurred  on  that  day. 
There  is  another  part  of  my  evidence  wliicb,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  Court,  I  should  wish  very  much  to  explcun. 
The  letter  which  was  written  to  General  Goweron  the  2d 
of  July,  was  signed  by  me,  although  dictated  by  the  General ; 
therefore  the  quotation  whicli  1  gave  from  it  with  regard 
to  the  General's  intention  of  supporting  the  advanced 
column  was  incorrect,  inasmuch  as  it  \^  as  expressed  in 
the  Gcnerars  pei-son  :  I  should  have  stated,  "  It  is  the 
**  intention  of  the  Commander  of  the  forces  to  support 
•*  you  witli  a  column  under  his  immediate  command." 

Q.  How  long  was  Lieutenant-Gencral  Whitelocke  ab- 
sent from  head-quarters  at  the  time  you  have  last  spokeo 
of;  and  during  his  absence  did  he  make  any  reconnoisance 
of  the  town  ? 

A.  He  was  absent  about  20  minutes  ;  but  it  is  difficult 
for  me  to  state  that  with  any  degree  of  accuracy;  it  may 
have  been  more,  or  it  may  have  been  less.  It  Avas  about  20 
minutes ;  and  he  did  not  make  any  reconnoisance  of  the 
town  to  my  knowledge. 

Tke  uitne^s withdrew. 

Captain  John  Squire  called  in^  and  srcorn. 

The  abstract  of  the  first  two  charges  was  read. 

JUiXamined  hy  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  I  believe  you  w^ere  Commanding  Officer  of  Engi- 
neers, in  the  expedition  to  Buenos  Ayres. 

A.  I  had  the  honour  to  be  Commanding  Officer  of  En- 
gineers. 

Q.  Had  you  any,  and  what  number  of,  pontoons  under 
your  care,  to  assbt  tlie  operations  of  tlie  army  on  that 
expedition  ? 

A.  There  were  six  pontoons,  with  all  the  necessary 
equipage,  all  the  carriages  to  convey  them. 

Q.  They  w  ere  embarked  at  Monte  Video. 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  particular  operation  for  which 
these  pontoons  were  especially  provided  ? 

A.  I  understood  these  pontoons  were  prepared  for  the 
passage  of  the  Rio  Chuello. 
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Q.  W^re  they  ever  landed,  and  when  ? 

A.  Part  of  them  were  landed  on  the  morning  of  the 
tSth  of  June. 

.  Q.  Was  that  part  re-embarked,  or  did  they  accompany 
the  army  ? 

A.  They  were  re-embarked  by  the  order  of  Colonel 
Boiirke,  tlie  Quarter-Master-General  of  the  army. 

Q.  Were  they  ever  made  pse  of  during  the  expedition 
for  any  purpose  ? 

A.-  No,  never. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  they  were  not  used  during  tlie 
apedition? 

A.  Colonel  Bourke,  of  the  Quarter- Mastcr-Generara 
department,  told  me  that  there  would  be  no  occasion  to 
disembark  any  stores  in  our  department,  except  a  few  in- 
trenching tools,  at  tliat  time. 

Q.  This  was  at  Ensenada. 
]  A.  Yes,  at  Ensenada  de  13arragon,  the  place  of  disem- 
barkation. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  they  were  not  landed  any  where 
else,  so  as  to  be  used  during  the  expedition  P 

A.  The  point  of  Quilmes,  below  lleduction,  was  the 
only  point  where  they  could  be  disembarked  afterwards  t 
they  were  not  disembarked  tliere. 

Q.  My  question  is,  whetlier  you  know  why  they  were 
not  disembarked  f 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Might  they  not  have  been  disembarked  at  Point 
(iuilmes,  if  it  had  been  thought  advisable? 

A.  I  cannot  speak  from  my  own  personal  knowledge :  I 
was  not  there. 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  quantity  of  intrenching  tooU 
which  accompanied  the  army,  and  when  they  wcr€  de- 
livered to  the  troops,  and  in  what  proportion  ? 

A.  Very  few  intrenching  tools  were  disembarked, 
merely  sufficient  to  fill  a  small  hand-cart  that  was  drawn 
by  men. 

Q.  Was  that  number  the  whole  that  the  troops  had 
with  them  previous  to  tlie  close  of  the  4th  of  July  ? 

A.  At  the  Coral  de  Miserere,  after  the  action  of  the  ^2d 
of  July,  we  found  an  intrenching-tool  cart  belonghig  to  tlie 
•nemy,  in  which  there  vver^  a  few. 


Q.  Was  any  account  taken  of  the  number  of  intrenteh- 
ing  tools  in  the  cart  yooi  have  spoken  of,  taken  on  tlie  Hd 

of  July? 

A.  1  took  an  account  of  them  myself,  but  the  numlSer 
was  very  inconsiderable ;  I  do  not  recollect  the  nunaber  ex-^ 
actly,  but  a  very  small  nuniber  indeed 

Q.  Have  you  that  account  ? 

A.  No,  I  have  not. 

Q.  Is  it  destroyed  ? 

A.  It'was  lost :  I  lost  several  things. 

Q.  Was  the  number  of  intrenching'  tools  in  tfiiEfharid- 
cart  landed  at  Ensenada,  added  to  that  inconsiderable  nonl- 
ber  taken  from  tlie  enemy  on  the  2d,  the  whole  Trhich*  the 
troops  had  at  the  close  of  the  4th  ? 

A.  The  whole  of  the  intrenching  tools. 

Q.  Were  you  in  possession  of  any  plati  of  BticnttT 
Ayres  and  its  environs,  previous  to  the  artny  landings  at 
Ensenada;    and.  previous  to  the  leaving-  Montef  Videa 
did  you  ever,  in  communication  with  the  Commander  of* 
the  forces,-  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  consider  the 
most  eligible  arrangements  for  establishing  the  troops,  irt" 
the  vicinity  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  the  most  advisable  plan 
of  attack  upon  the  town  ? 

A.  1  obtained  a  copy  of  the  plan  of  the  town  of  fitieiJtfsr* 
Ayres  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bourke;  the  Quartet-Mk* 
ster  General.  '*  . 

Q.  At  what  time  ? 

A.  On  my  arrival  at  Rfonte  Video:  I  arrived  with  6fe- 
neral  Craufurd.     The  Commander  in  Chief  never  didttieT 
the  honour  to  consult  me  upon  the  subject  of  the  attaciv: 

Judge  Advocate, — I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  yon  un* 
derstood  the  precise  object  of  the  question :  it  is  not 
merely  whether  you  were  consulted  with  respect  to  the 
plan  of  attack  actually  put  into  execution,  but  whether* 
previous  to  leaving  Monte  Video,  or  at  any  other'  time, 
you  had  any  communication  with  the  Comrnander  of  the* 
forces  on  the  subject  stated  in  the  question. 

The  question  and  anmxr  were  read  over. 

Judge  Advocate. — Did  you  mean  to  state  that  as  a  genes 
ral  answer?  undoubtedly  it  is  an  answer tothr question; 


271 

A.  I  never  oonsidered'  myBelf!  as  consulted  previons  to 
tiie  attack. 

Ju^ge  Advocate. — I  perfectly  understand^  the  puqiort 
of  your  answer,  which  is,  that,  you.  were  not  consulted  ati 
^iX ;  but,  in  the  words  in  which  the  answer  is  given,  it  ad* 
i^its  still  of  ambiguity ;  for  you  might  have  been  consulted! 
about  a  plan  oi  attack,  although  you  w^e  not  consulted* 
^Qut  the  plan  of  attack  actually  put  into  execution.  K 
you  never  were  consulted  at  all,  which  I  understand  you* 
to  state,  perhaps  instead  of  saying,  '^  He  did  not  consult 
*^  me  upon  the  subject  of  the  attack,"  if  you  state,  "  He< 
<<  dkt  not  consult  me  upon  aoy  plan  of  attack,"  that  will) 
be  more  explicit. 

A.  I  would  add,  nor  upon  the  subject  of  the  opera- 
tions. 

Q.  By  the  operations,  do  you  mean  as  to  any  operas 
taons  f^ainst  the  town  ? 

A.  jftelative  to  any  operations  previous  to  the  attack  £ 
mean. 

Q.  From  your  local  observations  of  the  environs  of 
Buenos  Ayi*es,  are  you  of  opinion  the  town  was  sufficiency* 
commanded  by  any  ground  m  its  vicinity,  so  as  to  have 
lUlowed  batteries  to  have  been '  established  with  effect 
against  the  placfe  ? 

A.  My  answer  will  relate  now 'to  the  period  subsequent 
to  the  atUick. 

Judge  Adoocate. — I  do  not  mean  to  apply  the  question 
to  that  period.  I  thought  that  it  was  probable  Captain 
Squire  might  have  seen  sufficient  of  the  town  previous  to 
the  5th,  to  answer  that  question.  If  that  was  not  so,  if 
you  will  be  kind  enough  to  say  so,  I  will  alter  my 
question. 

A«  I  do  not  imagine  you  could  carry  on  your  opera- 
tions with  effect  from  tlie  Coral  de  Miserere ;  the  town^ 
could  not  be  said  to  be  commanded  by  any  ground 
near  it. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  ground  which  the  army  might^ 
have  occupied,  that  would  have  had  the  effi^ct  stated  in » 
the  laat  questiou,  namely,  that  of  affording  the  means  of 
erecting  batteries,  so  as  to  command  the  town  ? 

A^  I  tUink.the  ground  to  the  north  ward  "^  of  the^  city 
would  have  been  extremely  favoui^pibte^ 
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Examined  by  the  Court. 

Lord  Cathcart. — Can  you  state  whether  the  conversa- 
tion uliich  you  have  stated  to  have  passed  with  Lieute- 
nant-Gcneral  Whitelocke,  relative  to  your  not  holding  so 
much  coQimunication  with  Major-General  Gower,  took 
place  before  ten  o'clock  on  tlie  morning  of  the  4th  ? 

A.  A  circumstance  which  I  have  noted  brings  to  my 
recollection,  that  this  conversation  took  place  about  two 
o'clock  on  the  4th. 

*Si>  John  Moaix.'^l  think  that  Captain  Squire  has 
given  an  answer  which,  as  an  engineer,  he  would  not  like 
to  stand  upon  record:  I  conceive  he  was  under  some 
mistake.  He  has  said,  that  the  Ilecollata  was  a  favourable 
point  to  establish  batteries  against  the  town;  surely  he 
would  not  tliink  that  at  two  miles  distance  it  was  a  proper 
place. 

A.  I  said,  a  proper  place  to  advance  from. 

The  question  and  ansxcer  zcere  read. 

Sir  John  Moore.— Yom  would  not  establish  batteries 
agcunst  an  open  town,  two  miles  distance :  it  was  a  very 
good  place  to  communicate  with  the  sea,  but  not  to  erect 
batteries. 

A.  It  was  not  my  intention  to  state  that  they  should 
erect  their  batteries  at  the  KecoUata ;  but  in  advance,  to- 
wards the  town.  To  the  best  of  my  judgement,  it  would 
have  been  a  favourable  point  to  have  occupied. 

Sir  John  Moore. — Certainly,  for  the  army  to  occupy  to 
communicate  with  the  sea ;  but  it  could  not  be  of  any 
service  to  erect  batteries  there.  It  was  merely  with  a  view 
to  Captain  Squire  himself  that  I  wished  the  correction  to 
be  made ;  I  thought  it  was  put  down  in  a  way  which 
Captain  Squire  would  not  wish. 

Judge  Advocate. — You  mean,  that  it  would  have  been  a 
favourable  point  for  the  army  to  have  occupied  to  com- 
municate  with  the  sea,  and  so  as  to  have  commenced  their 
$ir^er  operations. 

A.  Just  so;  with  a  view  to  the  further  operations  of 
the  army. 

T 
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A  Mem6er. — Did  you  never  offer  your  opinion  to  tlie 
Commander  of  Uie  forces,  on  the  best  means  of  attacking  the 
towTi»  although  he  did  not  consult  you  or  that  subject ;  and 
if  you  did  not,  what  were  your  reasons  for  not  doing  so  ? 

A.  I  never  did  offisr  my  opinion ;  I  shouki  not  have 
thought  myself  justified  in  obtruding  it :  I  should  not  hav« 
•presumed  to  have  done  so,  unless  I  was  consulted. 

The  uitkess  xcithdrcw. 

Captain  Alexander  Dixon  calkd  in^  and  sworn. 

Examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  I  believe  yon  were  Captain  of  tlie  Artillery  in  tlie 
expedition  against  Buenos  Ayres. 

A.  I  fi'as. 

Q.  What  division  of  the  army  did  you  accompany  ii| 
the  march  from  the  heights  to  the  Miserere  ? 

A.  That  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Mahon. 

Q.  How  many  pieces  of  artillery  were  with  that  divisiou 
of  the  army  ? 

A.  On  the  first  movement  from  Ae  heights  only  five  : 
I  joined  Colonel  Mahon  on  the  heights. 

Q.  Were  you  joined  by  any  other  pieces  of  artillerj 
during  the  march  from  the  heights  to  Reduction  ? 

A.  By  none. 

Q.  Then  was  five  the  whole  number  of  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery with  that  division  when  it  reached  Reducticm  ? 

A.  I  moved  from  the  Ensenada  de  Barragon  with  the 
part  of  the  artillery,  but  did  not  join  the  corps  under  Co- 
lonel Mahon  till  I  reached  the  heights. 

Judge  Advocate. — My  object  is,  that  the  Court  should 
know  what  number  of  pieces  of  artillery  Colonel  Mtdien^s 
division  bad  when  it  readied  Reduction  ? 

'A.  Five. 

Q.  How  many  pieces  of  artillery  wore  landed  in  aU  i^ 
Ensenada  ? 

A.  Sixteen.  * 

Q.  Does  that  number  include  tlie  five  Spanish  fga^ 
spiked  in  the  swamp  or  not  ?  * 

A.  Those  guns  arc  included.  • . 
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Q.  Was  part  of  the  division  of  the  army  under  Colonel 
Mahon  delayed  by  the  necessity  of  halts  for  the  artiQ^ 
to  keep  up  ? 

A.  Occasionally  in  passing  water  courses;  but  no  con* 
siderable  delay. 

General  ff  hitehcke. — I  have  no  questions  to  trouble 
Captain  Dixon  witli. 

Examined  by  the.  Court. 

Q.  Was  the  artillery  drawn  solely  by  horses  ? 

A.  By  horses,  sailors,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the 
artillerymen,  and  occasionally  detachments  fiom  the  in« 
fentry. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  number  of  seamen  were  -at- 
tached to  that  division  of  the  army  ? 

A.  }  never  saw  any  return  of  the  seamen ;  byt  I  am 
nearly  confident,  from  140  to  150. 

Q.  Was  an  additional  number  of  horses  embarked  for 
the  purpose  of  expediting  the  moveoxents  of  the  artill^  ? 

A.  I  do  not  perfectly  comprehend  the  question :  theEe 
'were  six  liorses  embarked  for  each  gun  and  each  ammuni* 
tion-car,  which  is  two  more  than  is  used  in  England. 

Q.  What  number  had  you  attached  to  your  division  of 
the  army  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  the  artillery? 

A.  I  can  give  an  explanation  as  far  as  the  division  I 
commaiKled : — ^there  were  embaiked  at  Monte  Video,  for 
the  brigade  of  guns  that  was  under  my  direction,  of  mules 
and  horses  64 ;  that  allowed  six  horses  to  each  gun  an4 
each  carriage  attached  to  the  field*pieces ;  I  mean  the 
ammu  nition-cars . 

Q.  Were  all  those  horses  you  have  spoken  of  diseoi* 
barked  at  Ensenada? 

A.  The  horses  were  all  landed ;  but,  from  the  awkward- 
ness of  the  seamen  and  people  employed  in  landing  th^, 
I  think  at  least  forty  horses  belonging  to  the  whole  de* 
partmcnt  made  their  escape  on  joining  the  park  :  the  di-, 
visions  were  thrown  together,  and  any  independent  di- 
vided command  ceased ;  so  that  I  was  not  afterwards  at- 
tached to  any  partiqular  gun,  but  moved  with  the  whole 
qorps. 

t2 
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Q.  Hdw  many  horseii  had  each  of  the  five  piec6s  uiider 
your  command  ? 

A.  They  diminished  daily^  from  getting  loose  and 
escaping ;  to  give  any  correct  return  of  them  now,  would 
be  out  of  my  power. 

Major  Philip  GideoJi  Roache  called  m,  and  sworn. 

The  abstract  of  thejirst  and  second  charges  was  read^. 
Examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  I  believe  you  were  on  Brigadier-General  Lumley'* 
Staff  in  the  expedition  against  Buenos  Ay  res. 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  Did  you,  at  any  time  on  the  3d  of  July,  go  into  the 
town  of  Buenos  Ayres  with  a  flag  of  truce  ?  if  so,  state 
to  the  Court  on  what  occasion  you  went  in,  and  what 
parsed. 

A.  About  midnight  on  the  night  of  the  second,  I  re« 
ceived  a  message  from  General  Gower  to  come  to  his 

Quarters.  He  told  me  that  I  was  to  go  into  Buenos 
tyres,  at  day-light  on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  with  a  flag  6f 
truce,  to  summon  the  town  to  surrender  to  the  British  Go- 
vernment He  gave  me  written  instructions  in  order  to 
take  with  me,  which  I  have  in  my  pocket. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  do  not  know  how  those  instructions 
can  affect  the  charges  against  General  Whitelocke.  Did 
you  rcceive  from  Major-General  Gower  any  letter  to  Ge- 
neral Linicrs? 

A.  Subsequent  to  those  instructions  I  did, 

Q.  That  was  previous  to  tlie  second  time  of  your  going. 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  consequence  of  instructions  you  received  from 
]Maior-General  Gower,  did  you  proceed  into  the  town? 
'  A.  I  proceeded  into  the  town,  according  to  tlie  orders  I 
received  from  Major-General  Gower,  with  those  instruc- 
tions. 

Q.  Will  you  state  all  that  passed  during  your  execution 
of  these  orders  ? 

A.  In  obedience  to  l\fajor-General  Gower's  order,  I 
was  on  fiorscback  at  day-light  on  the  morning  of  tlie  3d, 
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with  a  corporal  of  the  17th  light  dragoons  carrying  a.4ag 
of  truce,  and  a  trumpeter.  I  asked  General  Gower's 
permission  to  allow  me  to  take  a  Spanish  officer  in,  in 
order  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  finding  the  shortest 
way  into  the  town ;  but  in  passing  the  British  out-posts, 
the  field  officer  commanding  recommended  that  I  should 
take  a  party  of  the  rifle  corps  in  \vith  me,  which  I  accord'^ 
ingly  did,  an  officer  and  twelve  privates.  We  proceeded 
Mith  some  difficulty,  until  I  penetrated  a  considerable  way 
into  the  town  before  we  stopped.  After  some  considera* 
ble  delay,  the  second  Spanbh  officer  in  command  came  to 
xne;  General  EUio  he  is  called;  and  upon  my  making 
known  to  him  tlie  orders  which  I  had  the  honour  to  con- 
vey, he  said  I  could  not  see  General  Liniers  upon  any 
account ;  but,  that  if  I  had  any  communication  to  make 
from  the  English  General,  he  would  convey  jA  to  him.  t 
told  him  I  had  the  honour  to  carry  proposals  for  the  sur- 
render of  the  town.  He  answered  in  Spanish,  with  a  great 
deal  of  animation,  that  they,  meanhig  the  Spanish,  po$? 
sessed  sufficient  strength  and  spirit  to  defend  the  town, 
^ut,  as  it  appeared  to  me  of  great  importance,  if  possible, 
to  commence  some  negociation,  I  endeavoured  to  draw 
Jbim  into  it;  and  the  only  thing  he  would  consent  to  was^ 
that  I  should  return  to  my  General,  in  order  that  be  should 
make  such  communication  as  he  thought  proper  in  writ- 
ing; upon  which  I  returned,  and  acquainted  General 
Gower  to  that  effect;  who  immediately  went  to  his  quar- 
ters, and  wrote  a  letter,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  take 
back  into  the  town  again.  That  is  immediately  what  re- 
lates to  the  flag  of  truce.  If  you  wish  to  have  the  ori^nal 
instructions  from  Major-General  Gower,  I  have  them  in 
my  pocket. 

Q.  Did  you,  in  the  conversation  of  which  you  have 
just  been  speaking,  state  any  precise  terms  ? 

A.  General  Eliio  would  never  allow  me  to  enter  into  the 
precise  terms  of  the  instructions  I  had.  I  spoke  generally, 
using  all  the  persuasion  I  was  master  of,  to  influence  him 
to  a  capitulation  ;  and  represented  our  force.  The  iubtvuc-* 
tions  are  signed  by  General  Gower  himself, 

Q,  ^\'ill  you  read  them } 
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kitter,  and  also  from  Admiral  Murray ;  but,  pferhaps,  it 
would  be  better  that  the  Court  should  learn  the  contents 
of  the  letter  from  the  letter  itself ;  therefore,  perhaps,  it 
would  be  better  you  should  have  the  ^odness  to  write 
ftwr  it.  The  substance  of  the  charges  not  having  been  read 
to  Admiral  Murray  at  the  commencement  of  his  exami* 
nation,  I  should  wish  it  should  nOw  be  read. 

An  abstract  of  the  first  and  second  chargts  was  rtai  to 

Admiral  Murray. 

Judge  Adi'ocate, — Having  heard  those  charges  read,  I 
would  ask  whether  you  have  any  other  information  to  ^vc 
upon  tlie  subject  of  them,  tlian  w  hat  you  have  already 
communicated  to  the  Court,  confining  that  information  to 
the  close  of  the  4th  of  July. 

A.  I  can  only  state,  that  I  believe  every  exertion  was 
IHade  use  of  by  General  Whitelocke  to  get  up  to  Barra^oh, 
mad  that  he  was  \evy  anxious  to  put  in  force  tlie  orders 
wiiich  he  had  received.  What  occurred  on  shore,  of 
course  I  cannot  possibly  be  a  judge  of ;  and  I  did  not  sefe 
General  Whitelocke  again  till  the  7th  of  July. 
Cross-examined  by  General  JV/iittlocke. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  circumstances  of  our  landing, 
and  being  obliged  to  look  for  a  proper  place,  in  consequence 
of  the  first  men  being  obliged  to  wa(le  through  the  water  ; 
fmd  was  not  considerable  delay  occasioned  by  our  being 
obliged  to  land  in  the  creek  ? 

A.  The  landing  at  first  was  certainly  attended  with  tlie 
soldiers  being  w  et  getting  out  of  the  boats,  but  not  to  any 
great  number;  I  believe  four  or  five  boats  at  most;  but 
in  about  an  hour  a  pro|)er  place  was  found  for  landing  tlie 
troops,  which  was  so  very  convenient  during  the  remaining 
part  of  the  day,  and  while  the  tide  was  in,  that,  not  only 
the  troops  landed,  but  tlie  artillery  was  landed  without 
difficulty. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  morning  10  o'clock. 


FIFTEENTH  DAY. 

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  15,  18O8. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Htnry  Torrens  called  in  again. 

Judge  Advocate, — I  have  to  acquaint  the  Court,  I  have 
been  informed  that  Lieutenant-Colpnel  Torrens  wished  to 
explain  or  to  add  somctliing  to  his  evidence  j  I  now,  ther^<- 
fore,  call  upon  him  to  state  any  alteration  he  wishes  to 
make. 

A.  I  have  to  apologize  to  the  Court  for  having  omitted 
to  state  one  fact  relative  to  General  Whitelocke's  absence 
from  head-quaiters  on  the  4th  of  July.  It  is  of  a  very 
trivial  nature ;  but  lest  it  should  impeach  my  recollection 
on  other  points,  I  would  state  that  General  Whitelocke 
proceeded  to  the  centre,  on  another  occasion  besides  that 
which  I  have  stated,  on  the  4th  of  July  :  if  the  Court  wish 
me  to  state  the  particulars,  I  am  very  ready  to  obey  their 
commands. 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  period  and  the  length  of  his  ab- 
sence, and  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  it,  within 
your  knowledge? 

A.  About  three  quarters  of  an  hour  after  General 
Whitelocke's  return  from  the  Coral  the  first  time,  I  was 
jiding  ip  th^  centre  with  Major-General  Gower.  The 
piquets  were  then  engaged ;  and,  in  consequence  of  a  report 
Ji'om  an  pifioer  relative  to  some  movements  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy,  General  Gower  ordered  the  central  brigade  to 
get  under  anna,  and  hastily  proceeded  to  head-quarters  to 
report  the  circumstance  to  the  General,  and  to  purpose 
withdrawing  the  out-posts,  to  induce  tlic  enemy  to  leave 
their  fastnesses  in  the  town.  General  Whitelocke  consent- 
ed to  the  proposition,  and  immediately  mounted  his  horse 
and  proceeded  to  the  centre.  In  the  course  of  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  or  twenty  minutes,  it  was  found  that  the  noan- 
ieuvre  was  XK>t  attended  with  the  desired  effect ;  and  Ge* 
nerai  Whitelocke  ordered  the  post  to  be  resumed,  and 
IbcH)  returoi^  to  head-quarters.  It  was  subsequent  to  his 
return  that  th^  examination  of-  the  Spanish  officers  toqk 
place^  which  I  haye  already  related  to  the  Court.    I  do 
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Q.  Can  you  state  how  hr  you  did  proceed  into  the 
town  from  the  suburbs  ? 

A.  I  suppose  I  got  within  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
of  the  ford. 

Q.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  difficulties  with  which 
your  progress  was  attended  ? 

A.  Considerable  firing,  which  never  ceased.  I  waa 
aware  that  difficulty  would  exist^  having  been  sent  into 
Monte  Video  in  tiie  same  way. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  any,  and  what,  preparations  for 
the  defence  of  the  town  ? 

A.  I  saw  no  guns :  the  houses  were  all  barricaded,  all 
shut  up,  and  the  whole  population  armed. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  other  prepai'ations  ? 

A.  Nothing,  but  all  descriptions  of  people,  men  and 
<boys,  armed. 

Q.  You,  of  course,  delivered  the  answer  to  Major-Ge- 
nend  Gower. 

A.  Certainly ;  and  every  observation  which  I  had  made 
upon  the  town :  they  then  were  about  to  make  an  attack 
upon  us  as  I  came  out. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  at  what  hour  of  the  day  you  left 
the  town  the  last  time  vou  went  into  it? 

A.  I  should  think  it  must  be  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock^ 
when  I  got  back  to  General  Gower  the  last  time :  I  cannot 
speak  accurately,  but  I  think  it  was  about  that  time. 

Cross-examined  by  General  JFhitehckc. 

Q.  You  have  said  that  General  Ellio  spoke  with  con- 
siderable animation;  can  you  recollect  and  state  his  par-^ 
ticular  exprcs.<ions,  and  how  they  applied  ? 

A.  The  literal  translation  of  the  words  he  used  \i^ais, 
"  We  possess  siillicitiit  strength  and  courage  to  defend  ouF 
*»  town;"  expressed  with  a  great  deal  of  animation  and 
energy.  The  moment  I  told  him  the  pur[>ort  of  my  ep- 
rand,  he  immediately  put  his  liand  to  his  Ineast,  and  said, 
with  great  energy,  that  they  possessed  suflicient  strength 
and  courage  to  defend  the  to\Nn. 

Q.  From  your  intercourse  with  the  yihabitantsin  conse- 
quence of  your  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  language,  are 
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you  able  to  .inform  the  Court  who  were  considered  as  the 
instigators  and  the  principal  actors  in  the  insurrection 
against,  and  breach  of  treaty  with,  General  Beresford? 

A.  I  hcard'many  names  mentioned,  from  the  intercourse 
I  had,  being  employed  by  Sir  Samue],Achmuty  among  the 
Spaniards ;  but  I  cannot  speak  positively  to  any  name.  I 
know  that  those  in  power,  at  the  time  General  Whiter 
locke  arrived  before  Buenos  Ayres,  were  many  of  them  the 
people  principally  instigating  the  insurrection  against  Ge^ 
serai  Beresford. 

E^'Qmined  by  the  Court. 

Lord  Cathcart. — Do  you  recollect  whether  Lieutenant* 
General  Whitelocke  ever  examined  you  upon  the  subject 
of  what  you  had^  seen  when  you  went  into  Buenos  Ayres 
on  the  3d  of  July? 

A.  I  understood  that  every  thbg  that  I  had  communis 
cated  to  General  Gower  was  reported  by  him  to  General 
Wbitelocke;  who  also  himself^  in  a  day  or  two  afterwardSj 
asked  me  the  pardcukrs  of  what  had  occurred. 

Q.  Was  tliat  previous  to  the  5th,  that  you  communi* 
cated  to  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  ? 

A.  Yes ;  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  it  was  the  even- 
ing on  which  General  Whitelocke  came  up.  He  did  not 
send  for  me  particularly  to  ask  me ;  but  he  said  to  me, 
"  Roache,  did  not  you  go  in  with  a  flag  of  truce?"  I  said, 
^'  Yes ;"  and  he  asked  me  what  occurred. 

Judge  Advocate, — There  is  an  apparent  incorrectness, 
in  your  evidence.  You  state  that  it  was  on  the  3d,  and  that 
you  communicated  it  to  General  Whitelocke  a  day  or  two 
afterwards,  but  yet  that  you  think  it  was  the  evening  that 
J)e  came  up,  wliich  was  on  the  3d. 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection  it  wets  not  on  the  3d, 
I  tliink  it  was  on  the  4th  :  it  made  no  particular  impression 
x)n  my  recollection,  as  1  was  not  sent  for  immediately. 

A  Member. "^li^A  you  stated  tiic  whole  of  your  instruct 
tions  to  the  Spanish  General  at  tlie  time  he  so  warmly  pro- 
tested against  the  surrender  of  the  town  ? 

A.  No  :  I  stated  genemlly  our  great  force,  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  Commanding  General  to  do  every  thing  which 
humanity  could  suggest,   and  tlmt  ail  private  property 
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should  be  Mspected.  I  did  not  touch  tipcn  the  point  of  tiie 
Spanish  prisoners  of  war. 

Q.  Did  you  Icarrt  from  Gtjncral  Ellio,  trt-  the  Aid-Kle- 
Cmmp)  whether  the  bridge  was  evacuated,  and  whether  the 
whole  armed  fon^e  of  the  Spaniiirds  \ras  in  the  town  ? 

A.  Nothing  relative  to  the  evacuation  of  the  bridge  took 
place :  I  endeavoured  to  impress  upon  him  that  we  had 
ikfeated  tlie  whole  Spanish  army  the  niglit  before. 

Q.  Was  that  article  respecting  the  civil  officers  being 
included  as  prisoners  of  war,  mentioned  to  General  £llio» 
and  did  he  particularly  object  to  it? 

A.  Certainly  liot :  I  thought  it  best,  in  the  disposition  I 
ibund  hiih,  not  to  mention  that  subject. 

Joseph  Bullock^  Esq.  called  itiy  and  tuorn. 

The  abstract  ofthcjirst  and  second  chargeszoas  read. 

Examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate, 
,    Q.  Were  you  at  the  head  of  the  commissariate  em- 
ployed in  the  expedition  against  Buenos  Ay  res  ? 

A»  I  was. 

Q.  Have  you  any  return  of  the  whole  amotntof  the 
provisions  embarked  for  that  expedition  ? 

A.  I  have. 

It  was  delivered  in  and  read. 

Q.  Have  you  a  return  of  the  quantity  of  pn>visionk 
landed  for  the  troops  at  Ensenada  ? 
A.  I  have. 

//  was  delivered  in  and  read^ 

Q.  What  number  of  horses  were  embarked  at  MoAte 
Video  for  the  transport  of  the  provisions,  before  you.  left 
Montevideo?    . 

A.  None;  there  were  no  horses  specifically  provided  by 
TM,  nor  by  the  department,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting 
the  provisions  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

Q.  What  nqmber  of  horses  were  appropriated  for  that 
-purpose  upon  the  landing  at  Ensenada  ? 

A.  There  were  about  sixty  dragoon  horses. 

Q.  Was  that  tlie  whole  number  ? 


'    A.  I  cannot  posidvel}'  speak  to  tlic  pliscise  numW; 
it  was  about  that 
■    Q.  At  the  landing. 
A,   Yes. 

Q.  How  long  were  tliese  Iiof^^  employed  in  the  servici 
of  the  comniissariate  ? 

A.  They  were  only  Attached  to  the  comniissariate. 
Q.  How  long  were  these  sixty  horses  attached  to  tii^ 
commissariate  ? 

A.  During  the  Avhole  course  of  tlie  march  to  Buenoi 
Ayre«. 

Q.  Was  there  no  greater  number  tlvan  tlie  sixty  horses 
you  speak  of  employed  in  tlie  transport  of  provisions 
ticross  the  marsh  ? 

A.  No ;  there  were  only  about  twenty-five  that  actually 
took  provisions  from  Ensenada. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  other  thirty-five  ? 
A.  Many  of  the  others  broke  loose,  and  lost  the  sup- 
plies that  were  at  first  put  on  them ;  and  the  rest  would 
not  bear  any  on  their  backs. 

•  Q.  Do  you  mean  to  state  that  the  25  horses  you  hav^ 
taentioncd  were  employed  in  conveying  the  provisions 
from  the  heights  to  Buenos  Ayres? 
A.  And  from  Ensenada  on  the  march. 
Q.  On  the  march  from  Ensenada  to  Buenos  Ayrtt^, 
the  25  horses  were  employed  for  that  purpose. 

A.  Yes ;  but  tlicy  delivered  provisions  on  the  way:  they 
did  not  carry  the  provisions  the  whole  of  the  way  to  Bue- 
nos Avres. 

Q.  Had  you  any  communication,  and  of  what  nature, 
with  Lieutenant-General  Whitclocke,  previous  to  the 
army  leaving  Monte  Video,  with  respect  to  the  mode  by 
which  the  necessary  supplies  of  provisions  and  forage 
would  be  assured  to  the  army  on  its  march  to  Buenos 
Ayres ;  and  what  arrangements  were  made  on  that  head  ? 
A.  On  my  arrival  at  Monte  Video  on  the  15th  of  June, 
I  waited  upon  the  Commander  of  the  forces,  when  he  in- 
troduced me  to  Lieutenant-General  Bradford,  the  De- 
puty-Adjutant-General, Lieutenant-Colonel  Bourke,  th^ 
Deputy-Quarter- Master-General,  and  Lieutenant-Colo«- 
oel  Torrcns,  the  Military  Secretary ;  observing^  that  as  I 
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9hoiiid  have  much  communication  to  have  with  those 

ofiicers,  they  were  at  liberty  to  make  me  acquainted  t^ith 
at!  particulars.    Supposing  it  to  allude  to  the  service  in 
jgtneraK  the  next  day,  or  the  day  following,    I  am  not 
poe^itive  as  to  the  day,  I  called  upon  the  Deputy-Quarter* 
jtfa^tcr-General,  requesting  all  necessary  information,  as 
fiir  as  might  concern  my  department,  relative  to  the  expe- 
dition up  the  river  Plata,  and  especially  wished  to  know 
how  iar  from  the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres  the  debarkation 
vas  likely  to  take  place ;  upon  which  he  intimated  to  me 
that,  as  the  landing  would  not  be  more  than  five  or  six 
miles  from  the  town,  it  -  would  be  only  necessary  for  me 
to  send  one  of  tiic  officers  of  my  department  on  shore  as 
soon  as  possible  with  tiie  Lassomen,  in  order  to  seize  upon 
all  cattle,  or  any  thing  else  in  tiic  way  of  supplies,  that 
might  be  found  on  the  spot.     Conceiving,    tiierefore,  that 
nothing  more  was  required  of  me,  I  did  not  trouble  ^he 
Commander  of  tiie  forces  with  any  direct  application  re- 
lative to  what  might  be  required  of  me.     I  thought  it  only 
iurthcr  necessary  to  suggest  the  expediency  oif  landing 
seven  days'  su])ply  of  provision,  immediately  after  the 
troops  had  landed,  in  order  to  guard  against  want ;  air 
though   Colonel  Bourke  gave  reason  to  hope  that  the 
British  forces  would  be  m  possession  of  the  town  of  Bue- 
nos Ayres  in  the  course  of  the  second,  or,  at  ifurUiest,  the 
third  day  after  landing ;  therefore  I  had  no  reason  to  ex-- 
pect  the  army  would  have  had  so  long  a  march  to  make ; 
and  consequently  did  not  think  of  making  any  preparation 
for  the  transporting  of  supplies.    But  in  ord^r  to  convey 
seven  dayis'  supplies,  which  I  recomniended  to  be  landca 
from  the  waters  edge,  to  a  secure  and  dry  place  of  deposit, 
I  further  suggested  the  expediency  of  taking  six  small 
carts  with  mules  for  that  purpose ;  and,  upon  that  being 
approved  of,  the  carts  and  mules  were  procured  by  requi- 
sition in  the  town  of  Monte  Video,  and  were  embai*ked 
accordingly. 

Q.  When  was  the  alteration  in  the  place  of  landing  in- 
timated to  you  ? 

A.  The  alteration  w  as  not  intimated  to  me  at  all  before 
leaving  Monte  Video.  I  only  knew  it  from  the  circupi- 
stance  of  the  fleets  arrival  off  Enscnada,  and  tiie  trocnis 
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gbing  on  shore.  I  beg  to  correct  tliat  last  part :  it  wad 
made  known  to  me  by  the  General  on  my  waiting  upon 
him  on  board-ship  on  the  Ensenada ;  he  then  informed 
me  the  troops  wei'e  going  to  land  there. 

Q.  Had  you  no  direct  communication  personally  with 
the  Commander  in  Chief  himself  at  Monte  Video,  re- 
ipectin;:  tlie  supplies  for  the  army  previous  to  lca\ing 
Aionte  A^ideo  r 

A.  In  a  general  way  I  had.  On  the  9th  of  June  I  gave 
the  Commander  of  the  forces  a  general  statement  of  all 
tlie  supplies  that  were  in  magazines  in  Monte  Video  and 
on  board  ships,  distinguishing  the  quantities  which  were  ta 
go  up  the  river  for  the  service  on  the  other  side ;  and  I  also 
requested  to  know  his  pleasure  respecting  the  supplied 
i^'hich  he  would  have  otherwise  provided  for  the  service ; 
upon  which  I  received  his  instructions  to  collect  pro- 
visions at  that  town  (Monte  Video)  for  a  given  number  of 
men  for  a  certain  time,  I  cannot  say  the  time,  because  I 
have  not  the  paper  with  me ;  but  1  could  not  have  acted 
upon  that  order,  which  went  to  provide  otherwise  for  tli^ 
service,  until  we  had  got  possession  of  the  town  of  Buenos 
Ayres. 

•  Q.  Will  you  explain  what  you  mean  by  providing  other- 
wise for  the  service  r 

A.  Establishing  magazines :  I  requested  to  know  what 
ma^zines  he  w  ished  to  have  establislied. 

Sir  John  Moore. — ^We  understand  that  the  Commis- 
sary-General is  stating  the  directions  which  were  given  to 
provide  magazines  for  the  garrison  left  in  Monte  Video: 
tliat  is  not  the  intention  of  tlie  question- 

Judge  Advocate, — ^The  question  api)lies  to  whether  you 
had  any  communication  with  (ieneral  Whitelocke,  and,  if 
you  had,  what  it  was,  before  you  left  Monte  A'ideo,  rela- 
tive to  supply  of  provisions  for  the  army  employed  in  the 
expedition  to  Buenos  Ayres, 

A.  I  understood  it  applied  in  a  general  way,  whether  I 
had  any  communication  with  General  Whitelocke  relative 
to  supplies  for  tlie  army. 

Judge  Advocate. — ^I'hen  I  will  put  the  question  with  aa 
addition:  What  direct  communication  had  you  with  tlie 
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Commander  of  the  forces  hioiself  with  respect  to  the  sup- 
ply of  provisions  to  the  aiiny  employed  in  the  expeditioQ 
against  Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  I  had  no  other  communication  with  the  Commander 
of  the  forces  wlien  at  Monte  Video,  relative  to  the  sup- 
plies for  the  army  on  the  expedition,  beyond  the  returns 
which  I  gave  him  of  the  supplies  tliat  were  going  up  with 
tlie  troops. 

Q.  Had  you  any  direct  and  personal  communication 
with  Lieutenant-Greneral  Wliitelocke  as  to  the  place  of 
landing  the  troops,  and  the  means  of  provisioning  the  army 
during  its  march  to  Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  No ;  I  had  not  until  I  had  landed   at  Ensenada, 
when  I  was  ordered  to  land  three  days'  supplies  of  biscuit 
and  spirits,  which  was  effected  on  tlie  2,9th  of  June ;  and 
upon  my  wishing  to  know  from  the  General  himself  hoir 
^ose  supplies  which  were  landed  were  to  be  disposed  o( 
and  conceiving  at  the  same  time  that  they  were  intended 
Ibr  immediate  issue,  tiie  General  expressed  surprise  at  mj 
BOt  knowing  that  tlie  cavalry  horses  were  with  pack-saddlea^ 
to  be  appropriated  for  the  transpojt  of  the  provisions  with 
the  army ;  upon  which  I  addressed  myself  to  the  Quarter* 
Master-General  relative  to  those  horses  and  pack-saddles 
which  were  at  the  time  landing.  The  next  morning,  on  the 
80th,  the  gieatcst  difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting  any 
of  tlie  horses  to  bear  the  saddles,  much  less  any  additional 
burden  of  supplies;  therefore  only  a  small  quantity  of  bis- 
cuit, about  9.500  pounds,  could  be  carried  on  to  the  army. 
The  spirits  were  attempted  to  be  taken  in  two  of  the  carts 
which  I  had  originally  suggested  to  be  brought  over  merely 
for  the  transporting  the  supplies  for  a  short  distance ;  but 
the  spirits  were  obliged  to  he  left  on  the  ground,  owing  to 
the  rottenness  of  the  soil,  tlie  mules  not  being  able  to  draw 
Ae  carts.     And  finding  all  attempts  to  carry  oh  supplies 
lo  any  amount  were  ineffectual,  I  set  of  with  Colonel 
Bourke  to  join  the  Commander  of  the  forces,  who  had 
previously  marched  from  Ensenada;  Colonel  Bourke  hav- 
ing expressed  an  ophiion  that  the  army  would  be  obliged 
to  return  and  re-embark ;  insomuch  tliat  upon  my  wishing 
to  destroy  the  only  cask  of  sp^ts  that  was  letl  on  the 
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ground,  the  others  having  been  previously  staved,  he  re- 
commended my  leaving  it  in  its  then  present  state,  under 
the  idea  that  the  army  would  so  return. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  horses  which  vou  state  would 

1  ** 

not  bear  the  pack-saddles  ? 

A.  Some  ran  away  from  the  men  who  held  them ;  others 

came  on  with  the  pack-saddles  only,  but  without  any  sup- 

plies :  there  were  several  that  came  on  with  pack-saddles, 

fcut  without  bearing  any  othier  weight. 

'  Q.  What  became  of  the  provisions  those  horses  were  to 

luive  conveyed  ? 

A.  Part  of  tiiem  were  re-embarked  after  the  army  had 
marched. 

Q.  Upon  what  ground  did  it  appear  to  you  to  be  pnro* 
bable  tliat  tlie  army  would  return  to  tlie  landing  place 
from  the  heights  ? 

'  A.  In  consequence  of  not  being  able  to  take  on  provi- 
sions for  their  support.  A  great  part  of  the  supplies  wbicH 
were  attemptild  to  be  earned  on  from  Ensenada  on  the 
paek-saddles  were  destroyed,  by  the  horses  kicking  ai^ 
plunging,  and  throwing  the  bistoil  into  the  dirt. 

Q.  In  any  of  the  returns  you  have  delivered  in,  is  the 
quantity  and  the  kind  of  provisbns  with  which  the  army 
left  the  heights  of  Barragon  included  ? 

A.^  Yes,  it  is. 

Q.  And  the  different  issues  made  to  the  different  divi- 
ttons  of  the  armv  during  the  march? 
'  A.  Yes;  that  is  stated  m  the  returns  I  have  delivered  in 
Ais  morning:  there  were  also  some  supplies  landed  at- 
Qailmes. 
,    Adjourned  till  to-morrow  inoming  ten  o'clock. 


Joseph  Bullock^  Esq.  catted  in  agam. 

Judge  J dzH)caf€.— Perhaps  it  would  be  dcsiraUe  that 
the  evidence  tlie  Commissary-General  has  ffvcrtj  should 
be  read  over  to  him  before  aiiy  other  questions  are  asked. 

The  evidence  of  Mr.  Buttock  was  read  acej\  and  theJbUow- 

ing  correction  made. 

After  the  %vords,  '^  by  the  horses  kicking,  plunging,  and 
•*  tlirowing  the  biscuit  into  the  dirt." 

Mr.  Buttock. — I  wish  to  add,  This  opinion  was  founded 
upon  the  opinion  before  expressed  by  ColoneJ  Bourke^ 
that  the  army  would  be  obli^  to  return  to  Epsenada. 

Examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  Were  three  days'  provisions  the  whole  amount  of 
the  provisions  you  were  directed  to  land  at  Ensenada? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that,  by  a  requisition  upon  the 
town  of  Monte  Video,  some  carts  were  obtained  for  the 
conveyance  of  provisions.  Could  not  means  of  tlic  same 
kind  have  been  procured  to  a  much  greater  extent,  if  it  had, 
been  thought  advisable? 

A.  I  do  not  think  they  could. 

Q.  Had  you  any  directions  as  to  procuring  Lassomen 
to  accompany  the  army? 

A.  The  Dcputy-Commissary-General,  who  had  charge 
of  the  department  at  Alonte  Video  previous  to  my  arrival, 
had  the  arrangements  to  make  for  the  service  of  tlie  de- 
partment going  on  the  expedition ;  and  he  had  directions 
to  get  a  number  of  these  Lassomen,  but  was  unable  to 
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procure,  or  tx)  induce,  more  than  four  or  five  men  of  that  de- 
scription to  proceed  with  the  army. 

Q.  Had  you  any  men  to  take  charge  of  the  horses 
which  were  allotted  to  your  department  on  the  landing  at 
Ensenada  ? 

A.  They  being  dragoon  horses,  the  dragoons  were  at- 
tached to  my  department  to  assist  in  bringing  on  the 
horses  with  the  supplies. 

Q.  Had  you  any  communication  or  orders  from  Lieute- 
iiant-General  Whitelocke  after  your  arrival  at  the  heights, 
and  during  your  march  from  thence  to  Buenos  Ayres, 
upon  the  subject  of  provisions  and  forage  for  the  army,  up 
to  the  night  of  the  4th  of  July  ?  and,  if  you  had,  state  what 
they  were. 

A.  I  did  not  join  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  on 
the  heights  until  the  30th  of  June,  when  the  army  was 
preparing  to  march  forward ;  and  I  did  not  receive  any  or- 
ders from  him  relative  to  the  supplies  on  the  march,  ex- 
cepting the  delivery  immediately  of  the  small  quantity  of 
.biscuit  which  was  carried  across  the  swamp ;  but  there  not 
being  time  for  its  being  delivered  out,  in  consequence  of 
the  sudden  movement  of  the  troops,  the  greater  part  of 
that  biscuit  was  ordered  to  be  canied  on.  The  troops  re- 
ceived meat  suilicient  for  two  days'  consumption  previous 
to  marching. 

Judge  Advocate, — I  am  asking  as  to  any  orders  you  re- 
ceived during  the  whole  of  the  march  to  Buenos  Ayrcs. 

A.  At  Quilnies,  or  Reduction,  General  Whitelocke 
gave  me  reason  to  hope  that  the  army  would  receive 
supplies  from  the  shipping ;  but  I  received  no  orders  par- 
ticularly upon  the  subject.  When  tlie  army  arrived 
near  Buenos  Ayres,  on  tlie  3d  of  July,  tliey  received  re- 
gular supplies  of  biscuit  as  far  as  the  regiments  chose  to 
send  for  that  article  to  head-quarters,  where  the  biscuit 
was  found  or  made :  this  goes  only  to  the  main  body  of 
the  army;  the  column  under  Major-Cieneral  Gowcr  hav- 
ing proceeded  throughout  the  march  forward  without  any 
communication  being  made  to  me  tliat  it  was  so  to  go  for- 
ward. The  column  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Ma- 
hon  received  fo*jr  or  five  days'  supply  of  bread  and  spirits 
at  Reduction ;  and  the  troops,  in  general,  received  fresh 
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oieat  at  diflferent  places,  but  not  always  to  the  full  exteut 
of  what  they  ou^^.ht  to  have  had,  Imd  there  been  a  suffidency 
of  cattle  procured.  The  column  under  General  Gower 
comuieiiced  also  receiving  bread  near  Buenos  Ayrcs  on  the 
2d  of  July. 

.  Judg^  Advocate. — The  question  I  have  put  is,  what 
orders  or  communication  you  had  from  Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Whitelocke  up  to  tlie  close  of  the  4th  of  July. 

A.  I  iiave  said  I  had  no  special  orders  given  to  me  ivith 
respect  to  tlie  supplies. 

Q.  State  what  supplies  the  troops  actually  received  frona 
the  period  you  have  last  stated,  when  the  army  arrived  oa 
the  3d  at  Buenos  Ayres. 

A.  That  is  included  in  the  return  I  have  given  ki. 

Judge  Advocatc-^Vethsii^sil  may  be  as  well  now  to 
read  to  the  Couit  an  order  which  has  just  been  put  into 
my  hand  by  General  Whitelocke.  Wishing,  of  course,  as 
tlie  Court  must  do,  that  tl>e  whole  of  the  case  should  be 
examined,  I  suppose  they  will  feel  no  objection  to  its  be- 
ing read :  it  is  a  general  order  given  out  at  head-quarters, 
heights  above  Enscnada  de  Barragon,  the  30tliof  June. 

"  The  Commissarv-General  will  take  care  tliat  one  of  his  de- 
partnuMit  is  sent  forward  with  each  body  of  die  army:  he  will 
'lix  his  quarters  us  iioar  as  jiossible  to  the  Officer  commanding, 
and  consider  liiniscdt'  responsible  fur  e\ery  possible  exertion 
being  used  to  obtain  witliout  delay  the  necessary  supplies  for 
tiie  troops." 

It  is  not  for  nic  to  jiulire  uhat  weii2;ht  the  order  ouditto 
ha\e ;  but  being  put  into  my  hands  by  General  Whitelocke, 
I  liave  thouirht  it  proper  to  read  it. 

Gatcral  Ilurrls, — Tlie  only  point  is,  whether  this  is  the 
proper  linie  to  init  it  in,  or  Avhether  (Jeneral  AMiitelocke 
<houUl  not  rcsevv?  it  fc/r  his  defence. 

(ic/icral  Jl'/ute/ocLe. — I  produce  the  order  now  for  Mr. 
liullock's  iiifumuitioii,  in  case  it  should  have  slipped  his 
memory. 

JiJr.  liulloclk.-  -I  may  observe  upon  tliat  order  I  sup- 
pose. 

*S//'  John  Moore. — I  sui)po.so  what  wa.:  wished  by  \h 
last  question  was.  whetlier,  after  the  ccminimication  wa 
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opened,  the  army  received  their  regular  supplies :  it  will 
not  appear  to  the  Court  from  the  returns,  without  giving 
themselves  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  whether  they  were  the 
regular  supplies  or  not.    . 

Judge  Advocate. — You  have  stated  that,  after  the  3d^ 
tlicy  got  as  much  biscuit  as  they  would  send  for :  where 
was  that  procured  ? 

A.  A  considerable  part  of  it  was  found  on  the  spot 
where  the  head-quarters  were,  and  the  house  fidjoining; 
and  then  there  being  bake-houses,  persons  were  employed 
in  baking  as  much  as  they  could  daily  for  the  use  of  the 
army :  as  far  &s  they  chose  to  send  for  it,  they  had  their  re- 
gular supplies  of  bread  after  the  3d. 

Q.  Where  was  the  wheat  or  flour,  fi'om  whence  that 
bread  and  biscuit  was  made,  found  ? 

A.  It  always  was  found  upon  the  spot. 

Q.  That  was  after  the  army  arrived  at  the  Miserere. 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Among  the  returns  you  have  delivered  in,  is  there  (i 
return  of  the  provisions  in  the  possession  of  the  Cpmmis- 
3ariate  at  the  close  of  the  4th  of  July? 

A.  No,  there  is  not. 

Q.  Then  state  to  the  Court,  what  provisions  were  in 
your  possession  as  Commissary-General  at  the  close  of  the 
4th  of  July. 

A.  The  troops  having,  in  gieat  part,  received  their  sup- 
plies daily  after  the  4th  for  several  days  from  the  same 
place.  I  should  appi*ehcnd  the  quantity  of  biscuit  remain- 
ing on  the  night  of  the  4th,  must  have  been  adequate  for 
the  supply  of  the  whole  army  for  four  or  five  days.  They 
also  received  their  supplies  of  meat,  and  there  \vas  cattle 
remaining  much  in  the  same  proportion  for  the  future  sup- 
plies after  the  4th. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  then  to  state,  that  there  were  supplies 
of  provisions  for  the  army  on  the  night  of  the  4th,  both 
bread  and  cattle^  for  four  or  five  days  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  do;  but  I  cannot  speak  positively. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that,  after  the  arrival  of  the  ti'oops 
at  the  Miserere,  there  was  a  regular  supply  of  provisions, 
both  bread  and  cattle :  was  that  regular  supply  the  cou- 

u  2 


292 

sequence  of  any  previous  arrangement,  or  soldj  fixxn  cap- 
tures? 

A.  Solely  from  captions. 

Q.  Had  you  any  means  of  supplying  the  amnr  wttb 
provisions  subsequent  to  their  arrival  at  the  Miserere,  if 
no  provisions  had  been  found  there  ? 

A.  I  had  none. 

Cross-examined  hy  General  Jtltitelocke. 

Q.  Was  not  the  quantity  you  have  stated  to  be  landed 
at  Ensenada,  of  which  you  have  delivered  in  a  return^  ex- 
clusive of  the  three  days'  provisions  carried  by  tfie  men 
from  the  transports  ? 

A.  I  understood  it  to  be  exclusive  of  them. 

Q.  Your  return  states  17,000  pound  of  biscuit  left  oo 
the  ground  at  Ensenada ;  was  not  that  the  biscuit  destroy- 
ed by  the  kicking  of  the  horses,  and  was  not  part  of  it  lost 
in  the  swamp  ? 

A.  A  small  quantity  of  it  was  re-embarked ;  the  re* 
mainder  was  lost  in  tlie  way  pointed  out  in  the  swamp^ 
and  by  the  kicking  of  the  horses. 

Q.  M'as  every  exertion  made  bv  vourself  and  Lieute- 
nant-CoIonel  13ourke  to  carry  the  provisions  and  spirits  on 
from  Ensenada  with  the  troops  ? 

A.  l-ndoubtedly;  every  possible  exertion  was  made. 

Q.  Were  not  a  sufficient  number  ot  sheep  procured  be- 
fore day-light,  on  the  morning  of  the  SOtli,  to  supply  the 
Mhole  armv  with  two  davs'  meat? 

A.  I  have  my  doubts  wlietlier  tlie  quantity  of  sheep 
would  have  supplied  tl>e  whole  army  to  that  extent.  Ge- 
neral Lumley's  brigade  and  Geneml  Craufiird's  brigade 
having  marched  from  the  ground  previous  to  my  arrival. 

Gcfwral  II  liiteltKke, — I  have  other  questions  as  to  the 
quantities  of  provisions  issued  to  the  army  during  the 
march,  but  I  should  tire  tlie  Court  by  putting  them  now  ; 
I  will,  therefore,  reserve  them  for  my  defence;  and  I  shall 
prove  that  there  never  was  any  want  of  proviwons. 
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Examined  by  the  Court. 

Q.  Might  not  a  number  of  seamen  have  assisted  you 
in  transporting  the  provisions  across  the  swamp? 

A.  They  would  have  been  of  no  use  in  the  under- 
taking. 

Q.   At  what  time  of  the  day  on  the  2d  of  July  was  the 
delivery  of  biscuit  made  to  Major-General  Gower's  ad- 
vanced corps? 
.    A,  I  cannot  tell,  not  having  been  present  myself. 

Q,  What  means  had  you,  then,  of  knowing  that  a  deli- 
vei'y  was  made  to  them  ? 

A.  By  the  person  who  issued  the  supplies  having  given 
ne  different  memorandums  of  acknowledgements  of  its  de- 
livery. 

QL  Was  that  issue  made  from  your  stores? 

A.  They  were  part  of  the  stores  which  were  found  upon 
the  spot :  there  were  no  otlier  stores  than  those  I  have 
described  as  being  found  at  those  two  houses,  that  I 
know  of. 

Q.  Did  any  person  of  the  Commissary-Generars  de- 
partment attend  at  head-quarters  to  receive  orders;  or 
how  were  the  General's  orders  conveyed  to  you  ?• 

A.  I  invariably  waited  upon  the  General  in  person  for 
such  orders  as  he  might  liave  to  give  relative  to  the  sup- 
plies. 

The  witness  withdrew. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Tlwmas  Bradford  called  in,  and  sworn. 
The  abstract  of  thcjirst  two  charges  was  read. 

Examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate, 

Q.  I  believe  you  were  the  Deputy- Adjutant-General 
in  the  expedition  against  Buenos  Ayres. 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  effective  strength  of  the  army 
upon  its  landing  at  Ensenada  ? 

A.  7822  rank  and  file,  exclusive  of  200  sailors. 


Q.  Will  you  state  the  effective  strength  of  the  different 
corps  into  which  the  army  was  divided  on  the  morning  of 
the  2d  of  July  ? 

A.  The  main  body  of  tlie  army,  immediately  under  the 
command  of  General  Whitelocke,  which  advanced  from  Re- 
duction on  the  2d  of  July,  consisted  of  3847  rank  and  file. 
The  force  which  advanced  under  the  command  of  Majofn 
General  Gower  on  the  2d  of  July,  amounted  to  about  2IiO 
rank  and  file  :  it  was  impossible  to  get  any  correct  return 
at  that  moment.  I  received  no  return  from  Major-General 
Gower ;  but  I  apprehend  that  is  about  the  number  that 
advanced.  The  force  that  remained  at  Reduction,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Mahon,  consisted  of  about  1 844 
rank  and  file,  in  which  the  200  seamen  w^ere  included. 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  effective  strength  of  the  army  be- 
fore Buenos  Ayres  on  the  night  of  the  4th  of  July  r  the 
strength  of  the  corps  under  Colonel  Mahon,  at  the  same 
period,  of  course  remained  the  same. 

A.  The  effective  strength  of  the  army  before  Buenos 
Ayres,  on  the  night  of  the  4th,  consisted  in  about  6l£ft 
rank  and  file. 

Q.  What  was  the  force  left  at  Monte  Video  on  the  em- 
barkation of  the  army  from  thence  on  the  expedition  to 
Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  About  1353  rank  and  file. 

Q.  Does  that  include  the  marines  ? 

A.  Exclusive  of  the  marines. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  what  was  the  number  of  the  marines 
left  in  garrison  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know ;  it  is  impossible  to  say :  in  shor^ 
some  were  landed  after  we  quitted  Monte  Video. 

Q.  Were  any  orders  issued,   informing  the  General 
Officers  and  the  Officers  commanding  divisions  on  the  5th 
.  of  July,  of  the  station  of  the  Commander  of  the  forces 
during  the  attack  on  that  day  ? 

A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Were  any  orders  issued,  pointing  out  the  places  of 
retreat,  in  the  event  of  a  retreat  becoming  necessary,  in 
the  attack  upon  tlie  town  of  Buenos  Ayres  on  the  5th  of 
July? 

A.  There  were  no  orders  issued  through  me. 
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Q.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  casualties  which  oc- 
curred from  the  landing  of  the  army  at  Ensenada  to  its 
arrival  before  Buenos  Ayres,  exclusive  of  those  wliich  oc- 
curred in  the  attack  made  by  Mujor-General  Gower  on 
the  2d  ? 

'  A.  The  return  irhich  'I  received  included  those  which 
were  killed  and  wounded  on  that  day,  and  the  following 
days,  the  days  on  which  the  piqtiets  were  engaged :  I  have 
no  distinct  return  of  the  casualties  which  happened  in- 
dependent of  those.  I  have  a  return  of  the  casualties  from 
the  landing  to  the  evening  of  the  4th,  including  tlie  en- 
gagement with  General  Gower  and  the  engagement  with* 
the  piquets,  amounting  to  50  rank  and  file  in  the  whole. 

Q.  Does  that  include  sick  ? 
^  A.  We  had  no  sick  tliat  I  know  of  at  the  Jime ;  at  least 
none  were  reported. 

Q.  Does  that  include  any  missing  ? 

A.  We  had  three  missing,  who  are  included  :  there 
were  besides  those,  one  Captain,  fiv6  subalterns,  and 
five  Serjeants. 

Q.  Were  you  with  the  main  body  of  the  army  during 
the  march  from  Reduction  to  Buenos  Ayres? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  reasons  there  were  for  the  halt 
of  the  main  body  under  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke's 
immediate  command,  at  about  two  o'clock  on  the  2d  of 
July? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  the  troops  appear  to  you  so  exhausted  with  fa- 
tigue as  to  make  a  halt  on  that  account  unavoidable  ? 

A.  No. 

General  filtitelocke. — I  have  no  questions  to'  trouble 
Colonel  Bradford  with  at  present. 

The  'witness  xvithdretv. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Humphery  Davie  called  in,  and  sxorn. 

The  abstract  of  the  first  and  second  charges  rvas  read^ 


S96 

Examined  hy  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  Were  you  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  5th  re- 
giment on  the  52d  of  July  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  that  regiment  form  a  part  of  the  main  body 
under  Lieu  tenant-General  Whitelocke's  command  in  tlie 
march  from  Reduction  to  Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  your  regiment  so  exliausted  by  fatigue  on  the  2d 
of  July  as  to  make  a  halt  necessary  at  the  time  when  the 
main  body  was  ordered  to  halt  on  that  day  ? 

A.  Yes;  it  was  so  late  before  we  occupied  the  ground, 
that  I  do  not  think  we  could  have  proceeded.  We  left 
tlie  village  of  Reduction  very  late  that  morning. 

Q.  Did  not  you  halt  about  two,  or  between  two  and 
three  o'clock,  on  that  day  ? 

A.  Yes,  we  did  at  the  pass  of  a  river  some  time. 

Q.  I  speak  of  tlie  halt  by  the  houses,  where  the  amiy . 
took  up  their  position  that  night. 

A.  It  might  be  three  or  four  in  the  afternoon  that  they 
halted. 

President. — The  question  is,  whetlier  your  regiment 
%vas  so  exhausted  that  they  could  not  proceed  further. 

A.  They  might  have  proceeded  further,  certainly.  I  do 
not  think  it  was  so  much  from  fatigue  as  from  tlie  lateness 
of  the  day. 

Judge  Advocate. — ^Will  Colonel  Davie  attend  to  the 
question  ?  and  if  he  wishes  to  amend  his  answer,  he  is  at 
perfect  liberty. 

A.  It  was  not  so  much  in  consequence  of  fatigue  that 
they  halted,  as  the  lateness  of  the  day. 

President. — The  short  question  is  this,  Whether  Colonel 
Davie's  regiment  was  so  exhausted  that  they  could  not 
march  further  ? 

A.  They  were  not  exhausted,  certainly. 

Jiulge  Advocate. — Then  might  they  have  marched  fur- 
ther ? 

A.   I  think  they  might. 

General  //  'hitelocke. — 1  have  no  questions  to  trouble 
Colonel  Davie  with. 
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Examined  by  the  Court. 

General  Dundas. — Was  there  any  discontent  amongst 
the  regiment  under  your  command  on  that  day  ? 

A.  Not  any  whatever. 

General  Lo/im. — What  time  did  the  main  body  march 
from  Reduction  that  morning  ? 

A-  I  should  think  about  eleven  o'clock.  I  do  not  wish 
to  be  quite  positive  to  the  time,  but  I  tliink  it  was  about 
that  time. 

Sir  John  Moore. — Had  the  regiment  under  your  com- 
mand had  any  food  before  they  marched  that  morning  ? 

A.  I  fancy  they  had ;  there  were  directions  given  that 
they  should :  1  suppose  they  had ;  they  were  supplied 
with  meat  the  evening  before,  after  we  reached  Reduc- 
tion. 

Q.  Had  they  both  bread  and  meat  ? ' 

A.  Meat  was  served  to  them  tlie  evening  before. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  your  regiment  cooked  their 
meat  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  ? 

A.  We  had  no  means  exactly  of  cooking  regularly : 
there  was  time  certainly;  we  did  not  march  before  eleven. 

The  witfiess  xcithdrew. 
Lieutenant-CoIonelJohn  Nugeiit  called  in^  and  sworn. 

The  abstjmct  of  thejirst  and  second  charges  zcas  read. 

Examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  Did  you  command  the  38th  regiment  on  the  2d  of 
July  last  ^ 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  that  regiment  form  a  part  of  the  main  body  of 
the  army  under  the  immediate  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Genera  1  Whitelocke  on  that  day  } 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  your  regiment  so  exhausted  by  fatij^ue  as  to 
make  the  halt  necessary,  when  the  division  of  the,  army 
under  General  Whitelockes  command  was  ordered  to 
halt  on  that  day  ? 

A.  No ;  certainly  not. 


Cross-examined  hy  Lieutermnt-GeixeraflVhitelockc. 

•  Q.  Did  you,  by  my  orders,  send  out  or  £;o  with  a 
foraging  party  before  day-light,  on  the  morning  of  the  30th 
of  June;  and  how  many  sheep  did  you  bring  in  for  the 
u3e  of  the  army  ? 

A.  I  did  go  out  with  a  party;  and  I  brought  in  a  very 
large  flock  of  sheep,  I  think  more  thgm  ever  1  saw  toge* 
ther  before. 

Q.  About  how  many? 

A.  I  do  not  know  exactly  how  many  there  might  be, 
but  I  think  there  were  at  least  4000  :  it  was  a  lai'ger  flock 
than  ever  I  had  seen  before  together. 


The  witness  withdrew. 
Lieutenant'Colonel  Jasper  Nickolls  called  in^  and  srcorn. 

« 

The  abstract  qfthejirst  and  second  charges  xc(cs  read. 

Examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  Were  you  Major  of  tlie  45th  regiment  on  the  2d  of 
July  last  ? 

A.  1  was. 

Q.  Did  that  regiment  form  a  part  of  the  main  body  of 
tlie  army  under  the  immediate  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Generul  Whitclocke  on  that  day? 

A.  It  did. 

Q.  Was  that  regiment  so  exhausted  by  fatigue,  as  to 
make  a  halt  necessary  at  the  time  when  that  division  of  the 
army  was  ordered  to  halt  on  that  day? 

A.  Not  by  any  means:  100  men  of  the  45th  regiment 
were  left  behind  at  Reduction  that  morning,  and  amongst 
those  the  weakest  men  were  left ;  we  were  therefore  in  a 
situation  to  have  made  a  very  long  nvareh,  if  it  had  been 
necessary. 

Q.  Can  you  speak  with  any  accuracy  as  to  the  hour 
when  the  halt  took  place  ?  and,  if  you  can,  state  it. 

A.  I  think  about  three,  or  half  past  three,  when  wc  halt- 
ed for  the  night. 
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General  IVhU€b>cke.'—l  have  no  questions  to  put  to 
Colonel  Nicbolls. 

Exmnined  by  the  Court. 

Q.  Were  any  signs  of  discontent  shown  by  the  45tli 
regiment  on  that  day  ? 

A.  No;  nor  upon  any  other  occasion  during  the  ser>* 
vice. 

The  witness  xvithdrew. 

Judge  Advocate. — Ihave  to  state  to  tiie  Court,  that  the 
questions  which  I  have  put  to  tiie  commanding  officers  of 
some  of  the  regiments  which  composed  the  main  body 
under  Deutenant  General  Whitelocke,  I  should  likewise 
wish  to  have  put  to  the  officers  of  the  87th  regiment  which 
formed  a  part  of  that  body ;  but  they  are  not  in  England^ 
they  are  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  therefore  I  am 
debarred  from  making  the  same  inquiry  of  them. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Nugent  called  in  again. 

Examined  by  the  Court. 

Q.  Were  there  any  symptoms  of  discontent  shown  by 
the  regiment  under  your  command  on  the  2d  of  July? 
A.  No;  much  the  reverse. 

The  witness  zvithdrerv. 
Major "G  enteral  J.  Levison  Gower  called  in  again. 

Judge  Advocate. — ^Major-General  Gower  having  already 
heard  the  first  and  second  charges  read,  you  will  now  read 
the  third  and  fourtl).— fTV/ey  were  read). 

E.vamined  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  I  would  beg-the  favour  of  Major-General  Gower  to 
continue  his  narrative  from  the  period  at  which  it  was 
broken  off,  namely,  the  close  of  the  4th  of  July,  to  the  sig- 
i^atore  of  the  treaty. 
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A,  I  met  Licutenant-General  Whitclocke,  according  to 
his  order,  soon  after  6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  5th, 
a  little  in  front  of  the  Coral  de  Miserere.  At  the*  time 
appointed  I  heard  him  order  Captain  Fraser  to  open  the 
cannonade.  I  remained  there  without  having  had  any  par- 
ticular order  given  me,  till  it  was  nearly  dark.  During 
tliat  period  I  heard  Lieu  tenant-General  Whitelocke  give 
orders  to  his  own  aid-de-camps  relative  to  some  of  the 
divisions  of  ihc  troops;  but  those  orders  not  having  been 
particularly  directed  to  me,  I  cannot  certainly  state  what 
they  were.  About  mid-day  (I  am  not  vciy  correct  as 
to  time,  but  I  believe  it  was  thereabouts)  I  heard  him  di- 
rect Captain  Whittingham  to  go  to  the  left,  and  communi- 
cate with  some  of  the  divisions  there.  After  a  lapse  of  some 
time  Captain  W'liittingham  returned ;  and  I  heard  him 
state,  as  part  of  the  report,  that  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty 
wished  a  detachment  of  artillerymen  to  be  sent  to  him  : 
I  received  (ieneral  Whitelocke's  directions  to  provide  that 
party,  when  ready,  with  some  of  the  firelocks  which 
had  been  captured  in  the  action  of  the  2d,  the  artillerymen 
having  only  t^icir  swords  ;  they  were  then  marched,  under 
the  conunand  of  a  Serircant  Hamilton  of  the  17th  dra- 
goons, who  had  accompanied  Captain  Wliittingham,  to  tlie 
Plaza  de  Tauros.  At  night  Lieutcnant-General  White- 
locke ordered  that  all  the  staft'ofFicers  who  were  assembled 
at  the  place  where  I  was,  should  go  with  him  to  his  quar- 
ters :  we  did  so,  and  remained  there  till  day-light  the  suc- 
ceeding morning.  Sometime  afterwards,  I  heard  General 
Whitelocke  order  Captain  Whittingham  to  proceed  totlie 
right,  and  try  to  open  a  conimunication  both  with  the  right 
columns  of  the  attack,  and  thosQ  troops  which  had  been 
left  over  the  ChucUo.  Lieutenant-Gcneral  Whitelocke  and 
the  oflicers  wlio  were  \n  ith  him,  soon  afterwards  went  up 
to  the  Coral.  At  some  period  of  the  forenoon.  Sergeant 
Hamilton  of  the  17th  remment  arrived  witli  a  letter 
which  1  saw  hnn  deliver  to  IJeutenant-General  White- 
locke :  the  General  gave  it  to  Captain  Squire,  and  ordered 
him  to  read  it,  and  secondly  to  myself  witli  the  same  order. 
It  was  in  Spanij?h,  and,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
signed  by  General  Liniers.  1  am  not  perfectly  master  of 
the  Spanish  language;  but  I  think  1  undei'stand  it  sufficiently 
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to  l)e  able  to  state,  that  it  contained  generally  a  description 
of  tlie  effect  produced  by  the  attack  on  the  preceding  day ; 
and  to  it  was  added  a  proposal  for  the  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties, and  for  the  commencement  of  a  treaty,  in  which  he 
proposed  to  give  up  all  the  prisoners  of  war  in  his  posses- 
sion, if  the  British  troops  would  evacuate  the  river  Plata. 
I  beg  to  state  that  this  is  from  recollection  entirely,  having 
seen  the  letter  but  once  at  that  period,  and  not  since :  there 
may  have  been  more  in  the  letter,  and  I  believe  there  was. 
Lieuten ant-General  VVhitelocke  soon  afterwards  informed 
me  that  he  intended  to  answer  that  letter,  by  saying  that 
he  would  communicate  with  the  Admiral  on  the  subject. 
He  was  pleased  to  ask  me  whether  I  thought  that  was  a 
proper  answer ;  and  1  answered  that  I  did  not,  because  it 
appeared  to  me  that  it  was  a  tacit  acknowledgement  tfiat 
he  himself  was  willing  to  enter  into  the  treaty  if  the  Adtni- 
ral  was,  and  I  did  not  suppose  l)e  would  take  such  a 
measure  till  he  had  personally  investigated  the  facts,  and 
had,  by  his  own  observation,  fully  ascertained  what  further 
means  of  attack  remained  in  his  power.  He  then  said, 
that  it  would  at  least  be  desirable  to  gain  a  little  time.  I 
answered,  that  that  could  be  obtained  by  a  proposal  for  a 
cessation  of  hostilities  for  an  hour  or  two,  to  collect  the 
wounded  who  were  dispersed  ;  or  for  any  other  cause  of 
that  description,  which  could  not  materially  aftect  the  ge- 
neral operations.  He  directed  me  to  sketch  a  letter  to 
that  effect,  which  I  did  immediately,  and  delivered  to  hiur. 
He  said  the  statements  were  not  founded  in  fact,  when  he 
read  it ;  and  rejected  it  totally.  He  then  directed  Colonel 
Bourke,  the  Quarter- Master- General,  to  write  an  answer: 
when  that  was  done,  he  disapproved  it  equally  with  mine. 
He  then  again  called  for  the  original  one,  which  I  had  de- 
livered ;  and,  ordering  Lieutenant-Colonel  Torrcns  to  make 
some  alterations  in  it,  it  was  copied  by  him,  and  I  believe 
sent  into  the  town  by  Captain  Brown,  General  VVhitelocke's 
aid-de-camp,  with  a  flag  of  truce.  Lieutenant-Gcneral 
Whitelocke  then  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bradford  to 
remain  in  command  of  the  troops  that  were  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Coral,  with  some  orders  also  for  those  under  Colonel 
Mahon,  when  they  might  arrive  ;  and  went  immediately, 
with  all  tl>e  other  staff  officers,  to  the  Plaza  de  Tauros. 
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When  arrived  at  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  he  ordered  me  to  go 
and  inspect  the  ordnance  generally  which  had  been  capr 
lured,  and  to  fix  upon  such  spots  as  I  thought  most  de- 
sirable for  batteries,  for  his  further  consideration.  I  nvas 
some  considerable  time  occupied  on  that  duty,  and  returned 
to  him  and  stated  that  I  conceived  tlie  best  place  ior  a 
battery  of  cannon,  if  it  did  not  exceed  six  pieces,  was  the 
round  building  that  had  been  occupied  for  the  bull-fii?hts ; 
that  a  mortar  battery  should  be  placed  with  its  left  angle 
covered  by  the  same  building.  He  asked  me  if  I  thou^ 
there  was  much  probability  of  success  in  a  re-attack.-.  I 
stated  that  tliere  were  but  two  means,  and  that  1  did  not 
think  that  either  would  succeed ;  the  one  by  assault  had 
been  tried  with  only  partial  success;  the  second,  by  bom- 
bardment, even  were  the  means  in  our  power  to  the  fullest 
extent,  would,  in  my  opinion,  produce  very  little  effect  in  a 
town  of  so  immense  a  size  as  Buenos  Ayres,  the  buildings 
of  which  were  perfectly  incombustible :  that  there  was 
but  one  British  24-pounder  landed :  that  a  large  propor^ 
tion  of  the  captured  guns  were  spiked  or  unfit  for  service ; 
and  tliat  of  the  few  that  were  fit,  the  number  of  those  of 
any  considerable  calibre  was  very  small :  that  having  seen 
the  trifling  effect  produced  by  24-pounders  on  the  houses 
at  Monte  Video,  I  was  convinced  that  guns  of  a  lighter 
calibre  would  produce  little  or  none  against  houses  coft- 
structed  of  similar  materials,  in  nearly  a  similar  manner, 
at  Buenos  Ayres.  And  I  moreover  stated  it  as  my  opinion, 
from  the  rough  estimate  which  I  had  been  able  to  form  oif 
the  loss,  that  the  number  of  troops  remaining,  even  was 
the  Spanish  General  disposed  to  give  up  Buenos  Ayres 
witliout  a  further  struggle,  were  by  no  means  adequate,  or 
nearly  so,  to  control  such  a  mass  of  armed  inhabitants, 
and  to  hold  such  points  as  must  be  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  support  of  each  other.  Soon  after  this.  Lieutenant- 
CJeneral  Whitelocke  informed  me  that  he  had  sent  in  to 
General  Linieis,  to  say  that  he  would  order  me  into  the 
town  to  conmiunicate  with  him  on  the  subject  of  his  letter. 
1  attended  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  some  time  after- 
wards, to  receive  his  orders  ;  and  he  gave  me  a  variety  of 
verbal  ones,  relative  to  the  points  which  I  was  to  discuss 
^\itb  General  Liniers.    I  requested  a  detailed  written  order 
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on  the  subject ;  but  he  would  not  give  it  me,     I  fielieve  it  • 
was  about  three  o  clock  that  I  went  witli  a  flag  of  truai 
into  tlic  town. 

Q.  Will  you  state,  as  far  as  your  recollection  will  enable 
you,  the  orders  you  received  ? 

A.  I  believe  they  will  appear  very  distinctly  presently^ 
I  went  with  a  flag  of  truce  into  the  town,  and  tliere  met 
General  Liniers  and  some  of  his   principal  officers.     I 
asked  lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  when  he  delivered 
the  orders  to  me,  whether  I  was  to  abide  absolutely  by  the 
points   which  he  had  pointed  out,  or  whether,   without 
losing  sight  of  them,  I  might  propose  three  or  four  other 
conditions ;  that,  if  the  enemy  increased  in  their  demands, 
I  might,  without  recedbg  from  his  original  orders,  have 
something  to  concede  in  return  for  any  concessions  which 
they  might  make.     The  terms  which  he  had  proposed 
himself,  and  from  which  he  said  he  should  not  recede  in  any 
material  degree,  and  to  which  I  was  to  pay  particular  at- 
tention, were  the  possession  of  the  town  of  Monte  Vi<ieo  - 
in  sovereignty,  during  a  period  of  four  montiis  ;  and  that 
a  district,  comprehended  within  a  line  drawn  from  St 
Carlos  on  tiie  \vest,  to  Pando  on  the  east,  should  be  con^ 
sidcred  as  a  neutral  country :  that  the  Spaniards  should 
deliver  up  all  prisoners  of  war  in  their  possession  :  thatt 
there  should  be  no  attempt  to  prevent  the  introduction  of 
supplies  into  Monte  Video  during  that  period  of  four 
months :  that  the  British  troops  should  embark  at)  what- 
ever point  tliey  pleased  to  select,  within  ten  days,  with  all 
their  cannon  and  stores,  and  any  such  as  they  had  taieen  from 
the  enemy  which  they  might  choose  to  carry  with  them : 
tliat  during  the  above-mehtioned  period  of  four  montlis, 
the  commerce  of  the  British  merchants  in  the  river  Plata, 
was  to  be  perfecdy  free  and  oj>en  in  every  part  of  the 
river.     The  additional  propositions  which  I  intended   to 
make,  and   which   1   submitted    to    Lieutenant-General 
Whitclocke,  and,  which  he  approved,    were  the  cession  in 
sovereignty  of  a  considerable  portion  on  the  left  bank  of 
tlie  Plata,  and  that  that  country  and  the  river  Plata  sliOuM 
be  considered  as  neutral  during  the  remainder  of  the  war. 
I  did  converse  with  General  Liniers  on  each  of  these  sub- 
jects separately,  and  on  one  or .  two  more  which  he  pro- 
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posed,  but  from  which  he  receded.     Finding  there  was  uo 

frobability  of  bis  agreeing  to  the  additional  proposition, 
receded  after  some  time  also  from  it,  and  confined  my* 
self  entirely  to  those  points  relative  to  which  I  had  re- 
ceived his  special  directions.  Late  in  the  evenhig  I  re- 
tumexl  to  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  having  taken  notes  on  each 
of  the  subjects  under  discussion ;  and  on  two  additional 
subjects  which  General  Liniers  had  proposed,  and  which,  as 
I  did  not  find  them  to  militate  against  any  thing  that  was  in 
tlie  former  order,  I  was  inclined  to  submit  to  Lieutenant^ 
General  VVhitelocke.  That  he  might  clearly  understand 
the  thing,  I,  from  the  notes  which  I  had,  drew  out  a  paper 
in  the  form  of  articles,  which  I  delivered  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Whitelocke.  On  the  subsequent  day,  between  1 1 
and  12  o'clock.  Admiral  Murray  having  come  on  shore, 
Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  informed  me  that  it  was 
their  intention  to  agree  to  a  treaty  tbunded  on  the  prelimi- 
nary propositions  which  I  had  delivered  to  him  the  pre- 
cecfing  night.  On  the  succeeding  day,  Lieutenant-General 
Whitelocke  ordered  mc  to  compare  a  treaty,  which  he 
then  delivered  to  me,  with  tliose  propositions  tliat  1  had 
originally  reported :  I  did  so,  and  answered  that  in  sul>- 
stance  it  was  tlie  same.  I  believe  on  the  subsequent 
morning,  tlie  ()th  I  think,  General  Liniers  began  to  de- 
,liver  up  such  a  portion  of  tlic  prisoners  as  could  move, 
ana  as  tlien  were  in  Buenos  Ayres.  I  at  tlie  same  time 
received  General  Whitelocke  s  orders  to  communicate  and 
co-operate  with  Captain  IJaynton  of  the  navy,  on  tlie 
re-embarkation  of  the  troops  and  stores,  from  the  Plaza 
de  Tauros :  on  that  service  I  continued  to  be  employed 
till  the  night  of  the  12th,  when  it  was  completed. 

Judge  Advocate, — Perhaps  it  might  he  as  well  in  point 
of  appearance,  if  Major-Gcncral  Gower  were  to  state  what 
orders  were  given,  within  his  knowledge,  for  the  evacuation 
of  Monte  Video,  if  he  knows  of  the  order  being  given. 

A.  I  can  state,  if  you  please,  that  I  was  with  the  last 
division  of  troops  that  embarked  from  Monte  A'idco  under 
(icneral  Wliitclocke's  immediate  orders. 

Q.  Were  you  with  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  the 
whole  of  the  5  th?         ^ 

A.  With   the  exception  of  a  period  of  about  half  an 
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hour,  during  which  Lieutenant-Geoeral  Whitelodce  was 
absent ;  he  having  ordered  the  staff  officers,  who  were  pre* 
sent,  and  myself,  to  remain  where  we  were. 

Q .  At  what  period  of  the  day  was  that  ? 

A.  I  have  not  a  specific  note  on  the  subject ;  .  some 
time  after  mid-day  I  think,  after  one  o'clock  I  think  :  I 
remember  the  fact  without  knowing  the  hour. 

Q.  Did  you  remain, with  Lieutenant-General  White- 
locke  dpring  the  whole, of  that  day  in  consequence  of  ahy 
orders  which  you  received  from  him  on  that  day,  or  is 
consequence  of  any  previous  orders  ? 

A.  In  consequence  of  the  order  which  I  had  received 
the  preceding  night,  to  meet  him  on  that  morning  and  re^ 
ceive  hb  orders ;  aad  consequently  1  remained  where  I  was 
till  I  did  receive  such  orders. 

Q.  Had  you  any  communication  with  Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral  Whitelocke  in  the  course  of  the  5th,  upon  the  subject 
of  his  and  your  position? 

A.  I  had. 

Q.  State  to  the  Court  what  it  was. 

A.  Soon  after  he  came  up,  he  said  he  tbou^t  that  was 
a  good  place  to  remain  at  till  he  collected  bis  reports  ; 
and  asked  me  if  I  thought  so.  I  said,  from  its  central 
situation  it  appeared  to  me,  in  the  first  instance^  as  good 
as  any  other. 

Q.  Had  you  any  other  conversation  in  the  course  of  that 
day  on  the  same  subject? 

A.  None  that  I  recollect :  I  had  very  little  communi- 
cation with  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  on  the  5th  of 
July. 

Q.  Describe  the  place  in  which  you  remained  from 
break  of  day  till  dark;  its  distance  from  the  entrance. of 
the  town,  and  its  computed  distance  from  the  several 
points  of  attack  of  the  different  divisions. 

A.  It  \vas  nearly  at  the  spot  from  whence  the  light 
brigade  moved,  and  close  to  the  entrance  of  the*  two 
principal  streets  of  the  town  of  Buenos  Ayies  :  its  exact 
distance  from  the  points  of  attack,  a  reference  to  the  map 
only  can  show ;  I  have  never  measured  it. 

Q.  State  the  names  of  the  officers  who  remained  with    ^ 
Lieutendnt-General  Whitelocke  duruig  the  5th  of  July. 
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A.  Captains  Brown,  Poster,  Whittingham,  and  Douglas, 
Aid-de-Camps  to  General  Whitelocke;  Lieutenant-Co* 
lOnel  Torrens,  Military-Secretary  to  General  Whitelocke ; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bourke,  Deputy-Quarter-Maater-Ge- 
neral ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bradford,  Deputy- Adjutant- 
General ;  Captain  Blake,  an  Assistant- Adjutant-General ; 
Captain  Frazer,  Commanding  the  artillery;  Captain 
Squire,  commanding  the  Engineers ;  Lieutenant  Cossley, 
attached  to  me  as  Brigade-Major;  and  myself:  I  do  not 
recollect  more. 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  number,  and  description  of  the 
troops  left  as  a  reserve,  after  the  commencement  of  llie 
attack? 

A..  I  considered  all  tlie  dismounted  cavalry  present,  and 
•ne  company  of  the  88th  regiment,  as  the  reserve. 

Q.  Win  you  state  the  number  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  :  I  have  no  return. 

Q.  Did  the  situation  in  which  you  remained  with 
Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  and  by  his  orders,  afford 
a  fieicility  of  communicating  with  the  different  divisions  of 
the  army  engaged  in  the  attack  ? 

A.  In  point  of  distance,  I  sbouM  suppose,  from  its 
centrical  situation,  that  it  was  best  calculated  for  that 
purpose.  As  to  facility,  all  places  were  equal,  from  the 
immense  number  of  nfounted  and  armed  men  that  were 
close  to  the  troops  in  every  situation  in  that  country. 

Adjourned  to  Thursday  morning  10  o'clock. 


SEVENTEENTH  DAY. 

THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  IS,  1808, 

The  Court  having  met,  Sir  William  Medows  stated 
that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  General  Lord  Lake, 
informing  him  that  he  was  so  much  indisposed  as  to  be 
unable  to  attend ;  in  consequence  of  which,  and  in  fervent 
hopes  of  his  Lordship's  recovery, 

The  Court  was  adjourned  till  Monday  morning  10 
o'clock. 
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EIGHTEENTH  DAY. 

MONDAY,  FEBRUAliy  22,   1808.  ' 

Mr.  BuUock^  Conuni$sai*y-Generaly  called. 

Judge  Advocate. — The  Commissaiy-General  has  de- 
sired to  explain  a  part  of  tlie  evidence  he  gave  tlie  Other 
day.     It  appears  to  ine  expedient  that  he  should  give  that* 
explanation  before  wc  proceed  witli  the  evidence.     State 
what  part  of  the  evidence  it  is  you  wish  to  correct. 

Evidence  read. 

A.  Having  stated  that  it  m  as  only  bread  and  meati  I 
ought  to  have  explained  to  the  Courts  that  there  ii\'as  flour 
and  grain,  besides  a  specific  quantity  of  brcad^  adequate  to 
the  supplying  of  bread  to  the  whole  army  for  4  or  3  days ; 
there  being  mills  and  ovens  capable  of  grinding  and  baking 
for  the  dally  issues.  There  is  another  point  I  wish  to  ex- 
plain. There  was  a  question  put  tome,  what  orders  I 
received  from  the  General  on  the  march  :  I  meant  to  say, 
that  I  did  not  receive  any  orders  relative  to  the  supplies, 
previous  to  the  arniy  marching ;  but,  on  arriving  at  each 
halting  place,  the  Cenend  directed  tliat  cattle  might  be 
drove  m,  and  a  quantity  was  invariably  provided  according^ 
ly :  this  applies  merely  to  the  column  under  the  command 
of  the  General. 

Major-General  Gorver  called,  and  examined  by  the  Judge 

Advocate. 

Tlie  former  evidence  of  Major-General  Gawer  read- 

Q.  Was  the  spot  on  which  Lieutenant-General  White^ 
locke  took  his  station  on  the  5th  of  July,  the  ground  oc- 
cupied the  preceding  night  by  the  light  brigade ;  or  was  it; 
in  line  with  the  out-posts,  where  that  brigade  passed  previ* 
ous  to  commencing  the  attack  ? 

A.  I  do  not  understand  the  question,  because  I  am  not 
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iivt  ^orders  relative  to  thie  dismoUtited 

I  his  front,  wliicit  wei'c  sent  by  his  own 

tqtiently  1  suppose  he  hacl  coiiimunica- 

ipt  that,  »nd  the  one  described  by 

[  know  of  110  otlicr  at  that  ]7criod. 

ivgiriient  you  mean,  wlten  you  spet^ 

:  cavaliy;  were  they  n  piit  of  Uie  re- 

r  tlie  culuDins  ot'iginally  et^ged  in  tlie 

Ironps  of  the  carabineers  (Haniounted,  and 
i'mient ;  they  were  part  of  »I»at  1  before 

r  tliein  to  be  a  part  of  the  reserve. 
lit  to  iiiidorstand,  ^at  Lieutenant- Gene- 
id  received  no  inlbrmalion  rejecting  any 
J  tlie  anny  engaged  in  the  attack  previous 
"  anii  to  bis  retiirnini;  to  his  quarters 
tlie  ;3th,  with  the  exception  of  C'Dptaiii 
t  report  to  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  ? 
f  of  no  other  than  that  wliich  [  have  stated. 
[be  dismounted  cavalry  been  engaged  cm 

tioii  of  them  which  occupied  the  grouiKt  oh 
elJeved  the  piquets  of  infantry  were  more  Of 
Hng  the  whole  day. 
you  remember  the  name  of  tlie  aid-de-camp 
I  the  order  you  have  just  mentioned  ? 
lain  l-'oster. 

B  any,  and  wbat,  attempts  made  by  Lieutenant- 
Vbitelucke  to  obtain  information  of  the  ditlereut 
i  the  army  engaged  in  the  attack ;  and  were  any, 
\  attempts  made  to  place  himself  id  comuiunica- 
1  any  of  tiiose  columns? 
[  do  not  know  of  Liny  otlicr  attempt  than  that  wliich 
s  described.    Lieutenant-General  Whitclocke  re- 
id  nearly  stationary  during  the  whole  day,  except  the 
•1  of  lialf  an  hour  I  before  spoke  of,  and  during 
I'l  do  not  know  where  be  was. 
W'ere  any,  and  what,  attempts  made  by  Lieutenant- 
^•Whitelocke  personally,  or  otberwise,  to  co-operatu 
jpport  Ihe  diOerent  columns  of  tiie  army  cii- 
'        the  enemy  on  the  5th  of  July  ? 
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aware  that  the  light  brigade  did  retire  the  preceding  night. 
It  was  immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  houseb  in  which  tlie 
light  brigade  was.  cantoned  the  preceding  night,  and  on 
the  nearest  open  ground  to  those  houses,  which  was  a  little 
elevated  above  them. 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  the  whole  of  Captain  Whittinghani's 
report,  when  he  delivered  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty's  request 
for  a  reinforcement  of  artilleryraen  ? 

A.  I  am  not  sure  whether  I  did  or  not,  at  tiib  dis* 
^ce  of  period :  having  no  note  on  the  subject,  I  candot 
state  the  whole  of  it. 

Q.  At  what  hour  was  that  report  received  ? 

A.  I  believe  about  2  o'clock. 

Q,  Did  you  hear  enough  of  the  report  to  be  able 
to  state  whether  Sir  S^imuel  Adimuty's  request  was  con- 
&ied  to  a  reinforcement  of  actillerymen^  or  whether  it  ex- 
teaded  to  oitier  points  ? 

A.  I  cannot  say :  I  have  stated  all  that  I  know  positively 
upon  that  subject. 

Q.  Did  tile  ceport  detail  the  operations  in  which  Sir 
i^amuel  Achmuty  had  been  engaged ;  and  did  k  state  the 
situation  in  which  his  corps  was,  at  the  time  Captain  Whit*- 
tingham  left  it  ?  • 

A.  It  did  not  give  any  detail ;  but  it  described  the  exist* 
ing  state  of  that  corps  at  the  time. 

Q.  Is  what  you  have  stated  all  you  can  remember  of 
Captain  Whittbgham's  report  upon  the  subject  ? 

A.  Yes,  rt  is. 

*  Q.  Did  Captain  Whittingham  specify  the  purpose  for 
which  this  reinforcement  of  artillerymen  was  wanted  ? 

*  ..A.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  did  or  not. 

'  Q.  With  what  escort  did  Captain  Whittingham  proceed 
to  the  Plaza;  and  what  were  the  difficulties  he  experienced 
in  going  or  returning  from  thence  } 

A.  He  had  some  dragoons;  the  number  I  do  not 
know :  not  having  been  with  him,  I  cannot  state  what  oc- 
curred in  tiie  execution  of  the  duty. 

Q.  I  lad  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  any,  and  what, 
inforn>ation  of  the  different  columns  of  his  army  previous 
to  ills  leavinjjr  the  Coral  and  repairing  to  his  quartern  on 
the  vA^hv  of  the  5tli ? 
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A.  I  heard  him  give  ordcxs  retatiyie  to  th^  disihoiihted 
cavalry  that  were  in  his  front,  which  were  sent  by  his  owti 
aids-de-camp ;  CDns^quently  I  iiippbse  Ite  halt  commuirica- 
tibn  with  them :  except  that,  and  the  one  described  t^' 
Captain  Whittingham,  I  know  of  no  otlier  at  that  period. 

Q.  Explain  wnat  regiment  you  mean,  wlu^n  yOQ  specie 
of  the  dismounted  cavalry;  were  they  si  piirt'  of  the  re- 
aerve^  or  a  part  of  the  colamns  i^riginally  engaged  in  the 
attack? 

A.  The  four  troops  of  the  carabineers  ^nidmited,  and 
part  of  the  pth  regiment:  they  were  part  of  what  1  before 
statadj  as  considering  them  to  be  a  part  of  the  reserve.   ^ 

Q. .  Is  the  Court  to  understand,  that  Lieutenartt-Gen^ 
ral  Wlihdocke  had  received  no  kiibf  mation  reacting  any 
of  the  columns  of  the  army  engaged  in  the  aitadk  previous 
to  leaving  the  Coral  and  to  bis  retmiiihg  to  his  quartet^ 

00  the  night  of  the  5th,  with  the  eMelption  <»f  Captaih 
Whittmgham's  report  to  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  ? 

A.  I  Icnow  of  no  other  than  that  which  I  have  stated. 

Q.  Had  the  dismounted  cavatry  beeii  engaged  on 
tbe5th? 

A.  The  portion  of  them  which  occupied  th^  gromid  ob 
which  they  relieved  the  piquets  of  iiitantt^y  were  more  o^ 
less  so  during  the  whole  day. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  name  of  tli^  aid-de-camp 
who  carried  the  order  you  have  just  mentioned  ? 

A.  Captain  Foster. 

Q.  Were  any,  and  what,  attemjits  made  by  Lieutenairf- 
General  Whitelocke  to  obtain  information  of  the  different 
columns  of  the  army  engaged  in  the  attack ;  and  were  any^ 
and  what,  attempts  made  to  place  himself  in  communica- 
tion with  any  of  those  columns  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  otlicr  attempt  than  that  wiiich 

1  have  described.  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  re- 
mained nearly  stationary  during  the  whole  day,  except  the 
interval  of  lialf  an  hour  I  before  spoke  of,  and  during 
which  I  do  not  know  where  he  ivas. 

Q.  Were  any,  and  what,  attempts  made  by  LJeutenaiiC^ 
General  Whitelocke  personally,  or  otherwise,  to  co-operato 
with  and  support  the  different  columns,  of  the  army  eii« 
gaged  with  tiie  enemy  on  the  5th  of  July  ?  .' 
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'     A.  I  have  already  stated  every  tbbg  I  know  upoii  the 
subject. 

Q.  I  am  directed  by  the  Cbint  to  require  of  Major- 
General  Gbwcr  to  give  a  direct  answer. 

A.  I  have  already  stated  every  tiling  before  that  I  savf* 
.  I  can  only  detail  what  I  have  already  said.     I  know  of  no 
Other  orcfers  that  were  given  on  that  subject. 

A  Member. — You  must  have  observed  what  was  pas»> 
ing ;  whether  any  corps  were  ordered  to  support  those  that 
were*  much  pressed. 

Judge  Adxocate.-^ln  order  that  we  may  understand 
how  the  evidence  rests  at  this  time,  I  understand  that  the 
answers  which  Major-General  Gower  has  given  amount 
to  this :  with  regard  to  Lieutenant-General  Whitelopkes 
conduct  in  the  course  of  this  day,  that  about  mid-day  he 
directed  one  of  his  aids-de-camp^  Captain  Whitdngham, 
with  an  escort  to  proceed  to  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty's  quar- 
ters at  the  Plaza ;  that  he  received  a  report  from  Captain 
Whittin^ham ;  that  he  gave  an  order  which  you  did  not  hear 
to  an  aid-de<amp  respecting  the  9th  cavalry.  Upon  those 
answers  I  put  this  question — Were  any  and  what  attempto 
made  by  Lieutenant-General  Whit^locke,  personally  or 
otherwise,  to  co-operate  with  and  support  the  different  di- 
visions of  his  army  ? — I  am  not  aware  that  any  thing  Ma- 
jor-General Gower  has  yet  said  goes  to  show  that  any 
personal  exertions  of  any  kind  were  made ;  and  it  is  with  a 
view  to  obtain  a  direct  answer  to  that  question  in  the  af* 
firmative  or  negative,  that  it  is  put;  and  I  am  bound  to 
state,  that  the  answer  Major-General  Gower  has  just 
given,  is  no  answer.  At  present  I  am  merely  asking  as  to 
vhat  Major-Gcucral  Gower  either  saw  or  heard,  namely, 
to  the  fact- 

The  question  and  ansxcer  read. 

Major-General  Goxver,^-li  you  will  permit  me,  I  will 
add  to  that  last  answer,  None  tlmt  I  know  of.  1  believe 
that  th^re  should  be  a  question  erased ;  that  is,  a  specific 
answer  to  the  second  question  before  the  la^^t. 

Judge  Advocate,  —  I  do  not  understand  now  what 
^?  None  tliat  I  know  of"  applies  to,  coupled  wiili  the  pr^ 
wding  paragraph  in  Major-General  Gowcr's  an^Mcr, 
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Ttie  question  and  armver  read  again. 

A,  There  is  tlie  exception  of  the  order  given  by  Lieute- 
nant General  Whitelocke  to  Captain  Whittingliam,  which  I 
have  already  stated. 

Q.  At  what  hour  did  Lieu  tenant-General  Whitelocke 
leave  the  Coral  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  to  his  quar- 
ters on  tlie  night  of  the  5tli  ? 

A.  I  should  think  between  five  and  six :  it  was  dark 
almost  immediately  after. 

Q.  Did  he,  or  did  he  not,  do  so  in  i^orance  of  what 
had  occurred  to  the  different  divisions  of  the  army  which 
had  been  engaged  with  tlie  enemy  during  the  5  th,  with  the 
exception  of  that  under  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty's  command  ? 

A.  I  believe  he  did  not  know  the  result  of  the  attack 
of  the  right  column,  that  includes  Brigadier-General  Crau- 
furd  8  brigade  and  tlie  45th  regiment :  of  all  the  rest  I 
have  reason  to  think  he  received  intelligence  from  Sir 
Saumel  Achmuty. 

Q.  State  your  reason  for  tliinking  thai  he  had  received 
any  such  intelligence  from  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty. 

A.  Because  I  had  learnt  the  event  of  the  columns  from 
Captain  Whittingham. 

Q.  State  where  the  head-quarters  were  that  night,  and, ' 
as  minutely  as  you  can,  tlie  distance  from  the  entrance  of 
the  town,  and  tlie  computed  distance  firom  the  points  of 
attack  ? 

A.  At  a  house  then  called  White  s  House :  the  exact 
distance  from  the  first  houses  of  the  town  I  cannot  cor- 
rectly state  :  from  the  road  close  to  itjDn  the  2d  the  light 
battalion  charged;  the  enemy's  guns  were  very  near  the 
first  houses  of  the  town,  and  grape-shot  reached  home  to 
us  down  to  the  house,  or  very  near  to  the  house ;  the  dis- 
tance iVom  the  points  of  attack  being  the  whole  depth  of 
liie  town,  I  cannot  state. 

Q.  St^te  wiietlier  the  enemy  made  any  attack,  during 
tlie  day  or  night  of  the  5tli,  on  the  troops  stationed  near 
the  person  ot  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  and  tfie 
precautions  taken  for  the  security  of  the  bead-quarters 
4uring  that  ni^ht. 
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A.  >SmaU  parties  of  the  en^my  Mreie  forcing  themselves 
out  of  the  town  during  the  whole  day  of  the  5tb.  The  6th 
dragoon  guards,  and  me  9th  li^t  dragpons,  were  seriously 
engaged.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  day,  the  former 
cqrp^  lost  tlieir  fir$t  and  second  senior  officers.  White  s 
house  was  occupied  as  an  hospital,  as  well  as  head-quar; 
tcrs. '  A  company  of  the  88th,  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection, had  been  there  the  whole  day  to  secure  the 
wounded.  A  subaltem*s  piquet  of  that  regiment,  which 
was  left  in  charge  of  their  packs,  might  have  been  moved 
down  to  join  them;  but  I  do  not  recollect  whether  it  was 
so  or  not.  I  heard  Lieutenant-General  Whitelogke  order 
that  one  oY  the,  junior  staff  officers  present  should,  during 
that  night,  be  constantly  walking  on  the  flat  roof  of  that 
house,  to  give  him  notice  of  any  extraordinary  occurrence. 
I.  do  not  remember  any  other  particular  precaution.  You 
said  just  now,  that  you  considered  all  t,he  reserve  as  under 
lieotenant-General  Whitelocke's  command ;  do  you  in- 
clude all  the  dismounted  dragoons  in  the  question,  Wha* 
ther  attacks  were  made  upon  them? 

jMdge  Advocate.— 1  certainly  do.  Was  the  reserve 
composed  of  the  5th  dragoon  guards  272 ;  9th  light  dra- 
goons, 482;  17th  dragoons  mounted  30;  17th  dragoons 
dismounted,  attached  to  the  Commissary-General,  83 ; 
88th  regiment,  one  company,  60;  detachments  left  in 
charge  m  regimental  knapsacks,  180 ;  total  1 107  ? 

A.  Those  were  the  corp^  which  I  considered  to  belong 
to  the  reserve.  Of  what  their  numbers  consisted;  1  do  not 
know. 

Q.  The  former  question  was,  Whether  you  could  state 
whether  any  and  what  attacks  were  made  by  the  enenly 
upon  tbe  reserve?  Your  answer  is,  that  small  parties  of 
the  enemy  were  forcing  their  way  out  of  the  town.  Upon 
that  I  asked,  whether  the  object  of  those  small  parties 
was  to  attack  the  reserve,  or  to  make  their  escape.  You 
say,  to  make  an  es(jape,  I  resort  to  the  original  ques? 
tion,  Whetlicr  any,  and  what,  attempts  to  attack  were  made 
on  the  6tb  upon  the  forces  stationed  near  Lieutenant-Ge'- 
neral  Whitelocke? 

A.  If  you  will  permit  me  to  ^rase  that  janswter  altoge^ 
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ttier,  the  thing  will  be  perfectly  olear  upon  the  qoestbi^ 
Whether  that  was  the  component  force  of  the  reserve  ?--r 
ITiat  one  answer  answers  botii.  ^ 

Q.  State  whether  the  troops  belonging  to  the  reserve 
which  you  state  to  have  been  engaged  in  the  course  of 
that  day,  were  engaged,  in  resisting  any  attack  n>ade  by 
the  enemy  upon  tlie  troops  stationed  near  JLieutenant«- 
General  Whitelocke»  or  in  consequence  of  those  Iroops 
attempting  to  force  their  way  into  tiie  town. 

A.  In  the  first  instance,  certainly  the  enemy  attacked 
those  troops,  then  stationary.  Eventually  I  heard  Lieute* 
nant-General  Whitelocke  had  sent  an  order  to  the  carabi* 
neers  to  charge  some  guns.  The  cause  of  that  order  I 
believe  to  have  been  in  consequence  of  a  report  made  to 
him  by  Captain  Foster,  his  own  Aid-de-camp,  but  I  di4 
uot  hear  what  that  report  was. 

Q.  By  whom  was  that  order  sent  ? 

A.  By  Captain  Foster ;  to  the  best  of  my  recoUectioii 
I  am  sure  it  was. 

Q-  State  at  what  period  that  attack  was  made,  witt 
what  force,  and  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  it  ? » 

A.  The  time  I  do  not  remember.  I  was  at  some  little 
distance  from  I^ieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  and  I  saw 
Captain  Foster  come,  from  the  place  where  the  carabineorft 
were,  and  that  he  communicated  something,  which  I  did 
not  hear,  to  LieutenantrGeneral  Whitelocke.  Imrne^ 
diataly  afterwards  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  ordered 
him  to  go  and  direct  the  carabineers  to  charge  the  gunsv 
I  do  not  know  any  other  circumstance  relating  to  it.  The 
enemy  s  force  was  so  concealed  by  the  buildings  and  en^ 
closures,  1  cannot  giv^e  an  opinion  of  their  amount;  it 
seemed  to  be  every  male  inhabitant  of  that  pait  pf  the 
town,  ineludinfi;  ihcir  slaves. 

Q.  Is  tlie  Court  to  understand,  that  all  that  camo  vrith* 
in  your  knowled^  respecting  this  attack  of  the  enemy^ 
was  the  heai*ing  Captain  Foster  communicate  something  ' 
to  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  in  consequence  or 
which  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  gave  an  order  to 
icharge  ? 

A.  That  is  all  I  know  relative  to  tliat  part  of  it:  the 
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enemy  almost  always  kept  the  reserve  under  fire  r  J  know 
DO  more  of  it. 

Q.  Did  you  s^e  or  hear  of  any  other  attack  made  by 
the  enemy,  excepting  tlmt  which  you  have  just  stated 
during  the  5th  ? 

A.  There  \i'cre  small  parties  of  the  enemy  constantly 
forcing  their  way  out  of  tlie  town,  which  kept  the  small 
detachments  of  corps  almost  constantly  firing  more  or 
less.     I  do  not  know  any  other. 

;  Q.  Did  the  object  of  those  parties  which  you  state  to 
be  perpetually  forcing  their  way  out  of  the  town,  appear 
to  be  to  attafck  tlie  ti*oopS|  or  to  make  their  escape? 

A.  1  o  escape. 

Q.  How  was  the  dismounted  cavalry  armed  which  com- 
posed part  of  the  reserve  r 

A.  The  6th  dragoon  guards  and  9th  regiment  of  light 
'  dragpons  had  carabines  of  the  old  pattern.  The  1 7th  light 
dragoons  having  them  of  the  new  pattern,  they  were,  after 
they  were  embarked,  exchgmged  for  infantry  firelocks, 
ifrhich  were,. I  believe^  wholly,  or  in  part,  captured  Spanish 
arms. 

r  Q.  Will  you  state  what  passed  in  the  course  of  the 
night  of  the  5th  at  head-quarters ;  what  were  the  reso- 
iutions  that  were  decided  upon  for  the  subsequent  day, 
the  6th  of  July? 

.  A,  1  heard  Li«u tenant-General  Whitclockc  express 
himself  particularly  anxious  to  communicate  with  tije 
right  column  of  attack,  and  with  tlie  tbrce  under  Colonel 
Malion;  and  that  he  should,  at  as  early  a  period  in  the 
morning  as  possible,  employ  Captain  Whittinghani  in  that 
service. 

.  .  Q.  It  appears  from  Major-General  Gowcr's  endcnce, 
that  at  the  close  of  the  5th  of  July,  Lieutenant-General 
.Whitelocke  retired  from  the  Coral  to  head-quarters  in 
total  igi\orance  of  what  had  befallen  a  considerable  pait 
of  his  army.  I  am  anxious  to  know  what  passed  at  head- 
quarters under  this  situation  you  have  described;  and  it  is 
with  that  view  I  ))ut  that  question.  State  what  passed 
that  nij^ht.  I  have  no  objection  to  add  tlie  words  that  are 
ftUijgesiod  by  an  Honourable  Member  of  the  Comt,  IJow 
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Ueutf^ant-General  Whitelocke  was  employed, .  vrhe^ber 
he  eat,  or  drank,  or  went  M  bed  ?' 
A.  I  did  not  understand  the  question  before.     * 

The  Question  read. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  wish  Major-General  Gower  to  un^ 
derstand,  that  I  call  upon  him  to  state  every  thing  tbal( 
passed  within  his  knowledge  ? 

Major-Gen&al  Gmcer.  Soon  after  dark,  all  the  of&otn 
present  had  some  dinner  :  at  an  early  hour,  I  do  not  ex- 
actly remember  what  hour,  the  whole,  I  believe,  except 
the  officer  who  was  placed  upon  the  top  of  the  house,  laid 
themselves  down  on  various  parts  of  the  floor  of  the  ix)ems 
to  sleep  :  they  got  up  at  times  during  the  night,  to  see  if 
there  was  any  movement  on  either  side,  or  if  they  could 
hear  any  firing :  and  some  time  before  day-light,  1  believe^ 
the  whole  were  walking  abouty  ready  to  receive  Lieut9^ 
nant-General  Whitelocke's  orders. 

Q.  By  the  whole  number  of  officers,  do  you  indiide 
General  Whitelocke  himself? 

A.  I  tliink  I  may:  I  believe  he  did  get  up  once  oir, 
twice  in  the  nighty*  but  being  a  thing ,  that  passed  in  tiie 
night,  it  i&  not  very  easy  for  me  to  speak  corrccdy. 

Q.  How  were  the  troops  of  the  reserve  disposed  xtf* 
during  the  night  ? 

A.  To  tlie  best  of  my  recollection,  the  whole,  except 
the  carabineers,  remainea  in  the  same  position  which  they 
had  occupied  during-  the  day.  The  carabineers  were  a 
little  in  advance  of  that  which  they  had  occupied  in  tti| 
morning. 

Q.  State  the  hour  at  which  Lieutenant-General  WWtc-, 
locke  left  head-quarters  on  the  morning  of  the  6'th. 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  immediately  after 
4lay-light.  Almost  immediately;  for  he  was  occupied 
aome  little  time  in  giving  orders  to  Captain  M^hittingham. 

Q.  At  what  hour  did  Lieutenant-General  Whiteloeka 
direct  Captain  Whittingham  to  endeavour  to  lay  open  a 
communication  with  the  right  column  and  with  the  ti*oopi 
left  on  the  other  side  of  the  ChucUo  ? 

A^  I  believe  iipmediately  after  day-brcakt. 
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.  Q.'  With  the  exception  of  the  artiUerynien  sent  to  Sir 
Samuel  Achmuty,  was  this  the  first  attempt  made  by'Lieu- 
tei  a'^'-Seneral  Wh.telocke  to  conuuunicfite  with  tlie. .vari- 
ous other  columns  of  his  army  which,  on  the  morning  of 
tiie  5th,  by  his  orders,  had  penetrated  into  the  town  to  at- 
tack the  enemy  ? 

A.  I  be^  to  state  that  Captain  Whittingham  had  com- 
iQunicated  m  the  evening  of  the  5th  with  Sir  Samuel  Acl^ 
muty.  There  is  notliing  stated  there  of  Captain  Whittii:^ 
ham's  ordera. 

Q.  I  undei'stand  from  your  evidence  that  the  artillery* 
men  were  sent  to  Sir  Samuel  Aclimuty.     Am  I  correct?:  - 

A.  Correct. 

Q..  The  question  is,  Whether,  with  the  exception  of  the 
artillerymen  sent  to  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty,  which  we  aM 
A:now^  was  in  consequence  of  that  report,  was  thi^  ordet* 
given  to  Captain  Wtiittingham,  which  you  were  speaking  of 
ip  the  preceding  question,  tlie  first  attempt  to  make  a 
communication  with  the  various  other  colunms? 
f.  ,A.  It  was..'  I  perfectly  undei^tood  it  before;  but  I 
thought  when  it  was  written  down  it  would  not  appew  so 
clear. 

Q.  Was  tliis  the  first  attempt  made  smce  day-break  on 
the  5th  to  communicate  Mith  tlie  corps  under  Colonel 
Mahoii  ? 

A.  Certainly, 
•j    Q.  With  what  force  did  Captain  Whittingham  proceed 
as^i  escort  in  the  performance  of  this  service? 
/    A.  Some  mounted  dragoons,  and  a  small  party  of  the 
%$th  regiment. 

Q,  Can  you  tell  their  numbers  r 

A.  1  do  not  know. 

Q.  State  the  hour,  as  well  as  you  can  recollect  it,  at 
which  Sergeant  Hamilton  of  the  17th  light  dragoons 
brought  a  letter  from  the  Spanish  Conwnander  to  Lieu<» 
tenant-General  Whitelocke,  and  by  what  means  the  Seiv 
geant  became  possessed  of  that  letter  ? 

A.  Between  1 1  and  12.  I  understood  the  letter  had  been 
;fent  out  by  a  flag  of  truce  to  tlie  Plaza  de  Tauros,  and 
that  it  M  3s  forwarded  from  thence  by  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty, 


Sir 


Lieutenant 'General  JVhitelocke  admitted  the  letter  dattlL 
Buenos  Ayresj  5th  of  July  1807,  Jive  in^the  evening, 
xv flick  *was  read. 

Sir, 
With  the  same  sentiments  of  humanity  which  induced  your 
Excellency  to  propose  to  me  to  capitulate,  lead  me,  novr  that 
I  am  fully  acquainted  with  your  force,  that  I  have  taken  St)  of- 
ficers and  upwards  of  1000  men,  and  killed  more  than  double 
that  number,  without  your  having  reached  the  centre  of  my 
position,  the  same  sentiments,  I  say,  lead  me,  in  order  to  aroid. 
a  further  effusion  of  blood,  and  to  jdveyour  Excellency  a  fresh, 
proof  of  Spanish  generosity,  to  offer  to  jrour  Excellency,  that 
if  you  choose  to  re-embark  with  the  remainder  of  your  army,  to* 
evacuate  Monte  Video,  and  the  whole  of  the  river  Plata,  ftov- 
iii|^  me  hostages  for  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  I  will  not  only 
return  ail  the  prisoners  which  I  have  now  made,  but  also  aU 
those  which  were  taken  irom  General  Beresford.    At  the  same 
tfme  I  think  it  necessary  to  state,  that  if  your  Excellency  does. 
not  adiuit  this  offer,  I  cannot  answer  for  the  safety  of  tfie.pri-' 
softers,  as  my  troops  are  so  infinitely  exasperated  against  them  f. 
and  the  more  as  three  of  my  Aids-dfe-Camp  have  been  wound*  \ 
ed  bearing  flags  of  truce ;  and  for  this  reason  I  senil  your  £x* ' 
ceHency  tnis  fetter  by  an  English  officer,  and  shall  wait  yom;. 
answer  for  one  hour. 

Buenos  Ay  res,  5th  July,  1807, 

at  5  b^ctock  in  the  evening." 

Q.  Was  this  letter  the  first  information  that  Lieutenant* 
General  VVlutelocke  and  yourself  received  of  the  conse-* 
quences  attending  die  different  attacks  of  the  columns  th6^ 
preceding  day  ? 

A.  I  stated  that  there  wto  a  report  from  Sir  Samuel* 
.Achmuty  on  the  preceding  night,  which  I  believe  includea 
a*t  the  columns  of  the  lefk  wing.  I  had  no  fcno^'lcdge  my- 
seJf,  till  the  arrival  of  that  letter,  of  what  happened  to-ihe^ 
rt^Vy  nor  do  I  know  that  Lieutenant-Gcneral  Whitelocke 
possessed  any. 

Q.  At  what  hotir  wAs  the  letter  sen*  frpm  Lieutenatnt- 
General  Whitelocke  by  his  Aid-^de-Camp  Captain  Browrt, 
proposing  to  the  Spanish  General  a  cessation  of  hosti- 
lities? 

A.  Abwit  12. 


9IS 


Uctitendnt'Gencral  JVhitchcke  admitted  a  copy  of  a  ktter 
.  addressed  to  General  Liniers,  dated  head-quarters,  Plaza 
de  Tauros  6th  Juh/y  1 807. — It  was  read. 

Head-Quartcrs^  Place  de  Tauros,  6th  July,  1 807. 
Sir, 

1  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter. 
You  do  me  no  more  than  justice  in  believing  that  whatever  ad. 
Tances  the  cause  of  humanity  would  be  grateful  to  mQ;  and 
therefore  as,  from  the  extent  of  the  action  of  yesterday,  the 
wounded  on  both  sides  are  dispersed  over  a  considerable  space 
of' ground,  I  would  propose  that  there  should  be  a  truce  for 
four  and  twenty  hours,  that  each  might  collect  those  dispersed 
OD  the  lines  of  approach  of  the  different  columns. 

The  ground  on  which  the  armies  now  stand  to  be  the  line  of 
demarkation,  and  each  to  bring  the  wounded  of  the  other  tx> 
deliver  them  to  the  respective  out-posts. 

As  to  the  idea  of  surrendering  the  advantages  which  this 
army  has  gained,  it  is  quite  inadmissible,  having  abo  taken 
many  prisoners,  captuied  a  quantity  of  artillery  with  all 
its  stores,  and  gatneu  both  its  flanks.  I  leave  to  your  candour 
the.  comparison  of  the  relative  situation  of  the  two  armies. 

I  have  to  lament  the  circumstance  A.  D.  C.  having  been 
wounded :  I  cannot  account  for  it  otherwise  than  by  attributing 
it  to  those  mistakes  which  often  x)ccur  at  the  commencement  of 
hostilities.  I  shall  jtahe  care  that  nothing  of  the  kind  shall  hap- 
pen for  the  future ;  but  I  have  to  remarK  that  my  A.  D.  C-  was 
fired  at<the  whole  way  of  his  approach  to  your  lines  on  the  4th 
itistant,  when  I  sent  him  with  a  flag  of  truce. 

Signed  J.  WHITELOCKE. 

General  Liniers,  &c.  &c.  &c.  A  true  copy, 

E.  COOKE. 
Endorsed  No.  6.  General  Whitelockc  to  General  Liniers. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that,  subsequent  to  the  departure 
of  Captain  Brown,  General  Whitelockc,  leaving  lieute^ 
nant-Colonel  Bradford  in  command  of  the  column,  pro- 
ceeded  with  yourself  and  all  tlie  other  staff*  oflScers  to  the 
Plaza  de  Tauros ;  was  it,  tlierefore,  not  until  Lieutenant- 
General  Whitelockc  had  proposed  a  cessation  of  hostili* 
ties,  tliat  he  sought  personally  to  join  any  portion  of  the 
troops  under  his  command,  which  had  marched  at  break 
of  day  the  preceding  morning  to  the  attack  of  the  enemy  in 
the  town  of  Buenos  Ayrcs  ? 
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A.  He  did  not  make  any  attempt  personally,  till  tiiC 
period  when  the  letter  was  sent ;  but  hostilities  did  not  at 
all  cease  for  a  considerable  time  afterwards. 

Q.  At  what  hour  did  Deutenant-General  Whitelocktt 
reach  the  Plaza ;  with  what  escort  did  he  go ;  and  did  fa* 
meet  with  any,  and  what,  difficulties  in  Hb  way  thither  ? 

A.  About  or  a  little  before  one  o'clock.  There  were,  I 
think,  two  six-pounders,  with  their  artillerymen  to  cover 
them — a  portion,  X  don't  exactly  recollect  what  number,  of 
the  i)th  light  drs^oons  dismounted.  There  was  no  diffi- 
culty: there  was  a  little  firiag  from  behind  the  bouses 
during  the  march,  but  it  was  not  of  consequence. 

Q.  Having  stated  as  an  argument  against  further  bostftf 
lities  that,  in  the  event  of  Buenos  Ayres  having  surrender^ 
€d  on  the  8th,  the  remaining  troops  were  inadequate  to 
control  such  a  mass  of  armed  inhabitants,  and  to  hold  tlm 
other  points  necessary  to  occupy ;  whether,  in  your  opiuJon, 
the  natural  and  immediate  consequence  of  surrender 
would  not  have  been  the  disarming  the  inhabitants,  and  tbm 
)establishing  of  a  military  police,  so  eflicient  and  vigorous  as 
to  have  prevented  the  insurrection  of  an  unarmed  populace^ 
until  the  liberal  and  kind  treatment  enjoined  by  fals  Ma- 
jesty's instructions  should  have  reconciled  and  attached 
all  orders  of  men  to  the  British  Government 

A  Member. — ^That  is  matter  of  opinion. 
•  Jtuige  Advocate. —HBy'ing  stated  that  lieutenant-Ge- 
neral  Whitelocke  communicated  with  Major-General 
Gower  upon  the  question,  whetlier  it  was  advisable  to 
pursue  hostilities,  and,  on  that  occasion,  Major-General 
Gower  having  stated  his  reasons  for  conceiving  that  tlirther 
hostilities  should  not  be  pursued ;  1  thought  it  would  be 
right  to  give  Major-General  Gower  an  opportQnity  of  ex- 
plaining that  reason.  If  the  Court  are  not  of  that  opinion, 
I  have  not  any  desire  to  press  it,  but  will  withdrarw  it  t:er<- 
tainly. 

'  A  Member. — Suppose  he  answers  the  question  one  way 
or  the  other,  it  can  have  no  sort  of  influence  on  the  deci* 
sion  of  this  Court  Martial :  it  is  not  a  fact,  it  is  only  an 
opinion. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  may  have  occasion  to  make  some 
remarks  upon  the  evidence  of  the  witnesses:  I.thiok  it 
more  fair  to  ^ve  tlie  witnesses  an  opportunity  of  explain- 
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mg  their  opinion,  that  is  the  only  ground  upon  wljich  I 
wish  it  to  be  put.  If  the  only  objection  that  any  Member 
of  the  Court  feels  at  present  is,  that  it  cannot  affect  the 
question  one  way  or  tiie  other,  then  I  submit,  taking  that 
for  granted,  it  is  better  that  the  question  should  be  put  at 
present  It  is  impossible  tor  me  to  say,  whether  I  may 
not  be  called  upon  to  make  observatipns  upon  the  opinion 
delivered  by  Major-General  Gower.  The  question  is  put, 
^ith  a  view  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of  explaining 
that  opinion  which  he  gave,  and,  in  consequence  of  that 
explanation,  I  shall  know  Jbetter  upon  what  grounds  to 
rest  my  reply,  and  those  observations  which  I  shall  have 
to  make  upon  that  opinion. 

The  question  read. 

A*  From  tlie  immense  extent  of  Buenos  Ayres,  I  be- 
Keve  it  would  iiavc  been  impossible  to  prevent  the  conceal- 
ment of  the  greater  proportion  of  those  arms  whidi  ^ere 
in  the  hands  of  the  inhabitants.  I  believe  the  effect  of  a 
ntilitary  police  would  have  been  trifling ;  as  I  am  sure  that 
no  really  good  information  could  have  been  obtained 
which  could  have  given  much  effect  to  the  measures  of 
that  police.  I  am  confident  no  conduct,  however  cau* 
tious,  just,  or  humane  it  might  be,  would  hstve  caused 
the  inhabitants  of  that  country  to  relinquish  their  power 
of  attacking  British  soldiers  whenever  they  might  be  en-- 
abled  to  do  so ;  and  I  am  confirmed  in  that,  from  the  unani- 
rhous  opinion  which  all  the  Spaniards  that  I  ever  spoke  to 
had  given,  both  of  General  Bereslbrd  and  Sir  Samuel  Ach- 
muty  in  their  respective  commands ;  and  it  being  an  ascer- 
tained fact,  that  the  people  of  Buenos  Ayres  had  prepared 
mines  under  the  barracks  of  tlie  71st  reeiment  to  destroy 
them ;  and  that  no  attachment  or  good-wiU,  on  the  part  of 
tlie  people  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  had  been  shown 
to  the  government  under  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty ;  though  tlie 
people,  in  both  situations,  expressed,  in  the  strongest  pos- 
sible terms,  how  much  they  were  indebted  to  General  Be- 
resford  and  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  for  tlieir  moderation  and 
jastice  in  their  respective  commands. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  the  station  which  Lieutenant- 
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General  Whitelocke  occupied  in  the  morning  of  the  3^^ 
was  for  tlie  purpose  of  receiving  reports,  explain  what  re- 
ports you  meant  when  you  made  that  statement 

A.  Those  which  I  supposed  would  be  sent  by  each  of 
the  officers  in  tlie  command  of  the  several  columns. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  in  the  command  of  columns  engaged 
in  the  attack  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  do. 

Q.  How  could  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  receive 
those  reports  at  the  Miserere,  or  at  that  station,  when  no 
orders  or  notice  had  been  given  to  the  generals  or  ofilicers 
commanding  brigades  of  tlie  station,  where  Lieutenant-Ge* 
neral  Whitelocke  was  to  be  found  during  the  5th? 

A.  I  conceive  it  to  be  the  general  custom  for  all  officers 
intrusted  with  a  particular  branch  of  service,  to  report  the 
result  of  it  I  thought  it  possible  that  they  would  send  to 
the  position  where  the  reserve  was. 

Q.  Having  stated  that,  in  answer  to  Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Whitelocke,  telling  you  that  the  spot  he  was  on  was  a 
good  place  to  remain  at  till  he  collected  his  reports,  and 
asking  ypu  whether  you  thought  so,  you  said,  that  from  its 
central  situation,  it  appeared  to  you,  in  the  first  instance, 
as  good  as  any  other :  what  did  you  mean  by  the  expres* 
sion,  '*  In  the  first  instance  ?" 

A.  That  if  those  reports  did  not  arrive  in  such  an  inter- 
val of  time  as  I  thought  it  necessary  to  elapse  before  the* 
officers  could  have  sent  them,  had  I  been  in  command,  I 
should  personally,  or  by  means  of  staff  officers,  have  en- 
deavoured to  have  opened  a  communication  with  the  co-' 
lumns. 

Q.  From  the  situation  in  which  Lieutenant-General 
Whitelocke  was,  could  he  perceive  how  soon  the  different 
columns  received  fire  ? 

A,  Certainly  not :  the  houses  so  inter\^ened,  it  was  im« 
possible. 

Q.  How  soon  did  the  fire  of  the  enemy  commence  after 
the  troops  marched  to  tlie  attack  ? 

Af:  Very  soon. 

Q.  Can  you  state  more  distinctly  ? 

A.  I  have  not  a  note^  and  therefore  I  cannot  Almoit 
immediately. 
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Q.  Half  an  hour? 

A.  Leas.     Almost  immediately.  « 

Q.  Was  it  the  fire  of  camion,  or  musbetry,  or  both? 

A.  Of  both,  it  appeared  to  me. 

Q.^Was  it  violent? 

A.  At  times ;  at  first  not  very ;  it  became  more  so  af« 
-terwards. 

Q.  How  long  did  it  continue  ? 

A.  At  intervals,  till  dark. 

Q.  How  soon,  and  when,  did  you  perceive  that  all 
communication  was  cut  off  between  the  columns  engaged 
in  the  attack  and  the  reserve  ? 

A.  During  the  whole  day,  any  small  party  would  have 
been  prevented  from  communicating  with  any  of  the 
points,  from  the  number  of  people  in  arms  in  every  direo* 
tion;  but  I  bad  no  reason  to  suppose  that  a  proper  parl^ 
would  not  have  opened  a  communication  whenever  it  was 
attempted. 

Q.  Did  Lieutenant-GeneraLWhitelocke  make  any  sudb 
attempt,  or  consult  you  on  the  propriety  of  doing  so  in  the 
course  of  that  day  ? 

A.  No  ottier  attempt  than  that  which  I  have  described, 
that  I  know  of.  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  spoke  to  me  on 
the  subject  till  a  little  before  he  sent  Captain  Whitting- 
ham,  as  well  as  I  remember.  Botii  at  tliat  period,  and  whaa 
the  artillerymen  went  in  the  evening,  I  expressed  my  wish 
to  be  allowed  to  go ;  and  I  added,  that  even  if  there  w^is  a 
difficulty  of  commuiiicathig  with  the  right  column?  or  witir 
Colonel  Mahon  by  land,  I  thought  I  might  possibly  d6  so 
by  getting  on  board  a  man  of  war's  boat  from  the  Plaza  de 
Tauros,  and  attempting  it  by  water. 

Q.  What  answer  did  Lieutenant-Gcncral  WhitelocWe 
make  to  that  profX)sal  of  yours  ? 

A.  As  well  as  I  remember,  that  he  should  send  Captain 
Whittingham,  and  then  he  would  decide  upon  what  was  to 
be  done. 

Q.  Had  you  any  other  communication  uitli  Lieutenant* 
(jJeneral  Wl)itelocke  in  the  course  of  tliat  day  than  tliat 
which  YOU  havr^  stated? 

•  A.  He  may  have  spoken  to  me  casually,  but  on  ^nch 
nnimpoitant  subjects,  Uiat  I  do  not  really  recollect,  sa 
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as  to  be  able  to  state  any  of  them  at  thb  distance  of 
time. 

Q.  Is  the  Court  to  understand,  then,  that  Lieutenant- 
General  Whitelocke  did  not  consult  you,  his  second  in 
command,  upon  any  occasion  in  the  course  of  that  day? 

A.  Certainly  not  beyond  the  points  which  I  have 
stated. 

Q.  I  am  not  quite  aware  that  you  have  stated  ^ny 
points  upon  which  you  wxre  consulted. 

.  A.  In  the  general  acceptation  of  the  term  "  Consult,*^ 
certainly  not  I  have  stated  all  that  passed,  that,  in  my 
idea,  is  at  all  material  to  the  service.  I  am  not  aware  of 
9ny  thing  else,  but  respecting  the  artillerymen,  in  the  na« 
ture  of  consultation.  That  was  not  a  consultatioq,  that 
was  an  order,  certainly  not  beyond  the  first  opinion  he 
asked  me  as  to  the  position ;  but  in  the  way  of  consultation^ 
liotliing  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  word.  I  must 
beg  to  state,  that  this  is  a  period  of  seven  months  since, 
and  I  did  i>Qt  know  it  w^  to  be  investigated.  I  have  no 
notes ;  and  1  cannot  say  positively  what  may,  or  what  may 
not,  have  passed,  not  having  written  any  thipg  down  \^^ 
yond  that  which  I  recollect 

Q.  Having  stated  that  the  troops  marched  at  day- 
break, on  the  5th,  to  attack  the  enemy  in  the  town  of 
Buenos  Ayres ;  that  the  fire  of  the  enemy  commenced,  im- 
mediately afterwards ;  that  it  lasted  for  many  hours ;  that 
all  communication  was  cut  oft"  .between  Lieu  tenant-Gene- 
ral Whitelocke  and  the  columns  engaged  in  Ihe  attack ; 
that  no  information  was  received,  except  in  the  report  of 
Captain  Whittingham,  about  two  or  three  o'clock,  w  hether 
the  troops  were  defeated  or  victorious ;  did  you,  or  did 
you  not,  during  that  day,  hold  any  communication  with 
fieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  or  receive  any  orders 
from  him,  other  than  those  which  you  have  already  men- 
tioned, having  been  expressly  directed  by  Lieutenant- 
General  Whitelocke,  tlie  day  before,  to  await  his  or- 
ders.^ 

A.  None,  that  I  can  recollect.  I  would  request  the 
indulgence  of  the  Court,  merely  to  state,  that  this  ap- 
pearing quite  as  much  my  trial  as  Lieutenant-General^ 

y  2 
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Whitelocke's,  whether  I  should  state  any  circumstances  that 
caused  so  little  communication. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  rather  think  that  Major-General 
Gower  is  under  complete  misapprehension,  if  he  considers 
this,  in  any  degree,  his  trial. 

Major-Gencral  GfYwer. — ^You  stated,  that  an  opinion 
might  arise  from  my  reasons  ;  if  you  have  formed  an  opi- 
nion at  present,  it  must  be  a  partial  one. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  am  glad  you  have  stated  what  you 
have,  because  it  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  explaining 
what  I  then  said.  The  opinion  I  had  formed,  as  far  as  I 
had  formed  any,  was,  with  regard  to  the  ground  Major- 
General  Gower  stated  he  had  for  thinking  that  no  further 
hostility  could,  with  any  good  effect,  have  been  carried  on 
upon  the  6th ;  that  was  the  only  point  to  which  I  referred, 
and  I  must  take  this  opportunity  of  stating  distinctly  to 
Major-General  Gower,  that  I  am  not  aware  of  having  asked 
a  single  question  which  I  did  not  conceive  myself  bound 
in  duty  to  ask,  not  as  containing  any  reflection  upon  Ma- 
jor-General Gower,  but  as  relevant  to  the  charges  against 
Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke.  If  the  Court  think  fit  to 
receive  any  explanation  of  Major-General  Gower,  I  can 
have  no  objection.  I  am  not  aware  that  his  conduct  is,  in 
any  degree,  implicated  in  these  questions,  in  the  sense  in 
which  he  considers  it  to  be:  1  wish  him  to  understand,  the 
opinion  I  was  alluding  to  was  the  opinion  Major-General 
Gower  had  given,  upon  which  I  should,  if  I  saw  occasion, 
animadvert,  in  tlie  same  manner  as  I  might  be  called  upon 
to  do  upon  the  opinion  of  any  witness  given  in  this  trial, 
but  in  no  otlier  sense. 

Q.  Was  you  ever  consulted  by  Lieutenant-Gencral 
Whitelocke,  in  respect  to  the  attempting  to  open  any 
communication  with  the  diftbrent  divisions  of  the  army 
enpagcd  in  the  attack  ? 

A.   I  was  not. 
Adjourned. 
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NINETEENTH  DAY. 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  23,  1808. 

Major-General  Gatcer  called  in. 

Judge  Advocate. — Part  of  an  answer  given  by  Majorr 
General  (lOwer  to  a  question  I  put  to  biin  yesterdaj^ 
jescaped  my  notice.  If  I  bad  lieard  it,  I  should  have 
^thought  it  my  duty  to  put  a  question  upon  it.  The  con- 
tusion of  the  answer  to.  which  I  allude  is  this  :  ''  I  would 
"  request  the  indulgence  of  the  Court,  merely  to  state,  this 
*'  appearing  quite  as  much  my  trial  as  General  White* 
"  locke's,  whether  I  should  state  any  circumstances  that 
*'  caused  so  little  communication?"  The  question  I  wish 
to  put  upon  that  is  this,  Whether  the  circumstances  that 
caused  so  little  communication  arose  from  any  tiling 
Ueu tenant-General  Whitelocke  had  said  or  done?  If  the 
answer  is  in  the  negative,  I  shall  stop  there ;  if  it  is  in  the' 
affirmative,  I  may  think  it  essential  to  this  inquiry,  which 
is  into  the  conduct  of  Licutenant-General  Whitelocke, 
that  those  circumstances  should  be  stated.  . 

enteral  JFhifelovkc  delivered  in  a  umtten  objection  to  the 
questiofiy  which  zvas  ready  asjbllozvs  : 

"  General  Whitelocke  certainly  would  not  object  to  the 
"  Judge  Advocate  asking  any  question  he  might  have  for- 
'*  gotten  to  put  upon  subjects  relating  to  militai'y  opera- 
tions, although  lie  cannot  but  observe  that  the  examina- 
tion of  the  Judge  Advocate  was  closed,  and  a  question 
/*  for  cross-examination  in  the  hand  of  the  President,  which 
**  was  only  returned  on  account  of  the  hour.  General 
*'  Whitciocke.  requests  the  Court  to  advert  to  evidence 
/'  already  given,  in  which  he  cannot  but  think  that  sub- 
y  jects  of  a  private  and  almost  personal  nature,  as  be* 
"  tween  himself  and  General  Gower,  have  been  gone  into, 
^'  and  entreats  tlierefore  the  attention  of  the  Court  to  them. 
*'  He  again  beg^  leave  to  say,  that  he  wishes  to  exclude  no 
^^  evidence  connected  with  tlie  case,  as  relating  to  military 
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^^  arrangements,  but  merely  puts  himself  under  the  di* 
"  rection  and  protection  of  tiie  Court  on  the  subject  Ha 
'^  also  be^  leave  to  suggest  M^hether  such  examination  is 
"  proper  with  regard  to  General  Gower." 


it 


Judge  Advocate. — ^After  what  I  havie  already  stated,  I 
am  not  aware  that  any  thing  contained  in  that  paper 
makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  go  at  length  into  a  vbidication 
of  the  question  which  I  was  about  to  put  to  Major-Gene- 
ral  Gowcr.  I  shall  merely  observe,  that  after  the  evi- 
dence of  each  witness  is  closed  on  the  part  of  the  prose- 
cution, it  is  for  the  person  who  is  put  upon  his  defence  t6 
examine  his  witnesses.  My  reason  for  putting  die  ques- 
tion at  this  time  was,  because  I  thought  it  more  &ir  to 
Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  to  put  it  now,  before  he 
has  begun  bis  cross-examination,  than  to  put  it  after  the 
cross-examination  was  concluded,  and  when  he  would  not 
have  been  able  to  controvert  any  facts.  I  believe  it  to  be 
the  practice  of  Cour|3  Martial,  as  it  is  the  pntctice  of 
every  Court  of  Justice  without  exception  in  this  country, 
that  if  it  should  so  happen  that  an  important  question  aj>« 
pears  not  to  have  been  asked  by  those  who  conduct  Ale 
prosecution,  after  their  evidence  is  closed,  that  queitiob  h 
suggested  to  the  Judge,  and  the  Judge,  as  1  have  talwhyt 
heard,  and  id  my  own  experience  have  always  seen,  mg 
made  not  the  slightest  objection  to  put  the  question  to  the 
witnejis ;  therefore  it  is  immaterial  whether  I  put  the  ques- 
tion out  of  my  own  mouth,  or  suggest  it  to  Sir  William 
Medows.  The  question  fe,  whether  the  Court  can  decide 
upon  the  case  without  having  all  the  legal  evidence  whicli 
the  party  who  conducts  th6  prosecution  thinks  material  to 
the  case*  Now,  then,  it  is  for  the  Court  to  consider  whe- 
ther, after  the  answer  which  has  been  pven  by  Major* 
General  Gower,  and  which  I  read,  it  is  not  important  to 
know  what  diose  circumstances  are  that  he  bais  alluded 
to.  If  it  should  turn  out  tiiat,  in  consequence  of  the  an- 
swer, the  circumstances  to  which  he  aUuded  are  circam- 
stances  that  are  unconnected  with  Lieutenant-General 
Whitelocke,  then  I  conceive  the  Court  is  precluded  from 
going  one  step  furtlicr  upon  tliat  question ;  but  if  it  should 
appear  that  the  circumstances  to  which  he  alludes  are  cir- 
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eumstances  connected,  as  I  before  sUited,  with  any  thing 
that  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  has  said  or  dons,  than 
I  conceive  it  may  beconse  a  most  important  part  of  tbil 
prosecution.  It  is,  under  those  circumdtanc(^6>  for  tba 
Court  to  decide,  Tvhether  the  question  shall  ba  put  of 
opt  by  me,  or  whether  it  shaU  be  put  by  Sir  WilUam 
Medows.  There  is  one  pait  of  that  paper  which  I  oQ^it 
to  allude  to,  I  mean  that  part  which  states  that  the  afii^ 
•wer  may  not  apply.  The  words  are,  "  to  military  ope- 
**  rations/'  I  do  not  know  whether  the  answer  wiU  apply 
to  military  operations  at  all.  I  beg  it  to  be  utiflerstood, 
tiiat  fbis  charge  is  not  confined  to  military  matters  merely : 
it  may  apply  to  various  otiier  points  besides  nMlitnry  op^ 
rations. 

The  Court  cleared. 

Tlic  Court  resumed. 

iudgt  Aiweate. — Q.  Hi^vin^  stated  that  there  were 
tircumstances  which  caused solitdeeommul^ciriioiibecwteii 
Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  and  yourself  during  tb^ 
Sth  of  July,  did  or  did  not  those  ^irctunstakiGes  arise  frooi 
«iiy  thing  which  LieuteMnt-G^neml  Whitelodce  said  or 

>  • 

A.  From  what  Deutenant-General  Whitelocke  had 
said. 

Q.  State  then  what  it  was  that  Lieutenant-General 
Whitelocke  had  said  which  caused  so  little  communication 
between  him  and  you,  the  second  in  consmand.  I  hardly 
think  it  necessary,  but  perhaps  I  am  bound  to  do  it,  and 
"therefore  Major-General  Go  wer  will  believe  that  I  4o  it 
because  I  am  obliged  to  inform  hkn»  thstt  if  the  answer 
Iq^ds  to  implioate  himself  in  any  degree,  he  is  at  liberty 
to  wave  the  answer. 

A.  Having  consulted  me  on  la  specific  poiift  aa  which 
iMy  opinion  differed  firom  his  when  he  demanded  ft,  he  had 
Httaited  that  I  was  throwing  cold  water  on  etcfty  lhiH||  te 
4id,  but  that  he  would  ptit  tne  to  te  teM:'by  a  ^^sMU^ 
'wiiich  was.  Whether  aH  bis  acts,  as  an  officer,  in  4hat 
country  were  not  good.  I  replied,  that  ^  inferioiity  ^f 
my  sitnaltioti  prevented  tne  irom  prAumif^  to  'g^w  an 
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opinion  of  a  Lieutenmit-Gencral  holding  a  commissibn  as 
Commander  of  Uie  forces.  He  then  said,  that  he  con- 
sidered me  as  his  declared  enemvy  and  that  he  would  su- 
persede me  in  the  situation  that  I  held  as  a  staff-officer  in 
that  army.  After  a  reprimand  so  severe,  I  did  not  feel 
myself  at  liberty  to  propose  any  thing,  or  to  act  otherwise 
than  in  direct  obedience  to  such  commands  as  I  might 
receive. 

Q,  When  did  that  conversation  take  place  ?   .    .^ 

A.  On  the  4th. 

Q.  Ahout  what  hour  ? 

A.  It  was  at  the  i)eriod  that  the  Lieutenant-Gsneral 
spoke  to  me  relative  to  the  summoning  of  the  town*  { 
redlly  do  not  recollect  the  hour. 

Q.  Have  you,  or  have  you  not,  any  thing  else  to  state 
in  answer  tp  the  last  question,  with  regard  to  any  thing 
lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  said  or  did  on  the  sub* 
ject? 

A.  There  was  another  part  of  the  conversation  which 
I  considered  as  private.  This,  which  I  considered  as  a 
public  transaction,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  state.  The 
other  was  respecting  the  opinion  of  a  minister  of  this 
country  relative  to  myself,  and  which  I  do  not  think  i( 
necessary  to  state. 

Q.  Have  you  stated  all  that  you  referred  to  in  your 
answer  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Cross^ramned  by  Lkutetiant-General  IVhitehcke. 

Q.  Do  you  not  recollect  your  Brigade-Major,  Lieute- 
nant Cossley,  being  sent  to  endeavour  to  go  to  the  right 
flank,  and  being  unable  to  make  his  way,  previous  to  Cap* 
tain  Whittingham  being  sent  to  the  left  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  it. 

Q.  Were  not  the.  carabineers  of  the  9th  light  dragoons 
ordered  to  advance  about  nine  o'clock,  to  endeavour  to 
effect  a  communication  with  the  centre  division  of  the 
attack ;  and  where  were  tlic  carabineers  of  the  9th  light 
dragoons  at  the  time  of  receiving  that  order  } 

^    r  do  not  know  that  such  an  order  was  given. 
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Q.  There  appears  in  the  evidence  some  little  confuskn 
as  to  tlie  different  parts  of  tiie  reserve ;  Major-General 
Gower,  tticrefore,  is  requested  to  state  the  situation  of  the 
different  regiments  and  detachments  composing  the  re- 
serve on  the  morning  of  the  5tli,  and  whether  subsequent 
alterations  of  their  position  occurred  in  tiie  course  of  the 
day. 

A.  The  carabineers  were  ordered,  to  the  best  of  my  re* 
collection,  to  take  up  the  ground  occupied  by  the  piquets 
of  the  light  brigade,  when  they  moved  off:  four  troops  of 
the  9th  light  dragoons,  dismounted,  were  ordered  to  align 
themselves  on  the  right  of  the  carabineers.  The  other  four 
troops  of  the  9th  were  placed  on  the  liigh  ground  near  the 
Coral.  The  company  of  tlie  88th  regiment  remained  to 
cover  the  hospital  and  head-quarters ;  the  detachment  of 
the  17th  light  dragoons  attached  to  the  commissariate,- re- 
m^ed  there  also,  as  it  was  the  dep6t  of  provision.  Tlie 
fmall  detachments  of  corps  tliat  w*ere  left  to  guard  the 
packs,  remained  on  tiie  spot  where  their  commanding  of- 
ficers had  deposited  them,  near  their  respective  regimental 
positions.  The  artillery  remained  near  tlie  Coral.  I 
really  do  not  know  where  the  mounted  dragoons  were^ 
jthey  were  so  few  in  number.  1  do  hot  know  of  any 
•clumge  except  that  caused  by  the.  order  to  charge,  which  I 
jiave  before  described,  and  the  retreat  which  the  carabineers 
were  obliged  to  make  in  consequence  of  the  superiority  of 
the  enemy's  fire,  but  which  eventually  left  tliem  sometliing 
jn  advance  of  the  position  from  whence  they  had  moved  in 
obedience  to  that  order. 

Q.  Observing  that  the  orders  for  attack  have  beea 
^ven  in  evidence,  it  may  be  proper  to  refer  Major-Gene- 
ral  Gower  to  them  for  the  first  position. 

A.  A  period  of  eight  months  has  elapsed,  and  I  may 
h&ve  made  a  mistake. 

Orders  read. 

• 

Major-General  Gower. — May  I  take  the  liberty  of  rc- 
iiiarking  that,  from  my  recollection  of  the  ground,  the  de- 
scription of  the  carabineers  must  be  nearly  correct,  and  the 
9th  might  tiave  b^n  upon  the  left  of  the  carabiueersi  in- 
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stead  of  the  right.  I  will  say  I  believe  that  the  detad)r 
xhent  of  the  dth  was  on  the  len;,  instead  of  the  ri^ht  of  the 
carabuieers.  As  to  the  other  description^  •!  believe  it  to 
be  nearly  correct 

Q,  Was  not  a  large  proportion  of  the  gth  light  dra- 
goons with  the  carabmeers,  in  the  attack  to  which  you  have 
alluded  ? 

A-  Yes,  such  part  as  was  advanced. 

Q.  Had  not  all  firing  ceased  in  the  tonn  before  the 
evening  closed,  and  were  not  the  fifletnen  seen  on  tbe  top 
of  a  church  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  a  little  befona 
the  end  of  the  day  ? 

A.  All  firing  had  ceased  at  that  time,  and  I  heard  a  re<> 
port  made  to  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  that  the  ri* 
Bemen  were  seen  in  that  position. 

Q.  State  the  distance  df  head-quarters  from  the  ^ound 
on  which  \ve  had  been  durii^g  the  day,  and  whedier  the 
head-quarters  were  not  so  situatjed  as  to  afford  facitll^ 
ef  communication  or  acting  as  occasion  might  requke. 

A.  Between  400  and  500  yards ;  and  I  saw  no  additioBil 
difiicuhry  in  communicating  with,  or  acting  from,  bead^ 
quarters  by  day. 

Q.  Was  it  possible,  consideringthe  nature  of  the  envirettl 
bf  the  town,  te  attempt  to  move  after  dark,  or  to  send  etoy 
officer  to  procure  information,  or  open  any  communicatioA 
after  the  evening  closed  in,  or  daring  the  night  ? 

A.  The  whole  of  the  environs  were  formed  id** 
squares,  the  faces  of  which  were  140  yards  eadi :  tiie 
multiplicity  of  roads,  there  being  one  round  ^ch  equare, 
would  certainly  have  rendered  it  a  tnere  taatter  t)f -ecci- 
dent  if  an  officer  should  reach  any  ^ven  pomt  to  which  he 
was  ordered  by  night 

Q.  Had  not  tiie  head-quarters  ccxxstiantly  renNoned 
at  White  s  house,  from  the  morning  of  the  Sd;  and  wais 
not  the  reserve,  in  the  orders  of  the  4th,  stationed  in  the 
front  of  it,  thereby  indicating  its  continuance  of  being 
head-quarters  ? 

A.  Yes.  I  understand  the  question  ia  as  to  the  localiw 
of  the  head-quarters ;  whetlier  the  locafi^  of  the  heaU- 
quarters  presented  any  other  difficulty  thaa  any  othier 
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)M)fiition  in  the  neighbourhood ;  may  difficulty  is  what  I  un- 
tlerstand. 

A  Member. ^^li  the  country  is  extremely  difficult,  ani 
you  are  obliged  to  go  round  in  tiie  day-time,  certainly  a  dis- 
tance of  5  or  600  yards  makes  it  more  difficult.  It  ^vill 
take  more  time  to  go  5  or  600  yards  than  if  you  had  not 
that  distance  to  go :  if  a  country  is  in  itself  extremely 
difficult,  why  increase  the  difficulty  ? 

Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke. — Q.  Was  there  not, 
laear  to  head-quarters;  in  the  front,  a  more  considerable 
'Opening  on  wliich  \^e  were,  than  in  the  neighbourlKX)d  ? 
and  I  beg  you  to  refer  to  the  map. 

A.  The  square  immediately  in  front  of  head-quarters, 
though  marked  out,  was  not  either  cultivated  or  fenced, 
And  tilie  whole  of  the  front  of  the  Coral,  till  the  entrance 
into  tlie  street,  was  also  open.  I  be^  leave  to  state  what 
I  conceive  the  environs  of  Buenos  Ayres  to  have  been. 
The  whole  of  Buenos  Ayres  is  laid  out  in  streets,  nearly 
pamllel,  and  intersected  at  bright  angles,  at  140  yards  from 
each  other ;  a  considerable  part  in  the  viciniW  of  the 
town  had  been  marked  out  in  the  same  Way,  which  Was 
the  cause  of  the  numberless  roads  that  led  into  tii6 
town. 

_  ■ 

A  Member. — Q.  Was  the  position  of  the  light  brigade, 
fei  the  rear  6f  which  th6  Commander  of  the  forces  Stood^ 
in  a  line,  or  nearly  so,  with  the  rest  of  the  arniy  ? 

A.  It  was. 

Q.  Then  how  far  in  the  rear  of  that  position  was  thfe 
)piOsition  of  Mr.  White  s  house,  the  head-quarters  ? 

A.  Between  4  and  500  yards. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  the  squares,  which  were  not 
built  upon  were  cultivated ;  in  what  manner  T^-ere  they 
cultivated  ? 

A.  Generally  as  gardens  or  orchards. 

Q.  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  having  been  in- 
formed that  the  enemy  intended  to  defend  the  town  by  ^ar* 
Iricading  the  streets  and  occupyhig  the  tops  of  the  houses ; 
'doyou  know  the  reasons  that  induced  General  Whitelocke 
to  order  the  troops  to  march  to  the-  attack  with  unloaded 
arms? 

A.  I  do  not 
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Q.  Do  j^ou  know  what  number  of  tools  were  deUvered 
to  the  troops,  for  the  purpose  of  bi'eaking  open  houses,  or  for 
breaking  down  the  barricadoes  of  the  streets  ? 

A.  1  do  not :  I  think  they  were  distributed  by 
the  Deputy-Quarter-AIaster-General,  Lieutenant-Colond 
Bpurke. 

Q.  At  the  time  Captain  Whittingham  brought  the  mes- 
sage from  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty,  was  it  under  consideration 
between  General  Whitelocke  and  you,  whether  eitherof  you 
should  go  to  Sir  Samuel*Achmuty's  post,  to  judge,  upon  the 
spot,  whether  it  would  be  advisable  to  attempt  any  iuither 
operations  with  the  corps  under  Sir  Samuels  com* 
mand? 

A.  Not  that  I  recollect. 

Q.  Were  any,  and  what,  wounded  brought  to  Mr. 
White's  house  in  tlie  afternoon  of  the  5tli,  or  during  the 
time  Lieutenant-Geueral  Whitelocke  was  there  oo  the 
night  of  the  5 til? 

A.  Several  men  of  tlie  carabineers  and  the  ptli  dra-> 
goons,  and  a  few  men  of  tlie  artillery. 

Q.  Whether  tliere  was  any,  and  what  period,  during 
the  5tli,  when  the  station  of  Lieutenant-General  White* 
locke  might  have  been  changed  to  advantage  ? 

A.  I  think  it  might  after  the  middle  of  the  day ;  for, 
by  going  to  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  although  j'ou  increased 
the  diiitaiice  from  the  right  columns,  and  Colonel  Mahon, 
it  aftbrded  an  additional  possibility  of  communicating  by 
water. 

Q.  Having  given  your  opinion,  that  a  bombardment  of 
the  town  would  not  have  any  eflect,  state  your  reason  for 
such  supposition,  whether  it  arose  from  the  experiment 
made  with  the  24-pounders  at  Monte  Video  on  the  house 
or  houses  there  ? 

A.  I  believe  I  did  not-roy  it  would  have  no  effect :  but 
lotlie  question  I  will  answer,  Yes,  in  a  great  degree. 

Q.  Were  you  acquainted,  on  the  morning  of  the  6tb, 
that  the  Admiral  had  embarked  the  heavy  ordnance 
ready  for  landing,  and  that  the  gun-boats  would  also  be 
ready  to  cover  tlie  landing? 

A.  After  mv  arrival  at  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  I  saw  the 
gun-boats  close  in  shore :  I  did  •  not  know  of  any  other 
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ordnance  ready  to  land,  except  the  one  24-pounder,  which 
I  saw  on  the  beach :  it  was  landed  under  cover  of  the  high 
ground  of  the  Plaza,  and  therefore  did  not  want  any  assist- 
ance or  cover  from  the  gun-boats. 

Q.  At  what  period  of  the  day,  on  the  6th  July,  was  it 
communicated  to  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  that  Ma- 
jor-General  Craufurd  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  DufF  bad 
surrendered  to  tlie  enemy  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  asserted  in  General  Linier's  letter :  I 
did  not  feel  that  the  fact  was  ascertained  till  I  heard  it,  I 
believe,  from  Brigadier-General  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty,  and 
that  he  had  derived  his  information  from  Captain  Carrol, 
of  the  88th  regiment,  who  had  come  out  with  a  flag  of 
truce  to  that  post. 

Q.  Having  been  informed,  and -finding  that  information 
true,  that  the  flat  roofs  of  tlie  houses  were  occupied,  to  the 
very  great  annoyance  of  the  troops,  even  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  attack,  and  entrance  into  tlie  streets;  why 
was  it  not  attempted  to  set  fire  to  such  houses,  or  was  such 
H  measure  ever  suggested  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  was  impossible  to  set  fire  to  houses  con* 
structed  as  they  were. 

Q.  Was  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  acquainted 
witli  the  situation  of  Colonel  JMahon's  corps,  at  the  time 
when  he  agreed  to  open  a  negociation  for  a  treaty  with  the 
Spanish  Commander  ? 

A.  I  am  not  sure :  I  tliink  he  w^s. 

Q.  What  was  the  distance  from  the  Plaza  de  Taurog 
to  the  water  side,  where  the  24-pounder  was  landed ;  and 
had  you  not  a  more  open  communication  from  the  Plaza 
de  Tauros  than  with  the  shore? 

'  A.  About  300  yards :  the  communication   there  was 
perfectly  open. 

Q.  Where  was  the  main  body  of  the  t  nemy,  and  how 
stationed,  in  the  evening  of  the  b'th  of  July,  and  what  dis- 
tance from  the  Plaza  de  Tauros  ? 

A.  I  had  not  ah  opportunity  of  observing,  being  at  that 
time  in  the  fort  with  a  flag  of  truce. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  Spanish  army  was  in  the 
country,  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  might  have  come 
te  the  assistance  of  Bueno$  Ay  res  ?        . 
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A-  I  ha?e  understo<Ki  that  the  whole  population  in  tiiat 
vicinity,  not  engaged  in  the  immediate  d^nce  of  the  town, 
was  assembled  to  assist  them. 

Q.  Might  not  the  roads  leading  from  the  country  to 
Buenos  Ay rep,  have  been  so  occupied  by  the  British  troops, 
as  to  have  prevented  any  supply  of  provisions  being  brought 
|o  the  town? 

A.  It  was  impossible,  with  the  number  of  British  troops 
present  before  Buenos  Ayres,  from  the  extent  of  the 
town,  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  any  supplies  which 
they  might  wish. 

Q.  now  many  main  roads  were  there,  to  your  know-t 
l^dge,  leading  from  the  country  into  the  town  r 

A..  The  number  is  very  considerable  for  8<mie  distance 
firom  the  squares  whicH  I  have  before  mentioned ;  there 
are  four  or  five  which  I  know,  from  the  point  in  the  rear 
of  White's  house,  between  that  and  the  Chuello,  after  the 
squares  cease ;  how  many  there  are  in  the  rear  of  the 
lidffhbpqrhood  of  the  RecoUata,  I  cannot  $o  exac^y  tell. 

Q.  Was  not  the  position  of  the  army,  on  the  6th  July, 
with  the  ordnance  intended  to  have  been  landed  that  day 
by  order  of  Admiral  Murray,  such  as  to  have  resisted  every 
efibrt  of  the  Spanish  forces  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  what  ordnance  Admiral  Murray  had 
directed  to  be  landed.  I  do  not  think  on  the  6th  July 
that  the  enemy  could  have  made  any  impression  of  conse- 
quence on  tlie  British  army. 

Q.  Is  the  Court  to  understand  that  you  were  made  ac- 
quainted witli  the  actual  state  and  situation  of  Colonel 
Mahon  s  corps  when  you  were  first  sent  to  treat  with  thft 
enemy? 

A.  I  do  not  exactly  recollect  whether  Captain  Whitting- 
ham  had  returned  at  that  time  or  not;  I  tiiink  he  had; 
and  that  he  had  reported  that  Colonel  Mahon  was  on  his 
march  towards  tiie  Plaza  dc  Tauros. 

The  Tvitness  withdrew. 

Brigadier-General  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  called  itu 
The  third  andfQurth  charges  re^d. 

Judge  Advocate. — Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  having  brokea 


off  his  narrative  at  the  close  of  the  4th  July,  he  will  now 
be  80  good  as  to  continue  the  detail,  to  the  best  of  his  me* 
mory,  of  the  military  operations  of  the  5th  July,  and  of 
every  thing  that  passed,  relative  to  those  charges,  up  to 
the  ti  ne  of  the  sifirnature  of  the  treaty. 

Sir  Samiiel  Achmutt/. — Before  the  appointed  hour  ftwr 
the  attack,  I  visited  the  different  columns  of  my  brigade^ 
and  observed  that  they  were  posted  as  directed  the  evening 
before  by  the  Deputy  Quarter-Master-General.  I  then 
took  my  station  with  the  right  wing  of  the  S7th ;  the  cen<^ 
ire  regiment  of  my  brigade  having  been  directed  to  detach 
the  38th  regiment,  which  was  the  only  corps  that  was  not 
divided;  on  the  signal  being  made  (a  cannonade  from 
the  centre)  we  advanced,  without  any  opposition,  between 
one  and  two  miles.  By  the  sketch  of  the  town  which  I 
received  from  head-quarters,  marking  the  routes  of  the 
diflferent  columns,  there  were  two  streets  between  the  left 
wing  of  the  87th  regiment  and  the  Plaza  de  Tauros ;  I 
consequently  expected  to  leave  that  post  considerably  to 
my  left  Ttie  day  ha({  not  yet  sufficiently  dawned  to  se^ 
objects  at  &ny  distance,  nor  had  a  shot  been  fired  at  us, 
when  we  were  suddenly  assailed  by  a  discharge  of  grape 
from  one  or  two  guns,  the  latter,  I  believe,  directly  in  qur 
front.  Though  the  fire  wast^xtremely  destructive,  particu«> 
larly  on  the  grenadiers,  the  column  still  pushed  on,  when  a 
very  heavy  fire  of  musketry  opened  upon  us  from  a  build- 
ing, which  1  afterwards  found  was  the  Plaza  de  Tauros, 
and  which  contained  about  1000  men.  The  column  was 
some  time  exposed  to  this^  fire.  Still  desirous  to  advance, 
the  rear,  of  the  column  now  commenced  a  firing,  wiiicb 
made  tlie  situation  of  those  in  front  more  dangerous.  At 
length  it  began  to  waver,  and  to  fall  back.  At  this  mo- 
ment Lieutenant-Colonel  Butler  and  the  Officeis,  all  of 
whom  behaved  with  the  utmost  gallantry,  exerted  them- 
selves to  stop  the  men,  and  to  induce  them  to  follow  me 
in  an  attemi)t  to  get  into  a  garden  on  the  right  of  the  street, 
in  which  they  succeeded,  and  we  penetrated  into  tlie  next 
parallel  street  to  tlie  right  of  the  one  we  had  left.  In  ad* 
vancing  along  this  street,  we  found  a  deep  water-course 
sunning  through  tlie  centre  of  it,  .which  fortunately  shel- 
tered us  from  the  fire  of  the  Tauros,  w  hieh  was  still  very 


''his  sixeet  led  us  to  the  river,  where  T  occupied 
.  •.^.>c\  diiil  coiiccted  tlie  remains  of  my  column,  as 
.^  AX.  tic  column  of  the  rej^ment,  which  had  also 
A,  -  .  i  :o  tMO  hx)nt  of  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  which  had 
^v  .icit'.i  n.;Lui!ly,  if  not  more  severely,  than  the  right,"  had 
kKiidveJ  'vith  tqual  gallantry,  and  had  finally  been  obliged 
U;  piirsuo  the  same  course,  and  to  join  me.  ]Juring  this 
service  tlie  regiment  killed  numbers  of  tlie  enemy,  and 
took  about  100  prisoners,  with  three  field-pieces.  I  now 
saw  the  colours  of  the  5th  regiment  planted  on  the  con- 
vent of  St  Catalina ;  which  leaving  me  secure  on  my 
right,  I  sent  detached  parties  in  my  rear,  to  clear  tlie 
houses  on  the  heights,  wliich  the  enemy  were  firing  from, 
and  which  looked  down  upon  my  post.  During  this 
service,  I  heard  a  firing  on  my  left,  which  convinced  me 
that  the  38th  was  approadiing;  and  soon  afterwards  the 
heights  in  my  rear  were  evacuated  by  the  enemy.  A  com- 
munication with  the  :38th  was  now  practicable,  and  I 
found  that  gallant  and  highly  disciplined  corps  under  Ma- 
jor Nugent  well  advanced  in  the  attack  of  the  Tauros^ 
When  1  joined  them,  he  was  in  possession  of  most  of  the 
enemy's  artillery,  and  all  their  stores  and  buildings,  ex- 
cept the  Tauros  itselt^  which  still  kept  up  a  very  heavy 
fire:  but  Major  Nugent  hnd  brought  up  a  12-pounder, 
sheltered  by  the  angle  of  u  house,  to  bear  close  upon  it, 
and  dctacluncnts  from  the  87 ih  regiment  invested  it  on  tlie 
other  side.  Finding  that  the  place  must  immediately  sur- 
render, desirous  that  Alajor  Nugent  should  have  the 
honour  of  finishing  what  he  had  so  judiciously  begun,  and 
anxious  to  examine  the  post  occuj)icd  by  the  5th  regiment, 
I  left  the  Tauros;  immediately  after  which,  about  nine 
o'clock,  it  surrendered;  on  which  1  returned,  and  ordered 
the  87tli  into  it.  After  making  a  few  hasty  arrangements, 
I  proceeded  through  the  street  to  the  convent  of  St  Cata- 
lina, and  joined  tlie  right  wing  of  the  5th  regiment;  the 
left  wing  of  tiiat  corps  was  advanced  more  towards  the 
S6th  regiment.  Soon  after  my  arrival,  an  ofiiccr  came  to 
me  from  IJrigadier-General  Luuiley,  acquainting  me  that 
the  enemy  were  in  force  near  him,  tliat  the  lelt  wing  of 
tlie  88th  regiment,  and,  he  believed,  the  right  wing,  were 
prisoners,  and  tliat  he  was  desirous  of  receiving  any  orders 
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1  m\<}}A  give  him.     I  rccoimncndod  to  him,  if  he  had  no 
ordcMs  to  the  contrary  iVoiii  a  superior  olHcer,  to  roniain  at 
his  post  as  lor.i^as  lie  could  with  safety,  but  if  he  was  hard 
pressed,    to  fall  back  on  the  5th  regiment,  to  whom   I 
should  give  orders  to  place  themselves  under  his  command. 
I  then  acnuainted  the  commanding  officer  of  the  5th  regi- 
ment th.it  I  should  return  to  the  1  nuros,  to  pit  that  place 
in  a  slate  of  defence;  and,  hhouM  General  Lun)ley  join  hi 
tvith  t!!0   :3i)tlj  regiment,  to  inform   the   Gciicral  that  I 
wished  the  two  regiu)enfcs,  if  hard  i)rebscd  by  tl.r^  enemv, 
and  in  danger  of  being  surrounded,  to  join  mc  jjI  the  Tau- 
ros,  delaying  it  as  long  as  possible,  that  I  might  have  time 
to  make  arrangements  for  its  security.     I  found  some  dif- 
ficulty in  ret  irnini^to  the  Tauros,  scattered  parties  of  the 
enemy  bciiig  in  the  streets,  and  firing  from  the  liouses. 
Earlv  in  tiie  afternoon,  (ieneral  Lumlev  joined  ij;.with  the 
•'Jth  anil  :>uth  regiments,  having  met  with  much  opposition 
from  the  c.icmy  in  retreating  from  the  posts  they  occupied, 
and  which  he  considered  as  no  longer  tenable.     During  all 
this  time  I  was  ignorant  of  the  situation  or  intentions  of 
the  General,  nor  could  I  venture  with  safety,  as  I  had  no 
cavalry,  to  detach  a  small  party  to  report  to  him.     At 
length,  about  four  oMock,  Captain  Whittingham  came  to 
me  from  th.?  heatl-cjuarters :  he  acquainted  me  that  tlie 
General  and  General  Gowcr  were  still  at  the  ground  we 
before  occupied,    that  the  General  was  ignorant  of  the 
situation  of  any  of  the  columns,  and  had  sent  him  to  pro- 
cure w  hat  information  he  could  from  the  left.     After  de- 
tailing to  him  the  occurrences  of  the  day,  as  far  as  I  was 
acquainted  with  them,  I  desired  him  to  assure  the  General 
that  I  was  under  no  aj»prehensions  for  the  safety  of  the 
post;  that  I  had  o[)eiied  a  communication  with  the  ship- 
ping,  but  that  I  was  in  want  of  an  artillery-oHicer  and 
some  fhcn  of  that  corps.     I  recommended  to  him,  if  tlie 
events  in  the  right  of  the  town  would  permit  it,  to  join  me, 
and  make  my  post  head-quarters.     Early  in  the  evening 
1  received  a  second  message  from  the  General,  directing 
me  to  defend  the  post  during  the  night,  assuring  me  that 
he  would  either  see  me  or  communicate  with  me  the  next 
morning,  and  informing  me  that  he  had  sent  16  artillery- 
men to  join  me.     There  was  no  commissioned  officer  atr 
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tached  to  these  men.     The  next  mornincr,  a  letter  from 
General    Linicrs,    addressed  to   the  Commander  of  tlie 
forces,  was  received  at  the  out-posts,  and  a  message  from 
that  General,  acquainting  mc  that  he  should  abstain  from 
hostilities  until  twelve  o'clock,  waiting  the  General's  an- 
swer, provided  hostilities  ceased  at  our  different  posts.     In 
reply  I  informed  him  I  should  send  his  letter  w  ith  a  flag  to 
General  Whitelocke,  and  should  abstain  from  firing  on  the 
town,  provided  I  remained  unmolested,  but  that  I  had  no 
authority  over  the  other  posts  of  the  army.     About  noon, 
tlie  General  and  General  Gower  came  to  the  Taiiros,  and 
the  General  was  pleased  to  show  me  the  communication 
,   from  General  Liniers,  and  confidentially  to  ask  my  opinion 
i   about  acceding  to  the  terms  contained  in  it.     When  I  rer 
fleeted  on  the  unpleasant  situation  in  which  tlie  army  waa 
placed,  (••at  all  the  light  infantry  and  all  the  riflemen  were 
prisoners,  that  upwards  of  one-half  of  the   troops   who 
were  engaged  Were  either  killed,  wounded,  or  taken,  ex- 
clusive of  the  45th  regiment,  who  were  shut  up  by  tlie 
enemy;  that  the  remamdcr  were  fatigued,  without  con- 
fidence, and  exposed,  at  the  most  inclement  season  of  tlie 
year,  without  blankets,  gi'cat-coats,  or  a  change  of  neces^ 
saries,  which  in  that  climate  must  be  jiroductivc  of  great 
sickness;  when  I  reflected  on  the  scattered  state  ot   the 
troops,   and  the  probability  that  either  Colonel  Mahon's 
detachment,  the  only  untouclied  and  unfatigued  part  of 
the  army,  or  the  troops  lelt  at  the  Miserere  by  the  Gene- 
ra!, might  be  separately  attacked  by  the  whole  force  of  the 
enemy;  when   I  adverted   to   the  difViculty  of  procuring 
ordnance,  stores,  and  [)rovisi()ns  from  the  fleet,  as  none  of 
the  ships  could  approach  within  seven  miles  of  the  shore, 
and  the  river  at  that  season  is  verv  tumultuous,  and  fre- 
quently  not  naviizable;  wlien   I  considered  the  loss  there 
was  every  nrobahilitv  we  should  sustain  if  liostilities  should 
rc-commcnce,   fioni  a  people  elated    with  their  brilliant 
success,  tiie  difficult v  of  cither  burnin:j[  or  destrovuij;  the 
town   with  our  artillcrv,  where   the  houses   are   built   of 
brick,  with  terrace  rools,  no  uood  being  employed  m  their 
construction,  except  the  beams,  wliich  were  covered  over 
with  terrace,  and  the  bricks  so  soft  that  the  sliot  pene- 
ttiated  without  shaking  them;  wlicn  I  adverted  to  the  dif- 
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ficulty  of  making  a  retreat,  that  we  must  leave  4000  of 
our  best  troops  in  their  possession,  and  to  the  danger 
that  must,  have  succeeded  even  the  capture  of  the  place, 
for  our  numbers  would  then  have  been  totally  unequal  to 
keep  it;  when  I  turned  to  the  situation  in  which  Monte 
Video  was  left,  with  a  garrison  unequal  to  maintain  it 
without  turning  out  all  the  inhabitants,  without  any  hopes 
of  a  reinforcement,  for  the  troops  that  were  expected  from 
England  were  supposed  to  have  borne  av^  ay  to  the  West- 
Indies  ;  when  I  weighed  all  these  circumstances,  and  was 
persuaded  that  Monte  Video  could  only  be  maintained, 
supposing  tlie  army  to  have  effected  their  retreat  there,  by 
provision  from  the  ships  (for  the  country  would  certainly 
have  been  shut  up  from  us) ;  and  when  I  called  to  mind 
the  declaration  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  ih  their  instruc- 
tions to  General  Whitelocke,  that  the  possession  of  the 
country  could  not  be  an  object,  unless  it  could  be  main- 
tained by  a  force  which  from  experience  I  knew  was  very 
insufficient  for  that  purpose;  I  had  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  if  better  terms  coqld  not  be  obtained,  and  a  period  of 
six  months  given  for  the  evacuation  of  Monte  Video,  with 
a  facility  to  the  merchants  to  dispose  of  their  goods,  ip  my 
opinion  they  should  be  acceded  to.  The  General  imme- 
diately called  to  General  Gower,  and  acquainted  bim  that 
I  was  of  the  same  opinion  with  them  both;  on  which 
General  Gower  observed  to  me,  that  he  had  objected  to  | 
any  answer  being  returned  until  the  Plaza  de  Tauros  had  ' 
been  examined ;  but  finding  that  the  possession  of  it  by 
no  means  ensured,  or  even  greatly  facilitated,  tl)e  cajrtnre 
of  the  place,  he  thought  it  would  be  prudent  to  enter  into 
a  negociation.  General  Gower  was  then  sent  into  the  ^' 
town,  and  returned  in  the  evening,  saying  that  the  period 
of  two  months  for  the  evacuation  of  Monte  Video  was 
positively  insisted  on,  and  he  believed  would  not  be  re- 
ceded from.  The  General  then  determined  to  accept  the  "" 
terms,  and  a  treaty  u  as  concluded,  a  copy  of  which  I  fii  st 
saw  on  my  return  to  England. 

Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  then  put  in  the  plan  ivhich  h  had 

adverted  to. 
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ASSAULT  OF  BUENOS  AYRES, 


ON    THE    Bun    JULY. 


i^PyJU.  Col.  Guard, 

l^-^Lt.  Col.  Kington, 
C^  0th  Dragoons. 

cgl  C  P^^Brig.  Gon.  CraufuTil. 


Pack. 


r^^Lt.  Col.  Duff. 

COY 
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j^nTho  Hon.  Major  King. 

K- — jSirS.  Achmuty. 
I-:JLt.Col.  Sir  Kd.  Butter. 

^Major  Miller. 


Lt.  Col.  Nugent. 
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Jtidge  Advocate. — Q.  Do  you  know  the  number  of  in- 
trenching tools  which  were  in  the  possession  of  your  co^ 
lumn  on  the  morning  of  tlie  5th? 

A.  I  do  not  know  of  any. 

Q.  Can  you  state  what  number  of  artillery  or  artillery- 
men Mere  attached  to  your  column  on  the  morning  of  the 
5tli,  or  how  tlie  soldiers  of  that  corps  were  employed? 

A.  I  had  neither  artillery  nor  artillerymen  with  me; 
nor  am  I  acquainted  how  they  were  employed,  furtlier 
than  that  a  cannonade  in  the  centre  was  the  signal  to 
advance. 

Q.  You  stated  your  having  received  a  second  messan 
from  Lieutenant-Gencral  Whitelocke  in  the  course  of  the 
5th;  by  whom  was  that  second  message  conveyed^? 

A.  The  message  was  given  me  in  a  note  from  the  Gene- 
rals  secretary,  and  it  was  conveyed,  if  I  r^oilect  right, 
by  a  Quarter-Master  of  dragoons. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  that  second  message  was  received 
by  you  in  consequence  of  the  answer  and  the  report  which 
you  made  to  Lieu  tenant-General  Whitelocke  by  Captain 
Whittinghani,  will  you  state,  as  far  as  your  memory  en-^ 
ahles  you,  the  interval  that  took  place  between  Captain 
Whittinghaiirs  leaving  the  Plaza  and  tlic  second  message 
that  you  received  ? 

A.  I  should  imagine  about  two  hours;  but  I  cannot  say 
exact!  v. 

Q.  State,  as  accurately  as  you  can,  the  hour  at  which 
Captain  Whittingham  left  the  Phiza. 

A.  Captain  Whittingham  came  to  me  about  four  o'clock, 
and  certainly  did  not  stay  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

Q.  llien  if  Lieutenant-General  ^Vhitelocke  had  thought 
it  expedient  to  comply  with  your  recommendation;  if 
events  would  permit  him  to  join  you,  and  to  make  tlie 
Plaza  the  head-quarters ;  would  he,  or  would  he  not,  have 
reached  tlic  Plaza  soon  after  six  in  the  evening,  upon  tliQ 
5th? 

A.  I  should  tliink  he  might. 

Q.  Do  you  know  with  what  escort  the  Quarter- Master 
arrived  at  the  Plaza  de  Tauros  ? 

A.  lie  had  l6  artillerymen  witli  liim.  I  do  not  know 
what  otlicr  escort  he  had,  or  whetlier  ajiy  other. 
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Q.  Hpw  could  Colonel  Mahon's  corps  and  the  trOops 
at  the  Coral  be  attacked  by  the  whole  force  of  the  eneoiy^ 
while  the  British  troops  were  in  possession  of  the  Plaza 
de  Tauros  and  the  Residentia,  the  two  flanks  ? 

A.  I  neither  heard  the  firing  nor  did  I  know  any  thing 
pf  the  attack  made  on  the  88th  regiment^  which  was  close 
to  me,  nor  on  General  Craufurds  brigade,  both  of  which 
were  much  nearer  to  me  than  the  troops  under  Colonel 
Mahon.  The  regiment  which  I  had  with  me  at  the  Tauros 
bad  been  so  scattered  and  destroyed  that  I  did  not  calcu^ 
late  upon  more  than  1200  under  that  niglit,  a  force  vCry 
igpufficient  to  dctacli  from.  The  Residentia  I  understood 
was  shut  up. 

Q.  From  whence  did  you  derive  your  information  as  to 
the  Residentia  being  shut  up  in  the  course  of  the  6th  ? 

A.  I  cannot  call  to  mind  how  I  first  heard  of  the  situa<* 
^on  of  the  45th,  nor  the  exac);  time. 
:    Adjourned. 


TWENTIETH  DAY. 

WEDNESDAlf,  FEBRUARY  24.,  1808. 

Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  called  in. 

Judge  Advocate, — Before  I  proceed  wkh  the  examina-^ 
don,  I  believe  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  wishes  to  correct  some 
part  of  the  evidence  he  gave  yesterday. 

Sir  Samuel  Achmuty. — I  wii^h  to  mention  to  the  Court 
that  I  have  been  remiiulefl,  since  y^'sterday,  that  in  tlie  mes- 
«age  I  sent  by  (  aptain  Wliittini2:ham  to  General  White- 
locke,  I  ol)scrved  to  Captain  Wliittinghani  that  my  post 
was  perfectly  «^ccure.  I  v\ishcd  him  not  to  hurry  himself, 
but  to  Tsce  how  the  right  of  tlie  army  was  placed,  before 
he  came  to  the  Tanros.  1  do  not  recollect  the  parti- 
cular words,  but  1  remember  ordering  him  to  tell  the  Ge- 
fieral  not  to  burry  himself,  a^  my  po&t  was  perfectly  secure. 
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The  general  orders  read. 


Judge  Advocate. — Q.  Were  tlic  directions  contained  in 
those  orders  complied  with,  us  far  as  rehitcs  to  the  corps 
under  your  command  ? 

A.  I  complied  with  tlicm,  as  far  as  circumstances  would 
admit. 

Q.  Did  the  troops  proceed  with  unloaded  arms? 

A.  They  were  unloaded  as  we  advanced. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  in  your  rc|>ort  to  Lieotcnant- 
Gencral  Whitelocke  tlu'ou^h  Captain  Whittingham,  you 
desired  to  have  sent  to  you  an  artiiiery  officer,  and  soiiie 
aitillerymen,  that  Hi  artillerymen  were  sent,  but  no  officer: 
do  you  know  why  the  Licutenant-General  sent  no  officer 
uith  the  men? 
'    A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  anv  reason  was  given. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  among  the  reasons  wliich  in- 
duced you  to  enter  into  a  negoci  ition  upon  tlie  terms  pro- 
posed by  General  Liniers,  one  was  that  the  trcxips  were 
fatigued  and  without  conlidcnce.  Explain  wiiat  you  meaiit 
by  the  terms  "  without  confidence." 

A.  This  Court  may  more  easily  conceive  than  i  can  ex- 
press what  was  meant  by  the  words  ''  wantof  conhdence." 
The  troops  were  entirely  without  confidence  at  the  time  I 
am  speaking  of.  Many  of  them,  were  speaking  in  terms  that 
were  highly  improper,  but  of  which  it  was  impossible  to 
take  notice:  I  mean  want  of  confidence  in  their  General.*^ 

Q.  I  lad  your  knowledge  of  this  want  of  confidence  of 
the  troops  in  their  General,  expressed  in  the  manner  you 
have  stated,  a  consideral)le  shnre  in  deciding  you  to  ap- 
prove of  the  abandonment  of  tlie  advantages  wliich  tlie 
troops  had  gained  at  Buenos  Ayrcs,  and  the  strong  post 
of  Monte  Video  ? 

A.  It  certainly  had  some  share  in  inducinc;  me  toa'e- 
commend  giving  up  Monte  Video.  As  to  the  advantages 
pained  at  Buenos  Ayres,  they  were  |)urcha-scd  so  dearly, 
that  I  could  not  consider  them  as  such. 

Q.  If,  instead  of  that  wantofconiidence,  vouhad  found 
the  troops  full  of  confidence  in  their  General  on  the  (ith, 
and  had  yourself  reason  to  think  that  confidence  was  well 
placed,  should  you  have  thought  yourself  justified  in  re- 
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commending  the  abandonment  pf  Monte  Video,  under  the 
circumstances  in  which  the  army  was  then  placed  ? 

A.  I  should  have  hesitated  much;  but  I  still  tliink  I 
should. 

Q.  If  General  Whitelocke's  instructions  were  not  td 
abandon  Monte  Video  except  in  case  of  necessity;  are  you 
of  opinion  that  that  case  of  necessity  had  arrived,  in  a  mi^ 
litary  view,  to  justify  his  abandonment  of  Monte  Video  on 
the  6th  of  July? 

A.  1  think  that  necessity  was  arrived,  in  a  militar}^  view, 
provided  better  t«rms  could  not  be  obtained. 

Q.  Arc  you  then  of  opinion  that  the  British  force  at 
Buenos  Ay  res  on  the  6th  of  July  with  the  garrison  left 
at  Monte  Video,  were  not,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  suf- 
ficient to  maintain  the  post  of  Alontc  Video  ? 

A.  A  much  less  number  of  men  would  have  maintained 
Monte  Video,  if  they  had  been  in  garrison  there. 

Q.  Are  you  then  of  opinion  that  that  garrison  could 
not  have  been  supplied  with  provisions,  either  from  the 
country,  or  by  means  of  the  shipping? 

A.  I  am  very  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  country 
Avould  have  been  siuit  up  from  them,  and  that  tliey  must 
have  lK:cn  supplied  from  the  sliippini^. 

Q.  Might  not  the  garrison  have  been  supplied  with  pro- 
visions by  niCc'.ns  of  the  shipping? 

A.  I  knov.'  not  what  resources  lheship])inghad.  I  know 
from  experience  there  woiiui  have  been  a  diil'iculty  in  gel- 
ting  provi^jions  from  the  Brazil?,  and  probably  from  the 
Cape :  I  iiot  some  provi.-ioiis  both  from  the  Drazils  and 
from  the  Caj)c.  liniiKidiatciy  on  taking  Monte  \'ideo,  I 
opened  the  port  to  all  neutrals  bringing  provisions  for,  I 
believe,  1«J!  months;  and  I  have  reason  to  think  that  a  sup- 
ply would  have  come  from  Amciic-a,  of  tloiir  [KU'ticnlarly. 

Q.  Tlien  have  vou  anv  reason  to  think  that  it  would 
have  been  impracticable  to  liave  procured  a  sn|')|)ly  of  pro- 
visions for  a  garrison  left  at  I^Ionie  ^'ideo,  suflicient  to  se- 
cure it  against  the  cni'?my,  bv  means  of  the  sh.ipping? 

A.  I  have  already  sai<l  llu  r^?  would  be  some  diilicultv 
and  r.ncertainlv  al'out  it:  bet  I  fairly  antl  candidly  owii, 
that  1  believe  tlio  garrison  mi^ijt  have  been  sii])[>lic(l. 

Q.  If  lliere  were  more  than  troo[^.s  su|V:cicnt  to  garrisoi^ 
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Monte  Video,  and  that  garrison  might  have  been  supplied 
with  provisions,  explain  your  meaning,  in  stating  that  the 
necessity  had  arrived,  m  a  military  point  of  view,  for 
abandoning  Monte  Video  ? 

A.  That  garrison  was  before  Buenos  Ayres ;  and  the 
difficulty,  danger,  and  disgrace  of  retreating  in  the  face  of 
a  victorious  enemy,  and  re-embarking,  is  what  I  mean  by 
the  necessity. 

Q.  Was  tlie  British  force,  remaining  on  the  6th  of  July, 
equal  to  combat  and  defeat  any  force  which  the  Spaniards 
could  have  brought  against  it  out  of  the  town  ? 

A.  If  they  had  met  them  fairly  in  the  field,  most  cer-^ 
tainly  it  was  sufficient,  when  united. 

Q.  Was  the  British  force,  after  the  junction  of  Colonel 
IMahon,  adequate,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  to  the  main* 
tenance  of  the  Plaza  de  Tauros  ? 

A.  Certainly  it  was. 

Q.  Would  not  the  Spaniards'  meeting  the  British  troop& 
fairly  in  \\ic  field,  have  been  the  necessary  consequence  of 
any  attenijjt  made  by  the  Spanish  General  to  inteiTuptany 
movements  which  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  misht 
have  niiide  tor  the  purpose  of  retreat  ? 

A.  It  certainly  would  not  have  been  a  necessary  conse- 
quence. 

Q.  ^A  ould  not  Reduction  have  been  a  favourable  post 
for  the  retreat  of  the  army,  making  the  Chuello  their  line 
of  dolence,  and  the  point  of  Quilmes  the  place  of  their  re- 
embarkation? 

A.  If  t!ie  army  had  been  obliged  to  retreat,  I  should 
suppose  that  the  point  of  Quilmes,  below  the  town,  or  the 
Conchas,  would  have  been  the  proper  place  for  re-embark-» 
at  ion. 

Q.  Would  not  the  consequence  of  adopting  either  of 
those  plans  have  been,  that  the  army  would  have  re-em- 
barked without  any  material  loss,  or  tliat  a  general  action 
must  have  taken  ])lace? 

A.  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  would  have  suffered  very 
material  loss;  and  I  do  not  think  that  a  general  action 
would  liave  taken  place. 

Q.  Explain  tlic  grounds  of  that  opinion. 
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A.  The  enemy  would  have  had  it  in  tiieir  power  to  have 
harassed  the  troops  without  a  general  action,  and  proba- 
bly to  have  attacked  tlie  remainder  with  advantage  after 
part  of  them  had  been  embarked.  I  must  observe  to  the 
Court,  that  the  ships  were  seven  miles  from  the  land,  nor 
could  they  come  nmch  nearer.  The  Court  will  permit 
me  to  observe  (and  they  well  know)  the  ditierencc  between 
a  corps  of  5000  men,  well  found  and  equipi>ed  and  full  of 
confidence,  and  a  corps  of  iOOO  men  in  the  state  which  I 
h^vc  described. 

Q.  How  near  could  the  shipping,  and  particularly  the 
gun-bri^s  and  guu-boats,  have  come  to  the  shore  at  the 
point  ot  Quihnes  r 

A.  I  caimot  particularly  say.  The  gun-boats,  I  believe, 
could  have  come  near  the  shore.  The  shipping,  I  tliink, 
must  have  laid  down  below,  at  some  distance. 

Q.  Couid  not  tlie  rear-guard  have  established  itself  on 
the  banks  of  the  Plata? 

Jjord  Cat  heart. — I  submit  to  the  Court,  whether  the 
course  has  not  been  to  examine  to  facts,  and  for  the  Court 
jto  apply  tliose  facts,  according  to  their  own  professional 
knowledge  and  Jud<»ement  of  the  service,  and  not  to  take 
the  opinion  of  the  witness  applied  to  the  facts. 

Jadoe  Advocate. — In  answer  to  the  noble  Lord,  I  must 
iobservc,  that  the  question,  whether  o[)inions  were  to  l)c  re- 
ceived or  not,  arose  very  early  in  this  Court  Martial :  the 
Court  then  cumc  to  an  unanimous  resolution,  ttiat  the 
opinions  of  general  officers  ^^cre  to  be  asked,  and  their 
opinions  have  been  asked,  during  the  whole  course  of  this 
trial.  Unquestionably,  at  this  moment,  I  feel  extremely 
4inx]ous  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  an  officer  high  in  com- 
mand, and  equally  high  in  character,  upon  all  the  points  to 
which  that  opinion  can  ap|)!y.  If  the  Court  think  it  fit, 
at  this  stage  of  the  prosecuticui,  to  interrupt  the  proceeding, 
and  to  reject  that  course,  it  will  be  for  tliem  to  consider, 
whether  it  will  not  be  pr()|)cr  to  erase  from  the  minutes 
all  the  opinions  that  have  bcnrn  given,  I  own  that  if 
opinions  are  to  he  taken,  tlic  course  which  I  have  now 
ado])ted,  unpcars  to  nie  to  be  important;  namely,  to 
ascertain   \'»!»:it  woi.ld   have  been  the   consequence,  if  a 
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different  course  had  been  taken  than  that  which  was  taken 
by  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke. 

The  Court  ckared. 

The  Court  resumed. 

Judge  Advocate. — Did  the  opinion  whidi   you  gave 
upon  the  treaty  include  any  approbation  of  the  conduct  /^ 
which  had  led  to  the  state  of  things  that  existed  upCMi  tlie  . 
€th  of  July  r 

fOenernl  JVkitehcke  handed  to  the  President  a  uritten 

objection.) 

Judge  Advocate. — The  objection,  or  observation  rather, 
which  Lieutenant-General  Wliiteiockc  makes  to  the  ques- 
tion, is  this : — 

"  Does  the  question  apply  only  to  Sir  Samuel  Ach- 
muty's  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  the  plan  of  attack,  or 
any  general  opinion  of  conduct  If  it  is  explained  to 
mean  only  the  first,  Lieutenant-General  Whitelockfe 
will  not  object.  To  the  latter,  he  must  request  permis- 
sion to  object/'— I  have  no  difficulty  in  stating,  that 
when  I  put  the  question,  I  meant  it  to  apply  generally  to 
the  conduct  which  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  pur- 
sued during  the  expedition,  including,  of  course,  among 
other  points,  the  plan  of  attack.  It  will  be  fair  to  state, 
shortly-,  the  ground  Upon  which  I  put  the  question.  I 
put  it  to  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty,  because  I  have  liad  reason 
to  understand,  from  the  conduct  which  the  Court  has 
pursued  during  this  prosecution,  that  the  opinion  of  gene- 
ral officers  of  rank  and  experience,  similar  to  that  of  Sir 
Samuel  Achmuty,  git)unded  upon  their  local  knowledge, 
may  give  assistance  to  the  Court  in  forming  tlicir  opinion 
upon  the  merits  of  the  case.  It  was  upon  that  groiuid, 
deciried,  as  I  understand  it  tp  have  been,  by  the  Coujt, 
that  I  put  several  questions  in  former  stages  of  this  prose- 
cution to  the  generals  engaged  in  the  expedition ;  and  it  is 
upon  the  same  ground  that  1  put  the  question  now. 


it 
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lACutcnant'General  TVhitehckc  delivered  in  a  paper y  tchich 

7t-as  ready  asfolUncs : — 


c< 


it 
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"  I  must  object  to  this  question.  I  am  sorry  that  I 
must  trouble  the  Court  rather  fully  upon  it,  but  I  am 
'^  satisfied  that,  in  a  case  so  important  to  myself  and  the 
"  country,  the  Court  will  forgive  my  trespassing  a  little 
"  upon  their  time. 

'*  I  object  to  general  opinions  being  asked,  as  totally 
conti^ary  to  every  principle  of  law  and  justice ;  as  tend- 
ing to  establish  a  most  mischievous  precedent,  aiKi  put^ 
ting  it  in  the  power  of  every  witness  who  may  be  bi- 
assed, or  who  may,  from  any  supposed  neglect  or  in- 
"jury,  have  imbibed  prejudices  against  the  person 
**  charged,  to  do  him  an  irreparable  injury,  without  his 
*^  having  any  possible  means  of  redress. 
.  "  I  beg  I  may  not,  even  for  a  moment,  be  supposed  to 
"  insinuate  or  imagine,  that  the  witness  now  under  cxami- 
"  nation,  has,  or  could,  entertain  or  possibly  act  upon  any 
"  such  feeling. 

"  I  object  to  it  now,  when  first  put,  upon  the  ground  of 
"  precedent,  and  earnestly  call  the  attention  of  tlic  Court 
*'  to  it. 

"  I  submit,  with  great  deference  to  the  Court,  the  lolf 
"  lowing  grounds  for  this  objection  : 

"  In  courts  of  law,  opinions  are  never  pcTmitted  to  be 
"  asked,  but  in  cases  in  which  subjects  of  science  are  to  be 
"  ascertained,  and  in  which  it  is  therefore  necessary  to  call 
"  men  of  science  upon  (juestions  relating  to  tlicir  protest 
**  sion,  for  the  purpose  of  enabUng  a  jury,  who  are  ignoi^ 
"  rant  upon  the  subject,  to  decide.  If  the  question  is  in 
*'  a  criminal  case,  whether  a  man  died  of  a  wound,  or  in  a 
**  civil  action  against  a  surgeon  by  a  patient  for  unskilful 
*'  treatment,  wlietlier  proper  means  were  u&cd  to  cure  a 
*'  wound,  medical  men  are  called  to  give  their  opinions 
"  upon  the  tacts  stated  even  by  other  witnesses,  as  to 
"  whether  the  death  arose  from  the  wound,  or  wiiether  the 
"  wound  was  properly  treated. 

**  In  no  otlier  cases  whatever  are  opinions  admissible 
**  in  a  court  of  law,  except  in  the  general  evidence  which 
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^  is  allowed  to  be  given  of  die  character  of  a  periMin 
charged,  who,  in  a  criminal  case  in  a  Court  of  Law, 
or  in  Courts  Martial,  is  allowed  to  ask  witnesses  a  ge- 
neral question  as  to  his  character  and  conduct  in  lite,  or 
as  an  officer. 

"  The  Court  is  to  form  an  opinion,  and  to  draw  con- 
clusions from  the  facts  before  them,  as  the  foundation  of 
their  ultimate  determination ;  and,  on  this  subject,  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  the  Court  to  what  took  place  in  the  trial 
of  Admiral  Keppel,  in  the  evidence  of  Lord  Mulgrave, 
in  which  the  Court,  though  offended  with  the  manner  in 
which  Lord  Mulgrave  objected  to  a  question  of  opinion, 
nevertheless  found  themselves  obliged  to  wave  compell- 
ing him  to  answer  any  such  question. 
"  The  only  case  in  which  opinion  has  been  permitted, 
was  that  of  Lord  Sackville,  in  which  it  is  to  be  observed, 
that  every  species  of  in'cgulai  ity,  and  departure  from  aU 
rules  and  usual  forms,  both  of  Courts  of  Law  and  of  Courts 
Martial,  and  almost  from  all  decorum  in  the  altercation 
between  Lord  Sackville,  the  Members  of  tlie  Court,  and 
the  Judge  Advocate,  took  place;  and  in  which  it  was 
even  allowed  to  support  the  evidence  of  witnesses  by 
proving  their  conversations,  and  what  they  had  said  out 
of  Court  to  other  persons  not  in  presence  of  tl)e  prisoner, 
and  to  apply  direct  hearsay  evidence,  botli  to  the  pri- 
soner and  witnesses  against  hinh 
"  I  beg,  at  the  same  time,  to  be  understood,  as  not 
objecting  to  many  (juestions  which  have  arisen  and 
which  must  arise  in  every  investigation  of  this  sort,  in 
which  it  is  for  the  Court  to  judge,  how  far  the  profes- 
sional opinion,  founded  upon  the  experience  and  science 
of  the  witness,  will  enable  them  to  form  a  just  estimate 
of  the  nature  and  practicability  of  a  country — the  faci- 
lity with  which  it  might  be  crossed,  the  probable  ef- 
fect of  any  particular  measure,  if  it  had  been  adopted, 
or  of  any  attack  which  might  have  been  made,  and  in 
which,  therefore,  tlie  Court  may  avail  themselves  of  the 
experience  of  a  witness,  and  ask  even  his  opinion  as  an 
officer  upon  a  point  of  science,  or  relating  to  the  service, 
as  the  only  means  of  enabhng  them  to  form  a  correct 
judgement.     This  is  in  conformity  with  the  practice  of 
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*•  all  other  Courts,  in  which  opinions  on  subjects  of  science 
"are  allowed,  and  tlie  Court  in  this  case  exercise  .their 
^^  discretion  as  to  the  points  upon  which  they  will  pursue 
*^  such  a  cx)urse  of  examination. 

"  But  it  is  not  consistent  with  the  justicc^ue  to  the 
•*  person  accused,  nor  with  the  dignity  of  the  Court,  to 
"  transfer  to  the  witnesses  power  which  is  delegated  by 
"  his  Majesty,  namely,  tliat  of  judging  of  the  conduct  and 
"  motives  of  the  person  cliarged. 

"  The  witnesses  may,  when  asked,  assist  the  Court  with 
*•  their  opinions  upon  subjects  connected  with  the  science, 
''  but  are  not  to  be  allowed,  still  less  asked,  to  draw  eon- 
^*  elusions  or  give  opinions  upon  tlie  conduct  of  the  person 
"  accused. 

"  The  witness,  therefore,  cannot  be  permitted  to  state 
**  whether,  in  his  opinion,  I  conducted  myself  well  or  ill, 
"  or  performed  or  neglected  my  duty  on  such  a  day  or  oc- 
^'  casion,  or  draw  any  inferences  or  conclusions  in  relation 
^'  as  to  my  conduct ;  he  is  to  state  what  he  saw  and  heard, 
"  and  what  I  said  and  did,  and  how  1  acted,  in  relation  to 
"  the  subject  of  charge ;  and  from  his  evidence  the  Court 
•*  draw  the  necessary  inferences  and  conclusions  upon  my 
"  conduct,  and  form  their  own  opinion  as  to  whether  I 
"  performed  or  neglected  my  duty. 

"  This  is  analogous  to  the  cases  of  daily  occurrence,  in 
"  which  the  nature  and  character  of  the  oftence  depends 
"  upon  whether  the  person  charged  was  actuated  in  what 
"  he  did  by  malice  towards  the  person  injured.  A  witness 
"  is  never  allowed,  nor  can  be  permitted,  to  state  his  opi- 
"  nion  or  belief,  that  the  prisoner  was  actuated  by  ma- 
"  licious  motives ;  that  is  an  inference  or  conclusion  to 
**  be  drawn  only  by  the  Court  and  Jury  from  the  facts 
*^  proved,  and  tlie  conduct  of  tlie  party,  and  what  he  said 
"  and  did. 

"  This  is  founded  on  the  wisdom  of  our  Courts,  and  in 
"  protection  of  those  charged. 

"  If  a  man  swears  to  facts  which  are  false,  or  to  his  l)e- 
*'  lief  even  of  facts  which  he  must  know  to  be  false,  as,  for 
'^  instance,  that  he  believed  certain  ground  to  be  practi- 
*'  Cable,  which  he  must  from  cxamuiation  have  known  not 
*Mo  be' so,  I  could  indict  him  for  pcrjurv  ;  but  I  could 
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indict  no  man  for  saying  that  he  thought  I  conducted 
myself  ill,  or  did  not  perform  my  duty,  tliough  his  opi- 
nion might  be  founded  on  prejudice  or  malice.  Evi- 
"  dence  of  any  extent  or  description  of  this  sort  may  be 
"  given  with  impunity.  God  forbid,  that  I  siiould  impute 
**  perjury  to  any  of  the  witnesses  who  may  be  called; 
*'  their  profession  and  situation  exempt  them  from  tl)e 
**  suspicion :  but  I  neqd  not  advert  to  the  opening  ad- 
"  dress  of  tlie  Judge  Advocate  for  proof  of  strong  opi- 
"  nions  having  gone  fortli.  I  trust  I  shall  prove  them  to 
"  be  founded  on  prejudice ;  but  they  may,  nay  they  must, 
"  sway  the  opinions  of  many.  If  opinions  of  this  sort  are 
permitted,  what  must  be  the  situation  of  those  who  have 
been  unfortunate,  and  become  the  subject  of  a  criminal 
"  charge.  There  will  be  enough  witnesses  who  will 
"judge  from  misfortime  only  to  convict. 

•*  But  it  is  not  only  in  th(;  wisdom  of  Courts  for  the 
"  protection  of  persons  accused,  tliat  all  this  is  founded. 
"  It  is  founded  also  in  the  purest  reason,  and  in  what  is 
•*  essentially  due  to  the  character  of  the  Court  itself. 
Opini(•^  is  but  the  conclusion  which  a  man  draws  for 
himself,  as  the  ju^^t  result  of  his  own  reflection  upon 
"  certain  facts.  DKibrenl  nun  very  I'rcquently  draw  dif- 
"  fercnt  conclusions  from  the  same  facts;  and  it  is  abso- 
"  lutely  necessary,  in  order  to  form  any  judgement  of  the? 
'*  validity  of  any  one  opinion,  that  all  the  facts  upon  which 
that  opinion  has  been  formed  should  be  presented  to 
those  who  are  to  judge  of  that  validity,  in  order  that  it 
"  may  appear  to  them  whether  the  opinion  which  has 
"  been  so  foiincd  upon  them  is  correct  or  not.  To  sup- 
"  pose  that  the  mere  opinion,  unaccompanied  by  the  facts, 
"  of  any  witness,  upon  any  case  (except  in  the  instancies 
"  before  stated),  can  l>e  taken  as  evidence  to  govern  the 
judgement  of  the  members  who  are  to  decide  upon  that 
case,  seems  to  be  almost  an  insult  upon  the  Court,  inas- 
**  much  as  it  supposes  a  total  surrender  of  its  deliberative 
"  functions,  and  of  its  duty  to  judge  for  itself.  And  to 
"  offer  a  witness's  opinion  as  evidence,  though  accom- 
"  panicd  by  a  statement  of  the  facts  on  which  he  forms 
"  it,  is  to  otfer  what  is  obviously  nugatory  and  useless. 
**  For  if  the  opinion  whicli  the  witness  has  formed  upon 
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**  those  facts  be  an  erroneous  gpinion,  it  must  necessarily 
**  be  rejected;  and  if  it  should  even  appear  to  be  a  just 
"  one,  it  can  be  no  niore  than  tliat  whicli  the  Court,  mx)ii 
**  the  consideration  which  it  must  cive  to  tliose  very  lacts. 
"  in  order  to  ascertain  vvhctbiCr  it  be  a  just  opinion  or  not,- 
*'  must  nave  ah-eady  formed  for  itseif.  So  that  in  either 
."  case,  wlietlier  the  opinion  of  any  witness  be  a  just  or  an 
**  unjust  one,  it  cannot  have  the  efi'cct  of  evidence  to  in- 
"  form,  or  in  any  manner  to  assist  or  influence  the  judge- 
*'  ment  of  the  Coirrt. 

*'  I  have  been  supposing  that  all  the  fucts  of  the  case 
"  are  already  known  to  the  witness;  but  the  Court  must 
*'  see  thiit  it  is  very  possible  that  a  witness's  knowledge  of 
"  the  facts  muy  be  only  a  partial  one ;  and  different  cir- 
*'  cumstances  only  may  be  known  to  different  w itnesses ; 
"  and  (iifi'erent  witnesses,  supposing  theniiitlves  to  be  ac- 
"  quainted  with  all  the  facts  of  tlie  case,  tliouKh  really  not 
"  so,  may  severally  entertain,  and  conscientiously  too, 
"  upon  what  they  each  suppose  to  be  the  same  case,  opi- 
"  nions  diametrically  opposite  to  each  other.  Yet  if  mere 
"  opinions  are  to  be  taken  as  evidence,  each  of  tiiosc  opi- 
*•  nions,  coming  from  witnesses  alike  honourable  and  in- 
*'  telligent,  will  be  entitled,  however  opposite  and  contra- 
"  dictory,  to  be  alike  received ;  and  the  investigation 
"  which  will  be  necessary  for  the  Court  to  delcruiine  the 
"  preference  due  to  ti  is  or  that  oi)inion,  will  be  precisely 
"  the  same  as  will  be  required  to  decide  ui)on  the  chargt  s 
"  themselves. 

"  But  it  is  not  for  the  trial  of  officers'  opinions  that  t.hi* 
"  Honourable  Court  is  assembled;  and  J  feel  confident 
"  that  it  is  neither  by  those  opinions,  nor  by  any  which 
'*  may  have  been  hastily  taken  up,  or  studiously  and  in- 
"  decently  ex  pressed  abroad,  that  the  charges  before  you 
"  will  be  tried.  It  is  to  this  Court,  and  to  tl^e  judgement 
**  of  the  Honourable  jVIembers  who  conjpose  it,  that  those 
*'  charges  are  referred.  It  is  by  their  opinions  that  the 
''  estimate  of  my  character  and  conduct  is  to  be  formed  ; 
"  and  I  submit,  with  chccrfuliiei^s,  to  officers  whose  rank 
"  and  characters  are  a  sine  and  safe  pledge  that,  not  con- 
"  descending  to  be  guided  by  the  prejudices,  or,  I  hcju*  I 
**  may  say,  by  the  opinions  of  other  men,  the  only  judge- 
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•*  merit  on  which  their  decision  will  be  'formed,  will  be 
"  their  own. 

^^  1  am  sorry  to  have  troubled  the  Court  so  long ;  but 
in  a  case  like  this,  in  which  such  strong  prejudices  have 
been  excited,  in  which  even  strictures  upon  my  con- 
**  duct  have  been  published  and  industriously  circulated, 
**  since  it  was  known  I  was  under  arrest  for  trial,  by  of- 
*^  ficers  on  the  expedition,  it  is  impossible  I  can,  without  a 
^^  most  solemn  protest  against  it,  allow  such  evidence  to 
^^  be  given.  I  entreat  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Court 
"  to  it,  not  for  myself  only,  but  as  their  deliberate  deci- 
*^  sion  will  establish  a  precedent  for  other  cases,  and  beg 
"  the  Court  once  more  to  refer  to  Lord  Keppel's  trial, 
"  pages  91  and  92,  and  Peake's  evidence,  page  I90,  in 
**  support  of  the  arguments  I  have  submitted." 

A  Member. — We  want  to  know  the  grolmds  of  the 
opinion  which  was  founded  upon  a  fact. 

Judge  Advocate. — It  is  fit  I  should  state,  that  I  mean 
to  follow  that  question  by  another ;  that  is,  if  the  Court 
decides  that  the  question  may  be  put,  I  mean,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  line  of  conduct  I  have  already  pursued,  to  ask 
Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  a  question  as  to  his  opinion  concem- 
ing  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant-CJeneral  Whitelocke ;  and 
I  am  not  in  the  least  shaken  by  what  I  have  been  read- 
ing, in  my  view  of  the  propriety  of  it. 

A  Member. — You  wish  to  know  the  grounds  on  which 
Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  formed  the  opinion  he  gave  to  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Whitelocke,  and  whetlKir  it  was  the  effect 
of  any  approbation  of  the  conduct  that  led  to  the  state  of 
tilings  which  produced  that  opinion,  or  the  reverse. 

The  Question  read. 

A  Member. — It  is,  as  to  the  opinion  General  White- 
locke received  from  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty ;  we  must  know 
the  grounds  upon  which  that  opinion  is  formed. 

Here  a  Paper  was  handed  to  the  President,  which  was 

ready  as  follows: 

"  As  explained  by  an  Honourable  Memlfer  of  the  Court, 
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"  I  do  not  object  to  it.  It  is  only  as  explained  by  Ae 
"  Judge  Advocate,  as  asking  genci-al  opinions  as  to  my 
"  conduct,  or  on  hypotlietical  grounds,  that  I  object.  I 
"  do  not  object  to  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty's  opinion  upon 
"  any  military  operation,  or  act,  or  arrangement." 

Judge  Advocate. — Then  I  am  afraid  that  a  good  deal 
uf  the  time  of  the  Court  may  have  been  consumed  to  no 
purpose,  because  the  question  I  was  about  to  put  was  not 
an  hypothetical  one,  it  was  a  question  founded  upon  what 
he  had  seen,  upon  what  conversation  he  had  had,  or  any 
other  fact  that  passed  before  his  eyes,  that  enabled  hina  to 
form  an  opinion. 

The  Question  read. 

Judge  Advocate. — Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  asked 
me  whether  I  meant  to  confine  it  to  the  plan  of  the  expe- 
dition* or  extend  it  to  the  general  conduct  of  Gencnrat 
Whitelocke.  I  stated,  I  did  not  confine  it  to  the  plan;  if 
by  the  plan,  is  meant  the  plan  in  the  Gazette;  but  to  tiie 
general  conduct  of  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke. 

A  Member. — The  question  imports  this ;  you  gave  an 
opinion  to  CJeneral  Whitelocke,  and  the  Court  asks,  Upon 
what  did  you  found  that  opinion  ?  Tell  us  the  motives 
that  actuated  you  in  giving  that  opinion  ? 

Judge  Advocate. — Q.  Did  that  opinion  include  any 
approbation  of  the  conduct  of  Greneral  Whitelocke  ? 
-\-       A.  Certainly  it  did  not. 

Q.  Was  it,  or  was  it  not,  your  opinion  that  the  force 
which  left  Monte  Video  to  engage  in  the  expedition  against 
Buenos  Ayres,  if  differently  conducted,  would  have  been 
successful  ? 

*  Judge  Advocate. — I  do  not  mean  to  conceal  that;  I 
consider  it  to  be  a  question  of  opinion  founded  upon  fact. 
I  am  placed  in  some  difficulty  in  this  place,  because  f 
do  not  know  whether  the  objection  that  Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Wiiitelocke  has  made  to  the  questions  are  such  as  have 
produced  an  impression  upon  the  minds  of  the  Court.  I 
am  prepared  to  answer  satisfactorily  (to  my  own  mind  at 
least)  the  objections ;  many  of  which  appear  to  be  found- 
ed on  the  premises  that  are  laid  down  from  the  conclusion 
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1  draw.  I  am  not  asking  a  general  question  of  opinion  of 
an  indifferent  witness,  but  the  opinion  of  a  General  Officer, 
who  has  been  upon  the  spot,  and  who  held  a  high  com- 
mand in  the  expedition,  as  to  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant" 
General  Whitelocke.  I  am  calling  upon  him  to  give  that 
intormation  to  the  Court,  not  upon  hypothetical  questions 
on  militixry  science,  but  to  give  that  information  which  the 
Court,  not  having  been  upon  the  spot,  cannot  be  apprised 
of.     That  is  the  ground  upon  which  I  put  the  question. 

A  Member. — 1  suppose,  if  there  was  any  doubt  about 
the  propriety  of  your  proceeding,  some  Member  would 
order  the  Court  to  be  cleared. 

The  Question  read. 

A  Member. — I  really  cannot  reconcile  my  mind  to  re- 
ceive any  opuiion  which  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  may  give 
upon  the  conduct  of  General  Whitelocke,  to  bring  it  into 
disrepute.  It  will  be  a  sort  of  pre-judging  Uiq  question. 
It  is  for  us  to  judge  from  the  facts. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  shall  be  happy  to  inform  the  Ho- 
nourable Member  of  the  gi'ounds  upon  which  the  question 
is  put ;  but  it  b  for  tlie  Court  to  decide,  and  not  me. 

General  JFhitelocke  handed  a  Vaper  to  the  President, 

xvhich  was  read;  as  follows : 

"  The  difficulty  arises  out  of  the  hypothesis  if  it  had 
"  been  differently  conducted. — By  this  means  a  question  is 
*'  asked  as  to  the  opinion  of  the  witness  upon  the  general 
"  conduct/' 

.   The  Court  cleared. 

Tlie  Court  resumed. 

President. '^Th^  Court  are  of  opinion  the  question  may 
be  put. — (The  question  read.) 

A.  In  my  opinion  the  force  was  sufficient  for  the  re«  -: 
duction  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

A  Member. — Q.  Do  you  believe  any  advantage  would 
have  accrued  if  the  arms  had  been  loaded? 

A.  I  do  not|  ai  f ar  as  respects  my  own  column. 
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Questions  by  General  IFkitelocke. 

Q.  Considering  all  the  circumstances,  and  tlie  number 
of  the  attacks,  was  the  situation  chosen  by  myself  and 
Major-General  Govver  a  proper  one;  or  what  other  situa- 
tion would  you  have  selected  to  have  remained  in  during 
the  attacks  ? 

A.  The  situation  was  a  central  one,  and,  as  far  as  I 
can  judge,  a  proper  one  for  the  Commander  of  tlie  forces 
when  the  attacks  commenced. 

Q.  Should  you  have  thought  it  either  judicious,  safe;  or 
proper,  to  have  permitted  the  men  to  have  advanced  with 
loaded  arms ;  and  did  you  consider  yourself  as  restrained 
from  loading  when  you  arrived  at  any  point  or  obstruction 
in  which  loading  would  become  proper  ? 

A.  I  should  certainly  prefer  marching  through  the 
streets  of  the  town  with  unloaded  arms,  for  tlic  pnncipal 
part  of  the  corps.  I  did  not  consider  myself  restricted 
firom  loading  whenever  I  thought  it  necessary. 

Q.  What  number  of  inhabitants  m  ere  tiierc  at  Monte 
Video? 

A.  The  population  of  Monte  Video  was  estimated  at 
20,000,  but  there  certainly  never  were  so  many  there 
when  I  commanded.  I  should  think  about  12  or  14,000. 
The  country  round  it  was  populous. 

Q.  If  Monte  Video  had  been  kept  by  a  garrison,  to  be 
supplied  witli  uncertainty  and  difficulty  by  the  siiipping, 
.jmust  not  all  the  inhabitants  have  been  sent  away  } 

A.  Undoubtedly. 

Q.  Would  any  post,  maintained  by  means  which  must 
have  exasperated  tlic  inhabitrnts,  have  l)een  of  any  pre- 
sent advantage,  or  have  facilitated  any  future  views  of  this 
country  as  to  South  America;  and  would  it  not  have  had 
a  contrary  tendency  r 

A.  It  would  not  have  been  of  any  present  advantage, 
and  would  not  iia\c  fiicilitatod  the  views  of  tliis  country  in 
future  towards  Soiuli  :\uierica,  unless  this  country  was 
determined  to  co!i(|iicr  that  country  by  open  force. 

Q.  Had  you  not  stated  to  Govcnimcnt,  before  my  ar- 
rival at  Monte  \'idco,  your  opinion  that  it  would  require 
a  force  of  1J,0(X)  uicn  U)  conquer  and  keep  the  country; 
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and  had  your  further  experience  of  the  disposition  of  the 
inhabitants  iowards  us  led  you  to  alter  tliat  opinion  ? 

'  A.  I  stated  to  Government,  that  it  would  require  a 
force  of  15,00()  troops  to  conquer  and  keep  that  country. 
I  have  had  no  reason  since  to  think  that  a  smaller  num- 
ber would  have  been  efficient. 

Q.  Had  we  any  probable  means  of  getting  back  either 
the  prisoners  taken  from  us,  or  the  71st  regiment  and 
other  prisoners  taken  under  General  Beresford,  but  by 
acceding  to  the  terms,  and  giving  up  La  Plata  ? 

A,  I  know  of  no  other  means  of  recovering  the  pri- 
soners taken  under  General  Beresford ;  and  I  am  very 
doubtful  whether  any  measures  that  we  could  have 
adopted  would  have  recovered  the  prisoners  taken  in  tlie 
attacks. 

Judge  Jdoocate. — Q.  What  were  the  number  of  pri- 
soners taken  ^y  the  brigade  under  your  command  at  the 
Plaza  de  Tauros  ? 

A.  About  700- 

Q.  In  answer  to  a  question  put  to  you  by  Lieutenant- 
General  Whitelocke,  whether  the  situation  he  took  was  a 
proper  one,  or  what  other  you  would  have  selected  for 
him  and  Major-General  Gower  to  remain  in  during  the 
attack,  you  stated  tlmt  the  situation  was  a  proper  one 
when  the  attacks  commenced.  Was  it,  in  your  opinion, 
a  proper  situation  for  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  to 
remain  stationary  in  from  day-break  to  sun-set,  during  . 
such  a  day,  and  under  the  circumstances  within  your 
knowledge  ? 

A.  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  disposition 
of  the  forces,  the  nature  of  the  country,  or  the  plans  and 
intentions  of  the  General,  decidedly  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion. 

A  Member. ^^\  wish  to  ask,  when  the  prisoners  were 
taken  by  you  at  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  what  number  of 
artillery  was  taken,  and  the  calibre  of  the  guns. 

A.  I  took  32  pieces  of  cannon,  most  of  them  field- 
pieces,  and  the  calibre  answering  principally  to  12  and  6- 
ponnders.  Many  of  them  were  our  own ,  guns  that  had 
been  taken  witli  General  Beresford. 

Q.  I  wish  to   know  in  what  state  tliey  were,  whether 
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be  guns  were  rendered  useless,  and  whether  there  weref 
any  tumbrels  or  ammunition  with  them. 

A.  The  guns  were  all  spiked  :  I  was  successful  in  clear* 
ing  the  touch-holes  of  a  few  of  them,  and  there  was 
abundance  of  ammunition. 

Q.  Were  the  700  prisoners  that  were  taken  by  the  bn* 
gade  under  your  command,  of  a  description  that  the 
Spaniards  would  probably  have  been  desirous  to  recover 
by  giving  an  equal  number  of  British  prisoners  in  exchange 
for  them  ? 

A,  They  were  of  their  best  description  of  troops;  but  I 
am  perfectly  persuaded  the  Spaniards  would  not  have  ex- 
changed them  against  an  equal  number  of  our  men. 

Q.  Might  not  the  possession  of  Monte  Video  and  the 
command  by  the  shipping  of  the  entrance .  of  the  river 
Plata,  have  led  to  other  views,  beside  tliose  of  conquest, 
which  this  country  might  afterwards  have  adopted  with 
rpgard  to  South  America  ? 

A.  If  by  other  views  are  meant  views  of  conciliation, 
and  if  by  the  possession  of  Monte  Video  is  meant  our  re- 
taining it  after  dispossessing  the  inhabitants,  I  think  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  distance  from  White's  to  thp 
RecoUata  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

The  witness  withdrew. 
Juicutenant'Colo7iel  Nugent  called  in  again. 

The  third  and  fourth  charges  read. 

Judge  Advocate. — Q.  Had  ypii  the  command  of  tlic 
38th  regiment  on  the  5th  pf  July  last  ? 

A.  I  had. 

Q.  Did  that  regiment  form  a  part  of  the  brigade  under 
Sir  Samuel  Achmuty's  command  ? 

A.  It  did. 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  operations  of  that  regiment  from 
the  period  \a  hen  you  marched  upon  the  signal  being  given 
on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  till  the  taking  of  the  Plaza  de 
Tauros,  and  your  forming  a  junction  with  the  corps  under 
Sir  Samuel  Achmuty's  command? 
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A.  I  marched  %vith  tlie  regiment  from  their  canton- 
ments about  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  halted  at  a 
place  pointed  out  to  me  by  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty,  in  a 
road  leading  to  the  church  of  Recola,  with  my  rear  clear 
of  the  line  to  be  occupied  by  the  left  column  of  the  87th 
regiment.  On  the  commencement  of  ttic  cannonade  at 
half  past  six,  we  pushed  forwards,  and  in  about  t\^Aty 
minutes  anived  in  a  narrow  lane  leading  to  the  Plaza  de 
Tauros,  at  tlie  head  of  which  was  a  large  house  occupied 
by  a  detaclunent  of  the  enemy,  who  kept  up  a  sharp  tire 
on  the  column  as  it  approached.  The  door,  however,  was 
in  a  short  time  forced,  and  the  troops  within  put  to  tM 
bayonet.  The  enemy  had  a  numerous  artillery  on  tlie 
outside  of  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  which  we  endeavoured 
to  possess  ourselves  of,  but  from  a  destructive  fire  in  all 
directions  we  found  it  impracticable,  having  lost  a  number 
of  men  in  the  attempt.  I  gave  it  over,  expecting  to  get 
possession  of  a  large  house  looking  to  the  river,  and  situ- 
ated on  tlie  edge  of  the  cliff,  and  at  that  time  also  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy,  in  order  by  that  means  to  silence  their 
guns  and  turn  their  right  flank.  Accordingly  two  com- 
panies were  detached  for  that  purpose,  who  having  first 
possessed  tliemsclves  of  the  house,  afterwards  sallied  out 
by  a  back  door,  and  charged  the  enemy  in  the  fort  and 
barracks  of  the  Retiro,  on  the  flag-staff  of  which  we 
hoisted  our  colours ;  from  whence  they  retreated,  spiking 
all  their -guns  but  one  12-pounder,  which  we  immediately 
turned  on  the  Plaza  de  Tauros.  The  good  effect  of  this 
was  soon  observed,  as,  after  every  round,  numbers  were 
seen  to  rush  out,  endeavouring  to  escape  towards  the 
town.  On  contihuing  the  cannonade  for  some  time,  a 
white  handkerchief  was  shown  by  the  enemy  in  the  build- 
ing, and  at  half  past  nine  the  remainder  of  them  within, 
amounting  to  about  400  men,  surrendered  at  discretion. 
In  the  course  of  half  an  hour  afterwards,  Sir  Samuel 
Achmuty,  who  had  joined  us  during  the  cannonade,  or- 
dered the  87th  regiment  from  their  position  to  relieve  a 
company  of  the  S8th,  which  I  had  placed  in  charge  of  the 
prisoners  in  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  and  sent  tliat  company 
to  join  the  regiment  which  was  posted  at  different  places 
of  the  Retiro^  and  at  ttie  endB  of  the  streets  leading  into 
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the  town.     During  the  day,  Brigadier-General  Lundey, 
the  itb,  and  36th  regiments,  joined  us  at  our  pQ3ition. 

• 

The  witness  tviihdrew. 

Captain  John  Charles  Conway  Cossley  called  in^  and 
•  sworn. 

The  third  and  fourth  charges  read. 

Judge  Advocate. — Q.  Did  you  command  the  left  wing 
of  the  87th  regiment  upon  the  5th  of  July*  last? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  accompany  that  left  wing  on  its  march  mto 
the  town  on  the  5th  oi  July  ? 

A,  No.     I  was  Brigade-Major  to  General  Gower. 

The  witness  rvithdrew. 

Major  Henri/  King  called  in^  and  sworn. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  believe  you  commanded  the  left 
wing  of  the  5th  regiment  on  the  5th  of  July  last. 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  that  regiment  form  a  part  of  the  brigade  under 
Sir  Samuel  Achmuty's  command  ? 

A.  It  did. 

Q.  State  the  operations  of  that  wing  of  tlie  Sth  regi- 
ment of  which  you  had  the  command,  duruig  the  attack  of 
the  town,  till  the  period  when  you  rejoined  Sir  Samuel 
Achmuty  ? 

A.  Having  previously  received  instructions  from  Sir 
Samuel  Achmuty  on  the  evening  of  the  4th,  the  left  wing 
of  the  5th  regiment  was  formed  opposite  the  avenue  point- 
ed out  by  him.  On  the  cannonade  commencing  in  the 
centre,  the  column  advanced.  On  reaching  tlie  entrance 
into  the  streets,  I  ordered  the  front  rank  of  the  leading 
section  to  come  to  the  charge.  We  advanced  with  a  quick 
pace  down  the  street.  The  enemy,  on  our  advance,  aban- 
doned four  pieces  of  cannon,  with  which  they  were  ap- 
parently retreating  from  the  left.  It  w  as  ascertained  that 
they  had  spiked  the  guns,  and  shot  the  horses  previous  to 
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leaving  them.    The  column  reached  the  river  without  op- 
position.    I  then  looked  about  to  observe  what  houses 
were  proper  to  be  taken  possession  of,  according  to  our 
plan  of  attack.     I  retired  the  column  ^bout  50  paces  for 
that  purpose :  the  firing  having  then  commenced,  I  thought 
it  necessary  to  load,  and  then  broke  open  a  house,  the  top 
of  which  I  took  possession  of,  and  on  which  the  regimental 
colour  of  the  5th  was  displayed.     I  detached  paities  to 
take  possession  of  different  houses,  and  a  church  near. 
By  this  time  a  very  galling  fire  commenced  from  the  Plaza 
de  Tauros,  winch  commanded  the  house  upon  which  I 
stood.     Between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  the  firing  from  the 
Plaza  de  Tauros  ceased.  The  British  colours  were  hoisted 
upon  it.     Having  remained  till  near  twelve  o'clock,  some 
of  the  men  pointed  out  a  French  colour  upon  a  house  to 
the  right,  expressing  a  desire  to  take  it.     Having  received 
no  orders  during  this  period,  I  left  a  Serjeant  and  12  men 
to  guard  tlie  prisoners,  many  of  which  were  brought  to  me 
by  my  detached  parties,  as  well  as  to  protect  the  wound- 
ed.    I  then  advanced  to  the  right.     On  advancing,  I  re** 
ceived  so  heavy  a  fire,  tliat  I  thought  it  necessary  to  break 
open  a  house  on  the  left.     Into  the  court-yard  of  this 
house  I  had  tlie  wounded  meh  brought     I  then  proceed* 
ed  to  attempt  tlie  house  where  the  French  flag  was  flying. 
On  advancinsT,  I  sustained  such  loss,  that  I  felt  it  neces- 
Bory  to  retire  to  the  house  I  had  previously  broke  open. 
Adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


TWENTY-FIRST  DAY. 

THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  25,  1808. 

Lieiitenant'Colo7id  King  called  in. 

Evidefice  read. 

Judge  Advocate. — Colonel  King  will  be  so  good  as  to 
proceed  in  his  narrative. 

Colonel  King. — I  entered  the  court-yard  of  tlie  house 
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detached  an  officer  mth  the  Tvounded  to  where  I  had  left 
the  surgeon,  and  also  requested  a  reinforcement  from  Co- 
lonel Davie.  I  was  joined  by  a  few  more  men,  and  at 
the  same  time  I  received  a  message  from  Brigadier-Gene^ 
ral  Lumley,  stating  that  I  covered  his  right.  The  men 
still  expressing  a  great  deal  of  ardour,  I  again  determined 
to  attack  this  house  :  on  advancing  for  that  purpose,  I 
found  the  offensive  and  defensive  means  of  the  enemy  so 
much  superior  to  mine,  that,  notwithstanding  my  suppos- 
ing, from  the  peculiar  circumstance  of  a  French  flag  flying 
On  this  house,  that  it  might  be  occupied  by  some  officers 
of  importance  to  the  enemy,  I  was  obliged  agairt  to  retire 
to  the  court  yard  of  tlie  house,  which  I  had  before  broken 
open.  The  enemy  had  two  pieces  of  cannon  at  the  upper 
end  of  the  street,  which  however  they  were  prevented 
from  working,  by  the  fire  of  our  musketry.  The  tops  of 
the  houses  were  covered  by  the  enemy ;  it  was  in  their 
power  to  destroy  our  men  with  very  little  danger  to  them- 
Eclves ;  we  could  only  occasionally  fire  with  any  effect, 
when  their  heads  were  seen  above  the  parapet ;  added  to 
which,  the  difficulty  of  breaking  open  the  doors  was  ex- 
tremely great.  Observing  that  any  attempt  to  get  into 
the  above-mentioned  house  was  tbtally  impracticable,  and 
tliat  the  enemy  might  cut  me  off  by  superior  numbers  if  I 
renjained  wliere  I  was,  having  previously  sent  off  the 
wounded,  I  retired  to  a  street,  where  I  found  a  detachment 
of  the  36th.  Shortly  after.  Captain  Ridge,  of  the  5th,  in- 
formed me  that  a  body  of  the  enemy  was  advancing  from 
the  upper  end  of  the  street  I  formed  the  men  of  the 5th, 
with  an  intention  of  advancing  to  charge  them :  on  ap- 
proachmg  them,  I  observed  an  officer  with  a  white  hand- 
kerchief in  his  hand :  I  ordered  the  men  to  halt,  agd  to 
remain  ready  at  the  charge.  Afy  front  extended  across 
the  street :  by  this  time  the  enemy  were  very  close  ;  I  ad- 
vanced to  the  officer,  who  had  also  halted  his  men  ;  from 
him  I  understood,  that  he  had  surrendered  himself  and 
party  as  prisoners  of  war.  I  desired  them  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  and,  for  that  purpose,  seized  2  or  3  of  their 
firelocks  near  me,  and  threw  them  on  the  ground.  Ob- 
serving that  the  enemy  had  accumulated  greatly  in  num- 
l)ers,  menacing  my  party  by  flourishing  s\Aords  and  pistols; 
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just  at  this  momeut,  one  of  them  having  presented  at  m% 
pne  of  the  5th  started  forth,  and  made  a  thrust  with  a 
bayonet  at  the  officer  I  was  talking  to ;  he  started  aside,  and 
it  did  him  no  harm.  Observing  they  did  not  lay  dowa 
their  arms,  I  thought  it  necessary  to  demand  his  sword^ 
which  he  immediately  gave.  At  the  same  moment,  the 
officer  who  carried  the  colour,  informed  me  that  the 
enemy  had  attempted  to  seize  it :  I  immediately  ordered 
the  men  to  charge,  and  the  enemy  turned  and  ran  as  fast 
as  possible,  leavmg  a  few  killed  behind  them.  Nothing 
material  occurred  after  this :  we  proceeded  to  break  open 
houses,  according  to  order,  and  when  we  were  in  the  act 
of  breaking  one  open,  I  received  an  order  from  Brigadier- 
General  Lumley,  to  form  a  junction  with  the  right  wing  of 
the  5  th,  and  retire  to  the  Plaza  de  Tauros :  this  order  was 
immediately  obeyed,  and  about  3  o'clock  we  entered  the 
Plaza  de  Tauros. 

Q.  In  the   course  of  that  day  you  did  not  rejoin  the 
right  wing  of  the  5  th  till  after  the  order  you  received  from 
Brigadier-General  Lumley. 
A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  What  number  of  intrenching  tools,  or  other  instni- 
Oients,  proper  for  breaking  open  houses,  had  your  wing  at 
the  time  of  the  attack  ? 

A.  I  cannot  exactly  remember ;  we  had  some. 
Q.  Of  what  nature  were  those  you  had ;  what  sort  of 
tools  were  they  ? 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  wc  had  some  of  the 
regimental  pioneers'  tools,  with  a  crow  bar,  and  a  mattocli; 
or  two,  that  were  found  in  the  suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

Q.  Did  you  fmd  that  crow  bar  and  mattock  during  the 
advance? 

A.  Previous  to  the  attack.  The  evening  previous  tQ 
the  attack,  we  collected  all  the  tools  wc  possibly  could, 
and  Colonel  Davie  made  a  division  of  them  between  thf 
two  wings. 

Licutenant-Coloiiel  Davie  called  in  again. 

The  third  charge  rcad^ 
Judge  Advocate.-^Q.    Did  you    command  the  right 
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Aving  of  the  5th  regiment  on  the  day  of  the  attack  upoit 
Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  State  the  operations  of  the  wing  under  your  com- 
mand, from  the  time  of  your  marching  to  the  attack  of 
the  town,  till  your  junction  with  the  force  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  at  the  Tauros. 

A.  The  right  column,  under  my  command,  proceeded 
at  half  past  six  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  down 
the  streets  that  had  been  pointed  out  the  evening,  before, 
by  Brigadier-General  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty,  and  it  arrived 
at  a  quarter  past  seven  at  the  banks  of  the  river,  without 
meeting  with  the  slightest  op()Osition.  I  immediately  posted 
the  King's  colours,  w  ith  a  part  of  the  column,  on  the  tops 
of  the  houses  in  die  square,  nearest  tiie  river,  and  placed 
troops  at  the  different  angles  of  the  streets  intersecting 
each  other.  Shortly  after,  in  conjunction  with  two  com- 
panies of  the  left  wing,  I  took  possession  of  tiie  church 
of  Santa  Catalina,  from  the  tower  of  which,  about  nine 
o'clock,  I  observed  a  white  flag  hanmng  out  of  Uie  Tauros. 
Captain  Brooke,  Assistant-Quarter-Master-General,  joined 
me  about  that  thhe,  and  informed  me  of  the  capture  of 
the  ReUro.  I  jnoceeded  along  the  strand  to  receive  orders 
from  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty,  who  came  to  the  church  about 
1 1  o'clock ;  and,  after  making  his  observations  from  the 
tower,  he  gave  me  orders  to  retain  the  position  1  was  in, 
and,  if  pressed  by  the  enemy,  to  retire  on  him  to  the 
Tauros.  About  one  o'clock  I  received  a  message  from 
Brigadier-General  Lunjley,  by  a  Serjeant  of  the  36th  regi- 
ment, requesting  me  to  advance  instantly  to  his  support 
on  the  right.  1  immediately  proceeded  with  three  com- 
panies, and  found,  on  joining  him,  that  the  36th  had  re- 
ceived orders  to  retire.  Two  companies  of  the  left  wing, 
under  Major  King,  then  joined  me,  and  we  retired  along 
the  strand,  in  the  rear  of  the  36th  regiment,  and  arrived 
at  the  Ketiro,  I  believe,  about  half-past  two. 

fflthdrew. 
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Brigadier 'General  Lumley  calkd  im 
The  third  charge  read. 

Judge  Advocate. — Q.  Did  you  lead  the  right  wing  of 
the  36th  regiment,  which  formed  part  of  the  brigade  under 
your  command,  that  brigade  consisting  of  the  36th  and 
38th  regiments,  on  tlie  day  of  attack? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  operations  of  the  right  wincj 
which  you  led  from  the  comniencement  of  the  attack,  till 
the  period  at  which  you  formed  a  junction  with  the  corps 
under  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty's  command,  and  what  came 
within  your  knowledge  of  the  operations  of  the  other  wiiigt» 
of  the  brigade  which  you  commanded. 

A.  About  six  o'clock  on  the  mominsj  of  the  5th  July, 
the  two  regiments  composing  my  brigade  were  formed, 
having  left  their  packs  and  great-coats  in  their  canton- 
ments, under  a  guard,  according  to  the  orders  previously 
received.     The  88th  were  in  two  columns,  with  tlie  head 
of  each  on  tlic  road  down  which  it  was  to  proceed ;  and 
the  36th  in  one  column,  hi  readiness  to  move  in  the  dii'ec- 
tion  which  I  mtendcd  myself  to  lead  it,  until  I  could  ascer- 
tain the  two  nearest  parallel  roads  to  those  down  which 
the  88th  were  to  march;    having  given  order*   to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Duft'  and  Major  Vandeleur,  commanding 
the  two  above-mentioned  columns  of  the  88th,  to  move 
slowly,  but  not  to  advance  beyond  the  out-posts,  until  tlie 
signal  guns  were  fired,  and  then  to  push  rapidly  on,  and 
penetrate,  if  possible  to  the  river ;  or  to  post  themselves 
as  far  in  advance  as  they  were  able,  taking  possession  of 
any  church,  or  any  large  house  or  houses,  which  they 
might  afterwards  be  best  able   to  maintain  and  defend. 
Accompanied  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stewart,  the  Deputy- 
Adjutant-General  to  Brigadier-General  Craufurd's  expedi- 
tion, and  Captain  Watson,  of  the  artillery,  who  had  served 
at  the  capture  of  Monte  Video,  but  was  on  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Cape,  both  of  whom,  being  at  that  time  un- 
employed, had  volunteered  their  services  with  me  on  land- 
ing, and  for  whose  zealous  assistance,  together  with  that 
of  Brigade- Major  Roaclie,  I  shall  ever  feel  myself  highly 
obliged;   I  proceeded  in  an  oblique  direction    with  the 
36th  regiment,  until  I  again  came  upon  a  road  which  ap- 
peared  to  me  to  lead  direct  into  the  town.     I  soon  after 
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detached  the  left  wing  of  the  36th,  under  the  dOmmand  of 
Captain  Cross,  to  proceed  still  furtlier  to  the  left,  and  to 
move  in  a  parallel  direction  with  the  right  wing  on  the 
first  road  on  which  he  might  be  able  so  to  do,  and  with 
the  same  orders  which  I  had  previously  given  to  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Duff  and  Major  Vandeleur.  About  this 
time,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  the  signal  guns  fired, 
and  the  day  began  to  dawn.  I  can  now  only  speak  with 
accuracy  ot  tlie  n)ovcments  of  the  right  wing  of  the  36th, 
mider  LieutcucuU-Colonel  Burne,  with  which  the  neces- 
sity of  ascertaining  tlie  roads  had  thus  placed  me.  With 
this  cohunn  I  then  proceeded  as  fast  as  the  broken  up  and 
bad  state  of  tlic  road  and  the  street  would  permit  Soon 
after  our  entering  tlie  first  street,  a  partial  firing  of  mus» 
ketry  commenced  upon  us  in  various  directions,  but  we 
.  succeeded  in  penetrating  to  the  last  cross  street  adjoining 
to  the  river.  The  pickaxes  which  had  been  delivered  to 
tlie  columns,  were  useless  in  breaking  open  the  strong 
massy  doors  and  windows,  which  I  believe  were  the  same 
throughout  the  town :  but  by  the  united  efforts  of  tha 
soldiery,  we  at  lengtli  forced  open  some  few  houses,  ht- 
tween  tlie  two  streets  parallel  and  nearest  to  the  river ; 
and  one  Vdv^e  and  high  house  between  the  last  street  and 
the  beach,  upon  uhich  I  directed  the  colours  of  the  36th 
regiment  to  be  planted,  as  a  signal  and  encouragement  to 
the  other  columns  of  the  brigade,  and  also  to  such  other 
parts  of  the  army  as  might  be  enabled  to  observe  it.  The 
cross  street,  in  the  rear  of  my  position,  was  now  enfiladed 
by  t^^  o  guns,  from  one  entrance  of  the  square,  the  street 
next  adjoining  to  the  beach  was  in  like  manner  enfiladed  by 
two  guns  from  that  part  of  the  scjuare  immediately  under 
the  fort,  as  also  by  three  guns  from  the  fort  itself.  The 
fire  of  some  of  these  guns  was  genemlly  directed  with  great 
precision  and  effect  against  the  large  house  before-men- 
tioned. A  constant  and  heavy  fire  of  musketry  was  also 
poured  upon  us  in.  every  direction,  almost  without  our 
being  able  to  perceive  those  who  fired  upon  us,  so  com- 
pletely were  they  hid  by  the  parapets  of  the  houses.  We 
were  thus  situated  for  some  time ;  at  length  six  men 
of  the  S8th  regiment,  together  with  some  grenadiers 
of  the  ;36th,  v\ho  had  advanced  and  occupied  an  in- 
term{:di(ite  house,  but  had   been  driven   back^   making  ^ 
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tlieir  way  over  the  tops  of  some  of  the  houses,  reported  that 
almost  the  whole  of  the  88th  regiment  were  prisoners, 
which  was  soon  after  confirmed  to  me  by  Colonel 
Ellio,  a  Spanish  officer,  with  a  flag  of  truce,  who 
assured  me  that  above  a  thousand  of  our  men  were  al« 
ready  prisoners,  and  proposing  to  me  to  surrender. 
This  I  peremptorily  refused.  Almost  immediately  after- 
wards it  was  rej)orted  to  me  that  two  guns  were  advancing 
along  the  beach,  for  the  purpose,  as  it  should  seem,  of 
attacking  us  in  front  Having  about  this  period  expressed 
my  anxiety  to  ascertain  the  situation  of  Sir  Samuel  Ach- 
muty,  who  I  supposed  to  be  on  my  left,  Captain  Watsoa 
oftered  to  endeavour  to  fi^d  him,  and  to  report  his  situa- 
tion to  me.  All  opposition  to  the  enemy  having  now 
ceased  on  the  part  of  the  88th  regiment,  the  fire,  both  of 
artillery  and  musketry,  was  wiiolly  directed  against  the 
36th  regiment.  An  attempt  was  now  made  to  bring  two 
guns  into  tlie  very  street  down  which  I  bad  marched,  and 
at  the  end  of  which  I  then  was.  These,  although  at  some 
distance,  would  have  completely  enfiladed  my  position  in 
the  rear,  in  the  same  manner  the  two  guns  on  the.  beach 
were  intended  to  do  in  front.  About  this  period,  I  had 
ordered  up  the  left  wing  of  the  36th  regiment  to  my  sup- 
port; and  nearly  at  the  same  time,  Major  King,  of  the 
5th,  by  some  chance  which  he  will  be  best  able  to  explain, 
appeared  with  the  left  wing  of  that  regiment  m  my  rear, 
at  the  iurtlier  end  of  the  street,  and  at  the  very  point 
where  the  enemy  had  assembled  nn  great  numbers,  con- 
ducting the  two  guns  before  mentioned ;  to  these  he  op- 
posed a  most  gallant  resistance,  possessing  himself  of  their 
guns^  for  a  short  time,  I  believe.  Although  the  necessity 
of  self-defence  had  obliged  us  to  commence  firing  long  be- 
fore this  period,  yet  the  contest  was  very  unequal  from 
the  first,  opposed  as  we  were  by  a  numerous  artillery  as 
well  as  musketry",  in  every  direction.  I  now  sent  to  Lieu* 
tenant-Colonel  Davie,  of  the  5th,  to  recommend  liis  ad- 
vancing to  the  support  of  the  left  wing  of  his  regiment. 
Two  Spanish  officers  had  again  come  out  to  propose  a 
surrender;  but  as  their  manner  was  both  rude  and  un* 
courteous,  I  recommended  them  to  retirg  without  delay. 
Colonel  Ellio  soon  afterwards  again  came  towards  me  with 
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authority  from  Liniers  to  require  an  unconditional  sur- 
render within  a  quarter  of  an  hoiln  I  was  again  equally 
peremptory  in  my  refusal.  At  the  time  of  these  dis- 
cussions a  total  cessation  of  firing  had,  to  all  appearance, 
taken  place  in  all  other  parts  of  the  town ;  from  which  I 
concluded  that  the  troops  under  Brigadier-General  Crau- 
fiird  were  either  prisoners,  or  had  been  obliged  to  retire. 
Numbers  of  the  €nemy,  during  those  conferences  with  the 
Spanish  officers,  either  intoxicated  with  liquor  or  their  suc- 
cess, or  perhaps  both,  had  rushed  forward,  under  the  idea 
of  taking  prisoners  and  disarming  our  men ;  their  temerity 
proved  fatal  to  many  of  tiiem ;  the  guns  too  on  tlie  beach 
bad  been  much  advanced,  and  were  covered  by  about  700 
of  the  enemy.  The  gallant  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bume 
having  been  informed  of  this,  and  stating  to  me  that  what- 
ever our  future  operations  might  be,  these  guns  would  ere 
long  be  a  most  serious  annoyance  to  us,  of  which  I  was 
but  too  well  aware,  he,  havmg  obtained  my  permission, 
pushed  on,  at  the  head  of  some  of  tlie  grenadiers,  as  well 
as  some  small  detachments  of  the  battalion  companies,  in 
all  not  much  exceeding  50  men,  drove  the  enemy  before 
him  under  tlie  walls  of  the  fort,  spiked  the  guns,  and 
sought  shelter  under  a  low  house  and  garden  hedge  from 
the  heavy  fire  which  was  then  opened  upon  him  from  the 
fort.  I  had  now  received  intelligence,  by  a  pencilled  note 
from  Captain  Watson,  that  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  was  in 
possession  of  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  and  that  he  recom- 
mended my  retiring  along  the  beach,  and  joining  him  on 
the  heights  of  the  Retiro.  I  wrote  an  answer  on  the  back 
of  the  same  note :  "  I  am  still  in  possession  of  niy  post ; 
^*  cannot  Sir  Samuel  support  me?"  This  note  never 
again  reached  its  destination.  It  was  now  near  two 
o  clock ;  we  had  been  engaged  in  this  unequal  contest  for 
above  six  hours,  our  numbers  much  reduced,  men  and 
officers  falling  fast,  forbid  in  the  first  instance  by  our  in- 
structions to  advance  against  the  fort  and  square,  all  the 
ammunition  being  expended,  and  well  aware  that  1  must 
ere  long  be  completely  surrounded,  and  overpowered  by 
numbers,  I  deemed  it  most  advisable  for  the  good  of  the 
service,  instead  of  a  longer  fruitless  resistance,  to  fall 
back,  and  reinforce  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  with  the  remains 
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of  tlic!  5th  and  36th  regiments,  then  with  me.  I  accord- 
ingly retired  along  the  beach,  still  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire' 
of  grape  and  round  shot  from  the  fort,  arid,  with  some  ad- 
ditional loss,  between  two  and  three  o'clock  I  joined  and 
put  myself  under  the  orders  of  Sir  Saniuel  Achmuty,  with 
the  two  regiments  above-mentioned.  The  conduct  of  the 
tfoops  under  my  command  was  above  all  praise;  but  I 
think  it  but  justice  to  them  here  to  state,  that,  visible  as  it 
must  have  been  to  the  eye  of  every  common  observer,  very 
early  in  the  day,  that  we  had  no  prospect  of  success,  not  a 
murmur  was  to  be  heard,  not  even  an  appearance  of  a' 
wish  to  retreat;  4;he  behaviour  of  both  men  and  officers 
evinced  that  degree  of  cool  determination,  steady,  patient 
perseverance,  and  prompt  obedience  to  orders,  which  8tre 
the  real  criterions  of  true  bravei*y  and  discipline.  The 
remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  using  every  exertion 
to  stren^hen  the  post  we  then  held. 

Q.  Mter  your  separation  from  the  left  wing  on  the 
moraing,  how  soon  did  that  left  wing  rejoin  ? 

A.  I  cannot  be  exactly  certain ;  but  I  should  conceive 
about  twelVe  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  Colonel  }3ume  go  with  you  to  the  Tauros? 

A.  He  fojlowed  me  some  time  afterwards. 

A  Maiibtr. — Q.  At  what  time  of  the  day  did  it  ap- 
pear that  thore  was  no  prospect  of  success? 

A.  I  should  say,  decidedly,  as  early  as  ten  o'clock. 

Q.  Having  with  your  column  reached  the  river,  state 
what  reasons  you  had  for  thinking  at  that  time  that  all 
chance  of  success  was  over. 

A.  The  enemy  were  greatly  superior  to  us  in  numbers; 
that  was  visible  from  the  fir^t:  they  were  better  protected 
from  our  fire  than  we  could  possibly  be  from  theirs:  they 
were  in  possession  of  a  numerous  artillery,  and  we  had  not 
a  single  gun  with  us. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  the  distance,  or  nearly  so,  from  White's 
house  to  the  RecoUata? 

A.  It  is  impossible  to  speak  with  any  precision,  as  I 
never  was  at  the  RecoUata ;  but  it  appeared  to  me  by  the 
eye  to  be  about  two  miles. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  the  distance  from  White's  house  to  the 
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ChucUo,  and  the  nature  of  the  country,  whctlier  woody, 
open,  or  enclosed  ? 

A.  From  the  nearest  point  of  the  Chuello  I  cannot  say. 
l*vom  the  Chico  Pass,  where  we  crossed,  I  conceive  it  to 
be  about  four  miles :  the  country  was  much  enclosed  from 
the  moment  we  ascended  the  heights.  . 

Q»  Miglit  not  tlie  roads  leading  from  tlie  country  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  between  White's  house  and  the  Chuello, 
i\ave  been  either  occupied  by  the  Critish  ti*oops,  or  broken 
i)p,  and  rendci-ed  impassable,  so  as  to  prevent  any  supply 
of  provision  being  brought,  in  that  direction,  into  thi^ 
town? 

A.  I  should  conceive  they  certainly  might 

Q.  Having  stated  that  tlie  enemy  were  a  great  deal  su- 
perior in  number,  do  you  mean  that  they  were  a  gieat  deal 
superior  in  number  to  your  brigade,  or  to  the  whol^ 
army  ? 

A.  I  can  only  speak  with  respect  to  my  own  brigade : 
I  could. only  form  a  Judgement  from  tlie  numbers  I  saw  in 
tli^  streets,  and  upon  the  walls  of  the  foit  on  the  side  on 
which  I  was.  • 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  apply  that  which  you  have  just 
said,  as  to  tlie  chance  of  success,  alsg  to  your  own  brigade 
only? 

A.  Certainly.  Separated  as  I  was  from  the  rest  of  the 
army,  I  can  only  judsie  with  respect  to  my  own  brigade. 

Q.  Of  wliat  description  were  the  enemy's  troops  which 
\yere  opposed  to  your  brigade;  were  tliey  regular  troops, 
or  the  armed  population  of  the  toun? 

A.  Hiey  v^  ere  of  every  description,  from  the  original 
Spaniard  dow  n  to  the  Black :  some  of  them  were  clotlied 
in  uniform,  otliers  not. 

Q.  Were  you  consulted  as  to  the  treaty?    . 

A.  On  the  8th  of  the  month  I  was  sent  for  by  the  Com- 
mander of  the  forces,  to  be  consulted  upon  certain  points 
connected  with  the  treaty.  With  respect  to  the  treaty  it- 
self, I  did  not  consider  myself  consulted.  It  was  the  8th 
or  9tl),  I  will  not  be  certain  which  of  those  two  days. 

Q.  What  was  the  state  of  the  troops  after  the  faikire  on 
the  6th  of  July ;  was  it  such  as  might  have  enabled  them 
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to  undertake  any  further  operations  igainst  the  towtf  of 
Buenos  Ayres? 

A.  The  troops  Were  then  certainly  badly  clothed ;  they 
were  without  either  their  blankets  or  gr^at-coats.  ThougM 
covered  over  head,  they  were  Still  exposed  to  the  night  au-, 
which  was  more  than  usually  severe.  My  brigade  had 
also  rtow  been  four  days  almost  entirely  without  meat,  and 
had  ret<?ived  but  a  very  small  portion  of  biscuit  previous 
to  and  during  that  period ;  but  undoubtedly  a  good  meal 
or  two,  which  we  had  then  a  prospect  of  obtaining,  Tvould 
have  rendered  them  eqaal  to  any  duties  Where  loftg 
marches  wet^  not  likel}-  to  take  place. 

Q.  Do  you  conceive  they  were  equal  to  further  operas 
tions  agaiiTbt  the  town,  or  not? 

A.  Yes,  I  conceive  they  were.  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  that  niglit  they  wefe  equal  to  further  exertions,  but 
subsequent  to  tSie  5th  I  conceive  they  wefo'. 

Q.  Do  you  conceive  that  the  force  sentagainst  Buenos 
Ayres  was  sufficient  for  tf ic  reduction  of  it? 
*  A.  I  certainly  do  conceive  it  to  hsavc  bben  ftilly  sufr 
ficient. 

Withdrew. 

Lkuteimnt'Colonel  Robert  Bttme  stik>fni 
The  third  article  of  charge  read. 

• 

Judge  Advocatc-^Q.  Did  you  accoitfpany  the  right 
wing  of  tfie  36th  regimerrrt  on  the  morning  of  the  attack? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  That  wing  was  under  your  commaiMli. 

A.  If  was. 

Q.  Stcrte  what  passed  from  the  time  you  were  detached 
from  Brigadier-General  Ltimley  till  the  time  you  rejoined 
the  brigade  at  the  Plaza  ? 

A.  It  was  not  detached;  I  was  with  General  Lumley 
most  of  the  time. 

Q,  Th^  Court  wish  to  know  what  passed  during  the 
time  you  were  absent. 

A.  At  the  time  I  was  ttbse'nt  I  went  to  take  possession 
of  two  gans  which  the  enemy  had  brought  out  of  tho 
Citadel. 
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Q.  The  Court  wish  you  to  state  distinctly  what  passed 
.at  the  time  of  taking  those  two  guns? 

A.  I  ordered,  in  the  first  instance,  a  party  to  charge 
those  two  guns,  having  reported  to  Brigadier-General 
Lumley  that  tliey  must  be  taken.  This  party  not  pro- 
iGSeding  immediately,  was  owing  to  the  Captain  of  grena- 
diers and  one  of  his  subalterns  being  wounded  by  a  dis- 
charge from  one  of  those  guns.  1  do  not  recollect  whe- 
ther it  was  by  General  Luuilcy's  order,  or  not,  but  I  took 
a  small  party  from  the  troops  under  General  Lumley,  and 
went  and  took  those  two  guns,  the  largest  of  which  I 
spiked  myself.  This  'was  close  uiider  the  citadel.  'Jlie 
enemy,  immediately  after  this,  when  their  own  people 
were  out  of  the  way,  and  whom  I  drove  into  the  citadel,  be- 
san  a  very  heavy  fire  of  gi-ape  and  musketry  upon  us. 
Upon  this  I  took  my  men  close  under  where  the  guns 
were  taken,  at  the  back  of  some  houses,  where  they  could 
not  reach  us  from  the  citadel.  After  staying  some  time  in 
that  position,  I  was  ordered  to  bring  off  my  party,  and 
follow  the  36th,  which  we  could  see  from  the  }>osition  I 
was  in  going  along  the  beach.  I  then  joined  Sir  Samuel 
Achmuty's  division,  in  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  agreeable  to 
orders.  1  believe  that  is  all  that  happened  after  I  was 
detached  from  General  Lumley. 

Q.  State  how  the  36th  were  victualled  on  the  4tli  of 
July. 

A.  On  the  4th  we  had  a  great  deal  of  skirmishing  in 
the  suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  were  not  relieved  till 
between  eleven  and  twelve  at  night.  We  did  not  get  to 
our  quaiters  till  between  eleven  and  twelve,  where  we  had 
slept  the  night  before.  The  meat  was  rcady  for  the  men 
in  the  quarters ;  but,  fi"om  having  to  light  their  fires,  and 
-to  cook  it,  it  was  reported  to  me  that  it  was  near  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning  'before  the  men  had  any  thing  to 
eat,  after  which  the  usual  quantity  of  wine  was  served  to 
them. 

Q.  How  were  they  proviijioned  upon  the  5th? 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  after  we  joined  Sir 
Samuel  Achmuty's  division  we  got  meat  in  the  afternoon. 
There  were  bullocks  in  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  which  were 
taken  out  and  killed.     1  am  sure  they  got  meat  there ; 
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and  the  officers  were  served  at  the  same  time  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  5  th. 

Q.  State  the  casualties  of  the  S6th  regiment  upon  the 
5th  of  July. 

A.  From  the  returns  which  we  could  collect  on 
the  5th,  1  think  it  was  two  officers  and  only  24  men 
Hlled ;  the  wounded  I  do  not  recollect.  This  was 
only  what  we  could  collect ^from  report  after  the  busi- 
ness of  the  5th;  but  aften^ards  I  found  out  there  were 
a  ijreat  many  more,  that  it  was  two  Captains  and  60  m6n 
killed  and  died  of  their  wounds,  and  a  subaltern.  Three 
officers  were  killed ;  one  died  of  his  wounds  four  days 
afterwards. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  was  the  number  of  the  enemy 
protecting  the  two  guns  you  charged  ;  and  what  was  the 
strength  of  the  detachment  of  the  36tli  witlf  which  you  ati- 
tacked  them?  ' 

A.  I  cannot  speak  positively,  but  there  might  be  two 
or  three  hundred,  perhaps  300,  of  the  enemy ;  it  is  im- 
possible I  can  speak  accurately.  My  party,  I  suppose, 
toight  have  been  about  50: 1  do  not  think  I  could  have  had 
more. 

JFithdrew. 

Lieutcnant'Colofiel  Alexander  Duff  called  in^  andisrvorn. 

The  third  article  of  charge  read. 

Judge  Advocate, — Q.  Did  you  command  the  right 
wing  of  the  88th  in  the  morning  of  the  attack.^ 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  State  the  operations  of  tliat  wing  during  that  day. 

A.  1  shall  commence  from  tlie  period  of  our  getting 
under  arms  for  the  assault,  and  state  the  operations  of  that 
wing  during  the  whole  of  the  day.  I  think  it  necessary  to 
state  to  the  Court,  that  in  getting  under  arms  I  considered 
my  force  so  weak,  that  I  thought  1  should  not  be  able  to 
complete  the  object  I  was  ordered  to  attain ;  I  therefore 
sent  to  head-quarters,  and  requested  to  have  two  of  the 
companies  out  of  the  three  that  were  there,  in  order  to 
strengthen  me.  To  my  utter  astonishment  those  two 
companies  joined  me,  withmit  flints,  just  as  I  was  moving 
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off.  I  interrogated  Major  Ironmonger,  who  accotnpaaied 
these  companies,  and  directed  him  to  give  me  some  reason 
for  their  appearing  without  flints.  He  intimated  to  me 
that  General  Gower  had  directed  him  to  take  the  flints  out^ 
I  immediately  ordered  Major  Ironmonger  to  get  flints 
from  the  other  companies,  if  they  could  spare  tliem;  but  I 
am  sorry  to  say  the  whole  of  them  did  not  get  flints.  Mfit-» 
jor  Yandeleur,  who  commanded  the  left  wing  of  the  regi- 
ment, reported  to  me  that  bvo  men  actually  fell  in  the 
streets,  after  they  advanced  to  the  attack,  iu  tlie  act  of 
'  putting  in  their  flints.  Perhaps  it  may  be  necessary  to 
say,  that  I  had  so  bad  an  opinion  of  the  attack'in  my  owu 
mind,  that  I  left  the  colours  athcad-quaiters,  fearing  Ihey 
might  be  taken.  According  to  the  spirit  of  the  order 
which  I  received,  I  divided  my  battalion  into  two  wings, 
each  wing  contesting  of  about  225  rank  and  file;  I  think 
that  was  about  the  number.  I  directed  Major  Vandeleur 
to  lead  his  wing  to  the  spot  that  Brigadier-General  Luni'^ 
ley  ordered  me  to  do,  and  to  penetrate  as  near  to  tlio 
principal  defences  of  the  enemy  as  he  possibly  could. 
After  giving  Major  Vandeleur  these  orders,  I  led  iny  own* 
wing^to  a  church  that  I  was  ordered  to  take  possession  of 
by  General  Lumley.  I  met  with  no  opposition  or  firing 
till  I  entered  the  gateway.  Immediately  on  getting  into 
tliis  gateway  the  enemy  commenced  a  tremendous  fire  of 
musketry  from  the  opposite  houses.  Having  lost  nearly 
30  men  in  this  gateway,  and  finding  it  impracticable  to- 
break  the  church  doors  open  with  the  implements  that 
were  given  me,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  leave  the  situation, 
and  penetrate  the  city  further,  in  hopes  of  gaining  a  more 
advantageous  position.  On  leaving  the  gatewiay  of  tlie 
church  we  were  assailed  by  a  continued  fire.  After  leav- 
ing the  gateway,  I  penetrated  the  city  until  I  conceived 
tliat  I  was  near  the  citadel.  Finding  that  I  lost  so  many 
men  in  the  streets,'  four  grenadier  oflicers  being  wounded 
by  me,  the  Major,  the  Adjutant,  the  Assistant  Surgeon, 
killed,  and  having  lost  in  killed  and  wounded,  out  of  my 
small  column,  from  80  to  100  rank  and  file,  I  defiled  to 
my  left,  and  took  possession  of  thi^e  houses,  1  formed 
i^y  mco  on  the  tops  of  two  of  these  houses,  agreeable  to 
^  3f>)rit  of  the  OFd«r  wbidi  I  b^^  jccceiveci.    After  havii^g 
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maintained  this  position  about  four  hours,   finiling  that  I 
lost  a  considerable  number  of  men  upon  the  tops  of  the- 
houses,  two  of  my  officers  being  wounded,  the  enemy  forc- 
ing me  in  all  directions,  and  hearing  no  tire  on  my  left,  I 
naturally  concluded  that  the  left  must  have  retreated,  a«  I 
received  no  support.     After  assembling  the  officers,  and 
taking  their  opinions  on  the  subject,  I  deemed  it  prudent 
to  accept  the  enemy's  terms  to  surrender,  on  the  proviso 
that  they  treated  my  mea  and  officers  as  they  ought  to  do. 
On  being  marched  prisoners  to  the  citadel,  I  rejoiced  to 
find  that  I  had  saved  the  men's  lives,  as  I  found  I  Tvas' 
surrounded  on  all  sides  by  at  least  from  3  to  4000  armed 
people.     On  entering  the  citadel,  I  found  that  Major  Van- 
dcleur  had  been  compelled  to  surrender  about  half  an  hour 
iKjforc  me.     As  far  as  my  recollection  carries  me,  out  of 
this  small  detachment,  for  I  can  hardly  call  it  a  regiment,' 
I  lost  about  2*20  killed  and  wounded,    and   17  officers. 
As  far  as  my  recollection  goes,  I  have  stated  all  the  o[>era- 
tions  of  my  wing :  I  may  have  left  out  something,  but  cer- 
tainly nothing  of  consequence. 

Q.  At  what  hour,  according  to  your  recollection,  did: 
you  surrender? 

A.  About  ten  minutes  before  twelve ;  but,  if  1  say  ft' 
quarter,  it  will  be  more  correct. 

Q.  From  the  period  of  your  marching  to  the  attack  tilt 
the  time  of  your  surrender,  did  you,  or  did  you  not,  rc- 
cfcive  any  orders  from,  or  have  any  communication  with, 
Lieutenant- (iener  a  I  Whitelocke? 

A.  I  did  not;  and,  in  my  own  mind,  it  would  have  beenf 
hardly  possible  for  any  officer  to  have  communicated  with 
me;  the  fire  being  so  tremendous,  I  think  he  might  have 
fell  in  approaching  me.  I  may  be  wrong,  but  it  seems  to 
me  to  have  been  impossible. 

Q.  The  fire  was  behind  you,  as  well  as  in  front. 

A.  As  well  as  in  front.  I  left  the  fire  behind  me.  T 
think  any  officer  approaching  me  would  have  been  shot 
before  he  reached  me ;  I  really  think  so. 

Q.  If  you  had  had  the  means  of  reporting  your  situa- 
tion to  Lieutenarit-General  Whitelocke,  previous  to  your 
surrender,  should  you  have  known,  from  any  orders  yo^' 
had  received,  where  he  was  to  be  found  during  that  day? 
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A.  No ;  but  I  would  have  sent  to  the  Miserere  to  Gene-* 
lal  Whitelocke,  according  to  my  own  ideas, 

Q.  What  is.  your  reason  ? 

A.  I  will  give  this  reason,  Ijf^cause  I  bad  a  company 
left  at  head-quarters. 

Lieut efiant'GencTal  JV/iiielocke, — ft.  Should  you  not 
have  reported,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  head-quarters,  if 
you  pould  not  have  communicated  with  ypur  JJrigadier? 

A,  Certainly  I  should  have  done  so. 

A  Meinber. — Q.  What  had  been  done  with  tiie  flints 
which  had  been  taken  out  of  the  arms  at  head-quarters ; 
were  they  not  put  by  in  tiie  pouches,  or  had  they  no  spaie 
flints? 

A.  I  really  cannot  say  what  they  did  with  the  flints  that 
were  taken  out  of  the  arms.  If  they  had  obeyed  niy  or* 
ders,  they  ought  to  have  had  sparie  flints. 

Q.  Had  they  lost  tiiem.^ 
.   A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Can  you  state  when  the  flints  were  taken  out,  and 
whether  you  know  that  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke 
l)a4  any  knowledge  of  it  ? 

A.  Major  Ironmonger  stated  to  me,  that  when  the 
companies  were  about  to  march  from  head-quarters,  or 
on  their  way  from  head- quarters,  that  General  Gower  ha4 
directed  him  to  take  out  the  flints  of  tlie  two  companies 
under  his  command;  but  I  really  cannot  say  wheUier  it 
was  done  by  the  direction  of  General  Whitelocke.  If  I 
must  give  my  o[)inion,  I  rather  think  not.  I  really  cannot 
say  that  tliey  were  taken  out  by  the  orders  of  General 
Whitelocke. 

Q.  Was  it  on  the  morning  of  the  attack? 

A.  It  was  on  the  morning  of  the  assault. 

Q.  You  have  said  that  you  would  have  reported  of 
course  to  liead-quarters  had  ypu  not  been  able  to  report 
tp  your  own  Brigadier;  do  you  then  suppose  that  when  an 
army  advances  to  action  the  post  of  the  commanding  Ge* 
neral  is  in  the  rear  ot  his  head-quarters  ? 
.  A.  I  will  give  my  opinion,  as  far  as  I  can. 

A  Mtmber. — He  has  said  that  he  would  have  reported 
|p  General  WUiteloc)&e  at  the  Miserere,  if  he  could  not 
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have  had  Gommunication  with  his  Brigadier':  that  is  a  fact; 
we  now  want  his  reason. 

A.  I  have  given  the  reason;  because  I  had  one  com 
pany  posted  there. 

Q.  From  that  you  concluded  it  was  the  originial  iiead 
quarters. 

A.  Yes. 

A  Member, — The  reason  that  he  would  have  reported 
to  the  head-quarters  was,  because  he  had  left  a  company 
posted  there. 

ir'uhdrexv. 


Major  Richard  Vandekur  called  ifiy  and  sworn.     . 

The  third  article  of  the  charge  read. 

Judge  Advocate. — Q.  Did  you  coinniand  the  left  wing 
of  the  88tli  regiment  on  the  day  of  attack  upon  fiuenos 
Ayres? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  State  the  operations  of  that  winp,  from  the  period  of 
your  separation  from  the  right  wing,  till  the  time  you  were 
compelled  to  surrender. 

A.  About  fiye  o'clock  in  the  morninji.  Colonel  Duff  tie- 
sired  me  to  move  with  three  com[)anics,  which  was  near 
one  half  of  the  regiment,  whicli  was  then  present  at  Ge- 
neral Lumley's  house,  wliich  was  about  100  yards  to  the 
left  of  the  regiment,  and  to  report  to  liim  my  arrival,  and, 
the  remainder  of  the  regiment  being  under  arms,  which 
order  I  executed ;  shortly  after  anotlier  company  joined 
me.  General  Luniley,  in  about  half  an  hour  after,  de- 
sired me  to  move  to  the  front  as  far  as  the  advanced 
piquets,  and  there  wait  till  the  signal  gims  fired.  I  asked 
General  Lumley  if  he  had  any  particular  orders  to  give : 
he  asked  me  if  I  had  read  the  detail  that  was  already 
given,  which  was,  that  1  was  to  penetrate  through  the 
street  to  tiie  water  s  edge,  or  as  far  as  I  could,  and  there 
lodge  myself  to  the  best  advantage ;  but  I  was  to  be  par- 
ticular that  I  did  not  allow  any  liring.  I  particularly  re- 
quested Iiim  to  give  me  some  information  reUtive  to  the 
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mode  of  defence  of  tlic  enemy,  or  what  opposition  I  ww 
liable  to  meet :  he  repHcd,  that  he  knew  no  more  tlian  I 
did ;  but  that  it  was  particularly  necessary  I  should,  if  pos- 
sible,  gain  the  bottom  of  the  street. 
Adjourned. 


T\VENTY^SFX05ID  DAY. 

riUDAY,  FEBRUARY  '26,  1«08. 

Judge  Advociiic. — Head  a  letter  rf'ceived  by  Sir  William 
Medows  from  General  Cuylcr,  stating,  that  he  had  been 
indisposed  for  a  fortnight  past,  and  was  now  so  ill  as  to  be 
unable  to  attend.  . 

Brigadier-General  Linnhy  called  in  again. 

Judge  Jidrocate, — I  have  been  informed  by  Brigadier- 
General  Lumlcv,  that  there  is  one  circumstance  in  the 
evidence  he  gave  yesterday  which  is  not  quite  correct;  he 
^>  ishes  now  to  correct  it. 

The  evidence  of  Brigadio^-Gcneral  Lumleyread. 

Brigadier 'General  Lunilei/. — In  that  evidence  I  com- 
mitted an  error,  which,  at  the  time,  I  certainly  was  not 
aware  of;  and  it  is  by  no  means  my  wish  to  make  the  situ- 
ationof  that  brigade  appear  more  distressing  than  it  really 
was.  In  answer  to  a  question  put  to  me,  I  stated  that 
my  brigade  had  been  ahnost  four  days  without  meat.  As 
far  as  relates  to  the  88th  regiment,  I  believe  my  statement 
to  have  been  perfectly  correct.  I  know  also  that,  so  late 
as  eight  or  nine  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  4th,  the  3()th 
regiment  had  had  no  meat  that  day,  any  more  tlian  the 
two  preceding  days,  having  been  detained  at  the  out- 
posts, and  on  other  duties,  for  some  time  after  tlie  36tli 
bad  been  seot  from  thence  to  their  cantonments.    I  was 
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not  aware,  whicli  I  believe  now  to  be  the  case,  tbat  that 
regiment  had  cooked  some  provisions  during  ftie  night 
On  my  arrival  at  the  Iletiro,  I  no  longer  had  any  paiticu- 
lar  brigade,  and  I  was  specially  directed  by  Sir  Samuel 
Achinnty  to  take  tlie  superintendence  and  the  direction  of 
tlic  out-posts,  assisted  by  the  field-officer  of  th^  day,  a  duty 
of  tiie  most  serious  importance,  and  which  required  the 
utmost  vigilance.  Sir  Samuel  himself  gave  directions 
about  provisioning  the  troops  as  far  as  that  was  possible. 

A  Member. — 1  submit  that  this  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  question :  it  was  a  question  with  respect  to  the  general 
state  of  the  army,  and  not  with  regard  to  provisioning  tlie 
army. 

The  witness  withdreav. 

Major  Vaiidekur  called  in. 

Judge  Advocate. — The  Court  will  thank  you  to  proceed 
with  vour  narrative. 

A.  On  the  arrival  of  the  columil  at  the  advanced  piquet, 
I  divided  it  into  sections  of  seven  files  in  the  front,  being 
the  utmost  -space  they  could  occu[w.  After  explaining  . 
the  orders  I  had  received  to  the  oflicers  and  men,  I  di» 
rectcd  Captain  Chisholme  to  take  command  of  the  rear, 
section,  to  act  according  to  circumstances  in  the  streets; 
and  about  half  past  six  o'clock,  one  of  our  dragoons  came 
up  to  me  with  orders  from  General  Lumley  to  immedi- 
ately move  down  that  street,  directly  in  my  front :  I  ac- 
cordingly ordered  the  column  to  advance  into  tlie  town. 
After  1  held  got  a  little  way  down  the  street,  two  of  the 
enemy's  videttes  appeared  in  tiic  front,  and  as  I  advanced 
they  retreated  down  the  street,  occasionally  looking  up,  as 
if  speaking  to  people  on  tlie  tops  of  the  houses.  On  my 
arrival  at)out  one  third,  1  cannot  say  exactly,  the  distance 
down  the  street,  •  a  fire  opened  on  me  from  the  tops  and 
windows  of  the  houses  on  each  side  directly  over  me.  I 
immediately  ordered  the  column  to  advance  in  double 
quick  time,  which  was  immediately  executed,  and  answered 
by  our  men  by  cheering :  as  we  advanced  through  the 
streets  we  were  continually  assailed  from  the  houses  on 
botU  sides  of  the.  street,   with  muskets,  hand-grenades, 
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stink-pots^  brick-bats,  and  all  sorts  of  combustibles.  When 
we  arrived  at  the  last  square  of  houses  in  that  street,  there 
was  a  breast- work  thrown  up  directly  across  the  front, 
made  of  ba^s  of  hides  filled  with  earth :  on  our  ascending 
tliis  breast-work  on  the  opposite  side,  we  descended  into  a 
ditch  of  about  six  feet  deep  and  twelve  wide,  likewise  cut 
across  the  street :  1  hurried  the  men  out  of  it  as  fast  as  I 
could,  the  four  corner  houses  being  occupied  by  the  ene- 
my and  flanked  with  cannon  from  the  grand  square.  On 
my  getting  out  of  tlie  ditch,  I  found  that  the  street  termi- 
nated in  a  descent  to  a  wall,  and  a  small  slope  leading 
down  to  the  flat  of  the  river,  and  in  front  of  the  western 
face  of  the  citadel,  from  wliicli  the  enemy  commenced  a 
firing.  With  the  assistance  of  some  men  with  the  butt- 
ends  of  their  firelocks,  we  with  difficulty  forced  a  large 
door  on  the  right  bottom  corner  house,  and  on  its  being 
opened,  we  entered  into  a  small  square,  in  which  there 
were  four  small  habitations,  consisting  of  one  room  each. 
I  directed  the  house  on  the  opj)Osite  side  also  to  be  broke 
open.  Keing  excessively  galled  witli  tlie  fire,  I  directed 
the  men  to  shelter  themselves  as  well  as  they  could,  and, 
as  an  inducement,  heljl  out  that  tliey  would  soon  be  sup- 
ported. I  endeavoured  to  get  men  on  the  top  of  the  roof 
of  the  first  house  which  we  occupied  on  the  right  of  the 
street;  but  it  being  of  loose  tiles  and  sloping,  with 
a  parapet  wall  built  round  the  top  of  it,  I  found  it 
perfectly  inipossible,  as  the  other  side  of  the  parapet  was 
occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  that  every  man  who  attempt- 
ed was  instantly  knocked  down.  Some  of  our  men  occu- 
pied  the  opposite  house  on  the  left  of  the  street  going 
down  :  it  being  higher  than  that  which  I  occupied,  was 
exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  citadel,  which  soon  obliged 
them  to  leave  the  top  of  it.  I'hey  brought  a  field  piece 
down  to  the  ditch  from  the  grand  square,  which  was  fired 
at  that  house;  and  some  ot  our  men,  who  lay  concealed  in 
the  ditch,  firing  at  them,  they  immediately  abandoned  it, 
but  soon  returned  and  loaded  and  fired  again,  our  men  re- 
turninj[^  the  fire.  I'lie  enemv  aMin  retreated,  and  I  was 
informed  by  Captain  Chisholme,  who  was  in  the  ditch, 
that  they  let't  three  killed.  The  houses  which  I  occupied 
on  tlio  right  of  the  street,  the  back  of  two  of  tliem  being 
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entirely  knocked  down  by  the  enemy,  I  was  obliged  to 
move  all  the  wounded  and  other  men  into  one  place. 
After  maintaining  this  position  till  about  a  quarter  after 
eleven  o'clock,  I  consulted  witli  the  officers  what  could 
be  done,  as  there  was  no  appearance  of  any  of  our 
own  forces,  nor  could  we  hear  any  firing  but  what 
was  directed  to  ourselves.  Having  so  few  men  left,  and  a 
retreat  appearing  entirely  impossible,  or  even  if  it  was,  so 
Qiany  officers  and  men  which  laid  about  wounded,  it 
would  be  a  breach  of  humanity;  we  tlierefore  agreed 
to  enter  into  a  parley  witli  the  enemy,  on  which  I  direct- 
ed a  white  handkerchief  to  be  held  up.  Immediately  a 
Spanish  officer  jumped  up  from  behind  the  wall  at  the  top 
of  the  house,  and  being  interpreted  by  Captain  Carrol, 
that  we  were  willing  to  surrender  on  terms ;  he  immedi- 
ately asked  what  terms;  on  which  I  replied,  we  only  re- 
quired quarter  and  care  of  the  wounded.  He  immedi- 
ately put  his  hand  to  his  breast,  and  replied  that  diey  were 
Spaniards,  and  always  treated  their  prisoners  with  hu- 
manity ;  on  which  terms  I  agreed,  and  resigned  my  sword ; 
when  the  Spanish  officer  gave  a  shout,  and  an  immense 
number  of  the  enemy  immediately  jumped  upon  the  top 
of  tiie  house  over  tiie  wall,  who  lay  concealed,  and  received 
the  arms  of  the  rnen  ;  after  which  they  conducted  the  of- 
ficers into  the  citadel,  and  the  men  to  tlie  separate 
prisons. 

The  zcUness  withdrew.    • 

Brigadier-General  Craufurd  called  in. 

Judge  Advocate. — Will  you  continue  your  narrative 
from  the  period  at  which  it  was  broken  off;  namely, 
at  the  close  of  tlie  4th  of  July,  till  the  signature  of  the 
treatv. 

A.  In  the  written  disposition  which  I  received  for  the 
attack  of  tlie  town,  it  was  directed  that  my  brigade  should 
enter  it  on  our  right  of  the  centre,  in  two  columns,  the  left 
column  to  consist  of  five  companies  of  the  light  battalion, 
and  four  of  the  95th,  making  about  600  rank  and  file,  and 
the  right  column  of  four  of  the  light  battalion  and  four 
of  the  95th,  making  about  540  rank  and  file,  the  left  co- 
lumn to  receive  its  orders  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack, 
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and  the  riglit  from  myself.  We  were  directed  to  penetrate^ 
if  possible,  quite  down  to  the  river,  and  there  to  occupy  any 
of  the  high  buildings,  as  near  as  possible  to  the  market- 
place. Tlie  brigade  being  formed  early  in  the  morning  on 
the  two  roads  which  had  been  pointed  out  for  tlie  columns 
to  enter  upon,  I  began  to  advance  with  that  under  my 
orders  as  soon  as  the  signal  guns  were  fired  in  the  centre. 
The  enemy,  as  it  had  been  reported  at  head-quarters  on  the 
4th,  had  concentred  their  principal  force  in  a  position 
forming  a  square,  having  within  it  the  market-place,  and 
the  fort  in  the  middle  of  its  eastern  face;  and  as  we  entered 
the  town  on  our  right  of  this  position,  the  left  column  of 
my  brigade  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack,  was  of  course 
the  nearest  to  the  south  face  of  tlie  enemy'*  position,  and* 
came  first  into  action.  I  with  the  right  columfn  passed  quHe 
through  the  town,  and  arrived  with  tlie  head  of  it  on  the' 
beach,  without  meeting  with  any  obstacle  or  seeing  any 
thing  but  small  straggling  parties  of  the  enemy.  When  I 
arrived  on  tlie  bcacli  I  saiw  the  south-east  bastionl  of  the 
fort  at  the  distance  of  abo^it  450  yards  from  me,  as  nearly* 
as  I  can  judge ;  and  being  of  opinion  that  by  remainkig 
where  I  then  was,  1  should  not  have  fulfilled  the  object  erf 
the  disposition,  I  determined  to  advance  upon  the  tort.  I 
knew  that  the  45th  regiment  was  directed  by  the  written 
disposition  to  enter  the  town  by  the  two  streets  immedJ-* 
ately  on  my  right:  the  regiment  was  not  placed  under  my 
orders,  the  disposition  did  not  state  that  it  was  to  go  to 
the  llcsidentia,  nor  had  I  been  informed  that  Colonel 
Guard  had  received  any  verbal  order  to  that  effect.  I  sup- 
posed, thei'eforc,  that  the  45th  was  at  that  time  close  upon 
Hiy  right ;  and  at  the  time  I  determined  to  advance  along 
the  beach  towards  the  foit,  I  sent  my  Brigade-Major 
Campbell  to  order  Lieutenant-Colonel  Guard  to  advance 
in  tlie  same  direction  with  the  45th  regiment,  by  the  street 
that  is  nearest  and  parallel  to  the  beach.  I  had  not  gone 
far  before  I  met  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack,  who  had  al- 
ready made  a  very  vigorous,  but  unsuccessfial  attempt  to 
penetrate  through  tlie  enemy's  principal  position.  From 
what  Colonel  Pack  had  seen,  and  his  general  knowledge 
of  the  town,  he  was  hiduced  to  urge  me  to  go  to  the  Rei^i- 
dentia,  which  is  on  the  extreme  skirt  on  the  south  side  of 
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the  town.  This  was  between  seven  and  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning;  and  although  1  had  the  greatest  possible  confi* 
dence  in  Colonel  Pack's  quaHties  as  an  officer,  yet  I  did 
not  think  that  I  should  have  been  justified  in  ret)*eating  at 
this  early  hour  to  the  Residentia,  which  I  certainly  at  that 
time  might  have  effected  without  any  Joss  or  difficulty 
whatsoever :  this  conversation  passed  close  to  the  convent 
of  St.  Domingo.  I  asked  Colonel  Pack  whether  this  was 
not  the  convent  of  St.  Domingo ;  and  upon  his  informing 
inc  it  was,  I  told  him  that  that  was  one  of  the  posts  1 
had  always  considered  it  to  be  intended  for  me  to  occupy, 
tiiat  I  should  therefore  take  possession  of  it  in  the  mean 
time,  in  the  hope  that  the  success  of  some  otlier  attack 
nii^it  enable  me  to  advance  still  further ;  and  in  my  opi- 
nion of  tiie  propriety  of  so  doing  I  was  confirmed  by  that  of 
tlie  tFuly  brave  Major  Trotter;  and  I  little  thought  when 
I  tj)us  to  the  best  of  my  judgement  obeyed  the  oitlers  I 
received,  that  I  should  have  been  abandoned  without  an  ef- 
fort of  any  sort,  being  made  to  communicate  with  me.  I  had 
lieen  directed  to  take  certain  posts,  and  there  to  wait  for 
further  orders;  and  this  was  one  of  those  posts.  At  this 
time  I  was  joined  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Guard  with  tiie 
grenadier  company  of  the  45th  regiment.  Almost  imme-* 
diatcly  after  we  had  taken  possession  of  this  building, 
whicli  was  very  close  to  the  enemy's  main  position,  a  con- 
siderable tire  was  directed  from  the  surrounding  houses, 
airuinst  all  tliose  parts  of  it  from  which  we  could  annoy 
tlie  enemy;  andtlie  roofofit  not  being  flat,  it  consequently 
was  ngt  so  advantageous  as  the  buildings  of  the  town  in 
general  arc.  Until  near  12  o'clock  I  had  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  any  considerable  disaster  had  befallen  any 
part  of  our  army;  and  when,  about  this  time,  a  Spanish  of- 
ficer with  a  flag  of  truce  approached  the  convent,  I  flat- 
tered myself  that  the  other  columns  having  established 
tliemsclves  as  near  to  the  enemy's  position  as  I  had  done, 
General  Liniers  was  disposed  to  capitulate,  and  that  it 
was  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  some  such  intention 
to  tlie  Commander  in  Chief,  tliat  he  had  sent  this  officer  to- 
me. Wlien  he  came  into  the  court  of  tlie  convent,  he  in- 
tbrnied  me  that  the  88th  regiment  and  son)e  other  corps 
which  he  did  not  name,  wa^  taken  prisoners,  that  all  our 
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attacks  had  failed,  and  that  he  was  diarged  by  General 
Liniers  to  summon  me  to  surrender;  which  I  perempto- 
tily  rejected,  and  tlie  officer  went  away  without  any  further 
conversation  passing.  1  he  circumstance  that  I  liave  just 
related,  as  well  as  diat  of  my  having  been  at  this  time  up- 
wards of  four  hours  at  this  post  without  any  one  coming 
near  me,  made  me  tlnnk  that  it  was  a  situation  in  which 
it  was  not  advisable  to  remain ;  and  I  determined  to  take 
the  first  favourable  opportunity  of  extricating  myself  from 
it ;  conceiving  that  tlie  best  opportunity  would  be  that  when 
the  enemy  should  approach  in  considerable  numbers  in 
the  streets,  as  we  by  mixing  witli  them  might  in  that  case 
render  less  effectual  tlie  fire  from  the  surrounding  houses, 
wliich  by  diis  time  were  all  completely  occupied.  Be- 
tween 1 2  and  1  o  clock,  a  considerable  column  came  into  the 
street  on  the  west  side  of  the  convent,  apparently  with  an 
intention  of  taking  a  three-pounder  which  was  in  the  street^ 
and  w  hich,  from  the  narrowness  of  tlie  entrance,  we  had 
not  been  able  to  bring  in.  I  immediately  ordered  all  the 
ri6e  corps  to  come  down  from  die  difierent  situations  in 
wbich  they  were  placed  on  the  up})er  parts  of  the  building, 
and  likewise  took  down  the  colours  of  the  71st  regiment, 
which  having  found  in  tlie  church  on  our  entrance,  we  bad 
displayed  on  the  top  df  it ;  and  whilst  I  was  preparing  for 
evacuating  the  post,  the  enemy  being  on  the  point  of  seiz- 
ing the  gun,  were  attacked  w  ith  very  great  bravery  by  the 
grenadier  company  of  the  4oth  regiment  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Guard,  and  a  small  party  of  light  infantry  with 
Alajor  Trotter  at  their  head.  The  enemy  in  the. street 
gave  way,  but  the  fire  from  the  hou>cs  close  to  the  c6nvent 
was  such,  that  about  40  men  of  the  45th,  w  ho  led  the  at- 
tack, were  killed  or  wounded  in  the  space  of  two  or  three 
minutes;  Major  Trotter  was  also  killed;  and  seeing  tliat 
it  was  impossible  for  them  to  do  any  thing,  1  ordered  tlie 
remainder  to  retuiTi  into  the  convent,  and  ordered  tlie 
riflemen  to  resume  their  posts,  w  hich  they  accordingly  did  : 
we  continued  to  defend  till  about  half  after  tliree  o'clock. 
After  the  attempt  to  evacuate'  it  which  I  have  first  de- 
scribed, I  was  fully  convinced  that  we  were  unable  to  ex- 
tricate ourselves  by  our  own  exertion,  and,  as  not  long 
after  tliis  it  appeared  that  the  filing  had  ceased  in  all  otlier 


385 

parts,  and  none  of  our  own  troops  came  near  us,  I  concluded, 
of  course,  that  the  attack  had  generally  failed.  About  half 
after  three  o'clock,  I  assembled  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack, 
lieutenant-Colonel  Guard,  and  Major  M'Leod,  who 
commanded  the  detachment  of  the  rifle  corps :  I  told  them, 
that  in  my  opinion  a  retreat  was  utterly  impossible;  that 
it  was  completely  in  the  enemy's  power  to  annihilate  the 
remainder  of  the  brigade,  we  being  then  with  about  600 
men  in  the  very  heart  of  the  town ;  out  of  which  it  was 
clear  to  me  that  all  the  rest  of  the  army  had  been  obliged 
to  retreat.  In  these  circumstanoes,  Imving  waited  eight 
hours,  in  a  post  which  I  had  been  ordered  to  occupy,  in 
expectation  of  those  orders  which  I  had  been  tau^t  to 
expect  I  should  receive,  I  did  not  think  that  the  sacrifice 
of  those  who  remained  was  necessary,  either  for  the  honour 
of  his  Majesty's  arms,  or  could  be  of  any  advantage ;  but 
I  added  that,  although  I  should  feel  myself  justified  in 
acting  upon  my  own  opinion  only,  yet  I  should  do  nothing 
with  a  view  to  putting  an  end  to  the  action,  unless  I  had 
the  entire  concun'ence  and  sanction  of  those  field  officers 
whom  I  have  named ;  they  being  the  only  ones  in  the  con- 
vent who  acted  as  sucii :  there  was  a  Brevet-Major,  whom 
I  did  not  consult.  After  mature  deliberation,  lieutenant- 
Colonel  Pack  and  Lieutenant-Colpnel  Guard  did,  posi- 
tively and  unequivocally,  give  it  as  their  opinion,  in  con- 
currence with  mine,  that  our  situation  was  such  as  fully 
Justified  me,  and  made  it  advisable,  that  I  should  hold  out  a 
flag  of  truce,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  thcaction, 
upon  the  best  terms  I  could  obtain.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Holland,  who  was  on  the  staft'  of  the  army,  and  was  pre- 
sent at  this  conversation,  was  not  consulted  by  me.  If  it 
is  necessary  to  state  the  reason  particularly,  it  was  be^ 
cause  he  is  my  brother-in-law.  Major  M'Leod,  of  the 
95th,  when  I  first  asked  his  opinion,  appeared  to  hesitate, 
from  which  I  thought  lie  was  possibly  of  opinion,  that  we 
could  extricate  ourselves.  I  suppose  the  Court  will  con- 
sider it  essential  to  establish  the  necessity  of  the  sur-- 
i;ender,  and  to  inquire  whether  the  field  officers  were 
unanimous.  I  trust,  therefore,  the  Court  will  call  Major 
M*Leod,  as  1  have  heard  something  said  upon  tho  sul>» 
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ject ;  and  if  it  is  not  entered  into  fully  here,  it  will  be  in 
anotlier  place. 

TIte  Court  desired  Brigadier-General  Cratifurd  to  proceed. 

I  then  said,  Major  M'Leod,  if  you  think  that  we  can  get 
out  of  this  place,  although  I  do  not  think  so,  I  will  at  this 
liioment  place  myself  with  you  at  the  head  of  the  column, 
and  we  will  be  tlie  first  to  lead  it  out.  Major  M^Leod  did 
not  accept  this  proposition,  which  was  repeatedly  made 
to  him,  nor  did  he  giv«  the  slightest  liint  that  he  thought 
we  could,  but  did  concur  in  opinion  with  the  other  field 
officers.  A  flag  of  truce  was,  in  consequence,  held  out ; 
but  as  the  enemy,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  had  several 
times  approached  with  flags  of  truce,  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enticing  us  out,  and  then  fired  upon  us;  our 
people,  naturally,  aflerthis,  fired  upon  their  flags  of  truce, 
80  that  it  was  a  considerable  time  after  we  displayed  it,  tor 
the  purpose  I  mentioned,  before  they  took  any  notice  of  it. 
At  length,  an  officer  came,  with  whom  I  had  a  conversa- 
tion, in  the  presence  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack,  and  I 
believe  Lieutenant-Colonel  Guard;  and  finding  that  no 
other  terms  could  be  obtained,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
surrender  the  remainder  of  my  brigade  as  prisoners  of 
war. 

It  may  be  essential  to  state  more  particularly  the  num- 
bers of  my  brigade.  The  number  which  surrendered,  I 
believe  to  have  been  about  600  rank  and  file.  Every  di- 
vision on  entering  the  town  consisted  of  about  540  ;  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Guard  brought  with  him  somewhere  alK)ut 
100;  and  the  number  of  Colonel  Pack's  division  which 
joined  me,  was,  I  think,  about  70,  from  tlie  best  infonna* 
tion  I  could  get  from  the  lirigade-Major,  The  number 
killed  and  wounded,  I  cannot  exactly  state ;  but,  of  the 
latter,  I  believe  we  left  nearly  100  on  tlie  floor  of  tl\c  con- 
vent, being  so  severely  wounded  as  to  be  unable  to  come 
out  To  save  time,  1  will  merely  ask  tlie  Court,  w lutlier 
they  think  it  necessary  I  should  state  a  conversation  which 
I  had  with  General  Liniers,  after  I  came  into  his  house, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  convention  ? 
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Judge  Advocate. — If  it  was  communicated  to  Lieute- 
nant-General  Whitelocke  previous  to  the  treaty,  then 
Brigadier-General  Craufurd  may  state  it ;  but  if  he  has  no 
means  of  knowing  that  it  reached  the  ears  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Whitelocke,  it  is  no  evidence  applicable  to  these 
charges. 

Bri^adier-General  Craufurd,^--!  do  not  know  that  it 
did.  Liniers  told  me  what  he  was  going  to  propose. 
1  told  him,  I  tliought  it  would  not  be  accepted.  1  do  not 
know  that  General  Wliitelocke  knew  of  it.  There  is 
another  thing  which  may  be  thought  fit  to  be  inquired  into, 
in  order  to  prove  that  nothing  which  was  said  to  General 
Gower,  befoi^e  entering  into  the  treaty,  with  respect  to  the 
situation  of  the  prisoners,  by  me  at  least,  could  possibly 
be  the  motive  of  its  being  ^entered  into.    • 

Judge  Advocate. — I  think  that  which  passed  between 
Brigadier-General  Craufurd  and  Major-General  Gower, 
is  evidence,  under  these  circumstances.  It  passed  in 
consequence  of  Major-General  Gower  going  into  the 
town  with  a  flag  of  truce,  to  negociate  a  treaty,  under 
the  express  order  of  Lieu  tenant-General  Whitelocke :  he 
was,  therefore,  acting  for  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke, 
and  it  is  impossible  not  to  be  convinced,  that  whatever 
conversation  passed  between  Brigadier-General  Craufurd 
and  Major-General  Gower,  must  have  been  reported  to 
Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  upon  the  subject  of  that 
treaty:  but  if  tlie  Court  has  any  doubt  upon  it,  it  ^nll  be 
easy  to  call  Major-General  Gower,  to  say,  whether  it  was 
communicated  to  Lieutenant-General  \V  liitelocke  or  not. 
But  it  appears  that  he  was  the  express  agent  of  General 
Whitelocke ;  therefore,  I  take  it,  any  conversation  between 
^rigadier-General  Craufurd  and  Major-General  Gower,  is 
admissible  on  that  ground. 

Brigadier 4jreneral  Craufurd. — After  we  surrendered, 
we  were  taken  into  the  fort.  On  the  afternoon  of  the 
6tli,  Major-General  Gower  came  into  General  Liniers' 
house,  where  I  then  was :  he  came  into  the  room  where 
we  were  dining  with  General  Liniers,  and  in  which  I  had 
no  opportunity  of  saying  a  word,  but  what  was  heard  by 
idl  those  at  the  table ;  nor  did  I  there  say  any  tiling  to 
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him  of  the  smallest  consequence.     He  afterwards  ^ent 
with  General  Liniers  to  his  own  apartment,  and  before  they 
entered  upon  business,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  take  the 
Major-General  aside,  to  tell  him  privately  that  from  whar 
I  had  observed,   I  was  quite  convinced  that,  if  the  anny 
attacked  again  in  the  same  way  they  had  done  on  the 
5th,  they  would  be  completely  defeated.     Not  another 
word  passed  betv^-een  us  until  some  hours  after  this,  when 
Major-General  Gower  sent  for  me  to  come  to  him  into 
Dniers'  room ;  and  when  I  came  there,  a  paper,  which 
certainly  contained  the  articles  of  convention,  was  lying 
upon  the  table,  and  persons  were  employed  in  copying  it. 
I  state  this,  to  show  that  this  was  done  before  a  single  word 
was  said  about  the  prisoners.     There  was  something  said 
afterwards,  which  1  am  about  -to  state.     The  Major-Ge- 
neral told  me,  tiiat  General  Liniers  was  receiving  frequent 
reports  of  great  cruelties  committed  by  our  soldiers,  which 
kept  their  people  in  a  state  of  great  irritation^  and  which 
might  produce  serious  consequences  to  the  prisoners  in 
their  power.    To  which  I  replied,  that  I  believed,  and  I 
now  believe,  that  so  long  as  that  irritation  was  kept  up  by 
such  reports,  tliere  was  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  pri- 
soners were  not  safe.     There  is  nothing  furtlicr  of  any  con- 
sequence.    The  Major-General  ordered  me  to  go  with 
Major  Ellio,  with  a  written  order  upon  this  subject.     I 
said  that  my  situation  made  it  not  proper  for  me  to  go  ; 
but  if  he  desired  it,  I  would.     I  did  so,  and  as  we  went 
along,  there  was  a  conversation,  in  which  one  of  the  peo- 
ple proposed  to  put  me  to  death.     I  believe  I  stated  be- 
fore, that  as  long  as  the  irritation  was  kept  up,  there  wa«s 
danger  of  the  prisoners  being  put  to  death.     And  then 
IMiajor-General  Gower  wrote  an  order  ui)on  the  subject, 
and  asked  me  if  I  would  accompany  the  Spanish  (Jenei-al 
EUio  to  tlie  llesidcntia,  in  order  to  deliver  the  order  to  the 
officer  commanding  there;  which  I  did.     1  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  necessary  to  mention  any  of  the  circumstances 
which  induced  me  to  believe,  that  tliat  danger  did  exi.^t  ; 
tlicrc  was  one  particularly,  which  was,  that  while  wc  wore 
ill  dinner,  at  Liniers'  table,  there  cdme  a  great  mob  to  tlic 
h('U?e,  an/l    w«ul(:d  to  take  C'Dloncl  Pack  to  massacre 
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him ;  and  ^liilc  I  wa<s  going  to  the  Residentia,  I  knew 
Spanish  enough  to  understand  what  they  said, — we  were 
crossing  a  ditch,  and  the  people  said,  "  That  is  a  flag  of" 
*'  truce;  the  laws  of  war  are  equal:**  and  a  soldier  took  up 
a  firelock,  and  presented  it  at  me.  I  believe  that  the 
people  were  in  such  a  state  of  irritation,  that  they  would 
have  fired  into  the  house  if  our  officers  had  shown  them- 
selves. Several  circumstances  induced  me  to  believe,  and 
I  do  now  in  my  conscience  believe,  that  tliat  danger  did 
exist. 

A  Member. — ^That  must  betaken  down. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  shall  riot  object  to  any  part  of  the 
evidence  which  has  been  given ;  but  I  think  it  necessary  to 
state,  that  1  consider  all  that  has  now  been  said  as  irrele- 
vant to  these  charges,  and  that  General  Whitelocke  cannot 
defend  himself  upon  the  ground  of  that  danger.  I  shall 
not,  however,  object  to  any  evidence  which  tlie  Court  may 
think  proper  to  receive ;  but,  having  a  decided  opinion  upon 
this  point,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  any,  whether  it 
shall  be  directed  to  be  taken  down  upon  the  minutes,  hav- 
ing, as  I  before  stated,  an  opinion  that  it  is  irrelevant.  I 
have  no  diffidiUty  in  saying,  that  if  they  think  this  danger, 
if  it  should  l>e  inade  out,  is  a  defence  to  General  White- 
locke for  entering  into  the  treaty,  then  the  facts  stated  by 
Brigatiier-General  Craufurd  are  iniportant,  and  then  ought 
to  be  taken  down. 

■  yi  Member. — It  may  not  have  that  effect;  but  shpqld  it 
not  be  taken  down,  that  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  would 
have  that  effett.  - 

* 

The  last  part  of  the  'ecide?ice  nad. 

.  Rrigadier^General  Craufurd . — I  beg  leave  to  add,  that 
I  am  convinced  that  the  Spanish  ofiicers  had  sufficient 
command  over  their  troops  to  prevent  the  slightest  risk  of 
that  happening,  if  the  cause  had  been  removed,  and  the 
men  removed  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  town* 
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Here  General  IVhiUlocke  delivered  in  a  paper ^  ftaiing  that 
the  danger  woidd  form  part  of  defence^  and  reqttesting 
that  the  evidence  might  re^nam  upon  the  mnutes. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  have  only  to  say,  I  shall  not  ob- 
ject to  the  evidence  remaining  upon  the  minutes ;  but  I  am 
bound  to  make  this  protest  against  admitting  it,  lest  it 
should  seem  as  if  I  considered  it  relevant,  which  I  do 
not. 

A  Member. — I  see  no  reason  to  erase  any  thing  that  is 
down ;  nor  do  I  see  any  reason  to  add  to  it. 

Brigadier-Gcneral  Craufurd. — I  wish  it  to  be  under- 
stood, that  my  opinion  is,  that  no  danger  would  have  ex- 
isted in  the  slightest  degree,  if  the  cause  had  been  re- 
moved. 

Here  the  evidence  of  Brigadier-General  Cratifurd  u^as 

read. 

Brigadier-Genej^al  Crai^urd. — I  beg  to  explain,  a^  the 
written  disposition  will  be  laid  before  the  Court,  tiiat  the 

Particular  division  of  my  brigade  is  detailed  in  it,  and  that 
received  another;  which  of  course  cancelled  the  first, 
where  they  differed,  and  the  part  respecting  the  high 
buildings  was  likewise  contained  in  the  first  order  I  re- 
ceived. I  am  quite  sure  that  the  Court  will  not  think 
there  is  any  thing  disrespectful  in  my  observation  respect- 
ing Colonel  Pack,  for  there  is  no  officer  in  the  army  that  I 
esteem  more  highly,  though  it  may  appear  otherwise,  be- 
cause I  did  not  take  his  advice.  ^Vith  regard  to  the  gun 
not  being  takea  into  the  gonvent,  the  Court  will  infer  from 
what  I  said,  that  it  has  a  narrow  door ;  that  which  we 
entered  at  was,  not  admitting  more  than  two  men  abreast ; 
but  the  other  side  of  the  whole  building  consisted  of  a  num- 
ber of  doors  for  their  ceremonies,  but  which  we  could  not 
think  of  opening.  I  have  no  doubt  tlie  otiier  officers  will 
agree  with  me,  that  the  only  consequence  of  leading  the 
column  out  of  the  convent  would  have  been,  that  tlie  first 
40  or  50  men  would  have  been  killed,  and  the  remainder 
would  have  surrendered.  In  another  part  of  my  evi- 
dence,  I  have  stated,  that  after  the  attempt  which  we 
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made  to  evacuate  the  convent,  the  firing  Iiad  ceased.  As 
a  proof  that  it  had,  I  hoj^e  I  may  be  allowed  to  state,  that 
I  saw  a  report  made  at  the  time  by  General  Lumley,  in 
which  he  states  that  he  joined  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  at  the 
Tauros  about  two  o'clock.  This  report  being  written  th? 
day  after,  it  is  natural  that  he  should  remember  hours  and 
dates  better  then  than  now.  I  do  not  know  what  he  has 
stated,  but  tliis  being  an  official  report,  if  tlie  Court  has 
any  doubt  about  whether  the  firing  had  ceased,  they  cap 
refer  to  it  So  that  about  two  o'clock  every  man  who  had 
entered  the  tou^  was  taken  prisoner,  or  obliged  to  evacu- 
ate it  I  called  together  tlie  commanding  officers  of  corps 
to  consult  them.  Colonel  Holland  I  did  not  consult ;  and 
there  was  a  Brevet-Major  whom  I  did  not  consult,  be- 
cause he  was  only  a  Captain.  The  Adjutant-General  sug- 
gests that  which  I  think  proper  to  state,  which  is,  that  what 

said  relative  to  Colonel  Holland,  may  remain  upon  tlie 
muiutes;  he  being  my  brother-in-law,  I  out  of  delicacy  did 
not  choose  to  ask  him  for  an  opinion,  which  I  might  here- 
after have  occasion  to  make  use* of  in  my  own  justifica- 
tion. I  wish  to  state  again  that  I  consulted .  only  the 
commanding  officers  of  corps. 

Judge  Advocate. — You  stated  that  you  reached  th^ 
beach  on  the  morning  of  tlie  5th,  without  meeting  with 
any  obstacle ;  do  you  think  that  the  co-operation  of  the 
navy,  at  that  time,  would  have  been  of  considerable  avail 
in  securing  tlie  success  of  tlie  attack  ? 

A.  That  must  have  depended  upon  the  depth  of  water. 
What  I  mean  to  say  is,  I  do  not  know  whether  the  ships 
could  have  approached  nfiar  enough. 

Q.  Whetlier,  if  they  could  have  approached  near  enough, 
they  would  have  l>een  of  considerable  use. 

A.  Undoubtedly :  if  the  ships,  of  war  could  have  ap- 
proached near  enough  to  fire  with  effect,  their  co-opera-^ 
tion  undoubtedly  would  have  been  of  very  great  use. 

Q.  I  do  not  confine  myself  to  ships  of  war  only,  but  to 
any  gun-boats  or  gun-brigs. 

A.  If  the  gun-brigs,  or  any  considerable  number  of  gun-, 
boats,  could  have  approached  near  enough  to  have  fired 
with  effect,  their  co-operation  undoubtedly  would  have 
been  very  useful. 
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Q.  Did  any  gun*boats  approach  the  town  after  yoa 
were  taken  prisoner;  and,  if  they  did,  what  effect  had 
their  fire  on  the  town  ? 

A.  Two  QT  three  gun-boats  did  fire  upon  the  town  on 
the  morning  of  the  6th ;  some  of  the  shot  struck  Liniers' 
bouse  in  which  I  was ;  but,  of  course,  the  firing  of  so 
small  a  number  could  qot  be  sufiiciently  considerable  to 
produce  any  material  effect. 

Q.  Was  the  co-operation  of  the  fleet  ever  required,  or 
did  it  enter  at  all  into  the  plan  of  attack  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  required ;  it  certainly 
did  not  enter  into  any  plan  that  was  ever  communicated 
to  me. 

Q.  Should  you  have  adopted  the  measures  you  did, 
had  you  known  that  the  Rcsidentia  was  the  specific  object 
of  tlie  attack  of  the  45th  regiment? 

A.  I  should  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  occupy  the  post 
which  I  did  occupy;  but,  as  in  advancing  tlii'ough  tlie 
town  it  was  clear  that  the  Rcsidentia  had  no  connexion 
whatever  with  the  enemy's  position,  I  siiould  have  taken 
upon  myself  to  prevent  the  4oth  going  there,  if'  I  had 
known  they  were  about  doing  so. 

Q.  Had  you  any  guns,  beside  the  3-pounder  which  you 
have  mentioned,  attached  to  your  column  ? 

A.  Attached  to  my  column,  noqe ;  but  there  was  an- 
other 3-pounder  attached  to  Lieutcuant-Colonel  Packs 
column. 

Q.  That  was  the  only  gun. 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Would  not  the  operation^  of  the  troops  under  your 
commjind  have  been  materially  aided  by  artillery  r 

A.  I  do  not  think  tliat  field-pieces  taken  into  Uie  middle 
of  tlie  town,  in  tlie  manner  in  which  we  advanced  into  it, 
would  have  occasioned  any  great  difference  in  the  result 
of  our  attack.  I  mean  to  state,  that  I  am  of  opinion  that 
cannon's  aid  in  a  different  way  would  have  b^en  useful. 
I  only  mean  that  going  into  the  town  in  little  columns  iii 
that  way,  it  would  not*  have  made  much  difference.  Those 
which  we  had  were.pf  no  use  to.  us,  because  there  was  such 
a  firing  that  the  men  coulcl  not  stancj  by  them :  tlie  men 
and  horses  of  one  wfere  all  killed.  ' 
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•  Q.  From  what  you  saw  of  the  stren!9(th  and  means  of 
the  enemy  upon  the  5tli,  are  you  of  opinion  that  the  nece5»^ 
«ity  of  your  surrender  would  have  been  prevented,  had  you 
received  support  from  the  reserve  under  tlie  immediate 
command  of  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  or  from  tb^ 
force  under  Colonel  ]Mahon,  which,  from  your  knowled;^ 
cf  the  strengtli  of  those  corps,  either  of  them  was  able  to 
have  given  you  had  it  been  so  applied  ? 

A.  The  central  reserve  consisted,  I  understand,  of 
above  1000  rank  and  file;  if  a  part  of  thl?  reserve  had 
marched  round  the  town  to  tlie  Residentia,  as  from  what 
I  saw  I  am  convinced  they  might  have  done  without  any 
difficulty,  and  had  they  advanced  from  thence  with  the 
45th  regiment,  which  appeared  to  us  not  to  be  at  all  en- 
gaged, 1  have  not  the  smallest  doubt  that  they  would  have 
extricated  us  from  the  situation  in  which  we  were.  I  say, 
appeared  to  us,  because  we  could  see  tiie  llcsidentia  from 
the  top  of  the  building. 

Q.  ;My  question  applies  likewise  to  the  corps  under 
Colonel  Mahon. 

A.  If  Colonel  Mahon's  corps  liad  been  in  addition  to 
the  reijerve,  it  would  have  been  stronger.  I  do  not  know 
where  Colonel  Mahon  s  corps  was ;  but  if  it  was  near 
enough  to  be  employed  for  this  purpose,  of  course  it 
would  have  rendered  tlie  operation  still  more  easy. 

Q.  At  wliat  hour  in  the  day  did  the  advantages  obtained 
by  the  enemy  appear  to  you  so  decisive  as  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  your  being  supported,  or  extricated  from  tJie 
situation  in  which  3'ou  were,  by  any  co-operation  witi)  sucli 
parts  of  the  British  force  as  had  not  been  engaged  in  the 
action  ? 

A  Alanhcr, — Is  not  that  begging  the  question  ? 

Jiic/o'e  Advocate. — I  infer  that  at  the  time  he  surren- 
dered  he  thought  all  possibility  of  receiving  support,  or 
being  relieved,  was  over. 

A  Member, — He  has  stated  that  having  waited  eii:ht 
Lours,  and  hearing  nothing,  and  receiving  no  onlcs,  he  felt 
he  could  not  extricate  iiimself,  and  therefore  lie  found 
himself,  as  well  as  the  olVicers  under  liim,  compelled  to 
surrender.  He  has  never  stated  that  at  any  pcrijd  it  wiis 
impossible  to  extricate  him ;  on  tlic  contrary,  his  answer 
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to  the  last  question  stated  that  in  his  opinion  he  could  have 
been  extricated.  In  giving  his  reasons  for  surrendering 
he  stated  fully  he  did  not  surrender  because  he  was  in  a 
situation  in  which  he  could  not  be  relieved,  but  in  a  situa* 
lion  from  which  he  did  not  see  any  probability  of  being  ex* 
tiicated.        « 

Judge  Advocate. — All  I  want  to  ascertain  is,  what 
Brigadier-General  Craufurd  means  by  that  part  of  his  nar* 
rative ;  if  he  means  what  tlie  Honourable  Member  sup* 
poses,  he  will  say  so  in  answer  to  this  question,  and  it  will 
be  an  ansv/er. 

The  Question  read. 

A-  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  force  which  I  have  above 
mentioned  was  sufficient  to  have  extricated  me,  but  might 
have  found  very  considerable  difliculty  in  doing  it.  After  all 
those  troops  which  entered  the  town  had  been  either  taken 
or  compelled  to  evacuate  it,  in  short,  between  two  and 
three  o'clock,  I  am  of  opinion  that  that  force  might  not 
have  been  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  if,  in  addition  to 
Colonel  Malion's  corps,  which  I  understand  to  have 
amounted  to  about  2000  (I  do  not  know  where  they 
were ;  that  will  be  proved),  if  they  likewise  could  have 
been  brought  in,  I  am  of  opinion,  the  probability  is,  that 
they  \^  ould  at  any  time  have  enabled  us  to  denle  out  of 
the  convrnt.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  necessary  to 
add  my  opinion,  after  having  been  there  eight  hours,  and 
tlie  day  dra\^ing  to  a  close,  that  something  must  have 
happened  to  make  it  impossible  to  relieve  us,  and  every 
moment  after  that  the  enemy  had  it  in  their  power  to  an- 
nihilate us.  The  Court  will  of  course  understand,  when 
1  bav  that  they  mi^ht  have  found  opposition,  1  am  sup- 
pobing  that. the  enemy  would  have  made  use  of  the  means 
in  their  power,  and  have  shown  as  much  firmness  and  ability 
as  they  had  done. 

Q.  Had  you  any  notice,  during  the  5th,  what  were  the 
points  of  retreat,  if  retreat  became  necessary ;'  or  where 
Lieu  ten  ant- General  Whitelocke  was  to  be  found  during 
that  day? 

A.  I  have,  in  a  former  pait  of  my  evidence,  stated 
>vhat  I  knew  with  regard  to  tlie  situation  which  the  Com- 
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mander  in  Chief  meant  to  take;  and  I  stated  that  no 
point  of  retreat  was  mentioned  to  me. 

Q.  I  am  aware  of  that ;  but  your  formef  evidence  ap- 
plies to  what  passed  during  the  4th :  if  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  coniine  yourself  to  the  question,  you  will  find 
ttiSLi  it  applies  to  the  5th  of  July. 

The  Question  reacL 

A.  No  point,  upon  which  in  case  of  failure  I  was  to 
retreat,  was  ever  named  to  me;  nor  did  I  ever  receive 
any  information  respecting  the  situation  in  which  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  would  be  to  be  found,  further  than  that 
which  I  have  already  stated  to  have  been  communicated 
to  me,  in  a  conversation  by  Major-General  Gower  on  the 
evening  of  the  4th.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  neces- 
sary to  add,  that  after  I  marched  off  my  ground  on  the 
morning  of  the  5th,  I  never  saw  any  officers  of  the  staflf 
except  those  attached  to  my  own  brigade. 

Q.  Was  it  communicated  to  you  by  Major-General 
Gower,  that  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  determined 
to  remain  stationary  at  head- quarters  during  the  whole  of 
die  5th? 

A.  Major-General  Gower  told  me,  as  I  have  already 
staled,  that  he  should  advise  the  Commander  in  Chief  to 
take  his  station  in  the  morning  in  the  Coral,  whei'e  I  un- 
derstand he  remained  the  whole  of  the  day ;  but,  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection,  I  certainly  did  not  understand 
that  it  was  their  intention  to  remain  there  all  day,  if  any 
exertion  was  required. 

General  IVhitelocke.^—1  have  no  questions  at  present ; 
I  shall  call  Brigadier-General  Craufurd  by  and  by. 

Q.  By  the  Court.-^-W hen  you  arrived  at  tlie  Rcsi- 
dentia  in  the  afternoon  of  the  6th,  to  make  inquiry  whether 
the  reports  given  to  General  Liniers  of  the  cruelties  ex- 
ercised by  the  British  army  were  true,  did  you  learn  that 
there  was  any  foundation  for  such  reports  ? 

A.  I  was  assured  by  Major  Nichols  of  the  45th,  that, 
as  far  as  related  to  his  regiment,  there  could  be  no  founda* 
tion  for  them.  As  this  is  such  a  stigma  thrown  on  the 
British  army,  I  wish  to  be  allowed  to  say  that  I  do  not 
>elieve  it.    1  believe  tliat  murders  were  committed,  and 
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ti)at  tlicy  were  committed  by  a  banditti  belonging  to  the- 
Spanisli  army.  I  know  that  three  or  four  women  and 
children  were  ^und  murdered  in  one  house ;  but  I  am  per- 
fectly convinced  it  was  not  done  by  the  British  soldiers  : 
my  tirm  conviction  is,  that  the  murders  that  were  com- 
mitted were  done  by  a  lawless  banditti  tliat  formed  part 
of  tlie  Spanish  force.  I  told  the  Spanish  General  so 
at  the  time  when  he  mentioned  the  reports  to  me.  I  trust 
the  Court  mIH  be  aware  that  there  is  no  inconsistency  in 
iliis  and  what  I  said  before,  that  such  reports  were  kept 
up  and  my  not  believing  tliem. 

Q.  Is  the  Court  to  understand  that  you  had  no  autho- 
rity but  over  your  own  brigade,  with  which  you  were 
ordered  to  penetrate  the  town  of  liuenos  Ayres,  and  esta- 
blish yourself  as  near  the  river  as  you  could  ;  tijat  having 
done  so,  your  orders  ceased,  and  that  you  then  looked  for 
furtlier  directions  from  the  Commander  of  the  forces,  or 
some  other  your  superior,  who  was  elmrged  nvdth  the 
gci>eral  superintendence  of  all  the  attacks? 

A.  Certainly :  and  even  my  authority  in  my  own  bri- 
gade tlid,  in  a  certain  degree,  appear  to  me  to  be  limited 
in  an  unusual  manner  (the  Court  is  better  able  to  judge 
than  I  am  whether  this  is  usual),  inasmuch  as  my  own 
personal  situation  was  pointed  out  in  general  orders,  which 
also  expressed  that  the  left  column  of  my  brigade  was  to 
receive  its  orders  from  Colonel  Pack.  I  do  not  know 
how  far  this  is  usual,  but  it  strikes  me  as  not  being  so. 
After  having  penetrated  through  the  town,  I  certainly  felt 
myself  bound  to  remain  there,  as  long  as  possible,  for 
further  orders.  It  certainly  did  appear  to  me  rather  odd, 
that  the  45tli  regiment  was  not  directed  to  receive  its  orders 
from  mc,  as  I  was  tiie  only  Brigadier  with  the  right  wing 
of  the  army.  1  hope  the  Court  do  not  understand  from 
this,  that  my  authority  over  Colonel  Pack  was  taken 
away. 

Q.  Prom  your  knowledge  of  tlie  country,  and  the 
means  and  strength  of  the  enemy,  are  you  of  opinion  that 
the  British  force  sent  upon  tlie  expedition  to  Buenos 
Ayres  was,  or  was  not,  sufficient  to  accomplish  its  object? 

A.  I  c'lm  of  opinion  that  it  was  sufficient  to  take  the 
town  of  lUicnes  Ayrcs ;  and  that  if,  after  that  event,  it  had 
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bein  found  possible  to  have  conciliated  the  inhabitant^ 
we  should  have  been  there  in  a  reasonable  degree  of  se- 
curity. The  Court  understands  that  I  am  not  giving  any 
opinion  now  as  to  what  might  have  been  done  after  the 
failure  of  the  attack  upon  tlie  town.  I  will,  with  permis* 
sion  of  the  Court,  read  tliree  lines  of  the  orders  sent  to 
me  with  regard  to  my  brigade. 

(Reads  them.     See  Appendix.) 

Q.  Was  thfe  45th  regiment,  in  the  original  plan  of  at- 
tack, mentioniSd  as  placed  on  the  right  of  your  brigade? 

A.  You  mean  the  plan  of  attack  of  the  4th  ? 

Q.  Yes. 

A-  All  that  was  said  of  the  45th  rcginicnt  in  the  dispo- 
sition that  I  received,  was  this:  *' TJie  45th  regiment  to 
"  advance  by  wings,  left  in  front,  up  the  two  next  streets 
*^  beyond  the  light  battalion/' — On  looking  over  the  pa- 
per, I  see  it  is  mentioned  again ;  it  says,  "  Each  Officer 
**  commanding  a  division  of  Sie  left  winsr.  Sec." 

(Reads  it.    See  Appendlr.) 

A  Alemier.—'Q.  Brigadier-General  Craufurd  has  said 
that  the  45th  got  verbal  orders  to  go  to  the  Besidentia. 
When  did  you  understand  that  the  45th  was  sent  to  tho 
Residentia  by  verbal  orders  ? 

,  A.  It  was  after  the  head  of  my  column  arrived  on  the 
beach ;  I  do  not  know  exactly  wlien,  or  whether  it  was 
when  I  first  saw  Colonel  Guard,  or  not:  of  course  it  must 
have  been  so ;  but  ipy  Brigade-Major,  if  it  is  nccessaiy, 
can  state  it  accurately. 

Q.  Did,  or  did  not,  the  plan  of  attack  given  you  by 
Major-General  Gower,  ditfer  from  the  one  explained  at 
head-quarters  on  the  4tli? 

A.  In  the  forenoon  of  the  4th  I  received,  at  head- 
quarters, two  written  dispositions.  The  one  which  I  last 
received,  and  which  was.  acted  upon^  was,  in  some  parti- 
culars, different  from  the  other.  If  the  Court  thinks  it 
essential  to  know  the  difference,  I  could  get  the  other,  by 
stepping  into  the  ix)om  where  the  evidences  wait.  I  have 
left  it  there.     I  think  the  material  difference  was  as  to 
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the  hour  of  attack.  In  the  first  it  was  to  attack  at  tweWe, 
and  in  the  other,  at  half  past  six  in  the  morning. 

Judge  Advocate.  I  do  not  know  the  Honourable  Mein« 
ber  who  sent  up  that  question,  but  will  thank  him  to  saj 
whether  he  thinks  it  necessary  that  the  plans  should  b€ 
produced,  in  order  to  compare  the  difference  ? 

A  Member.  —The  one  you  have  here  is  the  one  which 
was  acted  upon. 

A.  Yes.  In  the  first,  the  order  to  penetrate  into  the 
heart  of  the  enemy's  position  was  more  peremptory  than  in 
the  second.  I  remember  the  impression  upon  ray  mind 
was,  that  an  officer  would  have  thought  himself  censurable 
under  the  first,  if  he  had  not  penetrated  to  the  heart  of  the 
enemy's  position.  I  think  some  little  alteration  was  made 
in  that  part. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  what  was  the  object  to  be  obtained  by 
the  troops  penetrating  through  die  streets  to  the  beach, 
when  they  could  have  reached  that  point  without  difficulty 
as  you  have  described,  by  marching  round  the  town  to  the 
water? 

A.  Upon  my  word  it  is  very  difficult  for  me  to  answer 
the  question.  I  cannot  pretend  to  say  what  was  the  ob- 
ject. I  conclude  it  was  to  engage  and  defeat  the  enemy's 
principal  force,  which,  by  marching  round  the  outside  of 
the  town,  we  should  not  have  come  in  contact  with.  I 
beg  that  the  Court  will  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me, 
whether  they  consider  me  as  giving  any  opinion  upon  tlie 
propriety  of  the  attack. 

Q.  Whether  you  can  tell 

A  I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  I  can  only  guess  at  the 
object  of  tliose  who  made  the  disposition. 

Adjourned. 
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TWENTY-THIRD  DAY. 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  27,  1808. 

Brigadier-General  Cratifurd  called  m. 

Judge  Advocate. — Q.  Have  you  got  the  two  papers 
containing  the  dispositions  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have. 

Q.  Be  so  ^ood  as  to  produce  them. — (Produces  them.) 

Q.  Did,  or  did  not,  the  plan  of  attack,  given  you  by 
Major-General  Gower,  differ  from  the  one  explained  at 
head-quarters  on  the  4th  ? 

A.  In  the  forenoon  of  the  4th  I  received,  at  head- 
quarters, two  dispositions  for  the  attack  ;  I  do  not  beheve 
tl)at  eitlier  of  them  were  given  to  me  by  Major-General 
Gowcr.  That  which  I  received  Ictst,  and  which  was  acted 
upon,  did  in  some  particulars  difier  from  the  former.  I 
have  botli  the  original  papers  that  were  put  into  my  hands 
at  head-quarters,  now  here.  Shall  I  explain  to  the  Court 
in  what  particulars  they  differ,  or  will  it  be  more  proper 
that  I  should  lay  them  before  the  Court.  I  can  swear 
tliat  tliey  are  the  papers  I  received  officially. 

Q.  Who  did  you  receive  them  from  } 

A.  I  received  one  in  an  official  note  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Commander  of  the  forces :  I  cannot  say  from  whom 
I  received  the  other ;  but  it  is  WTitten,  to  the  best  of  my 
belief^  by  Major-General  Gower  himself.  I  do  not  think 
I  received  it  from  the  hands  of  the  Major-General,  but  1 
received  it  in  the  room  at  the  head-quarters.  I  can  swear 
that  these  are  the  papers  I.  originally  received. 

A  Jilcmber. — Is  this  of  any  importance? 
^   Judge  Advocate. — I  cannot  say  how  far  these  papers 
are  material  or  not.     In  my  present  view  of  tiie  subject 
certainly  not. 

Brigadio^'General  Craitfurd. — As  I  stated  before,  in 
the  first  disposition  which  I  received  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
attack  should  be  made  at  12  o'clock  the  next  day.  The  last 
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order  cancelled  the  first  in  some  particulars,  but  I  thought 
it  was  my  duty  to  obey  what  was  contained  in  the  first 
order  with  regard  to  my  own  brigade,  inasmuch  as  that 
was  not  contradicted  in  the  second,  and  which,  not  being 
contrary  to  the  second,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  observe. 
There  are  oilier  differences  between  tliem.  I  wish  it  to 
be  taken  down,  that  the  first  order  contains  some  details 
with  regard  to  my  brigade  which  were  omitted  in  the 
second,  but  which  not  being  in  contradiction  to  the  general 
tenour  of  the  latter^  I  of  course  considered  it  my  duty  to 
observe. 

A  Member. — The  l^st  orders  are  the  general  orders. 

A.  Yes:  the  first  was  intended  to  be  given  to  every 
commanding  officer,  but,  in  consequence  of  it  having  been 
represented  tliat  twelve  o'clock  that  day  was  not  a  proper 
time,  in  a  conversation  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  state, 
the  hour  was  altered.  Unless  the  Court  wish  it,  it  is  un- 
necessary to  state  the  difference.  I  have  an  official  letter 
of  the  Commander  of  the  forces,  in  which  the  first  order 
was  enclosed,  which  I  suppose  Lieutenant-GeneralWhite- 
locke  will  think  it  proper  to  produce,  inasmuch  as  it  con- 
tains reasons  for  attacking  the  town  in  that  way. 

The  txco  papers  containing  the  dispositions  and  the  letter 

were  delivered  in. 

Brigadier-General  Craufurd — With  respect  to  that 
letter  tliere  is  a  circumstance  which  it  may  be  proper  to 
mention.  My  happening  to  have  this  letter  in  my  pocket 
when  I  was  taken  prisoner,  was,  I  believe,  of  some  use, 
as  the  superior  Spanish  officers  had  heard  that  orders  had 
been  g^vcn  by  Lieutenant-Gcneral  Whitelocke  to  give  no 
quarter.  On  my  showing  this  letter  to  Generals  Liniers  and 
I)all>iani,  it  appeared  to  convince  them  that  General 
Wliitelocke  had  been  anxious  to  prevent  any  unnecessary 
cf!us1on  of  l)lood^  iuid  particularly  any  acts  of  violence 
being  committed  on  persons  not  carrying  arms. 

Q.  Did  yon,  when  you  reached  the  beach,  and  would 
have  assailed  the  fort  and  citadr4  had  your  means  been 
equal  to  the  task,  entertain  a  doubt  of  their  attainment 
bcinc  the  main  and  ultimate  object  of  tlic  attack? 
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A.  Having  no  ladders  I  cert&inly  did  not  think  that  it 
was  expected  of  me  to  get  into  the  fort ;  but  if  I  liad  seen 
any  possibility  of  taking  it,  I  of  course  should  have  judged 
it  my  duty  to  do  so.- 

Q.  That  was  not  the  question ;  the  question  is,  whether 
you  considered  it  the  main  and  ultimate  object  in  view 
of  the  attack. 

A.  I  conclude  that  the  taking  of  the  whole  town  was 
the  object  of  tlie  attack.  The  question  is  put  as  if  I  had 
at  any  time  entertained  an  opinion  that  my  orders  were  to 
go  into  the  citadel. 

A  Member. — No,  not  at  all. 

Q.  Are  you  of  opinion  that,  in  the  better  order,  and 
with  the  least  impaired  numbers,  troops  could  be  brought 
to  the  point  of  attack,  the  greater  would  be  the  prospect 
and  probability  of  the  success  ?  You  will  not  consider 
this  question  confined  to  your  brigade,  but  applies  yet 
more  forcibly  to  those  parts  of  the  army  that  suffered 
most  severely  in  penetrating  through  the  streets  to  the  river, 

A.  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  at  all  times  highly  im- 
portant to  bring  troops  up  to  the  enemy  in  as  good  order 
as  possible ;  and  that  the  smaller  the  loss  in  preliminary 
measures,  tihe  greater  probability  there  will  be  of  success. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  that  the  surrender  of  the  town  would 
have  been  the  natural  consequence,  had  the  fort  and  cita« 
del  been  carried  ? 

A.  That  must  have  depended  upon  circumstances,  which 
I  will  explain.  The  fort  is  small  and  completely  com* 
manded ;  there  is  no  parapet.  If  any  one  small  column^ 
taking  advantage  of  the  enemy  being  in  a  state  of  partial 
confusion,  had  penetrated  into  tlie  fort,  through  the  gate, 
(for  that  was  the  only  way  of  getting  into  it),  I  think  it 
very  probable  they  might  have  had  the  same  fate  which 
I  had  in  the  convent  of  St.  Dominigo.  I  think  it  is  pos* 
sible  that  such  a  circumstance  might  had  happened  ;  but  if 
the  columns  had  failed,  and  others  had  not  come  near  them^ 
they  must  have  surrendered.  The  fort  and  citadel  are 
the  same ;  it  is  a  very  small  square  fort,  without  a  parapet. 
With  deference  to  the  Court,  I  do  not  think  that  my  opi- 
nion upon  that  subject  can  bo  of  any  importance. 

Q.  Do  you  conceive  any  advantage  would  have  oo 
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eurred  from  the  troops  having  been  ordered  to  load  before 
the  cominencetDent  of  tlie  attack? 

A.  My  ophiion  is,  tliat  it  would  have  been  better  if 
thev  had  been  loaded. 

Q-  Are  you  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  environs  of 
Buenos  Avres  to  state  whetlier  the  force  under  Lieutenant* 
General  Whiteloeke,  when  entire,  could  have  been  so 
disposed  as  to  cut  off  ail  suppHes  by  land  from  the 
town'? 

A.  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  environs  of 
the  town,  from  any  actual  reconnoitring,  to  enable  me  to 
speak  positively  to  that  point.  I  am  rather  inclined  to 
tliink^  tliat  considering  the  inability  of  the  enemy,  from 
the  nature  of  his  troops,  to  contend  with  us  in  the  field, 
that  we  might  w  ith  safety  have  taken  such  a  position  as 
vould  have  rendered  it  difficult  for  the  town  to  obtaia 
considerable  supplies  from  the  country.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  necessary  to  add,  that  if  the  enetkiy  s  troops 
had  been  of  a  different  description,  that  evidently  would 
have  been  out  of  the  question :  I  do  not  tliink  tha(  we 
then  could  with  safety  have  taken  such  a  position. 

Q.  From  your  observation  of  the  place,  could  a  com* 
munication  have  been  established  with  the  fleet  before 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  a  situation  chosen  from  whence  the 
effect  of  batteries  might  have  been  tried  ? 

A.  If  the  army  had  taken  a  position  on  tlie  north  side 
of  the  town,  embracing  the  heights  of  the  Tauros,  wo 
might  have  communicated  witli  the  fleet,  and  tried  with 
advantage  the  effect  of  cannonading  and  bombarding  tlit 
town. 

Q.  Was  tiie  situation  of  the  Spanish  troops  in   the 
houses,  on  the  5th,  svrzh  as  to  have  afforded  them  protec- 
tion against  shot,  shells,  and  grape  from  carronades  of  a 
heavy  nature  ? 
.    A.  Am  I  to  consider  it  as  proceeding  from  the  ships  ? 

Q.  From  the  de  Tauros. 

A.  I  certainly  consider  that  a  cannonade  from  hcATf 
batteries  on  the  heights  of  tlie  Tauros,  and  from  the  ship- 
ping, would  have  had  a  considerable  effect  in  preparing 
the  way  for  an  assault.  The  houses  are  none  of  Uiem 
such  as  to  resist  either  shot  or  shells ;  all  the  shot  that  I 
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saw  went  tljrough.  From  there  being  very.little  wood  in 
their  construction,  they  certainly  are  not  easily  set  on 
fire. 

A  Member. — You  do  not  expect  that  houses  should  be 
set  on  fire  by  shells ;  they  may  be,  but  that  is  not  the  in- 
tention of  tliem. 

A.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  will  be  material  to  add  to 
that  answer,  that  the  fort  itselt^  from  having  no  parapet, 
and  several  of  the  principal  houses,  from  the  tops  of  which 
tlie  enemy  fired  with  effect  against  troops  advancing  to- 
wards the  fort,  were  entirely  open  to  the  .fire  of  gua 
boats,  Q^d  such  other  vessels  as  from  the  depth  of  water 
could  approach  near  enough  to  the  town.  What  could 
approach,  the  Admiral  can  tell  better  than  I. 

Q.  Were  you,  or  were  you  not,  aware  of  afty  pressure 
of  circumstances  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  which  ren- 
dered it  indispensably  necessary  to  proceed  to  action  on 
that  morning? 

A;  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  was  advisable  to  change  our 
position ;  but  certainly  there  were  no  circumstances  within 
my  knowledge,  which  rendered  it  necessary  to  assault  the 
town  on  that  day.  I  mean  by  changing  our  position,  that 
we  .were  losing  men  in  our  position  without  any  object . 
What  I  mean  by  changing  our  position,  was,  to  have 
taken  up  the  one  which  I  prescribed,  and  to  have  at- 
tacked tlie  heights  of  the  Tauros,  w^iich  the  Court  will 
l)e  aware  sere  not  within  the  town,  but  are  separated  firom 
it 

Q.  Had  you,  or  had  you  not,  any  sort  of  intimation  or 
knowledge  whatever  of  the  plan  or  disposition  which  the 
Commander  of  the  forces  had  it  in  contemplation  to  make 
when  the  several  columns  should  have  arrived  at  tlieir  re- 
;5pective  places  of  destination  on  the  5th  of  July  ? 

A.  I  had  not  It  is  unnecessary  to  state,  that  I  ex- 
pected  some  superior  officer  would  then  arrive  to  make  a 
further  disposition.  I  beg  leave  to  correct  some  little 
errors  in  my  evidence.-  The  Court  asked  me,  if  I  could 
judge  what  portion  of  the  enemy  I  was  engaged  with  on 
the  2d.  I  have  what  people  in  general  would  consider 
as  the  best  information  upon  the  subject,  but  whetlier  it 
can  be  admitted  by  the  Court  I  do  not  Jcnow.     It  statei 
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that  General  Laniers  marched  to  meet  us  witii  4000  men. . 
i  have  it  from  undoubted  authority,  and  I  can  state  from 
that  autliority,  that  he  did  march  with  4000  men.  I  stated 
before,  that,  from  my  own  observation,  I  could  not  under- 
take to  answer  that  question.  I  believe  they  were  the 
most  regular  troops  the  enemy  had,  because  all  those  that 
were  killed  were  dressed  in  uniform.  The  second  in  com- 
mand of  the  Spanish  anny  told  me  that  General  lioieni 
marched  with  4000  men. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  am  not  aware  of  the  view,  or  with 
what  mtention  this  is  introduced.  I  think  that  this  in- 
formation, which  Brigadier-General  Craufurd  acquired 
subsequent  to  that  period,  and  which  could  not  be  known 
to  Lieutenant-Gcneral  Whitelocke  at  tlie  time,  and  when 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  regulate  his  conduct  accord- 
ing to  that  information^  cannot  be  used  against  Lieutenant- 
General  Whitelocke.  I  conclude  that  this  information 
was  after  he  had  surrendered,  and  I  therefore  think  the 
£rst  answer  ought  to  stand. 

Brigadier-Xreneral  Craufurd.-^-l  stated  tliat  Major 
M*Leod  was  rather  unwilling  to  take  upon  himself  the  re- 
sponsibility of  giving  an  opinion  which,  I  informed  Iiim,  I 
should  afterwards  call  upon  him  officially  to  repeat;  but 
from  all  that  passed  between  him  and  me  in  the  presence 
of  Lieutenant-Colonels  Pack,  Ciuard,  and  Holland,  I  and 
they  felt  convinced  that  he  concurred  in  our  opinion.  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  is  proper  to  say,  that,  witliout 
thinking  ill  of  Major  M'Leod,  I  could  not  draw  any  other 
conclusion.  There  is  another  thing  I  have  omitted,  whidh 
i*,  that  after  the  attempt  to  quit  the  convent,  I  ordered  the 
riflemen  to  resume  their  posts.  It  is  asserted  in  an  infa- 
mous publication,  who  is  the  author  of  it  I  do  not  know, 
that  I  did  not  order  them -to  resume  their  station;  but  I 
did  order  them.  I  have  said,  in  answer  to  a  question,  that 
the  guns  we  had  with  us  were  of  no  use;  I  hope  the  Court 
will  allow  me  to  add,  in  justice  to  the  persons  who  served 
the  guns  attached  to  my  hrigatle,  that  they  did  that  day,  as 
they  always  have  done,  distinguish  themselves  particu- 
larlv  :  Captain  Nichols  and  the  men  conducted  themselves 
with  distinguished  bravery.  AH  the  men  and  horses  be- 
longing to  tlie  other  were  killed.     I  wish  to  insert,  that  the 
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officers  and  men  attached  to  the  artillery  behaved  them* 
selves  with  distinguished  gallantry. 

Judge  Advocate. — A  question  has  been  put  to  Briga- 
dier-General Craufurd  which-  an  Honourable  Member 
thinks  had  better  be  erased,  but  which  it  would  ndt  be 
regular  to  do  without  stating  to  General  Whitelocke  the 
reason.  The  question  is  this,  ^^  Are  ^ou  of  opinion  that^ 
in  the  better  order,  and  with  the  least  impaired  numr 
bers,  troops  could  be  brought  to  the  point  of  attack, 
*^  the  greater  would  be  tlie  prospect  of  the  probability  of 
^'  the  success  ?"  I  consider  it  perfectly  immaterial,  but  the 
Honourable  Member  wishes  it  to  be  struck  out. 

2Tie  question  andansrver  was  struck  out  of  the  minutes. 

The  xcitHQSS  xvithdrav. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Dennis  Pack  called  in,  and  sicorn. 

Judge  Advocate. — Q.  Did  you  command  the  left  wing 
of  tiie  light  brigade  on  the  attack  of  Buenos  Ayres,  on 
Jthe  morning  of  ^le  ith? 

A.  I  did. 

a  1 

Q.  State  the  operations  of  that  wing  from  the  period  of 
your  separating  fi*om  the  right  wing,  under  the  command 
of  Brigadier-General  Craufiird,  till  tlie  period  X)f  your 
junction  with  him. 

A.  I  proceeded  into  the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres  by  the 
road  pointed  out  in  orders.  The  first  i*emarkable  thing 
tliat  attracted  my  notice  was  the  extraordinary  stillness  of 
the  town,  interrupted  only  by  a  few  random  shots  fired  at 
the  column  from  a  distance  as  they  passed.  Some  intelli- 
gent men  of  the  advanced  had  observed  the  sound  of 
voices  in  softie  of  the  houses  as  we  passed,  and  prudence 
would  here  have  dictated  to  me  to  have  examined  them 
separately  as  I  went  along;  but  thinking  that  such  ap 
operation  would  militate  against  the  orders  I  had  rcceivedi 
I  thought  it  right  to  press  forward.  I  did  so  w  ithout  fiir- 
thcr  Opposition,  except  from  shot  from  some  avenues  lead- 
ing to  the  Great  Squai^e,  the  bottom  of  which  we  passed, 
till  I  came  within  full  view. of  the  river  Plata,  I  here 
halted  the  head  of  the  column,  to  allow  it  to  close  up,  and 
hearing  a  firing  to  my  left,  and  seemg  nothing  in  oiy  front 
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«f  the  enemy,  or  any  post  to  occupy  there  or  to  my  right, 
I  conferred  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cadogan,  who  agreed 
-witii  me  in  the  propriety  of  taking  ground  to  the  left,  and 
commencing  the  attack,  supposing  the  enemy  to  be  there. 
The  lamps  were  jufet  expiring,  and  some  of  them  seemed 
disposed  as  if  to  assist  the  besieged  in  case  of  a  night  at-^ 
tack,  and  circumstances  generally  denoted  a  certain  state 
of  preparation  and  intended  resistance. 

Jtidge  Advocate. — I  \vill  thank  you  to  state  the  strength 
of  your  column. 

A.  My  column  was,  I  believe,  as  nearly  as  possible, 
600  rank  and  file.  I  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cado- 
gan  to  lead  the  rear  half  up,  and  advance  in  a  parallel 
street  with  me.  I  was  always  under  apprehensions  that 
we  were  unprovided  with  means  equal  to  o\  ercome  the  de- 
fences of  the  place,  and  I  was  soon  convinced  that  I  had 
entered  upon  a  contest  the  most  unequal,  perhaps,  that 
was  ever  foughf ;  for  I  had  scarcely  approached  under  the 
Franciscan  church  when  I  lost,  by  the  fire  of  an  enemy 
almost  invisible,  and  certainly  by  us  unassailable,  the 
officer  and  almost  the  whole  of  the  men  who  composed  my 
first  division,  who  were  volunteers  from  the  different  com- 
panies, 'the  officer  and  nearly  half  the  ne^jt  company,  and 
80  in  proportion  of  tlie  others  who  composed  my  division. 
Findirig  it  iinpossil)le  to  penetrate  to  the  object  of  attack, 
which  1  conceived  to  be  tlie  square  and  fort^  or  gain  any 
advantageous  position  in  the  neighbourhood,  I  thought  it 
right  to  desist,  and  inquire  the  success  of  the  division 
which  had  gone  by  the  approach  on  my  left.  With  this 
intent  I  withdrew  the  remains  of  mine  to  the  cross  street 
by  which  we  had  advanced,  and  which  in  a  great  degree 
protected  them  from  the  fire  we  had  been  under.  I  had 
scarcely  done  so,  when  I  learned  the  failure  of  my  other 
coluiTMi  also;  and,  on  going  into  the  street,  I  found  the 
men  retiring,  and  met  Colonel  Cadogan  in  a  little  time; 
he  was  excessively  distressed,  and  emphatically  assured 
me  that  he  and  all  his  men  had  done  their  duty,  but  that 
really  they  had  not  the  means  of  succeeding.  I  should 
mention  that  thegim  which  was  attached  to  our  column  from 
the  position  in  which  it  was,  had  accompanied  him ;  every 
vian  or  horse  had  been  killed  or  wounded  at  it,  and  the 
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gun  was  lost.  I  coyld  readily  believe  Colonel  Cadogan's 
statement,  and  directed  his  men  to  form  on  tlie  line  with 
mine,  and  I  went  myself  to  reconnoitre  the  buildings 
forming  the  bottom  of  the  square  in  which  the  Jesuits^ 
College  was  situate,  but,  tliough  well  acquainted  with 
them,  I  found  it  impossible  to  find  an  entrance  there.  On 
returning  to  Colonel  Cadogan,  I  intimated  my  intentionik 
of  proceeding  to  the  Residentia.  Some  of  bis  men  had 
forced  open  two  houses,  but  I  conceived  them  of  no  con- 
sequence, except  that  they  gave  shelter  to  the  wounded 
men.  Colonel  Cadogan,  however,  deprecated  the  idea  <rf 
giving  up  the  ground  we  had  gained  with  so  much  los^ 
and  as  Brigadier-General  Crauiurd  was  momentarily  ex- 
pected up,  I  allowed  him  to  remain  in  the  pdsition  the 
troops  were  then  in.  On  crossing  to  fall  in  witli  General 
Craufurd,  I  met  Colonel  Guard  with  a  division  of  the 
45th,  and  learnt  from  him  that  the  Residentia  was  in  our 
possession.  Almost  immediately  after.  General  Crain 
furd's  column  appeared  at  the  head  of  a  narrow  street, 
leading  to  the  back  of  the  St,  Domingo  church.  I  bad 
often  mentioned  to  General  Craufurd  the  advantages  of 
the  position  about  the  Residentia,  and  after  i-elating  to  him 
the  misfortunes  of  the  morning,  and  stating  to  him  the 
impracticability,  in  my  mind,  of  overcoming  the  defences 
of  the  enemy,  provided  as  we  then  were,  and  how  badly 
situated  Colonel  Cadogan  was,  I  strongly  pressed  upon 
him  the  propriety  of  taking  post  at  the  Residentia.  '  Gene- 
ral Craufurd  liesitated;  and  1  saw  an  ai!>parent  reluctance 
on  his  part,  and  that  of  Major  Trotter,  to  retiring.  He  ■ 
asked  me  if  the  building  at  the  back  of  which  we  stood, 
was  not  the  St.  Domingo  church.  I  answered^  Yes ;  but 
that  I  did  not  think  it  was  an  advantageous  position  to 
take.  He  .remarked  that  it  was  in  strict  conformity  to  his 
orders  to  do  so,  and  I  reluctantly  assented  to  it.  General 
Craufurd  asked  if  the  position  of  Colonel  Cadogan  would 
not,  in  some  degree,  support  bis.  I  think  I  said  it  might: 
On  enteiing  the  church,  which  we  were  enabled  to  do  by 
the  3-pounder  which  CJeneral  Craufurd  had,  some  parts  of 
It  were  found  to  overlook  the  houses  more  than,  1  confess, 
I  thought  they  Would.  The  colours  of  the  71st  regiment 
were  found  tliere,  and  I  was  overjoyed  that  we  bad  en- 
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tered,  satisfying^  myself  that  though  I  might  have  acted 
contrary,  General  Craufurd,  as  an  officer,  had  acted 
right  Under  those  circumstances  Colonel  Cadosan  was 
alTowed  to  hold  the  position  he  had,  and  the  remainder  of 
mine  near  the  convent  were  brought  in.  It  was  my  in» 
tendon  to  have  gone  to  Colonel  Cadogan,  but  General 
Craufurd  insisted  on  my  goingin  to  where  the  Surgeon  was.— 
•    Q.  Were  you  wounded  ? 

.    A.  I  was.     Things  were  at  this  time  pretty  quiet,  and  we 
rested  in  confident  hopes  that  a  fa  vou  rable  opportunity  would 
$oon  occur  of  renewing  the  action,  or  of  advancing  to  the 
Franciscan  church,  which  was  very  little  in  our  front,  and  a 
very  great  object  to  gain.     Between  eleven  and  twelve,  as 
nearly  as  I  can  recollect,  it  was  reported,  with  other  fii* 
vourable  circumstances,  that  the  colours  of  the  fort  had 
been  hauled  down,  and  I  believe  no  one  doubted  that  the 
flag  of  truce,  which  soon  after  appeared,  was  to  surrender, 
instead  of  summoning  us  to  do  so ;  and,  availing  them- 
selves of  tliis  flag  of  truce,  the  enemy  had  advanced  their 
approaches;  ana  aflcr General  Craumrdhad  dismissed  the 
flag  of  truce,  they  attempted  to  press  forward  upon  our 
gun ;  but  this  I  was  not  aware  of  till  the  bustle  of  Colonel 
Guard's  division  going  out  and  returning  attracted  my  at- 
tention, when  I  heard  it,  and  the  severe  loss  he  had  sus- 
tained.    General  Craufurd  came  in  shortly  after;  his  eyes 
seemed  now  to  be  opened  to  the  situation  wc  were  in,  and 
to  doubt  whether  things  were  so  favourable  as  we  had 
hoped:  and  so  satisfied  was  I  that  he  might  then  have 
tliought  of  retiring,  that  I  directed  an  officer,  I  believe  Ma- 
jor M'Leod,  to  take  care  that  our  colours  were  confided 
to  some  trusty  men.     One  of  them  had  been  placed  upon 
the  top  of  the  convent,  and  the  direction  I  have  mentioned 
must  account  for  it  then  being  taken  down,  though  not  in- 
tended to  be  acted  upon  at  tiie  moment.     General  Crau- 
furd seemed  now  to  think  more  decidedly  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  retiring.    He  asked  me  if  I  should  be  able  to  acT 
con>pany  him,  and  still  entertained  doubts  of  his  being  war- 
ranted in  evacuating  his  post.     I  answered.  Yes:  it  really 
appeared  to  me  a  point  of  such  delicacy  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  press  it ;  and  thus  a  hope  of  receiving  orders, 
and  a  sense  q{  ()uty,  as  it  appeared  to  (pe^  led  Genci-al 
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Craufurd  to  postpone  carrying  into  effect  a  retreat  ^tintil 
that  moment  when  it  became  a  matter  of  consideration  ta 
communicate  with  the  enemy.  This,  I  should  suppose, 
was  between  two  and  three.  He  seemed  to  think  then  it 
would  be  impracticable  to  retreat,  and  I  certainly  thought 
myself  it  must  be  attended  with  a  very  severe  loss.  In  a 
very  little  time  afterwards,  General  Craufurd  assembled 
the  field  officers,  when  he  gave  his  opinion  decidedly  to  tlie 
effect  I  have  mentioned ;  and  on  his  doing  so  directly  to 
myself,  I  said,  that  in  tliat  case  I  thought  a  question  as  to 
what  effect  our  conduct  would  have  on  the  general  operations 
of  the  army,  and  whetlier  we  were  not  placed  in  that  criti- 
cal situation  as  to  make  it  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to 
sacrifice  ourselves.  Neither  General  Craufiird  nor  those  pre- 
'  sent  seemed  to  think  there  could  be  any  such  necessity; 
and  I  assented  to  the  judgement  of  General  Craufiird,  an 
officer,  although  unfortunate,  I  must  ever  respect  and  ad- 
mire; and  I  think  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  him  and  to  myself  to 
state  distinctly,  that  in  having  given  that  assent  I  must  be 
considered  to  have  sanctioned  that  wiiich  afterwards  took 
place.  I  do  not  think,  however  convinced  he  might  be 
of  the  propriety  of  what  he  was  about  to  do,  he  would 
have  acted  so  without  conceiving  he  had  tlie  sanction  of 
those  he  consulted.  General  Craufurd  seemed  perfectly 
ready  to  sacrifice  his  own  life,  but  thought  he  was  called 
upon  to  interpose  liis  authority  to  save  those  who  were 
placed  under  him.  A\'hen  ttiis  discussion  took  place,  I 
certainly  thought,  if  we  were  obliged  to.  surrender,  that  we 
would  have  had  better  terms;  and  when,  eventually,  Gene- 
ral Craufurd  went  out  to  the  Spanish  officer,  I  was  ndl 
present,  nor  aware  of  the  circumstances,  at  the  moment, 
that  led  him  to  make  the  capitulation  he  did :  at  the  same 
time,  by  mentioning  tliis,  1  do  not  mean  to  insinuate  that 
I  either  would,  or  could,  then,  w  ith  propriety,  have  M'ith- 
drawn  the  sanction  1  had  given  to  oeneral  Craufurd.  I 
do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary  for  nie  to  state  any  thing 
further  tliat  passed  after  the  surrender  of  the  troops. 

Judge  Advocate. — \\q  have  already  had  that  from 
General  Craufurd. 

Q.  You  belonged  to  the  former  expedition  under  Gene- 
ral Beresford? 
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a:  I  did. 

Q.  While  you  were  at  Buenos  Ayrcs,  wiA  General 
Beresiford,  had  you  the  means  of  obtaining  a  local  know- 
kdge  of  the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  its  en\nrons? 

A.  I  had  accurately  of  the  town,  and  a  general  idea  of 
the  environs. 

Q.  Were  you  the  senior  officer  attached  to  the  expedi- 
tion under  Lieutenant-General  Whitclocke,  who  had  be- 
longed to  the  former  expedition  under  Brigadier-Gencnd 
Bcresford  ? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  Ueinn;  the  senior  officer  of  the  expedition  under 
Brigadier-General  Beresford  who  had  belonged  to  tfie 
former  expedition  agj^inst  Buenos  Ay  res;  w*ereyou  at  any 
time,  and  when,  consulted  by  Lieutenant-General  White-' 
locke  upon  the  plan  of  ojici-ations  against  the  town  ? 

A.  General  Whitclocke  spoke  to  me  twice  upon  the 
Bubject ;  once  when  I  happened  to  be  at  head-quarterSp 
and  in  the  evening  of  tlie  3d  of  July.  The  orders  and  ar- 
nmgemcnt  for  the  attack  the  next  morning  were  then  out. 
General  W' hitelocke,  seeing  me  at  head-quarters,  beckon- 
ed me  over,  he  said,  What  do  you  think  of  this  ?  or  some- 
thing to  that  effect ;  to  which  I  replied,  that  every  con- 
fidence was  to  be  i)laced  in  tlie  troops,  but  I  was  anxious 
to  see  the  means  of  carrying  the  attack  that  was  decided 
upon  into  effect.  Something  attracted  the  Generars  at- 
tention at  this  time,  and  rather  abruptly  broke  off  the  con- 
versation. General  Whitclocke  appeared  to  me  then  as 
.j  a  man  intending  to  act  contrary  to  what  was  his  own 
*  jbdgement,  and  1  was  inclined  the  more  to  that  opinion, 
having  seen  a  paper  that  tlie  intended  mode  of  attack 
would  not  be  resorted  to  under  different  circumstances. 
Very  shortly  after  I  retired  to  my  quarters,  to  the  brigade, 
but  with  directions  to  attend  the  next  morning  at  head- 
quarters, I  think,  at  nine  or  ten  o'clock,  \\ith  the  otlicr 
commanding  officers,  to  receive  orders.  General  Crau- 
furd  had  resigned  tlie  care  of  his  brigade  a  good  deal  to 
me,  and  in  preparing  the  disposition  of  it,  and  not  having 
a  watch,  the  hour  inadvertently  passed  over,  and  I  was  not 
present  when  the  commanding  officers  were  assembled. 
The  general  officers,  however,  were  tliere,  and  the  n)0- 
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ment  General  Whitelocke  saw  me,  he  called  me  over. 
Nothing  to  that  time  had  been  furnished  to  the  brigade 
ths^t,  in  my  opinion,  would  have  forwarded  the  attack  in* 
tended ;  and  I,  more  decidedly  than  the  evening  before^ 
then  mentioned  my  apprehension  that  we  had   not  the 
means  of  succeeding,     t  remarked  to  liim,  that  from  the 
turrets  of  Buenos  Ayres  the  enemy  could  distinctly  per-, 
ceive  every  movement  that  was  made;  and  I  suggested  the 
propriety,  if  such  an  attack  was  to  Be  made,  if  it  would 
not  be  better  to  attempt  it  before  daylight,  and  when,  per- 
haps, we  might  have  better  means  furnished.     To  this 
General  Whitelocke  seemed  immediately  to  assent,  and  h& 
took  me  into  the  room  where  the  other  general  officeA 
>^'ere,  and  mentioned  to  them  tlie  purport  of  .what  I  had 
stated.     It  seemed  to   be  approved  of  by  the  general 
officers;  but,  as  I  thought,  so  coldly  received  by  the  second 
in  command,  as  to  prevent  much  dbcussion  upon  the  me- 
rits  of  the  business ;  and  the  conference  broke  up  witli  the 
orders  for  it  to  take  place,  as  it  did,  on  the  following 
morning.  i 

Q.  Is  the  Court  to  understand  that  .you  were  not  con 
suited  at  all  by  Lieutenant-Gencral  Whitelocke,  as  to  the 
plan  of  operations  against  the  town,  till  after  the  plan  was 
formed,  and  the  orders  issued  for  its  execution  ? 

A.  I  will  leave  the  Court  to  form  its  own  judgement 
having  stated  facts. 

Q.  Having  stated,  in  the  first  conversation  which  yoii 
bad  with  General  Whitelocke,  tliatyou  were  aoxious  to  sec 
the  means  of  carrying  the  attack  that  was  decided  upon 
into  effect;  and  having  suggested  the  propriety,  in  a  sub 
sequent  conversation,  if  such  an  attack  was  to  be  made, 
of  attempting  it  before  daylight;  did  you,  or  did  you  not; 
communicate  a  distinct  disapprobation  of  the  plan  of  at* 
tack  decided  upon? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  any  thing  further  passed  than  I 
have  stated.  To  Lieutenant-Gencral  Whitelocke  I  do  not 
recollect  to  have  said  any  thing  further. 

Q.  Having  stated  tliat  you  recommended,  if  such  an 
attack  should  be  made,  tlie  propriety  of  attempting  it  be* 
fore  daylight;  did  you  .convey  your  opinion  that,  if  the  at« 
tacl(  was  made  before  daylight,  it  would  succeed.^ 
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A.  Most  certainly  I  never  intended  to  convcw  tlic 
slightest  approbation  of  tlie  attack  intended ;  and  to  6eoe- 
ral  Craufurd  I  opened  my  mind  upon  the  subject,  depre- 
cating'such  an  attack,  as  I  would  have  done  had  I  been 
sure  of  succeeding,  from  the  loss  of  lives  wliich  I  kneir 
would  occur. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  am  doubtful  how  far  the  last  part  of 
Ae  answer  siiould  be  taken  down.  I  am  inquiring  what 
passed  between  Lieutenant-Gencral  Whitelocke  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Pack;  but  any  conversation  between 
lieutenant-Colonel  Pack  and  another  officer,  cannot  well 
be  received  as  evidence  against  Lieutenant-General  White- 
locke. 

Lieutenant'Coloml  Pack, — I  should  have  thought  that 
my  first  answer  would  have  conveyed  every  thing  that  was 
necessary. 
Jugde  Advocate. — In  your  narrative,  you  stated-^"  I 
was  always  under  apprehension  that  we  were  ill  pro- 
vided with  means  equal  to  overcome  the  defences  oi  the 
place.''  I  wish  to  ask,  in  what  particulars  were  the 
troops  under  your  command  ill  provided  with  the  means 
necessary  to  ensure  success  ? 

A.  I  conceive  in  many :  in  artillery,  scaling  ladders, 
petards,  and  better  implements  for  forcing  open  houses^ 
and  wliich  I  understood  had  been  provided  before. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  the  door  of  the  convent  of  St. 
Domingo  was  broken  open  by  the  three-pounder  you  had 
with  you,  are  you  of  opinion,  that  if  more  artillery  had 
been  ordered  to  accompany  the  column,  they  would  have 
had  a  better  chance  of  success  ? 

A.  Certainly:  and  scaling  ladders  in  an  attack  of  that 
kind,  I  should  have  thought  particularly  necessary  and  de- 
sirable. 

Q.  From  what  you  saw  of  the  strength  and  means  of 
the  enemy  on  the  .llth,  arc  you  of  opinion  that  the  neces- 
sity of  your  surrender  would  have  been  prevented,  had 
you  received  that  support  from  the  reserve,  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  or 
from  the  force  under  Colonel  Mahon,  which,  from  vour 
kno\Ucd2;c  of  the  strcniyth  of  those  corps,  eitlier  of  them 
niight  have  been  able  to  afford  you,  if  so  directed? 
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A.  Certainly ;  for  a  simple  communication  of  orders 
would  have  prevented  the  catastrophe;  or  liad  the  45th 
even  acted  as  a  supporting  corps,  and  kept  up  the  com* 
munication  to  convey  them.  I  should  make  a  remark, 
tiiat  with  regard  to  the  strength  of  Colonel  Mahon's  corps, 
6r  any  reserve,  under  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  I  did 
not  then  know.  I  know,  from  mere  report,  what  Colonel- 
MiAon's  strength  was.  With  the  strength  of  either  of  the 
coips  mentioned  in  the  question  I  am  unacquainted. 

Q.  Can  you  state,  from  your  local  knowledge  of  the 
environs  of  the  town,  whether  the  army  Under  lieutenant- 
Generai  Whitelocke,  when  entire,  could  have  been  so  dis- 
posed as  to  cut  off  all  supplies  by  land  from  the  town  ? 

A.  Yes ;  I  think  it  could. 

Q.  From  your  local  knowledge  of  the  to\ra,  could  a 
communication  have  been  established  with  the  fleet,  and  a 
situation  chosen,  from  which  the  effect  of  batteries  might 
have  been  tried  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  State  what,  in  your  opinion,  that  situation  ought  t9 
have  been. 

A.  The  Plaza  dc  Tauros  I  conceived  tlie  most  com- 
manding situation ;  and  any  attack  I  could  have  been  in- 
duced to  have  made  upon  the  town,  would  only  have  been 
made  as  feints  with  a  view  of  carrying  that  one  place. 

Q.  From  your  local  knowledge,  was  tlie  situation  of  the 
Spanish  troops,  upon  the  5tli,  such  as  to  have  afforded 
them  protection  against  grape  or  carronades  of  a  heavy 
nature,  directed  against  the  town  by  sea  or  land? 

A.  I  do  not  exactly  understand  the  question.  I  think 
it  must  be  clear  to  the  Court,  that  no  attack  could  be 
made  from  the  water,  while  the  troops  were  in  the  town. 

Q.  In  order  to  explain ;  my  object  is  to  follow  it  up  by 
^Giother  question,  whether  a  combined  attack  from  ttie 
Plaza  de  Tauros  by  land,  and  the  shipping  by  sea,  would 
not  have  been  the  most  likely  way  of  succeeding.  1  think, 
in  the  answer  to  that  question,  Lieuteuant-Cdonel  Pack 
will  be  able  to  give  us  his  opinion. 

The  question  read. 
A.  I  do  not  conceive  the  shipping  could  well  iiave  been 
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t)rought  into  action  until  the  Plaza  de  Tauros  was  carried; 
That  place  certainly  would  have  prevented,  in  a  great  de^ 
gree,  the  effect  of  tlieir  fire  upon  the  Spanish  troops,  as 
they  were  posted.  From  the  land  side,  batteries  and 
heavy  ordnance  certainly  might  have  been  erected  with  ef- 
fect, ttiough  the  ground  generally  is  not  favourable,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Plaza  de  Tauros. 

Q.  Supposing  the  Plaza  de  Tauros  to  have  been  in  our 
possession,  would  it  have  been  practicable,  from  your  know- 
ledge of  the  town,  to  have  had  an  effectual  co-operation 
from  the  navy  in  the  attack  ? 

A.  Most  certainly.  I  cannot  conceive  the  towo  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  holding  out  an  hour,  with  batteries  erected 
in  the  Plaza  do  Tauros,  and  a  well-combined  attack  from 
the  navy. 

Cross-examined  hy  Lieutenant-General  JVhitelocbc. 

Had  I  not,  before  the  3d  of  July,  availed  myself,  in 
various  conversations,  of  tlie  information  afforded  by  your 
local  knowledge  of  the  country  and  inhabitants  ?. 

A.  On  the  march  from  Ensenada,  General  Whitelocke 
did  once  or  twice,  or  perhaps  oftener,  question  me  as  to 
the  route,  and  respecting  the  Rio  Chuello,  and  other 
points  connected  witli  the  march,  and  which,  generally, 
I  was  not  able  to  give  him  information  upon,  not  having 
been  in  that  part  of  tlic  country  before.  There  were  some 
points  upon  which  I  could  give  him  information.  I  do 
not  recollect  that  he  asked  me  any  questions  relative  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Buenos  Ayres,  though  1  believe  he  might 
have  got  information  respecting  tliose  on  tlie  Colonia  side 
of  the  river. 

Q.  Did  I  ever  see  you  before  you  joined  the  expedition 
at  Colonia,  after  we  had  sailed  from  Monte  Video? 

A.  Nc'v-er. 

Q.  Had  you  heard  of  the  plan  of  attack,  before  I  join- 
^  with  the  main  bodv  on  the  Sd  of  July? 

A.  Never,  in  any  way.  1  did  not  know  even  the  point 
of  debarkation,  except  by  report. 

Q.  Did  you,  at  any  one  time,  state  any  other  deficiency 
than  that  of  implements  for  forcing  of  doors,  &c. ;  and  did 
not  I,  im  mediately  order  a  search  to  be  made  for  more  of 
luch  implements  } 
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A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  did.  The  implements  a 
moDtionedy  I  always  understood  were  on  board  ship ;  and 
also  have  reason  to  know,  that  General  Whitelocke  did 
prder  such  a  search  to  be  made. 

Q.  Was  any  disapprobation  of  the  plan,  or  any  opinion 
unfavourable  to  its  ultimate  success,  though  with  los^ 
either  riven  or  stated  at  the  meeting  on  the  4tli  of  July? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  tJiat  there  was ;  tliough  some  re- 
marks were  made,  and,  I  believe,  by  myself,  which  were 
stopper]  in  the  way  I  have  mentioned.  If  I  did  not  opea 
my  mind,  and  express  disapprobation  of  tlie  attack  intend- 
ed, it  was  because  I  conceived  the  Commander  in  Chief 
had'tlie  best  possible  information  from  Sir  Samujel  Acb- 
muty,  who  had  lived  for  three  weeks  in  close  intimacy  with 
Brigadier-General  Beresford  previous  to  the  arrival  of 
Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke ;  and  I  was  impressed  with 
tlie  conviction,  that  General  Whitelocke  had  originally  in- 
tended to  act  upon  a  very  different  plan,  and  was  led  to 
adopt  the  one  I  have  mentioned  from  some  imperious  ne- 
cessity, which  I  have  never  learnt,  and  that  he  was  per- 
fectly aware  of  the  difficulties  he  must  encounter. 
Adjourned. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  DAY. 

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  29,  1808. 

Judge  Advocate. — Before  General  Whitelocke  proceed! 
'  with  his  examination  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack,  I  wish 
to  state  to  the  Court,  that  I  have  been  applied  to  by  Briga* 
dier-General  Craufurd,  to  amend  an  answer  which  he 
made  to  a  question  1  put  to  him.  He  would  have  attemU 
ed  here  this  day ;  but  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  amende 
ment  is  so  trivial,  that  his  attendance  is  not  necessary,  i 
have  communicated  to  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke 
the  alteration  proposed  to  be  made,  and  upon  which  ne 
additional  question  can  ai'ise.  The  question  is  this:  **Worfd 
not  the  operation  of  the  troops  under  your  comtnaiui  have 
been  materially  aided  by  artillery? 
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A .  '^  I  do  not  think  that  field-pieces,  taken  into  the  middle 
of  the  town,  in  the  manner  which  we  advanced  into*  it, 
ivould  have  occasioned  any  great  difference  in  the  result 
of  our  attack.  I  mean  to  state,  that  I  am  of  opinion^ 
that  cannons'  aid  in  a  different  way  would  have  been  use- 
ful. I  only  mean,  that  going  into  the  town  in  little  co« 
lumnS)  in  that  way,  it  would  not  have  made  much  differ- 
ence. Those  which  we  had,  were  of  no  use  to  us,  be- 
cause there  was  such  a  firing  that  the  men  could  not 
stand  by  them.  The  men  and  horses  of  one  were  all 
killed."  The  alteration  Brigadier-General  Craufurd  wishes 
to  make,  and  which  I  have  communicated  to  lieutenant- 
General  Whitelocke  is  this;  after  the  words,  "  I  do  not 
think  that  field-pieces  taken  into  the  middle  of  the  town, 
in  the  manner  in  which  we  advanced  into  it,  would  have 
occasioned  any  great  difference  in  the  result  of  our  attack.** 
He  wishes  to  add.  Except  as  they  might  have  been  of 
great  use  in  breaking  .open  doors. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack  called  in  again. 

The  last  question  and  ansrcer  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack's 

former  evidence  read. 

Lieittcnant'Colo7icl  Pack. — I  beg,  before  any  further 
question  is  put,  to  say,  tliat  I  did  not  conceive  that  an- 
swer was  quite  concluded.  That  question,  and  the  one 
before  it,  certainly,  as  I  take  it,  convey  ^n  idea,  tliat 
Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  Iiad  an  impression  upon 
his  mind,  that  I  was  further  consulted  than  it  appears  by 
the  evidence  I  was,  and  I  really  think  it  is  but  justice  to 
me,  that  I  should  be  permitted  to  trespass  upon  the  m- 
dulgence  of  the  Court  for  a  short  time,  to  enable  me  to 
show,  tliat  if  he  had  such  an  impression,  he  must  have 
been  deceived.  I  should  be  sorry  that  Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral  Whitelocke  should  think,  and  I  must  be  lowered  in  his 
esteem  if  he  does  think,  that  I  have  answered  any  ques- 
tion in  a  different  manner  from  what  he  expected  of  me. 
I  must,  therefore,  go  on,  and  state  w  hat  took  place  from ' 
iny  first  interview  with  General  Whitelocke,  and  then  tlie 
Court  and  the  world  will  judge  how  far  I  was  called  upon 
to  give  more  information,  m  hicii  my  local  knowledge  of 
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the  country  enabled  tne  to  do;  and  I  shaH'most  readily 
share  any  blame  that  may  be  supposed  to  attach  upon  his 
shoulders,  if  it  shall  be  tliought.that  I-ought  to  have  done 
so.  I  shall  give  no  opinion  upon  the  subject,  but  leave  it 
to  the  Court,  whether  I  could  with  propriety  have  done 
so. 

A  Member. — Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack  wishes  to  add 
something  to  his  narrative,  as  I  conceive. 

LitiUtnant-Colonel  JPack. — Yes ;  that  answer  should 
not  be  considered  as  ended.  First,  I  shall  tlirow  myself 
upon  the  judgement  of  the  Court  in  what  I  am  about  to 
state.  In  giving  my  evidence,  I  shall  be  extremely  sorry 
to  say  one  word  too  much ;  at  the  same  time  I  should  feel 
the  same  regret  in  saying  one  word  too  little. . 

Judge  Advocate. — I  think,  from  tlie  conduct  which  the 
Court  has  hitherto  pursued,  I  risk  notliing  in  stating,  that 
they  would  be  anxious,  if  Colonel  Pack  conceives  that  tlie 
answer  as  it  is  taken  down  is  not  distinctly  stated,  or  that 
the  opinion  ^vllich  he  has  given  is  liable  to  misrepresenta- 
tion, that  it  should  be  explained,  and  be  corrected  upon  the 
minutes:  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack,  therefore,  will  amend 
any  part  of  it. 

General  JVhitelocke. — I  wished  to  ask  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Pack,  if  he  heard  tlie  General  Officers  express  any 
disapprobation  of  the  plan  of  attack  on  the  4th.  That  is 
the  question  which  I  put  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack. 

A  Member. — Colonel  Paek  states,  that  expressions  un- 
favourable to  Uie  plan  dropped  from  him ;  and  that  part 
of  the  answer  I  understand  Colonel  Pack  is  anxious  to 
explain. 

Another  Member. — General  AMiitelockc  says  he  does 
not  ask  with  regard  to  the  opinion  of  the  u  itness  only, 
but  generally,  whether  the  General  Officers  expressed  any 
disapprobation  of  the  plan  of  attack,  and  not  particularly 
with  regard  to  the  opinion  of  the  witness. 

Judge  Advocate. — Tlien  the  question  does  not  apply, 
if  General  AVhitelocke  intends  it  as  a  general  question. 
Supposing  Lieutenant-C'olonel  Pack  heard  no  opinion  ex- 
pressed, except  what  lie  stated  himself,  the  question  does 
not  apply  in  th.e  way  the  General  states  it. 

2  E 
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Lieutenant'Generdl  JVhitelocke.^^l  ^ant  to  know  what 
was  said  upon  that  occasion. 

Judge  ^A?ocflAr,— What  was  said,  either  by  himself  or 
any  one  else. 

Lieiitcmfti'General  Tyhitclockc. — That  is  tlie  question 
which  I  put,  in  my  own  language,  and  ^\hich  is  not  to  be 
explained  away  by  the  prosecutor  or  any  one  eke. 

Judge  Advocate. — 1  do  not  mean  to  explain  it  away :  I 
have  read  the  question  in  the  very  precise  words  in  which 
it  was  put ;  but  when  a  sort  of  objection  is  stated,  to  al- 
lowing Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack  to  give  an  explanation  of 
Iiis  answer,  upon  the  ground  tl:iat  it  means  something  dif- 
ferent from  tiie  import  it  bears,  I  am  bound  to  interfere  in 
favour  of  the  witness,  and  to  state  that  be  is  called  upon 
to  give  an  explanation  of  the  answer  if  he  thinks  it  neces- 
sary. What  is  the  question  ? — The  question,  in  the  words 
in  which  it  is  put,  is,  **  Was  any  disapprobation  of  the 
**  plan,  or  any  opinion  unfavourable  to  its  ultimate  suc^* 
*'  cess,  though  with  loss,  either  given  or  stated,  at  the 
•^  meeting  on  the  4th  of  July?''  In  answer  to  that,  what 
does  he  state?  what  is  the  substance  of  that  answer? 
That  he  did  not  hear  any  otlier  expressions  unfavourable 
to  the  plan,  except  what  dropped  from  him;  but  ujK)n 
being  asked  whether  he  heard  any  opinion  given  which 
wus  unfavourable,  lie  certainly  heard  his  own,  and  he 
would  not  have  been  giving  a  proper  answer,  if  he  had 
not  stated  what  that  opinion  was. 

Licutenant'Colonel  Pack. — That  is  not  it  exactly:  I 
wish  the  Court,  and  Lieutenant-Gcneral  Whitelocke  par- 
ticularly, to  be  inj[)ressed  with  the  idea,  that  if  I  did  not 
give  opinions  then,  it  was  not  from  a  kind  feeling  towards 
him;  but  I  did  not  state  it,  because  I  tbouglit  I  had  no 
opportunity  of  doing  so,  'and  that  it  would  have  been  pre- 
sumption in  me  to  have  obtruded  myself  upon  his  atten- 
tion. It  was  in  a  way  in  whicli  I  could  not  have  obtruded 
myself  on  his  attention. 

Jjtutenant 'General  JV/iitehcLe. — Is  that  the  whole  of 
*  what  vou  meant  to  observe  ? 

A.  Ves,  it  is,  it  that  is  sufficient;  but  it  is  not  the 
t\li()le  of  what  1  have  to  observe,  if  it  is  not:  because  I 
:^iiuuld  s^o  back  to  the  iJi>t  interview  which  I  had  ^vkb 
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General  Wiiitelocke,  and  state  all  that  took  place  after- 
wards. I  should  be  very  brief,  and  it  would  put  the 
Court  in  (x>ssession  of  all  tiie  information  upon  the  sub- 
ject I  stood  in  a  very  delicate  situation,  having  been  s&« 
cond  in  command  to  Brigadier-General  Beresford.  After 
13  months'  anxious  thought  upon  the  subject,  and  in  pos- 
tession  of  the  whole  of  Brigadier-General  Beresford's 
ideas  upon  the  subject  and  my  own  too,  I  must  have 
formed  strong  opinions. 

A  Member. — Wliat  I  understand  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Pack  to  h^ve  said  is  this :  he  did  not  say  whether  he  had, 
or  not,  been  consulted,  but  he  stated  fairly  what  had 
passed. 

Judge  Advocate. — ^The  qujsstion  is  not  whether  he  was 
consulted,  but  was  any  disapprobation  of  the  plan,  or  any 
opinion  unfavourable  to  its  ultimate  success,  though  with 
loss,  either  given  or  stated  at  the  meeting  on  the  4th  of 
July. 

A  Member. — I  understand  Colonel  Pack  to  say,  that 
he  had  stated  all  tiiat  passed,  and  he  leaves  it  to  the 
Court  to  judge  what  inference  is  to  be  drawn  firom  it.  I 
take  it,  the  Court  only  wants  to  know  the  opinion  he  gave, 
and  not  the  opinions  which  he  did  not  give:  he  might 
have  had  a  great  many  opinions.  I  suppose  this  Court 
has  nothing  to  do  with  any  but  tliose  which  he  actually 
gave.  If  Colonel  Pack  had  opinions  which  he  would 
nave  given  to  Creneral  Whitelocke  if  he  had  been  asked 
for  them,  yet  if  he  did  not  give  them,  I  conceive  the 
Court  has  nothing  to  do  with  it.  He  has  said,  that  he 
Had  a  short  conversation  with  Lieutenant-General  Wliite* 
locke  which  was  interrupted,  and  therefore  he  did  not  say 
what  he  otherwise  would  have  said.  A  little  time  after 
he  had  another  conversation  with  General  Whitelocke^ 
and  in  stating  those  two  facts,  he  has  told  every  conversa'- 
tion  he  had  with  General  Whitelocke. 

A7ioth€r  Member. — I  rather  think  Colonel  Pack  is  ask- 
€d,  whether  he  had  ever  been  consulted. 

Jtidge  Advocate. — Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  has 
l^anded  in  this  paper^  which  I  will  read. 
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"  The  prosecutor  is  mistaken  in  supposing  (hat  an  ob- 
"  jection  of  any  sort  is  taken  to  what  Colonel  Pack  has 
**  said  or  wishes  to  sav.  Lieutenant-General  Wliitelocke 
**  wished  only  to  know  what  passed  at  that  meeting,  and 
**  that  his  question  might  tlieretbrc  be  so  understood.  It 
*'  is  for  the  Court  to  sav  whether  they  wish  to  hear  Colo* 
"  nel  Pack.  General  Whitclockc  only  wished  to  do  away 
*'  the  impression  that  seemed  to  be  on  Colonel  Packs 
'*  mind,  that  Lieutenant-General  White^ocke  was  dissa- 
*^  tisfied,  or  might  be  so,  witli  his  answers."  I  have 
no  observation  to  make  upon  this,  except  that  it  ap» 
peai's  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack  has  not  given  that  sort 
of  answer  wliich  is  satisfactory  to  his  own  mind,  and  tliat 
the  Court  wishes  him  to  amend  it  if  he  tliinks  it  ne- 
cessary. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack. — If  General  Wliitelocke  has 
not  an  impression  on  his  mind  that  I  had  an  opportunity 
or  could  have  given  information  which  I  did  not,  I  aip  sa- 
tisfied. 

Jtidge  Advocate. — Am  I  to  understand  that  Lieute- 
jiant-Colonel  Pack  does  not  wish  to  amend  his  answer. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack. — If  General  Wliitelocke  b 
satisfied,  I  must  be  so.  I  have  only  to  remark,  with  re- 
gard to  my  former  evidence,  which  has  occurred  to  me 
since,  that  being  so  particular  in  my  statement  witli  re- 
gard to  Urigadier-Gciieral  Craufurd  having  given  advice, 
which,  if  followed,  as  circumstances  turned  out,  would 
have  been  favourable,  it  may  appear  as  if  I  wished  to  take 
credit  for  doing  so.  It  is  quite  the  contrary ;  and  if  the 
circumstances  are  taken  into  consideration,  tliey  will  show 
that  I  had  no  wish  to  take  any  merit  to  myself.  I  felt  a 
conviction,  from  my  local  knowledge  and  experience,  so 
strongly  of  the  propriety  of  acting  as  I  advised,  that, 
though  aware  it  was  the  most  delicate  step  a  soldier  could 
take,  I  gave  luy  opinion  to  him  freely,  as  a  stranger  woukl 
liave  asked  it,  and  I  did  not  condemn  him,  because  if  he 
(lid  not  feel  the  same  conviction  that  I  did,  he  could  not 
have  followed  it. 
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Questions  by  General  IFfiitelocke. 

What  would  have  been  the  consequence  to  the  prison* 
crs  of  the  renewal  of  the  attack  upon  the  town,  eitl^r  by 
the  same  means,  or  bombardment,  or  otherwise  ? 

A.  1  think  a  bombardment  of  the  town  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  must  certainly  have  endangered,  and  very  strongly, 
the  lives  of  the  prisoners ;  but  I  do  not  think,  as  I  stated 
almost  immediately  when  General  Whitelocke  asked  me  a 
similar  question,  that  the  lives  of  the  prisoners  would  have 
been  endangered  from  the  inhabitants :  1  do  not  believe 
that  the  inhabitants  would  have  put  them  to  deatli.  At 
the  same  time  there  are.  others,  whose  judgement  per- 
haps is  better  than  mine,  who  were  of  a  dilferent  opinion: 

Q.  Look  at  that  letter,  and  state,  whether  that  is  or  not 
a  copy  of  tlie  letter  wtiich  you  wrote  to  General  White- 
locke on  the  subject. 

A.  It  is ;  and  it  is  on  the  recollection  that  I  wrote  that 
letter  that  I  .went  specially  to  him  and  delivered  my 
opinion,  that  the  lives  of  the  prisoners  were  not  in  danger 
from  the  iniiabitants.  > 

Q.  Did  you  personally  see  me  ? 

A.  Yes,  personally,  and  explained  to  you. 

Q.  Is  that  a  letter  written  to  Lieutenant-General 
Whitelocke  ? 

A.  It  is  a  letter  wrote  for  General  Whitelocke,  but  not 

to  him. 

The  letter  read  as  follozo^: 
Sir, 
It  is  my  decided  opinion,  that  a  bombardment  of  the  towD 
•f  Buenos  Ayres  would  have  been  attended  with  fatal  consc- 
iences to  the  British  prisoners. 

I  have  the  honour  to  oe,  your  most  obedient  faithful  servant, 

D.  PACK, 
Lieut.  Col.  Tlst  Regt. 
To  Lieut.  Gen.  Whitelocke,  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  British  forces  in  South  America. 

• 

Judge  Advocate. — Be  so  good  as  to  state  9gaiq  wh^t 
you  have  just  now  said  to  tlie  Court. 

A.  General  Wliitelocke,  on  the  morning  after  I  came 
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to  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  asked  my  opinion  on  the  subject 
of  the  preceding  question,  and  whether  I  had  any  objec* 
tion  to  give  him  that  opinion  in  writing.  I  said,  No,  cer- 
tainly not ;  but  at  the  time  of  writing  it,  seeing  other  opi- 
nionSy  stating  that  the  lives  of  the,  prisoners  would  have 
been  much  endangered  from  the  exasperated  state  of  mind 
of  the  inhabitants,  if  any  renewal  of  tlie  attack  took  place, 
I  thought,  in  candour,  that  I  owed  it  to  myself  personalty 
to'  apprise  General  Whitelocke,  that  my  opinion  solely  al* 
luded  to  the  bombardment. 

Q.  Was  that  letter  written  bv  the  desire  of  General 
Whitelocke  ? 

A.  I  stated  so« 

Q.  You  stated  it  was  written  for  General  Whitelocke ; 
was  that  letter  which  you  acknowledge,  written  at  thq 
desire  of  General  Whitelocke  ? 

A.  Certainly. 

Q.  The  date  is  the  8th  ? 

A.  It  was  written  the  morning  after  I  got  to  the  Plaza 
de  Tauros. 
-    Q.  The  morning  alter  the  treaty  ? 

A.  1  do  not  know  whether  tlie  treaty  was  then  signed 
or  not. 

Judge  Adv<)cate, — T  shall  show  it  was  written  after  the 
treaty,  which  is  dated  tlie  7th,  and  which  I  am  about  to 
put  in. 

Q.   Was  it  after  the  excliange  of  prisoners? 

A.  Yes,  it  was  after  I  had  been  exchanged.  I  beg  to 
remark,  tliat  I  had  in  my  perfect  recollection,  when  the 
question  was  asked  me,  theo|)inion  I  iiad  given.  1  did  not 
avoid  stating  that,  perliaps  my  opmion  was  different  from 
others  of  better  judo;enicnt;  because  I  have  entertained 
that  opinion  at  other  times,  when  those  well  acquainted 
with  the  subject;  entertained  a  different  one. 

Quest wvs  hi  the  Court. 

Is  tliere  any  thm^  so  peculiarly  bad  in  thp  climate  of 
Buenos  Avres  at  the  season  of  ihc  year  when  von  were 
before  it,  as  to  render  it  very  inconvenient  for  troops  to 
keep  the  field? 

A.   I  cnteitaincd  and  expressed  tliC  greatest  apprehen- 
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ision  on  account  of  the  weather;  and  certainly  had  I  given 
an  opinicm  previous  to  the  army  disembarking,  it  would 
have  been,  to  have  waited  till  a  more  favourable  opportu* 
nity.  There  is  nothing  in  the  climate  so  bad  dft  any  time 
as  to  prevent  troops  keeping  the  field ;  but  there  are  parti- 
cular periods  when  there  falls  a  deluge  of  rain,  one  of 
which  was  just  then  approaching. 

.    Q.  Is  tlie  climate  the  same  in  the  river  Rio  Plata,  a$ 
it  is  in  the  same  latitude  on  the  opposite  shore  upon  the  ' 
coast  of  Africa  ? 

A.  It  is  exactly  the  same. 

Q.  How  soon  did  the  rain  set  in  at  Buenos  Ayres  last 
July? 

A,  There  was  very  heavy  rain,  I  think,  on  the  night  of 
the  2d,  and  the  morning  of  the  3d ;  but  it  did  not  con** 
tinuie  so  long  as  it  usually  does  at  that  period  of  the  year : 
it  generally  sets  in  at  the  new  moon,  about  the  520th  of 
June,  There  w^as  a  question  put,  whether  the  letter  wa» 
written  by  the  desire  of  General  Whitelocke?  I  should 
wish  to  answer  it  in  these  terms,  At  his  request. 

Q.  Supposing  the  post  of  Colonia  had  been  retained^ 
might  not  a  sufficient  number  of  cattle  have  been  cUlect^ 
to  have  supplied  the  army  before  Buenos  Ayres  &ir  % 
given  time? 

A.  Yes, 

The  uitness  xcithdrav. 

Judge  Advocate.-^l  wish  now  to  put  in  two  pieces  of 
evidence  wliich  must  appear  upon  the  minutes.  One  is  t 
letter  w  ritten  to  General  Liniers,  upon  the  6th  of  July ; 
and  the  next  is  a  copy  of  the  treaty  which  appeared  in  tbe 
Gazette.  I  produce  copies  from  the  originals  in  the  Se** 
cretary  of  State's  office,  sent  by  General  Whitelocke. 

Sir,  Plaza  de  Tauros,  6th  July,  1 807. 

I  have  the  honour  to  state  to  you,  that  when  I  received  your 
letter,  I  was  just  setting  off  for  this  place ;  and  presume,  by  the 
rccommenceincnt  of  your  fire  of  artillery,  that  you  are  not  dis- 
posed to  agree  to  the  cessation  of  arms  which  I  proposed. 

Feeling  so  sensibly  as  I  do  for  the  suflFeriugs  ofthe  unfortunate 
men  who,  having  been  wounded,  may  want  relief,  Ijpropose  to 
you  that  all  firing  should  ceune  whilst  I  send  an-emcer  to  yea 
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of  rank,  Major-Gencral  Levison  Gower,  who  will  explain  the 
terms  on  which  I  propose  to  meet  the  views  expressed  in  your 
letter. 

^      JOHN  WHITELOCKE. 

The  Treaty^  dated  the  7th  of  July^   was  read.     (Sec 

Appendix). 

The  Honourable  Lieutenant'Colonel  Henry  Cadogan  sworn. 

The  third  charge  was  read. 
Examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  I  believe  you  commanded  a  division  of  the  left  wing 
of  the  light  brigade  on  the  day  of  the  attack  on  BucDM 
Ay  res. 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Describe  the  operations  of  the  division  under  your 
command,  from  the  period  at  which  you  first  separated 
from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack,  during  the  remainder  of 
the  day  of  attack. 

A.  i  proceeded  as  far  as  the  west  side  of  the  buildings 
of  the  Jesuits'  College  without  any  considerable  loss  of 
men;  when,  in  bringing  up  the  light  3-pounder  which  was 
attached  to  my  column,  in  order  to  force  an  entrance  into 
the  principal  gateway,  the  enemy  suddenly  appeared  in 
great  numbers  at  every  window  and  at  tlic  top. of  tliis 
building,  and  from  thie  barracks,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  street,  and  at  the  end  of  the  street,  Mith  some 
ordnance.  On  a  sudden  the  whole  of  the  leading  com- 
pany of  my  column,  and  every  man  and  horse  at  the  gun 
were  killed  or  disabled.  It  was  absolutely  impossible  to 
possess  ourselves  of  this  very  eligible  situation,  and  equally 
impossible  to  penetrate  further  up  the  street.  I  was  there* 
fore  necessarily  obliged  to  fall  back,  and  throw  myself, 
with  about  140  men,  into  a  house  about  140  yards  re- 
moved from  the  Jesuits'  College^i  The  remaining  part  of 
the  colunm  dispersed  into  several  houses  adjoining,  and 
those  wlio  were  unable  to  enter,  were  generally  killed  or 
wounded.  After  ijaving  held  some  conference  with  Colo- 
nel Pack,  respecting  my  remaining  in  so  bad  a  post,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  detach  an  officer  and  ten  men  tp 
communicate  with  General  Craufurd's  column,  respecting 
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fte  post  I  then  occupied,  and  the  consequences  whicK 
might  result  from  his  approaching  the  town  in  the  same 
manner.  I  have  since  learnt  that  every  man  of  this  de- 
tachment was  either  killed  or  wounded  in  opening  thb 
communication,  and  that  the  officer  with  great  difficulty 
escaped.  I  defended  this  post  for  nearly  three  hours, 
with  the  loss  of  a  serjeant  and  14  men  killed,  five  officers 
and  8*2  men  wounded.  An  officer,  from  the  enemy  then 
appeared  with  a  flag  of  truce,  which  I  conceived  couM 
have  no  other  object  than  an  otFer  to  surrender  the  troops 
which  had  been  immediately  opposed  to  mc;  and  having 
consulted  the  other  officers  ot  my  division,  I  agreed  to 
give  them  a  parley.  The  firing  from  the  top  of  my  post 
was  necessarily  ordered  to  cease,  and  availing  themselves 
of  this  circumstance,  the  enemy  poured  in  numbers  round 
my  post;  when,  finding  that  from  the  few  men  I  had  left; 
effective,  and  tlie  overpowering  numbers  of  the  enemy, 
that  any  further  resistance  was  vain,  I  surrendered  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  rest  of  the  officers.  Myself  and 
the  other  officers  were  inarched,  under  an  escort,-  to  the 
fort,  and  the  men,  who  were  able  to  leave  the  house,  vvcre 
c^iried  off  to  some  prison. 

Q.  Can  you  state  the  original  strength  of  your  divi- 
sion ? 

A.  It  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  state  that  accurately, 
from  the  circumstance  of  the  tail  of  our  column  not  being 
suflieiently  up  at  the  end  of  the  street,  from  the  extreme 
badness  of  tJie  roads,  and  the  impediment  tiie  gun  had 
created ;  but  I  should  conceive  we  had  pretty  well  up  in 
the  column,  when  I  was  at  the  Jesuits'  College,  to  the 
amount  of  250  men,  140  of  which  only  I  was  able  to  get 
into  the  house ;  it  would  not  hold  more.  The  rest  I  was 
obliged  to  desire  to  disperse,  and  get  into  any  Other  houses 
and  protect  their  persons  as  well  as  they  could. 

Q.  Does  that  number  of  250  include  the  artillery  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  AVhat  number  of  artillerymen  were  ther.e  attached 
to  the  gun  that  aocompanicd  your  column  ? 

A.  I  think  there  were  a  sorjeant  and  four  men,  beside 
the  three  gun-drivers. 

Q.  State,  as  accurately  as  you  can,  the  numherg  ip 
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vour  division  whkh  remained  alive  at  tlie  dme  of  ydur 
iiurrendCT  ? 

A,  1  can  only  answer  as  to  the  post  occupied ;  dcductr 
inp,  the  killed  and  wounded  from  them,  tliere  wpre  abput 
40  men  able  to  march  :  there  were  1 5  killed.  • 

Q.  At  what  time  did  vou  surrender? 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  about  eleven. 

T/ic  xciincss  rcithdrcxv. 

LkutenaiU'Coloncl  Jlllliam  Guard  sa^orn. 

The  third  charge  Ttas  read. 

Edainincd  hi/  the  Judge  Advocate. 
Q.  Did  you  command   the  4jth  regiment  on  the  5tli 


of  July? 

A.  I  did.  ^ 

Q.  Describe  tlie  operations  of  that  regiment  from  the 
period  at  wliich  you  commenced  your  marcn  in  the  morning 
till  the  time  when  you  gave  the  command,  which  I  believe 
you  did,  to  Major  K  ichols ;  and  state  the  operations  of  that 
division  with  which  you  marched  from  the  Residentia,  till 
the  period  of  your  junction  with  Brigadier-General  Crau- 
furd. 

A.  Having  previously  occupied  the  roads,  by  which 
we  were  to  enter  tlic  town,  I  moved  forward  at  day- 
break, in  the  morning  of  tlic  ;5th  of  July,  with  the  43th 
regiment  in  two  columns,  consisting  each  of  four  tompanies, 
retaining  the  coujmand  of  the  right  wing  myself,  while, 
the  left  was  under  the  direction  of  i\f  ajor  IS'ichols.  Hav- 
ing proceeded  al)()ut  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  the  columns 
mot  together,  in  consequence  of  the  junction  of  the  two 
roads,  and  I  was  under  the  necessity,  in  conformity 
with  my  orders,  to  make  si  considerable  detour  to  my 
riulit,  hv  which  means  I  did  not  reach  the  Residentia,  the 
post  I  was  ordered  to  occupy,  until  three  or  four  minutes 
after  the  left  wing,  under  the  command  of  Major  Nichols, 
whom  I  lonnd  in  tlie  act  of  breaking  o}>cn  the  doors  of 
that  building.  My  loss  in  reaching  that  post  was  but 
trifling,  having  three  men  only  killed.  Perceiving  some 
hou^es  in  the  vicinity,  and  nearer  the  banks  of  the  rivcr^ 
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which  I  considered  it  advisable  to  possess  myself  of,  I 
moved  forward  with  my  wing,  and  selecting  tliree  of  tlienii 
left  a  company  in  each,  and  returned  to  the  Residentin 
with  the  prenadiers.     Hearing  a  considerable  firing  on  our 
left,  I  desired  Major  Nichols  to  make  the  necfessary  ar- 
rangements for  the  occupation  of  the  Residentia,  and  ac- 
quamted  him  that  1  Avould  take  the  grenadier  company 
with  me  and  reconnoitre  the  position  of  Brigadier-Genei*al 
Craufiird's  brigade,  and   return  to  him  immediately.     I 
accordingly  returned  by  tlic  street  by  which  I  had  entered 
the  town,  and  turninjr  to  my  right,  I  came  into  one  whicU 
led  directly  towards  the  great  square,  and  proceeded  about 
30  or  40  yards,  when  I  came  to  a  very  large  house  which  I 
thought  it  would  be  prudent  to  occupy  with  a  .small  detach* 
ment.  I  therefore  proceeded  to  break  open  the  door ;  but; 
finding  it  very  difficult  to  effect,  I  sent  back  my  Adjutant 
with  a  few  file  to  the  Residentia,  foi*  the  purpose  of  ob-> 
teining  the  assistance  of  tools  which  were  left  there.    He 
bad  scarcely  returned,  when  I ,  was  joined  by  a  piquet  oC 
the  re^ment  wbicli  had  missed  xne  in  the  morning,  an^ 
had  entered  the  town  with  tlie  light  battalion,  the  officer 
commanding  which  brought  me  General  Cranfurd's  orders 
to  charge  down  the  street  with  the  grenadier  s  compaBy^ 
supported  by  the  piquet.     I  accordingly  did  so^  and  met 
for  some  litde  time  with  no  other  opposition  than  the  dis- 
charge of  a  heavy  piece  of  ordnance  twice,  which  wa^ 
posted  at  the  upper  end  of  the  street     As  I  advanced, 
however,  to^vards  the  centre  of  the  town,  I  found  the  tops 
of  the  houses  crowded  with  the  enemy,  and  they  opened  a 
smart  fire  of  musketry  on  us  as  we  passed.     When  I  had 
Tot  about  liaif  a  mile,  finding  the  men  considerably  out  of 
)reath,  and  that  great  difficulty  occurred  in  our  movinj^ 
forwaixl,  from  the  increased  fire,  I  drew  oft'  my  men  itito 
a  street  on  my  riifht,  and  seeing  Colonel  Pack,  with  souiC 
of  the  lij^ht  battalion  approaching  towards  the  church  of 
St.  Domingo,   1  crossed  the  street  on  purpose  to  consult 
him,  as,  from  his  local  knowledge,  he  was  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  our  situation  as  to  the  practicability  of  any 
further  advance  tlirough  the  street  leadinj^  towiinh  the 
square.    He  told  me  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  ta 
reach  the  square   wiriiout  the  loss  of  tlie  greater  part  of 
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iny  detachment;  I  tlierefore  returned  to  it,  and  found 
Brigadier-General  Craufurd  with  several  companies  of 
light  infantry  and  riflemen,  together  with  a  field-pieoe,  in 
the  same  street  with  my  men. 

Q.  I  believe  von  remained  under  Brigadier-General 
Craufurd's  orders  for  the  remainder  of  that  day. 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  From  whom,  and  at  what  time,  did  you  receive  orders 
to  possess  the  Residentia  ? 

A.  On  the  4th,  from  General  Gowcr,  as  well  as  I  can 
recollect,  I  received  mv  instructions. 

Q.  Were  those  orders  included  in  the  original  plan  ef 
attack,  or  were  they  conmiuuicated  to  the  officer  leading 
the  columns  to  your  left,  whose  operations  would  naturally 
be  connected  with  yours? 

A.  They  were  not  included  in  tlie  general  instructions, 
they  were  given  me  verbally.  1  have  no  knowledge  as  to 
the  communication  being  made  to  any  officer  who  com- 
nianded  the  columns  on  my  left. 

Q.  At  what  hour  did  you  arrive  at  the  Residentia,  as 
accurately  as  you  can  state  ? 

A.  A  bout' 7  o'clock,  as  near  as  I  can  guess. 

Q.  Describe  the  position  and  strength  of  the  Resi- 
dentia. 

A.  It  appeared  to  mc  to  be  a  very  strong  building ;  but, 
as  I  did  not  enter  it,  I  cannot  give  a  very  accurate  descrip- 
tion of  it 

Q.  How  soon  did  you  march  with  the  grenadiers  to 
form  a  junction  with  Brigadier-General  Craufurd  after 
your  arrival  r 

A.  Immediately  on  my  arrival,  after  taking  possession 
of  the  three  houses  before  mentioned :  I  had  no  intention 
of  joininuj  General  Craufurd  till  I  received  his  orders  to 
-that  effect. 

Q.  Had  von  received  anv  orders  from  or  thron2h 
Lieutenant-Cieneral  Whitclocke,  as  to  the  future  operations 
of  the  regiment  under  your  command,  after  having  taken 
possession  of  the  Residenlia? 

A.  I  did  not  receive  any  orders :  I  conceived  that  wc 
were  to  maintain  that  post 
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Questions  by  Lieut enayit-Geiieral  JVhitelocke. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  my  having  asked  your  opinion,  after 
your  release  on  the  8tli,  as  to  the  truth  of  the  representa 
tions  that  had  been  made  to  me  relative  to  the  situation  of 
tlie  prisoners,  and  the  danger  to  wliich  they  wotild  be  ex- 
posed from  the. exasperated  state  of  the  uihabitants,  had 
the  town  been  bombarded  ? 

A.  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  did  ask  me  my 
opinion,  and  I  gave  it,  that  tlie  prisoners  would  liave  beea 
ill  a  very  dangerous  situation. 

Q.  Is  this  the  copy  of  the  opinion  you  gave  to  Lieute 
iiant^General  M'hitelocker 

jV.  I  have  the  original  in  my  pocket ;  this  is  a  copy. 

Letter  read  asfolloxcs : 

Sir,  July  8,  1807. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiries  this  morning,  I  cannot  have  the 
least  hesitation  m  declaring,  that  it  is  my  opinion,  ;is  well  from 
what  I  saw  as  from  the  reports  I  heard  while  I  was  a  prisoner 
with  the  enemy,  that  had  the  town  been  bombarded  subsequent 
to  our  capture,  so  little  were  the  troops  of  the  enemy  or  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  under  control  of  their  officers,  that  the 
British  prisoners  would  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  such  a 
measure. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  hunible  servant, 

\VM.  GUARD 
Lieut  Col.  commanding  the  45th  Regt 
Lieut.  Gen.  Whitelocke,  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  Forces  in  J;fouth  America,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

The  icitness  icithdrexc. 

Lieute)}ant'Colonel  Nichols  called  in  again. 
The  third  charge  was  read. 

m  * 

Examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate, 

Q.  You  commanded,  I.  believe,  tlie  left  wing  of  the 
45th  regiment  on  the  day  of  attack. 
•    A.  I  did. 
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Q.  Describe  the  operations  of  that  vting  from  the  tim6 
at  which  you  separated  from  the  right  wing  till  the  period 
of  your  arrival  at  the  Rcsidentia,  and  all  tliat  passed  from 
that  time  till  you  evacuated  that  post. 

A.  The  wings  of  the  regiment  never  joined  until  the  ar- 
rival of  both  at  the  Residentia.  Of  the  operations  till  the 
Xiiiddle  of .  the  following  day,  the  6th,  my  public  letter  to 
General  Wbitelocke  will  give  an  account  I  have  got  m 
copy  of  that  letter. 

Judge  Advocate. — If  Major  Nichol's  giving  tbid  letter 
in  as  part  of  his  narrative,  is  not  objected  to  by  General 
Wbitelocke,  tliere  is  no  objection  to  its  being  now  read  as 
the  answer  to  the  question. 

A.  As  far  as  it  relates  to;  it  does  not  take  up  the 
mhole  of  the  time :  it  was  written  in  the  middle  of  the  6th. 

It  was  read  as  follows : 

Copy  of  an  qflUdal  report  made  by  Major  Nichols^  of  the 
A5th  regimentyofthe  operations  of  thai  corps  on  the  5th 
and  morning  qftke  6th  of  July  ^  1807- 

Sir, 

According  to  the  orders  received,  I  occupied  the  Residentia 
de  Burboiies  before  the  advance  of  the  right  column  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Guard,  who,  on  finding  that,  advanced 
rapidly  with  the  grenadiers  up  the  Calli  de  with  an  in- 

tention of  coniiiuinicating  with  Brigadier-General  Craufurd, 
from  whence  I  awaited  his  return. 

I  possessed  myself,  in  a  very  short  time,  of  all  the  adjoining 
houses  of  consequence,  and  cleared  all  around  me  of  armed  sol- 
diers, though  much  annoyed  at  times  by  snipers. 

I  awaited  with  anxietv  the  return  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Guard,  or  some  orders  trom  General  Craufurd.  These  events 
not  occurrintr,  and  the  Calli  de  being  occupied  in 

great  force  by  the  enemy,  I  judged  it  consonant  to  my  orders 
to  protect  the  right  flank  of  our  army,  by  stationing  my  seven 
couipiinies  in  the  Residentia,  which  is  a  very  large  building 
and  completely  commands  the  principal  retreat  in  this  quarter* 

I  Iiad  a  hope  that  we  should  have  joined  some  other  columns, 

1)articularly  as  at  noon  yesterday  an  union  was  hoisted  on  a 
arge  building  1  or  800  yards  in  our  front:  to  this  I  did  not  ad- 
vance, as  they  appeared  to  retain  their  position  very  well,  and 
our  colours  being  in  view,  they  could  nave  retired,  if  neces^ 
sary ,  under  the  protection  of  tKib  column.     To  my  great  mor- 
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titfication  that  colour  was  withdrawn  about  three  P,  IVf.  and  has 
not  flown  in  our  view  since. 

This  morning  dl  intercourse  has  been  much  more  difficult, 
and  the  enemy  had  pressed  more  upon  us,  but  always  retreatea 
before  our  parties. 

Yesterday  we  took  possession  of  two  brass  four-pounders 
tfpiked,  but  the  ammunition  I  have  hickiiy  procured,  and  shall^ 
I  believe,  have  them  drilled  this  morning. 

Captain  Whittinp;bam  arrived  to  day  with  the  40  {jr^nadier* 
about  one  o'clock  P.  M.  and  whilst  in  communication  with  Ma- 
jor Tolley  and  myself,  the  discharge  of  a  piece  of  cannon  an- 
nounced the  approach  of  a  body  of  the  enemy  which  was  very 
soon  after  made  certain  by  messages  from  tne  advanced  post 
under  Captain  Drew's  command. 

The  pi(|uet  flew  to  arms,  and  the  reserve  followed  with  great 
alacrity  :  m  ten  minutes  from  their  discharge  we  charged  them 
in  columns  of  sections,  and  sustained  but  very  little  loss  in  cap- 
turing the  two  brass  six  and  a  half  inch  howitzers  with  which 
they  were  rapidly  advancini^.  Following;  somewhat  further  wo 
secured  their  limbers,  with  which  we  leisurely  retired  to  the 
Residentia.  One  of  those  pieces  being  hastily  spiked,  I  hopa 
to  drill  it  before  morning. 

The  men  have  behaved  like  Britons ;  and,  your  Excellency 
may  rely  on  it,  will  continue  to  do  so. 

Our  loss  is  very  trifling ;  in  all  but  seven  or  eiglit  killed,  in- 
cluding some  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Guard's  column,  as  many 
wounded,  and  five  missing. 

^  Major  Tolley  led  us  on  in  very  excellent  style :  my  disposi* 
tions  have  beentheresultof  our  joint  opinions,  and  we  have  no 
doubt  of  being  able  to  retain  this  important  situation  during 
your  Excellency's  pleasure. 

By  foraging  I  have  most  easily  subsisted  my  men ;  and  I 
have  enough  for  two  days  for  those  under  my  command* 
Our  only  want  is  an  artillery  officer,  and  a  few  men  to  use  the 
cannon,  with  which  we  can  completely  command  the  beach  and 
streets,  or  perhaps  assist  in  any  attack  which  your  Excellency 
may  direct  against  the  fort. 

1  should  not  have  written  one  line  on  these  subjects,  had  not 
Captain  Whittingham  particularly  rec^ucsted  it.  I  trust  your 
Excellency  will  excuse  the  lenjrtfi  of  this  detail. 

The  enemy  have  lost  in  all,  in  this  quarter,  from  50  to  100 
men ;  and  humanity  has  induced  our  men  to  make  some  pri- 
soners. 

Major  Tolley  and  myself  have  held  very  frequent  conversa- 
tions as  to  advancing ;  but,  from  the  uncertainty  as  to  Briga** 
dier-General  Craufurd's  situation,  the  enemy's  force,  the 
streets  being  hnetl,  tlie  weakness  and  lowness  of  the  intermedin 
ate  buildings,  with  tlw  great  strength  of  the  large  churches. 
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we  have  not  yet  thought  it  advisable  to  quit  this  post,  \vhi«k 
would  not  be  tenable,  in  our  opinion,  if  thus  abandoned  by  the 
chief  part  of  this  division. 

I  have  the  lionour  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant; 
(Signed)  J.  MCHOLS, 

Major  45th  llegt 
Kcsidcntia,  July  8,  J  807. 
His  Kxcelicncy  Lieut.  Gen.  ^Vhiteloc^:^^, 
Commander  of  the  ForceS;  &c.  &.c.  &j. 

Jt/di^c  ytdcocoic. — In  order  to  connect  vonr  evidence 
with  the  letter  uhich  has  just  been  read,  I  rnust  ask  you, 
whether  that  letter  ^va^  the  one  which  vou  delivered  to 
Captain  A\'liittingliam,  to  rcjK;:t  to  Lieutenant-Gcneral 
"W'hitelocke  about  two  o'clock  on  the  (Jth? 

A.  It  is  a  copy  of  that  letter.  Captain  Wliittingham 
oftcrcd  to  leave  the  -lOth  grenadiers  \\\\h  me;  but  I  de- 
clined it,  :.>  I  thought  it  was  of  more  importance  tliat  he 
should  tret  safelv  back  to  General  Whitelocke  with  the  in- 
telliijencc  which  he  liad  been  able  to  collect  of  the  situa« 
tion  of  afliura  in  our  quarter.  In  about  half  an  hour  after 
his  departure,  the  enemy  collecte^d  again,  and  seemed  to 
threaten  a  second  atliick ;  but  their  own  cannon  being  dis- 
charged upon  thcMu,  they  retired.  About  four  in  the 
morning  (jcnernl  Cower  sent  uj)  two  lines  to  inform  me 
that  hoLNtiiitics  luid  been  suspended  till  further  orders. 
About  eleven  o'clock  (kneral  Craul'urd  came  with  a  simi- 
lar notiiieation.  I  wished  to  luive  Mome  private  conversa- 
tion with  lirigadier-General  Cr;aifnrd,  as  to  our  situation 
altogether;  but  the  General  thought  it  would  be  looked 
upon  as  injproper  by  General  KIlio,  the  Spanish  Ge- 
neral, w!io  Mas  with  him.  J  therefore  remained  in  ig- 
norance all  that  night,  of  the  unlbrtunate  turn  that  our 
matters  had  taken.  The  next  njorning,  on  the  7th, 
bein^i;  deprived  of  the  means  that  I  had  hitherto  used  of 
feedintr  the  men,  Major  Tolley  and  mvsclf  thought  it  ad- 
visable  to  make  a  demand  from  General  Liniers  of  the 
quantity  of  pro\ isior.s  we  re(|uired;  as  a  reason  for  which, 
I  told  (General  Liniers,  in  the  note  I  sent  to  him,  that  it 
wav  possible,  if  1  sent  out  any  of  my  men  to  procure  pro- 
visions from  the  adjoinhig  houses,  that  the  troops  on  both 
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sides  might  come  to  bloodshed  again,  that  quarrels  would 
have  arisen  between  the  troops.  I  stated  my  numbers  at  one 
half  more  than  I  had,  600  instead  of  400,  and  received,  in 
reply,  a  promise  that  they  should  be  sent ;  however,  none 
were  received,  except  a  very  small  proportion,  which  was 
given  to  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  Spaniards  as  well  as 
our  own,  till  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  a  consi- 
derable supply  of  bread  arrived  under  charge  of  Captain 
Baker,  I  think,  of  the  9th  light  dragoons.  In  tiie  course 
of  the  day,  about  three  o'clock,  I  think,  I  received  a  letter 
from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Torrens,  the  Military  Secretary, 
desiring  me  to  halt  upon  such  ground  as  I  might  occupy 
upon  the  receipt  of  it  till  further  orders :  I  had  also  four 
communications  ordering  me  to  prevent  the  irregularities 
which  were  committing  by  our  side  near  the  Residentia, 
one  contaiped  in  that  letter  from  Colonel  Torrens,  one 
from  Major-General  Gower,  and  two  from  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Craufurd.  Having  only  a  pair  of  sentries  on  the  out- 
side, I  think  it  necessary  to  contradict  the  assertions  made 
in  those  letters  sent  to  me :  indeed  a  Spanish  officer  sent 
to  me  by  General  Liniers  for  that  purpose,  voluntarily 
confessed  to  me  that  evening,  that  there  was  no  foundation 
for  such  reports,  and  that  they  were  completely  unfound- 
ed. We  were  employed  this  day,  the  7th,  in  completing 
our  ball-cartridge  ammunition. 

Lord  Cat  heart. — Q.  From  what  did  you  complete  your 
ball-cartridge  ammunition? 

A.  From  the  limbers  I  took :  I  had  the  means  of  doing 
it  from  the  canisters :  I  took  them  to  pieces.  On  the 
morning  of  the  8th  I  received  a  verbal  message  from  Bri- 
gadier-General Craufurd  to  evacuate  .the  Residentia  and 
join  the  main  body  of  the  army  at  the  Retiro.  As  tliis  did 
not  agree  with  the  order  of  tlie  preceding  day,  I  sent  a 
note  to  General  Craufurd  requesting  an  order  in  writing  to 
that  effect,  as  also  asking  what  I  should  do  with  my  pri- 
soners and  cannon.  General  Craufurd  gave  me  a  reply 
which  was  satisfactory  to  nie  ;  in  consequence  of  which  I 
liberated  the  prisoners,  and  joined  the  army  with  the  four 
pieces  of  cannon  about  twelve  or  one  o'clock. 

Q.  Describe  the  position  and  stJicngth  of  the  Resi- 
dentia. 

8  F 
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A.  It  occupies  a  squire  of  about  150  yards  one  in'ay, 
by  100  or  1 10  the  other ;  it  is  not  a  regular  square.  In 
it  weifb  one  or  two  very  large  chapels,  or  halls ;  some 
very  large  fine  wards  in  the  hospital :  it  is  a  charitable  in* 
stitution ;  one-third  of  t^ie  whole  area,  or  nearly,  was  an 
open  space,  or  yw^d;  half  of  this  presents  a  lofty  dead 
wall  to  the  street,  the  other  half  is  surrounded  by  a  slighter 
one,  about  10  feet  hi^:  it  had  front  and  rear  entrances, 
and  the  roof  of  the  Residentia  was  not  commanded  by  any 
adjoining  buildings.  I  believe  I  have  explained  it  as  far 
as  a  common  building  can  be  described  in  military  terms. 

Q.  Was  it  practicable,  in  consequence  of  having  ob- 
tained possession  of  the  Residentia  and  the  adjoining 
houses,  to  open  a  communication  to  the  shore  of  tlie 
Plata? 

A.  Perfectly  so.  It  borders  on  the  river,  an(^  there  are 
not  any  intervening  buildings. 

Q.  What  distance  is  the  Residentia  from  the  shore  of 
tiie  river  at  its  common  height } 

A.  About  250  or  300  yards. 

Q.  What  number  of  prisoners  were  taken  by  the  45th 
at  the  Residentia  and  in  the  adjoining  houses  ? 

A.  We  had  43  taken  in  arms,  or  else  from  houses  from 
which  they  had  fired,  and  150  sick  and  wounded,  whom 
we  found  in  the  hospital  on  our  entrance,  not  including 
about  20  Spanish  surgeons  who  were  there  attending  tiie 
soldiers  that  had  been  wounded  in  preceding  actions  from 
the  time  w-e  had  landed  there. 

Q.  Would  not  artillery,  both  in  men  and  guns,  have 
been  of  service  to  the  regiment  under  your  command, 
both  in  regard  to  obtaining  possession  of  the  Residentia, 
and  the  retaining  of  that  post  when  obtained  ? 

A.  Certainly  of  the  greatest  advantage;  and  I  could 
have  dislodged  some  of  the  parties  that  pressed  very  much 
on  General  Craufurdv  s 

Q.  Plow  far  is  the  position  at  which  you  were  canton- 
ed, on  the  night  of  the  4th,  from  that  of  the  light  brigade  ? 

A.  Rather  more  than  300  yards,  I  should  think. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  in  marching  from  your  canton- 
ments to  the  Residentia  ? 

\,  About  tliree  quart^^s  of  anhour.     I  never  looked  at 
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iny  Avatcii  at  the  time,  so  that  I  cannot  say  exactly*  The 
roatls  were  bad,  and  I  marched  slowly. 

Q.  Did  you  arrive  tlierc about  seven  o'clock? 

A.  I  should  suppose  so. 

Q.  Having  arrived  at  the  Residentia  at  seven  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  did  you,  or  did  you  not,  re- 
main there  without  receiving  any  order,  or  having  any 
communication  with  tlie  Commander  in  Chief,  till  one 
o'clock  the  next  day  ? 

A.  I  did  remain  there  in  that  situation. 

Q.  Would  a  reinforcement  from   the  reserve   under 

Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  or  from  the  corps  under 

the  orders  of  Colonel  Mahon,  have  afforded  you  the  means 

of  co-operating  with  the  different  columns  of  the  army  en- 

.  gaged  in  the  attack  upon  the  town? 

A.  It  would  have  enabled  me  to  have  communicated 
with  General  Craufurd;  which,  under  circumstances  of 
imperious  necessity,  I  could  have  attempted  with  an  ap- 
pearance of  success  without  any  assistance,  and  which  I 
should  have  done  without  any  aid  at  all,  had  there  been 
large  houses  in  the  intermediate  space  which  I  could  have 
retamed. 

Q;  Do  you  know  of  any  obstacles  arising  from  the 
strength  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter,  or  from  any  other 
circumstance,  to  prevent  such  a  reinforcement  from  reach- 
ing the  Residentia,  if  orders  had  been  given  for  that  pur- 
pose ? 

A.  I  know^  of  no  serious  or  material  obstacle ;  I  hav^ 
never  heard  of  any. 

Q.  State,  as  accurately  as  you  can,  the  distance  of  the 
cantonments  of  the  lioht  brii2;ade,  on  the  evening  of  the 
4th,  which  you  state  to  have  been  about  2  or  300  yards 
from  your  own,  from  the  Residentia. 

A.  About  a  mile  and  three  quarters. 

Questions  by  the  Court. 

Q.  By  your  saying  in  your  letter  that  humanity  had  in- 
duced some  of  your  soldiers  to  make  some  prisoners;  had 
you  at  any  time  received  orders  to  make  any  apolo^ 
necessary  for  making  prisoners  ? 

A.  Not  by  any  means ;  I  never  received  any  orders  to 
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that  effect.     It  would  not  require  any  apology  for  makmg 
prisoners ;  quite  the  contrary. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  you  arrived  at  the  Retiro  about 
twelve  or  one  o'clock,  at  what  hour  did  you  leave  the  Re- 
sidential and  by  what  route  did  you  maixh  to  the  Retiro? 

A.  I  left  the  Residentia  somewhat  after  ten  o'clock, 
and  marched  through  the  town.  The  delay  was  caused 
by  being  under  the  necessity  of  dragging  the  cannon 
through  the  town  by  hand;  it  is  very  steep  and  hilly  in 
some  places. 

Q.  If  you  had  known  where  the  Commander  of  tlic 
forces  was,  would  you  have  tried  to  communicate  with  bim 
on  the  .5th  ? 

A.  Not  in  the  morning ;  I  could  not  have  spared  force 
sufficient.  In  the  evening  I  would  have  attempted  it,  had 
1  known  that  Colonel  Mahon  was  so  close  to  me. 

General  JVhitelocke. — Q.  From  tlie  orders  you  had 
received,  did  you  know  where  the  Commander  in  Chief 
was  to  l>e  found  during  the  5tli? 

A.  It  was  not  specified  in  the  orders  I  saw;  but  I 
fihould  have  sent  any  information  or  report  1  had  to  make 
to  Air.  White's  house,  from  whence,  of  course,  it  would 
have  been  forwarded  by  part  of  the  stafi'. 

The  xcitness  zvithdrcic. 


Rear- Admiral  Murray  called  in  again. 

The  third  and  fourth  charges  read. 

Examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  When  you  were  last  under  examination  you  were  de- 
sired to  produce  a  letter  which  you  received  from  Colonel 
Bourke  on  the  2d. 

A.  I  sent  to  tlic  country  in  order  to  get  it,  but  the  ori- 
ginal letter,  by  some  mistake,  has  been  mislaid,  and  can- 
not be  found ;  but  I  have  a  copy  of  it,  which  was  enclosed 
to  Captain  Thompson,  of  the  Fly,  with  my  letter  to  hijn. 
I  will  certity  it  is  a  correct  copy.     That  was  in  my  own 

.  hand-writing  which  I  sent  to  Captain  Thompson,  but  the 

-i;opy  of  the  letler  is  not  my  writing. 
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Q.  Is  this  copy  of  Colonel  Bourke's  letter  to  you  taken 
in  your  own  hand,  or  in  the  hand  of  your  Secretary? 

A.  In  the  hand  of  my  Secretary. 

Judge  Advocate. — It  is  not  strictly  legal  evidence. 

Lieutenant'Ge7icral  JVhitelocke. — I  do  not  object  to  it. 

Jtidge  Advocate. — ^The  letter  I  am  about  to  offer  in 
evidence,  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  not  objecting  to 
it  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  ^Adiniral  Murray  received' 
on  the  2d  of  July.  The  letter,  which  is  stated  to  be 
written  by  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke's  order,  desires' 
the  Admiral  to  proceed  from  Point  Quilmes  to  the 
town. 

Admiral  Murray. — To  send  the  transports  up.  ^ 

The  tetter  7rad. 

Dear  Sir,  Reduction,  July  2d,  1807. 

The  General  has  desire^  me  to  communicate  to  you  our 
plans,  and  request  your  assistance  in  forwarding  the  service  in 
which  we  are  mutually  concerned.  He  wishes,  in  the  first 
place,  as  much  biscuit,  pork,  and  spirits,  as  will  supply  1400 
men  for  three  days,  to  be  landed  immediately,  and  a  vessel  con- 
taining provisions  to  be  left  at  anchor  near  tnis  place. 

Our  army  is  now  on  its  march  to  turn  the  Rio  Chuello,  and 
come  before  Buenos  Ay  res  from  the  westward.  The  General 
wishes^  therefore,  that  some  of  your  sauadron  may  arrive  there 
in  the  course  of  this  day,  together  with  the  reserve  artillery, 
ships  and  store-ships,  i^  it  will  probably  be  necessary  to  com- 
municate, and  receive  supplies,  if  the  country  should  be  driven 
on  our  attack,  impeded  by  bad  weather,  or  other  causes. 
We  are  in  goocl  spirits,  though  somewhat  fatigued. 

I  remain,  dear  Sir,  very  faithfully,  yours, 
(Signed)  RICH.  BOURKE,  Lieut  Col. 

Deputy  Quarter-Master-GeneraL 
To  Rear-Admiral  Murray. 

Admiral  Murray. — In  my  letter  to  Captain  Thompson 
enclosing  that  order,  the  Court  will  see  that  I  desired  him 
to  send  the  vessels  up,  as  wished  for  by  Colonel  Bourk^> 
to  the  west  of  the  town.  The  whole  of  the  vessels  were 
not  to  the  westward  of  tlie  town,  but  were  in  the  situation 
best  adapted  for  landing.     The  letter  will  explain  it. 

Q.  This  is  the  substance  of  the  orders  you  gave  to 
Captain  Thompson  ? 

A.  Ves;  but  I  wish  further  to  state,  that  in  my  cvi- 
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dence  I  stated,  in  general  terms,  that  the  vessels  were  to: 
the  \vestward  of  the  town.  It  so  happens,  that  though  the 
river  runs  east  and  west,  except  at  Buenos  Ayres,  the  river 
trenches  to  the  north-west,  so  that,  probably,  they  may 
bear  a  point  to  the  eastward,  instead  of  the  west ;  most  of 
them  were  to  the  west,  some  of  them  might  be  a  little  to 
Uie  east. 

Juds^e  Advocate. — It  w  ill  save  time  if  I  read  over  tho 
evidence  of  Admiral  Murray. 

•  ■ 

Here  the  Judge  read  the  evidence  of  Admiral  Jlfi/rrajf. 

Admiral  Miirrai/. — ^The  Court  will  observe,  that  I  have 
spoken  in  general  terms  of  the  transports  being  to  the 
west  of  the  town.  They  were  not  all  so,  because  some 
had  a  point  to  the  south ;  but  they  were  in  that  situation 
irhich  was  necessary  and  easy  for  landing  provisions  or 
any  thing  else :  in  short,  a  situation  that  I  would  have  put 
them  in  upon  all  such  occasions.  What  I  mean  to  infer  i?^ 
that  the  river  going  east  and  west,  except  at  Buenos  Ajxes^ 
trenches  out  to  tlie  westward  so,  that  they  were  above  the 
town. 

Letter  read  as  follmrs: 

Dear  Sir,  Ncreide,  July  2,  half  past  seven  P.  M. 

I  have  tliis  instant  received  a  leUer  from  Colonel  liourkt.  ilie 
Quarter-Ma  seer-General ;  a  copy  of  which  I  send  you.  Tite 
letter  I  wrote  you  to-day  P.  ^I.  from  the  Pheasant,  of  course 
is  of  no  consequence;  I  must,  therefore,  refer  you  to  the  one  I 
wrote  from  the  Nereide  this  morning,  and  request  you  will  get 
to  the  westward  of  Buenos  Ayres,  as  the  Colonel  in  his  letter 
mentions  that  the  General  means  to  go  that  way.  I  directed, 
this  morning,  before  I  wrote  to  you  from  the  Pheasant,  that  the 
Lady  transport,  should  have  bread  put  on  board  her  from  the 
victualler,  and  sent  to  you  for  the  army,  in  the  event  of  their 
coming  to  the  westward.  1  shall  now  direct  the  ordnance  ves- 
sels, &c.  as  mentioned  in  Colonel  Bourke's  letter,  to  go  with  her 
and  join  you.  This  contradiction  of  orders  is  owing  to  change 
f^f  circumstances,  which  must  he  expected  in  these  times  ;  hut 
J  am  convinced,  that  in  all  changes,  j-our  zea]  for  forwarding 
the  sen'i^:e,  will  always  be  the  same. 

Believe  me,  yours  faiihfullv, 

GKO.  MURRAY. 

P.  S.  When  I  say  to  the  westward  of  Buenos  Ayres,  I  only 
repeat  Colonel  Bourhe's  words,  hut  you  must  be  tlie  judge  of 
the  spot;  I  rather  think  you  will  not  l^c  able  to  get  to  the  wett' 
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ward  yet,  particularly  with  the  valuable  ordnance  ships.    You 
will  of  course  use  your  discretion. 
Captain  Thompson. 

Jiulge  Advocate. — ^That  letter  is  not  strictly  evidence, 
because  I  ought  to  bring  out  the  same  facts  by  an  exami- 
nation of  Admiral  Murray;  but  if  General  "Whitelocke 
has  no  objection  to  its  standing  upon  the  minutes,  it  wiU 
save  the  time  of  the  Court. 

General  JVhitelocke  stated  that  be  had  no  objection 
to  it.  * 

Judge  Advocate. — Was,  or  was  not,  any  plan  for  a 
combined  attack  upon  the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres  ever  pro-^ 
posed  to  you  ? 

A.  No  regular  plan  of  an  attack  upon  the  town  was 
ever  proposed ;  but  the  General  himself  observed,  tliat'he 
meant  to  attack  from  the  west  of  the  town,  and  wished  fot 
any  assistance  that  I  could  give  him  when  there. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  consulted,  or  had  you  any  knowledge 
of  the  plan  of  attack  which  actually  took  place  .^ 

A.  None. 

Q.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  a  combined  attack  upon 
the  town  would  have  been  practicable  or  expedient  ? 

A.  I  think  it  would. 

Q.  If  such  an  attack  had  been  proposed,  what  assist- 
ance would  it  have  been  in  your  power  to  have  rendered 
from  the  ships,  the  boats  of  tne  fleet,  and  the  gun-boats  ? 

A.  I  think  the  gun- boats,  and  such  armed  vessels  as 
were  of  easy  draught  of  water,  would  have  been  of  essen- 
tial service  in  the  attack  in  co-operating  with  tlie  army. 

Q.  Will  you  state  what  passed,  from  the  arrival  of  the 
fleet  off  Buenos  Ayres,  till  the  time  of  tlie  signature  of  the 
treaty  ? 

A.  The  gun-boats,  on  tlie  4th  of  July,  were  got  in  near 
the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres;  but  not  then  near  enough  to 
act.  Boats  were  directed  to  sound  during  the  day  and 
night,  to  endeavour  to  ascertain  the  depth  of  water ;  and 
Captain  Thompson  reported  to  me,  that  he  himself  had 
sounded,  and  found  the  channel  very  intricate,  and  th6 
soundings  very  irregular :  that  he  had  had,  when  abreast 
^f  the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  in  tlie  situation  where 
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vessels  should  be  placed  to  act  against  the  town,  from 
7  to  1 1  feet  water,  and  in  twice  the  length  of  the  boo^ 
7  feet  again ;  so  that  vessels  drawing  more  water  could 
not  be  depended  upon  to  act.  On  the  5th,  he  had,  with 
difficulty,  got  the  gun-brigs  and  gun-boats  in  that  situa- 
tion above  the  town,  as  to  enable  him  to  move  dowo  with 
the  gun-boats  and  two  of  tlie  armed  schooners,  to  assbt  in 
the  attack,  if  necessary :  that  he  had,  on  the  5th,  been 
employed  in  landing  provisions  and  spirits  for  that  part  of 
the  army  commanded  by  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty :  that  he 
had  likewise  landed  musket-balls :  that  the  situation  of 
that  part  of  the  army  commanded  by  Sir  Samud  Ach- 
muty, by  their  marching  into  the  town^  prevented  him  at 
that  time  from  making  use  of  the  gun-boats,  lest  he 
should  fire  upon  our  own  people :  that  the  next  morning 
four  of  the  gun-boats  were  placed,  and  opened  their  fire, 
in  a  situation  that  appeared  likely  to  have  effect,  and  con* 
tinned  firing  till  a  truce  was  made.  The  boats  were  kept 
there  at  the  time  the  truce  was  made,  and  I  think  until  the 
preliminaries'  were  signed.  I  received  a  letter  from  Ueu* 
tenant-General  Whitelocke.  requesting  to  see  me.  I  wish 
to  ask  Lieutenant-General  wHitelockei  whether  he  has  any 
objection  to  my  producing  to  the  Court,  the  letter  which 
he  wrote  to  me  upon  ^e  6th. 

Lieutenant 'General  Whitelocke. — I  have  no  right,  I 
believe,  to  object  to  any  thing  of  that  sort. 

Adjourned. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  DAY. 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  1,  ISOS. 

Rear-Admiral  Murray  called  in  again. 

Admiral  Murraxfs  evidence  read. 

Judge  Advocate. — Be  so  good  as  to  produce  the  letter 
which  yoQ  alluded  to  at  the  conclusion  of  your  examina* 
tkm  yesterday. 
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Admiral  Murray  produced  a  letter. 

Judge  Advocate. — General  Whitelocke  will  have  the 
goodness  to  look  at  it. 

Letter  read  as  follows : 

> 
M^  flear  Admiral,  Plaza  de  Tauros,  July  6,  1807. 

I  arrived  here  about  an  hour  since,  in  order  to  ascertain  what 
more  can  be  done  by  the  gallantry  and  exertion  of  the  army  under 
my  command;  whose  suflferings  in  every  way,  since  I  had  the 

Eleasure  of  seeing  you,  has  seldom,  under  any  circumstances, 
een  exceeded. 

Of  one  thing  you  may  be  assured,  and  that  is,  that  South 
America  never  can  belone  to  the  English.  The  inveteracy  is 
beyond  belief,  of  every  cuiss  of  inhabitants.  I  hope  you  will 
come  here  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time,  as  I  am  sending 
General  Gower  to  Liniers,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  received 
from  him  this  morning. — Craufurd  is  prisoner. 

1  am  very  truly  yovirs, 

JOHN  WHITELOCKE. 

The  four  gun-boats  have  been  working  with  great  effect,  and 
if  the  business  goes  on,  naval  assistance,  in  short,  will  go  a  great 
way  towards  the  accomplishment  of  our  plans. 

To  Rear- Admiral  Murray. 

In  consequence  of  the  letter  I  received,  I  was  going 
from  the  Staunch  gun-brig,  where  I  then  was,  on  shore  to 
the  General.  Captain  Thompson,  of  the  Fly,  who  came 
from  the  shore,  informed  me  he  had  been  obliged  to  have 
a  guard  from  head-quartei*s  to  protect  him  to  his  boat, 
which  guard  was  returned.  It  then  being  dark,  and  many 
of  the  enemy's  horse  seen  near  the  place  of  landing,  it 
would  not  be  safe  for  me  to  land  that  night,  as  head-quar- 
ters was  some  little  distance  from  the  shore,  and  no 
guard  on  the  beach ;  I  therefore  returned  to  the  Nereide, 
and  went  to  the  General  the  next  morning.  I  found  the 
Greneral  at  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  on  the  top  of  one  of  the 
houses.  Major-General  Gower,  Sir  Samuel  Achnmty, 
and  Brigadier-General  Lumley,  were  there  likewise.  The 
General  inifbrmed  me  of  the  situation  of  the  army,  and  the 
misfortunes  that  had  befallen  it;  that  he  had  received  the 
preliminaries  of  a  treaty  from  the  Spanish  General,  Liniers, 
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by  which  the  gixat  point  was  agreed  to,  that  of  getting 
back  all  our  prisoners  taken  in  South  America  this  war, 
which  was  a  great  object,  and  without  which,  according  to 
his  instructions,  nothing  he  could  do  would  be  complete; 
that  better  terms  could  not  be  procured ;  that  if  the  busi- 
ness went  on,  he  would  expect  every  assistance  tiom  me, 
wliich  I  assured  him  he  should  have ;   but  he  continued  to 
observe,  that  it  could  answer  no  purpose  to  fi;o  on  with  it, 
as  South  America  never  could  be  conquered  by  the  Eng- 
li.:>h,  as  we  had  not  a  fiiend  in  the  country,  which  the  in- 
veteracy of  all  classes  against  the  English  had  proved,     1 
told  the  (jlciieral,  that  before  these  terms  should  be  agreed 
to,   I  thought  ho  had  l>etter  consult  with   the  General 
Officers  uj)on  it.     He  told  me  he  had  already  their  opi* 
nions,    v/hich  were   the   same  as   his,  which  was,   that 
terms  should  be  signed,  as  going  on  could  answer  no  pur- 
pose ;  that  he  was  assured,  from  good  authority^  that  if 
hostilities  were  renewed,  that  tiie  prisoners,  meaning  Bri- 
gpdier-Gcneral  Craufurd's  brigade,  would  all  be  put  to 
death.     I  told  tlic  General,  he  must  know  more  the  situa- 
tion of  his  army,  and  what  he  could  do,  than  I  possibly 
could,  but  that  I  could  not  agree  to  those  terms,  without 
first  consulting  the  next  senior  ofiicor  in  command  to  me 
then  at  llucnos  Ayres.     Admiral  Stirling  being  left  with 
the  command  of  the  line-of-battle  ships  at  Monte  Video, 
Captain  Ikyntun  was  the  next,  and  with  me  at  Buenos 
Ayres;  1  immediately  communicated  \^ith  him,  Mho  was 
then  at  the  top  of  the  same  house.     I  told  him  what  had 
passed,  and  asked  what  his  opinion  was  of  the  necessity 
of  signing  those  terms.  He  told  me  he  thought  I  could  not 
possibly  do  otherwise  than  sign  them,  for  that  the  General 
mubt  be  the  bcs^t  judge  of  Mhat  tlie  army  could  do;  tliat  if 
I  did  not  sign,  then  1  nuist,  of  course,  take  all  responsibi- 
lity on  myself,  for  any  thing  that  might  happen  afterwards, 
although  1  could  only  have  to  do  with  the  navy.     Major- 
General  CJower  then  explained  to  me,  mofe  fully,  the 
terms  that  were  proposed,  as  they  were  written  in  Spa- 
nish, and  on  asking  him  if  better  terms  could  not  b^ pro- 
cured, he  said,  No ;  that  he  had  endeavoured  to  get  betteri 
but  the  Spaniards  would  not  hear  of  it;  and  that  it  was 
even  with  very  great  difficulty  he  had  prevailed  on  them 


443 

to  let  us  keep  Monte  Video  for  two  ninths,  instead  of 
one,  which  they  had  at  first  proposed.  Under  these  cir* 
cumstances,  and  believing,  from  the  disposition  of  the  in«» 
habitants,  that  we  should  not  be  able  to  keep  that  country 
with  the  force  then  in  it,  I  signed  the  treaty. 

Judge  Advocate.--^.  Can  you  state  the  number  of 
gun-boats,  and  other  boats  of  easy  draught  of  \vatt*r, 
which  could  have  carried  guns  of  any  description  to  co- 
operate in  the  attack  upon  the  town,  if  any  plan  of  a  com- 
bined attack  had  been  acted  upon  ? 

A.  Four  gun-boats  were  at  Buenos  Ayrcs,  and  two 
schooners,  which  might  haye  been  employed  in  carrying 
guns,  and  I  think  the  24-pounders  Spanish  guns.  Do 
you  mean  with  regard  tQ  the  number  of  guus,  or  number 
of  vessels  ? 

Q.  As  far  as  they  apply  to  the  practicability  of  carry- 
ing guns. 

A.  I  believe,  altogether,  there  might  have  been  eight 
got  up.  There  werq  four  gun-boats,  and  two  schooners, 
arid  two  more  gun-boats  were  left  at  Barragon,  which 
might  have  been  brought  up.  'ilie  gun-boats  carry  a  'i4r 
pounder,  and  the  schooners  carry,  I  think,  two  of  the 
same  calibre  as  bow-guns,  and  I  think  carroiiades  in  their 
sides. 

Q.  How  many  carronades  ? 

A.  I  do  not  remem"ber  exactly  the  number  of  carronades 
that  they  carried ;  but  I  think,  about  six  tlie  one,  and  I 
believe  eight  tlie  other.  I  am  not  positive  of  the  number 
they  carried,  but  the  bow-guns  were  the  heavy  guns,  and 
such  as  niii^ht  have  been  made  use  of 

Q.  Might  not  the  boats  and  launches  from  men  of  war 
have  been  fitted  up  with  guns,  and  employed  in  the  same 
service  ? 

A.  They  certainly  might  have  been  *of  service  in  fine 
weather,  but  the  changes  at  that  season  of  the  year  arc  bO 
sudden,  and  a  very  heavy  sea  getting  up  in  consequence  of 
the  frequent  gales,  would  have  made  their  acting  very  pre- 
carious; for  even  the  gun-boats,  whicli  arc  much  laru^er 
than  the  men  of  war's  launches,  would  have  been  swaniju  d 
by  a  gale  on  the  (2tl,  had  they  been  up  there,  instead  of 
Jjclng  tinder  Qinlniov,  wkcre  the  water  was  much  smoother, 
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for  I  never,  in  any.river^  saw  such  a  sea  as  frequently  hap* 
pencd  while  I  was  there^  when  the  wind  blew  strongs  and 
a  weather  tide;  and  I  believe  that  General  Whitdocke 
had  not  the  most  distant  idea  of  any  assistance  froai  the 
navy  in  the  attack  of  Buenos  Ayres,  after  landing  at  Bar* 
ragon,  except  that  of  being  supplied  with  provisions,  if  he 
should  be  in  want  of  them,  and  landing  the  heavy  artillery 
/  to  the  westward  of  the  town,  and  that  only  on  flie  Sd, 
when  I  received  his  letter;  for  no  doubt,  I  believe,  was 
entertained  by  any  body,  but  that  Buenos  Ay  res  would 
have  been  taken  without  difliculty. 

General  JVIiitelnckc. — Q.  Were  not  the  transports,  lefk. 
at  Monte  Video,  of  too  great  draught  of  water  to  carry  up ; 
and  were  not  the  troops  removed  from  those  transports, 
and  doubled  up  in  the  others  on  that  account? 

A.  Two  or  three  were  left  at  Monte  Video,  and  the 
troops  of  course  removed  to  others.  The  Bellona  was 
one,  as  she  was  an  ordnance  ti'ansport,  having  a  great 
deal  of  ordnance,  though  she  had  brought  troops  from  the 
Cape.  The  Chapman  was  another,  left  on  account  of 
drawing  t(K)  much  water.  Another  small  transport  was 
left  for  being  leaky.  I  do  not,  at  present,  recollect  any 
otliers. 

Q.  Did  you  not  understand  that  my  reason  for  not  fix- 
ing upon  any  specific  plan,  was  the  want  of  correct  intel- 
ligence ;  and  tl)at  I  therefore  meant  to  take  the  position  to 
tlie^jyestward  ot  the  town,  and  then  communicate  with  you 
upo^i^ie  furtlicr  o|)erations  ? 

A.  I  certainly  understood  from  the  General,  tliat  he 
should  see  his  way  better  when  he  got  up  to  the  place, 
and  that  his  intention  was,  that  he  meant  to  attack  from 
the  westwaid  of  the  tow!i,  but  I  did  not  understand  from 
him  that  he  expected  any  assistance  from  the  navy,  more 
than  I  have  betore  stated  ;  for  the  General  knew  that  the 
ships  could  not  be  got  in  there.  He  requested,  when  at 
Jiarragon,  that  I  would  send  some  transports  towards  the 
town,  in  order  to  make  it  appear  to  tlie  enemy  that  he 
meant  to  attack  in  another  place :  but,  as  I  before  stated, 
I  do  not  think  that  General  Whitelocke  expected  assist- 
ance from  armed  vessels  in  the  attack  of  tlie  place,  but 
Bieroly  to  cover  the  shore  for  landing  provisions,  and  for 
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knding  troops  at  the  first;  for  he  had  frequently  expressed 
that  he  only  wanted  me  to  land  bis  army,  and  lie  would 
answer  for  the  rest 

Q.  Did  you  not  always  understand  that  by  the  west- 
ward of  the  town,  the  side  of  the  Tauros  was  meant? 

A.  I  did. 

Q,  Could  the  schooners  have  approached  sufficiently 
near  to  make  any  effectual  use  of  their  carronadcs  against 
the  town? 

A.  I  think  during  a  part  of  the  flood-fides  they  might, 
but  they  could  not  remain  there,  I  think,  the  whole  of  the^ 
tide,  and  with  the  wind  on  shore,  they  would  not  be  able 
to  get  oft? 

Question  by  the  Court. 

Lord  CatliQart, — Admiral  JMurray  has  not  stated  of 
what  nature  the  carronades  were  ? 

A.  I  am  not  certain  what  guns  they  had  in  their  sides, 
the  bow-gnus  are  the  chief:  tlierefore  I  cannot  positively 
say  as  to  the  carronades  they  had ;  but  the  carronades 
that  were  in  most  of  the  vessels  were,  I  think,  nine-pound 
crs;  twclve-poiuiders  I  think  wore  the  largest  to  the  best  oi 
my  recollection,  but  I  am  not  positive  as  to  tlie  metal  they 
bad  in  their  sides. 

Q.  Could  you  not  from  the  ships  have  furnished  imple- 
ments that  would  have  been  of  material  use  in  forcing  the 
barricadoes  and  doors  of  the  town ;  and  were  you  at  any 
time  applied  to,  to  furnish  such  implements  ? 

A.  Certainly,  iron  crows  might  have  been  furnished 
from  the  ships,  if  they  had  been  required ;  but  I  had  no 
application  to  that  purpose,  nor  did  I  know  that  tliey  were 
wanted. 

Sir  John  Moore. — Q.  What  distance  were  the  men  of 
war  from  Buenos  Ayres  on  the  4th  and  mornins;  of  the 
5th? 

.  A.  The  sloops  of  war  were  never  nearer  than  five  or 
six  miles,  as  they  were  then  lying  in  16  foot  water;  the 
gun-brigs  were  above  the  town,  and,  I  believe,  some  wevz 
a  mile  and  a  half,  and  some  too  miles  from  the  town,  or 
might  be  a  Uttle  nearer.  W  hen  I  say  the  town,  1  wish  - 
to  be  understood  the  shore  above  the  town.     On  thr  5tti 
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they  iiere  moved  nearer  in,  and  on  tlie  night  of  the  5tfa# 
or  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  early,  four  gun-boats  were 
placed  very  near  the  town,  and  between  tlie  Plaza  de 
Tauros  and  the  citadel,  and  were  within  point-blank  shot  of 
the  citadel.  The  two  schooners  were  likewise  moving  down 
at  the  time  the  truce  was  made,  one  of  which  had  been  of 
service  in  dispersing  by  her  shot  some  of  the  enemy  from 
a  church ;  at  least  this  was  reported  to  me  officially  by 
Captain  Thompson. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  ought  to  state  to  the  Court  now, 
that  afcer  Admiral  Murray  has  spoken  to  the  communi-* 
cation  of  the  report  which  he  had  received  from  Captain 
Thorn [)son  and  Captain  Bayntun  of  the  navy,  that  I  think 
I  ought  in  strictness  to  call  those  officers  to  confirm  the 
evidence  given  by  the  Admiral.  What  I  am  now  stating 
is  more  for  General  Whitelocke's  consideration  than  that 
of  the  Court.  I  state  that,  in  point  of  strictness,  certainly 
I  ought  to  call  Captains  Thompson  and  Bayntun  with  a 
view  to  confirm  the  evidence  which  Admiral  Murray  has 
given  of  the  conversation  he  has  had  with,  and  the  repoit 
he  had  from,  those  officers.  At  the  same  time  unquestion- 
ably it  does  appear  to  me  that  the  facts  w  hich  have  been 
stated  by  the  Admiral,  do  not  require  any  confirmation,  and 
the  circumstances  that  are  material  in  this  case  appear  to  me 
to  be  proved  ;  but  I  ought  not,  and  I  certainly  have  no  wish, 
to  debar  I.ioutenant-Gencral  Whitelocke  from  any  benefit 
w  hich  he  thinks  he  may  derive  from  the  cross-examination 
of  those  gciitlcincii,  an  advantage  sometimes  considerably 
greater  than  any  wliich  he  could  derive  from  an  examina- 
tion of  those  witnesses  in  chief.  They  are  now  in  attend- 
ance, and  1  will  call  them  if  Lieu  tenant-General  White- 
locke  expresses  the  slightest  wish  that  I  should  do  so.  If 
he  expresses  no  such  wish,  undoubtedly  it  must  be  taken 
that  the  facts  stated  by  Admiral  Murray  are  admitted. 

(icncral  IVhitelocke, — I  am  so  completely  satisfied  with 
wliat  Admiral  Murray  has  stated,  that  1  do  not  desire  to 
have  any  contirniation  of  those  facts. 
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Captam  Henry  JVilliam  Davenport  catted  in,  and  swom^ 

The  third  charge  read. 

Examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  Are  you  the  senior  surviving  officer  of  the  6th  dra- 
goon guards  ? 

A.  I  am. 

Q.  State  the  orders  you  received  upon  the  5th  of  July 
last,  and  the  operations  of  your  regiment  in  pursuance  of 
your  orders,  from  the  time  you  removed  from  your  can- 
tonments. 

A.  I  can  only  state  as  to  the  operations,  for  I  received 
no  orders.  Colonel  Kington  received  the  orders,  and  I 
never  heard  them  from  him.  On  the  5tli  of  July  the  6'th 
dragoon  guards,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel Kington,  evacuated  tlieir  cantonments  at  six  in  tlie 
morning.  Some  delay  was  occasioned  from  Colonel  King- 
ton missing  his  way,  and  we  did  not  arrive  in  the  entrance 
of  the  city  till  ^c\i^i\  o'clock,  where  we  found  two  ti  oops  of 
the  9th  light  dragoons,  in  whose  charge  were  two  field- 
pieces.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kington  took  the  command 
of  tlie  troops  mentioned,  and  entered  the  city  ;  one  of  the 
field-pieces  being  advanct^l  in  front  of  the  column,  tlie  other 
left  stationary  in  the  rear  with  30  men  of  the  Cth  dragoon 
guards  and  an  officer.  We  advanced  as  far  as  the  second 
square  witiiout  the  enemy  firing  on  us ;  and  until  we  ar- 
rived there,  the  silence  of  the  town  struck  me  forcibly. 
from  that  point  we  advanced  under  a  gradual  increasing 
fire.  I  must  here  mention,  tliat  about  tlie  second  square 
Colonel  Bradford,  the  .^Vdjutant-General,  came  up  with 
orders  for  Colonel  Kin^^ton,  the  purport  of  which  1  an> 
not  acquainted  with.  When  we  arrived  at  the  fourtlv 
square  I  think,  I  am  certain  it  was  the  fourth  at  least, 
the  enemy's  fire  became  more  heaw  and  destructive  thaxy 
it  had  been  at  any  former  period.  The  6th  dragoon 
guards  attempted  to  advance  beyond  the  point.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Kuigton  and  Captain  Burrell  fell;  after 
which  Major  Pigot,  of  the  9th  light  dragoons,  came  up  to 
the  head  of  the  cuJumn.  and  finding  it  impossible  to  ad- 


448 

vance  beyond  the  point,  w€is  retreating  to  tlie  rights  sup* 
posing  the  street  to  be  intersected  at  right  angles.  I  sug^ 
gcsted  to  him  the  propriety  of  our  retreating  to  the  rear, 
if  we  retreated  at  all ;  in  consequence  of  which  he  pur- 
sued the  latter  measure.  The  gun  which  was  in  front  I 
ordered  to  the  rear,  and  we  retreated  in  files,  under  cover 
of  the  houses,  beyond  the  first  square,  in  tlie  entrance 
of  the  street,  where  we  found  the  gun  which  had  been  left, 
in  the  rear  of  which  were  some  troops  of  the  9th  light 
dragoons  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Witherington,  which 
troops  we  had  not  seen  on  entering  the  town.  At  this 
period  Captain  Foster,  General  Whitelockes  Aid-de- 
Camp,  came  to  the  retreating  column,  to  whom  I  commu- 
nicated our  transactions,  lie  inimediately  recommended 
our  advancing  again  to  the  first  square  which  I  had  repre- 
sented to  him,  and  there  to  take  up  a  position  in  the 
houses.  This  being  eftected.  Captain  Foster,  from  the 
house  which  I  occui)ied,  it  being  a  very  commanding  situa- 
tion, reconnoitred  from  its  top ;  and  it  was  there  we  first 
saw  the  British  colours  flying  on  the  Plaza  de  Tauros  to  tlie 
left,  and  to  the  right  in  a  position  we  then  conceived  to  be 
the  Residentia;  but  the  latter  point  was  by  no  means 
ascertained.  Colonel  Bradford  then  came  to  the  post, 
which  he  expressed  to  luc  he  considered  as  tenable,  and 
after  reconnoitrintr  everv  part  of  it  made  the  followina  ar- 
rangcnients :  a  [>iqirct  of  80  men  at  tlie  further  extremity 
of  the  square,  and  the  two  field-pieces  placed  opposite  the 
only  t\^  o  entrances  to  this  square.  He  again  reconnoitred 
the  situation  in  the  cvcninjr,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection 
Captain  Foster  was  with  him  ;  1  cannot  be  positive,  but 
I  tliink  so ;  and  observing  a  very  large  church  within  50 
yards,  which  entirely  commanded  the  whole  of  our  posi- 
tion, he  desired  me  to  take  possession  of  it  We  had  been 
a  good  deal  annoyed  from  this  church ;  in  consequence 
I  sent  a  paity  of  :30  men  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  \\'ither- 
ington  with  an  ofli<:er,  who,  with  the  yth  dragoons,  occu- 
pied the  position  nearest  the  church,  'i'his  party  Colonel 
\Vitherington  sent  back,  and  ordered  a  party  of  his  own 
regiment  to  take  the  church;  which  was.  performed.  I 
do  not  know  any  thing  e\>e  that  it  is  necessaiy  to  mention, 
except  that  our  men  had  been  in  that  situation  for  two 
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days,  and  then  I  had  orders  from  Colonel  Bradford  to 
come  out  of  the  town  to  liim,  when  he  communicated  to 
me  what  bad  taken  place.  It  is  necessary  also  to  meo- 
tion,  that  during  the  whole  of  the  time  we  were  in  that 
position,  we  were  constantly  fired  at  by  the  enemy's 
stragglers,  who  were  placed  in  positions  to  fire  at  us  when 
they  had  an  opportunity.  Another  thing  I  should  men- 
tion is,  that  during  the  two  days  we  were  tliere  we  received 
provisions  from  the  rear  from  the  commissary.  I  have 
omitted  one  circumstance,  which  is,  that  we  could  plainly 
discern  two  guns,  either  in  the  citadel  or  in  some  fort ;  but 
those  guns  played  upon  us  the  whole  of  the  time,  from 
the  second  square.  We  could  not  discern  .where  it  was, 
but  I  have  since  understood  from  one  of  the  hostages  that 
they  were  two  large  24-pounder5. 

Q.  At  what  hour  did  you  commence  your  retreat? 

A.  I  should  imagine  about  half  past  nine  or  ten  o'clock, 
as  near  as  I  can  guess :  I  cannot  be  positive  as  to  the 
time. 

Q.  How  soon  did  you  see  Captain  Foster  ? 

A.  Immediately  on  our  arrival  at  the  extremity  of  the 
town. 

Q.  How  soon  after  that  did  you  take  possession  of  the 
house  you  have  described  ? 

A.  Immediately,  with  as  little  loss  of  time  as  possible ; 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

Q.  When  did  Major  Pigot  ^ve  up  the  command  of 
the  6th  light  dragoons,  which  you  state  he  put  himself  at 
the  head  of  as  soon  as  Colonel  Kington  and  Captain 
Burrellfeil.^ 

A.  When  we  met  the  troops  of  the  9th,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Witberington. — May  I  ask 
permission  to : connect  what  I  have  omitted:  one  stiong 
reason  why  we  were  obliged  to  retreat  was,  that  the 
enemy  were  concealed,  anjd  we  had  not  the  means  to 
force  them ;  we  could  not  get  into  the  houses :  the  barri* 
cadoes  M-ere  so  very  strong,  that  we  could  not  get  intg 
tbem.  1 
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Qi4Cstions  by  the  Court. 

Q.  I  wish  to  ask  how  tlie  carabineers  on  tlie  5th  of 
July  were  armed  ? 

A.  They  had  their  carabines  and  ammunition. 

Q.  No  swords  ? 

A.  No  swords. 

Q.  No  bayonets? 

A.  Yes,  carabines,  bayonets,  and  ammunition. 

Q.  State  how  many  rounds  they  had  r 

A.  As  near  as  I  can  recollect,  our  pouches  carried  be- 
t\veen  30  and  40  pounds.  I  am  not  positive.  1  cannot 
exactly  recollect. 

Q.  ^ Were  they  full. ^ 

A.  They  were  full,  and  carried,  I  believe,  between  SO 
and  40  rounds. 

The  xcitncss  xcithdrew. 

Captain  Fraser  called  in  again. 

The  third  and  fourth  articles  of  charge  read. 

Judge  Advocate.— Hehrc  I  ask  any  questions  of  Cap- 
tain Fraser,  I  had  better  read  over  one  or  two  questions, 
uith  his  answers  given  in  his  former  evidence  upon  tlic 
riubject  I  am  about  to  examine  him  to. 

/voidence  read  from  the  xcords  "  Uliat  were  the  arrange- 
^' inents^''  to  the  words  ^'  to  see-  those  orders  carried 
'*  into  execution >'' 

The  parts  of  the  orders  to  which  Captain  Fraser  alludes 
in  that  part  of  his  evidence  are  these : — "  The  left  division 
"  of  the  95th  is  to  receive  its  orders  from  Colonel  Pack, 
*'  the  right  division  from  General  Craufurd ;  two  3- 
'*  Dounders  to  follow  these  columns.  The  carabineers  to 
'*  move  up  with  the  cover  of  two  6-pounders,  &c."  The 
first  question  will  be,  tlie  orders  which  you  allude  to  in  one 
of  your  former  answers,  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the 
artillery  on  the  5th  of  July,  applying  only  to  two  3-pouiid'* 
ers  and  two  6-pounders,  four  pieces  in  all ;  state  what 
orders  you  received  with  regard  to  the  remainder  of  the 
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artillery  under  your  command,  and  what  you  did  in  con- 
sequence of  those  orders,  stating  in  your  answer  the  num- 
ber of  guns  you  had  under  your  command,  and  their  ca- 
libre on  that  day.  I  believe  1  can  save  you  some  trouble. 
Did  you  not  deliver  in  a  return  ? 

A.  I  have.  Tlie  return  which  I  have  already  delivered 
in  includes' those  guns  which  were  taken  on  the  2d  of  July, 
and  which  were  placed  in  position.  There  were  besides 
those  four  guns  mentioned  in  the  orders,  two  6-pounders 
remaining,  besides  those  guns  |)laced  in  position,  and  pre- 
pared to  move,  and  to  follow  such  orders  as  might  be 
issued  ;  but  no  further  orders  were  received  in  the  course 
of  the  day  respecting  the  artillery. 

Q.  What  was  the  position  of  those  two  guns  ? 

A.  Those  two  guns  were  placed  immediately  near  to 
the  guns  placed  in  tlie  position :  they  were  placed  per- 
fectly near  to  the  guns  which  were  taken  on  the  2d  ;  that 
is  to  say,  near  to  the  guns  in  the  Coral  de  Miserere. 

Q,  What  part  of  the  Coral — ^near  the  cantonments  of 
what  part  of  the  army  were  those  guns  ? 

A.  It  may  be  explanatory  to  say,  the  Coral  de  Mise- 
rere is  a  small  open  space,  known  by  tliat  name.  They 
were  placed  in  that  part  of  the  Coral — (pointing  to  the 
rnap). 

Q.  Describo  which  of  the  cantonments  of  tlie  army 
tliose  two  guns  were  placed  nearest  to^ 

A.  I  declare  at  this  moment  that  I  cannot  recollect  the 
cantonment. 

Q.  How  soon  did  you  see  Lieutenant-Crcneral  ^V^lite* 
loce  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  ? 

A.  Immediately  after  returning  from  firing  the  signal 
for  the  assault ;  probably  about  seven  o'clock,  or  a  httle 
after  seven. 

Q.  Having  stated,  in  a  former  answer,  that  you  had  re- 
ceived a  strict  injutiction  from  him  not  to  leave  his  side 
during  the  course. of  the  following  day,  the  injunction  bar* 
ing  been  upon  the  4th,  did  you  comply  with  it.'^  > 

A.  Froni  the  moment  of  my  first  seeing  Lieutenant* 
General  Whitelocke  on  the  morning  of.  the  5th  of  July, 
I  cKd  not  i^ve  the  side  of  his  Excellency,  except  in  two 
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instances,  \i'hen  I  was,  by  his  orders,  sent  forward  to  exa* 
mine  and  report  to  him,  whether  the  Spanish  colours  on 
the  fort  were  struck. 

Q.  At  what  period  of  tlie  day,  as  well  as  your  memory 
will  enable  you  to  state,  did  you  receive  those  orders;  and 
How  long  were  you  absent  from  Lieutenant-G  eneral  White- 
lockc,  in  each  of  those  instances,  in  executing  them  ? 

A.  I  received  the  fir^t  order  probably  between  two  and 
three  o  clocl^  in  the  afternoon,  and  was  at  that  time  absent 
certainly  not  half  an  hour.  I  received  the  second  order 
probably  a  Htdc  after  tliree,  and  was  then  absent  full  half 
an  hour. 

Q.  I  believe  the  cannons  which  gave  the  signals  for  the 
attack  were  quite  in  tlie  centre. 

A.  They  were  so. 

Q.  It  was  there  you  first  joined  Lieutenant-General 
Whitelockc. 

A.  I  first  joined  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  in  the 
Coral  de  Miserere,  near  tliose  pieces  of  artillery  which  I 
have  just  been  speaking  of. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  yon  remained  by  Lieutenant- 
General  Whitelocke's  side,  by  his  express  injunction,  dur- 
ing the  w  hole  of  the  day,  except  for  about  one  hour,  when 
you  left  him  in  consequence  of  two  orders  that  you  re- 
ceived; state,  as  accurately  as  you  can,  where  General 
Whitelocke  was  during  that  day,  beginning  from  the  spot 
where  you  first  joined  him. 

A.  IJeutenant-Ci eneral  Whitelocke  was  in  tlie  Coral 
de  Miserere  the  whole  of  the  day,  except  for  a  sliort  in- 
terval, when,  as  I  understood,  his  Excellency  retired  to 
Mr.  White  s  house  for  a  very  short  interval,  about  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Q.  How  large  is  tlic  Coral  de  ^liscrere? 

A.  It  is  understood  to  be  about  500  yards  in  lengtli 
one  w»ay,  and  about  600  the  other.  It  is  a  term  which 
applies  to  a  quarter  of  BueiKXs  Ayres  ;  it  is  an  unccitain 
open  space. 

•  Q.  State  how  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  was  em- 
ployed duriu^T  this  day.     Was  he  riding  or  walking? 
c  A*  liis  Excellency  was   first   on   horseback;    subse- 
quently dismounted,  and  romained  in  general  dismounted 
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during  the  remainder  of  the  day ;  and,  in  general,  within 
30  yards  of  the  house  which  had  been  the  head-quarterS: 
of  the  second  in  command. 

Q.  Is  the  Coral  de  Miserere  upon  such  an  eminence 
that  the  streets  of  Buenos  Ayres  can  be  seen  from  it,  and 
the  march  of  the  invading  columns? 

A.  The  immediate  entrance  into  Buenos  A}Tres,  at  the 
di^^tance  of  about  350  yards,  or  rather  from  that  pai*ticu- 
lar  house  I  have  last  mentioned,  or  at  the  immediate  end 
of  the  Coral  de  Miserere,  is  higher  ground,  so  that  you 
cannot  see  the  entrance  of  the  town ;  nor,  excepting  ia 
such  an  opea_&pace  as  the  Coral  de  Miserere,-  can  you  in 
any  point  of  the  suburbs  see  above  150  yards,  owing  ta 
the  intersections  of  the  squares,  and  ttie  high  hedges  of 
the  orchards. 

Q.  If  I  understand  the  answer  to  that  question,  it  is, 
that  neither  the  streets  of  Buenos  Ayres,  nor  the  march  of 
the  invading  columns  could  be  seen  from  the  position 
where  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  was  that  day. 

A.  Certainly  they  could  not  be  seen. 

Q.  Then  as  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  did  not 
move  fi'om  the  Coral  de  Miserere  the  whole  day,  except  for 
a  short  interval,  when  he  went  to  Mr.  White's  house,  and 
could  not  see  any  thing  of  the  operations  of  the  army,  and 
you  were  tile  whole  time  with  him,  with  the  exception  you 
have  stated;  how  was  he  employed? 

A.  In  the  early  part  of  the  day  his  Excellency  sent  for- 
ward, in  tlie  centre,  some  of  his  personal  staff',  to  bring 
him  information  of  what  was  going  on.  Towards  the  middle 
of  the  day,  a  communication  was  opened  witli  the  brigade 
on  the  left.  The  officer  who  opened  that  communication, 
I  think,  returned  between  one  and  two  o'clock,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  that  communication  from  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty, 
a  small  party  of  aitillerymen  were  sent  to  the  Plaza  de 
lauros. 

Q.  How  soon  after  you  joined  him  in  the  mombg,  did 
I^ieutenant-General  Whitelocke  give  any  orders,  and  wliat 
^erc  those  orders ? 

A.  I  think  that  very  soon  after  niy  joining  him,  his  Ex- 
cellency sent  some  of  the  staff,  as  1  have  already  stated. 
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into  the  centre,  Tlieir  orders,  I  understood,  generally  werc^ 
to  bring  information  from  that  particular  quarter. 

Q.  SVere  the  orders  to  his  staff  upon  this  subject  ^vea 
at  once,  or  at  different  times? 

A.  In  several  repeated  instances. 

Q.  Beside  the  orders  to  his  staff  upon  this  subject,  state 
what  other  orders  you  heard  him  give  on  the  morning  of 
the  5th. 

A.  I  presume  that  the  communication  with  tlie  left  was, 
by  the  immediate  orders  of  his  Excellency ;  but  I  cannot 
recollect  his  sending  tlie  officer  off.  I  have  no  doubt,  how- 
ever, that  the  officer  went  in  obedience  to  orders  bsued  by 
General  ^V^hitelocke. 

Q.  I  wish  you  to  recollect,  if  you  can,  all  the  orders 
that  took  place  in  the  course  of  that  day. 
.A.  In  the  early  part  of  the  day,  on  my  return,  and  on 
my  immediately  joining  General  Whitelocke,  a  part  of  the 
9th  dragoons,  dismounted,  were  formed  immediately  in 
the  rear  of  the  pieces  of  artillery  placed  in  tlie  position. 
Those  dragoons,  were  subsequently  removed  to  the  left  of 
those  artillery.  Shortly  afterwards  his  Excellency  occa- 
sionally orderdd  some  of  the  dragoons,  who  were  imme- 
diately about  his  person,  to  pursue  some  fugitive  horsemen 
who  had  escaped  from  Buenos  Ayres. 

Q.  What  was  the  cause  of  that  change  of  position  of  the 
dragoons  ? 

A.  Those  dragoons  were  formed  30  yards  in  the  rear  of 
the  pieces  of  artillery,  as  it  was  said,  with  a  view  to  protect 
them. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  the  dismounted  dragoons. 

A.  Of  the  same  I  speak.  It  appeared  to  me  they  were 
not  advantageously  situated  for  that  purpose ;  and,  on  ob- 
serving that  to  his  Excellency,  I  received  his  directions  to 
desire  tlie  officer  commanding  the  dragoons  to  move  them 
to  the  left,  and  in  line  with  the  pieces  of  artillery. 

Q.  Was  there  at  any  time,  during  the  course  of  that 
day,  an  alarm  of  an  attack  upon  any  part  of  the  re- 
serve? 

A.  If  I  understand  by  the  term  reserve,  such  troops  as 
were  at  the  Coral  de  Miserere,  it  appealed  to  me  probable; 
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and  it  was  strongly  impressed  upon  my  mind,  that  as  the 
town  of  Buenos  Ayres  was  attacked  by  both  flanks,  but 
not  immediately  hi  the  centre,  that,  during  the  course  of 
the  day,  the  great  mass  of  fugitives  would  attempt  to  rush 
out  by  the  centre;  but  I  do  not  recollect  any  particular 
alarm  during  the  course  of  that  day. 

Q.  Do  vou  mean  to  sav,  there  was  no  alarm  of  an 
attack  upon  the  post  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  had 
tliat  day  ? 

*  A.  I  do  not  recollect  any  particular  alarm :  there  was  a 
scattered  firing,  as  usuul. 

Q.  You  state,  you  do  not  remember  any  alarm  of  aii  at* 
tack  in  pajticular. 

A.  There  was  a  considerable  deal  of  scattei*ed  fire  from 
those  very  pth  light  dragoons  we  have  been  speaking  of,  at 
fugitive  horsemen ;  but,  witli  die  exception  of  that,  I  do  not 
remember  any. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say,  that  you  do  not  remember  any 
tiling  more  than  a  scattered  fire? 

A.  Yes,  I  do  mean  to  state  that. 

Q.  You  stated,  you  heard  no  alarm  of  an  attack  "in  par^* 
"  ticular:"  do  you  mean,  by  stating  that  you  did  not  bear 
any  alarm  of  an  attack  "  in  particular,''  the  Court  is  to 
understand  that  there  was  no  such  alarm  of  an  attack  as 
to  induce  Lieutenant-Gcneral  Wliitelocke  to  give  any  orders 
upon  the  subject? 

A.  W^e  are  speaking  of  the  reserve  placed  at  the  Coral 
de  Miserere ;  there  certainly  was  no  such  alarm  as  to  make 
it  necessary  to  give  any  orders,  with  the  exception  which  I 
have  already  stated,  of  occasionally  sending  a  few  horsemen 
to  pursue  fugitives. 

Q.  By  tlie  reserve,  I  understand  all  the  troops  that  did 
not  appear  in  the  town  in  the  invading  columns. 

A.  By  the  reserve  I  understand  those  troops  stationed 
in  the  Coral  de  Miserere  only:  the  troops  that  entered  tha 
town,  composed  two  flanks ;  the  troops  in  the  centre  can-* 
not  be  said  to  attack ;  tliey  were  to  retain  a  position ;  tliey 
did  not  therefore,  strictly  speaking,  belong  to  tlie  reserve. 
They  were  in  the  town. 

Q.  When  Iniake  use  of  the  term  reserve,  I  mpan  all 
the  troops  who  did  not  form  a  part  of  the  invading  column, 
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in  which  I  include  the  6th  and  9th  dragoans ;  and  then 
I  ask,  whether  there  was  such  an  alarm  of  an  attack  upon 
any  part  of  the  reserve  as  to  induce  General  Whiteloicke 
to  give  any  orders  upon  the  subject,  during  any  part  of 
that  day  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  there  being  any  such  aJann. 

Q.  Was  there,  or  was  there  not,  any  such  alarm  as  to 
lead  you  to  give  any  opinion  to  Lieutenant-General  White- 
locke  upon  the  subject? 

A.  There  was  no  alarm ;  but  I  did  repeatedly  express  to 
General  Whitelocke  my  fullest  idea,  that  a  great  mass  of  fu* 
gitives  would  rush  out  of  the  town,  and  by  the  centre ;  it  was 
my  advice,  therefore,  as  an  artillery  officer,  that  General 
Whitelocke  should  remove  from  the  immediate  front  of  the 
battery,  to  either  flank.  His  Excellency  was  so  well  situate 
in  the  front  of  that  battery,  so  as  to  be  free  from  it ;  there 
was  no  alanq,  hut  it  seemed  so  probable  tliat  the  great  mass 
of  fugitives  would  endeavour  to  escape  from  Buenos  Ayres 
by  the  centre,  that  the  guns  placed  in  that  position  would 
be  immediately  required  to  play ;  and  I  did  tlierefore  re- 
peatedly request  his  Excellency  Lieutenant-General^^Tiite- 
locke,  to  remove  fi-om  the  immediate  front  of  the  battery 
to  either  fizmk,  that  the  front  of  the  battery  might  be 
open. 

Q.  Was  that  the  only  advice  and  opinion  you  gave  upon 
the  subject? 

A.  It  was  upon  that  particular  subject  the  only  opinion. 

Q.  Can  you  state  any  other  order  which  you  recollect 
having  heard  Lieu  tenant-General  Whitelocke  give  in  tlie 
course  of  that  day  ? 

A.  I  think  towards  the  beginning  of  the  afternoon  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Bradford  was  sent  to  the  centre  witli  some 
orders,  the  import  of  which  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  To  save  the  Court  time  and  the  trouble  of  hearing 
?o  many  questions,  you  stated  Lieutenant-General  White- 
locke remained  in  the  same  position  the  whole  day,  of 
course  it  is  important  to  know  how  he  Mas  employed,  I 
have  desired  you  to  state  all  the  orders  he  gave,  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  did  employ  himself  during  the  whole 
of  that  extraordinary  day.  State  all  you  recollect,  the 
fact  standing  thg^t  you  joined  him  at  seven  o'clock  in  thft 
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morning,  at  tliis  spot  of  five  or  600  yards  square,  where 
you  remained  till  between  five  awl  six  o'clock  in  the  evciv- 
mg:  every  hour  that  you  can  recollect  state  how  he  was 
employed,  hour  after  hour  ? 

A  member. — Captain  Frascr  has  gone  on  as  far  as  three 
o'clock;  perhaps  if  he  goes  on  to  four,  five,  and  six,  he  will 
recollect  by  going  hour  after  hour. 

Q.  How  was  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  employed 
during  the  whole  of  the  day  of  the  5th  of  July  ? 

A.  With  the  exception  of  tliose  particular  orders  which 
I  have  stated,  his  Excellencv  was  walking  backwards  and 
fonvards,  occasionally  issuing  his  orders,  and  anxiously 
awaiting  the  issue  of  the  assault. 

Q.  Is  that  all  you  can  remember  of  the  employment  of 
Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  durins^  that  dav? 

A.  I  am  convinced  I  do  not  understand  the  questions 
in  the  same  point  of  view  in  which  you  understand  them. 
I  do  mean  to  say  that  his  Excellency  was  employed  no 
otherwise  than  in  walking  about,  expressing  anxiety  re- 
specting  the  issue  of  tlie  assault,  except  occasionally  giving 
those  orders. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  you  leave  the  Coral  de  Miserere, 
and  did  you  accompany  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke 
to  head-quarters? 

A.  I  left  the  Coral  de  Miserere,  as  I  believe,  about 
half  past  four,  and  did  accompany  Lieutenant-General 
Whitelocke  to  Mr.  White's  house  at  head-quarters. 

Q.  How  far  is  Mr.  White's  house  from  the  Coral  de 
Miserere  ? 

A.  From  the  immediate  part  of  the  Coral  de  Mise- 
rere where  we  had  been  standing,  about  600  yards. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  White's  house  so  placed  as  to  have  more 
view  of  the  town  than  you  have  described  the  Coral  to 
^  have  r 

A.  I  should  iinagine  that  the  ground  upon  which  Mr. 
White's  house  stands,  is  rather  higher  than  one  part  of  the 
Coral ;  but  from  neither  is  to  be  had  any  good  view,  be* 
cause  it  is  intercepted  by  hedges  every  140  yards.  You 
can  sc(i  the  tcps  of  the  iiouscs  and  churches,  but  not  the 
streets. 

Q.  Can  you  see  the  tops  of  the  houses  only  ? 
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.    A-  .The  taps  of  the  houses  and  high  buildings, 

Q.  That  applies  equally  to  the  Coral  and  Mr.  Whites 
hause^  as  I  understand  ? 

A,  Yes  :  immediatelj'  from  the  end  of  the  street  tbert 
tpe  houses  on  both  sides  the  n  ay ;  at  Mr.  White's  lu)use 
there  are  only  houses  on  one  side  the  way* 

Q.  At  tlie  time  when  you  left  the  Coral  de  Miserere^ 
as  you  staled,  at  half  past  four  with  General  Whitelocke, 
ha^  any,  and  w4iat,  information  been  received  by  him^ 
whether  the  light  brigade  under  Brigadier-General  Crau- 
furd,  and  the  45th  under  Colonel  Guard,  had  been  de- 
iieatcd  or  cut  off>  or  succeeded  in  their  respective  objects? 

A.  No  information  had  been  received,  or  was  received^ 
in  the  course  of  that  day:  tlie  first  information  was  on  tlic 
Bjornini:  of  the  follow  in^;  daw 

Q.  After  you  arrived  at  Mr.  White's  house,  did  yoa 
lemain  with  Licutcnant-Gencral  M'hitelocke  ? 

A.  I  did  reuiiiin  with  Licntcnant-General  Whitclocke; 
•nd  did  remain,  with  scarcely  any  exception,  at  Lis  side 
liLl  Ills  arrival  at  the  Plaza  de  Tauros>  the  fallowing  after- 
noon, about  one  o'clock. 

Q.  Stale  what  passed  after  you  arriv^cd*  at  Mr.  White  s 
house,  tlic  orders  that  you  heard  him  give,  how  he  was 
employed,  when  you  separated  for  the  night,  and  all  that 
passed  durin<»  that  night. 

A.  On  our  arrival  at  Mr.  White's  house,  some  orders 
were  given  for  the  more  tlian  usual  safeguard  and  protec- 
tion of  the  house. 

Q.   State  what  those  orders  M'cre. 

A.  Those  orders,  I  think,  were,  tlmt  some  of  the  staff 
^llould,  with  part  (;f  the  men  then  in  the  court-yard,  be 
stalioiM^d,  during  the  course  of  the  night,  upon  the  flat 
roof  of  the  house.  I'here  were  no  other  orders  which  I 
can  recollect.  His  Exccllencv  ?at  silent  and  reserved. 
1  do  not  recollect  at  what  tinio  1  parted  witli  his  I  Acel- 
loncy  that  evcuini;,  but  I  laid  down  to  sleep,  and  did 
ileej),  in  an  luljoiuin^  roou). 

A  AJonber. — Q.  What,  immediately  upon  going 
laeixi ': 

A.  No;  some  three  or  four  hours  after,  perhaps.  There 
was  some  conversation  which  related  to  the  conimuuica- 


459 

tkm  V  ith  the  right  flank  being  opened ;  and  it  wa^  arrang- 
ed, as  I  understood,  that  early  on  the  following  morning 
that  communication  should  be  opened.  1  tnean  all  the 
troops,  acting  in  tlie  right  flank ;  there  were  two  flanks  act- 
iag,  the  right  and  the  left 

Q.  Can  you  tell,  from  any  communication  you  had 
witli  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  why  no  attempt  had 
been  made  to  open  that  communication  during  the  day  of 
the  5th  ? 

:  A.  I  cannot  tell,  from  any  communication  I  had,  with 
Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  why  that  communication 
was  not  opened  on  that  day. 

Q.  Was  any  reason  given  in  that  conversation  why  the 
opening  of  tliat  communication  would  be  more  easy  on  the 
O'th  than  it  had  been  on  the  5th? 

A.  There  were  no  reasons  given.  I  do  not  imagine 
tliat  there  were  any. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  you  heard  Lieutenant-General 
Whitelocke  give  no  other  orders  than  such  as  related  to 
the  3afeguard  of  tlie  house,  and  a  conversation  as  to  the 
t^pening  of  a  communication  with  the  right  flank  on  the 
6th ;  is  this  all  that  you  can  recollect  of  the  manner  in 
which  Lieutenant-GenergJ  Whitelocke  was  employed  dur- 
ing the  three  or  four  hours  which  you  state  passed  between 
t;he  time  of  your  arrival  at  Mr.  White  s  house  and  your 
;separating  for  the  night? 

A.  Some  conversation  probably  occurred  as  to  tlie  suc- 
cesses or  events  of  the  morning ;  but  as  the  comnmnication 
with  the  right  flank  was  the  most  important,  it  has  made 
the  strongest  impression  on  my  recollection. 

To-morroxo  being  Ash-JVednesdayj  the  Court  adjourned 
to  Thursday. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  DAY. 

THURSDAY,  MARCH  3,  1808. 

Captain  Frascr  called  in  again. 

Examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 
Q.  State  whether  any  thing,  and  what,  passed  during 
the  night,  aud  from  the  tinje  you  saw  Lieutenant-Genem 
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Whitelocke  in  the  morning,  till  you  set  out  to  the  Plaza  de 
Tauros. 

A.  I  have  before  stated  that  I  slept  that  night  in  the 
adjoining  room  to  the  one  in  which  General  Whitelocke 
uas.  I  think  that  once  or  twice  in  the  course  of  the  night 
General  Whitelocke  came  from  that  room  to  the  one  in 
whicl)  I  was ;  but  I  do  not  recollect  having  spoken  to  him,, 
or  liaving  heard  any  thing  particular,  till  near  day-break 
in  tlic  morning  of  the  6th.  At  day-break  I  left  Mr, 
Whitofs  house,  and  proceeded  to  the  park  of  artillery  iu 
the  Coral  dc  IVliserere.  I  was  some  time  occupied  there 
in  makin;:;  the  necessary  arrangements  to  see  whether  all 
the  artillery  were  prepared;  and  I  think  his* Excellency 
soon  aflcnvards  came  down  to  the  Coral  de  Miserere, 
and,  dismounting  from  his  horse,  walked  backwards  and 
foinvards  hear  the  same  spot  on  which  he  had  been  the 
chief  part  of  tlic  preceding  clay.  I  understood  that  an 
officer  and  party  had  gone  to  open  the  communication 
with  the  right  flank.  Some  conversation  took  place  with 
regard  to  the  events  of  the  preceding  day;  and  1  think 
Lieu  tenant-General  Wliitelocke,  intimating  hb  intension 
to  go  to  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  his  Excellency  did  desire 
me  to  have  the  two  6 -pounders,  which  were  then  with  the 
park  of  artillery,  ready  to  accompany  him  to  the  Plaza  de 
Tauros.  I  think,  but  I  am  not  sure,  that  this  conversation 
took  place  before  the  arrival  of  an  orderly-serjeant  from 
the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  and  who  was  the  bearer  of  commu- 
nication from  General  Liniers,  which  I  understood  to  have 
been  sent  to  General  Whitelocke  at  the  Plaza  de  Tauros, 
and  to  have  been  forwarded  from  thence  by  order  of  Sir 
Simiiel  Achmuty.  General  Whitelocke,  on  opening  this 
Icitcr  from  General  Liniers,  showed  it  to  me,  requesting  me 
to  translate  it,  it  beuig  in  Spanish.     Looking  over  it,  and 

5)artly  eomj)rehcnding  it,  I  replied  to  his  Excellency,  that 
'.  was  not  sufficiently  acquainted  v^ith  the  Spanish  lan- 
guage. Cieneral  Whitelocke  then  showed  the  letter  to 
Captain  Squire,  of  the  Itoyal  Engineers,  who  did  read, 
and  explain  its  contents  to  ihc  General.  Ihere  were  no 
other  officers  immediately  about  the  person  of  General 
Whitelocke  at  this  instant.  Major-General  Gower  was 
distant  from  the  General,  I  think,  about  30  yards;  he  wo? 
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more  near,  I  tlridk,  than  any  other  officer^  General 
Whitelocke  showed  the  letter  to  Major-General  Cower; 
and  I  retired  to  some  distance,  that  I  might  not  appear  to 
^'isb  to  hear  the  conversation  that  passed  between  the  two 
Generals.  An  answer  was  written,  I  think,  to  this  com- 
munication from  General  liniers.  General  Whitelocke 
again  intimated  his  intention  of  going  to  the  Plaza  de  Tau- 
ros ;  and,  after  some  delay,  the  column,  consisting  of  the 
^dragoons,  some  mounted  dragoons  of  the  17th,  some 
few  infantry-men,  of  what  particular  corps  I  do  not  recol- 
lect, did  leave  the  Coral,  and  did  march  to  the  Plaza  de 
Tauros.  I  think  the  column  marched  about  twelve,  and 
arHved  at  the  Plaza  de  Tauros  about  one  that  day :  of  tlie 
precise  time  I  am  not  sure. 

Q.  Did  you  examine  the  guns  at  the  Plaza  de  Tauros? 
and  if  you  did,  state  the  number  which  were  then  fit  for 
service,. or  that  might  have  been  made  so. 

A.  Immediately  upon  my  arrival  at  tlie  Plaza  de  Tau-* 
ros,  I  went  to  examine  the  position  for  the  erection  of 
such  batteries  as  might  be  erected  against  the  city  of  liue- 
not  Ayres ;  I  therefore  did  not  myself  examine  the  guns^- 
but  they  were  immediately  examined,  and  a  report  of  their 
state  was  made  to  me ;  and  there  were  1 1  pieces  of  ord** 
nance,  from  36-pounders  to  8-pouuders,  which  were  im- 
mediately serviceable,  of  such  guns  as  had  been  captured 
at  tlie  Ketiro ;  there  were  besides,  at  the  Coral  de  Mi- 
serere, three  guns  immediately  serviceable,  and  of  sufficient 
calibre  to  have  been  so  employed :  there  were  besides,  of 
ordnance,  spiked  at  the  moment,  but  which  might  have 
been  rendered  serviceable,  ten. 

Q.  I  do  not  understand  you  to  have  stated  the  number 
which  might  have  been  rendered  serviceable. 

A.  Ten,  beside  the  fourteen  :  there  were  moreover  of 
ordnance  embarked  from  Monte  Video,  and  which  I  pre- 
sume might  have  been  landed  in  the  course  of  a  few 
hours,  twelve  pieces  of  ordnance,  making  a  total  of  36 
pieces  of  ordnance  from  S6-pounders  to  8-pounder9, 
which  last  I  considered  as  the  lowest  calibre  eligible  for 
this  service.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  explanatory  to  remark, 
that  after  having  examined  the  Spanish  arsenal,  that  I  did 
report  to  Lieutenant-Generai  Whitelocke  that  I  possessed 
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every  means  for  the  erection  and  for  the  thrice  of  sndi 
batteries  as  might  be  required  for  the  above  pieces  of 
ordnance.  No  exatt  account  of  the  proportion  of  stores 
in  the  arsenal  was  taken ;  but  I  did  then,  and  do  now/ 
confidently  believe,  that  there  were  not  less  than  600  bar- 
rels of  powder;  I  mean  whole  barrels,  of  90lbs.  of  powder 
each. 

Q.  Who  made  that  report  to  you? 

A.  The  report  with  regard  to  the  guns  being  spiked  or 
not  spiked,  was  made  by  a  corporal  of  artillery ;  but  I  sub- 
sequently examined  them  myself,  and  found  tlie  report  to 
be  correct. 

Q.  What  was  your  opinion,  as  an  artillery  officer,  of  the 
facility  which  the  possession  of  the  Plaza  de  Tauros  pre- 
sented towards  the  estal)lishment  of  batteries  and  other 
military  operations  against  the  town? 

A.  I  did  consider,  and  did  express  my  opinion,  that 
the  Plaza  de  Tauros  afforded  every  facility  tor  the  erec* 
tion  of  l)atteries  against  the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres ;  the 
most  eligible  situation  for  their  erection  having  been  mark* 
cd  out  by  Captain  Squire  and  myself. 

Q.  Mere  you  at  any  time,  and  when,  consulted  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Genera 1  ^V'hitelocke upon  the  subject? 

A.  Immediatelv  after  arrivin<jf  at  the  Plaza  de  Tauros, 
about  one  oVlock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  6th,  and  after 
going  down  to  reconnoitre  towards  the  banks  of  the  Plata, 
from  whence  the  fort  was  clcarlv  and  distinctiv  visible: 
and  after  going  from  thence  to  the  top  of  the  amphithe- 
atre of  tlie  Plaza  de  Tauros,  I  was  specially  ordered  to 
come  to  (iencral  Whitclocke,  then  at  the  Retiro.  I  was 
asked,  in  a  general  manner,  as  to  the  power  we  possessed  of 
erecting  batteries  aj^ainst  the  city.  I  replied,  that  I  would 
run  to  tlie  arsenal,  at  the  distance  of  about  300  yards; 
and,  after  seeinji  the  resources  in  ammunitien  and  stores, 
would  give  his  Excellency  a  decided  answer.  1  did  so; 
and  I  did  give  to  his  Excellency  the  following  answer : 
"  There  is  an  abundance  of  ammunition  and  stores;  and 
"  I  will  i>ledge  myself  to  your  Excellency  that  between 
"  20  and  30  pieces  of  artillery  shall  play  upon  the  town 
"  to-morrow  morning.'*  Souje  objections  were  started, 
that  some  of  tlic  heaviest  guns  were  spiked.     I  replied, 
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that  I  would  be  responsible  tliey  should  be  unspifced.  h 
uas  observed,  that  the  city  could  not  be  set  fire  to.  I  re* 
plied,  that  the  experiment  might  be  made,  and  tliat,  u\n\\ 
events,  the  enemy  must  be  dislodged  from  that  quarter  of 
the  city. 

Q.  What  quarter  of  the  city  did  you  mean  ? 

A.  That  quarter  of  the  city  which  would  be  immedi- 
ately exposed  to  the  fire  from  the  Plaza  de  ^i'auros, 

Q.  State,  as  accurately  as  you  can,  tlie  distance  betvveeu 
tbc  Plaza  and  the  tort. 

Q.  In  a  straight  line,  it  is  about  l()oO  yards;  always 
taking  our  ideas  from  the  large  Spanish  maps,  and  from 
tlie  corrections  which  our  subsequent  ex})ericnce  enabled 
us  to  judge  and  to  form  an  opinion  upon. 

Q.  Would  it,  or  would  it  not,  have  been  practicable,  by 
destroying  any  of  the  traverses  between  the  line  of  fire 
from  the  Plaza  to  the  fort,  to  have  erected  batteries  nearer 
the  fort? 

A.  With  a  view  to  the  destruction  of  the  fort,  it  might 

have  been  probable  that  batteries  would  have  been  erected 

,  on  tlie  beach,  on  the  low  ground  against  the  fort ;  but  the 

fort  is  a  contemptible  work,  which,  battered  in  breacli, 

would  have  fallen  in  a  few  hours. 

Q.  Must  it  have  fallen  in  consequence  of  the  fire  finom 
the  Plaza? 

A.  No,  not  from  the  Plaza  ;  the  Plaza  would  Jiave  been 
a  very  improper  place  to  have  fired  froniiagainst  the  foit, 
in  consequence  of  the  high  builduigs  intervening;  the  fort 
is  low,  but  there  are  high  buildings  inteiTening. 
Gefieral  /f'hitelocke   clcc/i/ied    asking    am/    quGstmis  of 

Captain  Fraser. 

Judge  Advocate. — Captain  Fraser  will  hear  his  evidence 
read,  and  if  there  is  any  tiling  wrong,  he  will  correct  it 
Captain  Fraser s  evidence  uas  here  read. 
The  xcitness  icithdreiv. 

Captain  Squire  called  in. 

The  third  and  fourth  articles  of  chaige  read. 

Examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 
Q.  Did  you  proceed  from  the  Coral  to  the  Plaza  dc 
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Tauros  witli  LieuteDant-General  AVhitelockc,  on  the  6th 
of  July  ? 

A.   Vcs,  I  did, 

Q.  \\'luit  M  as  yotir  opinion,  as  an  Engineer,  of  the  fa- 
cility which  llic  pD.-^cssion  of  the  Piaza  dc  Tauros  present- 
ed towards  tlic  cstahhshinent  of  batteries,  and  other  mili- 
tary Of)erations  against  the  town  of  Buenos  A}Tes? 

A.  I  (Hd  think  it  a  very  favourable  position  for  the  esta- 
bUshment  of  batteries ;  and  we  had  ample  means,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  ciipture  of  tlic  arsenal  belonging  to  the 
cnenu%  of  cstabli:?hiiii»  tliose  batteries. 

Q.  Would  it,  or  would  it  not,  in  your  judgement,  have 
been  practicable  to  cannonade  and  bombard  tlie  town  from 
tlie  Plaza,  with  the  means  you  had  in  your  power? 

A.  1  did  think  tlie  butteries  would  have  been  effectual. 

JJ'iilulrac. 


LieutemmuColoncl  Torrcm  called  in  asahu 

The  third  and  fourth  charges  read. 

Examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  Were  yon  with  Licutcnant-Gcncral  Whitelocke 
during  the  oth  of  Julv? 

A.  l^art  of  the  day :  I  was  repeatedly  absent  from  bim 
in  the  course  of  the  dav. 

Q.  State  what  orders  you  received  from  Lieutenant- 
Gf^ncral  Wliitclocke  during  that  day  as  far  as  your  me- 
nioiy  will  enable  you.  I  mean  not  only  the  orders  voii 
rcc(  ivt.d   voursclf.    but  the   orders  he   conununicatt^d   to 

OthtM'S. 

-A.  It  havhip  been  rrportcd  about  nine  o'clock  that 
niorninir,  that  a  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  liad  formed 
in  our  rear,  Captain  Whittinghani  and  I  went  by  thedc- 
ni» Mi's  desire  to  reconnoitre ;  we  took  1()  mounted  dragoons 
i\\i\  about  :J0  disniounteil  men  of  the  9th  dragoons.  On 
proci'cdin<jj  a  little  way,  I  found  that  tliis  force  was  more 
c'onsidcnible  than  I  imagined,  and  I  3cnt  Captain  Plake 
t.iC  As'-i^tant-Adjutant-Cicneral  to  report  that  I  thought  il 
niy  duty  to  pursue  tliem.     AVe  were  absent  on  this  duty 
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about  three  hours,  when  we  returned  to  the  Coral,  having 
succeeded  in  dispersing  this  force  which  might  have  con- 
sisted of  about  30()  horse.  About  three  o'clock  General 
Wliitelocke  desired  that  I  would  write  a  note  to  Colond 
Witherington,  who  commanded  in  the  centre,  to  express 
his  surprise  at  having  been  told  that  our  men  were  plun- 
dering the  abandoned  houses,  and  ordering  him  to  use 
every  exertion  to  prevent  such  irregularity.  About  this 
time,  Captain  Whittingham  returned  from  having  reported 
Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  to  be  in  possession  of  the  Plaza  de 
Tauros. 

Q.  Were  you  present  when  Captain  Whittinghiiih  re- 
ceived bis  orders  from  General  Whitelocke  ? 

A.  I  was.  The  General  desired  I  would  write  to  the 
firicadier-General,  ordering  him  tb  maintain  his  position, 
and  remain  on  the  defensive  until  he  joined  him  the  next 
morning :  those  wei-e  the  or/Iy  orders  I  received. 

Q.  I  wish  to  know  whctiier  you  were  present  at  the  time 
Lieutenant-General  Whitdocke  gave  his  orders  for  Cap- 
tain Whittingham  to  proceed } 

A.  I.  was. 

Q.  Before  you  state  what  was  done  in  consequence  of 
that  report,  I  wish  you  to  state  all  tbat  passed,  if  you  were 
present,  bet\^'een  Captain  Whittingham  and  Lieutenant- 
General  Whitelocke,  on  tiie  subject  of  those  orders  in  con- 
sequence of  which  be  set  out. 

A.  Captain  WMttingham,  myself,  and  some  other  officers 
of  the  staff,  were  walking  together  on  the  Coral  a  Kttlcf 
after  two  o'clock ;  Lietitenant-General  Whitelocke  came 
iip,  and  said  he  did  not  like  to  order  any  person,  but  would 
feel  himself  obliged  to  any  officer  who  would  go  to  the  left 
and  bring  information  relative  to  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty's 
situation.  Captain  Whittingham  immediately  offered  hisr 
services;  and  he  was  desired  to  collect  what  he  thought  a 
sufficient  escort.  There  were  no  further  orders  given  to 
Captain  Whittingham  that  I  heard. 

Q.  Were  you  present  wlien  Captain  Whittingham  ttaiCe 
his  report  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  was; 

Q.  State  with  what  escort  he  went;  and  Wh'jthis  rcfpcit 
was. 

S  H 
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A.  Captain  Whittingham  took  10  or  IS  dragoons,  aqd 
30  or  40  infantry,  I  think ;  I  cannot  speak  with  any  pre- 
cision. I  understood  from  him  tliat  be  proceeded  from 
the  RecoUata  as  a  marked  point,  and  then  turned  to  the 
riglit,  and  felt  his  way  to  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  ivhere  he 
found  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  posted.  There  were  a  great 
many  armed  people  in  tlie  way ;  and  he  was  repeatedly 
fired  at.  Having  cleared  the  hedges  with  his  infantry, 
there  was  no  difficulty  whatever  in  his  progi*css.  Captain 
Whittingham  thought  it  so  essential  to  bring  a  report  to  the 
Commander  of  the  forces  without  loss  of  time,  that  he  left 
thp  infantry  at  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  and  gallopp^  back 
with  tlie  dragoons.  lie  reported  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty's 
success,  having  taken  30  pieces  of  cannon,  above  600 
prisoners,  tlie  arsenal  containing  stores  and  ammunitioii, 
and  had  opened  a  communication  with  Captain  Thompson 
of  the  navy,  who  commanded  the  gun-boats.  The  Brig^ 
dier  recommended  that  the  Commander  of  the  forces  should 
move  the  head-quarters  to  the  Plaza  de  Tauros  that  night 
To  tlie  best  of  my  recollection  this  is  the  whole  purport  of 
Captain  Whittinghanrs  report. 

Q.  Did  Captain  Whittingham  state  to  General  White- 
locke  what  time  it  had  taken  him  in  going  and  returning  to 
the  Plaza  de  Tauros ;  and  at  what  hour  did  he  make  his 
report  ? 

A.  He  made  his  report  about  a  quaiter  before  four 
o'clock  ;  I  cannot  be  accurate  as  to  the  time.  And  he  did 
not  in  my  presence,  or  within  my  hearing,  make  any  re- 
port as  to  the  period  he  had  been  on  the  march. 

Q.  1  understood  you  to  say  he  received  the  orders  to 
march  to  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  about  two  o'clock. 

A.  About  a  quarter  after  two,  and  made  his  report  on 
his  return  about  four,  or  perhaps  before  that. 

Q.  You  were  proceeding  to  state  the  orders  you  re- 
ceived froiri  Lieutenant-Generul  Whitelocke,  in  respect  to 
some  artillerymen :  state  what  that  was. 

A..  I  should  have  stated  that  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  ex- 
pressed a  great  want  of  artillerymen  ;  and  a  detachment  of 
obont  30  was  sent  to  him  some  time  after  Captain  Whit* 
UnjTham  arrived  at  the  Coral. 

^i.  State  any  other  orders  you  heard  given. 


467 

A.  No  other  ordef s  whatever  did  I  receive,  or  hear  given 
in  my  presence. 

Q.  When  Captain  Whittingham  made  his  report  to 
Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  did  Lieutcnant-General 
Whitelocke  give  any,  and  what,  reason  for  not  complying 
with  the  \fish  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  expressed,  that  he 
would  repkir  himself  to  the  Plaza  that  evening? 

A.  I  understood  that  General  Whitelocke  would  not 
quit  the  centre  until  he  received  a  report  from  tlie  right 
flank,  particularly  from  Brigadier-General  Craufurd. 

Q.  With  the  exception  of  this  order  to  Captain  Whit- 
tingham, given  about  two  o'clock  on  that  day,  do  you 
know^  of  any  other  attempt  having  been  made  by  Lieute- 
nant-General Whitelocke,  personally  or  otherwise,  to,  co- 
operate with  and  support  the  different  columns  of  tlie 
army  ? 

A.  When  I  returned  from  the  pursuit  of  the  cavahy, 
which  I  have  related,  I  heard  that^  during  my  absence, 
the  carabineers  and  a  detachment  of  the  9th  light  dra- 
goons had  been  pushed  up  one  of  the  central  streets,  and 
repulsed  with  loss.  About  half  past  one  o'clock  the  Bri- 
gade-Major Cossley  was  sent  with  two  or  three  dragoons 
to  endeavour  to  feel  his  way  to  the  right ;  but  he  returned 
in  a  few  minutes,  reporting  it  to  be  impracticable.  I  am 
not  acquainted  with  any  other  attempts  towards  co-ope- 
ration. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  the  force  composing 
the  reserve  of  that  day  ?  By  reserve,  I  mean  that  part  of 
the  army  which  did  not  form  any  part  of  the  column  eri* 
gaged  in  the  attack,  or  the  corps  under  Colonel  Mahon^ 

A.  There  were  about  1050  or  1100  men  of  the  troops 
you  allude  to ;  but  I  include  in  that  number^  near  lOO 
men  attached  to  the  commissary  department,  and  1 80  left 
by  tHe  different  regiments  in  charge  of  the  knapsacks. 

Q.  Did  you  quit  tlic  Coral  with  General  Whitelocke  on 
the  evening  of  the  5th  ? 

A.  When  it  became  dark  I  quitted  the  Coral  with  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  and  the  rest  of  the  staff, 

Q.  When  you  stated  that  you  had  not  heard  Lieute- 
nant-General Whitelocke  give  any  other  orders  than  those 
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you  have  mentioned,  did  you  mean  to  include  what  passed 
at  Mr.  White's  house  ? 

A.  No.  I  heard  General  Whitelocke,  some  time  after  I 
arrived  at  Mr.  White's  house,  pve  orders  to  his  Aids-de- 
Camp  to  keep  watch  at  the  top  of  the  house,  and  to  re* 
lieve  each  other  every  hour,  or  every  two  hours,  I  don't 
know  which ;  that  was  the  only  order  I  heard  tliat  nig^L 
I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  the  Lieutenant-General  may  na?c 
given  many  orders  without  my  knowledge:  I  was  frequently 
absent  from  him. 

Q,  Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  know  of  any  reason  which 
prevented  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  from  giving  any 
other  support  or  co-operation  to  tlie  different  columns  (X 
his  army  engaged  in  tlie  attack,  personally  or  otherwise, 
during  the  5th  ? 

A.  Not  having  had  any  conversation  directly  or  mdi^ 
rectly  with  General  Whitelocke  in  the  course  of  that  day, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  attack,  I  am  not  acquainted  with 
any  of  the  motives  by  which  he  was  actuated.  I  had  un- 
derstood that  the  taeutenant-General  waited  for  reports 
from  the  different  columns,  before  he  decided  upon  any 
and  what  co-operation. 

Questions  by  Llcutcnant-General  JVhitclacke. 

Q,  Do  you  remember  it  being  reported  to  me  that 
three  of  our  colours  were  seen  flying,  one  tow ards  the 
centre  of  the  town,  and  our  men  upon  the  top  of  the 
building  on  which  the  centre  coloui's  were  flying? 

A.  I  do  remember  such  a  report  being  made  by  Cap- 
tain Foster,  and  I  saw  tiie  colours  alluded  to  myself,  from 
an  advanced  situation. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  our  receiving,  in  tlie  course  of 
the  5th,  and  at  what  time,  iiilormatiou  of  the  colours  of  the 
fort  having  been  struck  ? 

A.  A  little  past  one  o'clock  some  person  from  the  front 
reported  tliat  the  Spanish  colours  at  the  fort  had  been 
atruck :  I  went  forward  myself,  and  saw  with  inv  glass 
that  they  hung  only  about  the  flag  stafi",  the  day  being  re- 
markably calm. 


469 

I 

Q.  Had  you  any  reason  to  suppose,  from  any  thing  ybo 
heard,  or  any  thing  that  passed,  either  before  or  on  the 
5th,  that  any  of  the  general  officers,  or  others  in  command^ 
entertained  any  doubt  as  to  the  success  of  the  attacic,  or 
apprehension  of  its  failure  ? 

A.  I  did  not  hear,  either  previously  to,  or  during  the  at- 
tack, any  apprehension  expressed"^  as  to  its  failui*e  by  any 
of  the  officers  about  us. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  general  officers  as  well  as  others  ? 

A.  Certainly. 

Judge  Advocate. — Q.  Was  any  other  artillery  officer 
than  Captain  Eraser,  to  your  knowledge  at  the  Coral,  when 
the  artillerymen  were  sent  to  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  ? 

A.  No  other  officer  was  at  the  Coral  but  Captain 
Fraser  at  that  time. 

Q.  At  what  hour  was  that  report  made  by  Captain 
Foster? 

A.  I  did  not  attend  much  to  Captain  Foster's  report :  I 
cannot  say  at  what  hour  he  made  it  I  saw  the  colours 
myself  at  about  half  past  one. 

Q.  Had  not  all  communication  been  cut  off  between 
the  reserve  and  the  attacking  columns  before  that  report 
was  made ;  and  could  a  communication  have  been  opened 
without  an  armed  force  ? 

A.  I  believe  all  communication  to  have  been  cut  off 
before  that  report  was  made,;  and  I  do  not  think  it  could 
have  been  kept  up  without  an  armed  force. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  no  apprehension  was  expressed 
by  the  general  officers,  or  others  in  command,  of  the  sue* 
cess  of  the  plan,  were  the  general  officers  ever  consulted 
upon  it  ? 

A.  I  was  never  present  at  any  consultation  with  the 
general  officers  with  respect  to  the  plan,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  General  Gower,  whom  I  have  heard  speak  to  the 
General  on  the  subject  of  the  plan. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  no  apprehension  was  expressed 
by  any  of  the  officers  during  tiie  attack ;  had  not  Captaia 
Wbittmgham  reported  the  total  fiedlure  of  the  attack  made 
by  Bri^idier-General  Lumley  s  brigade  ? 

A.  Captain  Whittingham  reported  that  Brigadief*Ge 
neral  Lumley^s  brigade  had  fidlen  back  on  the  Tauroa, 
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%i'ith  the  exception  of  the  88th  regiment,  Tvhich  had  hten 
taken  prisoners. 

Judge  Jdvocaie. — ^There  is  a  point  to  which  I  forgot  to 
examine  Captain  Whittingham,  and  which  it  may  save  the 
time  of  the  Court  if  I  examine  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tor- 
rens  upon,  provided  he  is  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
stance ;  I  .mean  as  to  the  report  of  Captain  Whittingham, 
who  is  so  ill  that  he  cannot  attend  to  day.  General 
Whitelocke  will  state  whether  he  has  any  objection  to  my 
examining  Licutcnant-Coloncl  Torrens  to  it  instead  of 
Captain  Whittingham. 

Licutcmmt'Gcnn^al  JVhiUlockc. — I  have  not  the  least 
objection. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  do  not  know  whether  he  can  state 
the  fact  or  not. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Ton^ens.  —  Captain  Whittingham 
himself  will  certainly  be  here  on  the  next  day  the  Couit 
meets :  I  cannot,  with  any  precision,  give  any  account  of 
his  report ;  I  can  give  it  in  general  terms,  but  not  with  any 
precbion. 

Questions  by  the  Court, 

Q.  Did  you  write  or  send,  by  Lieutenant-General 
Whitelocke's  directions,  any  orders  to  Colonel  Mahon  on 
tlie  5th  of  July  ? 

A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Was  any  information  received  of  or  from  Colonel 
Mahon  that  morning,  previous  to  the  attack  or  subsequent 
to  it ;  or  was  it  known  where  he  was  with  tlie  troops  under 
his  command  during  any  part  of  the  day  of  the  5lb 
of  July? 

A.  No  information  whatever  was  received  of  or  from 
Colonel  Mahon  in  the  course  of  the  5th  ;  but  it  was  pre- 
$umed  that  he  was  posted  to  the  eastward  of  the  bridge, 
in  conformity  to  the  orders  which  had  been  sent  to  him 
the  preceding  evening. 

Q.  In  the  course  of  the  5tli  of  July  was  it  ever  proposed 
to  the  Geneiul,  or  did  he  himself  ever  propose,  to  place 
himself  at  the  head  of  his  reserve,  and  thus  attempt  forcir 
hly  to  penetrate  and  to  place  himself  in  the  comprtuuicatioii 
VVItb  (1)0  divbions  of  his  army^  which;^  in  obedience  to  liis 
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orders,  had  advanced  beyond  his  sight  in  tlie  attack  of  the 
town  of  Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  I  never  heard,  in  tlie  course  of  that  day,  of  any  such 
proposition  being  made  either  to  or  from  the  Lieutenant- 
General. 

Q.  Did  the  General  himself  ever  go  forwards  to  ob- 
serve, in  consequence  of  any  reports  which  you  have 
stated  to  have  been  ma^e  to  liim  during  the  5t\i  of  July  ? 

A.  He  did  not  go  forward  to  observe,  in  consequence 
of  any  such  reports,  during  the  different  periods  tliat  I  was 
at  head-quarters  that  day. 

Q.  Was  tiie  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  general 
officers  about  him,  when  you  retired  to  White's  house  in 
the  evening  of  tlie  5th  of  July,  that  the  attack  of  the 
army  had  been  successful  ? 

A.  General  Whitelocke  expressed  great  anxiety,  about 
the  right;  the  impression  of  complete  success  was  not 
on  the  mind  of  any  person  present,  as  we  had  heard  of 
the  capture  of  the  8Sth  regiment;  but  great  hopes  were 
entertained  that  a  favourable  position  bad  been  taken  up  on 
the  enemy's  left  flank,  in  consequence  of  the  colour  that 
we  had  seen  flying  on  our  right. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  attempt  was  made  on 
the  5th,  to  ascertain  if  Colonel  Mahon  received  the  orders 
sent  to  him  on  the  4th,  or  to  know  if  he  had  arrived*  at  tlie 
place  he  was  ordered  to  move  to  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  such  attempt  having  been 
made  in  the  course  of  that  day.  IJrigadc-Major  Cossley, 
as  I  before  stated,  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  right  at 
one  time,  but  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  precise  orders 
he  received. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  the  bridge  across  tli^ 
Chuello  \\  as  in  possession  of  the  enemy  during  the  time 
the  head-quarters  of  the  army  was  at  White's  house  ? 

A.  I  did  not  know  whether  the  bridge  over  the  Chuello 
was  in  possession  of  tlie  enemy,  but  I  supi>osed  he  could 
not  have  remained  tljere,  as  his  retreat  would  be  cut  oft' 
from  the  town. 

Q.  Could  it  be  ascertained,  whether  the  colour  you  al- 
lude to  was  flying  pn  the  convent  of  St  Domjngo  or.  the 
Rcsidentja.' 
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A.  The  colours  I  saw  were  certainly  supposed  to  be  on 
the  Residentia,  as  they  were  close  down  on  the  river. 

The  witness  withdrew. 

The  Honourable  Colonel  Mahon  called  in  again. 

The  third  and  fourth  articles  of  charge  read. 

Examined  hy  the  Judge  Advocate. 

The  evidence  of  Colonel  Mahon  read. 

A  paper  produced  by  Colonel  Mahon  was  ordered  to  he 
entered  upon  the  minutes.     (See  Appendlv.) 

Q.  Where  did  you  receive  the  orderis,  dated  the  5th  of 
July,  which  I  have  just  read  in  your  evidence? 

A.  At  Reduction. 

Q.  State  what  you  did  in  consequence  of  that  order. 

A.  I  marched  as  speedily  as  I  could,  and  coining  to  the 
bridge  over  the  Chuello,  I  passed  it  about  five  o^dock  in 
the  evening  of  the  5th  of  July,  leaving  the  rear-guard 
under  the  command  of  Major  Gwynne,  of  the  45threg|i- 
ment,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  from  Buenos 
Ayres. 

Q.  At  what  hour  did  you  march  from  Reduction? 

A.  I  believe,  about  eleven  o  cloclc. 

Q.  Did  you  meet  with  any,  and  what,  obstacles  from 
the  enemy  in  your  march  from  Reduction  to  the  bridge  ? 

A.  None,  that  I  recollect,  except  tlie  badness  of  the 
roads,  and  perhaps  a  rivulet  now  and  then.  None  from 
the  enemy. 

Q.  After  this  order,  which  you  received  at  twenty 
minutes  after  ten,  in  the  morning  of  the  5th,  did  you  re- 
ceive any,  and  what,  orders  from  General  Mliitelocke  in 
the  course  of  that  day  ? 

A.  None. 

Q .  After  the  order,  stating  that  you  were  to  take  post  at 
a  safe  distance  from  the  bridge,  what  reason  led  you  to 
proceed  beyond  it? 

A.  On  arriving,  as  I  conceived,  at  a  safe  distance  from 
the  river  and  the  bridge,  I  went  forward  with  the  Assist- 
ant-Quarter-Master-General,  Captain  Stewart,  to  recon- 
pipitrej  and  finding  the  bridge  was  not  defended,  and  that 
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it. still  ij^ained,  I  judged  it  prudent  to  €ros3  it  widi  tlie 
column,  leaving  the  rear-guard  on  tKe  opposite  side  of  t)3e 
river ;  of  which  I  acquainted  the  Commander  in  Cbief^  by 
letter,  as  soon  as  possible. 

Q.  Had  you  any  reason  to  know,  in  the  course  of  the 
5th,  that  the  British  troops  were  attacking  the  town  of 
Buenos  Ayres? 

A.  Yes;  I  heard  the  firing  commence  at  half-past  six' 
in  the  morning :  I  could  hear  it  distinctly,  the  wind  blow* 
ingfair  to  me. 

'  ij-  Were  the  troops  under  your  command,  which  you 
have  stated,  including  the  seamen,  to  amount  to  1 800,  in 
a  situation  to  have  co-operated  in  that  attack  if  you  had  re- 
ceived orders  to  do  so? 
'  A.  They  were,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few  invalids. 

Q.  In  what  situation  did  the  corps  under  your  command, 
pass  the  night  of  the  5th  ? 

A.  That  part  of  the  force  which  \yas  not  employed  on 
duty,  either  as  piquets  or  guards,  got  into  cantonments  in 
large  and  good  houses,  in  the  village  of  Bs^racka,  with  the 
exception  of  the  rear-miard. 

Q.  What  distance  is  the  village  of  Barracka  from  tlie 
Miserere  ? 

A.  I  cannot  undertake  to  state  the  distance  In  a  straight 
direction;  we  were  ordered  to  approach  it  in  a  circuitous 
one. 

Q.  .What  is  the  distance  from  the  bridge  ? 

A.  The  village  is  quite  close  to  the  bridge. 

Q.  What  orders  did  you  receive  from  Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Whitelocke,  in  the  course  of  the  6th ;  and  what  did  you 
do  in  consequence  of  those  orders  ? 

A.  About  eleven,  o'clock  on  the  6th,  Captain  Whittin'^'. 
ham  arrived  with  a  company  of  the  88th,  and  brou;4ht  nie 
orders  to  march  to  tlie  house  tliat  had  been  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  Mr.  White's  house, 
ney  the  Miserere.  Captain  Whittingham  left  a  Spanish 
prisoner  as  guide,  to  show  me  a  circuitous  w  ay  to  get  to 
Mr.  White  s  house,  witliout  approaching  too  near  to  the 
town. 

Q.  Did  you  march  to  the  Miserere?  how  long  did  you 
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remain  there  ?  and  when  did  you  march  to  the  Flaza  de 
Tiuros  ? 

A.  I  marched  to  the  Miserere,  wherie  I  did  not  arrive 
before  sun-set,  on  the  Gih.  I  remained  tiiere  on  the  7th, 
and  until  one  o'clock  on  the  8th,  when  I  received  orders  to 
march  to  the  head-quarters  at  Retiro,  which  place  1  did 
not  reach  before  sun-set,  also.  It  was  to  the  position  the 
army  had  taken  up  between  the  Retiro  and  the  Recollata, 
the  head-quarters  of  .the  army. 

Q.  Were  the  troops  under  your  command,  consistiog 
of  1600  troops  and  200  seamen,  and  the  artillery  attach- 
ed to  tlicm,  ever  engaged  with  the  enemy,  during  the  ex- 
pedition to  Buenos'Ayres? 

A.  The  flankers  and  rear-guard  had  some  skimushing 
firing  in  the  course  of  the  march. 

Q.  What  distance  was  your  post  at  the  village  of  Bar* 
racka  from  the  Residentia  ? 

A.  I  do  not  think  it  could  have  been  more  tliaa  a  niOe 
and  a  half. 

Q.  Had  you  'known  the  situation  of  the  45th,  couM 
you  then  have  co-operated  with  them  on  the  night  of  the 
otii  ? 

A.  I  tliink  I  could. 

The  tcUncss  xcithdrexr. 

Captain  John  Randall  Foster  called  w,  7iad  sicoru. 

The  third  article  of  charge  read, 

Exam'nied  by  the  Judge  Advocate, 

Q.  Were  you  Aid-de-Camp  to  Lieutenant-Gencral 
M'liitelockc  upon  the  expedition  to  Buenos  Ayrcs  r 

A.   I  was. 

Q.  Were  you  witli  Licuteuant-Gcncral  Whitelocke  on 
the  jthof  July? 

A.  I  wcis,  oxrei)t  during  the  time  1  was  absent  in  the 
execution  of  his  orders. 

Q.  State  what  orders  you  rcccrved  from  Lieutenant- 
Gencral  Whitelocke  during  the  course  of  that  day;  what 
you  did  in  consequence  of  tliose  orders,  and  the  length  of 
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time  during  which  you  were  absent  from  Lieutenant-Ge* 
neral  Whitelocke  in  the  execution  of  tliem. 

A,  The  first  order  I  received  firom  Lieutenant-General 
Whitelocke  was  about  nine  o  clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
5th.  There  was  some  firing  on  the  left^  I  was  directed  by  the 
General  to  see  from  what  it  arose^  I  went  to  the  left,  and 
found  it  proceeded  from  our  own  sentinels,  who  were  fir* ' 
ing  at  individuals  of  the  enemy,  who  were  making  their 
escape  out  of  the  town,  A  non-commissioned  officer  re- 
ported to  me  that  the  enemy  were  collecting  in  some  forc^ 
further  to  the  left,  and  rather  to  our  rear.  1  proceeded  to 
reconnoitre  their  position,  and  found  them  to  be  about  200 
cavalry,  but  not  formed  in  any  regular  order.  They  were 
at  this  time  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant.  I  returned 
to  General  A\'hitelocke,  and  made  a  report  of  the  circuip- 
stances.  I  was  soon  afterwards  ordered  by  General  White- 
locke to  go  into  the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  endeavour 
to  ascertain  the  situation  of  the  attacking  columns :  this 
might  be  rather  before  ten  o*clock.  I  went  into  the  centre 
oi  the  town,  and  directed  myself  to  Where  I  heard  firing. 
I  advanced  about  a  mile,  when  I  met  a  detachment  of  the 
&h  dragoon  guards,  with  a  proportion  of  tlie  <)tl)  light  dra- 
goons, retiring  down  one  of  the  central  streets  in  some 
confusion.  I  spoke  to  the  officei%  of  those  corps,  particu- 
larly, I  think,  to  C'aptain  Davenport  of  the  6th  dragoon 
guards,  and  learnt  from  him  that  that  corps  had  been  re- 
pulsed in  an  attack  upon  one  of  the  squares  leading  to  the 
fort,  and  had  met  witli  great  loss. 

Q.  Did  you  report  the  situation  of  the  6th  and  9th 
light  dragoons  to  Lieutemint-General  Whitelocke.^ 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  report  the  situation  of  the  6ih? 

A.  I  did :  it  was  some  time  afterwards.  I  had  pre- 
viously pointed  out  to  the  officers  commanding  those 
corps,  what  I  considered  a  defensible  position,  wiiich  they 
immediately  placed  their  troops  in ;  having  a  square  on 
their  front,  which  the  enemy  must  have  passed  to  have»t^ 
tacked  them.  The  enemy  were  at  that  tinie  at  the  toj)  of 
the  street,  firing  occasionally  around  of  grape  and  muske- 
try. .  I  must  observe,  it  was  a  very  inefi'ectual  fire.  I 
then  reconnoitred  from  the  most  commanding  situations, 
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M'bicb  were  the  tops  of  the  highest  houses,  and  obfierved 
the  British  colours  flying  within  a  mile  distance,  on  tbe  left 
I  observed  likewise  the  Xing's  colour  of  a  regiment  flying 
on  a  large  building,  I  cannot  exactly  speak  as  to  the  dis- 
tance, it  might  be  something  more  than  a  mile  to  the  right, 
w  ith  an  intermediate  position,  which  I  took  to  be  a  church ; 
'  from  y^hence  I  plainly  distinguished  the  rifle  corps  firing 
utith  S  or  S  light  infantry  men,  I  think,  on  the  top  of  it. 
There  was  likewise  some  very  heavy  firing  of  musketry 
between  tlie  last  position  and  tlie  place  from  whence  I  re» 
connoitred.  I  did  not  observe  any  troops  whatever ;  it 
was  merely  from  the  smoke  and  tlie  reports.  Having 
made  these  observations,  I  i^tumed  to  Lieutenant-Generai 
Whitclocke,  and  mailc  a  report  of  what  I  have  just  related. 
This  was  about  half  past  eleven  o  clock.  I  was  soon 
afterwards  ordered  a  second  time  to  go  into  the  town,  to 
observe  whether  the  positions  had  at  all  changed  in  that 
time,  and  the  practicability  of  communicating  with  them. 
I  I'eturned  to  the  position  in  which  I  had  before  left  the 
6th  dragoon  ^ards  with  tlie  9th  light  dragoons,  and  found 
the  positions  as  before  stated.  I  endeavoured  to  pene- 
trate to  tlic  lii^ht,  by  feeling  my  way,  with  a  few  men,  and 
likewise  to  the  Felt;  but  found  it  impracticable  to  com- 
municate with  our  troopr.,  either  to  the  right  or  to  the  left, 
from  tlie  intcnnediate  position  of  the  enemy.  1  returned 
to  the  Creneral,  and  made  my  report  accordingly.  I  was 
repeatedly,  several  times  during  the  remainder  of  the  day, 
and  until  dark,  ordered  into  the  town,  to  report  to  the 
General,  any  circumstances  that  might  come  under  my  ol)- 
servation.  Nothing  particuldr  (hd  occur,  and  I  risjoined 
the  General  after  dark  at  ni^ht,  who  was,  by  this  time,  at 
Jthe  house  wliich  liad  l)cen  established  as  head-quarters, 
.called  White's  honse;  on  the  top  of  which  I  was  ordered 
.during  the  niiilit,  to  look  out.  I  did  so  for  the  space  of 
JwJtwecn  two  and  thiee  liours. 

Q.  In  the  report  wliich  you  made  to  Lieutenant-Gene- 
rai Wliitclocko  at  half  past  eleven,  did  you  describe  the 
sitnalion  of  the  high  houses  from  the  top  of  which  you 
had  niade  those  observations  ? 

A.  I  did;  and  named  to  the  General,  that  it  was  the 
po/ttion  in  vvliich  1  hud  left  \hc  6th  and  yUi  dragoons. 
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Q.  State,  as  accurately  as  you  can,  the  distance  of  tliat 
liouse  from  the  Coral. 

A.  I  should  suppose  it  to  be  within  a  mile.  I  may  not 
be  exactly  correct  as  to  the  distance. 

Q.  'Did,  or  did  not,  General  Whitelocke  make  any  at- 
tempt then,  or  at  any  other  time,  d«M  iiig  the  course  of  the 
5th,  personally  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  attacking 
columns  ? 

A.  During  the  time  I  was  with  General  Whitelocke,  he 
certainly  did  not.  , 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  know  why  the  Lieutenant- 
General  made  no  such  attempt  in  the  course  of  that  day?. 

A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  the  orders  of  Captuio  Whittinij- 
ham? 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  With  the  exception  of  the  orders  you  received,  and 
the  orders  given  to  Captain  Whittingham  about  Duo 
o'clock  to  proceed  to  the  Plaza,  do  you  know  of  any  at- 
tempt having  been  made  by  Lieutcnant-Genei'al  Wiiite-. 
locke,  during  that  day,  to  cbinmunicate  with  the  attacking 
columns  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

if 

Q.  Held  you,  or  had  yon  not,  any  reason  to  think,  from 
the  observations  you  made,  that  a  communication  miglit 
have  been  opened  with  one  or  other  of  the  attackm^'jqi>- 
lumns,  if  a  proper  force  had  been  sent  for  that  purpas^?.  ^ 

A.  I  had  no  opportunity  decidedly  of  knowing  tiie  force 
the  enemy  had  in  the  iutermediate  position ;  consequeudy, 
I  do  not  know  tliat  I  can  decidedly  answer  the  quc6tiou^. 
'  Ttie  enemy  were  in  great  force,  as  appeared  from  tlie  i^um^V 
ber  of  people  I  saw  at  the  tops  of  the  houses  and  in  itm- 
streets;  and  in  fact,  from  the  fire  which  they  kept  up 
whenever  a  soldier  showed   his  head.     I  endeavoured  to> 
penietrate  myself,  hut  without  success. 

Adjourned. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH  DAY. 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  4,  1808. 

Captain  Fostcj*  called  in  again. 

Examined  by  the  Judge- Adtocate. 

The  latter  part  of  Captain  Fosters  evidence  read  to  him. 

Captain  Foster. — I  beg  to  observe,  that  I  had  an  escort 
■with  inc  Avhen  I  attempted  to  go  to  the  left  and  to  the 
right. 

Q.  •  State  the  force  of  that  escort. 

A.  No  more  than  six  at  any  time. 

Q.  Can  you  judge,  from  your  failure  of  success  in  at- 
tempting to  penetrate  with  an  escort  of  six  men,  whetlier 
you  might  not  have  succeeded, in  the  attempt  if  you  had 
had  4  or  500  ? 

A.  I  did  not  know  that  there  was  any  failure  then,  further 
than  tlie  failure  of  the  troops  which  I  had  met  being  re- 
pulsed. 

Q.  The  queslion  I  put  now  is,  whether  you  can  form  a 
judgement  whether  you  could,  or  could  not,  have  proceed- 
ed to  the  left  with  a  force  of  4  or  500  men  ? 

A.  I  do  not  think  it  would  have  been  very  practicable 
to  have  penetrated  to  the  right,  or  to  the  left,  without  a 
great  force ;  it  might  have  been  done,  possibly  in  tlie  en- 
virone,  by  retiring  and  skirting  the  town ;  but  through  die 
tQwn  I  should  have  supposed  it  to  be  very  difficult. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  know  that  a  communica- 
tion might  have  been  opened  with  the  right  or  left  at  f^ny 
period  of tlie  5th,  by  a  proper  escort? 

A.  At  the  time  I  maJe  my  second  report  to  the  General, 
I  understood  at  head-quarters  that  an  officer  had  previously 
been  detached  to  open  a  communication  witli  tlie  right,  and 
had  failed  in  the  attempt. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  Major  Cossley  ? 

A.  1  do;  the  Brigade-Major  of  General Gower ;  but  I 
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cannot  speak  as  to  the  force  that  Major  Cossley  had  vHib 
him. 

Q.  Supposing  Major  Cossley  had  had  only  two  or  three 
dragoons,  should  you  have  considered  that  a  proper  escort 
for  the  purpose  ? 

A.  I  should  have  considered  one  dragoon,  or  myself 

fang  singly,  as  sufficient  to  have  obeyed  any  order  which 
received  from  the  General.     By  what  I  say  I  do  ix)t 
mean  to  throw  any  reflection  on  Major  Cossley.     I  cannot 
judge;  there  must  have  been  difficulties  in  either  case* 
■  Q.  You  have,  stated  that  you  yourself  made  tlie  attempt 
to  reconnoitre  with  six  men  ? 

A.  I  did.  If  you  think  it  necessary  I  will  explain. 
The  situations  are  very  different :  he  was  at  head-quarters» 
in  the  environs  of  the  town,  I  was  one  mile  in  the  town. 
As  the  enemy  were  in  one  position  in  greater  force,  tlian 
they  might  be  in  tlie  otlier,  ,MaJor  Cossley  could  only  have 
communicated  by  skirting  the  town;  I  must  have  com'* 
municated  by  going  through  the  town.  . 

A  Member. — There  is  a  diflerence  between  an  order 
and  opening  a  communication. 

Judge  Advocate. — ;!  understand  tlie  answers  allude  net 
to  carrying  an  order,  but  to  an  attempt,  with  a  few  dra- 
goons, to  open  a  communication.  . 
;  A.  Certainly,  as  alluding  to  myself;  but  not  as  to  Ma- 
jor Cossley. 

.  A  Member, — It  is^not  underatpod  as  tlirowing  any  oen- 
Bure  on  Major  Cossley.  There  is  a  great  difference  be- 
tween carrying  an  order  and  opening  a  cpmmunicution,? 

Capiain  Foster. — rl  beg  to  slate,  tliat,  in  eitlicr  case,  the 
enemy  were  skulking  round  .us  in  every  directipn,  and  fir- 
ipg  in  every  direction.    . 

Judge  Jdvocdte.Tr-Q,  Suppijsing  Majw  Cossley  h^ 
he^d  only  two^or  three  dragoons,  should  you  h,ave  consider^ 
ed  thst  a  proper  escort,,. witli  a  vie.\v  .to  opc^  a  commuuir 
cation  with  anyone  of  the  attacking  columns  ? 

A.  I  should  not.  I  myself  failed  in  an  attempt  to  open 
a  communication ;  and  tiicrefore  I  suppose  it  miglj(  fail  in 
other  cases.  I  do  tliink  a  few  dragpons  insufficient  to  ppeu 
a  communication. 

1  General  IVhitelocke.'^^.  lipw  Ipng  have  .you  been  io 
the  service?  ' 
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A.  Do  you  mean  to  include  the  whole  time  from  mjf 
fii*st  going  into  the  aruiy?  Because  I  once  quitted  wc 
service. 

Q.  Tlie  whole  of  the  time. 

A.  Twenty-four  years. 

Q.  Were  you  not  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  S4th  in 
Egypt? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  And  did  you  not  also  serve  in  the  active  campaiga 
ill  the  West  Indies  ? 

A.  I  served  nearly  six  years  in  the  West-Indies,  both 
during  the  war  and  otherways,  in  the  command  of  a  li^ 
company. 

Q.  What  was  the  object  of  advancing  the  9th  light 
dragoons  and  carabineers  into  tlic  town? 

A.  The  9th  light  dragoons  and  carabineers  had  been 
stationed  as  a  reserve,  and,  I  understood,  were  ordered  to 
advance,  in  order  to  preserve  the  attacking  columns.  It 
was  some  time  after  the  commencement  of  the  attack  that 
they  were  ordered  to  advance;  I  do  not  know  exactly  the 
period.  M'hen  I  say  that  I  understood  they  were  ordered 
to  advance,  I  should  suppose  that  the  object  of  their  ad- 
vance \\  as  to  take  up  a  central  position.  General  White- 
locke  did  not  connnunicate  to  me  what  his  ideas  were; 
and  I  must  add,  that  I  did  not  know  those  corps  were  ad- 
vanced until  I  met  them, 

Q.  Did  I  afterwards  communicate  my  ideas  to  you? 
A.  Never  to  me. 

Q.  Not  at  any  period  since? 

A.  You  may  have  d(me  it  in  conversation  since:  but 
you  never  at  the  time  named  it  to  me. 

Q.  After  tlie  failure  of  the  9tli  light  dragoons  and  cara- 
bineers, do  you  thh)k  any  force  I  had  at  conmiand  in  re- 
serve, with  reference  to  the  care  of  the  artillery,  prisoners, 
and  other  objects  in  tlie  centre,  could  have  forced  their  way 
through  the  centre  of  tlie  town  to  Brigadier-General 
C'raufurd  ? 

A.  It  did  not  require  going  through  exactly  the  centre 
of  the  town;  General  Craufurd's  position  was  something 
to  tlie  right.  The  6th  and  9th  light  dragoons  v  ere  per- 
fectly efficient  in  the  situation  where  they  were  :  they  ha^ 
before  been  repulsed,  and  I  do  not  think  they  could  ha\T 
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penetrated,  but  under  circumstances  of  great  difficulty,  to 
General  Craufurd's  position.  I  beg  it  to.  be  understood 
those  two  detachments  were  perfectly  efficient  at  the  time 
I  was  with  them. 

Q.  Did  you  go  into  the  town  on  the  6th  or  7th  of  July 
in  the  execution  of  any  orders  ? 

A.  I  did,  both  on  the  6th  and  on  the  7th. 

Q.  What  bbser various  did  you  make,  and  report  to  me, 
as  to  the  state  of  the  town,  tlie  disposition  of  the  people, 
and  the  control  General  Liniers  and  bis  officers  appeared 
to  have  over  them  when  yon  were  in  the  town? 

A.  A  Spanish  officer  came  to  the  head-quarters  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  7th.  I  was  walking 
with  General  Wliitelocke  in  the  Plaza  de  Tauros.  A 
Spanish  officer  came  with  a  flag  of  truce,  and  a  repre- 
sentation from  General  Liniers  that  the  British  force  in  the 
'town  had  fired  on,  and  actually  shot,  two  Spaniards; 
complaining  of  the  circumstance  as  a  breach  of  the  truce, 
which  if  persisted  in,  such  was  the  state  of  the  town,  that 
he  could  not>-be  answerable  for  the  lives  of  the  British 
prisoners.  I  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant-General  White- 
locke  to  return  with  the  Spanish  officer,  taking  with  me  an 
escort  and  a  flag  of  truce,  with  an  assurance  to  General 
Liniers  that  what  had  happened  was  unknown  at  head- 
quarters, and  must  have  arisen  from  some  mistake.  L^pon 
arriving  at  the  Great  Square  leading  to  the  fort,  I  found  it 
occupied  by  some  thousands  of  the  armed  rabble  ;  I  sup- 
pose there  niiglit  be  3  or  4000,  full  that  certainly,  who  in 
the  most  insulting  \yay  refused  to  acknowledge  the  flag,  or 
allow  me  to  pass;  they  at  tbe  same  time  insulted  the  escort 
1  had  with  me  and  myteielf,  in  every  pQ3Sible  manner,  both 
by  actually  spitting  at  us  and  firing  oyer  our  heads,  with  a 
view  to  intimidate  us,  I  suppose.  -^  We  were  in  this  jrnaimer 
detained  for  nejarly^halfan  hour,  when  two  Spanish  it»fficers, 
mounted,  with  i^ome  dragoons,  came  and  conducted  me  to 
the  barrier  of  tlife  fort;  which,  on  being  opened,  the  rabble 
forced  their  way  .into  before  me,  in  fact.  I  was  with  some 
difficulty H»ii5^ucted  to  the  room  where  General  Liniers 
was,  the  avemies  to  which  were  occupied  by  Ine  arnx^ 
rabble,  who  were  at  that  time  calling  out  for  Colonel  Paisjfe:, 
S^ior  Pack  was  the  expression  they  mad#  use  ot    Gene- 
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ral  IJniers  was  at  that  time  addressing  a  number  of  tlic 
rabble  who  had  forced  their  way  into  the  room  where  he 
was  uith  a  number  ot  British  otlicers  who  were  prisoners, 
and  at  that  moment  had  seized  one  of  the  most  turbulent 
by  the  neck,  threatening  him,  I  suppose.  1  delivered  to 
General  Linicrs  the  orders  1  had  received  from  General 
Whitelocke,  which  he  was  apparently  explaining  to  the 
rabble  who  lind  broken  into  the  room,  which  in  some  mea- 
sure tranquillized  them.  Colonel  Pack  was  at  this  time 
sitting  in  the  room,  with  one  or  two  priests  behind  his 
chair;  I  am  poi^itive  there  was  one,  if  not  two,  with  a  view 
to  protect  him;  at  least  I  should  suppose  so.  They  had 
been  dining;  the  cloth  was  on  the  table.  I  then  returned 
into  the  court-yard,  and  obtained  a  Spanish  escort,  in  ad- 
dition to  my  own,  for  it  became  absolutely  necessary.  Ob 
going  out  of  the  fort  into  the  Great  Square,  I  found  tiic 
violence  of  the  mob  had,  apparently,  very  much  increased; 
they  offered  the  same  degree  of  insult  to  me,  and  I  was  de- 
tained by  them  more  than  an  hour,  during  which  time  I 
expected  I  should  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  tlieir  rage :  it 
was  not  until  very  great  exertions  on  the  part  of  the  Spa- 
nish escort  that  I  was  perniitted  to  pass  through  the  mob; 
and  it  was  dark  before  I  returned  to  head-quarters,  when 
I  made  this  report,  I  believe,  almost  nearly  in  the  same 
wonis  I  have  now  done. 

Jud^t  Advocate, — Was  the  treatv  signed  at  this  time? 

A.  The  definitive  treaty  did  not  reach  the  head-quar- 
ters, I  bcHeve,  till  about  half  past  eight  at. night;  soon 
iifter  wiiich  Colonel  Pack  came  to  the  head-quarters 
escorted.     The  delinitive  treaty  was  not  signed. 

Q.  Had  all  the  terms  been  agreed  upbn  previous  to 
vour  (Toiny;  into  the  town  ? 

A.  I  reallv  do  not  know. 

Q.  How  long  WHS  it  between  your  return  from  Buenos 
Avres  and  the  signature  of  the  definitive  treatv? 

A.  I  cannot  ?j)eak  as  to  the  fact  of  the  definitive  treaty 
Jxin^  siu;ned.  The  occiirrence  which  I  liave  now  related 
liapi^ened  fromJialf  paj>t  two  until  dark;  and  I  believe  the 
<leiinitivc  treaty  waij  signed,  or  brought  to  tlie  British  head- 
quarters that  night. 

Q.  You  did.  not  make  your -report  till  after  dark  tliat 
evening? 
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A.  Nearly  dark. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  your  answer  to  be,  that  you  did 
not  make  your  report  to  General  Whitelocke  till  after 
dark,  and  that  the  definitive  treaty  was  signed  that 
evening  ? 

Q.  It  was  about  dark  that*  I  returned  and  made  my 
report. 

Q.  Was  the  definitive  treaty  signed  that  evening,  or 
not?  • 

A.  I  believe  it  was;  I  cannot  speak  to  a  certainty:  I 
do  not  know  positively  whether  it  was,  but  I  believe  it 
was. 

Q.  After  your  return,  did  any  officer  come  from  the 
town  to  head-quarters? 

A.  Colonel  Pack  came  to  head-quarters,  I  believe, 
about  half  past  eight  or  nine  o'clock. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  in  the  morning  of  the  5th  you 
met  with  a  detachment  of  the  9th  light  dragoons  and  the 
6th  dragoon  guards  retiring ;  do  you  know  what  propor- 
tion of  the  9th  light  dragoon  guards  were  engaged  on  that 
service  ? 

A.  I  believe  one  squadron.  After  making  my  first  re- 
port to  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  I  returned  a 
second  time  into  the  town,  and  found  the  whole  of  that 
regiment  collected  in  that  position. 

Sir  John  Aloore. — Q.  Did  you,  when  you  went  into 
the  town  in  the  evening  of  the  5th,  observe  that  the  British 
colours  were  taken  down  from  the  convent  of  St.  Domin- 
go ;  and,  if  so,  did  you  report  the  circumstance  to  Lieute- 
nant-General  Whitelocke  ? 

A.  I  never  saw  any  colours  displayed  on  the  convent 
of  St.  Domingo.  The  colour  which  I  observed  was  at  the 
Residentia,  which  M^as  a  King's  colour  of  a  regiment;  and 
that  colour  was  tlying  as  long  as  I  could  see  during  that 
day. 

General  JVliitelocke. — Q.  Your  former  answer  was, 
that  you  saw  our  men  on  the  top  of  the  centre  building. 

A.  I  did  so:  I  saw  riflemen  acting  from  the  steeple^ 
with  two  01?  three  light  infantry  men  on  tlie  tdp  of  it 

Q.  Did. you  see  tiiem  in  the  evening? 

A.  I  did  not  see  them  after  three  o*clock.  Hiere  was 
•.  Si  a 
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a  particular  haze  came  upon  the  town  from  the  river,  I 
tliink,  which  was  very  thick,  about  three  o  clock, 

Q.  At  tliat  time  did  you  see  tlie  flag  on  the  Rcsi- 
dentia? 

A.  Soon  aftct  that  I  saw  tlie  flag  on  the  Residential 
It  miglit  possibly  be  between  three  and  four  that  I  ob- 
served any  men  upon  the  centre  building. 

Exmmied  by  the  Court. 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  tlie  cannon  fired  upon  the  dismount* 
ed  dragoons  from  tlie  fort? 

A.  There  was  no  cannon  shot  from  the  fort  upon  the 
dismounted  dragoons  during  the  time  I  w  as  with  them : 
the  enemy  appeared  to  have  brought  a  field-piece  to  the 
top  of  the  street,  from  which  they  fired.  I  mean  to  ob- 
serve, that  it  was  an  occasional  fire,  and  a  very  iiieflfectual 
one. 

Q.  Are  you,  or  are  you  not,  of  opinion  that  Lieutenant- 
General  Whitelocke  had  the  means  in  his  power  of  opening 
a  communication  with  Brigadier-General  Craufurd,  in  the 
course  of  the  5th,  if  he  had  applied  them  to  that  purpose? 
You  are  not  to  confine  your  answer  to  any  attempt  made 
through  the  town,  but  to  an  attempt  made  in  any  other 
manner. 

A.  I  am  not  aware  that  General  \\'hitelocke  knew 
General  Craufurd's  situation,  or  his  position. 

Q.  The  question  is,  whether  the  communication  could 
be  opened. 

A.  With  General  Whitelocke's  force  collected,  it  could 
only  have  been  made  with  gi'eat  difficulty  and  hazard. 

Q.  Was  it,  or  was  it  not,  possible  for  General  White- 
locke to  have  communicated  with  General  Craufurd.'* 

A.  I  think  it  possible  for  him  to  have  fought  his  way 
there  witli  his  whole  force  collected  that  were  in  the  re- 
serve, but  it  must  have  been  done  under  great  difficulty. 
It  is  quite  a  matter  of  opinion,  and  I  beg  to  submit  it  to 
the  Court. 

Q.  I  ask  merely  yes  or  no  ? 

A.  A  very  laigc  force,  determined  to  penetrate  to  one 
point,  might  have  done  so;  but  with  very  great  loss  and 
^difficulty. 
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Q.  Wlien  you  reported,  and  described  tlie  house  fron\ 
whence  you  had  a  view  ofUie  town,  did  Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral W  liitelocke  express  any  inclination  to  go  to  that 
place? 

A.  I  beg  to  observe,  that  my  reconnoisance  and  my 
report  was  not  confined  to  one  house,  but  to  many.  Upon 
my  making  my  report  to  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke 
he  did  not  express  any  inclination  to  go  there. 

Q.  Had  you  any  means  of  knowing  whether  the  enemy 
were  in  any  force  between  head-quarters  and  the  Residen- 
tia,  in  the  skirts  of  the  town? 

A.  I  had  no  means  of  knowing  the  force  the  enemy  had, 
further  than  by  the  continual  straggling'  fire  that  was  kept 
cp  in  that  direction  during  the  whole  of  that  morning. 

Q.  How  then  can  you  tell  that  the  co-operation  with 
Brigadier-General  Craufurd  would  have  been  difficult  by 
marching  along  the  skirts  of  the  town  to  the  Residentia? 

A.  They  must,  in  some  cases,  have  passed  thi*ough  the 
town;  they  could  not  have  gone  to  General  Craufurd 
without  passing  through  some  part  of  the  town ;  and  the 
enemy  appeai-ed  to  be  perfectly  prepared,  by  being  on  the 
tops  of  the  houses. 

Judge  Advocate. — Q.  Sevei-al  questions  that  I  have 
asked  you,  as  well  as  some  of  those  put  by  the  Court,  have 
been  misunderstood.  The  object  of  those  which  I  asked 
you  have  been,  not  whether  a  direct  co-operation  might 
have  been  made  witli  Brigadier-General  Craufurd  by 
inarching  through  the  town,  but  whether,  in  any  way,  a 
co-operation  might  have  been  made. 

A.  I  have  answered  that  I  thought  it  might  have  been 
done  with  difficulty  to  the  right,  round  the  skirts  of  the 
town. 

Sir  John  Moore. — Q.  Captain  Foster  has  stated,  that 
with  the  whole  reserve  of  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke 
a  communication  might  have  been  opened  with  the  centre 
stfeets  of  the  town,  but  with  difficulty.  This  is  a  question 
in  explanation.  If  Captain  Foster  does  not  know  what  the 
force  was  in  the  skirts  of  the  town,  except  by  judging  of 
the  straggling  fire  kept  up,  how  can  he  form  his  judgement 
that  it  would  have  required  the  whole  force  which  re- 
mained with  General  Whitelocke,  and  that  then  it  would 
have  been  attended  with  difficulty  ? 
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A.  I  liave  no  hesitation  in  saying  tlmt  the  enemy  ap- 
peared so  prepared  at  all  points,  by  being  at  the  tops  of 
tlie  houses,  and  in  other  respects,  that  without  great  diffi* 
culty  they  could  not  have  got  to  the  Residentia.  The 
tops  of  the  houses  on  tlie  right  and  left  were  covered  with 
people,  and  the  skirts  of  the  town  were  surrounded  with 
hedges,  where  the  enemy  could  not  be  seen.  The  enemy 
were  seen  in  numbers  upon  the  tops  of  the  houses  ap- 
proximating to  the  Residentia. 

Sir  John  Moore. — It  appears  by  tlie  explanation  Cap- 
tain Foster  has  given,  tliat  he  did  not  know  what  force  the 
enemy  had  between  the  head-quarters  and  the  Residentia; 
if  he  did  not  know  tliat,  he  cannot  say  whether  a  single 
man  or  a  thousand  were  suflicient  to  force  the  commu- 
nication. 

Captain  Foster. — I  give  it  as  a  matter  of  opinion. 

Sir  John  Aloore, — If  the  enclosures  prevented  him  from 
seeing  the  enemy,  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  say  of  what 
numbers  the  enemy  consisted :  his  imagination  may  psdnt 
10,000,  or  not  one.  If  he  sees  a  hedge,  unless  he  goes 
up  to  that  hedge  he  cannot  say  w^hether  there  are  men  be-* 
hind  it  or  not. 

A  Member. — He  has  declared  that  he  saw  a  great  num- 
ber upon  tlie  houses  near  the  Residentia. 

Captain  Foster. — I  speak  to  what  I  saw. 

Q.  Did  you,  or  any  other  Aid-dc-Camp,  to  your  know- 
ledge, receive  an  order  to  penetrate,  at  all  risk,  to  Driga- 
dier-General  Craufurd,  or  any  of  the  corps  engaged  on  the 
right? 

A.  I  did  not  myself.  I  wish  to  explain  that  it  was  only 
six  years  that  1  served  in  the  West-Indies,  being  badly 
wounded. 

The  rcitness  zcithdrexc. 

Captain  TVhittingham  called  in  again. 
The  third  chars[e  read. 

Jtidge  Advocate. — If  Captain  Whittingham  had  not 
l>een  prevented  by  ilhiess  from  attending  here  yesterday,  I 
should  have  required  from  him  a  detailed  account  of  the 
reconnoisance  he  made,  by  Lieutenant-General  White- 
locke*s  orders^  to  the  left;  but  Lieutenant-Colonel  Torreus 
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havincj  stated  a  s^reat  deal  of  wliat  he  knew,  it  will  save  the 
time  of  the  Court  if  I  read  Lieutenant-Colonel  Torrens's 
eviifence,  desiring  Captain  Whittingham  to  make  any  cor- 
rectionfi,  or  add  any  particulars  which  were  omitted  by 
him.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Torrcns  stated  at  the  time  that 
Captain  VVhittingliam  could  give  a  more ^letailed  account 
than  he  could.  These  are  \i\e  questions  put  to  Colonel 
Ton'ons : — 

[Here  the  Judge  Advocate  read  tlie  evidence  of  Colonel 
Torrens,  commencing  ^^ith  the  words  '*  \Vlien  Captain 
'*  Whittingham  received  his  orders  from  Lieutenant-CJe- 
"  nrrul  W'hitelocke,  to  tlie  words  "  General  Craufurd/'J 

That  is  all  that  applies  to  the  reconnoisance.  If  there 
are  any  circumstances  which  Lieutenanf- Colonel  Torrcns 
has  omitted  in  the  evidence  I  liave  now  read,  you  Vill 
supply  tlicm. 

A.  There  is  no  material  diflcrence;  there  is  a  little  dif- 
ference in  the  time.  Having  hoard  LieuttJUant-CoIonel 
Torrens's  evidence  of  my  reconnoisance  to  the  Plaza  de 
Tauros,  I  liave  nothing  to  add  to  it  but  in  respect  to  the 
time.  I  KjMrched  from  the  Miserere  at  half  past  two,  and 
I  arrived  at  the  Plaza  de  Tauros  at  four  o'clock,  and  I 
returned  to  General  Whitelocke  at  half  past  four. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  on  your  return? 

A.   Hah'  an  hour. 

Q.  Had  you  any,  and  what,  communication  with  Lieu^ 
tenant-General  Whitelocke  upon  your  return,  upon  the- 
subject  of  his  going  to  the  Plaza  de  Tauros  that  evening? 

A.  I  communicated  to  General  Whitelocke  Sir  Samuel 
Achmuty  s  desire,  that  he  should  go  to  the  Plaza  de 
Tauros  ;  but  I  had  no  further  conversation  with  General 
Whitelocke  upon  the  subject. 

Q.  Did  you  give  any  opinion  of  your  own  to  General 
Wliitclocke,  as  to  its  being  practicable  or  safe? 

A.  I  did  not ;  as  I  returned  with  tlie  dragoons  alone, 
I  thought  there  was  no  question  about  tliat. 

Q.  State  the  orders  you  received  to  open  a  communica- 
tion with  the  right  Hank,  and  w  hat  you  did  in  consequence 
of  those  orders ;  the  strength  of  the  escort  you  took  with 
you ;  tlie  time  it  took  you  to  t)crform  that  service ;  and 
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the  (lifEcultics  of  any  kind  that  you  met  mth  in  perform- 
ing it. 

A.  On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  about  half  past  six,  I 
marched  uith  10  dragoons  and  30  infantry  from  Mr. 
White's  house :  my  orders  wei^e  to  find  out  Colonel  Ma- 
lion,  and  direct  him  to  advance  without  loss  of  time  to  the 
Miserere.  I  was  then  to  proceed  to  the  Residentia,  and 
a,fterwards  to  whatever  position  General  Craufurd  might 
occupy.  A  little  before  eleven  I  fell  in  with  Colonel  Ma- 
hon's  outpost,  and  was  conducted  to  his  head-quarters 
near  the  bridge;  I  communicated  to  Colonel  Mahon 
Lieu  tenant-General  Whitelockc's  orders ;  and,  having  left 
the  30  infantry  who  accompanied  me  with  Colonel  Ma- 
hon, I  received  100  men  of  the  40th.  About  one  o'clock 
I  came  to  the  Residentia,  where  I  found  7  companies  of 
the  45th  under  the  command  of  Majors  Tolley  and  Ni- 
chols, and  there  learnt,  tliat  on  the  morning  of  the  5th, 
about  nine  o'c^lock,  an  English  flag  had  been  seen  flying  in 
a  northerly  direction,  at  the  distance  of  about  800  yards ; 
that  Colonel  Guard  had  advanced  in  that  direction  with 
the  grenadiers  of  the  45th,  and  had  not  returned ;  that  the 
flag  had  been  struck  between  three  and  four  o'clock  in  the 
evening  of  the  same  day.  While  I  was  at  the  Residentia 
the  enemy  attempted  to  bring  cannon  against  the  convent ; 
Major  Nichols  charged  them,  and  took  two  howitzer?. 
Majors  Tolley  and  Nichols  having  given  it  as  their  opi- 
nion that,  all  circumstances  considered,  it  would  be  in 
vain  for  inc  to  attempt  to  penetrate  in  search  of  Brigadier- 
General  Craufurd,  at  four  o'clock  I  began  my  retreat ;  at 
half  past  six  I  arrived  at  the  Miserere,  which  position,  I 
then  found,  was  occupied  by  Colonel  Mahon's  brigade. 
I  reported  to  Colonel  Mahon  the  strength  of  the  Residen- 
tia, and  the  very  able  manner  in  which  that  position  had 
been  occupied  by  Majors  1  olley  and  Nichols ;  the  pro- 
visions they  had  met  with  in  the  convent  and  the  adjacent 
houses ;  the  ease  with  which  a  communication  might  be 
opened  with  the  navy ;  the  two  guns  and  the  two  howit- 
zers they  had  taken ;  the  want  they  had  expressed  of  an 
artillery  officer;  and  the  advantage  they  would  derive 
from  a  reinforcement*  Colonel  Mahon  immediately  deter- 
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mined  that  a  reinforcement  of  300  men,  together  with  an 
artillery  officer,  should  be  sent  to  them  njsxt  morning  by 
day-light. 

Q.  Did  you,  or  did  you  not,  offer  Majors  Tolley  and 
Nichols  to  leave  the  100  men  of  the  40th  at  the  Resi- 
dentia,  and  to  attempt  your  return  with  the  ten  dragoons, 
the  only  remaining  part  of  your  escort  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  At  the  time  you  made  this  reconnoisance,  had  all 
offensive  operations  against  the  town,  from  the  attacking 
columns  ceased? 

A.  I  cannot  positively  answer  the  question.  I  left  the 
Miserere  at  day-light,  and  could  not  positively  know  what 
was  going  on  in  the  left  or  the  centre. 

Q.  Describe  to  the  Court  what  obstacles  from  the 
enemy,  or  otherwise,  you  met  with  in  performing  this  ser- 
vice; also  the  distance  from  Mr.  White's  house  to  the 
bridge,  from  the  bridge  to  the  llesidentia,  and  from  the 
Residentia  to  the  head-quarters. 

A.  I  met  with  no  obstacles  of  much  consequence ;  gene- 
rally the  houses  were  occupied  by  armed  men,  and  on  the 
road  with  some  loose  parties  of  cavalry,  but  no  obstacles 
worth  speaking  of  I  employed  tlie  infantry  as  f^ankersJ^ 
and  the  dragoons  were  quite  sufficient  to  clear  the  roads. 
From  Mr.  White's  house  to  tlic  bridge  is  5  or  6  miles, 
from  the  bridge  to  the  Residentia  rather  more  than  2  miles, 
and  from  the  Residentia  to  Mr.  White's  house  about  4 
miles. 

Q.  From  the  observations  you  made  in  performing  this 
service,  is  it,  or  is  it  not,  your  opinion,  that  a  communica- 
tion might  have  been  opened  with  the  Residentia  from  the 
head-quarters  on  the  5th  ? 

A.  1  think  it  might  have  been  opened ;  because  at  the 
time  I  went  the*  enemy's  force  was  more  disposable,  from 
the  suirender  of  the  light  brigade. 

Q.  Did  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  make  any,  and 
what  attempt,  per#)nally  or  otherwise,  to  co-operate  with 
and  support  the  different  columns  of  the  army,  engaged  in 
the  attack  on  the  5th  of  July  with  the  exception  of  the  twq 
prders  to  which  your  evidence  has  applied  ? 
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A.  I  understood  that  -Major  Cossley  had  been  ordered 
to  the  right 

Q.  Was  that  the  only  attempt  that  you  know  of? 

A.  It  was  tlie  only  attempt  that  I  know  of.  Perhaps  I 
am  not  wionp:  in  stating  that  Captain  Foster  went  down 
ibe  centre  alter  the  retreat  of  the  carabineers.  I  did  not 
Inow  when  he  was  sent,  but  he  told  me  he  had  been^  wbcu 
I  cahie  back. 

Q.  If  Major  Cossley  had  been  sent  to  the  right  with 
two  or  three  dragoons,  should  you  liave  considered  that  a 
proper  escort  for* the  purpose  of  opening  the  communica- 
tion with  the  right? 

A^  I  should  not :  it  was  impossible  for  the  dragoons  to 
act  in  that  enclosed  country  without  either  iufautry  or  db- 
niounted  cavalry  to  act  as  flankers. 

Questions  by  Gcnn^al  frh'Udocke. 

Q.  When  did  you  receive  your  orders  to  go  to  the 
right  fiank ;  and  had  you  any  communication  with  nie  on 
the  night  ot'  the  otli  ot  July  upon  those  orders? 

A.  1  received  my  orders  on  the  evening  of  tlie  5th. 
Between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  at  niiiht,  (Jeneral  ^\'hite- 
locke  came  to  me,  and  desired  I  would  particularly  make 
myseir  master  of  the  bearings  and  distances  of  \hc  route  I 
was  to  take  the  next  day ;  be  also  desired  that  I  w  ould  send 
for  an  intelligent  person  who  was  then  in  the  house,  and 
question  him  particularly  on  the  subject. 

Q.  M'liat  reason  did  Major  Nichols  assign  for  not  per- 
mitting you  to  leave  the  100  men  after  expressing  to  you 
his  wish  to  have  a  reinrorccment? 

A.  Mcijor  Nichols  felt  so  much  confidence  in  his  posi- 
tion, that  he  Mas  not  particularly  anxious  about  a  rein- 
forcement; and  he  said  he  thought  it  of  niore  consequence 
to  ensure  my  return  to  head-quarters  witli  my  report. 

Questions  by  the  Court. 

Q.  Did  you  return  to  the  Residentia  by  a  different  roa*l 
from  that  l)y  which  you  marched  to  the  bridge? 

A.  I  did  :  night  was  coming  on,  and  my  party  was  mucli 
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stronger  when  I  came  down ;  I  therefore  came  liorae  a 
shorter  road  nearer  the  town. 

Q.  When  (Jeneral  Whitelocke  desired  you  to  make 
yourself  acquainted  with  the  bearings  and  distances  of  the 
route  you  were  to  take  on  the  6th,  did  he  communicate 
any  information  upon  tlie  subject  himself? 

A.  The  person  that  was  sent  for  was  perfectly  master 
of  the  country:  he  was  examined  in  the  presence  of  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke,  and  GcnenU  Whitelocke  asked  him  se- 
veral questions  himself. 

Q.  J)id  you  know  of  any  greater  difficulty  in  proceed- 
ing to  the  right  flank  thau  you  met  with  on  going  to  the 
left  on  the  5  th? 

A.  There  were  more  mounted  men  on  the  right;but 
the  opposition  which  they  afforded  was  notliilig  worth 
mentionmg. 

The  iiiinas  witlidrexv. 

Lieut t?mnt 'Colonel  Bourkc  called  in. 
The  third  and  fourth  articles  of  charge  read. 

# 

Examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  Were  you  with  Lieu  tenant-General  Whitelocke 
during  the  5th  of  July? 

-  A.  I  was. 

-  Q-  Will  you  state  to  the  Court  any  military  circum- 
stances coimected  with  the  char^es  exhibited  ajiainst 
Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  which  occurred  from  the 
morning  of  the  5th  to  the  final  embarkation  of  the  troops? 
This  inquiry,  you  will  observe,  goes  to  tlie  miHtary  opera- 
tions of  the  troops ;  to  the  personal  exertions  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  in  aid  and  support  of  those  corps  who,  ia 
pursuance  of  his  orders,  penetrated  into  the  town  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  engaged  the  enemy  on  the  5th ;  and 
likeivise  the  disposition  and  movement  of  the  troops  who 
remained  unemployed  during  that  day. 

A.  Soon  after  the  signal  guns  had  fired  upon  the  n^om- 
ing  of  the  5th,  1  stated  to  the  Commander  of  the  forces 
that  the  different  columns  had  all  marched  off,  and  that 
the  carabineers  and  9th  light  dragoons  were  stationed  in 
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the  two  streets  allotted  to  them  in  general  orders,  and  I 
stated  soon  after,  tliat  I  perceived  the  gun*boats ;  as  I  sup- 
posed, moving  up  to  cover  the  38th  regiment     About  ten 
o'clock  in  the  day,  I  saw  the  carabineers  and  the  pth  light 
dragoons  returning  from  the  unsuccessful  attack  they  had 
made  in  the  centre  street.     They  were  halted  about  500 
yards  in  front  of  the  ground  from  which  they  had  origin- 
ally started,  and  I  believe  the  whole  number  stationed  at 
tliat  place  were  about  600,  and  there  were  150  more  of 
the  yth  light  dragoons  stationed  at  the  Coral  de  Miserere, 
where  the  Commander  of  the  forces  himself  was.     About 
half  past  two  o'clock  I  w  as  present,  when  the  Commander 
of  the  forces  sent  Captain  VV'hittingham  to  the  left,     I. do 
not  recollect  any  otlier  circumstances  occurring  on  tliat 
day,  which  I  can  give  in  answer  to  this  question,      I  think 
about  one  or  two  o'clock  in  tlic  morning  of  tlie  6tb,  the 
General  desired  me  to  write  some  orders,  which  he  dictat- 
ed, and  which  were  given  to  Captain  Whittinghani,  who  , 
w^as  sent  off  at  day-break  on  that  morning.     About  ten 
o'clock  the  same  day  the  General  moved  to  tJie  Plaza  dc 
Tauros  with  a  small  escort  of  dismounted  dragoons,  and  I 
think  with  two  six-pounders  and  some  few  cavalry.     No- 
thing particuhir  occurred  upon  that  march.    I  understood, 
from  some  conversation  I  had  with  the  General  before  yvc 
nicuchcd,  that  his  intention  was  to  keep  his  left  upon  tlie 
Plaza  (le  Taiiros,  and  to  close  all  his  rcmainhig  forces  to- 
wards that  point.     I  do  not  remember  any  particular  mili- 
tary occurrence  at  the  Plaza  de  Tauros  during  the  four 
davs  that  I  remained  there :  I  sailed  for  England  on  the 
GOth  of  July.     I  should,  perhaps,  have  observed,  that  on 
the  morning  of  the  Sth  of  July,  I  settled  the  line  of  de- 
niarkation  of  the  advanced  posts  of  the  two  armies,  with  a 
s^afVofiicer  sent  out  by  the  Spaniards  for  that  purpose. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  personal  exertion  during  the 
5th  made  by  Lieutenant-General  Whitclocke,  or  of  any 
other  attempts  than  those  you  have  described,  to  co-ope* 
X  \tv  with  and  support  the  diflerent  columns  of  Iris  array 
which  had,  by  his  orders,  entered  the  town  of  Buenos 
Ayrcs  on  that  day  ?  .        * 

A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  exertion  made  by  General 
M'hitelocke  in  his  own  person.     I  believe  he  sent  General 
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Gowcr's  Brigade- Major  with  a  message  to  the  right,  and 
I  perceived  that  he  sent  Captain  Foster  frequently  into 
the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres,  but  I  was  not  present  when  he 
gave  them  tiieir  orders. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke 
used  no  personal  exertions,  or  made  any  other  attempts 
than  those  you  have  described,  for  the  purposes  mentioned 
in  the  last  question  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  If  proper  means  had  been  adopted  for  uniting  the 
forces  under  Colonel  Malion  to  those  near  head-quaiters 
on  the  4tli  or  early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  would  it 
not  have  been  in  the  power  of  Lieutenant-General  White- 
locke, at  tlie  head  of  those  troops,  to  have  forced  his  way 
at  any  tune  during  the  5th  into  the  town,  and  have  joined 
any  other  British  corps  at  that  time  engaged  witli  the  ene- 
my ?  or  would  it  not  have  been  in  his  power  on  tlie  mominu; 
of  the  6th,  at  the  head  of  those  troops,  to  have  forced  his 
way  to  the  Residentia ;  and  would  not  such  or  similar  per- 
sonal exertion  on  his  part,  have  afforded  the  best  prospect 
of  restoring  the  fortunes  of  the  day. 

A.  I  believe,  if  proper  means  had  been  adopted,  ther<^ 
would  have  been  no  great  difficulty  in  uniting  the  corps 
under  Colonel  Mahon,  with  that  near  head-quarters  on  the 
4th  or  early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th.' What  effect  an  attack 
from  that  force  might  have  had,  is  more  than  I  can  pre- 
sume to  say,  never  having  seen  the  defences  of  the  enemy, 
I  believe  tliere  would  have  been  no  difficulty  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  6th,  with  even  a  much  smaller  force,  to  liave 
<^mmunicated  with  the  Residentia.  I  find  great  difficulty 
in  answering  the  latter  part  of  the  question,  because  I 
really  do  not  understand  it.  1  have  stated  it  would  have 
been  possible  to  have  gone  to  the  Residentia  on  the  6th, 
but  I  cannot  state  the  effect  it  might  have  had,  as  I  havc^ 
-stated  I  never  saw  the  defences  of  the  enemy.  I  do  not 
Icnow  what  opposition  it  might  have  experienced. 

Q.  Would  not  the  bringing  Colonel  Mahon's  corps  into 
%uch  a  position  that  tbey  could  have  co-operated  with  one 
or  the  other  of  the  attacking  columns,  bjsive  afforded  better 
-prospect  of  success  to  the  attack  ? 
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A.  Certainly  it  would. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  consulted  upon  the  treaty? 

A.  I  was  shown  the  first  letter  sent  hy  General  Gowcr 
on  the  morning  of  the  6th  ot  Julv.  The  Commander  of 
the  forces  asked  my  opinion  of  it  in  the  presence  of  Gene- 
ral Cower.  I  told  him  1  thought  he  ought  to  refuse  the 
summons  and  to  dose  on  the  remaindfer  of  the  force  to  the 
left.  General  Gower  observed  tliat  he  was  of  the  same 
opinion,  and  that  an  answer  tu  that  effect  was  going  to  be 
sent  off,  which  answer,  with  some  trifling  alterations,  was 
afterwards  sent;  and  I  was  no  further  consulted  by  Gene* 
ral  ^^  hitelocke  upon  the  subject  of  tlie  treaty. 

Q.  Did  you  give  any  opinion  to  General  Whitelocke 
upon  that  sul)jcct? 

A.  Nothing  further  than  what  I  have  stated,  until  sub- 
sequent to  its  signature. 

Questions  by  Lieiitcnant-General  Whitelocke. 

Q.  Were  there  not  mounted  troops  of  the  enemy  in  our 
rear  and  on  our  flanks  the  ^  hole  of  the  5th  of  July? 

A.  There  were  considt  aoie  numbers. 

Q.  What  force  had  I  at  the  Coral  with  the  artillery  on 
the  5th  for  the  protection  of  the  guns,  prisoners  taken  on 
the  2(1,  and  the  sick  and  wounded  ? 

A.  Exch:  ivcl  y  of  the  600  which  I  have  already  stated 
to  have  been  in  the  centre  streets,  there  were  about  350, 
in  which  I  include  83  dismounted  dragoons  attached  to 
tiie  commissariate. 

Q.  How  were  the  men  attached  to  the  Commissary- 
General  armed  r 

A.   1  think  with  short  carabines  only. 

Q.  Did  you,  either  on  the  4th  or  5th  of  July,  hear  from 
any  of  the  general  or  other  ofiiccrs,  any  doubt  expressed 
as  to  the  success  of  the  attack  or  any  apprehension  of  its 
failure,  and  what  was  the  opinion  as  to  Brigadier-Generad 
Crauiurds  brigade  towards  the  close  of  tlie  attack  ? 

A.  1  never  heard  any  doubts  whatever  expressed  as  to 
the  success  of  the  attack,  and  I  remember,  a  little  before 
sun-set  in  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  July,  ex|)ressing  sonic 
anxiety  to  a  general  oflicer  as  to  the  fate  of  General 
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furd's  brigade.  He  told  me  he  had  a  great  deal  of  dc- 
peftdence  upon  the  skill  of  General  Craufurd,  and  that  he 
hoped  we  should  soon  liear  of  his  being  well  posted. 

Q.  Did  you  particularly  examine  the  ground  we  oc- 
cupied at  the  Tauros,  and  state  what  connnand  it  had  over 
the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  I  examined  that  ground  very  carefully.  The  Plaza 
IS  situated  upon  one  side  of  a  little  ravine :  a  great  part  of 
tlie  town  of  Buenos  Ayres  was  upon  the  other.  The  side 
of  the  Plaza  was  the  steepest  of  the  two,  and  from  tliat 
circumstance  it  commanded  to  the  distance  of  about  5  or 
tfOO  yards  upon  the  opposite  side,  but  at  the  distance  of 
800  yards  it  had  no  advantage  whatsoever. 

Q.  From  your  kiM)wledge  of  the  nature  of  tlie  ground  in 
the  environs  of  Buenos  Ayres,  could  you  have  so  occupied 
the  envu'ons  of  Buenos  Ayres  as  to  cut  off  supplies  from 
the  town  even  with  tlie  whole  force  before  tlie  6th  of 
July? 

A.  I  should  conceive,  from  the  great  extent  which  it 
xvould  have  been  necessary  to  guard,  probably  not  less 
than  five  miles,  from  there  beinir  at  least  30  roads  within 
that  distance,  leading  from  the  country  into  the  town,  from 
the  garrison  of  the  town  being  at  tlje  smallest  computation 
more  than  double  the  number  of  assailants,  and  from  the 
circumstance  of  the  enemy  having  a  large  body  of  irregu- 
lar cavalry  constantly  harassing  the  rear,  that  such  a  block- 
ade could  hardly  have  been  successful.  It  is  also  neces- 
sary to  state  that^  at  the  season  when  we  appeared  before 
Buenos  Ayres,  all  the  towns  in  tliat  province  are  generally 
filled  with  grain,  it  being  the  custom  to  bring  it  in  from  the 
country  before  the  setting  in  of  the  rains  and  the  breakin^r 
up  of  the  roads.  We  had  likewise  been  informed  before 
we  left  Monte  Video  that  the  enemy  had  cstablislk^d  ma- 
gazines of  provisions  in  the  town. 

Thejirst  question  which  Geney^al  Jiliitelocke  put  to  Lieu 
tenajit'Colonel  Bourkc  and  the  amnccr  zvere  read. 

Judge  Advocate. — Q.  Were  the  mounted  troops  you 
referred  to  in  that  answer,  of  the  same  description  with 
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the  300  which  lieutenant-Colonel  Torrcns  aiid  Captain 
Whittingham  dispersed  and  pursued  for  between  two  and 
three  hours  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  with  16  mounted 
dragoons  ? 

A,  I  believe  they  were  all  of  the  same  description. 

Q.  Is  it,  or  is  it  not,  your  opinion,  that  it  would  have 
been  practicable  to  have  battered  and  bombarded  the 
town  of  Buenos  Ayrcs  witlx  effect  by  a  combined  attack 
by  sea  and  land  on  or  after  the  5  th  r 

A.  I  believe  it  would  have  been  possible  to  have  de- 
stroyed a  number  of  the  houses,  but  not  to  have  set  the 
town  on  fire. 

Questions  by  the  Court. 

Q.  Were  vou  near  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  on 
the  5th  of  July,  and  were  you  acquainted  with  the  orders 
for  the  attack  on  Buenos  Ayres  on  tliat  day  ? 

A.  I  was  near  General  Whitelocke  the  whole  of  the  day, 
though  for  a  short  time  in  conversation  with  him :  I  waB 
acquainted  with  the  orders. 

Q.  Did  the  orders  direct  different  corps  to  penetrate 
near  to  the  rivers,  and  there  to  occupy  tlie  nearest  build* 
inns  and  wait  further  orders? 

A.  The  orders  did  not  express  that  they  were  to  wait 
there  for  fiirtlicr  orders  ;  but  it  must  have  been  so  under- 
stood. 

A.  Did  yon  soon  perceive  that  the  communication  be- 
tween Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  and  those  corps  was 
intercepted  by  parties  of  tlie  enemy  ? 

A.  In  less  than  half  an  hour  alter  the  troops  inarched 

ofi: 

Q.  Did  it  strike  you  as  important,  during  any  part  of 
that  day.  for  the  (icneral,  witli  his  staff,  to  put  himself  at 
all  risks  in  contact  \^ith  his  yrmy,  that  he  mij2;ht  know  the 
Cilect  of  the  attacks  he  had  ordered,  and  combine  its  fur- 
ther efl'orts  ? 

A.  As  early  as  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  I 
found  the  fn-e  continued  very  heavy  in  the  town,  and  that 
he  had  received  no  intelligence  from  tlie  Brigadicr-Gcne- 
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rals  commanding,  I  thought  there  was  a  necessity  for  com- 
municating with  them,  and  that  necessity  increased  ^  the 
day  advanced  ;  and  if  it  could  have  been  obtained  in  no 
other  way  than  by  the  General's  placing  himself  at  the 
head  of  his  troops,  in  my  opinion  it  ought  to  have  been 
attempted. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  such  necessity  ever  struck 
the  Lieu  tenant-General,  or  that  it  was  ever  pointed  out  to 
him  ? 

A.  I  cannot  sav  whether  it  ever  struck  him  or  not :  it 
was  not  pouited  out  to  him  in  my  presence. 

Q.  As  you  were  near  the  person  of  Lieutenant- General 
White)  ocke,  can  you  state  that  you  have  not  an  opinion  of 
the  cause  which  induced  the  Lieutenant-General  to  remain 
stationary  in  the  rear,  separated  from  his  army,  instead  of 
forcing  liis  way  to  join  it,  to  direct  its*  operations,  and  to 
share  its  fate  ? 

A.  Although  I  was  never  far  fi'om  the  General  during 
that  day  for  any  considerahle  length  of  time,  yet  I  had  so 
little  conversation  with  him,  that  1  cannot  attempt  to  as- 
sign the  grounds  for  his  conduct. 

Adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


TWENTY-EIGHTH  DAY. 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  5,  1808. 

The  Court  having  met,  the  Deputy  Judge  Advocate 
read  a  letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  Richard  Ryder, 
Judge  Advocate  General,  stating  that  he  was  so  much  hi- 
disposcd,  as  to  be  unable  to  attend,  but  hoped  he  should 
on  Monday. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  10.  o'clock. 
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TWENTY-NINTH  DAY. 


MONDAY,  MARCH  7,  1S08. 

LicHtviant'Colonel  Bourke  called  iff. 

Judge  Advocate, — I  am  informed  b^  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Bourke,  that  he  wishes  f o  amend  one  of  tlie  answers 
he  gave  to  a  question  when  he  was  last  before  the  Court. 
The  question  which  the  answer  refers  to  is  this  : — "  If  pro- 
per means  liad  been  adopted  for  uniting  the  forces 
under  Colonel  Mahon  to  those  near  the  head-quarterr 
on  the  4th,  or  early  on  the  morning  of  tlie  5th,  w  ould  it 
not  have  been  in  the  power  of  Licutenant-CIeneral 
Whitelocke,  at  the  head  of  those  troops,  to  have  forced 
his  way,  at  any  time  during  tlie  5  th,  into  the  town,  and 
have  joined  any  other  British  corps  at  tliat  time  engaged 
witli  tlie  enemy ;  or  would  it  not  have  been  in  his  power 
in  the  morning  of  tlie  6tli,  at  the  head  of  those  troops, 
to  have  forced  his  way  to  the  Uesidentia  ;  and  would  not 
such,  or  similar  personal  exertion  on  his  i>art,  have  af- 
forded the  best  prospect  of  restoring  the  fortunes  of  the 
day?" — A.  **  I  believe,  if  proper  means  had  been  adopt- 
ed, there  would  have  been  no  great  difficulty  in  uniting 
the  corps  under  Colonel  Mahon  with  that  near  liead- 
quarters  on  tlie  4th,  or  early  on  the  morning  of  the  5tli. 
What  eftbct  an  attack  from  that  force  might  have  had, 
is  more  than  I  can  presume  to  say,  iicvx^r  iiaving  seen 
the  defences  of  tlic  enemy.  I  believe  there  would  have 
been  no  difficulty,  in  tlie  mornmi;  of  the  6*th,  with  c\Tn 
a  much  smaller  force,  to  have  communicated  witli  tlie 
Residcntiii.  I  lincl  great  diiliculty  in  answ  ering  tlic  lat- 
ter part  of  the  f|ne.stlon,  because  I  really  do  not  under- 
stand it.  I  have  stated  it  would  have  been  possible  to 
have  gone  to  tlje  Kosidentia  on  the  6\\u  but  I  cannot 
state  the  effect  it  might  have  had;  as  I  have  stated  I 
never  saw  tlie  del'eiu  es  of  the  enemy,  I  do  not  kiiov 
what  opposition  it  luvjlM  have  experienced." 
Litutamnt-Colond  Boiirkt\ — I  conceived,    when  that 
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quf  stion  was  put,  that  its  object  was  to  ascertain  if,  after 
Colonel  Mahoh  8  corps  had  been  joined  to  the  force  near 
head-quarters,  it  Mould  have  been  possible  for  General 
Wliitelockc,  at  the  liead  of  those  troops,  to  have  forced 
his  way  into  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  I  answered  it  ac- 
cordingly. If,  however,  it  was  intended  to  inquire  it^  by 
means  of  those  troops^  a  communication  could  have  been 
opened,  I  have  further  to  state,  in  reply,  that  it  is  my  opi- 
nion, that  by  means  of  tliat  force,  during  any  time  of  tlie 
day  of  the  5th,  a  communication  might  have  been  opened 
with  cony  British  troops  engaged  in  Uie  town ;  and  that  it 
is  my  opuiion,  such  couimunic^tioD)  and  the  furtlier  co'* 
operation  of  tliose  corps,  would  have  afforded  tlie  best 
prospect  of  ultimate  success. 

Q.  Had  Lieutenant-Geueral  Whitelocke,  when  at 
White's  house,  concentrated  tlie  whole  of  his  force,  might 
he  not  have  occupied  the  roads  between  tlie  Chuello  and 
the  RccoUata,  or  have  broken  them  so  as  to  have  prevent* 
ed  any  supply  of  provisions  being  brought  into  Buenos 
Ayres  in  that  direction  ? 

A.  I  believe  that  the  distance  between  the  nearest  part 
of  the  Rio  Chuello,  and  tlie  Recollata  Convent,  was  at 
least  seven  miles,  and  I  do  not  conceive  tliat,  with  his 
whole  force  of  7300  men,  it  would  have  been  possible  to 
have  closely  guarded  such  an  extent ;  nor  do  I  think  it 
would  have  been  possible  to  have  broken  up  the  roads  so 
as  to  have  completely  prevented  tlie  inti'oduction  of  sup- 
plies into  the  town. 

Judge  Advocate, — I  have  no  furtlier  questions  to  put 
to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bourke,  but  if,  upon  tlmt  amended 
answer,  General  Whitelocke  has  any  question  to  ask,  I 
conceive  ho  has  a  right  to  do  it. 

General  Whitelocke  informs  me  he  has  no  questions  to 
put  upon  that  amended  answer,  but  tliat  he  omitted  to 
put  one  upon  another^  subject,  and  he  wbhes  now  to  bo 
permitted  to  do  it ;  to  which  I  have  no  objection. 

LicHtenant'GcneralI'Vhiteloclcc. — Q.  Is  there  any  com* 
mandinj^  situation  on  the  Coral  side  of  tlie  town,  from 
which  Buenos  Ayres,  or  the  march  of  the  columns,  could 
have  been  seen  ? 

A.  There  is  not. — The  xcitnes^  withdrew. 
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TWENTYNINTH  DAY. 

MONDAY,  MARCH  7,  IS08. 

LicHtcnant'Colojid  Bourke  calkd  h. 
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Judge  Advocate, — I  am  informed  bv  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Boiirkc,  that  he  wishes  f o  amend  one  of  tlie  answcns 
he  gave  to  a  question  when  he  was  last  before  the  Court. 
ITie  question  which  the  answer  refers  to  is  this : — "  If  pro- 
**  per  means  liad  been  adopted  for  uniting  tl)e  forces 
*'  under  Colonel  Mahon  to  those  near  the  bead-quarterr 
*•  on  the  4th,  or  early  on  the  morning  of  the  .5th,  ivould  it 
"  not  have  been  in  the  power  of  Licutenant-Cieneral 
"  Whitelocke,  at  the  head  of  those  troops^  to  have  forced 
^'  his  way,  at  any  time  diuring  the  5  th,  into  the  town,  and 

have  joined  any  other  British  corps  at  that  time  engaged 

with  the  enemy ;  or  would  it  not  have  been  in  his  power 
**  in  the  mornin^j  of  the  6tli,  at  the  head  of  tliosc  troops, 
^*  to  have  forced  his  way  to  the  Uesidontia  ;  and  would  not 
**  such,  or  similar  personal  exertion  on  his  part,  have  af- 
*•  forded  the  best  prospect  of  rrstorinij;  the  fortunes  of  the 
"  day?" — A.  **  I  believe,  if  proper  means  had  been  adopt- 
*^  ed,  there  would  have  been  no  great  difficulty  in  uniting 
"  the  corps  under  Colonel  ^lahon  witli  that  near  head- 
"  quarters  on  the  4th,  or  early  on  the  morninjj  of  the  5tb. 
"  What  eft'ect  an  attack  from  that  force  miglit  have  had, 
"  is  more  than  I  can  presume  to  say,  never  having  seen 
"  the  defences  of  the  enemy.  I  believe  there  would  have 
"  been  no  difficulty,  in  the  nu)rnint»  of  the  6*th,  with  even 
^'  a  much  smaller  force,  to  haVe  comuumicatcHl  with  tl)C 
"  Residentiii.  I  lincl  great  dillicultv  in  answering  tlie  lat- 
**  ter  part  of  the  qiufstlon,  because  I  really  do  not  inider- 
"  staml  it.  I  have  stated  it  Monld  have  been  possible  to 
"  have  tone  to  the  liosidentiu  on  the  6'th,  but  1  cannot 
**  state  the  effect  it  might  liave  had;  as  1  have  >tated  I 
*'  never  saw  the  delenccs  of  the  enemv,  I  do  not  know 
"  what  opposition  it  \\\\'^^\  iiave  exi)erienced." 

Litutcnant-Culoficl  Bourkt. — I  concei\cd,    when   that 
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qiif  stion  was  put,  that  its  object  was  to  ascertain  if,  after 
Colonel  Mahoh  8  corps  had  been  joinetl  to  the  force  near 
head-quarters,  it  would  have  l)een  possible  for  General 
Wliitelocke,  at  tlie  head  of  tliose  troops,  to  have  forced 
his  way  into  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  I  answered  it  ac- 
cordingly. If,  however,  it  was  intended  to  inquire  it^  by 
means  of  those  troop.%  a  communication  could  have  been 
ppened,  I  have  further  to  state,  in  reply,  that  it  is  my  opi- 
nion, that  by  means  of  that  force,  during  any  time  of  the 
day  of  the  5th,  a  communication  might  have  been  opened 
with  any  British  troops  engaged  in  uie  town ;  and  that  it 
is  my  ophiion,  such  counnunicatioD,  and  the  furtlier  co^ 
operation  of  tliose  corps,  would  have  afforded  tlie  best 
prospect  of  ultimate  success. 

Q.  Had  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  when  at 
White's  liouse,  concentrated  tiie  whole  of  his  force,  might 
he  not  have  occupied  the  roads  between  the  Chueilo  and 
the  RccoUata,  or  have  broken  them  so  as  to  liave  prevent* 
ed  any  supply  of  provisions  being  brought  into  Buenos 
Ayres  in  that  direction  ? 

A.  I  believe  that  the  distance  between  the  nearest  part 
of  the  Rio  Chueilo,  and  ttie  Recollata  Convent,  was  at 
least  seven  miles,  and  I  do  not  conceive  tliat,  with  his 
whole  force  of  7500  men,  it  would  have  been  possible  to 
have  closely  guarded  such  an  extent;  nor  do  I  think  it 
would  have  been  possible  to  have  broken  up  the  roads  so 
as  to  have  completely  prevented  tlie  inti'oduction  of  sup- 
plies into  tiio  town. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  have  no  furtlier  questions  to  put 
to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bourke,  but  if,  upon  tlmt  amended 
answer,  General  Whitelocke  has  any  question  to  ask,  I 
conceive  ho  has  a  right  to  do  it. 

General  Whitelocke  informs  me  he  has  no  questions  to 
put  upon  that  amended  answer,  but  tliat  he  omitted  to 
put  one  upon  another,  suhfect,  and  he  wishes  now  to  bo 
permitted  to  do  it ;  to  whicii  I  have  no  objection. 

Lieut enant'GeneralI'Vhitelockc. — Q.  Is  there  any  com* 
mandin;^  situation  on  the  Coral  side  of  tiie  town,  from 
which  Buenos  Ayres,  or  tlie  march  of  the  columns^  could 
have  been  seen  ? 

A.  lliei-e  is  not — 77/c  xciines^  withdrew. 


502 

brought  by  Captain  Whittingham  from  tlie  Besidentia,  m 
reinforcement  of  1 50  men  and  an  artillery  piiicer,  were 
directed  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  at  day-light  in  the 
morning  to  that  post,  the  Residentia.  The  following  mom« 
ing,  just  as  this  detachment  was  about  to  march,  a  letter 
was  received  from  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  to  cease  hostili- 
ties, and  no  further  movement  of  the  troops  to  take  place. 
On  the  7th  about  one  o'clock  I  rejoined  General  White- 
locke  at  the  Tauros.  1  do  not  recollect  any  other  circum- 
stance that  occurred. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  personal  exertion  made  by 
Lieutenant-Gcneral  Whitelocke  during  the  5tli,  or  any 
other  attempts  on  his  part,  to  co-operate  with  and  support 
the  different  columns  of  his  army,  which  had,  by  his  orders, 
entered  the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres  on  tliat  day? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  Lieutenant*Genei*al  Whitelocke 
made  no  personal  exertion,  or  any  other  attempts  than 
those  you  have  described,  for  the  purposes  mentioned  ia 
the  last  c|uestion  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  reason,  except  liis  confidence  in 
the  troops  in  advance  being  able  to  effect  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  designed.  I-  merely  conjecture  that  that 
mi^ht  be  the  reason :  I  do  not  know  tliat  that  was  General 
"Whitelocke's  reason,  I  merely  conjecture  it  might  be  so. 

Judge  Advocate. — If  the  witness  means  by  conjecture, 
that  it  is  his  opinion,  undoubtedly  that  is  an  answer ;  if  it 
is  merely  a  vague  supposition,  and  he  does  not  mean  to 
state  it  as  an  opinion  of  his  own,  I  conceive  it  is  no  answer 
at  all,  and  ought  not  to  appear  upon  the  minutes. 

IAeutc7ia7it-Coloiiel  Bradford. — It  is  merely  a  suppo- 
'  sition. 

Jii{!e;e  Adrocatt. — Then  I  think  it  ought  not  to  be 
stated,  unless  he  means  to  say  that  upon  tliat  su])po«ition 
iie  formed  au  opinion. 

The  QucslivH  read. 

A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  reason. 

Q.  Was  it  not  clearly  and  generally  understood,  when 
the  different  columns  marched^n  tlie  morning  of  the  5tli, 
tiuit  after  they  had  gained  the  several  points  pointed  out 
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io  thein  -by  the  orders  under  iflnch  they  inarched,  they 
were  to  wait  for  further  orders  for  their  subsequent  oper- 
ations ? 

A.  The  orders  for  the  attack  of  ttie  4th  were  not  given 
by  me  to  the  different  commanding  oHicers  of  the  regi- 
ments. 

A  Member . — Q.  You  knew  those  orders :  the  question 
Is,  Was  it  generally  understood  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know :  the  orders  were  not  given  by  me  on 
tlie  4th ;  they  were  given  out  by  General  Gower. 

Q.  If  proper  means  had  been  adopted  for  uniting  the 
forces  under  Colonel  IVIahon  to  those  near  head-quarters, 
lOn  the  4th,  or  early  on  the  moniing  of  the  6th;  would  it 
not  have  been  in  the  power  of  Lieutenant-General  White- 
iocke,  at  the  head  of  those  troops,  to  have  forced  his  way 
at  any  time  daring  the  5th  into  the  town,  and  have  joined 
Any  other  British  corps,  at  that  time  engaged  with  the 
enemy ;  or  would  it  not  have  been  in  his  power,  on  the 
inonung  of  the  6th,  at  tlie  head  of  those  troops,  to  have 
forced  his  way  to  the  Residentia ;  and  would  not  such,  or 
similar  personal  exertion  on  his  part,  have  afforded  the 
best  prospect  of  restoring  tlie  fortunes  of  the  day  ? 

A.  I  think  it  would. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  consulted  upon  the  treaty  ? 

A.  I  was  absent  at  the  time :     I  was  at  the  Coral. 

Q.  What  number  of  prisoners  were  taken  at  tlie  Coral  ? 

A.  About  200. 

A  Membej\ — Q.  At  what  time  do  you  mean  ? 

A.  lliey  were  taken  principally  on  tlie  2d,  and  strag- 
glers at  our  out-posts  between  tliat  time  and  the  attack. 

Judge  Advocate. — Have  you  the  return  of  the  effective 
strength  of  the  army  after  the  5  th  ? 

A,  Yes,  I  have :  it  Mas  544 1  rank  and  file,  the  effective 
strength  after  tlie  attack. 

Produces  it. — (See  Appendix.) 

Q.  Can  you  state  the  effective  force  of  the  reserve  at 
the  Coral  upon  the  5th,  distinguishing  tliem  by  regiments  ? 

A.  l^e  force  at  the  Cor^  and  tlie  different  posts  con- 
nected with  tlie  Coral,  consisted  of  about  1050  men  rank 
and  file;  that  was  the  numl)er:  and  I  apprehend  that  was 
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the  effective  strength ;  for  I  do  not  recollect  any  sick  pco^ 
pic  being  reported,  after  deducting  the  casualties  occasioned 
bv  the  attack  of  tlie  carabineers  and  9th  light  dragoons 
that  mominjr. 

Q.  Wliat  was  the  force  before  those  casualties  oc- 
curred? 

A.  About  1 100.  This  force  was  diposed  of  as  follows: 
advanced  towards  the  town,  6OO  rank  and  file ;  at  the 
Coral  180,  including  30  mounted  dragoons;  with  the 
commissariate,  83  of  the  17th  light  dragoons  dismount- 
ed, with  some  carabineers ;  at  the  hospital  a  company 
of  the  88th,  consisting  of  60  rank  and  tile,  and  de- 
tachments of  different  regiments  left  with  packs,  amounting 
to  about  180  rank  and  file. 

Q.  What  was  the  total  number  of  prisoners  given  up  at 
the  treaty? 

A.  Tiie  total  number  of  men  taken  prisoners,  including 
220  wounded,  amounted  to  \676.  I  suppose  the  number 
taken  Avere  given  up.  'i'he  number  taken  by  the  British 
were  about  1000,  including  the  200  that  were  taken  at  the 
i^ral.  As  the  treaty  specified  the  whole  should  be  given 
uj),  I  suppose  they  were. 

Q.  Mow  soon  after  tlie  different  columns  of  the  army 
marched  into  the  town  by  Lieutenant-General  White- 
lockc's  orders,  did  you  perceive  that  all  communication 
v^  as  intercepted  between  them  and  the  Commander  in 
Ciiief,  by  parties  of  the  enemy  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  the  communication  was  at  all  in- 
tercepted, except  in  the  town.  Do  you  mean  the  troops 
that  went  in  with  General  Craufurd  ? 

Judge  Advocate. — I  mean  the  ti'oops  that  went  into  the 
town. 

The  question  read. 

A.  In  every  street  that  the  columns  passed  through, 
there  were  parties  of  the  enemy  in  every  house,  firing  on 
them  as  they  passed.  I  suppose  the  enemy  remained  in 
the  streets,  and  there  was  that  difficulty  remaining  a  second 
time  in  communicating  with  them. 

Q.  The  question  is,  how  soon  the  communication  wgo 
cut  oft? 
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A.  I  do  not  recollect  knowing  that  the  coinmunicatioii 
WU3  cut  otr  ut  all :  a  suflicient  body  of  troops  would,  I  ap* 
pfehend,  have  forced  a  communication  ;  but  it  would  have 
been  very  iniprufdcnt  attempting  a  communication  witii  the 
troops  in  the  town,  by  the  centre  streets,  after  the  result  of 
the  attack  of  the  6th  dragoon  guards  and  9th  light  dra- 
goons, which  were  exposed  to  a  very  destructive  fire  of  the 
enemy  in  attempting  to  proceed  into  the  town,  and  were. 
obliged  to  retire  with  loss.  I  apprehend  it  was  impossible 
to  communicate,  by  means  of  the  ilesidentia,  and,  by  that 
post,  with  the  troops  in  tlie  St.  Domingo  church. 

Q.  Did  it,  or  did  it  not,  appear  to  you  to  be  important 
at  any  tuul  what  time  of  the  day,  for  the  General  and  liis 
stuil  to  put  iiiniself,  at  all  risks,  in  contact  with  his  army, 
that  he  nii:j;ht  know  the  cfiixt  of  the  attacks  wliich  he  had 
ordered,  and  combine  their  further  etlurts  ? 

A.  I  tliink  that,  allowing  till  eleven  or  twelve  o'clock  to 
receive  reports  from  the  town,  in  my  opinion,  it  would 
have  been  advisable  to  have  done  so. 

Q.  Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  know  whether  such  ne- 
cessity ever  struck  Lieutenant-Cieneral  Whitelockc,  or 
w  hether  it  was  ever  pointed  oiit  to  him  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  As  you  were  near  tlie  person  of  Lieutenant-General 
Whitelocke,  can  ypu  state  whetlier  you  liave  any  dpinion 
of  tlic  cause  which  induced  him  to  remain  stationary  in  the 
rear,  separated  from  liis  army,  instead  of  forcing  his  way 
to  join  it,  to  direct  its  operation,  and  share  its  fate? 

A.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  by  what  motive  he  was 
actuated. 

Q.  It  is  matter  of  opinion;  and  I  call  upon  the  witness 
for  that  opinion,  if  he  has  formed  one. 

A.  I  have  formed  no  opinion. 

Jsitutaumt'Gcneral  JVhitelockc  stated  that  he  had  iw 
questions  to  ask  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bradford. 

Questions  by  the  Court. 

Q.  Did  the  6tli  dragoon  guards,  and  0th  light  dra- 
goons, act  as  infantry,  from  tlie  period  of  their  disembarka- 
tion at  Ensenada  de  Barragon,  till  the  treaty  was  signed  ? 

A.  Y(U(,  ttiey  did< 
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Q.  Dcscrilx;  their  arms. 

A.  They  were  armed  with  tlic  old  carabines. 

Q.  Whs  any,  and  what,  endeavours  used  by  Lieute- 
nant-General SVliitelocke  to  supply  tliem  with  inuskels 
and  nnisket  ammunition,  during  that  period,  or  previously 
at  Monte  \'ideo? 

A.  Until  tlie  arrival  of  General  Crauftird,  we  had  no 
6piirc  arms.  I  do  not  know  of  any  exertions  that  were  used 
to  provide  Uiem  :  there  were  none  to  be  had  at  Af onte 
Video,  till  the  arrival  of  (ieneral  Craufurd.  On  recol- 
lection, I  believe  the  ,0th  light  dragoons  had  muskets,  it 
wa<?  onlv  tlic  carabineers  that  had  carahincs. 

Q.  Did  yon,  as  Adjutant-General,  know  where  Colond 
^lahon,  ^\iih  his  corpii^,  was,  on  the  morning  of  tlie  5th  of 
•lulv  ? 

A.  I  did  not  send  the  order  to  Colonel  Mahon,  but  I 
understood,  on  the  evening  of  the  4th,  that  an  order  bad 
been  sent  for  him  to  march  from  Reduction  to  the  Chu- 
ello  bndge.  I  know  an  order  had  been  sent;  but  I 
<:ould  not  |)ossibly  say  whether  it  had  been  received :  there 
was  no  acknowledgement  of  tlie  order  at  head-quarters. 
I  did  not  know  that  tlie  order  was  received,  until  his  ar- 
rival on  the  evening  of  the  6th.  The  order  was  not  sent 
bv  me. 

Q.  When  General  M'hitelocke  left  the  Coral  to  proceed 
lo  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  did  the  enemy  apix:ar  in  any  foroe 
about  the  Coral  ? 

A.  1  do  not  recollect  seeing  the  enemy  at  all  at  that  diof 
about  tlie  Coral.  :}  or  400  stragghng  horsemen  made  aa 
attack  upon  the  post  in  the  rear;  but  it  was  not  until  Ge- 
neral M'hitelocke  had  gone  to  tlie  Tauros. 

Q.  \^'as  any  attempt  made  by  the  enemy  during  the 
tinic  you  were  in  conimand,  except  tliat  which  you  have 
stated  in  your  former  answer? 

A.  I'he  only  attempt  made  by  the  enemy,  was  the  one 
I  have  already  stated  in  the  rear ;  and  they  were  driven 
back  immediately. — The  xcitnvss  u-ithdrcic. 

Captain  Brown  called  in. 

Judge  .Advocate.-— I  wish  to  state  to  tlie  Court  the  rea- 
son \\\\\r  1  have  called  Cnptain  Brown  is,  that  he  wasi»f 
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ing already,  by  seven  oflicerB  who  were  with  General 
Wliitelocke,  some  during  the  whole,  and  others  during  the 
greater  part,  of  the  jth,  proved  as  far  as  I  am  aUe,  all  tliat 
passed  on  that  day,  I  am  not  aware  tliat  by  any  exami- 
nation of  Captain  Brown,  I  can  add  any  thing  to  what  the 
Court  has  heard ;  at  the  same  time  I  thought  it  advisable 
that  every  one  of  the  staff  officers  who  were  witli  General 
Whitclocke  that  day  should  be  here,  ready  to  answer  any 
questions  which  the  Court  might  think  fit  to  put  to  them. 
1  liave  no  reason  to  believe  that  I  can  give  any  additional 
information  to  the  Couit ;  therefore,  I  shall  not  ask  Cap- 
tain Brown  a  single  question;  but  I  thought  it  right  to  call 
him,  and  offer  him  to  the  Court,  in  order  that  tlie  Court 
may  have  the  opportunity  of  putting  any  questions  to  him 
they  may  think  proper. 

Sir  IViUiam  Afedau^s. — The  Court  has  nothing  to  trou- 
ble Captain  Brown  with. — The  witness  xcithdreiQ. 

Judge  Adcocate. — With  remrd  to  the  4th  charge,  the 
Court,  upon  looking  into  it,  will  perceive  that  the  evidence 
of  one  witness  would  be  iiidispensable;  namely,  that  of/ 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown,  who  was  left  in  conimand  of 
tlie  garrison  at  tlie  fortress  of  Monte  Video.  He  was  e\- 
tremely  anxious  to  quit  Ix)n(lon ;  and,  that  circumstance 
having  been  mentioned  to  Licutenant-General  Wliitelocke, 
he  stated  that  he  was  ready  to  admit  the  only  fact  which  I 
could  find  it  necessary  to  call  Licutcnant-C  olonel  Brown 
to  prove.  It  was  unnecessary,  theretbrc,  to  give  him  tlie 
trouble  of  coming,  and  the  Court  the  trouble  of  hearing 
his  evidence.  The  facts  which  he  was  to  state  are  these; 
and  which  I  understand  are  admitted  by  Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Whitelocke:  that  the  fortress  at  Alontc  Viilco  was 
well  and  sufficiently  garrisoned  and  provided  against  at- 
tack, and  was  not  at  this  period  (meaning  the  period  of 
the  treaty)  in  a  state  of  blockade  or  siege. 

These  facts  being  admitted^  of  course  the  ner(?ssitv  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown's  evidence  is  done  awav  :  theiv- 
fore  it  will  be  entered  upon  the  minutes,  tlmt  it  was  ad- 
mitted by  Lieutenant-Cieneral  Whitelocke  that,  at  the  pe.- 
riod  of  the  treaty,  the  fortres's  of  Monte  N'iileo  \vas  well 
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and  sufficiently  garrisoned,  and  provided  against  attack, 
and  %va5  not,  at  such  period,  in  a  state  of  blockade  or 

siege. 

I  have  now  to  inform  the  Court  tliat  I  have  concluded 
the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution.  The  Court 
will  decide  when  Lieutenant-Gcncral  Whitelocke  shall  ca- 
ter upon  his  defence. 

Sir  IVilliam  iV/a/ow*.— Licutenant-.Gcneral  Whitelocke 
informs  me  he  shall  not  be  ready  to  proceed  witli  his  de- 
fence before  Monday.  The  Court  is,  therefore,  adjourned 
till  ten  o'clock  on  that  day. 

Adjourned. 


Page  23 J  after  the  question — 

Q.  Had  you  no  communication  with  Lieutenant-Gcneral 
Whitelocke  as  to  the  propriety  of  undertaking  tlie  expedi- 
tion against  Buenos  Ayres  before  he  left  Monte  ^''ideo? 

Head  as  follows : 

Licutcnant-Gencral  Whitelocke  here  stated  an  objection 
to  this  question  being  put,  viz. 

General  Whitelocke  understands  that  the  object  of  tliis 
evidence  is  to  show  thtit  the  attack  was  undertaken  at  a 
wrong  period  of  the  year  with  reference  to  seasons,  (it^ 
neral  Whitelocke  lias  no  objection  to  the  fullest  investiga- 
tion, nor  to  this  evidence,  if  the  Judge  Advocate  states 
that  it  is  introductory  to,  or  cx|)lanatory  of,  any  one  of  t!)e 
clicir^s ;  but,  as  a  distinct  subject  of  eliai'ge  agjiinst  liioi, 
he  objects  to  it. 

Contending  that  the  subjects  of  charge  arc  specified, 
of  these  he  had  notice  ;  against  tliese  he  comes  prepared 
to  defend  himself;  and  that  no  general  words  which  are  fol- 
lowed by  specific  charges  can  autliorize  going  into  any 
otlier  h(*aJs  than  those  specified.  The  investigation, 
otherwise,  may  be  endless;  and  all  the  Ui:C  of  speciij'ing 
diarizes  done  awav. 
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Page  1 85,  after  the  question — 

Q.  Was  any  part  of  the  articles  of  equipment  belong- 
ing to  your  regiment  made  away  with  at  any  time  ? 

Read  asjbllorcs : 

Lieutenant-Gcneral  Wliitelocke  objected  to  this  ques- 
tion: observing,  *'  that  he  has  most  cautiously  avoided 

*  tukinjT  any  objections,  or  interfering  in  the  course  of  pro- 
'  ceecling,  that,  it  might  not  be  supposed  possible  that  he 
^  had  any  wish  to  prevent  the  fullest  investigation  taking 

*  place.  But  the  length  to  which  irrelevant  evidence 
'  must  protract  these  proceedings,  is,  in  itself,  a  very  seri- 
^  ous  consideration.  He  cannot,  tlierefore,  but  submitter 
'  the  Court  tlie  propriety  of  considering  whetlier  this  cvi- 

*  deuce  can  in  any  way  affect  the  charges,  or  come  within 

*  them.     The  subject  under  consideration  is  the  attack 

*  upon  Buenos  Ayres,  and  (as  the  Court  have  detcrmin- 
'  ed)  the  previous  arrangements  for  that  attack.    Can  any 

*  thing  which  relates  to  the  disposal  of  stores  left  behind, 

*  be  essential  to  the  investigation  of  these  charjies?    If  it 

*  is  gone  into,  Lieutenant-General  Whitclockc  must,  in 

*  his  own  justification,  hereafter  explain  it ;  however 
'  unimportant,  comparatively  speaking,  it  may  be,  as  con- 
'  nected  with  the  charges." 


Page  190,  before  the  e.vamination  of  Sir  Samuel  Achmufi/^ 

read  as  JollatLS  : 

Brigadier-General  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  to  begin  his 
narrative  from  the  time  he  came  under  Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral AVhitelocke  3  command,  and  to  continue  it  up  to  the 
night  of  the  4th  of  July ;  to  state  the  circumstances  of  the 
particular  corps  under  his  orders ;  its  strength ;  state  ot 
equipment  for  service  ;  to  describe  the  occurrences  ;  dif- 
ficulties of  the  route;  face  of  the  country ;  from  the  place 
of  landing  to  the  heights  occupied  on  the  evening  of  the 
28th  of  June  by  the  advanced  corps. 

Pursue  your  narrative  through  the  different  days' 
mai^clieSy  stating  what  was  the  face  and  appearance  of  the 
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country  each  day ;  the  difficulties,  if  any,  which  present- 
ed themselves  to  the  advance ;  whetJier  any,  and  wiiat,  ap- 
pearances of  hostility  manifested  themselves,  either  from  a 
regular  force  or  from  the  anned  peasantry;  whether  the 
habitations  were  or  were  not  deserted,  what  prisoners  were 
taken ;  what  intelligence  was  each  day  obtained  of  tlie 
enemy's  preparations,  plan  of  operations,  particularly  as  to 
the  defence  of  the  bridge,  and  the  dilTerent  passes  of  the 
Cbuello. 

What  reconnoitring  parties  were  made , previous  to  the 
ariival  of  tlie  main  body  on  that  river ;  why  the  passage  of 
the  bridge  was  not  attempted. 

Relate  minutely  all  the  occurrences  of  the  3d  and  4th 
of  July ;  pailicularly  whetljcr  any,  and  what,  measures  were 
taken  during  those  days  for  assuring  the  success  of  the  at- 
tack proposed  for  the  next  day,  either  by  bringing  up  ar- 
tillery, troops,  opening  communications  between  the  dif- 
ferent corps  of  tlie  army,  and  reconnoitring  tlie  approaches 
of  tlie  town. 

State  tlie  intelligence  obtained  fmm  the  prisoners  as  to 
tlie  designs  of  the  enemy,  and  his  plan  for  the  defence  of 
the  town. 

State  whether  the  advanced  corps  was  selected  from 
tJiose  best  calculated  for  that  service ;  and  whether  tlie 
main  body  was,  or  was  not,  duly  supplied  witli  provisions, 
ammunition,  and  every  other  requisite  for  service,  as  fai*  as 
circumstances  would  permit. 


A  frw  imprc«ions  were  taken  off  before  a  mistake  was  discovered  ii* 
|ia^r  388, — that  of  the  last  Vmo  of  tin?  page  being  placed  mi  the  t"p. 


r>\\ 


THIRTIETH    DAY 

MONDAY,  MVUrU  I ;,  tso^\ 


A  letter  was  received  from  Getiernl  Pic^oi,  stating  thiu  in*  wa^ 
confinod  to  his  room  by  an  uttark  of  i\\{i  i^out  in  both  his  t'eei, 
and  enclosing  tlie  certilic'iiti.'  ol'  .Mr.  Young  (his  sur^fon)  \r- 
rifying  tlie  fact. 


GENKRAL  WIUTKLOCKK  KKAD  HIS  DEFKNClv 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Court  Martial, 

The  satisfaction  I  frel  in  bein^  at  Ic-nirth  permitted  to 
claim  the  atteniion  and  indulgence  of  the  Court,  Ls  proportion- 
ed to  the  anxious  impatience  with  whif.h  I  have  hooked  forward 
to  this  opportunity  of  explaining  my  con  Juct  in  South  America^ 
and  the  causes  that  led  to  the  result  wtiich  constitutes  the  sub- 

{'ect  of  the  pre';ent  investigation.  The  disappointment  of  the 
lopes  I  had  onterraincd  ot  the  success  of  an  expedition,  upon 
which  such  expectations,  in  every  point  of  view,  military,  po- 
liiicai,  and  commercial,  had  been  formed,  had  prepared  me  to 
meet  a  strong  and  general  feeling  corresponding  w  ith  my  own, 
tlie  natural  and  almost  necessary  attenJant  upon  public  disap- 
pointment and  misfortunjfr.  1  had  prepared  myself  also  to  hear 
the  clamours  of  the  disappointed,  ancl  strictures  upon  my  con- 
duct from  those  whose  wishes  and  interest  led  them  to  judge 
from  events  only,  witliout  any  adequate  means  of  information. 
But  feeling  conscious  that  I  had  zealously  endeavoured  to  per- 
form my  duty,  and  that  in  the  ultimate  sacrihces  which  ad- 
verse circumstances  biid  induced  me  to  make,  I  had  disregard- 
ed all  interested  considerations,  and  been  actuated  on^^  by 
public  motives ;  I  confess  it  was  with  surprise  a.s  well  as  morti- 
ncation,  that  I  found,  on  my  return,  that  the  opinions  which 
had  been  so  industriously  propagated  as  to  my  conduct  in 
South  America,  had  in  some  degree  been  entertained  in  higher 
quarters;  that  calumnies  the  mo.st  injurious  to  my  character 
had  been  made  the  subject  of  official  discussion;  and  that 
no  individual  having  offered  to  stand  forward  as  my  accuser^ 
proceedings  (novel  in  our  military  jurisprudence,  however  they 
may  be  sanctioned  by  other  courts},  were  adopted,  for  tht;  pur- 
pose, as  it  should  seem,  of  collecting  evidence  to  convert  those 
calumnies  into  matters  of  cliarge.  ^Vhilp  I  v.as  absent,  the  con- 
duct of  myself' and  others  bad  been  prejudged*  and  marie  the 
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subject  of  intemperate  and  premature  (li.^cnssion  in  the  cltiliv 
papers,  and  1  had  been,  witliont  trial,  or  even  inquiry,  held  up 
to  public  indignation,  as  having  disgraced  myself  and  my  pro- 
fession, and  the  niilitarv  character  of  my  country.  A.s  soun, 
however,  as  it  became  known  tliat  the  (TovernnitMit  had  de- 
termined that  an  investigation  of  my  conduct  should  takr  place. 
the  editors  of  the  public  papers,  actuated  by  a  sense  of  (le.reiii 
propriety  and  common  justice,  immediately  forbore  any  further 
comments.  But  a  subaltern  ollicer  who  served  in  the  expedi- 
tion thought  fit,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  my  being  under  ar- 
rest, and  therefore,  to  all  purposes  of  law  and  justice,  upon 
my  trial,  to  publish  a  libel  upon  the  conduct  of  myself  aini 
others,  for  the  express  purpose  of  procuring  a  profit  to  him- 
self, at  the  expense  of  a  gross  violation  of  every  principle  of 
honour  or  feeling  and  of  the  laws  of  the  coimtry,  endeavouriii;; 
to  keep  up  and  excitt*,  the  stronjjrest  prejudices  of  the  publir 
against  me  :  and  a  field  officer  of  another  regiment  has  felt  no 
shame  in  patronising  this  libel,  and  distributing  it  with  the 
grc»atest  industry. 

Irritated  as  I  necessarily  was  at  these  unmanly  attacks,  and  at 
hearing  the  misn'presentations  upon  which  they  were  founded, 
and  anxious  as  ]  must  be  to  retiiin  the  -^ood  opinion  of  niv 
countrj-,  I  yet  felt  tliataregardtomy  own  oiiaracterand  situation, 
tlie  respect  due  to  the  illustrious  personage  at  the  head  of  the 
army,  and  to  mv  sovereign,  and  in  a  case  like  this  (where  the 
public  is  so  deeply  concerned), still  more.perhaps,the  respect  dm 
to  this  honoiu'able  Court,  imperatively  r:il led  ujion  me  to  await 
in  ciilencc  the  o])portnnity  which  I  found  w;'>i  to  be  alforded,  Oi 
ex!)'aininii:  to  niv  S(»vereii»'n  and  the  count rv  niv  conduct  in  du 
command  with  uliieh  1  had  been  intrustrd. 

1,  therelbre,  forlvire  to  answer  any  of  liie  calumnies  which 
have  been  projnrgiileii  against  me,  or  to  -.ariciion  anv  publica- 
tion or  paragrrjjh  upon  tlie  subject,  an«i  r^'inil  until  the  ap- 
proach of  this  tri.il  into  t!)e  c(»untry,  d'*ii\ii'g  myself  i*vcn  tiic 
•gratification  oi'  associitting  with  nuiiiy  \.*inabi.!  friends,  ^\h:> 
have  ))een  atixious  to  show  themse!ve>  ^njierior  to  the  prciu- 
dices  i'\(*ited  by  popular  ciamon.*,  an'i  to  niark  tlieir  ;iii»*n:i(vi 
to  me  since  UiV  return.  I  menlion  tlii-s  tlr.H  [Jiiintedlv,  to  !i!*c- 
VCKI  any  po<sinIe  si;spicion  Ik  in::  entertanu'd  ti:at  I  roi:k;  ^aiic- 
tion,  or  had  ixr.y  knovvlecigf  of,  a  vin(iic:iti<.»n  of,  mv  coniart, 
whieh  has  been  i)ubli5iheci  b\  *^.'Mne  TlOr^op  xrhnllu  iniin-'u:-  :.• 
7ur ;  and  I  am  i.iore  anxiou;  U)  do  thi.-,  «>  the  piiblican-^n  »i.- 
luded  to  contained  ^tnriun'>  '.ij'on  the  conduct  of  oiIkt^:  ;;:  .' 
1  trust,  therefore,  that  i:ie  Coin  will  excuse  nu  li;-\iii:^  ctti:- 

Pied  a  few  moments  of  iluir  ;in;e  unon  this  subject. 
The  knowledge  that  my  motives  and  rondnct  UiTc  to  bo  >:!•' 
mitted  to  and  judged  by  a  tribir.tal.  composed  of  persons  ;!:■»• . 
competent  from  their  rai^k  in  the  service^  their  habits,  cn;k 


ricnce,  and  talents,  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  ^11  the  peculiar 
circumstances  which  form  the  subject  of  the  present  investiga^ 
tioiiy  supported  me  during  an  anxious  period  of  suspense  and 
procrastination. 

I  considered  my  trial  as  an  appeal  from  popular  clamour  to 
truth  and  justice  ;  from  the  inordinate  ravines  of  mahcious  dis-* 
appoiiiLmcnt  to  the  sober  di&(Timinations  of  honourable  and  can- 
did mmdsy  divested  of  all  those  feeHngs  and  prejudices  which 
sway  and  direct  the  course  of  public  opinion  :  and  I  confess  I 
had  flattered  myself  that  I  should,  in  tnis  raspect,  have  found 
a  protector  even  in  my  prosecutor ;  that,  considering  his  ano- 
malous and  (I  hope  I  may,  without  offence,  say)  his  almost  in- 
compatible  duties,  he  would,  in  the  character  of  an  adviser  and 
assistant  to  the  Court,  have  divested  himself  of  every  feehng 
connected  with  public  prejudice,  and  that  acting  in  tne  capa* 
city  of  prosecutor,  he  would  have  permitted  my  trial  to  have 
commenced  at  least  without  the  extraordinary  comment  which 
excited  so  much  surprise,  1  believe,  in  all  who  heard  it;  a  com- 
ment which,  in  the  situation  he  Alls,  and  considering  the  last 
character  he  is  to  sustain,  after  the  proceedings  are  completed, 
and  your*  deliberation  commences,  of  an  adviser  on  points  on 
which  you  may  require  his  assistance,  I  can  hardly  think  could 
be  deemed  justifiable  at  ani/  period  of  such  a  trial,  or  after  a/iy 
evidence,  however  strong,  which  could  have  been  produced. 

The  Judge  Advocate  General  stated  that  he  should  follow  the 
example  of  his  predecessors  upon  similar  occasions,  by  abstain- 
ing  in  that  stage  of  the  proceeding  from  any  detailed  observa* 
tions  upon  the  charges^ 

The  only  case  of  importance,  I  believe,  in  which  a  Judge 
Advocate  has  stood  in  a  similar  situation  to  the  present,  was  the 
trial  of  the  late  Lord  Sackviile,  on  which  occasion  thejate  Sir 
Charles  Morgan,  then  Mr.  Gould,  made  ?20  address  whatever 
to  the  Court  on  the  opening  of  the  prosecution ;  and  in  his  re- 
ply most  studiously  avoided  offering  a  single  observation  that 
could  in  the  most  distant  way  be  considered  as  addressed  to  the 
passions  of  the  Court,  although  the  circumstance  that  gave  rise 
to  that  trial  had  excited  more  of  popular  feeling  than  any  which 
had  before  occurred  ;  so  much  so  as  to  leave  it,  possibly  for 
ever,  a  subject  of  historical  dispute,  whether  the  judgement 
even  of  the  Court  was  not  in  some  measure  influenced  by  tliat 
feeling. 

I  put  it  to  the  liberality  and  candour  of  the  Right  Honoura- 
ble Judge  Advocate,  whettier  I  have  not  some  right  to  complaui, 
and  cause  to  lament,  that  he  had  not  followed  the  example  of 
bis  predecessor,  and  abstained  from  stating  to  the  public  (for 
such  an  address  could  not  be  intended  for  the  Court)^  that "  hopes 
'<  had  been,*'  as  he  was  pleased  to  say,  ^^justljf  as  well  as  ^efii^- 
.*'  raUjf  entertained)  of  discovering  new  markets  for  our  manu- 

.i  J, 
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•^  factiifes,  and  giving  a  wid^r  scopi-to  the  spiiit  of  mercan- 
*'  ijic  entcq>risc,  and  opening  new  sources  of  treasure;"  al- 
though fvcry  information  as  to  the  state  of  Soulh  America,  and 
the  hostile  and  implacable  spirit  of  its  inhabitants  towards  us, 
has  proved  iliat  those  hopes  were  completely  fallacious :  that  he 


*'  of  the  pul)lic  misfortune,  by  the  accumulated  weight  of  all 


**  these  considerations  ;  or  the  circumstance  of  reports  to  my 
"  prejudice  having  survived  the  first  impressions  of  public  sor- 
"  row,  as  a  proof  that  they  have  not  originated  in  the  natural 
"  impulse  ot  the  human  mind,  to  find  an  object  to  condemn." 
Well  ma}-  they  survive  and  continue,  if  in  a  Court  of  Justice 
these  topics  could  be  enfcrrced  with  such  studied  strength  of 
expression,  by  a  person  whose  rank  and  station  in  life,  and  pub- 
lic character  in  this  Court,  could  not  but  stimulate  t^ie  already 
too  nnich  exasperated  state  of  the  public  uiind  upon  the  trans- 
action now  in  question. 

I  am  satisfied,  that  when  the  Court  advert  to  the  manner  in 
which  1  have  been  pursued,  and  I  may  say  condemned,  by  pub- 
lie  clamour,  without  trial  or  inquiry,  they  will  forjjive  my  hav- 
ing made  this  comment ;  and  will  permit  me  altso  to  state  a 
more  serious  ground  of  complaint  which  I  cannot  but  think  I 
am  entitled  to  make,  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  prosecu- 
ti<^]i  against  me  has  been  conducted,  and  the  nature  'f  the 
evidence  which  has  been  produced. 

A  misfortune  naturally  exciting  strong«public  feeling,  may 
iuipo^u  upon  the  Cyovernment  the  duty  of  directing-  tnat  thf 
eau'ses  of  that  misfortune  should  be  investigated.  "  Such  an 
inquiry- is,  as  the  prosecutor  has  justly  stated,  as  neressarrto 
7}n/  vindicatiun,  as  it  is  to  the  public  satisfaction.  If  I  fia^e 
been  unfortunate,  but  not  culpable,  it  is  the  only  means  by 
which  I  could  hope  to  stem  the  tide  of  prejudice  :  and  if  I  haie 
been  culpable,  it  is  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  degree  of  my  olTence,  and  of  presenting  to  the  public  au- 
thentic materials  upon  which  the  Court's  judgement  may  be 
furmed  of  my  condiiet.  A  great  and  important  expedition  ba.* 
failed^  The  r(*asons  of  its  faihu'c  are  to  be  sought  f<^r  in  the 
measures  of  the  f)erson  responsible  to  the  public  for  its  suc- 
cc>s  ;  and  no  difficulty  could  have  arisen,  indeed  no  difficultr 
did  arise,  in  selecting  particular  events  and  facts  which  led  to 
this  failure,  as  gmunds  of  duir^e  ajjainst  myself,  and  for  ivhich 
I  was  to  account.  1  did  not  complain,  because  I  did  not  fed 
that  I  had  a  right  to  do  so  in  such  a  case,  of  additions  being 
made  to  the  particulars  So  selected,  after  my  first  receipt  of  the 
charges,  which,  with  a  candid  liberality  had  been  delivered  to 
im-,  a-  soon  as  fi-aiued,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling mc  the  bet* 
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tcr  to  prepare  for  my  defence :  but  I  bad  boped,  when  1  read 
the  charges  finally  settled,  containing  such  specifications,  and 
with  sucli  epithets  as  could  not  but  excite  feelings  of  the  great- 
est mortification,  that  I  bad  seen  the  whole  of  what  was  to  be 
alleged  -against  me :  and  little  did  I  expect  or  imagine,  that 
I  was  to  be  called  upon  to  recollect  and  defend  ev^ry  act,  eme- 
ry order,  every  expression,  and  almost  every  thought,  not  of 
myself  only,  but  of  others; — every  detail,  however  minute, 
and  whether  it  had  or  ought  to  have  been  brought  u?ider  my 
cognizance  as  Commander  or  not ;  in  short,  as  the  prosecutor 
has  avowed  and  suited,  not  merely  the  cause  which  prevent- 
ed the  reduction  of  the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres,  but  my 
whole  conduct  in  tlie  expedition  ;  an  investigation  now,  as  he 
truly  stated,  for  the  first  time,  and,  I  hope,  for  the  sake  of 

i'ustlce,  for  the  last  time,  instituted  in  a  Military  Court.  Still 
ess  could  I  suppose,  that  the  protection  of  the  Court  could 
have  been  necessary  to  prevent  a  prosecutor,  educated  in  legal 
habits,  from  pursuing  me  even  to  my  private  moments,  and 
requiring  my  Secretary  to  state  all  the  conversations  that,  in 
the  confidence  of  our  relative  situation,  had  passed  between 
us ;  and  yet  it  is  at  this  point  only,  and  through  the  interposi- 
tion of  the  (.'ourt,  the  Prosecutor  has  stopped  in  his  inc^uiry.  I 
entreat  the  Court  calmly  and  candidly  to  review  the  evidence, 
and  to  scparnte  (no  easy  task)  that  which  is  applicable  to  my^ 
selt]  fmm  that  which  applies  only  to  others ;  but  more  parti-  . 
cuteVly  to  se})arate  the  evidence  of  opinions  as  to  our  opera- 
tions/bM;i(/«/  ifpon  experience  acquired  by  viisfortime^  and  not 
from  dpi aions  founded  upon  any  thing  that  was  or  could  be  pre- 
viously kno-xn  before  the  operations  took  place,  and  upon  which 
alone  I  could  have  acted,  and  by  which  alone  I  am  to  be  judged  ; 
in  short,  to  advert  to  all  the  evidence  which  applies,  the  result 
and  subsequent  knowledge,  instead  of  previous  information, 
as  the  criterion  by  which  the  propriety  of  the  measure  adopted 
is  to  be  tried.  Let  it  not  be  said  that  this  arose  out  of  the  na-> 
ture  of  the  prosecution  ;  for  if  it  did,  nothing  can  more  strongly 
evince  the  injustice  of  such  a  coui^se  of  proceeding.  An  ar- 
rangement which  loads  to  such  consequences  cannot  be  correct 
or  proper,  or  the  subject  even  of  excuse.  The  accused  has  no 
protection  against  it ;  nor,  in  fact,  can  the  Court  effectually 
check  or  control  the  irregularities  arising  out  of  such  a  mode 
of  proceeding  ;  a  natural  jealousy  of  any  interposition  which 
might  bear  the  most  distant  appearance  of  shutting  out  any  in- 
vestigation, however  remote  its  application,  prevents  the  possi- 
bility of  his  interference.  I  hope  I  cannot  be  accused  or  liav« 
ing  interposed  captious  or  trifling  objections  :  I  have  studiously 
en<ieavourcd  to  avoid  doing  so.  The  Court,  in  elaborate  nar- 
latives  on-  such  extended  grounds,  comprising  every  act  and 
^vord,  can  hardly  interfere  with  the  course  of  proceedLuv^^  csl 
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mode  in  wliich  he  has  prepared  himself  (upon  mature  consider^ 
ation,  it  must  be  presumed)  to  bring  forward  the  evidence, 
more  particularly  as  he  is  the  person  to  whom  they  look  for 
advice.  The  witness,  unless  possessed  of  legal  as  well  as  mi- 
litary knowledge,  cannot  select  between  that  which  h<?  is  jus- 
tified in  sta^ng,  and  that  which  is  not  evidence  against  the 
person  charged.  It  must  be  supposed  that  he  has  adopted  this 
course  npon/idl  consideration,  I  could  not  hope,  by  an  objec- 
tion hastily  interposed  and  stated,  to  alter  an  opinion  formed 
upon  long  deliberation ;  and  I  therefore,  in  fact,  lose  the  be- 
nefit of  the  protection  to  which  I  should  have  been  entitled, 
and  which  I  should  have  had,  if  the  Judge  Advocate  had  not 
also  been  my  prosecutor ;  the  Court  lose  the  benefit  of  his  legal 
assistance  upon  the  subject  on  which  it  is  most  useful,  and  uie 
witnesses  his  direction  and  control. 

The  necessary  consequence  (and  against  which  I  hare  no 
protection)  is,  that  ever}^  occurrence,  every  irregularity,  every 
conversation  of  others,  is  brought  forward,  and  contribute  to 
make  an  aggregate  most  prejudicial  to  me;  not  merely  with 
reference  to  the  protraction  of  the  investigation  (in  itself  no 
h'i/ling  evil)j  but  also  in  the  impression  produced  even  on  those 
most  capable  of  discriminating  that  wnich  is  applicable  from 
that  which  is  not,  I  might  with  confidence  ask  every  Member 
of  the  Court,  whether  he  can  possibly  divest  himselfaltogether 
of  general  impressions  arising  out  of  such  a  course  of  uncon- 
trolled evidence  ;  and  whether  the  necessary  consequence  of 
such  a  mode  of  proceeding  is  not  to  give  a  colour  and  un£i« 
vourable  complexion  to  all  the  errors  I  may  have  myself  com* 
mitted  ;  whetner  it  has  not  an  inevitable  tendency,  even  with 
the  strongest  minds,  to  load  me  with  anv  errors  which  mav 
possibly  have  been  committed,  even  by  others,  from  the  first 
hour  of  my  landing  to  my  quitting  the  continent  of  South  Ame« 
rica.  I  am  well  aware  that  no  such  impression  will  operate 
Mpon  the  final  judgement  of  the  Court  It  can  only  produce, 
^n  high  and  honourable  minds,  a  jealous  watchfulness  to  pre* 
vent  any  such  feeling  from  influencing  their  consideration  of 
the  real  merits  of  my  case.  But  though  no  improper  effect 
will  be  produced  on  the  minds  of  the  Court,  such  a  course  of 
proceeding  must  produce  a  strong  impression  upon  the  public 
In  addition  to  this  consideration,  I  ask  tliose  Honourable  Mem-' 
hers  of  the  Court  who  have  either  commanded^  or  accanipanied 
in  hiirh  stations,  iviportant  c.rpeditions  and  military  operaiionSf 
whether  any  crpedition,  or  long  train  of  military  operations^ 
however  sticcessMly  terminated,  could  stand  the  test  of  suck  an 
inquiry^  so  conducted.  I  put  it  to  the  candour  and  liberality  of 
any  individual  Member  of  the  Court,  who  has  been  so  situated, 
anil  ask,  whether,  in  looking  back  with  the  benefit  mtsuise* 
qucnt  knowledge,  and  experience  of  localities  and  circamstaa- 
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CCS,  he  cannot  discover  a  variety  of  in.".tances,  in  which  he 
would  have  pursued  a  different  course  with  respect  to  many 
inferior  and  accessary  details  and  operations.  Let  it  not  for  a 
moment  be  supposed,  that  I  state  this  as  depreciating  the  ta- 
lent of  those  to  whom  I  am  making  this  appeal.  Their  high 
public  and  military  estimation,  derived  from  acknowledged 
merit  as  well  as  success,  must  immediately  repel  such  a  suspi- 
cion. I  ask  only  the  benefit  of  it  as  applicable  to  myself,  in 
showing  the  hardship  and  injustice,  in  every  point  of  view,  of 
such  a  course  of  proceeding  ;  and  am  satisnect  that,  when  the 
Court,  on  their  final  deliberation,  and  the  public  at  future  pe- 
riods, apply  these  remarks  to  the  conduct  of  the  prosecution, 
and  the  mode  in  which  the  evidence  has  been  brought  forward, 
and  to  the  nature  of  a  very  large  proportion  of  it,  it  will  be  seen 
and  felt,  that  I  do  not  complain  ot  this  without  abundant  cause. 
I  think  also,  that  when  the  Court  consider,  'that  from  the  hn^ 
portance  of  the  subject,  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  trial, 
and  still  more  from  the  professional  rank  and  experience  of  the 
Members,  this  case  will  be  referred  to  in  military  history  and 
jurisprudence  as  a  precedent,  they  will  join  with  me  in  la- 
menting that  the  course  of  proceeding  has  put  upon  their  mi- 
nutes so  much  evidence  of  the  description  to  which  I  have  al- 
luded. I  most  earnestly  entreat  the  attention  of  the  Court  to 
these  general  observations ;  and  that  they  will  bear  them  in 
mind  as  applicable  and  auxiliary  to  many  of  the  observations 
which  I  shall  have  to  make  upon  the  evidence  in  detail:  and  I 
am  confident  that,  when  the  peculiar  situation  in  which  I  stand 
here  is  considered,  the  Court  and  Judge  Advocate  will  believe, 
that  it  is  with  extreme  reluctance,  and  under  a  strong  sense  of 
the  importance  of  this  part  of  the  case  to  myself,  and  to  those 
who  may  come  after  me,  and  be  in  the  paintul  situation  of  par- 
ties accused,  that  I  have  allowed  myseli  to  make  a  single  com- 
aient  upon  this  subject. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  the  subject  of  your  inquiry. 

You  are  called  upon  to  investigate  the  causes  of  the  disap- 
pointment of  the  public  hopes  ;  to  ascertaiji  whether  they  are 
to  be  found  in  an  unskilful  and  improvident  use  of  the  means 

E laced  in  my  hands  for  obtaining  the  object  in  view,  or  in  the 
dse  expectations  which,  from  vttrious  causes,  had  been  raised 
upon  this  subject,  and  in  the  false  views  entertained  and  acted 
upon  in  relation  to  it.  That  false  expectations  have  been  raised, 
end  false  .views  entertained,  I  will  prove  to  tlie  Court,  from  the 
evidence  which  has  been  given,  and  from  wh^t  I  shall  produce, 
and  by  argruments  so  conclusive  as  to  force  conviction. 

That  false  information,  arising  from  various  interested  mo- 
tives, had  bc^en  given  to  the  government  of  this  country,  my 
situation  has  afforded  me  ample  means  of  knowing;  that  it  has 
been  acted  upon  will  appear  from  my  instructions.     To  a  full 
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explanation  upon  this  subject,  which  it  is  m)'  duty  to  gire  to 
the  Court,  I  must  request  your  patient  and  earnest  attention, 
whether  I  exercised  a  sound  discretion  in  the  measures  which 
I  adopted.  It  is,  in  the  hjc^hest  degree,  neceisarj*  for  my  de- 
fence; for,  unless  the  situation  in  which  I  was  actual  ft/  pVdced^ 
"ivith  reference  to  the  possibility  of  obtaining  any  commercial 
adrantage.s,  unless  the  political  situation  ot*  that  coiintrj-,  the 
dispositions  of  t!ie  inhabitants  towards  us,  their  views  hi  rela- 
tion to  us,  cirher  as  to  what  had  passed,  or  to  future  inter- 
course, are  fully  understood,  no  correct  judj^eaicnt  can  be 
formed  upon  the  propriety  of  my  conduct,  or  whbtlicr  I  exer- 
cised a  sound  discretion  m  the  measures  I  adopted  or  not.  I 
shall  enter  upon  this  explanation  befpro  I  procerd  to  consider 
either  the  charges  or  the  occurrences  which  ]neced:Hl  or  gave 
rise  to  them.  And  I  am  more  particularly  anxious  to  iniprcsa 
this  part  of  the  subject  upon  yonr  mill's,  because  the  fallacy 
and  consequent  disappointment  of  the  hopes  entertained,  in  re- 
lation to  our  intercourse  with  South  Anu'rica,  have  given  rise 
to  the  q^reater  part  of  the  exasperated  feeling,  which  has  been 
excited  by  tho^e  whose  hc;pes  have  been  thus  chenkcd, 

A  free  and  unrestraincMl  trade  with  South  America  had  long 
been  eagerly  sought  and  looki-d  to,  as  opening  one  of  the 
widest  fie*l(ls  for  mA'rcar.tile  speculaMon.  ?»Iany  circMimstanct-s 
combined  tu  produce  this  impri^sion,  not  merely  on  the  public 
mind,  but  up(Mi  the  minds  also  of  nianv  j::reat  and  eminent 
st;;trsnuMi,  vliosc  opinions  have  justly  been  entitled  to  the 
liiiiliest  Tk  spcct. 

it  was  kiH.'wn  that  our  commodities  were  soui^ht  with  avidity, 
and  procured  at  iiny  hazard;  though  necessarily,  from  t lie  re- 
strictions enforced  by  S|)ain,  to  a  limitcil  extent  only.  It  was 
known  that  those  restrictions  wore  the  siibirct  of  com]>la!nt 
throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  S|^anish  colonit^s.  It  '.\a5 
also  knoun  that  the  jjcople  wore  divided  intofacticns;  ;:nd  thai 
these  various  causes  had  rendered  a  large  proportion  of  the  irj- 
habitants  ripe  for  revolt ;  and  tliat  greai.  mimbers  were  anxiouj^ly 
looking  to  a  separation  from  their  mother  country,  as  the  only 
meani  of  avaiii!)"-  themselves  of  the  natural  advantajres  of  their 
local  situation.  It  was  therefore  naturally  concluded,  that 
people  who  considered  themselves  as  oppressed  rather  t!:an 
protected,  as  exchuled  by  restrictions,  founded  upon  a  i  arn»ir 
and  selfish  policy,  from  many  commercial  advantages,  wruld 
gladly  change  their  j^overnnu  iit. ;  and  that  if  wo  wi  re  once 
es-tab;ished  in  a  military  post  in  t!u'  eo«mtry,  the  aljove  cau.Mf 
would  make  it  ea>y  to  (5pcn  an  extensive  intercourse  with  the 
inhabitants",  and  nt-w  channels  for  trade  and  commerce.  It  was 
fcupposod  tliat  the  character  of  this  country  for  liberality  nnd 
good  conduct  to*vards  t!  o.>e  who  ca^.ne  under  our  donuni«'>:), 
€*ijsured  US  the  jj:>od  wishes  of  the  ^^realer  part,  and  the  to- 
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?)erationof  a  large  proportion,  at  least,  of  the  community, 
he  public  hopes  and  expectations  were  raised  to  the  highest 
pitch ;  and  no  suspicion  existed  tliat  it  was  possible  for  t^e 
greater  jjart  of  tlie  population  of  South  America  to  entertain 
any  other  than  a  just  feeling  of  attachment  to  our  government ; 
still  less,  that  it  was  possible  that  such  a  rooted  antipathy  could 
exist  against  us,  as  to  justify  tlie  assertion  {the  truth  of  u'hiih 
has  been  proved  to  dcmonstratum)  that  we  had  not,  when  I  ar* 
rived  in  South   America,  among  the  inhabitants,    one  single 
J'riend  in  the  ""hole  countnj,     Wiiether  the  opinion  of  the  il- 
lustrious statesman,  now  no  more,  who  had  so  frequently  turned 
his  thoughts  towards  South  America,  liad  led  him  to  contem- 
plate the  pmpriety  of  establishing  military  posts  there,  or  the 
co-operating  oidy  with  those  who  would  gladly  have  followed 
the  exam[)le  of  North  America,  and  availed  themselves  of  our 
assistance  in  establishing  their  inde|)endence,  I  have  no  means 
of  knowing ;  but  ex[)erience  has  shown,  that  any  other  course 
of  proceeding  than  that  last  mentioned,  even  if  most  successful, 
and  almost  in  proportion  to  success,  must  have  had  the  eH'ect 
of  placing  us  at  a  greater  distance  than  ever  from  our  ultimate 
objects — those  of  friendly  intercourse  and  trade  with  the  coun- 
try.    An  attack,  however,  attended  with  temporary  success  and 
Ultimate  misfortune,  had  taught  us  to  estimate,  rather  more 
highly,    the    difficulty  of  obtaining  an   establishment  in  the 
country ;  but  tlie  delusion  upon  the  subject  of  the  feelings  of 
the  people  towards  us  still  prevailed.     Various  motives  and 
circumstances  contributed  to  promote  and  keep  up  this  deln- 
sion.     The  mercjintile  interest  felt  unwilling  to  relincpiish  the 
hopes  and  expectations  so  long  entertained,  and  which  had 
been  raised  to  the  highest  pitch  by  the  attempts  which  had 
been  made  to  gain  a  tooting  in  South  America,  though  evidently 
proved^  by  the  recapture  of  Buenos  Ayrcs^  to  have  been  pre-i 
"^nature.     Those  who'had  directed  and  made  that  attempt  were 
unwilling  to  believe  or  admit  that  the  whole  population  of  the 
country  were  originally  iiostile  to  us  ;  still  less,  that  they  had 
become  hostile  from  any  thing  which  hail  occurred  in  the  cap- 
ture of  Buenos  Ayres,  or  during  the  period  of  our  retai-iing 
possession  of  it. 

The  first  admission  would  have  condemned  the  original  at- 
tack as  ill- judged  in  point  of  policy  ;  and  the  last  would  have 
implicated  the  conduct  of  those  who  took,  and  for  a  short  time 
kept,  possession  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

Monte  Viileo  had  been  represented  by  persons,  who  had 
been  in  the  Plata,  to  be  garrisoned  by  a  tew  hundred  men^ 
two  thirds  of  whom  were  stated  to  be  ready  to  join  us ;  ftnd 
persons  engaged  in  trade,  more  particularly  the  South  Sea 
\yhaler8,  who  were  anxious  to  establish  the  means  of  having  an 
outward  frei<r!it  of  the  articles  of  this  country,  wtre  daily  sue- 
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rnundinn'  ministers  with  representations  of  the  state  of  the 
conntrv,  which,  Ironi  the  apparent  accuracy,  and  the  supposed 
autlieniicitv  of  the  sources  from  which  they  were  derived,  it 
\v'4s  ahn<ist  impossible  to  dowbt.  The  very  able  officer  who 
acquired  so  much  distinciion  in  the  capture  of  Monte  Video, 
went  out  under  those  impressions.  I  sailed  under  the  same 
impressions — my  instructions*  to  which  I  must  call  the  attention 
of  the  Court,  were  founded  on  the  information  I  have  detailed. 

It  is  supposed  in  my  instnirtions  that,  after  effecting  my  first 
object,  I  might  safely  part  with  a  })roportion  of  the  force  under 


and  keep  possession  of  the  country ;  for  such  had  been  the  mis- 
representations  to  Government  u])on  this  subject,  that  it  ww 
supposed  that  a  considerable  iorre  of  this  description  might 
with  safety  be  established.  I  was  directed  (as  the  Court  will 
Jiave  oi)servcd)  to  use  precaution  as  to  the  raising  of  this  local 
force,  and  particularly  to  take  care  that  one  third  of  each  rank 
of  oiRcers  should  be  British,  and  lo  select  the  description  and 
classes  out  of  w  hich  it  was  to  be  formed  ;  but,  subject  to  these 
precautions,  it  was  concenedy  and  so  stated  in  mi/  insfruvfions^ 
that  much  aid  might  he  derived  from  this  source  towards  secur* 
ing  his  Majesfys  possessions  in  that  quarter^  and  avoiding^  at  tie 
savic  iime^  the  neccssiti/  of  too  large  a  demand  on  the  regular 
forces  (ft  his  count  ri/ — (I  use  the  very  wonis  of  the  in*«t  ructions) 
— such,  as  the  Court  will  have  seen,  was  the  impression  in  thii 
country,  on  my  appointment  to  tlie  connnand.  What  icas  the 
actual  situation  of  the  country  on  my  arrival? 

I  natur^ly  resorted  to  the  very  able  and  experienced  officer 
who  commanded  at  Munte  Video,  and  who  had  dihp^ently  em- 
ployed himself  in  acquiring  every  possible  information  upon  this 
Fubject.  I  found  that,  in  the  course  of  his  operations  against 
Wop.te  Video,  and  after  its  capture,  he  had  hadeverj-  reason  to 
believe  that  the  people  icere^  without  exception^  inipnical  to  us. 
That,  previous  to  the  surrender  of  Montevideo,  he  could  place 
no  cuntidenco  in  any  information  he  received ;  and  tliat,  after  ixs 
capture,  a  sullen  silence  pervaded  every  rank.  But  he  also 
found  reason  to  believe  that,  however  inimical  they  were  to 
us,  they  were  still  more  so  to  their  present  government ;  for, 
upon  reports  arrivinjrat  Monte  Video,  which  afterwards  proved 
false,  of  x\\i\  iiholition  of  the  Conrt  of  Audienza,  the  setting 
aside  of  the  king's  authority,  and  tiot  hoisting  the  Spanish  co- 
lours :  those  who  had  before  appeared  hostile  and  inveterate, 
ii(*w  pressed  him  to  advance  a  corps  to  Buenos  Ayres,  and  as- 
sured him,  that,  if  he  would  acknowledge  their  independence, 
and  proiuise  them  the  protection  of  the  English  Government, 
the  place  would  submit. 
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The  escape  of  General  Beresford  and  Colonel  Pack  proved 
these  reports  to  be  false ;  but,  that  the  Viceroy  had  been 
made  prisoner  by  his  own  people,  and  that  the  city  was  a  prey 
to  disorder  and  tumult, 

*A  hope  that  this  disorder  might  aid  our  views,  induced  Sir 
Samuel  Achmuty  to  write  to  those  who  possessed  the  supreme 
authority  in  Buenos  Ay  res. 

Hid  letters  were  answered  by  General  Liniers,  the  Audienza, 
and  the  Cabildo. 

General  Liniers  concludes  his  letter  with  these  words : — / 
hfive  only  further  to  obseixCy  that  the  detennhiation  of  the  people  j 
as  has  been  represented  by  their  magistrates y  is  irrevocable ;  they 
are  resolved  to  defend  themselves  to  the  last  extremity ^  and  'pre^ 
pared  to  make  their  defence  memorable. 

Your  Excellencies  willy  thcnforcy  avoid  making  any  further 
offers ;  for  be  assured y  that  no  answer  will  be  returned y  and  that 
nothing  but  force  can  decide  our  fate. 

The  Audienza  say,  '*  The  offer  your  Excellencies  now  make 
^is  of  our  lawsy  religion  y  and  property y  under  the  protection  of 
the  English  Government y  is  conformable  to  the  cmiduct  AfW  by 
Major-General  Beresford,  It  is  an  offence  against  the  high  ho^ 
nour  of  our  nation  y  and  we  vnderstaful  it  as  such.  Spaniards 
only  value  their  property  and  their  lives y  that  they,  may  employ 
them  in  the  service  of  their  King. 

The  people  of  Buenos  Ayrcs  are  the  most  faithful  to  their  &- 
vereign  of  any  who  achno-xtedge  his  dominion  y  and  feel  themselves 
happy  to  be  under  ity  and  are  dtixious  to  sacrifice  every  thing  in 
proof  of  their  loyalty. 

The  numerous  troops  which  we  have  here  are  prepared  and  dis^ 
posed  to  make  the  most  vigorous  defence ;  and  the  premature  pro- 
posals with  which  your  Excellencies  have  endeavoured  to  weaken 
their  love  for  their  King^  have  produced  no  other  effect  than  that 
of  indignatioUy  which  will  impress  every  one  with  energy  to  re- 
sist any  attempt  to  destroy  their  happiness^ 

The  Cabiklo  state,  "  We  are  prepared  to  spill  the  last  drop 
of  our  bloody  to  prove  to  the  worldy  that  we  are  good  subjects y  and 
true  Spaniards y  and  that  we  are  lovers  of  humanity/ y  even  to^ 
wards  those  who,  off  the  Cape  St,  Maryy  violated  it  %n  the  man^ 
ner  which  was  witnessed  by  the  whole  universe.^^ 

I  would  not  quote  the  answers  of  a  General,  or  of  public  bo- 
dies, to  such  a  fetter  in  proof  of  their  sentiments,  if  every  sub* 
sequent  intercourse  and  event  had  not  shown,  that  in  enmity 
towards  us  they  too  truly  expressed  the  real  feelings  o£  the 
writers,  and  disposition  of  the  country. 

They  are  unanimous  in  their  determinations,  and  so  they 
proved  to  be  in  their  conduct  towards  us. 

Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  found  that  there  were  two  parties  in  the 
city. 
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Thp  party  in  power  were  mostly  natives  of  Spain,  in  the  prin* 
oipal  oftices  of  church  and  state,  and  devoted  to  the  Spanish 
Govcniment ;  and  accordinprly  the  Court  will  obser^-e,  that  the 
p;r<Mind  of  rejc^nion  of  Sir  Samuel  Achmutj-'s  proposals  by  the 
Audieiiza,  v.  as  determined  loyalty  ;  a  sentmient  that  is  scarce* 
ly  alluded  to  in  the  litters  of  General  Liniers  or  the  Cabilda 

It  Iiiid  been  their  policy  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  lowrr 
order  aa:ain.st  the  Enjrlish^  by  every  species  of  exaggeration 
and  ial.stliiivKl,  aiul  to  lead  them  to  such  atts  of  atrocity,  as 
mij;ht  ]in»clude  the  possibility  of  an}-  communication  with  ns. 
Krorn  a  consciousness  that  similarly  situated  they  would 
breathe*  nothinp;  but  revenp;e,  they  expected  no  mercy,  asA 
Mcrc  become  desperate  and  detenninea. 

The  f^*."i!ond  j)arty  consisted  of  natives  of  the  country,  tilth 
soujc  S]):iniards  sf^ltlod  in  it.. 

Tho  oppression  of  the  mother-countr}*  had  made  them  most 
anxious  to  shake  olT  the  Spanisli  yoke;  and  though  from  their 
ignorance,  their  want  of  morals,  and  the  barbarity  of  their  dis- 
position, they  were  totally  nnlUted  to  govern  themselves,  ther 
aimed  atfollowing  the  steps  of  the  North  Americans,  and  erect- 
ing au  independent  state.  If  we  would  promise  them  inde- 
pendence, tiicy  w(j\dd  instantly  revolt  ap^ainst  their  government 
and  join  us  with  the  preiit  muss  of  the  inhabitants.  But,  though 
nothintr  less  than  independence  wouJ  perfectly  satisfy  them 
they  would  prc^fer  our  government  either  to  their  present  anar- 
chy, or  to  tlie  Spanish  yokir,  provided  we  would  promise  not 
to  «xi^'e  up  the  country  to  Spain  ai  a  peace;  but,  nntii  such  a 
])ruiiiis(;  was  niadt',  wo  niusL  expect  U)  liiul  ihcni  open  or  secret 
eiKMui'N. 

Suoii  was  the  infvjnn.'itinn  I  received  from  Sir  Siinniol  Ach- 
muty,  whic.li  I  have  detailed  in  t!ie  very  words  in  w  hich  he 
had,  sliortly  botore  my  arrival,  connnunicnted  it    to   the   "•(>- 
verrnnont  here  ;  and  whirh  1  use^  because  I  could  not  so  tdear- 
Iv,    so   loroihlv,   or   so  concisciv,  state  it  in  other  hwi.^.- -tp 
Kvery  day  })rodriced   orcnrroT.crs  which  went  to  contirm  liie 
tlie  truth  and  accin*acy  ot'  this  accoiuit.     W'e  coidd   not  oliiain 
intelligence  upon  which  we  coidd  place  the  least  dependence, 
we  could  neithvT  procure  p^nivles,  nor  accurate  accounts  of  the 
country  lor  our  fiitnr<!  operation.     Force  procured    us  all  we 
possessed;  |(ood-wid,  noihing;    anvl,  but  tor  some   aeeiclental 
circumstances  which  threw  in  our  way  two  or  three  persons, 
who  had  snnie  slight   knowledpro  of  the  countrv',   we  should 
liave  hct*n  wholly  destitutt^  of  any  information  whatever.     The 
fvideiice  whioh   h:is  bc.e!i  jjfiven  on   the  second  charfro,    has 
sl^nwn  h(*w  very  scanty  4)ur  Ntores  of  information  were. 

I  have  gone  at  con>iderable  leneth  into  these  preliiiiinarv 
pointH  ;  but,  as  wilhcnit  an  accurate  Knowledj^e  upon  this  suh'- 
j»  ct,  no  fair  Cbtiiniite  can  be  made,  either  of  the  difiicultict 
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wliicb  I  had  to  encounter,  or  of  the  circumstances  and  iiiotiyes 
which  ultimately  guided  my  decision,  I  feel  satisfied  tliat  the 
Court  will  forgive  my  thus  trespassing  upon  their  time  and  at-» 
tention.  Every  thing  valuable  to  me  in  life  is  at  stake  upon 
the  issue  of  this  investigation.  I  have  been  tlie  object  of 
the  most  virulent  attacks  and  intemperate  observations,  and  I 
am  too  well  aware  that  the  clamours  which  have  been  raised 
and  kept  alive  by  the  interested  and  disappouitedy  may  have 
produced  considerable  impressions  upon  the  minds  of  some 
whom  prejudices  and  popular  outcry  ought  not  to  affect.  If 
these  attacks  and  clamours  had  been  couiined  only  to  the  in- 
terested and  disa{)pointed,  I  should  have  disregarded  them  <is 
the  offspring  of  mean  and  selfish  passions ;  for  I  knew  the 
sources  from  which  many  of  them  sprung,  and  the  causef 
which  had  produced  them.  Needy  adventurers^  either  specu- 
lating on  their  own  account,  or  as  agents  for  others,  who  had 
looked  to  onr  intercourse  with  South  America  as  a  sourci"?  n£ 
unbounded  wealth,  found  their  sanguine  expectations  of  gain 
defeated.  Many  who  had  looked  to  situations  and  cmployaients 
in  the  newly.acquired  territories,  saw  the  termination  of  all  their 
hopes  and  prospects.  All  these  descriptions  (and  they  were 
numerous),  considered  the  person  who  had  given  up  Souili 
America,  as  a  personal  enemy ;  as  tln^  di^stroyer  of  all  their 
hopes  and  prospects ;  and  few  had  either  the  information  or 
means  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  ihc'w  disappointment 
arose  from  the  fallacy  of  their  own  hopes  and  spoculations, 
even  in  the  event  of  the  success  of  the  expvvlition,  or  from 
the  failure  itself;  still  less  were  tln^y  inclined  to  submit  to  any 
personal  sacrifices  for  any  object  of  public  interest,  i  wish  lo 
except  from  these  observations,  many  ri'si)c*ctal)lo  merchants 
and  individuals,  who  were  actuated  bv  very  dilFtn'cnt  feelings, 
and  towards  myself  have  pursued  a  dilVoront  line  of  conduct. 
I  cannot,  and  I  should  b(*  unworthy  of  the  situation  and  rank  I 
have  filled  in  life,  if  f  could  be  indilFerent  to  public  opinion  ;  I 
am  well  aware,  that  a  very  general  irritation  has  been  produced 
upon  this  subject ;  and  I  know  that  this  feeling  has  been  in- 
creased, if  it  has  not  in  a  great  measure  been  exerted,  by  a  false 
estimate  of  the  value  of  wliat  might  have  been  gained,  and  of 
what  has  been  lost.  I  have  hitherto,  from  motives  of  dutv,  re- 
frained  from  discussing  even  this  fi^eneral  part  of  the  subject, 
however  much  it  might  lia*  e  tended  to  allay  the  feeling  which 
had  been  excited ;  and  I  trust  the  Court  therefore  will  forgiva 
the  anxiety  I  have  felt,  to  enter  so  particularly  into  it  now. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  the  cliarges.  T\\e.  Court  will  see  the 
application  of  these  j)rclimi!iary  remarks  and  I  trust,  feel  their 
importance,  in  the  future  consideration  of  this  case. 

I  am  most  anxious  not  to  trouble  the  Co\irt  with  irrelevant  or 
unimportant  details,  more  particularly  as  the  len;;th  at  which  I 
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have  already  l^cen  obliged  to  comment  on  preliminary  points, 
and  at  which  I  must  observe  upon  the  really  importaut  parts  of 
the  case,  must  necessarily  induce  a  wish  not  to  occupy  the  time 
of  the  Court  on  inferior  consideration.  In  considering  these  de- 
tails, I  feel  under  a  difficulty  iniposed  upon  me  by  tSie  manner 
in  which  some  points  have  been  stated,  and  apparently  pressed 
with  eaijerne.ss,  when  I  objected,  and  afterwards  forgotten;  I 
will  endeavour,  however,  shortly  to  observe  upon  those  which 
do  not  seem  to  have  been  wholly  dropped,  in  the  order  ofdme 
jn  which  they  occur,  as  that  course  will  best  enable  the  Court 
to  pursue  the  subject  in  a  connected  detail ;  and,  in  this  riew,  I 
will  first  dispose  of  that  part  of  the  subject  which  relates  to  die 
time  of  3^ear  chosen,  and  the  preparations  made^  before  I  Idt 
Montevideo. 

If  in  advening  to  any  of  these  snl>iects,  I  occupy  the  time  of 
the  Court  upon  points  on  which  they  are  already  satisfied,  I 
trust  it  will  be  attributed  to  the  course  pursued  in  the  prosecu- 
tion, and  the  impossibility  of  my  ascertaining  whether  any  im- 
?ression  has  been  made  by  them  or  not.  I  will  candidly  tdl  the 
lourt  the  motives  which  led  to  each  determination ;  and  in 
many  cases,  to  a  choice  between  opposing  difficulties,  not  con- 
tendmg  that  in  every  instance  the  choice  I  made,  even  upon 
the  view  of  the  subject  presented  to  me  at  the  time,  was  the 
best,  for  it  would  be  the  height  of  presumption  in  me  to  do  so, 
still  less  that  subsequent  experience  and  consideration,  and 
events,  may  not  have  proved  that  J  might,  in  many  instances 
have  adopted  better  measures.  Rut  it  will,  I  trust,  appear  to 
the  Court,  from  the  details  which  I  am  about  to  give,  and  the 
evidence  to  which  I  shall  n»fer  in  support,  of  my  statement,  tbii 
I  have  been  actuated  by  a  zealous  wish  to  perform  mv  dutj, 
and,  so  far  from  obstinately  pursuinj;  hasfv  preconceived  opi- 
nions of  my  own,  have,  in  all  cases,  availed  myself  of  the  local 
knowledge  of  others,  and  determined,  unhappily  for  myself,  in 
some  instances,  as  I  thought  circumstances  compelled  me  to  do, 
even  against  my  own  jungcment. 

I  expected,  on  my  arrival,  to  find  a  large  proportion  of  the 
inhabitants  preparecf  to  aid  our  views,  accurate  information  for 
the  arrangement  of  future  operations  arising  from  friendly  in- 
tercourse with  them,  and  a  body  of  cavalr}-  lonnod,  or  at"U*a>i 
the  means  of  forming  it.  I  found  a  country  completely  ho>ti!c, 
in  which  we  could  not  by  conciliation  or  interest  procure  a 
friend  either  to  assist  or  advise  us,  or  ufl'ord  the  slightest  in- 
formation. Morses,  but  no  adequate  means  of  feeding  them, 
and  which,  therefore,  though  well  adapted  for  the  armed  inha- 
bitants, who  turn  them  out  when  tired  and  take  others,  couki 
not,  until  time  and  possession  of  the  country  had  matured  a  no*A' 
iivstem,  form  an  efiectiA  e  bodv  of  cavalrv. 

No  one  circumstance  accorded  with  the  iulorniation  I  hat^ 


525 

received,  or  by  which  I  was  directed  to  act  in  my  instructioni. 
The  same  causes  operated  both  to  lessen  the  resources  "which 
were  considered  available,  by  those  who  sent  me,  and  to  in- 
crease the  obstacles  which  were  to  be  overcome  by  the  means 
within  my  reach. 

I  immediately  began  to  make  the  most  active  exertions  to 
counteract  the  effect  of  these  disappointments,  directed  steps 
to  be  taken  by  General  Lumley  for  increasing  our  cavalry,  and 
jthe  most  unremitting  efforts  to  be  made  at  an  unusual  expense 
by  the  Deputy  Commissary,  who  had  been  some  time  resident 
in  the  country,  to  procure  grain,  particularly  for  fecdine  and 
improving  the  effective  condition  of  the  cavalry,  orderedpon- 
toons  to  be  constructed,  and  every  other  preparation  which  oc- 
curred to  myself,  or  was  suggested  by  the  experience  of  others; 
and  it  has  neither  been  stated,  nor  attempted  to  be  proved,  that 
I  either  neglected  any  suggestion  on  that  head,  or  failed  in 
giving  every  facility  and  encouragement  to  the  diff<grent  de« 
partments  connected  with  our  preparations.  The  direct  con- 
trarv  has  been  proved  by  the  officers  of  cavalry  and  artillery,  as 
to  their  departments,  and  I  can  hardly  think  that  the  evidence 
of  the  Commissary-General,  who  had  been  only  a  few  days  in 
the  country,  and  possessed  no  local  knowledge  to  make  up  for 
want  of  former  experience  in  active  service,  would  prove  anj 
failure  on  that  head,  to  which,  however,  I  will  more  particularly 
advert  hereafter. 

The  first  subject  of  consideration  was  the  season  of  the  year. 
On  full  consideration  I  finally  determined  upon  attacking  Bue- 
nos Ayres  before  the  winter  season  of  rains,  to  which  I  was  in- 
duced by  many  motives.  I  knew  that,  upon  the  arrival  of  Gre- 
neral  Craufurd,  I  should  have  collected  all  the  force  which  I 
could  expect,  and  all  the  transports  which  I  could  hope  to  pro- 
cure for  their  conveyance.  Tne  difficulties  to  which  I  have  al- 
luded were  not  such  as  could  be  either  obviated  or  in  any  way 
lessened.  Delay,  therefore,  would  not  add  to  our  means  of  at- 
tack, while  the  exertions  of  the  enemy  would  be  increased  from 
day  to  day,  and  more  particularly  when  they  heard  of  the  acces- 
sion of  our  force,  by  the  troops  under  General  Craufurd;  and 
troops,  or,  at  all  events,  officers  and  arms  might  have  arrived 
from  Europe.  The  frigates  taken  by  Sir  Samuel  Hood  were  at 
one  time  supposed  to  have  been  destined  to  South  America.  It 
appeared,  tnerefore,  to  me,  and  those  with  whom  I  consulted, 
that  it  was  most  advisable  to  make  every  necessary  preparation, 
before  the  arrival  of  General  Craufurd,  and  commence  our 
operations  as  soon  as  he  joined;  and,  in  order  that  I  might  lose 
no  time,  and  might  reach  Buenos  Ayres  before  the  rains  com- 
menced, horses,  stores,  and  troops  were,  as  has  appeared  in  evi- 
dence, embarked  the  moment  we  heard  of  his  arrival  in  the 
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river  Plata.  Uiifiu'tunately,  contrary  winds  detained  him  nntB 
tlu?  approach  of  the  rains ;  but  we  had  still  hopes  to  accoifiplish 
OUT  main  ohject,  anci,  at  tho  same  tunc,  put  the  tn>ops  under 
covrri  whidi  could  oiilv  be  done  at  Buenos  Avres;  for,  at 
Monte  Viileo,  we  must  either  have  turned  out  the  inhabitants^ 
or  erected  biirracks  for  that  purpose.  Before  I  quit  Monte 
Video,  I  must  advert  to  circumstances  which  have  been  proved, 
as  to  tlie  equipments  of  the  cavalry.  Upoii  this  subject  I  beg 
to  refer  the  Court  to  the  orders  given  for  the  reduction  of  hag- 
gage,  dated  the  3d  and  i  1th  June.  When  the  Court  consider 
our  limited  means  of  conveyance  for  horses  across  the  river,  and 
the  inefficiency  of  those  we  could  convey,  the  reduction  of  the 
ba<i:gap^e  cannot  be  thought  a  matter  of  trifling  importance.  I 
request  the  Court  to  compare  the  evidence  which  has  been 

ijiven  upon  the  subject  of  these  equipments  with  the  orders.  It 
uis  appeared  that  I  directed  different  officers,  and  General  Lum- 
ley  in  particular,  to  communicate  with  my  second  in  command 
upon  the  details  of  the  army,  particularly  relating  to  the  cavalry. 
A  difterence  arises,  at  a  period  when  unanimity  was  most  essential, 
between  my  second  in  command  and  General  Lumley.  I  had  no 
knowledge  of  what  had  previously  passed,  nor  can  the  language 
used, with  reference  to  the  king's  regulations,  affect  me;  this  dif- 
ference is  refcrt'ed  to  me.  I  directed  the  former  orders  to  be 
carried  into  execution,  but  am  I  criminally  answerable  for  the 
mode  of  carrying  them  into  execution  ?  I  was  wholly  ignorant 
^f  any  tliin<j  which  passed,  except  as  it  related  to  the  gene- 
ral orders  lor  lessening  bagi^age,  upon  which  I  certainly  fe'i 
some  anxiety  ;  and  lam  satisfied  that  the  Court  will  see  that 
the  ])re(;ipiration,  or  want  of  care,  if  there  was  any,  with  which 
the  order  was  executed,  or  any  harshness  in  the  manner  uf 
doing  it,  could  not  impeach  me,  even  if  it  had  alFected  our 
preparations  for  crossinix  the  river,  which  it  is  distinctlv  in 
proof  it  did  not,  for  wc 'carried  complete  equipments  for  all 
the  disniountcTl  cavalry  in  the  country.  In  fact,  I  do  not  even 
recollect  ever  to  have  heard  it,  before  the  detail  which  has  been 
jriven  in  Court  upon  ti)is  subject.  That  I  was  inattentive  tc* 
the  cavalry,  has  i)cen  completely  disy)roved  by  General  Lum- 
ley, who  expressly  stares,  that  I  atVorded  every  facility  and 
eiiconriu^ed  e\ery  exertion  upon  that  head;  andthat,  accord- 
in;^iy,  e\(ry  exertion  was  made  as  to  collecting  horses  ;  and  1 
shall  fun  her,  Jis  1  before  stated,  show  my  anxiety  to  render 
them  in  every  rcspe<t  ellective,  by  the  great  exertions  made 
t<>  procure  focxl  for  ihem.  I  will  next  advert  to  the  iranspons 
to  the  horM'.s  and  st  .res  landed,  and  the  place  selected  for  land- 
ing, u])i>n  \vhi<:h  I  sfioidd  not  even  make  an  observation,  if  the 
prosecutor  had  not  iippeared,  oji  various  occasions,  in  tJie  con- 
duct cW*  ti»i<  c;«se,  to  rest  much  upon  the  expediency  of  land- 
ing iiljovc  the  town,  and  using  liat-b-jtiomed  ooats  for  that  pir- 
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j[)ose.  Colonel  Bourke,  Quartcr-Mastcr-Gcncral,  was  sent  up) 
with  a  most  intelligent  and  active  naval  oflicer  and  four  pilots, 
to  reconnoitre  the  river.  I  think  I  shall  not  be  considered  a^ 
having  acted  wrong  in  submitting  to  the  opinion  of  that  naval 
olficer,  as  to  the  iniprdcticabihty  of  Cr\rr}ing  the  transports  so 
high  up.  The  distancTc,  at  which  the  vessels  carrying  thti 
troops  must  have 'remained,  would  have  made  any  attempt  to 
land  the  men  above  the  town,  even  if  we  had  pbssossed  the 
most  ample  means  of  conveyance,  highly  imprudent.     7^he  re- 

Fort  of  Colonel  Bourke,  upon  whose  intelligence  and  opinion 
could  not  but  place  the  strongest  reliance,  added  to  the  Know- 
ledge of  the  diiliculties  encountered  by  General  Beresford  in 
crossing  the  marsh  at  QuiimeJi,  after  a  continuance  of  some 
months  of  dry  weather,  and  the  prccautfon  Uiken  bv  the  enemy 
of  erecting  a  battery  on  the  high  ground  above  Quilmes,  in- 
duced me  to  discard  all  ideaof  altem]>ting  that  point.  I  trust 
that,  oil  a  review  of  all  tlie  evidence  upon  this  subject,  I  shall 
not  be  accused  of  usinjj  unm^cessary  caution,  in  stMecting  a 
place  of  landing  which  aHbrded  shelter,  instead  of  using  boats 
to  carry  the  troops  a  great  distance  in  an  open  sea,  after  the 
evidence  the  Court  have  heard  from  Atlmiral  Murray  upon  the 
subject  of  the  river  Plata,  and  the  sea  which  continually  runs 
there,  and  his  account,  that  even  the  gun-boats,  which  are,  as 
he  stated,  much  larger  than  the  men  of  war*s  boats,  would  have 
been  sunk,  if  tliey  had  been  otT  Buenos  Ayrcs,  instead  of  lying 
in  a  sheltered  situation,  on  the  2d  of  July.  The  impossiliility 
of  marching  to  Colonia,  and  crossing  there,  has  been  com- 
pletely shown ;  and  the  concurrence  of  opinions  of  Colonel 
Bourke  and  Captain  Thompson  as  to  Knsenada,  our  knowledge 
of  its  being  the  embarking  and  disembarking  ])lace  for  the 
merchandise  of  Buenos  Ayres  hi  all  large  vessels,  the  presump- 
.tion  arishig  from  the  alxive  circumstance,  conlirmcd  by.  our 
information,  that  the  road  was  good  to  Buenos  Ayros,  and  tliat 
tlie  swamp  was  sound  and  conlJ  be  crossed  by  a  coach  (the 
expression  used  bj  our  guides),  at  any  season  of  the  year,  all 
lea  me  to  fix  on  that  spot  as  a  proper  one  for  hfnding.  1  j)ro- 
cceded,  therefore,  to  Knsenada.  Upon  the  subject  of  trans- 
ports, Admiral  Murray  has  distinctly  proved,  that  every  trans. 
port,  capable  of  going  up  tho  river,  wiis  nsc(i,  and  the  troops 
irom  those  whose  dratt  of  water  would  not  adiuit  of  going  up 
were  doubled  up  in  the  vesccls  of  smaller  draft,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  carrj'iug  as  many  horses,  and  as  large  a  supply  of 
stores  as  possible  ;  and  unless,  tlierefore,  we  had  left  infantry 
t}ehind,  and  that  in  the  proportion  possibly  of  about  six  or  eight 
nien  for  one  horse,  we  could  not  have  carried  another  horse  with 
TLB  for  any  purpose.  That  no  supernumerary  horses  were  al- 
lowed for  the  staft' Will  appear,  from  the  ordcrA  ui)on  that  sub- 
jtcty  which  were  strictly  carried  into  execuiiozi.    h  xnav  be 
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proper  here,  also,  to  mention,  and  I  request  the  faTottr  of  the 
Court's  recollecting  it  hereafter,  that  cavalry,  comparatively 
apeaking,  could  be  of  little  use  in  our  first  operations,  particu- 
Jarly  for  the  attack  ;  without  infantry  they  could  not  act  even 
as  escorts,  as  has  been  pmvcd  by  Captain  Whittingham  and 
others ;  and,  until  wc  had  taken  Buenos  Ayres,  and  been  some- 
time in  the  countf}',  various  Uical  circumstances  would  have 
prevented  our  forming  any  effective  body  of  horse.  It  has 
neen  stated,  by  Colonel  ^lahon,  that  the  casualties  in  the 
horse  were  unusually  great,  and,  in  fact,  the  cavalry  daily  de- 
creased, and  became  less  capable  of  service. 

The  next,  and,  indeed,  the  most  important  part  of  the  sub« 
Ject,  as  connected  Kith  preparatory  details,  is  that  relating  to 
the  arrangements  for  a  supply  of  provisions,  upon  ^hich  the 
Commissary-Geuend  seems  to  have  considered  himself  not  suf- 
ficiently consulted  by  me,  and,  in  some  instances,  misled  by 
tlie  Quarter-Masler-General.  From  his  late  arrival  with  Ge- 
neral Craufurd,  he  could  have  no  local  knowledge  ;  and  the 
preparations,  with  respect  to  the  quantity  of  provisions  to  be 
carried  by  the  victuallers,  and  transports,  and  the  Lassomen, 
had  been  made  by  the  Deputy. Commissary,  who  had  beeu 
long  resident  in  the  country.  I'he  Commissary- General  has 
stated,  that  he  provided  and  took  with  him  six  light  carts  and 
mules,  which,  it  has  been  proved,  are  more  used  for  draft, 
in  that  country,  than  horses :  this  was,  as  I  think  I  shall  shoir 
to  the  Couit,  the  only  preparation  which,  witli  reference  to 
our  means  of  conveyance  and  the  objects  in  view,  could  be 
necessary,  in  addition  to  those  made  before  Mr.  Bullock's  ar- 
rival. 1  shall  have  occasion  to  call  Licnic^iant-Colonel  Bourke 
on  my  dc'fence,  and  nuist  certainlv,  in  justice  to  him,  a^k  some 
questions  upon  part  of  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Bullock,  which 
has  much  excited  my  astonishment,  n<  it  must  have  done  that 
of  the  Court,  namely,  what  relates  to  the  distance  of  the  place 
of  our  landing  from  Buenos  Ayres,  and  the  supposition  of  the 
army  re-embarking. 

In  order  to  apply  the  facts  proved  to  our  situation  and  to  my 
conduct,  I  will  shortly  state  to  tiie  Court  the  impression  under 
which  1  acted,  and  the  reason  for  no  more  preparatory  arrange- 
ments being  made ;  and  will  shortly  advert  to  wluit  has  been 
proved  to  have  actually  taken  ],)laci»  upon  this  part  of  the 
case.  It  has  been  proved,  that  my  original  intention  was  to 
take  a  ])ositi(jn  to  the  westward  of  tlie  town,  that  is,  on  the 
heights  of  the  Recollata  and  Tauros,  wiih  my  left  to  the  Plata, 
and  then  communicate  with  tlie  fleet,  and  land  provisions  and 
stores.  I  was  certain  of  a  point  of  communication  with  the 
fleet  on  the  march  at  Quihnes  and  Reduction  ;  for  tliough 
Quilmes  might  not  be  an  eligible  place  to  land  at,  with  the  ene- 
my in  possession  of  the  heignt  aboyc  ivith  artillery,  still  it  n«ts 
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obvious  tlrat,  as  soon  as  vre  were  in  the  possessiea  oF  Redactioi^ 
we  could  communioate  with  the  fleet,  and  get  provisions  in  v^ 
rious  wa}'s  through  tlie  marsh,  even  if  it  should  oe  impracticable 
for  horses  and  artillery,  which,  on  examination  by  one  of  the 
officers  of  the  staff,  it  in  fact  proved  to  be.  I  had.  accordingly  made 
no  particular  ^arrangements  as  to  the  march,  hot  procuring  all 
the  Lassomen  we  could  ^t,  and  taking  the  li^t  carts  provided 
by  the  Commissary,  anifdirecting,  as  an  additional  precaution, 
that  pack-saddles  should  be  carried  for  the  horses,  in  order  that^ 
as  our  means  of  transport  for  hoi^ses  did  not  allow  of  our  giving 
a  separate  establishment  of  horses  for  the  Commissaiy,  I  might 
transfer  a  portion  of  the  moufi ted  dragoons  to  the  commissariate^ 
in  case  it  became  necessary  for  the  march. 

No  doubt  was  entertained  of  three  days'  ready  cooked  provi- 
sions being  sufficient  to  sjibsist  the  troops  to  Reduction  ;  at 
which  place  another  supply  of  three  days  would  have  carried  them 
to  the  north-westward  of  Buenos  Ayres.  LooKing  to  the  possi- 
bility of  a  necessity  for  falling  back,  from  some  unforeseen 
causes,  before  arriving  at  eitlier  of  those  points,  a  victualler  bad 
been  left  at  the  Ensenada,  and  another  at  Reduction.  Such  was 
tbc  idea  upon  which  I  set  out ;  and  that  plan,  it  will  readily  be 
admitted,  was  simple  and  easy  to  be  executed,  and  required  no 
fxirthcr  arrangement  than  what  had  been  made.  On  hearing  the 
reports  of  the  natur6>of  the  swamp,  after  landing,  and  having 
further  intelligence  of  the  many  rivulets  between  Reduction  and 
the  Ensenada,  it  appeared  an  object  to  carry  on  some  supplies 
contrary  to  my  original  intention  ;  for  this  purpose  I  ordered  two 
troops  of  the  dragoons  to  be  turned  over  to  the  service  of  the 
Commissary ;"  and,  by  Hiis  means  (though  much  was  lost)  yet 
some  bread  was  carried  on  even  to  the  last  day's  march. 

The  Court  have  heard  the  swamp  described  by  officers  who 
have  Ser\-cd  in  other  countries. 

It  has  been  proved,  that  five  of  the  guns  were  left  in  it ;  that 
the  light  carts  belonging  to  the  Commissary,  with  the  spirits, 
could  not  be  brougiit  through  it,  and.  that,-  in  the  attempt,  all 
the  casks,  except  one,  were  staved.  When  the  Court  advert 
to  the  intelligence  which  I  h^d  received,  as  to  the  landinjr- 
place  and  swamp,  and  road  to  Buenos  Ayres ;  the  i^easons  I  had, 
from  the  use  made  of  the  Ensenada  de  Barragon  as  a  port  of 
embarkation  for  merchandise,  to  suppose  that  information  to  be 
correct;  and  the  evidence  which,  after  a  long  investigation, 
bas,'in  detached  parts,  been  given  upon  the  subject  ot  these 
-preparations ;  I  cannot  but  flatter  myself  that  no  blame  can  be 
imputed  to  mc  on  thti^  points,  as  far  as  tliey  apply  to  prcparar 
torvarrangeme^^;^ii4 1!  should  not  do  justice  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Bourke,  or  tb6se.^[4oyed  in  surmounting  the  obsta- 
cl^itj^posed  to  our  progress  liy  the  swamp,  if  I  aid  not  say, 
'^Vfl^™^^-*^^     in  reaching  the  heights  cSinnot*  be  imjputed  to 


530 

them  ;  ibr,.I  can  with  trutli  say,  that  more  zeal  or  resource  was 
never  showiiy  nor  more  indefatigsiblc  exertion  used,  on  -any  si- 
milar occasion. 

It  18.  with  some  ri'luctance  that  I  enter  so  much  •at  length 
into  this  subject,  or  acU'crt  to*  this  obstacle  o(  the  swamp,  or 
those  which  occurred  arterwanis  upon  the  maroti  of  a  similar 
description,  lest  it  should  he  supposed  that  I  cither  then  or  now 
considered  thcnn  as  obstacles  of  any  /eal  importance  on  the 
great  scale  of  ouropenitions.     T  wjsh  to  he  understood  as  not 
having  viewed  theui.in  that  light  at  vhc  time,  and  as  not  using 
them  m  that  way  now.     I  am  uiiavoidahlv  compelled  to  enter 
into  these  details,  and  to  appear  to  attach  importance  to  matters 
of  very  tritlinjr  comparative  moment  to  tliose  which  voo  are 
called  upon  to  consider  hy  the  conduct  of  tlie  prosecution,  and 
the  consequence  given  to  those  inferior  arrangements,  by  the 
mode  in  which  they  have  been  scrutinized,  and  the  time  thej 
have  occupied.  .  I  use  them  merely  for  the  purpose  of  nrovin* 
t^jat  the  countrv,  with  reference  to  some  of  those  localities,  n 
different  from  all  others  in  which  our  armies  have  before  served; 
and  that,  therefore,  with  respect  to  various  circumstances  con- 
nected with  our  movements  and  inferior  details,  rules  appliu- 
ble  to  other  countries  do  not  apply.     How  far  it  was  either  ne- 
cessary, proper,  or  called  for,  in  a  case  of  this  description,  to 
enter  into  a  nislory  of  all  those  details,  is  not  for  nio  to  judgb 
1  am  boimd  to  meet  every  accusation,  and  repel  every  inipnt*- 
tion  which  is  attempted  to  be  cast  upon  me ;  and  in  that  viewl 
rely  upon  the  candour  of  the  Court  for  excusing  my  occupyirf 
their  time  so  long  on  these  parts  of  the  case. 

Notwitlistanding  all  the  exertions  which  could  be  made,  thf 
artillery  wliich  proceeded  from  the  main  body  did  not  reach  the 
height  until  the  29th  of  June ;  and  the  whole  of  the  anny,  ani 
remaining  artillery,  did  not  arrive  on  the  heights  until  the  even- 
ing of  the  :>Oth. 

I  was  aware  that  the  men  would  have  to  suffer  some  pri^'ations, 
from  want  of  spirits,  and  loss  of  pjirt  of  theh"  bread  ;  and  I  we! 
know  that,  in  all  such  cases,  those  who  suffer  are  apt  to  coosidef 
every  difficulty  they  are  called  uj)on  to  encounter,  and  evfij^ 
hardship  they  endure,  as  proofs  of  neglect  in  those  above  thciij 
and  that  the  inevitable  consequence  is  a  want  of  confidence  a 
the  General,  to^whose  failure  in  arran«rements  all  those  pri\-atioD» 
and  difficulties  arc  imputed,  as  every  bodv,  after  such  occur- 
irences,  is  fertile  in  expedients  which  would  have  obviated  them  ■ 
in  this  point  of  view  only  could  they  be  of  any  importance  intbs 
ease. 

Sir  S.  Achjnuty ,  who  mentioned  the  want  of  confidence  inthe 
soldiers  in  his  evidence  on  the  fourth  charge,  expressly  suti^ 
that  the  men  complained  on  the  2nd  of  July.  Otlicr  offccrs, 
who  were  examined  x>n  that  point,  heard  of  no  discontentamooj 
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iSie  men ;  and  it  seems  to  have  made  an  impre!»ion  upon  the 
|nind  of  Sir  S.  Achmuty  alone. 

As  far,  therefore,  as  they  are  explanatory  upon  that  point, 
I  have  to  thank  the  prosecutor  for  having  introduced  the  subject : ' 
for,  I  trust,  the  Court  will  be  satisfied,  that  no  blame,  or  neglect, 
is  imputable  to  me  on  this  {around. 

I  gave  the  orders,  with  respect  to  the  Commissary *s  depart* 
ment,  which  will  be  read  ;  and,  in  fact,  founds  before  I  lert  the 
heights,  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  procuring  a  plenti- 
ful supply  of  cattle  and  sheep. 

Before  I  quit  this  subject,  I  must  advert  to  the  complaitit,  I 
may  almost  call  it,  of  one  of  the  General  Officers,  upon  tbe^ub* 
ject  of  the  camp-kettles,  I^ssomen,  and  want  of  spirits.     Upon 
the  first,  I  have  only  to  remind  the  Court,  that  the  observation 
of  Brigadier-General  Craufurd  would  have  been  applicable  to 
the  old  camp-kettles,  but  was  quite  inapplicable  to  those  now  in 
Use,  which  cannot  be  carried  by  the  men.  We  had  only  one  very 
small  light  cart  with  the  army  ;  for  those  brought  by  the  Com- 
missary could  not  be  got  throug;h  the  swamp.     Considering^ 
therefore,  that  the  men  carried  three  days'  provision  ready 
oooked,  and  that  we  were  to  communicate  with  the  fleet,  camp- 
kettles  were  not  necessary,  and  would,  with  our  limited  means 
of  conveyance,  have  been  an  improper  encumbrance.     In  fact, 
thoueh  the  men  certainly  sfifFercd  privations*  and  particularly 
fclt  the  want  of  spitits,  of  which  they  most  complained ;  yet  there 
was  no  actual  scarcity ,  during  the  whole  marcn,  felt  by  the  body 
rnider  my  immediate  command,  nor  by  that  under  Colonel  Ma- 
hon,  nor  reported  to  be  felt  by  that  under  General  Gower.  But, 
on  the  contrary,  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  in  repiy  to  an  observa- 
tion of  Colonel  Bourke's,  who  recommended  the  halt  of  one  day, 
to  receive  another  supply  from  the  navy,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, tliis  officer  said,  that  his  people  made  no  complaints  on 
this  head ;  that  they  had  supplied  themselves  ;  and  that,  in  his 
opinion,  no  delay  was  necessary  on  this  account.     Brigadier- 
General  Craufurd's  brigade  must  have  been  particularly  un- 
fortunate, not  to  have  &red  as  well  as  their  companions,  espe-* 
cially  when  it  is  made  known,  that  there  were  Lassomen,   and 
a  Deputy  Commissary,  with  General  Gower's  corps ;  and  that, 
on  my  joining  it  on  the.  1st,  I  actually  found  a  crawl  full  of 
bullocks  on  the  ground  it  had  occupied.     Upon  the  subject  of 
spirits,  I  had  issued  orders  that  small  kegs  should  be  provided, 
and  some  officers  had  procured  them ;  others  either  had  ne- 
glected to  do  it,  or  had  been  unable  to  get  them.    The  Com- 
missary has  shown   the  impracticability  of  bringing  oji  the 
spirits  in  carts.     When  all  these  circumstances  are  fully  con- 
sidered, I  cannot  accuse  myself,  and  I  hope  and  think  tnat  the 
Court  will  acquit  me,  of  having  been  Wanting  in   attention, 
rither  to  preparatory  arrangements  on  these  subjecti^  or  of 
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any  fiiilure  of  exertion  in  endeavouring  to  remedy  the  incoiH 
Yenicnces  which  occurred  frt»m  the  causes  I  have  stated.  ^ 

Tltat  I  may  not  be  obliged  again  to  recur  to  the  subject  of 
piDvisions,  1  will  now  notice  a  question  put  to  the  Commusarv, 

Whether  any  arrangements  had  been  made  to  supply  the 


Court  will  find  hereafter,  to  take  up  a  position  to  communicate 
with  the  fleet ;  and,  when  1  altered  that  determination,  I  (onad 
an  ample  supply,  which,  in  the  situation  the  army  then  wts^ 
made  any  further  arrangement  unnecessary ,  as  the  attack,  if 
successful,  ensured  us  ample  supplies,  the  tbwna  bein^  ai 
Colonel  Bourke  has  stated,  full  of  corn  at  that  time  of  the  yev; 
and,  if  we  failed,  the  supply  in  our  possession  was  much  matt 
than  sufficient  until  we  could  communicate  with  the  fleet. 

I  have  been  compelled  to  enter  into  many  minute  detaib, 
and  am  sorry  to  have  detained  the  Court  so  long  upon  thea^ 
and  will  now  proceed  to  the  march  from  the  heights  ot  Banagoe 
to  Buenos  Ay  res. 

I  will  now  advert  to  the  march ;  for  explaining  which,  1 
must  again  avail  myself  of  the  recollection  of  the  Court,  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  countr}-,  and  the  obstacles  which  presented 
themselves ;  what  facilities  it  afforded  of  accommodation  to  the 
troops,  in  the  articles  of  pnn'ision  and  fuel;  Ae  first  rendered 
necessary  by  the  losses  of  provisions,  the  latter  not  only  for 
cooking  the  victuals,  but  also  for  dn'iiig  the  men,  who  hadoa 
each  day's  march  to  wade  through  deep  water,  an  object  of  sl- 
tention  to  troops  just  landed  alter  nine  months  voyage ;  and 
what  was  the  nature  of  resistance  wliich  could  be  opposed  to  u 
by  the  enemy.  These,  combined  with  other  considerations, 
which  1  shall  state,  induced  nie  to  adopt  the  arrangement  of  di- 
viding the  army  in  ti)e  manner  which  has  been  detailed.  Whe* 
ther  I  adopted  the  best  nunle  of  proceeding,  or  if  1  did  noL 
whether  any  such  degree  of  culpability  can  attach  to  mc  on  thJ 
head,  as  to  have  justified  the  making  it  a  subject  of  such  elabo- 
rate investigation,  will  be  for  the  Court  to  judge. — Kstancias  w 
farms,  occur  at  short  intervals  from  Barragon  to  Buenos  Avres 
along  the  edge  of  the  heights  above  the  swamp ;  but  these  lanrj 
do  not  extend  into  the  country  to  tlie  south-west,  so  as  to  hare 
enabled  us  to  move  in  more  than  one  column,  without  losing  the 
advantages  I  liave  before  detailed,  of  provisions  and  fuel:  ai 
diesc  houses,  in  general,  sheep  were  to  be  found  ;  but  always 
fuel  tor  drying  the  men  and  cooking  the  victuals.  The  countn" 
was  open,  and  no  enemy  appeared  to  interrupt  our  profirres&; 
for  the  scattered  horsemen  which  followed  and  surrounded  us. 
were  not  an  object  of' attention.  Mo  danger,  therefore,  could 
arise  from  the  di\  isioii  of  tlie  army  into  tlureq  corps ;  aud  by 
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moving  in  suocessioni  and  regulating  our  inarches  and  halts,  as*  • 
it  Iiiis  been  proved  was  the  case,  liy  the  situations  of  these' 
farms,  I  ensured  to  the  men  the  accommodation  afforded  by 
these  farm-houses,  without  in  the  least  impeding  our  march,  or 
rather  arrival  and  junction  at  Reduction ;  at  which  place,  it  has 
been  proved,  I  meant  to  unite  the  army,  renew  our  provisions 
from  the  fleet,  and  land  our  pontoons,  if  necessary,  with  such 
other  stores  as  we  might  want.  It  aiforded,  also,  the  advantage 
of  using  the  advanced  di\ision,  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitring 
the  country,  while  the  rear  division  wtis  coming  up,  without 
losing  time  :  for  which  purpose,  great  part  of  the  fight  battalion 
and  rifle  corps  were  sent  forward  with  the  advance.  That  this 
was  one  of  the  main  objects  of  sending  forward  the  advance, 
tlill  appear  most  distinctly,  from  the  reports  of  General  Qpwcr 
to  me,  on  each  day's  march,  which  I  will  hereafter  read  :  from 
one  of  the  hustof  which  it  will  be  seen,  that  if  the  distance  and 
circumstance  would  have  pormitted,  he  would  have  j)ushcd  on 
and  reconnoitred  the  bridge",  and  occupied  it,  orpassea  tlie  rivor, 
accordnis:  to  circumstance,  on  the  eveninix  of  the  1st  of  Jnlv. 
That  no  difliculty  could  arise  in  reaching  Reduction  from  Har- 
Agon  in  two  days,  one  of  the  points  inquired  into,  is  obvious; 
tnv  both  the  mam  body  under  myself,  and  the  division  under 
Colonel  Mahon,  did  march  from  Barragon  to  Reduction  in  two 
days:  my  division  on  the  30th  and  1st,  Colonel  Mahon's  on  the 
1st  and  2d.  Had  it  been  possible,  therefore,  to  have  assembled 
the  army  on  the  heights,  in  the  course  of  the  28th,  we  should 
faave  arrived  at  Reduction  on  the  30th.  Much  evidence  has 
been  gone  into,  as  to  the  march,  the  length  of  time  occupied 
by  it  on  each  day,  the  exhausted  state  of  the  troops,  and  fre- 
quent halts ;  and  as  a  very  able  and  experienced  officer,  high 
in  commanJ,  Sir  S.  Achmuty,  mentioned  the  latter  circiun- 
i»tance,  in  answer  to  some  questions  from  the  Court,  as  one  of 
the  causes  of  delay,  and  ot  the  fatigue  of  the  men,  1  should,  if 
it  had  not  been  explained  by  other  evidence,  have  felt  it  incuni 
bent  upon  me  to  have  called  witnesses  upon  these  points.  Bur, 
after  the  evidence  of  Colonel  Mahon,  to  which  I  particularly  re- 
quest the  attention  of  the  Court,  I  cannot  feel  it  necessary  Ho 
had  four  G-pounders  and  a  howitzer ;  but,  in  some  measure',  to 
counterbalance  the  effect  of  the  proportion  of  artillery  with 
his  division,  he  had  200  seamen  to  assist  them ;  and  the  artille- 
ly  officer  was  so  satisfied  with  the  assistance  given  to  the  guns,  as 
to  make  a  report  to  Captain  Fraser,  which  hardly  accords  with 
the  detail  given  by  Colonel  Mahon,  that  they  occasioned  no  im- 
pediment to  tlie  march ;  but  in  this  Colonel  Mahon  cannot  be 
mistaken.  His  evidence  is  tiot  that  of  opinion ;  for,  in  answer 
to  the  prosccutor^s  questions,  he  details  the  number  of  hours 
±t\d  miles  on  each  day.  On  the  1st  he  marched  eight  miles, 
in  nine  hours  and  a  half,  including  a  halt  to  rest  the  men,  in 
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,the  middle  of  the  day.  The  2d,  be  inarched  before  day-ll^t, 
•and  did  not  rcacli  Reduction  until  after  five  o^clock,  from  nine 
to  eleven  miles ;  and  on  the  day  he  left  Reduction,  the  5th  of 
July,  he  marched  about  halt  past  ten  or  eleven  oVIock,  and  did 
not  cross  the  bridge  until  dark,  near  five  oYlock,  the  distance 
about  seven  miles ;  and  stating  that  he  speaks  from  experience, 
and  he  was  the  only  person  who  marched  that  route^  says,  that 
he  could  not  have  marciicd  from  Reduction  to  the  Coral,  nith 
the  artillery,  in  one  day ;  he  particularly  states  the  unavoidable 
necessity  of  continued  halts,  from  die  rivulets  and  the  marshy 
banks,  and  the  consequent  delay  of  the  artillery  ;  he  proves 
that  every  exertion  was  made  by  the  seamen  ;  ancl  afterwards, 
in  answer  to  some  questions  put  by  myself,  he  proves,  what 
after  the  above  details  was  almost  unnecessary,  that  these  de- 
lays were  ocf:asioned  by  the  Tuiture  of  the  country,  and  that  he 
conceived  few  countries  xvould  have  prtsenfcd  so  many  obstacles. 
It  will  be  recollected,  that  Sir  S.  Acjnnuty  was  in  the  i-car  of  my 
column,  and  that  I  was  in  front  with  the  guns;  and  therefore, 
like  Colonel  Mahon,  continually  obliged  to  halt  while  tlie  guns 
were  crossing  these  obstacles.  After  so  minute  and  particolar 
a  detail,  given  by  an  officer  commanding  a  division,  and  there- 
fore not  a  casual  observer,  but  paying  attention  to  these  point% 
I  should  deem  it  a  waste  of  time  if  1  made  any  further  obsem- 
tion,  or  called  any  further  evidence  upon  that  subject. 

The  Court  will  recollect,  that  it  has  been  proved  (as  I  hare 
before  stated),  that  1  had  intended  to  have  halted  at  Reduction, 
in  order  to  bring  up  Colonel  Mahon's  brigade,  and  concentrate 
the  army.  The  acfvanced  corps,  as  will  appear  from  one  of  Ge- 
neral Gowcr's  reports,  was  to  have  pushed  on,  to  reconnoitre 
the  river  on  the  1st,  and  if  it  had  proved  practicable,  to  hare 
occupied  the  bridge,  or  as  far  towards  it  as  possible ;  but  it  wiD 
appear  from  General  Gower's  reports,  that,  on  his  arrival  be- 
yond Reduction,  which  village  he  left  to  be  occupied  by  the 
main  body,  he  found  the  river  and  bridge  at  a  greater  distance 
than  hadliecn  reported  to  us ;  and  accordingly  he  halted  there 

In  consequence  of  this,  I  determined,  as  has  appeared  in  evi- 
dence, to  ffo  forward  on  tlie  morning  of  the  2d,  and  with  part 
of  General  Craiifurd'sbrip:ade,  to  reconnoitre  the  river  and  the 
bridt>e  (which  was  reported  to  be  burnt),  while  the  navy  landed 
provisions  for  the  troops,  and  also  the  pontoons,  if  our  recon- 
noisance  should  prove  tliat  they  were  necessary.  It  has  beea 
proved,  that  orders  were  given  on  the  evening  of  the  Ist  for 
this  reconnoitring  on  the  2d,  and,  I  trust,  the  Court  will  feel  I 
could  adduce  no  stronger  proof  of  my  not  disregarding  the  neces- 
sary precaution  of  reconnoitring;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  the 
arrangement  in  respect  to  that  part  of  the  conduct  of  theariny» 
was  adapted  to  our  situation  and  circumstances.  It^  would  not 
t^ave  been  prudent  to  have  trusted  small  parties  at  aav  distance 
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from  the  principal  cHvisioiw  of  the  army  ;  and  the  advanced  di- 
vision of  the  army,  therefcn-e,  agtcd  tliroiighoiu  as  a  rcconnoi'- 
tri:i^  ho(iy  to  the  other  divisions,  and,  hy  pusiiing  on  tliat  corps, 
instead  of  waiting  on  the  heights  of  .Uarragon  uutil  the  whole 
of  the  army  was  assembled,  the  object  of  reconnoitring  the 
country,  considerably  in  front,  was  attained  without  delaying 
the  advance  of  the  whole.     The  halt  of  General  Gower's  di- 
vision, just  i)eyond  deduction,  brought  the  main  body  up,  and 
that  circumstance  aftbrdinij  a  xiay  at  lied  action,  for  other  ob- 
jects, I  of  course  prepared  to  make  the  most  important  use  of 
the  time,  and  reconnoitre'  in  p^rsoiion  tliQ  2d. ,  I'his  short  and 
plain  accoMDt,  the  particulars  of  which  have  been  proved  to  tJie 
Court,  will,  1  trust,  l)e  sufticicnt  to  prove,  that  I  neither  disre^ 
•garded  nor  ncjjiocied  this  essential  point.  I  will  now  state  the 
U]otivi;s  which  led  to  my  altering  this  determination.     It  has 
been  proved,  tliat  the  rainy  perio<l  of  the  year  was  approaching, 
or  ratlier  amved ;  I  will  not  call  it  the  rah^j  season^  as-  the  rain^, 
tiiough  frequent  and  heavy,  are  not  so  incessant^  as  in  the  coun- 
tries •  where  Uiey  are   so  called.     I  was  apprehensive  for  the 
health  of  the  troops,  if  too  long  exposed,  and  most  anxious  to 
arrive  in  die  vicinity  of  Buenos  Ayres,  where  only  I  could  put 
them  under  cover.     An  old  and  experienced  inbauitant,  one  of 
the  only  three-  prisoners  we  took  on  our  march,  had,  as  the 
Court  have  heard,  stated  his  opinion  on  the    )st,  before  we 
reached  Reduction,    that  the  rains  were  coming  on,  which 
would  have  s\v<:lled  the  riv^r,  and.  possibly  left  us  no  choice,  but 
that  of  a  direct  attack  at,  of  in  the  vicinity  of  the  bridge,  where 
tlie  enemy  would  have  had  a  most  decided  advantage,  from  tlie 
nature  ot  the  ground,  and  a  numerous  artillery ;  and  in  the 
imprudence  of  which,  the  Court  have  heard  it  proved  every 
officer  in  the  army  concurred.     It  has  been  proved  that  a  heavy 
rain  commenced  m  the  night  of  the  1st  of  July,  and  this  con- 
firmation of  the  opinion  given  the  day  before,  as  to  the  weather, 
xpade  me  apprehensive  of  the  consequences  of  any  delay,  even 
of  a  day,  at  Reduction,  though  for  important  objects;  1  there- 
fore in  the  night  determined  to  move  to  the  left,  and  turn  the 
head. of  the  river,  or  cro<w  some  ford  above  the  bridge;  and 
earlv  in  the  mornin'j:  sent  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bourke  to  Gene- 
ralGower,  with  the  orders  which  have  been  detailed,  from  re* 
collection,  by  General  (j^ower,  Colonel  Bourke,  and  Colonel 
Torrens,  the  Tatter  of  whom,  from  his  very  precise  recoUcctioa 
of  the  very  terms  in  which   the  order  was  written  by  himself "^^ 
vill,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  considered  as  giving  the  most  accurate 
account,  if  any  thing  turns  upon  tbe  way  in  which  they  werc^ 
iivT>rded.  "  •  '. 

General  Gower's  answer  I  will  now  read,  and  hereafter  pro- 
duce to  the  Court,  (ViiULcUer.) 

.  y}-he-Court  will  observe,  tliat  if  doubt  has  arise(\  qs  to  thf, 
p&tiire  of  tiie  ordere  carried  by  Colonel  Bourke  with  rcij 


556 

our  route,  it  is  done  away  by  this  answer,  which  mnst  be  takes 
as  expressing  General  Gower'a  understanding  of  them  at  the 
time.  He  states  that  he  will  keep  the  high  ground  on  this  sid^ 
the  Chuello,  until  he  could  find  a  practicab^  ford,  or  turn  the 
head  of  the  river ;  and  details  his  reasons  for  preferring  this  line, 
of  march;  and  most  decidfsdly  states  that  he  will  not  even  try 
the  Passo  Chico :  and  this  determination  was  adopted  after  con- 
sulting with  the  fTuide,  in  the  presence,  as  the  Court  have  heard, 
of  Colonel  Bourke.  It  has  appeared  that,  immediately  on^the 
receipt  of  this  letter,  I  put  the  main  body  of  the  army  in 
motipn  ;  and  that  I  showed  a  p&rticular  desire  to  march  with- 
out delay ;  and  I  will  prove  that  in  consequence  of  this  letter 
a'tid  the  *  information  communicated  by  Colonel  Bourke,  I 
told  the  guide,  who  was  under  Colonel  Bourke*s  direc- 
tions to  lead  the  column  of  ifiiorch,  that  he  was  not  to  cany 
lis  to  the  Passo  Chico,  but  to  the  next  practicably  ford  above 
it,  for  the  express  purpose  of  passing  the  river  at  tlie  same 
ford  with  the  advancea  corns.  An  inspection  of  the  map, 
and  the  evidence  which  I  shall  produce,  will  completely  prove, 
that  if  General  Gower  had  not  been  led  by  some  cause  to  alter 
hi^  route,  as  expressed  in  his  letter,  we  should  have  drawn 
"  :  arer  together  in  the  course  of  the  day,  instead  of  separating. 
'i'lie  Court  will  also  recollect,  that  in  conformity  with  tliis  letter 
the  order  of  qiarch  was  immediately  altered,  as  proved  bvSir 
Samuel  Achmiity ;  and  instead  of  moving  to  ^c  right,  as  f  had 
done  hofore,  when  we  followed  the  adi'anced  guard;  we  marched 
])>'  the  left,  keeping  by  this  movement  the  advanced  corps  on 
the  r  iv^it,  anH  between  the  main  body  and  the  river,  as  in  the 
pivoprlini^  di!ys.  I  will  call  Colonel  Bourke,  who  led  the  co- 
lumn of  niarcii  that  day,  to  prove  thai  so  strong  was  his  impres- 
sion that,  from  the  arrangement  made  and  order  of  march,  the 
columns  would  close  nearer  and  not  separate  from  each  other; 
that  \\\\vx\  he  saw  General  Goner  inclining  in  a  direction  from 
us,  he  mentioned  it  to  the  guide,  who  assured  him  that  a* 
sfwuld  JoUtrw  in  the  same  direction  asrsaon  as  wc  crossed  the  Ar* 
mjo  de  Mcssiel ;  and  so  little  did  Colonel  Bourke  then  suppose 
that  the  two  divisions  would  separate,  that  he  rested  satisfied 
with  this  answer,  and  did  not  even  report  the  circumstance  then 
to  me,  hut  made,  as  he  has  stated  in  his  former  evidence,  an 
unsuccessful  attempt  to  move  in  a  direction  rather  more  to  the 
right,  which  was  found  impracticable,  and  we  were  obliged  to 
cross  the  Arrojo  de'  M esseil  at  the  point  to  which  the  guide  ti-as 
leatHiig  us.  It  has  been  proved  that  General  Gower,  af  a  par- 
ticular part  of  the  march,  at  the  intersection  of  two  roads, 
turned  to  the  right  and  followed  a  body  of  horse  directly  to  the 
river,  and  across  the  Passo  Chico ;  and  I  think  that  upon  read- 
ing tlie  above  letter,  looking  at  the  map,  and  hearing  the  evi- 
dence of  Colonel  Bourke  upon  this  subject,  it  will  be  ira'possiblc 
to  iiiipute  the  separation  of  th^  divisious  of  the  army  to  fn^- 
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It  has  been  a«iked,  whether  General  Gowcr  had  any  or<Jer3  to  rr- 
j^^r/f  any  deviation  of  Ms  route,, or  any  particiflar  circumstance 
On  that  day,  or  whether  any  steps  were  taken  to  reconnoitre  the 
river  above  the  bridge  at  the  Passo  Chico"?  I  certainly  had 
given  no  particiilSLr  order  for  reporting  on  that  day,  nor  taken 
anyparticul^  step  for  reconnoitring  the  river,  nor  could  I  con- 
ceive it  necessary.     I  apprehend  it  to  be  the  duty  of  an  officer 
commanding  an  advanced  division  under  such  circumstances^ 
to  report.     Fhad  received,- as  I  have  before  stated,  reports  from 
General  Gower  on  the  2Sth,  29th,  and  30th  of  June,  and  tH'o  re- 
ports on  the  1st  of  July,  though  we  met  each  other  at  some  pe- 
riod of  each  of  those  clays ;  he  even  reported  particular  occur- 
rences in  the  day,  and  sent  sketches  of  his  position.     He  had 
also  acted  on  the  whole  of  the  march  as  commandincr  a  recon* 
noitring  division  for  the  rest  of  the  army,  and  was  provided  with 
troops  adapted  to  that  object    The  river  and  passes  were  at  too 
great  distance  to  justify  sending  forward  anj  small  body  ;  and 
the  waiting  the  result  of  any  sucn  rcconnoisancc  would  have  de- 
layed our  march,  and  the  main  object,  that  of  crossing  the  river 
bef<5re  the  rain  rendered  it  impmcticable.     Having,  from  the 
motives  I  have  before  stated,  -abandoned  the  first  plan  of  ap- 
proaching the  bridge,  I  was  on  this  march  of  the  2d  placed  in 
the  same  situation  as  on  the  preceding  days,  with  the  difference 
only  that  )x)th  divisions  were  making  a  flank  movement  by  our 
left ;  bat  the  effect  was  the  same,  for  the  advance,  as  I  before 
said,  was  between  me  and  the  river,  but  rather  at  a  less  distance 
than  on   the  preceding  days,    and  even  that  distance  wouli 
have    been    lessened    if   Generjll    Gower   had    pursued    the 
route  mentioned  in  his  own  letter.     I  considered  his  division, 
therefore,    as   stil!  acting  as  the  reconnoitring  body  to  the 
rest;  and.it  is  obvious,  that  if  General  Gower  had  pursued 
the    njute   mentioned  in   his  letter,    a  prolongation    of   the 
march  of  each  division  on  tlje  line  upon  which  we  first  set  out 
must  have  brought  us,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  or  at  least  be- 
fore nijjht,  not  merely  withui  the  reach  of  communication  with 
each  other,  as  on  every  preceding  day,  but  at:tnally  in  contact, 
and  General  Gower  would  have  been  supported  by  the  main 
body,  as  intended  in  the  orders.     I  must  request  tfie  Court  to 
recollect,  that  when  Colonel  fiourke  was  asked  whether  he  had 
reported  to  me  that  the  direction  in  which  the  guide  was  lead- 
ing my  column  would  preclude  my  giving  assistance  to  General 
Gower,  liis  answer  was,  that  he  made  no  such  Vepresentation,  for 
he  did  not  believe  that  it  would  have  been  the  vase.     And  the  evi- 
dence of  Colonel  Bourke  must  have  its  proper  weight  on  this 
subject,  as  he  carried  the  order,  and  was  with  General  Gower 
when  he  determined  on  the  route  he  should  tr.ke,  and  wrote  the 
letter  to  me  which  I  have  re&d.     My  orders  on  that  day  were 
adapted  to  our  situation,  and  gave  Genera]  Gower  a  latitude 
necessary  to  enable  him  to  precede  the  uiain  bod^  N^^\x3si\X«^- 
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ranee,  as  he  Iiad  dnnc  on  the  march ;  and  as  it  was  supposed  that 
this  clay  would  brfii<:^  us  to  the  town,  he  was  authorizeJ  t)  take 
up  a  position  in  tlic  suburbs  of  the  town,  without  haltin<;^  for 
furthtT  orders,  as  he  would  naturally  have  dcme  if  no  such  lati- 
tude had  bcc  n  given  liim.  A  supposition  thftt  the  etferts  of 
panic,  arising  from  our  suddenly  crossing  the  river,  and  arriving 
unex'pectedly  before  the  town,  and  an  apprehension  of  our  im- 
mediately entering  it,  might  induce  a  wish,  on  the  purt  of  the 
enemy,  to  surrender,  also  h^l  nie  to  give  a  further  latitude <o 
Gencial  Gower,  and  authorize  him  to  (Oimmon  the  town  before 
my  arrival  with  the  main  body,  if  a  favourable  on poi't unity  oc- 
curred, as  expressed  by  Colonel  ToiTens  ;  but  that  I  meant  to 
authorize  him  to  separate*  from  the  n\ain  body,  is  quite  imposri- 
ble,  from  the  nature  of  the  order,  \vbich  was,  fffaf  he  should  Jed 
his  a-iiy  across  ihc  nvn\  as  expressed  by  Colonel  Tonrens,  that 
is,  reconnoitre  the  ford  for  the  main  body,  and  that  I  would  su|i- 
port  him  with  the  main  body,  a  part  of  the  order  nhich  is 
stated  both  by  General  Cower  an:i  Colon eriorreiis,  and  which 
is  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  separation,  and  permit* 
ting  him  to  enter  the  town  alone  without  it.  The  C^ourt  wi!I 
find,  on  referrhig  to  the  evidence  of  Sir  Samuel  Achmnty,  riiat 
I  ajip eared  very  uneasy  at  hearing  the  firing  that  evening;  and 
on  Sir  Samuel  Achmnty  stating  his  opinion,  that  if  General 
Gower  did  not  attempt  the  town,  there  could  be  no  danger^ 
whatever  nnin])ers  might  oppose  him — I  stated,  that  I  liad  .«> 
high  an  opinion  of  Cieneral  Gower,  that  I  was  persuaded  lie 
would  not  attempt  the  town  without  me.  J  have  pix)ved,  I  hope, 
to  til e  conviciion  of  the  Court,  by  these  observations,  that  I 
never  inteixled  that  ^\\q\\  a  sepanition  should  take  place;  and  I 
think  it  must  be  equally  clear,  from  (leneral  Gowcr's  letter  to 
me,  that  I  neyer  contemplated  the  possibilitv  of  it.  Tliat  I  was 
not  well  pleased  with  what  had  passed,  I  think  the  Court  will 
have  had  good  reason  to  i)elieve,  from  evidence  which  has  Iven 
given  by  General  (jower  himself.  '  Let  me  ik)w  ask  the  Court 
to  whom  tlii*;  separation  of  the  army  is  to  be  imputed  ?  Am  I  to 
be  charged  with  not  taking  precaution  against  this  during  the 
march  of  GtMieral  Gower  r  On  the  contrary,  was  it  not  the 
duty  of  General  Gower,  if  any  circvmistances  induced  him  to 
alter  his  route,  to  rep«>rt  it  tome,  and  to  halt  until  ho  made  such 
a  report,  aird  received  my  orders,  or,  at  all  events,  to  have  ajj- 
prised  me  of  tiie  alttration  of  his  route,  and  his  rea«u»i^  for  it  ? 
'I*he  Court  will  hIs/^  reeiill^xi,  th;:t  the  altccation  of  mnte  l»y 
General  Gowerdid  fhh  arise  from  ignorance,  on  his  part,  of  ti;o 
situation  of  the  main  bodv;  foithoujrh  we  could  nt»t  distin^.iNU 
the  advance,  even  from  the  commanding  situation  wo  oecu^iieJ 
after  crossing  the  Arrojo  do  M<  ssiel,  yet  it  is  proved,  both  hy 
General  Gower  and  others,  that  ho  not  only  saw  the  main  body 
on  the  march,  but  actually  saw  us  when  he  arrived  at  the  ford  of 
the  Chico.     I  marcUcd,  a>  I  s;uy^>osi^J,  towards  the  same  f.>rt!. 
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not  towards  the  ^ico,  which  was  expressly  excluded.  He  wi^ 
on  my  right  while  we  were  moving  to  the  left  flank,  and  would 
have  been  in  my  front,  as  before,  as  soon  as  we  arrived  at  the 
river,  and  both  pointing  towards  Buenos  Ayres,  in  the  same  rela« 
tive  position,  therefore,  as  on  the  preceding  days;  and  it  is  im- 
possible that  he  could  have  lost  the  main  booy,  ^  he  was  between 
me  and  the  river,  unless  he  had  deviated  from  the  route  stated 
in  his  letter,  and  turned  short  to  the  right  It  is  most  painful  to 
me  to  have  been  obliged  to  enter  into  uiis  detail,  and  make  these 
observations.  It  is  not  my  wish,  or  inchnation,.and  certainly 
has  not  been  my  practice,  to  impute  blame  to  others  for  the 

Eurpose  of  def^ending  myself;  but  I  stand  charged  with  too 
eavy  a  responsibility  to  make  it  possible  for  me  to  forbear  stat- 
ing what  is  necessary  to  my  defence,  though  in  so  doing  I  may 
unfortunately  call  in  question  the  conduct  of  others. 

I  will  proceed  with  the  remainder  of  the  march  of  that  day. 
We  crossed  the  Arrojo  dc  Messiel,  and  ascended  the  heights  ou 
the  other  side ;  and  there  it  was  that  we  first  discovered  that  we 
bad  lost  all  traces  of  General  Oower,  although  our  view  from 
that  lijround  was  very  extensive.  It  was  now  three,  some  of  the 
witnesses  say  half  after  three  o'clock,  and  approaching,  there- 
fore, at  that  season  of  the  yoar,  to  the  close  of  the  evening ;  we 
were  still  more  than  six  miles  from  the  river,  the  range  ot  view 

gven  by  the  b;round,  within  which  range  we  saw  no  trace  of 
eneral  Gower,  made  it  obvious  that  any  attempt  to  ascertain 
his  position,  in  a  country  in  which  we  could  not  move  or  send  a 
party  after  the  evening  closed,  must  be  fruitless.  It  remained, 
therefore,  only  to  consider  what  was  best  to  be  done  with  refer- 
ence to  the  main  division.  We  could  hardly  hope  even  to 
reach,  much  less  to  pass,  the  river  that  nighf.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  by  any  exertion  we  could  have  got  near  it  that  evening* 
We  were  ni  the  vicinity  of  som^  laree  farms,  affording  wood  to 
dry  the  men  and  cook  their  victuals,  and  a  supply  of  cattle, 
and,  in  a  very  extensive  range  of  view,  only  one  house  in  sight 
on  our  line  of  march,  at  the  distance  of  about  a  liiile.  The  ut- 
most distance  we  could  have  then  marched  could  only  have 
brought  us  to  the  swampy  ground  in  the  vicinity. of  the  river, 
without  being  able  to  ensure  any  accommodation  to  the  troops. 
It  was  obvious,  that  whatever  might  be  General  Gower^s  situa- 
tion, I  could  not  hope  to  ascertain  it  that  evening.  While  con-* 
sidering  of  the  most  eligible  course  to  pursue,  I  was,  as  has 
been  proved  to  the  Court,  joined  by  Sir  Sanmel  Achmuty,  from 
the  rear,  whose  opinion  immediately  decided  mine  for  halting 
that  night. 

I  h^d  ordered  Colonel  Mahon  to  follow  the  main  body ;  but 
the  occurrences  of  the  day,  and  uncertainty  of  our  route  the  next 
day,  ma4^  ipe  think  it  niore  advisable  to  order  him  to  halt  at  Bfiy 
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Auction  until  I  had  ascertained  the  situation  of  the  advance^  and 
the  best  place  for  crossing  the  river. 

I  have  thus  fully  ana  candidly  stated,  all  the  circumstances 
connected  with  the  unfortunate  separation  of  the  army  on  the  Sd, 
which  I  must  ever  consider  as  the  origin  of  all  my  misfortunes. 
It  has^been  asked,  whether  the  whole  army  might  not  have  arrived 
in  the  suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres  on  the  2d,  from  Reduction  ?  and 
some  officers  have  given  it  as  their  opinion,  that  it  might;  but 
when  the  Court  advert  to  the  circumstances  of  the  march  of 
General  Gdwcc's  division,  which  was  completely  a  forced  one, 
and  in  which  General  Lumlev's  brigade  and  the  guns  were  left 
the  latter  j^art  of  the  march  afl  night  near  the  river;  thai  from  the 
way  in  which  the  march  had  been  pushed,  the  light  battalion  and 
rifle  corps  were  completely  exhausted ;  that  General  Lumlcy's 
brigade  was  still  more  so,  and  that  they  did  not  reach  the  suburbs 
unul  dark,  and  that  General  Gower's  corps  moved  from  a  point 
three  miles  in  advance  of  Reduction,  it  will  even  now  appear  very 
doubtful  whether  the  bringing  the  whole  army  on  the  5d  into  the 
suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres  could  have  been  accomplished.  In  what 
way  it  was  accomplished  by  one  corps,  the  Court  has  seen  :  I  have 
fully  stated  why  it  was  not  attempted  by  the  main  bodv.  I  rely 
upon  the  candour  of  the  Honourable  Members  of  the  Court  upon 
this  subject;  satisfied  that  they  will  on  this,  as  well  as  in  e\cry 
other  instance,  fonn  their  judgement  upon  the  information  I 
possessed,  and  the  imprcFsion  which  I  might  fairly  and  naturally 
entertain  at  the  time  from  the  existing  circumstances,  and  not 
judge  me  by  the  event  or  any  consequences  which  ensued. 

Before  I  quit  this  head  I  must  advert  to  the  1st  charge;  which, 
exclusive  of  the  general  introductory  allegation  of  the  measures 
pursued  being  ill  calculated  to  facilitate  the  conquest  of  Bueuos 
Ayres,  asserts,  that  after  the  Spanish  commander  had  shown  such 
Bv'mptouis  of  a  disposition  to  treat,  as  to  express  a  desire  to  com- 
municate on  the  subject  of  terms,  I  demanded  the  surrender  of 
all  the  civil  officeirs  of  Buenos  Ayres  as  prisoners  of  war. 

The  first  point  to  be  considered  as  to  this  charge  seems  to  be, 
whether  the  Spanish  commander  did  express  a  desire  to  commu- 
nicate on  the  subject  of  terms,  or,  at  least  did  show  some  dispo- 
sition to  treat;  and  the  next,  whether  my  instnurtions  did  not 
varrant  the  demand  of  the  surrender  of  these  authorities.  On 
the  first  point.  Major  Roache  must  be  the  most  competent  to  de- 
clare, not  only  the  precise  conversation  that  passed  between  him- 
self and  General  Ellio,  but  more  especially  the  tone  assumed, 
and  the  temper  and  disposition  in  which  the  summons  was  re- 
ceived, and  in  which  the  conversation  between  them  closed. 
Referring  then  to  the  evidence  of  Major  Roache,  it  seems  quite  im- 
possible not  to  see,  that  not  only  no  wish  or  desire  was  ever  ex- 
pressed to  communicate  on  the  subject  of  terms  (it  must  be  un- 
jeistood  of  surrendering  the  town)  but  that  the  only  disposiiicu 
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ananifeftted  in  that  respect  by  General  EUio^  during  the  whole 
conversation  with  Major  Roache^  was  undisguiiedly  and  unequi- 
vocally a  determination  not  to  surrender,  nor  even  to  allow  Major 
Roache  to  talk  of  terms.  I  was  also  directed  by  my  instructions 
carefully  to  remove  all  those  who  were  principally  instrumental  in 
promoting  the  insurrection  against  General  Beresford,  and  cither 
to  send  them  to  Europe,  or  to  place  them  in  some  situation  where 
^  their  machinations  would  be  no  longer  dangerous.  l*hcse  civil 
magistrates  of  Buenos  Ayres,  the  Court  have  heard,  were  the  in- 
stigators of  the  insurrectiim  against  Greneral  Beresford  and  his 
troops ;  and  the  violation  of  their  capitulation  could  be  no  other- 
wise rendered  not  dangerous,  than  by  their  persons  being  either 
removed  from  the  provmce,  or  kept  secured  within  it.  I  was  also 
%o  respect  the  persons  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  conciliate  their' 
good  will.  The  choice  that  presented  itself  was,  either  to  pro- 
mise to  respect  the  persons  of  the  inhabitants  generally,  and  after- 
yrards  arrest  the  chief  magistrates,  or  openly  to  demand  them  in 
the  first  instance.  Every  principle  of  honour  and  good  faith  wai» 
decidedly  in  favour  of  the  latter  alternative.  It  cannot  be  neces- 
farv  for  me  to  say  more  on  this  chargp. 

t  will  now  proceed  to  the  plan  of,  and  preparation  fer,  the 
attack. 

On  my  joining  General  Gower  on  the  3d,  I  found  him  not  in 
the  position  to  which  he  had  been  directed  to  proceed,  namely 
the  westward  suburbs,  so  as  to  communicate  with  the  shipping, 
which  had  always  been  my  object,  but  on  the  side  opposite  to  the 
Plata,  which  position  he  nad  taken  up  immediately  after  the  ac* 
tiou  of  the  2d.  As  I  found  him  so  posted,  and  he  had  been  in 
IHissession  of  the  ground  the  day  before,  it  was  natural  that  I  should 
ask  whether  he  had  formed  any  idea  about  the  attack  of  the  tov^Ti ; 
and  the  plan  ultimately  adopted  was  presented  to  me,  a  circum* 
stance  proved  not  from  any  question  of  mine,  for  I  should  cer* 
lainly  not  have  permitted  myself  to  have  alluded  to  General  Gow- 
er's  having  any  such  share  in  it,  but  arising  out  of  questions  from 
the  Court  to  General  Gower,  and  details  of  the  other  witnesses. 
I  arrived  at  the  Coral  de  Miserala  about  three  o'clock.  It  rained 
in  torrents,  and,  as  the  Court  will  recoll^t,  is  dark  at  five,  or  before 
five  o'clock.  Upon  this  plan  being  proposed  to  me,  I  spent  the 
rest  of' the  evening  in  considering  it,  and  examining  some  persons 
supposed  to  be  capable  of  giving  us  correct  information  as  to  the 
state  of  the  town ;  and  I  finally  determined  to  adopt  it,  intending 
then  that  it  should  be  carried  into  execution  the  next  morning. 

The  Court  have  he^rd  some  of  the  general  reasons,  which 
operated  upon  my  mind  to  induce  me  co  adopt  it,  in  the  second 
letter  which  was  read  at  the  commencement  of  tht  evidence  fqr 
the  prosecution ;  and  to  which  letter  I  beg  permission  to  refer  the 
Court,  and  request  their  attention  to  it ;  as  I  cannot  but  think 
that  the  publicaiioa  «f  it,  or  at  least  extracts  fcom  it,  witk  tht  other 


542 

fetter,  would  have  obviated  many  of  the  remarks  which  have  been 
made  upon  this  transaction.     But  it  is  proper  now  that  I  should 
rather  more  partiqiilarty  detail  the  motives  which  induced  me  to 
adopt  this,  instead  of  pursuing  my  original  plan  of  putting  my  left 
upon  the  Plata,  landing  the  heavy  artinery,  stores,  and  provisions, 
and  attacking  the  town  from  that  side.     There  appeared  to  be 
three  modes  of  attacking  the  town;  by  cutting  off  its  supplies, 
bombardment  and  battery,  and  assault.     The  first,  notwithstand- 
ing the  opinions  which  have  been  given  to  the.contrar}^,  I  did  not 
thmk  practicable  at  the  time,  nor  do  I  now;  and  I  think  the  very, 
distinct  and  forcible  reasons  given  by  Colonel  Bourke  and  Gene- 
ral Gower  against  it,  must  have  satisfied  the  Court  upon  that 
point:  but  independent  of  the  circumstances  stated  by  Colonel 
jBourke,  it  is  obvious  that  it  would  have  occupied  longer  time, 
been  attended  with  more  exposure  of  the  troops  to  weather,  cre- 
ated greater  difficulties  with  respect  to  supply  of  provisions,  and 
engaged  them  in  a  duty  more  harassing  perhaps  than  any  other, 
from  the  superiority  of  the  enemy  in  that  sort  of  irregular  force, 
which,  though  unable  to  meet  us  in  the  field,  were  best  calculat- 
ed by  their  numbers  and  perseverance  (of  which  we  had  abundant 
proofs)  to  have  kept  our  troops  under  constant  annoyance.     All 
these  were  very  powerful  objections  at  that  period  of  the  year. 
When  all  these  circumstances  arc  considered,  it  will  hardly  be 
said  that  I  was  guilty  even  of  an  error  in  judgement^  in  laying 
aside  all  thoughts  of  that  mode  of  attack.     The  next  was  certainly 
the  most  natural  and  ()l)vious  course  to  pursue,  and  was  therefore 
that  to  which  my  views  had  always  been  directed,  but  it  was  also 
open  to  many  objections ;  among  which  were  the  difficulty  and 
delay  which  might  arise  inlanding  the  heavy  guns  and  stores  and 
erecting  batteries  in  the  weather,  which  has  been  described  by  Ad- 
miral Murray  (the  rain  was  then  fa-ling  in  torrents),  and  the  oc- 
casional interruption  of  comniunicatiou  with  the  fleet,  and  con- 
tinued exposure  of  the  men  at  that  time  of  the  year;  in  addition  to 
this  the  nature  of  the  lown,  and  the  construction  of  the  buildings 
were  such  as  to  obviate  many  of  the  most  powerful  and  rapid  rf- 
fccts  of  such  a  mode  of  attack.     All  who  have  given  evidence  con- 
cur in  opinion,  that  it  would  have  been  very  difficult,  if  not  im- 
possible, to  burn  the  town,  at  least  no  great  effect  of  that  sort, 
which  is  generally  the  most  eO'ectual  CJnscquencc  of  a  bombard- 
ment, would  have  resulted  from  it. 

The  effect  of  our  heaviest  guns,  '24-pounders,  upon  the  houses 
at  Monte  Video,  had  shown  that  even  batteries  would  not  have 
the  same  efi'ects  as  u|K)n  houses  of  an  ordinary  construction,  and 
at  all  events  must  have  been  slow  in  their  operation,  nor  did  the 
vicinity  of  the  town  afford  one  commanditig  position ;  (or  the 
Tauros  and  Residcntia,  though  eliciblc  as  posts  to  attack  from, 
were  not  commanding  position:^  from  which  the  centre  or  body 
of  the  town  could  be  annoyed ;  in  addition  to  all  these  reasons 
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that  mode  of  attack^  to  be  successful,  must  have. been  altCDded 
with  a  great  destruction  of  the  property  as^ell  as  lives  of  the  in^ 
habitantii  aud  was  therefore  objectionable,  as  tending  to  increase 
the  •hostility  of  the  inhabitants  towards  us,  whic^i  was  the  most 
important  of  all  the  considerations  to  which  I  had  to  attend,  with 
reference  either  to  the  letter  or  spirit  of  my  instructions,  and  the 
ultimate  object  in  the  view  of  government,  of  conciliating  the 
country ;  as  it  was  obvious  that,  unless  the  hostility  of  the  mba- 
bltants  could  in  some  degree  be  lessened,  no  force  which  this 
country  was  able  to  spare  for  so  distant  an  object  could  procure^ 
or  at  least  maintain,  anv  footing  which  would  be  valuable  either  in 
a  political  or  commercial  point  of  view* 

To  the  last  mode,  that  of  assault,  there  did  not  appear  then,  nor 
have  I  heard  stated,  or  given  in  evidence,  any  objection  but4hat 
of  the  possibility  pf  its  Tailuro  for  in  its  effects  if  it  did  succeed"^ 
it  does  nut  seem  difficult  to  prove  that  it  was  much  preferable 
to  the  second.  Presuming  it,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  to  be 
successful,  it  was  obviously  preferable  so  far  as  the  troops  w^re 
concerned ;  for  though  it  mieht  be  attended  with  some  loss,  it 
.would,  the  moment  it  sucgeeJed,  afford  the  means  of  comfortable 
accommodation,  and  prevent  all  the  losses  and  diminution  of  the 
effective  strength  of  the  army  from  the  fatigue  and  sickness 
attending  on  protracted  operations  at  that  season  of  the  year.  I 
knew  that  the  inha.bitants  would,  in  some  measure,  assist  in  the 
defence,  and  from  the  nature  and  construction  of  the  sauares  of 
bouses,  and  their  flat- roofs,  was  aware  that  they  would  be  occu* 
pied ;  but,  from  all  the  information  I  obtained  from  those  imme- 
diatety  with  the  army,  and  the  prisoners,  two  Spanish  officers, 
rxammed,  as  the  Court  have  heard,  on  the  morning  of  the  4th, 
I  was  led  to  suppose  that  the  Spanish  troops  would  act  in  the 
streets«as  had  been  determined  byLinjers,  in  moveable  columns, 
and  behind  such  traverses- and  defences  as  they  could  erect  in  the 
vicinity  of  tlve  fort  ajid  great  square  in  the  centre  of  the  town. 
An  attack,  therefore,  which  brought  us  in  contact  immediately 
with  the  Spanish  troops  would  necessarily  be  the  le^t  annoy^ 
ihg  of  all  t)tticrs  to  the  inhabitants.  The  capture  of  the  plac^ 
.would,  in  that  case,  have  been  the  consequence  of  the  .defeat  and 
alaughter  of  the  soldiers,  with  whom  only  the  contest  had"  been. 
In.the  other  it  would  have  arisen  from  the  protracted  hardships 
and  destruction  of  property  and  lives  of  the  inhabitants.  It  must 
be  admitted  that,  in  an  assault  with  any  troops,  however  well 
^disciplined,  some. injury  would'  be  done  to  the  inhabitants;  but 
jt  cannot  be  contendecl  that  in  a  well  regulated  army,  such  in- 
juries could  bear  any  the  most  distant  proportion  to  those  which 
woidd  arise  from  bombardment.  With  reference  therefore  either 
lo*ihe  army  or  the  town,  I  still  thihk  that  the  assault  had  the  pre- 
Arence  over  the  other  plan,  .presuming  as  I  said  before,  upon  ita 
•uccessj  upon  which  I  wijl  therefore  now  malce  a  few  oo^erva* 
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tions^  considering  it^  as  the  Honourable  Members  of  the  Court 
will  do  hereafter^  with  reference  to  the  fair  probabilities  at  the 
time  when  it  was  adopted^  and  not  according  to  the  unfbrtunatt 
result. 

The  first  point  to  consider,  in  that  view,  was  the  probable  re- 
sistance ;  and  next,  the  mode  of  attack  best  adapted  to  overcome 
that  resistance.  I  have  before  stated  that,  it  was  understood  the 
tops  of  the  houses  would  be  occupied,  and  from  the  known 
hostility  of  the  inhabitants,  it  was  supposed  tliat  many  of  them 
would  take  part  in  the  defence,  and  that  their  post  would  be  on 
the  roofs  of  the  houses,  while  the  Spanish  troops  offered  a  resist- 
ance in  the  streets,  and  defended  the  fort,  and  such  defences  as 
they  might  have  prepared  in  the  streets  of  the  town.  -We,  there- 
fore,  looked  for  a  vigorous  resistance :  but  I  will  ask  the  Court, 
and  every  individual  member  of  it,  whether  from  any  experience 
in  modem  times,  from  any  thing  handed  down  to  us  in  military 
historvj  since  the  modern  system  of  warfare,  and  the  use  of  fire- 
arms bave  prevailed,  or  even  from  any  information  we  had  receiv- 
ed, or  observation  we  had- made,  as  to  the  hostility  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, any  thing  but  the  actual  result  could  lead  us  to  form  a  just 
estimate  of  the  resistance  made.  A  multitude  of  instances  might 
be  mentioncti,  in  which  a  certain  proportion  of  the  young  and 
active  population  has  increased  the  strength,  but  in  which  the 
general  population  has  always  impeded,  instead  of  assisting  the 
efforts  of  the  defending  army.  Not  one  can,  I  will  venture  to 
say,  be  produced  like  the  present,  in  which  it  is  no  exaggcraticm 
to  say,  that  every  male  inhabitant,  whether  free  or  slave,  fought 
with  a  resolution  and  perseverance  which  could  not  have'  been 
expected,  even  from  the  enthusiasm  of  religion  and  national  pre- 
judice, or  the  most  inveterate  and  implacable  hostility-  I  am 
ready  to  confess,  tliat  I  had  not  contemplated  the  possibility  of 
such  a  resistance,  so  contl acted  by  the  whole  population  ;  nor  do' 
I  believe  it  was  snpposul  or  foreseen  by  others.  I  will  not  resort 
to  any  of  the  common -pi  ace  observations,  however  fcircible  their 
application  might  be  upon  opinions  formed  after  the  result; 
but  whatever  shades  of  ditTerencc  of  opinion  there  niiirht  have 
been  among  the  general  officers,  or  those  commanding  in  the  attack. 
or  those  more  ininiodi.itt:  y  about  myself,  and  to  whoin  the  details 
were  given  the  prcced.n.r  day,  as  to  this  plan,  compared  with  other 
modes  of  attack,  I  tbii  k,  i  may  assume*,  from  what  parsed  on 
the  4th,  and  from  tlie  L\i.'encc  which  has  been  given,  that  no 
one  of  them  looked  fur\'a;J.  •  '  the  resistance  we  encountered,  or 
the  consequence  \vhi<'h  er  r  .  v  ;  tliat  no  one  of  ihcni  in  fact, 
bad  in  contem]^]aiii)n  the  j)^^!? •'!.!:•  '-iilfire  of  tbc  attack.  Whe- 
ther the  general  olFiLers  att-.Tr^i;.;  -  '■  :r\^":cd  themselves  as  con- 
sulted or  not,  and  whethc-,  uii'J  i  l:..  ::: -TM'^tai-tes  in  wbfch 
they  were  called  ♦ogcther.  ri-.d  :t'  :  i>.v  ■  '  ■  r  :«;  •■•^.  i,*.-  t>  fuel- 
ing myself  compelled  to  adept  ii,  [:j:i\  r\r\  .n53L::ii  :e3.r^.-4:::.'i  v'V 
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judgement ;  and  the  discussion  which  subsequently  took  placet 
as  to  the  aheration  of  the  hour  of  the  attack,  and  General  Lum- 
ley's  questions  on  the  subject  of  the  plan,  and  the  explanation  by 
Greneral  Gower  at  thfe  table,  of  the  details  by  referring  to  the  tnap 
(as  is  described  in  the  evidence)  they  either  ought,  or  were  at  li- 
berty, to  state  any  strong  feeling  they  might  have  upon  the  sub- 
ject, is  not  for  me  to  determine.  I  will,  hereafter,  read  to  the 
Court  my  circular  letter  to  the  Brigadier- Generals;  upon  which 
I  cannot  but  remark,  that  when  it  was  produced,  and  laid  upon 
the  table  by  General  Craufurd,  no  sort  of  notice  was  taken  of -it 
by  the  Judge  Advocate ;  nor  did  he  direct  it  to  be  read,  though 
stated  to  be  circular  and  official,,  and  coming  with  the  orders :  aU 
though  the  Judge  Advocate  commenced  the  prosecution,  by  stat- 
ing it  to  be  his  duty,  as  well  as  wish,  to  produce  all  the  evidence, 
whether  operating  favourably  or  otherwise  to  me.  Whatever 
may  be  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  as  to  the  situation  of  the  Bri- 
gadier-Generals at  the  meeting  at  head-quarters,  I  think  it  is 
clear  that  any  general  officer,  who  had  contemplated  an  unsuc-^ 
cessful  result,  of  such  an  attack,  would  either  publicly  or  pri- 
vately to  me,  have  submitted  his  opinion,  or  have  Jailed  vwst 
criminalljf  in  his  duty.  No  such  opinion  was  given  me ;  for 
the  Court  will  see,  upom  an  accurate  examination  even  of  Colo- 
nel Pack's  evidence,  that  I  could  not  collect  even  from  what  was 
stated  between  him  and  me,  that  he  thought  unfavourably  of  the 
plan,  as  his  objections  were  confined  to  a  want  of  some  imple- 
ments for  breaKing  open  the  houses,  for  which  I  ordered  imipe- 
diately  every  possible  search  to  be  made.  Having  stated  thus  full)*' 
the  nature  of  the  idea  I  might  probably  entertam  at  the  iime  of 
the  resistance  to  be  expected,  I  comepow  to  the  mode  of  attack. 
The  object  was  to  pass  through  the  town,  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
so  as  to  come  in  contact  with  the  Spanisfi  soldiers,  considering 
the  inhabitants  as  less  worthy  of  attention.  The  plan  also  avoid- 
ed the  centre  defences ;  and  the  columns  were  not  to  persevere, 
in  spit^  of  all  obstacles,  on  their  particular  lines  of  attack ;  bufl^ 
to  incline  to  the  flanks,  and  gain  stations,  or  rather  the  houses 
next  the  river,  ;ind  thus  occupy  two  tines  Oo  the  flanks  of  the  mam  . 
defences  of  thepnemy:  this  is  obvlous'.fromt^e  orders  them- 
selves, the  distribution  of  the  troops,  Which  were  divided  sa  Jis  19 
occupy  all  but'  the  four  centre  streets,  and  the  answer  ^i'ven  to- 
General  Lumley's  question,  publicly,- at  the  meeting  of  all  the 
officers.  I  particularly  request  the  atfention  of  the  Court  to  this, 
because  it  will  be  seen^hat«|^he  .raqst  fatal  consequences,  if  not 
the  whole  of  the  unfortunatch.rii^UU  of  that  day,  arose  from  a 
neglect  of  these  orders  iilh  the  columns  in  which  strict  attentioln 
to  them  was  most  imjmtant..   The  men  were,  to  enter  unloaded, 

and  to  proceed  as  rap?4|x?^  po***ible,  *^^  ^^  ^®  ^^^  °"  ^^X  *^"" 
count ;  and  this  is  statcqj^ntedly,  in  one  of  the  charges  as  itn 
offence.    I  hardly  know  whether  it  is  neceiMary  to  defiuad  myself 
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on  this  head :  it  is  a  point,  as  a  general  military  one,  upon  which 
diflfercnces  of  opinion  may  and  do  exist.  The  Court  has  seen 
that diflferent  opinions  have  been  entertained  by  the  witnesses; 
hut  one  of  the  witnesses.  Sir  Samuel  Achmutv,  who  gives  his 
opinion  in  favour  of  entering  the  town  unloacled,  has  stated  a 
fact,  not  in  support  of  that  opinion,  but  incidentally^  which  a 
l|ttle  confirms  the  propriety  of  it ;  namely,  that  the  danger  of 
the  head  of  his  column  was  increased  by  the  firing  of  his  own  co- 
lumn from  the  rear.  The  reasons  for  the  order  m  this  instance 
were,  that  the  fire  could  be  of  no  use  against  the  people  on  the 
foofs  of  the  houses,  who  were  behind  parapets,  and  completely 
concealed,  except  at  the  moment  of  firing;  and  the  main  object, 
therefore,  was  to  pass  on  as  rapidly  as  possible,  until  the  co- 
lumns encountered  those  of  the  enemy ;  and  neither  run  the 
hazard  of  any  delay  from  the  men  using  their  fire,  which  is  diffi- 
cult to  prevent,  or  of  any  mischief  arising  from  the  columns 
.  crossing  each  other  before  it  was  sufficiently  light  to  distin^ish 
each  other :  I  cannot,  therefore,  take  blame  to  myself  for  this  or- 
iler,  and  should  not  have  adverted  to  it  at  all,  if  it  had  not  been  so 
pointedly  mentioned  in  the  charge. 

Of  the  circumstance  of  General  Go\yer's  having  taken  the 
flints  from  the  companies  of  the  88tb,  I  had  no  knowledge;  bat 
believe  it  arose  from  something  which  had  occurred  while  that 
regiment  was  under  General  Gower's  command  on  the  march. 
.  I  have  stated  the  motives  which  led  mc  to  adopt  the  plan  of 
assault;  to  which,  after  the  evidence  which  has  been  given,  I 
may  now  be  allowed  to  add  one,  which,  in  a  case  of  this  sort, 
might,  I  trust,  fairly,  and  actually  did,  operate  upon  my  mind  ;— 
that  of  its  being  proposed  by  an  oflSccr  whose  opinion  could  not 
but  be  entitled  to  weight. 

The  next  point  to  which  I  will  advert  is,  that  of  the  orders 
given  upon  tne  subject  of  the  situation  in  which  I  was  to  be 
found,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  reports ;  and  whether  that 
was  communicated  to  the  Generals  ;  and  in  regard  to  the  direc- 
tions, that,  after  occupying  the  line  of  attack,  if  they  gained  their 
foints,  they  should  wait  for  further  orders.  In  explaining  this, 
must  further  observe,  that  no  particular  situation  was  assigned  ia 
the  orders  from  myself  and  the  second  in  command  ;  that  head- 

3uartcrs  were  not  chanced  ;  and  that  the  reserve  was,  in  the  or- 
ers,  posted  about  500  or  600  yards  in  front  of  head -quarters, 
upon  an  open  space,  which  nuiNt  be  crossed  by  any  person  going 
to  head-quarters.  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  thought  capable  of  act- 
ing so  unworthy  a  part  as  that  of  exonerating  myself  by  throwing 
blame  upon  others  ;  I  have  acted  upon  a  very;  ciifferent  principle 
since  my  return:  whatever  I  have  felt  or  thouc;ht  as  to  the  execu- 
tion of  any  parts  of  the.  attack,  I  have  steadny  refused  to  listen 
to  any  suggestions  of  defending  myself  by  involving  others.    But 

in  cases  wnere  I  tov  V^owwd  xo  account  Ihv  my  conduct^  and  can- 
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not  Jo  so  but  by  stating  that  which  ihay  ultimately  have  a  ten- 
dency to  impute  blame  to  others,  I  trust  1  shall  not  be  accused  of 
deviating  from  the  line  of  conduct  I  have  adopted,  in  stating  the 
motive  which  either  operated  upon  me  to  ^ct  in  any  particular 
manner,  or  occasioned  my  neglecting  some  details,  which,  in 
Strictness,  it  might  be  my  duty  to  see  attended  to.  With  refer- 
ence to  these  details,  I  can  with  truth  state,  that  having  adopted 
the  plan  of  another,  I  should  not  have  thought  it  fair  or  proper  to- 
wards him,  after  having  approved  oflt,  with  a  very  little  alteration, 
to  which  it  is  not  my  intention  to  allude,  not  to  have  permitted  him 
to  take  a  principal  share  in  that  which  he  had  suggested,  and 
ivhich,  from  presenting  it  in  such  detail,  he,  of  course,  had  fully 
conduced.  Accordingly  the  Court  has  heard,  that  when  the 
officers  were  assembled,  I  stated,  in  a  few  words,  my  motives  for 
adopting  the  plan  of  assault,  and  referred  them  to  General  Gower 
for  the  details ;  and  that  the  officers  accordingly  surrounded  his 
table,  upon  which  he  had  got  the  map  ;  and  until  long  after  my 
arrival  in  England,  I  had  always  understood  that  General  Gower** 
reason  for  advising  me  to  stay  in  the  centre,  instead  of  taking  the 
left  with  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty,  and  giving  him  the  right,  accord- 
ing to  my  original  intention,  and  which  I  could  prove  (if,  afttr 
the  evidence  of  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  and  others,  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  taking  a  central  position,  it  were  necessary),  was,  that  I 
might  receive  the  reports  of  the  Generals ;  which  I  always  under- 
stood and  conceived  had,  with  our  position,  been  explained  to 
them  upon  the  map,  on  the  4th.  Upon  this  subject  there  seems 
to  have  been  some  fatal  misunderstanding;.  I  certainly  expected 
these  reports,  in  the  rtill  belief  that  they  riad  been  oraered,  and 
the  place  pointed  out  to  which  they  were  to  be  sent. 

It  rather  appears,  from  General  Gowcr*«  evidence,  that  he 
cannot  state  positively  that  such  orders  were  given  j  but  conceived 
it  to  be  a  point  of  military  duty,  and  the  course  of  the  service, 
that  they  should,  in  this  situation,  have  reported. 

Another  point  remains  for  me  to  notice  up  to  the  evening  of 
the  4th,  that  of  not  having  reconnoitred  the  town.  Upon  this  I 
can  only  slate,  candidly  and  fairly,  that  the  nature  of  the  attack 
did  not  seem  to  me  to  render  it  necessary  so  to  do,  as  no  one  ob- 
jficl  was  to  be  gained,  and  no  alteration,  either  in  the  details  or 
execution  of  the  plan,  could  arise  from  any  reconnoisance  I  could 
have  made.  The  only  open  spot  from  which  any  thing  could  be  ' 
seen,  was  the  pbce  where  I  actually  was. 

The  attack  was  founded  upon  \  plan  of  the  town,  and  the  in- 
formation of  those  who  were  acquainted  with  it,  and  were  with 
me  at  head-quarters :  and  ho  situation,  either  to  the  right  or  left, 
or  iQ  any  direction,  in  fact,  not  only  on  any  part  of  our  line,  but 
at  any  distance  from  either  of  our  fianks,  could  afford  any  further 
•  view,  but  of  the  houses  immediately  opposite  with  the  gardens  and 
ar{:hards.  This  I  could  see ;  and,  as  far  as  any  extent  oC  "in.^*^  ^'^^ 

o  V  *■> 
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concerned,  the  Coral  was  the  only  spot  in  which  the  view  was  not 
bounded  by  the  squares,  either  of  scattered  houses  or  strong  bedges, 
which  intercepted  all  view  whatever. 

There  was  no  position  to  reconnoitre,  no  ground  to  examine, 
with  a  view  to  the  disposition  of  our  own  force,  or  attacking  that 
of  the  enemy.  I  could  find  no  point  to  which  I  could  have  gone 
with  any  force  to  have  reconnoitred  anv  part  of  the  line  of  attack, 
or  have  seen  more  than  could  be  seen  from  the  Coral. 

I  have  now  stated  at  len^rth  all  the  motives  by  which  I  was  led 
to  adopt  this  plan,  and  I  beficve  commented  upon  all  the  points  ne- 
cessary for  me  to  observe  upon,  up  to  the  evening  of  the  4th,  and 
will  now  shortly  advert  to  the  first  charge,  and  then  proceed  in 
the  order  of  the  events  to  the  day  of  attack. 

In  commenting  upon  the  events  of  this  day,  which  the  prose- 
cutor, in  a  question  to  one  of  the  witnesses  (a  singular  and  un- 
usual period  for  the  introduction  of  a  phrase  implying  so  Mrong  a 
comment),  has  called  <MYrffo;v//??^/?'j/,  1  must  earnestly  request  the; 
Court  accurately  to  examine  the  evidence  as  appTiea  to  the  situ-" 
ation  in  whioh  I  actually  was  at  the  time,  and  in  which  I  might, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  and  actually  did,  suppose  the  attack- 
ing columns  to  be  ;  and  also  the  evidence  which  is  founded  upon 
the  unfortunate  result ;  and  what  ought  to  have  been  my  con- 
duct, had  T  known,  or  even  suspected,  the  situation  of  some  of 
those  columns. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  1  proceeded  to  the  centre,  to  the 
ground  occupied  by  thf-  art''!Icr\ ,  and  the  attncks  commenced  as 
the  Court  have  heard,  before,  or  .ihoul  dav- break.  I  naturallv 
waited  sometime,  o.xpcctina:  to  p.xcivr:  report?  from  some  of  the 
attackin^^  columns  :  no*  havii^g  my  rcpons  before  nine  o'clock, 
I  ordered  the  carabineers,  and  part  of  the  dismounted  9th  light 
dragoons,  about  500  men,  lo  provcod  with  two  ^runfs,  from  tfiieir 
advanced  position  in  ihe  town,  down  the  centre  streets,  hoping 
by  this  movement  to  produce  a  diversion  in  favour  of  the  attack- 
ing columns,  and  to  enable  them  to  open  a  comiaiinication — 
before  their  return  I  had  di-^patcliod  Captain  Foster,  one  of  my 
Aids-de-Camp,  to  endeavour  to  procure  intelligence.  Mv  staff 
were  employed  in  various  direction?,  eiuicavourin^  tf)  ascertain 
what  was  the  result  of  the  attacks;  and  upon  the  return  of  the 
carabineers,  about  half  past  ten,  aJter  their  repulse,  ap.d  takinsr  up 
a  position  in  the  town,  in  advance  of  the  one  ihev  had  .it  fir?t 
occupied,  I  attain  repeatedly  dispatched  Captain  rosier,  au  v^rSc<:r 
of  long  service  and  experience;  into  the  town,  with  directions  to 
endeavour  to  ascertain  the  situation  of  tl»e  attacks,  and  open  a 
communication  to  either  flank  :  anxiouslv  and  nio!iient.iriIv  ex- 
pecting,  in  the  meantime,  accoimts  from  some  of  the*;e  columns : 
but  certainly  noer  entertaining  the  slightest  apprehension  ol 
what  had  actually  taken  place  on  two  points  of  the  aiiack,  c>r  ih^- 
danger  whioh  threatened  another.     It  is  not  my  inteuiion  to  ti::er 
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into  any  detailed  comments  upon  all  the  attacks ;  but  I  must  re- 
quest the  very  serious  and  particular  attention  of  the  Court  to 
some  observations  upon  the  most  important  of  them,  and  must 
also  recall  to  their  recollections  some  geuenil  observations  upon 
the  nature  and  plan  of  the  attack,  and  the  orders  for  it ;  with  the 
explanation  given  by  General  Gower  in  answer  to  General  Lum- 
ley's  question.  I  anxiously  request  the  attention  of  the  Court  to 
tlus  part  of  the  case,  because  it  is  most  important,  indeed  almost 
the  only  reallv  important  part  of  the  case  for  your  consideration  in 
a  military  point  of  view  ;  and  still  more,  as,  from  an  implied  and 
distant  insmuation  in  the  charge,  conveyed  under  the  worda 
*'  personal  exertion  "  (which  have  been  so  often  repeated,  and 
sometimes  with  such  peculiar  emphasis,  in  the  course  of  the  trial), 
it  most  deeply  afiects  my  personal  character  and  conduct.  I  also 
request  the  particular  attention  of  the  Court  to  it,  because  I  think 

^  I  shall  clearly  establish,  that  the  charge  preferred  against  me,  of 
hot  co-operating  with,  or  supporting,  the  different  divisions 
engaged,  and  the  consequence  stated  in  the  charge,  of  their  sur- 
rendering for  want  of  such  aid  and  support,  is  completely  founded 
on  a  misconception  of  the  nature  of  the  case,  of  the  plan  of  attack, 
and  of  the  relative  situations  of  myself  as  Commander  in  Chief, 
and  of  the  officers  leading  the  different  columns.  I  think  I  shall 
prove  that  the  third  charge  is  founded  on  an  assumption  of  that 
which  had  no  existence  ;  and  is  not  applicable  to  the  nature  of 
the  case;  and  that  it  falls  short  in  not  stating  the  only  circum- 
stances upon  which  such  a  charge,  with  reference  to  the  nature  ol^ 
the  assault  on  the  town,  could  be  founded.  This  view  of  the  case, 
which  I  feel  satisfied  I  shall  show  to  the  Court  to  be  the  only  just 
and  proper  one,  it  is  obvious,  from  the  course  of  examination, 
has  never  once  occurred  to  the  prosecutor.  It  certainly  did  not 
occur  to  him  when  the  charges  were  preferred  against  me,  or  thev 
would  have  been  diffcroiitly  framed ;  and  I  thmk  the  Court  iv\\\ 
see,  that  it  has  not  occurred  to  him  since.  In  order  to  explain 
this  mode  of  considering  the  ca.se,  I  must  call  the  attention  of  the 
Court  to  the  nature  and  arrangejpent  of  the  plan.  The  attack, 
as  the  Court  will  have  seen,  was  to  avoid  the  centre  streets ;  and 
the  directions,  therefore,  were  7iot  to  persevere  in  spite  of  ob- 
stacles, but  to  pursue  the  main  object,  that  of  getting  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  river,  or  as  far  in  advance  towards  it  as  possible. 
The  columns  of  the  left  win^  therefore,  were,  in  case  ofnieeting 
with  obstacles,  to  incline  and  take  the  next  practicable  streets  to 
the  left  of  those  in  which  they  met  with  obstacles,  and  the 
columns  of  the  ;v^A/ wing,  the  streets  to  the  tight :  the  effect  of 

.  which  necessarily  was  to  avoid  attacking  the  centre  and  majn  de- 
fences, if  thev'  presented  formidable  obstacles  to  our  advance,  aild* 
to  establish  aTme  of  stations  on  the  houses  or  commanding  build- 
ings near  .the  river,  on  the  flanks  of  the  main  defences  of  the 
enemy  i  which  stations  would^  if  the  orders  had  bt^u  ^^vxt^w^^^ 
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have  occupied  the  town  on  each  flank  of  the  defences  of  the 
cncniv,  approachinn:  nearer,  or  being  further  from  the  centre,  in 
prop()rru;i  as  any  ol^stacles  in  the  streets  might  make  it  neces- 
sary to  incline  more  or  less  towards  the  flanks  ;  and  these  attacks 
must  necessarily  have  cominuiiicated  with,  and  supported  each 
other;  and,   in  tact,  if  the  buildings  could  have   been  occupied 
in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  orders,  would  have  been    in  actual 
contact  with  each,  with  no  other  intervals  than  the  breadths  of 
the  intersecting  streets.      The  Court  will  observe,  by  referring  to 
the   orders,  that  four  regiments  on  the  left,  under  Sir  Samuel 
Achmuty  and  General  Lumley,  namely,  the  87th,  5th,  36lh,  and 
88th,  were  divided  into  wings,  constituting,  therefore,  eight  dif- 
ferent columns  of  attack,  exclusive  of  the  3Sth,  which  was  to 
attack  the  Tauros  from  the  rear ;  and   thv  brigade  under  General 
Craufurd,  and  the  45th,  under  Colonel  Guard,  were  divided,  as 
the  Court  have  heard,  into  four  colunms  of  attack  3  which,  by 
the  division  of  Colonel  Pack's  corps,  became  five;  and   if  the 
Court  will  refer  to  the  plan  of  the  town,  they  ^^ill  find,  that,  v^ith 
the  exception  of  the  two  streets  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  centre 
of  the  square  of  Buenos  Ayres,  which  were  purposely  avoided, 
all  the  streets   were  occupied   by  our  columns.       The    orders 
distinctly  stated,  that  each  division  was  to  go,   if  possible  (which 
term  was  explained,  as  has  been  stated  m  answer  to  General 
Lumley's  question,   given  in  the  presence  of  all   the  oflScers)| 
straight  down   the   street  before  it,   until  it  arrived   at  the  last 
square  of  houses,  near  the  river  Plata;  of  which  the  columns 
were  to  possess  themselves,  and  on  the  tops  of  which  they  were 
to  form. 

The  Court  will  recollect,  that  the  sides  of  the  squares  of  houses 
are  140  yards;  and  it  is  therefore  obvious  that,  if  tlie  boildinc:*  ;ind 
houses  had  been  occupied  according  to  the  order-,  the  dintrent 
divisions  c\ould  ha^e  been  iw)t  tndv  \Kithin  reach  of  communica- 
tion and  sup[)ort,  but  actu:..iy,  as  I  have  before  stated,  in  contact 
wiih  each  other.       It  is  putVctly  clear,  therefore,    that  ihi-v  were 
t(^l()()k  to  each  other  f(T  co-operation  and  support.      Let  me  nn* 
consider  the  supposition.  <jr  rather  assumption,  in  tlie  third  cVane* 
that  the  different  divisions  c  imaged  in  the  attack  were  to  hH.)k  to 
the  ceutre,  or  the  reserve,  for  c**-operalion,  aid,  and  support;  for 
upon  this  assnmption  the  charge,  and  almost  all  the  evidence,  ii 
founded.       [f  this  apsumpti(m  is  not  warranted    either  bv  the 
orders   or  the   circumstances,   the  third  charge  is  founded,'  as  I 
have    before  tiii:ges*«d,   on   a  complete   n)isconceptioii  of  ibe 
caso.     'Jo  a  ch  \\'*a\\  i!iis  j)oint,  1  must  request  tt^e  Court  to  look 
to  the  di  triljution  of  liie  force  under  my  conuiiand,  and  the 
comparative'  strength  and  relative  positions  of  the  different  di- 
visions, hotli  in  attack,  and  in  the  centre,  and  in  the  roene. 
There  were  tbuiteen  divisions  of  attack  ;  the  3Sth  regiment 
jentire ;  the  others  consisting  of  wings  of  regiments,  includirg 
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(with  the  exception  of  a  company  of  the  88th,  left  at  head« 
quarters  to  guard  the  hospital  and  prisoners)  all  the  iiifantiry  of 
the  army :  in  the  centre,  advanced  into  the  town,  were  the  cara- 
biiieer^,  and  part  of  the  ytli  light  dragoons,  consisting  of  about 
600  men ;  250  of  the  carabineers  armed  with  tlie  old  carabines. 
With  myself  at  the  Coral,  and  with  the  artillery,  a  reserve  not 
exceeding  1 50  of  the  dismounted  9th  light  dragoons,  and  about 
30  of  the  1 7th  light  dragoons  mounted,  was  it  possible  with  this 
force  to  have  co-operated  with,  or  supported,  all  the  attacks, 
could  it  have  been  divided  so  as  to  have  supported  with  any 
effect  each  wing ;  could  it,  in  fact,  if  divided,  or  even  if  united, 
have  effectually  co-operated  with,  or  supported,  the  different 
columns,  by  any  attack  through  the  town.  The  attack  made  by 
the  carabineers  and  the  Pth  light  dragoons,  from  the  centre, 
proves  that  we  could  not  have  penetrated  through  the  town. 
Could  any  of  the  ofBcers  commanding  divisions  of  the  attack, 
seeing  this  distribution  of  the  force  in  the  orders,  have  at  all 
looked  to  the  centre  or  reserve  for  co-operation,  unless  particu- 
larly called  on  for  support,  and  unless  the  necessity  of  its  being 
given  was  supported  by  those  who  required  it  ?  Was  it  not  ob«> 
vious  that  they  moved  and  acted  in  the  attack  in  immediate 
communication  with  each  other,  and  that  the  object  was  to  form 
a  connected  line  of  station  on  the  houses  and  buildings  near  the 
Plata,  mutually  communicating  with  and  supporting  each  other, 
and  occupying  the  river  hne  of  the  town  on  each  flank  of  the 
centre  defence'  of  the  enemy.  I  will  now  proceed  to  apply 
these  obsen'ations  to  the  divisions  which  surrendered,  and 
whose  surrender,  for  want  of  aid  and  support,  is  imputed  to  me 
as  a  crime  ;  w^th  what  justice  will  be  for  the  Court  hereafter  to 
determine.  The  Court  will  find  it  proved,  by  the  evidence  of 
Xieutenant-Colonels  Pack  and  Cadogan,  that  each  of  their  di- 
visions turned  to  the  left^  instead  of  their  right.  General  Crau* 
furd  also  appears  to  have  turned  to  his  /<//,  and  advanced,  as  he 
stated,  towards  the  fort;  and,  if  I  do  not  mistake  the  evidence 
of  Colonel  Duff  and  Major  Vandeleur,  they  seem  to  have  acted 
in  a  similar  manner  on  tfie  left ;  but  the  evidence  on  this  subject 
is  not  very  precise.  It  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  it  was  not 
until  they  approached  close  to  the  centre  defence  of  the  town 
that  they  encountered  the  formidable  opposition  which  has 
been  described,  or  sustained  any  serious  loss ;  and  it  is  obviou^ 
that  in  this  deviation  from  the  intention  and  spirit  of  the  orders, 
as  explained  in  presence  of  tl>e  officers,  in  answer  to  General 

'Lumfey's  quest ion^  the  corps  so  engaged  lost  the  support  of  the 

columns  on  their  flanks,  oecame  entangled  in   the  obstacles 

thet^  were  directed  to  avoid,  and  were  ultimately  obliged  to  sur- 

•"Jlpft'Sdch  •  It  is  also  necessary  that  the  Court  should  observe,  that 

*"those  corps  of  the  left  wing,  which  made  no  such  deviation^ 

'  preserved  their  connexion  with  each  other,  and  ultimately  find- 
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ing  the  obstacle^  so  fonnidable,  and  the  resistance  so  much 
^eater  than  had  been  foreseen,  they  retired  to  the  left  flank, 
and  took  post  atjthc  Tauros.  Colonels  Pack  and  Cadoean  both 
state,  that,  having  found  no  opposition  as  they  proceeded  until 
they  came  within  sight  of  the  river,  they  turned  to  look  for  the 
enemy,  is  the  expression  of  one  of  them,  moving  directly  on 
towards  the  great  square,  which  it  was  never  intended  they 
should  approach ;  and  in  this  attempt  they  suffered  the  dreadful 
loss  which  has  been  stated  :  but  even  although  they  myst  bare 
considered  themselves  as  having  encountered  an  obstacle, 
against  which  it  was  impossible  to  hope  to  be  able  to  persevere 
with  any  chance  of  success,  instead  of  moving  towards  the 
right,  as  stated  in  the  orders,  and  explained  by  the  answers 
giVen  publicly  to  General  Lumley,  they  persevere,  and  fall  a 
sacrifice. 

Having  applied  these  observations  generally  to  Colonel  C»- 
dogan,  as  well  as  Colonel  Pack  and  General  Craufurd,  I  think  it 
but  justice  to  remark,  that  Colonel  Cado^rau  did  not  command  a 
column  under  the  orders,  but  was  directed  to  lead  a  separate 
division  by  Colonel  Pack,  and  must  therefore  be  considered  as 
acting  under  the  immediate  orders  of  a  superior  officer ;  and  the 
persevering  resolution  and  gallantry  with  which  he  held  out, 
until  he  was  compelled  by  overpowering  numbers  to  surrender, 
must  for  ever  prevent  the  misfortunes  of  that  day  from  produc- 
ing any  recollection,  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  but  such  as 
must  be  gratifying  to  a  soldier.  General  Craufurd  also  states^ 
tiiat  upon  arriving  at  the  banks  of  the  Plata,  and  opening  the 
bastion  of  the  fort,  he  turned  to  the  left,  and  advanced  towards 
the  fort;  and  when  he  had  so  done,  instead  of  occupying 
buildings,  or  the  tops  of  the  squares  of  the  houses  along  the 
line  of  the  river,  which  would  have  connected  him  with  the  Re- 
sidentia,  and  enabled  him  at  any  time  to  communicate  or  re- 
treat,' more  particularly  if  the  divisions  under  Colonels  Cado- 
gan  and  Pack  bad  also  occupied  buildings  on  the  same  line,  he 
throws  not  only  his  own  division,  but  tliac  of  Colonel  Guard,  and 
part  of  Colonel  Pack's,  into  one  building,  at  the  distance  of  one. 
square  from  the  river,  and  there  remains  to  wait  for  support. 
Let  me  now  ask  the  Court  to  examine  the  order,  the  plan  of  at- 
tack, and  the  evidence,  and  see  on  what  ground  it  ^\'as  that  he 
was  led  to  pursue  this  course.  Did  it  originate  either  in  the 
letter  or  spirit  of  the  orders?  on  the  contrary,  was  it  not  a  di- 
rect deviation  from  both  ?  On  arriving  at  the  banks^  of  the 
Plata,  he  moves  to  the  left,  unites  the  detachments  of  the  other 
division  with  his  own,  and  throws  the  whole  into  one  building, 
instead  of  keeping  the  divisions  separate,  and,  according  to  the 
orders,  occupying  the  roofs  of  the  houses  or  buildings  near  the 
Plata.  I  must  also  request  the  Court  to  observe,  that  this 
.  building  was  deliberately  occupied  at  between  seven  and  eight 
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o'clock  in  the  morning,  not  under  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  as  an 
immediate  protection  to  the  troops,  as  was  the  case  in  one,  or 
two  of  the  other  instances,  and  not  from  any  difficulty  in  occu- 
pying otlier  buildings,  as  directed  by  the  order,  for  it  appears 
that  no  sucU  attempt  was  made,  but  was  taken  possession  of  as 
a  post  to  inaintain.  Part  of  the  4.5th,  "as  the  Court  have  heard, 
went  to  the  Kesidentia,  though  Colonel  Guard  came  back  with  a 
strong  company,  and  may  therefore  be  fairly  considered  as 
l>ringing  a  column  for  one  of  the  streets ;  and  if  the  order  had 
been  pursued  of  retiring  from*  the  obstacles,  Colonels  Pack  and 
Cado^an's  division  would,  in  retiring  from  the  centre,  haveap- 
proacncd  more  towards  the  Kesidentia,  and,  by  a  correspondent 
movement,  pushed  General  Ci*aufurd's  also  to  the  right,  and 
placed  the  several  corps  in  such  relative  position  as  would  have 
necessarily  produced  the  effect  intended  oy  the  plan  and  orders, 
of  their  mutually  communicating  and  co-operating  with  and 
supporting  each  other,  which  would  havQ  secured,  at  any  time, 
a  retreat  upon  the  flank.  Instead  of  pursuing  in  this  respect 
the  spirit  of  the  orders,  or  the  letter  of  them,  still  less  the  ex- 
planation of  them  by  General  Gower,  Brigadier- General  Crau- 
furd  throws  himselr  into  a  post  close  to  the  defences  of  the 
enemy,  waiting,  as  he  says,  for  support,  and  makes  no  attempt, 
although  not  surroundecf,  or  even  seriously  attacked,  for  some 
,  hours  after  he  took  possession  of  the  post,  to  establish,  or  keep 
open,  any  communication,  either  witn  Colonel  Cadogan  or  the 
Kesidentia,  although  he  knew  from  Colonel  Pack,  that  Colonel 
Cadogan  must  be  in  momentary  danger,  and  from  Colonel 
Guard  that  the  Kesidentia  was  occupied  by  our  troops.  In 
what  part  of  the  orders  is  it  to  be  found,  that  the  support  so  often 
alluded  to  was  to  be  given  ?  from  what  part  of  them  was  it  to  be 

£  resumed  that  it  was  promised,  or  was  to  be  expected,  or  could 
e  given  ?  If  I  had  known  he  was  in  danger  (upon  which  I  will 
'  observe  hereafter),  whatever  might  have  been  the  original  plan, 
or  whether  that  danger  had  origmated  in  any  deviation  from  or- 
ders or  not,  I  admit  most  fully  that  it  would  have  been  my  duty 
to. have  moved,  with  every  man  I  could  collect,  to  his  support: 
but  the  real,  question  i^,  whether  it  was  my  duty  to  have  known 
tliat  he  had  acted  contrary  to  the  orders,  or  was  compelled  by 
circumstances  so  to.aet,  and  had  taken  such  a  post?  When  I 
^  state  so  strongly  these  deviations  from  orders,  I  beg  I  may  not 
be  supposed  by  the  Court  to  insist  that  General  Craufurd  may 
not  have  been  compelled  by  circumstances  to  deviate  from  the 
orders;  but  if  that  was  the  case,  he  must  have  been  aware  that 
it  was  peculiarly  necessary  that  I  should  be  apprised  of  these 
circumstances,  to  enable  me  to  decide  upon  the  steps  proper  to 
be  taken  in  consequence  of  the  impossibility  of  carrying  the 
plan  into  effect  on  that  flank.  The  resistance  opposed  on  that 
flank  may  have  made  it  impracticable  to  carry  the  orders  into 
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complete  execution,  and  be  might  exercise  a  sound  militait 
discretion  in  occupying  a  post  near  to  the  centre  deieiices  of 
theenc;m\%  for  the  purpose  of  attracting  the  attention  of  apart 
of  tlioir  mrce ;  hut  ought  he  not  when  he  occupied  this  placf 
to  have  immediately  ascertained  what  were  his  means  either  of 
maiutnininrr  it  or  retreating  from  it;  and  when  be  found,  as  of 
course  he  must,  that  it  was  not  tenable  for  an^  length  of  time, 
and  that  the  entrance  was  too  narrow  to  admit  of  rorcinga  rf» 
treat  if  tlic  enemy  collected  and  surrounded  hin>,  to  have  re- 
ported to  me  tliis  unavoidable  deviation  from  orders,  and  Im 
perilous  situation.  It  is  obvious  that  for  some  hours  after  en- 
tering it  he  could,  by  means  even  of  Colonel  Guard^s  detach- 
ment, have  much  more  easily  opened  a  communication  with  me 
than  I  c^ould  with  him  ;  but  if  he  had  found  that  such  communi- 
cation could  not  be  opened,  and  that  he  had  no  means  of  ap- 
prising me  of  his  situation,  ought  he  not  then  to  have  secured 
the  means  of  retreat  ?  I  earnosily  entn^at  the  attention  of  the 
Court  to  thc^e  oliservations,  as  ei>nstiluring  tlie  real  point  for 
your  deliberation,  with  reference  to  the  great  features  of  the 
third  cliarge ;  for  however  a  false  confidence,  as  to  the  suc- 
cess of  tl)0  attacks,  or  a  momentary  ex[)ectatian  of  receiving 
reports,  may  have  le<l  me  to  permit  very  precious  time  to  elapse 
before  I  tw)k  steps  toeommnnicute  with  the  flanks,  and  with  no 
other  parts  coul'l  I,  as  I  will  show  hcnafter,  have  communicat- 
ed. On  findiii'Mhat  no  reports  arrived,  it  cannot  be  imputed 
tome  as  a  crime  vluu  I  did  not,  eiihcr  personally  or  otlienvi-je, 
jiipport  the  (lifVerent  divisions  ent^dgtvl  in  the  attack,  and  that 
I  therci)y  piTniitted  th<Mn  to  snvren'kr,  unless  it  can  be  shotn 
that  I  had  promised  sujjpnrt  and  failed  to  give  it ;  that  tl>eplan 
was  foundf^dupon  it,  and  I  neglected  to  pcrfonn  my  part  in  the 
plan;  or  that  I  knew  timt  support  was  wanted,  ana  omhted. 
either  perNonidly  or  othenvise,  to  alford  it;  or  that  I  necessarilt 
ought  to  have  known  it,  and  failed  in  proper  exertion  either  to 
f^ive  or  send  it.  Still  less  (Mijjht  I  to  suifer  for  failures  occasi'rn- 
ed  by  others,  or  be  snl)ie<'t  to  imputations  from  those  who  hav* 
fallen  a  sac  rilice  to  their  own  deviation  from  orders,  or  want  of 
caution,  ])ut  who  are,  nevertheless,  as  the  Court  will  have  seen, 
the  most  torward  to  make  me  the  object  of  attack,  ami  my  con- 
duct towards  them  tiie  subject  of  co'.nplaint.  I  will  now  Vetun 
|o  the  centre,  aiid  will  request  the  Court  to  advert  to  the 
number  and  description  of  tfie  force  I  had  \s\\\\  nic,  as  a  com- 
plete proof  that  the  plan  wasnot  formed,  nor  could,  by  any  per- 
son \Uiokn*>w  the  details  of  the  army,  ami  the  strenirth  of  the 
corps  of  which  it  consisted,  be  supposed  to  be  founded  upon  anv 
principle  of  co-operation  or  support  from  the  centre.  The  cennre 
was  occuf^ied  by  the  least  effective  troops  in  the  amny,  anJ  the 
force  left  there  could  hardly  be  considered  as  more  than  equal  x? 
tnsiiring  the  safety  of  the  guns^  the  hospital*  and  prisonert; 
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fjiA  opposing  a  resistance  to  any  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  force 
their  way  out  of  the  centre  of  the  to\vn,*in  consequence  of  the  flank 
attacks,  which  (as  Captain  Fraser  has  stated)  we  apprehended 
would  be  the  probable  effect  of  those  attacks.     Consider  this  in 
another  point  of  view  : — If  the  flower  of  the  army,  penetrating  itt 
parallel    lines   in  streets  only  140  yards  from   eacn  other,  and 
therefore  mutually  within    the  reacn  of  supporting  each  other, 
could  not  maintain  their  ground,  or  make  any  impression,  what 
was  ft)  be  expected  from  the  whole  disposable  force  of  150  dis- 
mounied  dragoons  at  the  Coral,  and  about  550  or  600  advanced 
in  the  centre  of  the  town.     Even  if  I  ha-  considered  the  latter  as 
ilisposable,  for  it  is  impossible  to  reckon  the  several  scattered  de- 
tachments, extending  along  the  whoie  line  at  distant  intervals, 
and  not  even  in  sight,  or  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  oa 
that  day  as  disposable;  it  is  clear,  that  the  columns  of  attack 
would  have  less  difficulty  in  communicating  and  resorting  to  me, 
than   I   should  have  in  sending  to   them.      These  corps  were 
Stronger,  particularly  General  Craufurd's,  which  consisted  of  the 
best  troops  in  the  army :  they  had  also,  without  meeting  with 
any  resistance,  passed  over  and  knew  the  ground;  and  General 
Craufurd  had  with  him  an  experienced  oracer,  well  acquainted 
with  the  whole  town.     General  Gower   states,  and  I  certainly 
considered,  that  all  the  brigadiers  knew  where  I  was  stationeo, 
andt  lat  they  were  to  report.     General  Craufurd,  at  all  events,  is 
■proved,  by  his  own  evidence,  to  have  known  where  I  was  j  and 
upon  such  an  extraordinary  deviation  from  the  p]an  of  attack, 
and  occupying  a  post  which  was  not  tenable,  and  precluded  a 
fctreat,  ought  he  not    whatever  had  been  the  orders,  if  any  had 
liten  given  upon   that  subject)  to  have  immediately  communi* 
cated  his  situation  to  me,  and  asked  for  support  or  orders  ?    If  I 
bad  then  refused  or  neglected  to  send  it,  if  I  had  not  instantly 
put  myself  at  the  head  of  every  man  I   could  collect,  and  at- 
tempted, at  the  expense  of  any  sacrifice,  to  give  "him  support,  the 
Brigadier- General  might  then  have  been  justified  in  deliberately 
charging  me  ^vith  abandoning  him ;  but,  unless  I  have  b6th 
'totally  misconceived  the  plan  of  attack,  the  object  and  spirit,  and 
even  letter  of  the  orders,  and  our  relative  situations,  it  would 
have  been  both  more  decorous  and  more  prudent  in  a  witness. 
Standing  in  the  situation  of  giving  evidence  to  exculpate  him- 
self, in  which  situation  he  and  some  others  have  stood,  to  have 
avoided  giving,  at  the  commencement  of  his  evidenee,  so  strong 
a  proof  of  personal  feeling  upon  the  subject,  by  making  a  charge 
against  his  General  so  injurious,  and,  as  I  trust  T  snail  prove 
it  to  the  Court,  so  unfounded.     I  am  proud  to  feel  and  know, 
that  I  have  not  deserved  it ;  for  whatever  I  may  now  have  been 
compelled,  by  this  attempt  to  impeach  my  character,  to  state  in 
my  defence,  and  whatever  I   may  have  felt  upon  this  subject 
iinmediately  after  the  traosaction,  I  have  most  cautiously  ab- 
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Gained,  upon  principles  both  of  honour  and  feeling,  from  at- 
tempting to  exculpate  myself  at  the  expense  of  others;  though  I 
am  well  aware  that  I  might,  by  so  doings  have  had  no  difficdtVi 
at  least  in  diverting  much  of  the  popular  clamour  which  has  bm 
directed  against  myself;  a  sentiment  I  have  always  disdained  to 
entertain,  or  act  upon. 

To  return,  however,  from  this  digression,  which,  I  hope,  the 
Court  will  forgive,  and  attribute  to  the  feelings  which  could  not 
but  be  excited  by  the  occasion  : — 

The  Court  has  heard  that,  after  the  unsuccessful  attempt  of 
the  9th  light  drasroons,  and  the  carabineers,  and  afterwards  of 
Captain  Foster,  either  to  open  a  communication  or  ascertain  the 
situation  of  the  attacking  columns,  a  report  was  brought  to  the 
centre,  about  one  o*clock,  that  the  colours  of  the  fort  wen 
struck ;  and  Colonel  Torrens  was  sent  down  to  ascertain  the  fact; 
and  while  he  was  absent,  I  rode  to  Mr.  White's  house  (the  ab« 
sencc  alluded  to  by  General  Gower),  in  the  full  conviction  (as  I 
could  prove,  if  it  was  necessary),  tliat  the  town  had  surrendered 
I  mention  this  circumstance  (and  beg  also  to  call  the  recollection 
of  the  Court  to  the  evidence  of  both  General  Craufurd  and  Colo- 
nel Pack  on  that  head,  who  both  state,  that  when  the  first  flag 
of  truce  came  to  them  about  that  period,  they  were  satisfied  th^t 
it  was  a  flag  to  surrender  the  town),  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
the  general  impression  entertained  at  that  moment  as  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  attack ;  and  as  much  more  conclusiTC  in  proving  the 
feelings  entertained  upon  the  subject  at  the  time,  than  all  the  evi- 
dence which  has  now,  after  the  result,  been  given,  or  which  now 
could  be  given. 

I  call  the  recollection  of  the  Court  to  this  evidence,   as  com- 
pletcly  confirming  that  which  has  been  given  upon  this  head, 
when  we  returned  to  head-quarters;  and  to  prove,   bcvond  all 
doubt,  that  it  was  the  general  feeling  at  the  time.      If  General 
Craufurd,  who  had   felt  obliged  to  tr.row  himself  into    the  St. 
Domingo  convent,  and  Colonel  Pack,  who  had  suffered  so  se- 
verely in  his  approach  to  the  centre  defences  of  the  town,  and 
had  found  it  impossible  to  make  any  impression  upon  them,  enter- 
tained that  idea,  and  thought  that  the  possession  of  posts  so  close 
to  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  the  other  attacks,  had  produced 
such  an  impression  upon  the  enemy  ;  tnay  not  I,  at  a  greater  dis- 
tance, with  no  suspicion  of  any  disaster,  and  not  aware  of  the 
desperate  nature  of  the  resistance,  be  allowed,  in  common  candour, 
to  have  entertained  the  same  impression  ?    And  can  it  be  said, 
that  with  an  army  from  whose  exertions  every  thing  might  be 
expected,  and  not  contemplating  the  possibility  of  such  a  defence, 
I  was  actuated  by  a  blind  and  infatuated  confidence  ?   Is  it  the 
first  instance  in  our  militar\'  historv,  in  which  the  resistance  of 
an  enemy  has  been  underrated,  and   the  efforts  of  our  troops 
over-rated  ?  I  need  mention  only  the  attacks^  by  Lord  Nelson, 
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upon  Tcneriffe,  and  of  the£un-boats  oS  Boulogne;  uhieh  I  se« 
kct  as  a  proof,  that  even  the  transcendent  talent,  intuitive  fore- 
fight,  and  consummate  prudence,  of  the  greatest  oommander  re- 
corded in  our  history,  were  not  always  able  to  avoid  the  con- 
sequences of  a  miscalculation  in  this  respect.  I  ask  only  the* 
candid  and  liberal  allowance  of  the  Court  upon  this  head ;  and 
that  they  will,  in  interpreting  my  conduct  on  that  day,  give  me 
the  benefit  of  the  motives  which  might  fairly  operate,  and  which 
did  actually  operate,  upon  my  mind. 

-  Immediately  on  the  return  of  Colonel  Torrens,  I  proposed  to 
open  a  communication  with  the  flanks,  and  sent  Major  Cossley 
to  the  right,  and  immediately  afterwards  Captain  Wnittingham 
to  the  left :  with  the  latter  I  sent  a  party,  which  it  was  supposed 
wpuld  enable  him  to  ascertain  the  situation  of  the  columns  on 
that  flank.  I  may  be  asked,  why  I  did  not  also  send  another  de- 
tachment to  the  right  ?      I  will  candidly  state  the  reason  ;  I  was 

.unwilling  to  withdraw  the  carabineers  and  9th  from  the  centre, 
and  still  more  to  detach  from  the  very  small  party  at  the  Coral, 
and  leave  the  guns  not  sufliciently  protected  :  but  more  than  all 
these  considerations,   which  certainly  would  have  immediately 

"  given  way  to  any  suspicion  of  the  danger  of  the  right,  I  was 
actuated  oy  a  confidence  that  the  right  was  safe,  and  a  much. 
Stronger  anxiety  to  know  the  situation  of  the  left.  I  think  that  I 
can  satisfy  the  Court  that  these  impressions^  as  to  the  compara- 
tive situation  of  the  right  and  left,  were,  at  the  time,  such  as  I 
could  not  but  form  from  the  circumstances :  entreating  the  Court 
to  bear  in  mind  the  confidence  which  I  and  others  still  enter- 
tained as  to  the  success  of  the  attack ;  or,  at  all  events,  the 
absence  of  all  suspicion  that  any  mischance  had  happened. 

The  Court  will  recollect  that  we  had  distinguished  (as  late  in  the 
day  as  any  observation  could  be  made,  the  weather  being,  as  has 
been  stated,  thick  and  hazy),  that  two  commanding  buildino-s  on 
the  right  were  in  our  possession ;  and  as  we  could  not  distinguish 
the  imermediale  houses,  and  knew  that  the  force  on  that  side  had 
been  divided  into  four  columns,  I  naturally  concluded,  that  the  in- 
terval was  occupied  by  some  of  the  columns,  and  that  they  neces- 
sarily were  in  a  condition  tocommunicate  and  co-operate  with,  and 
support  each  other;  and  I  considered  that  which  proved  to  be  St. 
Domingo  church  as  the  nearest  part  of  the  line  occupied  by  our 
troops  towards  the  centre;  and  from  that  building,  as  has  been 

J  proved,  we  saw  our  men  firing  as  long  as  we  could  distinguish  ob- 
ccts  in  the  town.  On  the  left,  where  there  wore  also  high  build- 
ings beween  the  fori  and  the  Tauros,  we  saw  no  flag  but  that  on 
the  Tauros';  'although  eight  columns,  besides  the  38th,  had 
advanced  in  that  direction.  If,  .therefore,  I  had  suspected  any 
serious  failure,  I  should  have  unavoidably  looked  to  the  left,  as 
the  place  where  it  had  happened  ;  and  as  that  was,  from  its  being 
the  point  of  communication  with  the  shipping,  the  most  impor- 
tant fiank,  t  b!ive  ho  hesitation  in  avowing  (and  I  think,  after  what  I 
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ftatcJ,  the  Court  will  red  that  it  would  have  been  ttie  natani 
course  to  pursue)  that,  if  an  impatience  at  not  hearing  any  inteU 
lig.nce,  or  the  not  being  able  to  open  any  communication,  had 
induced  me  to  leave  the  centre  before  any  reports  arrived  there; 
or  if  it  had  occurred  to  myself  or  others,  that  a  great  efibn  was  to 
be  made,  and  wiiat  force  we  had  was  to  be  assembled,  and  I  wa» 
to  put  myself  at  the  head  of  it,  to  endeavour  to  restore  the  for* 
tunes  of  the  day,  I  should  most  inevitably  have  taken  the  wrong 
direction,  and  gone  to  the  left,  instead  of  the  right,  in  a  full  con- 
viction, from  seeing  the  two  flags,  and  knowing  that  the  number 
of  squares  on  that  side  were  less  than  on  the  other  side  of  the 
town,  that  the  attack  had  succeeded  on  our  right;  and  that  we 
had  occupied  the  line  on  the  enemy's  left  flank,  but  had  failed  an 
the  other  side.  The  return  of  Captain  Whittingham  proved  diat 
the  left  was  well  posted,  though  the  attacks  bad  failed  ;  and  thn 
Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  recommended  me  to  go  to  the  left,  but  not 
until  I  was  satisfied  as  to  the  right.  It  was  too  late  that  evening 
to  attempt  any  communication  with  the  right ;  and  I  therefofc 
resolved  not  to  proceed  to  the  left,  until  I  had  ascertained  the  situ* 
ation  of  the  right,  and  brought  up  Colonel  Mahon's  column ;  ui 
which  (as  has  been  proved  to  the  Court)  was  the  first  object  of 
attention  in  the  morning:  and  though  it  appeared,  in  answer lo 
the  question  of  the  Judge  Advocate,  that  I  did  allow  myseif 
something  to  eat,  and  that  we  lay  down  to  rest  ourselves  (thoudi 
it  will  not  be  supposed  my  sleep  was  very  sound),  it  should  ilfo 
be  recollected,  that  it  appeared  that  I  was  employed,  in  the  middle 
of  that  night, in  examining  the  guide,  and  setting  the  bearing  and 
distances  for  Captain  Whiiiinghanrs  rtconnoisance  the  next 
morning.  I  should  not  allude  to  so  trifling  a  circumstance  but 
for  the  purpose  of  repelling  the  insinuation  which  could  not  but 
be  intcndccl  to  be  conveyed  by  the  pointed  manner  in  which  that 
qijpslion  was  asked.  I  must  als-o  request  the  Court  to  recollect, 
thai  it  has  been  proved,  that  on  our  retiring  to  Mr.  W'hitc'i 
house,  thoui^h  naiurally  anxious  for  the  right,  no  suspicion  uiss 
entertained  by  any  officer  about  me  of  any  disaster  having 
happened  to  it;  but  that  we  retired  with  a  full  conviction  that 
it  was,  like  the  left,  safely  posted  :  and  i-ery  soon  after  dav- 
|i};ht  the  next  morning:,  I  n*ci!ivcd  the  letter  from  General 
Liniers,  stfitinu:  General  Craufurd's  surrender  :  but  havinc^  senfc 
Captain  Whittingham  to  the  right,  I  waited  until  between 
twelve  and  one  o\;lock  for  his  return,  before  1  went  to  tl« 
Tanros.  So  many  important  subjects  of  discnssiun  have  oc- 
curred as  to  this  day,  tfnit  I  nnist:,  before  I  quit  it,  shorilv  re- 
capiiulatt^thc  arguments,  which,  with  great  dcferonc{%  I  submit 
to  the  Court,  upon  t]ji<  charge  of  not  co-operatitig  with  or 
supporting  the  attacks,  whereby  sonic  of  the  coiuiun&  sur- 
rendered. 

I  trust  I  h^vc  satisfied  tlic  Court^  that  the  plan  was  not 
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founded  upoi^  support  from  khe  centre;  tliat  tiie  Brigadier- 
Generals  werc'Hot justified  in  expecting  it;  but  that,  firom  the 
nature  of  the  disj^sition,  they  would  nec<!ssarily,  on  arriving  at 
their  rcypective  stations,  co-operate  with  and  support  each 
other;  and  accordingly  it  was  so  understood,  and  acted  upon^ 
on  the  left ;  upDn  which  flank  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  moment 
Sir  Samuel  Achmtity.  found  that  he  could  not  penetrate  the 
street,  and  occupy  the  buildings,  as  directed  in  the  orders,  be 
posted  his  own  division,  and  immediately  proceeded  in  person 
to  establish  communication  with  the  other  divisions  of  j^at 
^'iog.  In  consequence  of  which,  when  finally  pre^ssed,  so  as 
to  make  it  obvious  that  no  benefit  could  result  from  attempting^ 
to  maintain  any  post  in  the  town,  the  whole  of  that  wing  (with 
the  exception  of  the  88th,  which  had  been  entangled  m  the 
vicinity  of  the  centre  defence  of  the  town),  returned  to  the 
flank,  and  took  post  at  the  Tauros.     If  I  have  succeeded  in  ex- 

{plaining  this  part  of  the  case,  it  is  clear  that  I  was  not  to  move 
jrom  the  centre  until  I  knew  of  some  object,  or  that  some 
point  wanted  support. — To  have  estimated  the  danger  of  Bri- 

fadier-Gcneral  Craufurd's  brigade  without  actual  information, 
must  have  foreseen,  that  he  and  those  with  him  would  to* 
felly  deviate  from  the  plan  of  attack,  or  that  it  was  inipractica* 
e  ;  that  he  would  occupy  a  post  not  tenable,  and  from  which 
tie  could  not  retreat ;  tliat  knowing  he  could  not  retiieat  from 
it,  he  would  suifer  himself  to  be  surrounded,  so  as  to  have  his 
inetreat  cut  off ;  and  that,  having  occupied  a  single  post  (and 
such  a  one ! )  with  his  own  division,  ana  detachments  from  two 
others,  instead  of  a  line  of  posts  mutually  supporting  each 
other,  he  would  not  send  to  apprise  me  of  his  intention,  but 
presume  upon  my  co-operation  or  support,  which  neitlier  was 

{promised,  nor  consisted  with  the  plan,  or  the  disposition  of  our 
orce;  and,  finally,  that  a  resistance,  of  which  there  is  no  ex- 
ample, would  be  made  by  the  inhabitants  of  an  open  town, 
against  so  formidable  a  body  of  disciplined  troops. 

It  has  been  asked,  where  was  Colonel  Mahon's  brigade?  and 
why  was  it  not  united  with  the  rest  of  the  army  r — And,  though 
it  has  not  been  asked,  why  the  attack  was  made  before  its  junc- 
tion ;  questions  having  a  similar  tendency,  have  been  put^ 
as  to  the  eft'ect  which  would  have  been  produ<:cd  if  it  had  taken 
part  in  the  attuck.  It  has  also  been  asked,  why  no  otlicr  ef- 
forts were  made  to  open  communications  ;  and  many  questions 
iiEve  been  pressed  as  to  the  practicabilitv  of  communicating 
either  by  the  centre  or  the  flanks.  It  has  also  been  asked,  why 
further  orders  were  not  sent  to  tlie  corps  in  the  toivn  ?  andf^ 
finally,  why  1  did  not  personally  collect  my  force,  and  put 
myself  at  their  head,  and  communicate  with  the  attacks  ? — t 
wiB  candidly  answer  all  these  questions :  and  although,  in  so 
doing,  I  camiot  acquit  mysdf  of  some  blame,  I  think  die  Court 
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will  feci  that  my  offence,  whatever  it  may  be,  is  of  a  descrip- 
tion that  cannot  be  said  to  attach  disgrace,  either  to  myself  gr 
my  profession,  or  my  country,  or  his  Majesty's  arms: — thitit 
neither  justifies  the  charge,  nor  the  odium  which  has  been  cast 
wpoii  me.     I  have  (in  common  with  others  who  have  gone  be- 
fore me),    in  a  trying  situation,  under  novel   circumstances, 
against  my  own  judgement,  adopted  a  plan  of  attack  which  has 
failed.   I  unfortunately  under-rated  the  resistance  of  the  enemy, 
and  estimated  too  highly  our  means  of  attack.     A  false  con- 
fidence (as  the  event  has  proved),  not  only  governed  the  prepa- 
ratory arrangements  for  the  attack,  but  operated  in  producing  all 
the  events  of  that  day.     Every  preparation,  every  occurrence 
of  that  day,  originatecf  in  the  supposition,  entertained  by  otben 
in  common  vvith  myself,  of  the  ultimate  success  of  the  plaa  / 
was  acting  under  that  impression  :  and  the  charges  areioanded 
upon  the  result,  and  not  upon  im})ression  derived  from  existii^ 
circumstances,  and  fro;n  what  those  with  me  saw  and  knew  at 
the  time !  I  was  waiting  for  reports  of  success,  that  I  might  send 
orders  to  take  advantage  of  it ;  and  my  actions,  which  were 
founded  on  a  conviction  that  no  possibiliry  existecl  of  a  fiilun*, 
are  scrutinized  as  if  1  had  known  of  tlie  peril  of  others,  and  had 
failed  to  perform  my  (hily  in  extricating  them !      I  athiiit  that, 
had  I  foreseen  the  lU^sjicrate  resistance  of  the  enemy,  1  should 
have  made  no  such  attack ;  or,  at  least,  should   have  waited 
until  Colonel  Mahon  came  uj),  and  availed  myself  of  all  tie 
force    in    my  ])ower.       It    hjis   been    asked,    whv  [    did  not 
avail  myself  of  his  brirrade  to  extricate  the  rio;ht  ?*The  answffi 
are,  that  I  never  suspected  that  it  wanted  that  assistance ;  and  if  it 
had.  Colonel  Mahon  did  not  cross  the  bridge  until  dusk.     I  was, 
in  the  confidence  of  Miccesi^,  wailing  for  reports;  while  the  ge- 
nerals, by  son)c  niisiindcrsianding,  state,  thrit  they  vpcre  waiting 
for  orders !  I  had  undtrsfood  that  General  Gowcr,  who  explain- 
ed to  thrm  the  details  upon  the  map,  had  given  orders  to  report; 
and  I  remained  at  the  Coral  for  that  purpose :   but,  independ- 
ent of  this,  the  Court  will  consider  whether,  under  ail  the  cir- 
cumstances, General  Craufurd,  who  certainly  did  know  whcft 
I  was,  ought  not    to   have    reported   his   situation;    which  kf 
might  have  done  for  three  hours  after  he  occupied  it.     With 
respect  to  the  facility  of  communication,  I  think  it  will  beJ- 
mittcd  after  the  attempt  of  the  carabineers,  that  it  could  notha« 
been  forced,  after  the  middle  of  the  day,  or  indeed  earlier,  through 
any  of  the  central  parts  of  the  town;  but  though  the  carabiiiwrij 
who  had  approached  the  centre  defences,  could  not  pcneirati:, 
I  did  not  necessarily  infer  disaster  to  the  columns,  which  ircrt 
directed  not  to  persevere  against  those  defences.     I  might  havt 
opened    a   communication  w-ith    the    flank  corps,  and  possibl? 
by  the  corps  at  the  Residentia,  if  I  had  applied  any  considerable 
portion  of  the  carabineers  and  the  9th  to  that  purpose}  a&dni> 
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doubt  can  be  entertained^  that  I  should  have  done  so,  if  I  had 
suspected  the  necessity.     Bnt  I  have  shown,  that  circumstanced 
led  me  to  conclude  (hat  the  right   had   succeeded    more  com* 
pletely  than  the  left.     U\r.»vi  the  subject  of  the  confidence  en- 
tertained in  the  success  of  the    attack,  I  think   the  Court  will 
feel  satisfied,  that  whatever  might  be  the   shades  of  diflerenccs 
of  opinion  as  to  the  plan  at  f/w  time  (for  I  deprecate  judgements 
formed  tuKV).  no  difference  oF  opinion  existed  as  to   its  succesy, 
and  no  apprehen  ion  of  its  failure.     This  has  been  proved  by 
various  officers  of  the  staff,  who  were  more  likely  than  all  others 
to  have  heard  any  such  opinion,  if  it  had  existed.     It  has  been 
proved,  that  though  my  second  in  command  was  with  me  the 
whole  day  (and  one  of  my  reasons  for  keeping  him  was,  that  the 
plan  had  been  considered  and  arranged  by  himself),  neither  he, 
nor  any  other  person,  either  fell  the  danger,  or  suspected  the  mis- 
fortune,   which    happened  ;    or  suggested  any   means,    founded 
upon   any    uich    suspicion;    but  that  they  were,  like   myself, 
expecting  every  moment  to  hear  of  our  columns  being  in  pos- 
session of  the   town.     No    measure,    therefore,    was  proposed 
or  suggested ;    and  we    retired    to    head-quarters    with    a   full 
confidence  in    the  safety  of   the    right.      Is  not  this    a   proof, 
from  facts  (more  stron^r  than  anv  evidence  subsequefTtly  given), 
of   the   impression    winch    then    existed  ?     To    conclude    this 
charge,  I  may  have  erred   in  adopting  a  plan  which  has  fail- 
ed;    I   may,  from  too  great  confidence  in  it,  have  neglect- 
ed to  take  all  the  precaution  necessary,  and  which  I  should 
have    taken,   could    I    liave  foreseen    the   resistance    which 
was  opppsed  to  us.     I  may,  under  this  impres.sion,  have  com- 
menceii  the  attack  before  I  had  concentrated  all  my  force  ;  and 
I  may  have  permitted  valuable  time,  on  the  morning  of  the 
5tb,  to  pass  by,  in  the  expectation  of  receiving  accounts  of 
our  columns  being  posted  :  and  acting  upon  the  impression  of 
the  moment,  and  which  I  felt  only  in  common  with  others,  as  to 
the  ultimate  success  of  the  attack,  I   may  not  have  taken 
steps  and   made  exertions  which  were  called  for  by  events 
of  which  I  had  no  knowk»dge.     The  Court  therefore,  1  trusty 
will  sec  that  whatever  blame  may,  in  their  judgement,  attach 
upon  my  conduct,  can  originate  only  in  my  not  having  fore- 
seen these  events,  in  an  error  of  judgement,  in  under-rating 
my  enemy's,  and  t(x)  liighly  estimating  my  own,  fonres ;  and 
that  the  charge,  therefore,  is  neither  applicable  to  the  case, 
Dor  the  circumstance  or  situation  in  whicu  1  was  placed. 

I  have  endeavoun^i  candidly,  and  1  hop;;  satisfactorily,  to 
put  the  Court  in  possession  of  the  causes  of  the  result  of  that 
day.  I'think  I  have  f>rovod,  that  the  misfortunes  which  have 
happened  were  produced  by  caust^s  having  no  connexion  with 
the  charge;  manv,  if  not  the  greater  part  of  them,  not  originat- 
ing in  my  conduct.     And  vet  I  liave  been  arraigned  for  nut 
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having  made,  although  it  was  in  my  power,  any  eRectual  at- 
tfiTipt,  bv  my  own  personal  exertion,  or  otherwise,  toco-operate 
with  or  support  tlie  ditforent  divisions  of  the  army,  when  en- 
gagetl  with  the  enemy ;  with  having  left  the  division  without 
aid  or  support,  and  thereby  compelled  them  tosurrenderi  and 
upon  this  charge  evidence  has  been  pressed  with  peculiar 
earnestness  (the  resnlt  has  shown  how  unjustly)  against  my  per- 
sonal character.  F'or  the  errors  I  may  have  committed  on  that 
day,  and  with  which  I  am  now  charged,  I  throw  mj'self  upon  the 
justice,  the  candour,  and  Hberaliry  of  the  Court,  satisfied,  that 
error  in  judgement  will  not  (after  the  numerous  instances  in 
which  others  have  also  made  false  estimates  of  the  comparative 
means  of  resistance  and  attack)  he  considered  by  the  Court  is 
meriting  even  tliat  which  I  liave  already  suffered  in  this  prose- 
cution. 

Upon  the  fourth  charge,  in  which  it  is  imputed  to  me,  that  I 
shamefully  abandoned  and  delivered  up  to  the  enemv  the  for- 
tress of  ftfcnitc  Video,  which  was  not  then  inastate  of^  blockade 
or  siege,  1  might  rest  satisfied  with  referring  the  Court  to  the 
evidence  of  the  genenil  olHcers,  and  Admiral  Murray,  inasmuch 
as  no  evidjBttcc  has  been  adduced  to  support  it ;  for  every  per- 
son who  has  been  examined  upon  it,  has  completely  disprDve<l 
the  charge.  The  details  into  which  General  GoiVi-er  and  Sir 
Samuel  Achmuty  have  entered  upon  this  subject,  would  ako 
justify  nie  in  referring  to  the  evidence,  instead  of  attemptiii|[ 
to  add  less  powerful  reasons  of  my  own  :  but  as  on  this  charge 
is  founded  so  much  of  the  public  clamour  against  me,  I  miift 
request  permission  of  the  Court  to  offer  a  few  obsen'ation^ 
upon  it.  1  must  recall  the  recollection  of  the  C?ourt  to  theol>- 
sirrvalions  1  have  before  made  upon  the  state  of  South  Ame- 
rica and  the  dispositions  of  the  inhabitants  towards  us,  and 
their  views  and  objects  in  relation  to  any  intercourse  or  con- 
nexion with  us.  I  must  also  recpiest  the  Coiirt  to  refer  to  my 
instructions,  and  to  my  conmiission  as  civil  governor  as  Leilas 
that  of  conmiander  of  the  forces  in  South  America;  and  I 
sliall  lay  before  the  Court  the  information  conunuiiicated  to  we 
on  my  arrival  in  South  America,  by  the  distinguished  officer 
whom  I  there  found  in  the  command,  and  which  I  have  staie<i 
in  uiy  preliminary-  observations. 

But  before  I  proceed  to  apply  all  these  observations,  it  is  ne- 
ccssarv  that  T  should  advert  to  tho  situation  of  \he  army  on  the 
morning  of  the  (»th ;  for  it  is  obvious,  that  in  the  investigation 
of  this  charge  no  prhv  event  can  influence  the  question  whether 
I  acted  with  sound  discretion  or  not,  in  concluding  the  trcitv 
upon  which  this  charge  is  founded.  Whatever  may  have  been 
the  causes  whi«h  placed  the  army  in  that  situation,  it  became  mv 
duty  to  act  upon  the  circumstances  as  they  Mr «  stood;  anii  I 
!rust  I  sbill  Khow,  that  in  pursuing  the  course  1  did,  I  disregarJc^ 
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all  personal  considerations,  and^  to  the  best  of  my  judgement, 
pursued  the  line  of  conduct  which  was  most  conaucive  to  tbi 
public  interests.  We  had  possession  of  a  situation  on  each  Hank 
of  the  town,  and  at  the  Tauros  had  taken  a  considerable  pri»por- 
tion  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  but  we  had  in  fact  made  no 
real  impression  on  the  enemy^  particularly  on  the  centre  defence 
of  the  town.  The  best  troopa  of  the  amiv  were  pnsoners  in  this 
hands  of  the  enemy.  Our  loss  was  severe,  including,  as  the 
Court  have  heard,  and  the  details  of  which,  therefore,  I  need  not 
repeal,  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  armv.  Experience  had 
shown  that  we  under-rated  their  means  of  resistance,  success  had 
increased  their  confidence,  and  misfortune  in  the  same  propor- 
tion lessened  ours.  The  first  object  of  consideration  was  the 
propriety  of  renewing  the  attack,  and  the  mode  of  doing  it ;  the 
chance  of  success,  and  the  use  we  could  make  of  that  success,  if 
within  our  reach.  Every  personal  feeling  as  a  soldier  would  have 
most  powerfully  urged  me  to  proceed,  and  endeavour  by  ultimate 
success  to  withdraw  attention  from  intermediate  failure ;  and 
every  m(»tive  of  even  interest,  as  civil  governor,  would  have  led 
me  to  hold  as  much  as  possible  of  what  we  possessed  in  South 
America. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  enter  into  any  discussion  as  to  the 
practicability  of  still  taking  Buenos  Ayres :  though  I  think  the 
Court,  on  referring  to  the  description  of  the  town,  its  extent,  the 
nature  and  construction  of  the  buildings,  and  still  more  the 
ground,  would  not  place  any  great  reliance  upon  the  effect  of  bat- 
teries erected  at  the  Tauros,  \vhich  might  have  ruined  some  of  the 
adjoining  squares  of  houses,  but  could  have  produced  little  effect 
upon  the  rest  of  the  city,  or  the  centre  of  it.  If  cutting  off  sup- 
plies was  a  doubtful  expedient  with  my  whole  force,  it  was  clear 
that  it  could  not  be  attempted  with  that  which  remained.  But 
I  need  not  press  these  points,  as  the  motives  by  which  I 
was  governed  would  have  withheld  me  from  making  the  at- 
tempt, even  had  our  chance  of  success  been  much  less  doubt- 
ful than  it  was  possible,  in  any  view  of  the  question,  to  consider 
it  to  be. 

I  was  fully  satisfied ;  and  on  this  General  Gowcr  and  Sir 
Samuel  Achmuty  agreed  with  me  in  opinion,  that  the  capture 
of  the  town  would,  under  the  circumstances  in  which  we  then 
were,  have  answered  no  beneficial  purpose;  and  it  was  doubt* 
ful  whether  we  could  have  maintained  it,  if  we  had  taken  it. 

I  felt  satis6ed  that  a  renewal  of  the  attack  would  have  been 

attended  with  the  destruction  of  the  prisoners,  in  which  opinion 

inany\<)thers,  wl^o  had  been  in  the  town,  concurred  :  and  though 

-4  do  nh^cpntend)  that  even  the  safety  of  the  prisv-^ners  oaght  to 

have'-Qperated  to  have  prevented  my  pursuing  any  great  national 

.  object ;  *^'6l  I  think  it  will  be  admitted  that,  with  the  opinien 
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trrtainod  by  ni\  self,  an  J  General  Gowcr,  and  Sir  Samuel  Ach- 
nuiy,  that  no  beneficial  object  would  be  attained  bv  a  capiurrnf 
the  j)lace,  I  should  hnve  deserved  the  execrations  of'  mv .country. 
and  to  have  been  driven  from  society,  if  I  could,  with  such  im- 
pressions, have  wantonly  incurred  even  the  hazard  of  sacrificiiig 
the  lives  of  so  many  brave  and  unfortunate  men,  to  gratifv  my 
personal  feelinjrs. 

The  renewal  of  the  attack,  thcnTore,  was  not  a  subject  of  very 
long  consideration.  The  next  and  most  important  object  of  con- 
sideration was  the  giving  up  [as  proposed  by  General  Liniers)onr 
footing  in  South  America,  and  retiring  fn>m  the  Plata,  as  the 
only  means  of  redeeming  thy  prisoners.  On  this  subject  many 
important  considerations  occurred,  most  of  which  will  have  been 
anticipated  by  the  Court,  from  the  preliminary  observations  I 
have  made  upon  the  state  of  the  country  and  the  nature  of  nir 
instructions. 

It  was  supposed  in  my  instructions,  that  the  number  of  men 
necessary  to  conquer,  and  keep,  the  province  of  Buenos  Avrw, 
would  not  exceed  SOOO  men,  which  is  stated  to  be  as  large  a  force 
as  the  country  would  be  willing  to  spare  for  this  object  j  relyine, 
as  the  government  then  did,  in  consequence  of  the  false  informa- 
tion (which,  as  I  before  stated,  had  been  given  in  this  counirv 
with  respect  to  the  state  of  South  America)  upon  the  assistance 
to  be  drawn  from  colonial  force.  I  found  that  a  residence  in  the 
country  of  some  months  had  produced  a  conviction  in  the  niind 
of  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty,  which  subsc(]uent  events  could  not  but 
confirm  in  his  mind,  and  impress  upcMi  mine,  tliat  double  that 
for.^e  would  be  recjuired  to  conquer  and  maintain  the  countr\*; 
t^nt  it  must  be  occupied  as  a  hostile  country,  with  every  inhabit- 
ant as  an  open  or  concealed  cnemv ;  and  that  under  inanv  dis- 
aclv;uit;irres  iu  a  n^.ilitary  point  of  view,  of  the  temptations  to  de- 
'-' rtion  (the  efilct  of  which  I  saw  during  my  short  residence 
ill  ihe  ccMrniry^,  the  extent  of  countrv  to  maintain,  and  om\- 
bCtni  siippiv  of  soldiers  which  the  number  required,  and  the 
mature  *»f  ihe  service  and  desertion  wotdd  render  luccssarv. 

'1  he  Inhabitants  became  every  day  more  exasperated,  as  expe- 
1  rnn."  had  provt'd,  on  my  attempt  to  hold  a  military  post  or  anv 
civil  nulli'Jiirv  in  the  countrv  ;  and  we  could  not  ensure  the 
mainiaiiiin-::  of  Montr  Video,  but  bv  turning  out  of  iheir  hil/'ta- 
rions  (ns  liai*  been  proved  by  Sir  Sa'nnel  AchnuUy)  nearly  14,()00 
inhiii)ilants — an  act  which  must  have  required  vcrv  powerfid  rea- 
sons :o  jn»?tify  ir,  and  almost  for  ever  precluded  the  hope  of  form- 
ing anv  r<it".rj  connexion  with  that  country. 

The  Court  '.ill  have  seen,  from  the  instructions  to  GenenI 
C  ran  fun!,  and  mine,  which  in  that  respect  refer  to  his,  that  [  was 
in  the  strongest  manner,  and  without  the  smallest  deviation,  pre- 
cluded from  holding  out  any  hope  or  expectation  of  assisting  in 
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their  views  of  independence,  or  even  .of  affording  assurances  of 
protection  in  case  of  pcact,  or  that  the  country  wc  niight  occupy 
m  South  America  should  not  be  restored  to  Spain  by  any  treaty  at* 
the  end  of  the  war. 

I  fell  therefore  satisfied,  that  I  could  only  maintain  a  burthen- 
some  command  at  Monte  Video,  useless  to  the  country,  either  in 
a  military  or  political  point  of  view,  or  at  all  events  holding  out  or 
securing  no  advantages  adequate  to  the  difficulty  of  maintaining 
and  supplying  it  in  the  manner  described  to  the  Court,  while  the 
possession  of  it   was  only  to  be  kept  by  dispossessing  the  in- 
habitants of  their  houses.     With  these  impressions  u()on   my 
mind,  as  to  the  value  of  that  part  of  South  America  which   it 
might  be  possible  for  me  to  retain,  I  had  to  consider,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  situation  of  the  armv.     If  it  was  useless  to  remain  in 
that  cum  try  (as  I  was  convinced  it  was,  to  any  real  purpose, 
c  )mnKTci:il  or  political),  the  next  object  of  attention  seemed  to 
be,  to  preserve  the  army  for  more  valuable  objects.     In  addition 
to  the  men  taken  prisoners  under  General  Beresford,  a  lar^e  pro- 
portion of  my  army  had  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands.     We 
could  have  no  hope  of  procuring  the  restoration  of  any  of  them, 
but  by  agreeing  to  leave  the  Plata;  and  the  Court  will   have 
leen,  that  the  recovery  of  the  prisoners  under  Genera!  Beres- 
ford was  made  in  my  mstructions  an  indispensable  article.     The 
question,  therefore,   was  reduced  to  a   simple   point — whether 
it  was  eligible  to  resign  that  which  I,  and  those  whom  I  advised 
with,  thought  of  no  value  to  the  countrv  under  all  the  circum- 
Stances,  for  the  sake  of  restorinjr  to  the  countrv  the  armv  under 
my  command,  which,  having  railed  to  attain  the  object  in  view, 
I  felt  it  my  duty  to  preserve  tor  more  important  and  useful  ser- 
vice.    Actu<iteci  by  all  these,  and  many  more  considerations  of 
this  sort  (for  it  would  not  be  difficult,  if  it  was  necessary,  to 
pursue  the  subject  much  further),  and  in  concurrence  with  the 
General  Officers  of  my  army  (one  of  whom  was,  from  his  resi- 
dence in  the  country,  and  experience  acquired  in  it,  a^^  well  as  from 
his  acknowledged  talents  and  high  and  justly  acquired  character 
and  sound  judijement,  peculiarly  able  to  advise  upon  this  occasi- 
on), I  entered  nUo  the  treaty  for  quitting  the  River  Plata  upon  the 
terms  stated  :  the  main  and  important  object  being  the  restoration 
of  the  numerous  prisoners  :  and,  in  so  doing,  I  am  well  assured 
that,  after  this  investigation,  and  the  information  the  Court  will 
have    received    from    the    evidence  produced,   and  the    papers 
which  I    have    alluded  to,  the  Court  will  think    that  I  exer- 
cised   a   sound    discretion,    and   was  actuated    by   public    mo- 
tives;    in   opposition    to    every    private    feeling    and    interest, 
wiiich    would   have  led  me    at  all  hazard  to  have  endeavoured 
to  recover  what  I  had  lost,  or  at  all  events  to  retain  a  footing  in 
South  America.     T  need  only  refer  again  to  the  evidence  of  Ge- 
neral Gower  and  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty,  particularly  that  of  the  lat- 
ter>  and  his  pointed  and  decided  answer  to  a  question  of  the  Judge 
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Advocate,  formed  on  the  clause  in  my  instructions  which  provid- 
ed for  the  case  of  its  becoming  necessary,  at  any  subsequent  peri- 
od, to  abandon  whatever  had  been  before  possessed,  and  to  with- 
draw the  whole  of  the  British  from  that  countrj',  that  he  was  of 
opinion,  thai  tht  necessity  had  occurred  in  a  viilitaiy  point  cf 
vic'zc, 

I  have  thought  it  necessary  thus  shortly  to  state  the  motives 
which  actuated  me  in  signing  that  treaty,  for  the  purpose  of  lay- 
ing before  the  public,  and  presenting  to  the  Court,  part  of  tlie 
grounds  upon  which  I  and  otners  have  been  led  to  believe,  that  no 
valuable  object  could  have  been,  in  the  present  disposition  of  the 
inhabiuntA  of  that  country,  attained  by  the  holding  any  militaiy 
post  there  upon  the  terms  on  which  we  must  have  held  it;  aoi 
to  prove,  that  the  hopes  which  had  been  entertained  upon  the 
subject  of  South  America,  however  general,  were  not  just;  and 
that  all  the  expectations  which  had  been  raised  on  the  possibility 
of  our  forming  a  comuiction  with  the  country  were  fallacious.  Tbc 
exclusion  of  our  manufactures  from  the  Plata  since  the  evacuation 
is  an  additional  proof,  if  any  were  wanting,  of  the  present  spirit  of 
that  country. 

Having  said  thus  much  in  relation  to  this  charge,  on  general 
gmunds,  I  cannot,  injustice  to  the  Court,  and  Tor  the  sake  of 

Precedent,  (?bnclude,  without  suggesting  to  the  Court,  and  the 
ud^e  Advocate,  whether  this  charge  also  has  not  been  fbuiided  on 
a  misapplication  of  the  clause  in  the  articles  of  war,  to  the  circum* 
stances  under  which  I  stood  in  making  that  treaty. 

I  have  not  adverted  to  this,  until  I  had  stated  the  grounds  on 
which  I  acted  in  exercising  the  discretion  entrusted  to  me,  but 
have  thought  that  I  should  not  be  justified  in  omitting  to  observe 
upon  it.  The  Court  will  recollect,  in  the  first  place,  that  I  was 
civil  governor  of  the  province ;  and  that  in  a  military  point  of 
view,  and  with  reference  to  the  articles  of  war,  this  fortress  was 
actually  in  charge  of  another  officer  under  my  command. 

A  commander-in-chief  of  an  army,  having  a  general  superio- 
tendance  and  command,  is  not  '^anofficer  holding  a  fortress  com- 
mitted to  his  charge,  or  which  he  is  ordered  to  defend/' 

Acommandcr-in-chief  of  an  army  may  order  the  commander  of 
a  fort  to  surrender  it ;  but  that  will  not  make  him  the  coinmandani 
of  the  fort,  within  the  articles  of  war. 

The  commander-in-chief  of  an  army,  and  more  particularly  ai 
civil  governor,  has  undoubtedly  a  reasonable  discretion  as  to  what 
posts  or  fortresses  he  will  continue  to  hold ;  and  in  the  due  exercise 
of  this  discretion  may  order  any  particular  fortress  or  fortresses  to 
be  given  up.  This  flows  necessarily  from  the  nature  of  the  autho- 
rity of  a  commander-in-chief  and  civil  governor,  under  which 
commissions  he,  for  the  purposes  of  war,  represents  his  sovereign; 
for  which  doctrine  Vattcl  and  others  authonties  might  be  refirrred 
to;  and  in  this  case  the  discretion  as  to  destroying  Monte  Video 
is  specifically  given  me  by  my  instructions.    But  the  governor  of 
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«  ferlress  (as  of  Gibraltar,)  or  the  officer  in  charge  of  a  fort,  has 
so  such  discretion ;  he  can  only  resort  to  absolute  necessity  for  his 
justification.  The  articles  of  war  apply  to  the  governor,  or  actual 
commandant  of  the  fortress,  to  whom  it  it  specifically  given  in 
charge,  and  who  has  the  particular  defence  of  it. 

The  Court  will  also  recollect,  that  the  Judge  Advocate  by  the 
question  he  so  pointedly  put  to  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty,  seems  to 
consider  military  necessity  as  the  only  ground  ;  which  I  have  be- 
fore shoAm  to  be  applicable  only  to  tne  actual  commander,  and 
not  to  the  commander-in-chief,  or  civil  governor. 

The  fortress  is  stated  in  the  charge  to  have  been  neither  in  i 
ttate  of  blockade  nor  seige — words  which,  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
would  in  themselves  do  away  the  charge,  as  proving,  that  the  treaty 
by  which  it  was  restored  neither  had,  nor  could  have,  any  refer- 
ience  to  militaty  considerations,  or  any  military  charge  or  defence 
of  it. 

But  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  pursue  this  further:  I  have  not 
felt  it  necessary  to  my  case,  as  it  is  not  a  charge  upon  which  I 
have  e\'er  entertained  a  moment's  anxiety :  satisiiea,  as  I  have 
been,  that  the  more  this  part  of  my  conduct  was  investigated,  the 
more  convinced  those  who  entered  into  the  investigation,  and  ul- 
timately the  public,  would  be,  that,  in  the  concluding  act  of  my 
command,  I,  and  those  who  advised  what  I  adopted,  had  pur- 
sued the  course  pointed  out  by  the  interests  of  the  t^ountry,  under 
all.  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

I  have  at  length  arrived  at  the  conclusion  of  the  observations 
which  it  has  been  my  duty  to  make  upon  this  important  case.  I 
have  been  compelled  to  enter  into  elaborate  details,  and  to  trespass 
ii|>on  the  patience  and  indulgence  of  the  Court  at  an  unusual  length. 
But  it  is,  as  the  Judge  Advocate  has  stated,  no  common  case. 
The  country  look  to  your  dispassionate  judgement  as  a  guide,  by 
which  they  may  hereafter  duly  appreciate  the  real  characteristic  of 
these  transactions.  I  look  to  that  judgement  as  a  protection 
against  public  prejudice.  I  have  looked  to  this  trial  as  an  oppor- 
tunity (the  use  of  which  I  am  sure  will  not  be  denied  me  bv  this 
&gh  Court)  of  which  I  might  honourably  and  properly  avail  my- 
self, to  repel  the  calumnies  which  have  been  levelled  against  me. 
It  has  not  been  enough  to  load  me  with  opprobrium,  as  the  sole 
cause  of  the  misfortune  in  South  America ;  to  propagate  malicious 
ilanders  against  my  character  and  conduct  in  this  expedition  ;  but 
the  persevering  industrj*  with  which  calumny  pursues  the  unfor- 
tunate, has  been  busily  employed  in  collecting  materials  to  attack 
my  former  services,  whether  at  home  or  abroad  :  and  not  satisfied 
with  this  effort,  my  military  life  (now  upwards  of  thirty  years) 
has  been  the  subject  of  the  most  contemptible  Falsehoods,  in  pub- 
lications spread  with  industry,  bought  up  with  aviditv,  and  im- 
plicitly believed,  because  they  gratified  the  general  inclination, 
which  unhappily  too  often  leads  public  opinion  to  confound  all 


568 

distinction  between  crime  and  misfortunej  and  to  consider  want 
of  success  as  conclusive  proof  of  misconduct.  I  hope  and  trnsti 
that  the  full  and  minute  investigation  which  this  transaction  has 
undergone,  and  your  dispassionate  judgement  upon  my  conducti 
will  allay  the  public  feiiling  as  to  this  evtni. 

But,  as  calumny  has  been  busy  with  my  character^  I  muF>t,  when 
I  produce  mv  cvidenccj  in  treat  the  indulgence  of  the  Court,  and 
their  permission,  to  take  up  a  few  minutes  of  their  time,  by  pro- 
ducing testimonies  of  former  service,  I  entered  the  service  at  an  early 
periodof  life,  as  an  ensign,  under  the  high  and  distinguished  aus- 
pices of  Lord  Barrington }  and  in  consequence  of  having  received  a 
military  education  at  the  most  celebrated  institution  of  that  day, 
I  was  appointed  Adjutant  to  a  battalion  of  flank  companies  be- 
fore I  had  been  six  months  in  theser\'ice.  I  have,  forupwanb 
of  thirty  years,  beCn  actively  employed  as  an  officer  m  the 
service  of  my  country.  Dunng  that  period  I  have  been  ten 
years  in  the  West-Indies  ;  and,  at  une  period  of  that  time,  en- 
gaged in  active  service  in  St.  ])omingo;  part  of  the  time  in 
command  there.  During  that  service  I  received  honourable 
testimony  of  my  conduct,  and  shall  bee  permission  of  the 
Court  to  allow  me  to  request  General  WTiite,  under  whom  I 
served  in  St  Domingo,  to  state  his  opinion  of  my  military  con- 
duct while  in  active  service  under  his  command.  I  shall  also 
present  to  the  Court  a  letter  from  General  Spencer  (who  was 
the  next  in  command  to  myself),  which  he  has  left  with  me  for 
that  purpose,  as  the  public  service  did  not  admit  of  my  detain- 
ing him  to  give  evidence.  I  have  selected  these  two  oflicen 
as  best  able,  from  our  relative  situations,  to  speak  of  my  con- 
duct; and  I  have  chosen  that  period  as  most  applicable  from 
the  nature  of  the  service.  The  other  evidence  I  shall  have  to 
produce  will  not  occupy  much  of  the  time  of  the  Court. 


Soon  after  Lieutenant-General  Whitclocke  began  reading  his 
defence,  he  requested  permission  of  the  Court  for  Mr.  Harrisor), 
who  had  throughout  the  proceedings  attended  as  his  counsel, 
to  read  it  for  him ;  but  it  being  inrimateil  that  it  wus  contrar}-  to 
the  practice  of  Courts  Martial  for  sxxy  professional  person  to  do 
so,  and  that  any  military  friend  might  assist  him,  it  was  read 
by  Lieutenant-General  w  liitelocke,  Mr.  Sewel,  Mr.  Lewis,  and 
the  Honourable  Brigadier-General  Meade. 


Lieutenant-General  Whitclocke  handed  several  papers  to  the 
Judge  Advocate  Genercil. 

Jiidf^c  Advocate, — The  evidence  which  I  now  hold  in  my 
hand  are  letters  written  by  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  to  the  Secrc- 
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tary  of  State  for  the  war  department  at  home.  I  must  state  td 
the  Court  that  they  are  not  legal  evidence,  because  any  in*- 
formation  which  they  can  convey  ought,  strictly  speaking,  to 
be  received  from  the  writer  himself,  who  has  been  heard  in 
Court,  and  who  certainly  may  be  called  as  a  witness :  but  F 
have  not  the  slightest  objection  to  their  being  read,  and  I  be* 
lieve  it  will  be  the  quickest  mode  in  which  any  information  from 
Sir  Samuel  /\chmuty  can  be  conveyed  to  the  Court ;  therefore 
I  shall  wave  the  objection  which  in  strictness  I  might  make. 

Letter  read  from  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  to  the  Right  Honour- 
able William  Windham,  dated  February  7th,  1807.  ^See  Ap^ 
ptndixll.) 

Letter  read  from  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  to  the  Right  Honour- 
able William  Windham,  dated  March  6th,  1807.  (See  Ap- 
ftndix  II.) 

Letter  read  from  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  to  the  High  Court  of 
Audienza,  dated  February  6th,  1807.     (See  Appcruiix  II) 

Letter  from  Lucas  Muno  Fran.  Thomas  y  Arbero  de  Ango- 
tique ;  and  others  to  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty ;  dated  Buenos 
^yres,  March  2d,  1807.     (See  Appendix  II.) 

Letter  from  General  Liniers  to  tneir  Excellencies  Sir  C.  Stir- 
ling  and  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty,  dated  March  2d,  1807.  (See 
Appendix  II) 

Letter  from  the  Cabildo  to  Sir  C.  Stirling  and  Sir  Samuel 
Achmuty,  dated  March  2d,  1809. 

General  Order  read,  dated  head-quarters,  Monte  Video, 
May  18,  1807.     (See  Appendix  II.) 

General  Order  read,  dated  head-quarters,  Monte  Video, 
May  2l8t,  1807.     (See  Appendix  II.) 

General  Order  read,  dated  head-quarters,  Monte  Video, 
May  25th,  1807.     (See  Appendix  II) 

General  Order  read,  dated  head-quarters,  Monte  Video, 
May  3 1  st,  1 807.     (See  Appendix  II) 

Genersd  Order  read,  dated  head-quarters,  Monte  Video, 
June  6th,  1807.     (See  Appendix  II.) 

General  Order  read,  dated  head-quarters,  Monte  Video, 
June  1 1th,  1807.     (See  Appendix  II) 

Adjourned. 
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TIIIRTY-FIRST  DAY. 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  15,  1808. 

ThefoUawuig  general  orders  were  read. 

Head-quarters.  Ensenada  de  Bamgon, 
June  28,  1807. 
I'be  army  will  be  in  readiness  to  advance  at  a  moment's  no- 
tice ;  the  necesssry  arrangements  will  be  made  by  the  Commis- 
sariate  Department  for  Provisions  for  the  troops  on  their  mardi, 
and  the  General  directs,  that  neither  cattle,  nor  other  species  of 
property,  may  be  taken  from  the  inhabitants  by  any  individual, 
without  first  paying  for  it  The  Commandfer  of  the  forces 
takes  this  opportunity  of  cautioning  the  army  against  plunder- 
ing, bein^  aetermined  to  punish,  with  the  utmost  severit}%  ail 
that  may  be  found  doing  so. 


Heights  above  Ensenada  de  Barragon, 
June  30,  1807. 

The  Commissary  General  will  take  care  that  one  of  hii 
department  is  sent  forward  with  each  body  of  the  anny :  he 
will  fix  his  quarters  as  near  as  possible  to  the  officer  command- 
ing, and  consider  himself  responsible  for  every  possible  exer- 
tion being  used  to  obtain,  without  delay,  the  necessary  supply 
for  the  troops.  General  officers  will  be  pleased  to  give  direc- 
tions, that  all  officers  remain  upon  the  ground  occupied  Iw 
their  men,  in  the  situation  pointed  out  for  each  rank,  according 
to  the  regular  order  of  encampment.  The  Commander  of  ilw 
forces  takes  the  earliest  opportunity  to  return  his  best  thanks 
for  the  active  and  spirited  conduct  evinced  by  the  .'iSth  and 
87th  regiment,  in  dragging  on  the  guns  through  the  difficulties 
of  yesterday's  march,  which  he  will  not  fail  to  represent  to  his 
Majesty. 

One  hour  after  the  position  for  the  day  is  taken  up,  Brigade- 
Majors  are  to  attend  at  head- quarters,  to  receive  tlie  general 
orders  for  the  day. 

Some  officers'  servants  having  been  straggling  on  the  line  of 
march,  the  General  holds  commanding  officers  of  regiments  re- 
sponsible, that  no  individual  belonging  to  the  respective  corps 
is  allowed  to  proceed,  except  in  his  proper  place,  in  columns, 
or  under  the  protection  of  an  armed  power. 
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Ilcad-quartcrs,  Camp, 
July  2,  1807. 
The  Commander  of  the  forces  relies  upon  the  zeal  and  spirit 
of  the  troops  he  has  the  honour  to  command,  to  enable  them  to 
bear,  like  British  soldiers,  the  unavoidable  privations  attendant 
on  the  present  service.  Every  measure  has  been  taken  to  pro- 
cure a  supply  of  bread  and  spirits  from  the  shipping;  but  tho 
men  must  themselves  be  aware, '  from  the  difficulties  they  have 
encountered  from  the  march  of  to-day,  how  uncertain  it  must 
be  whether  this  refreshment  is  conveyed  to  them. 

The  troops  will  this  evening  cook  two  days'  provisions  td  carry 
with  them  on  the  march  to-morrow,  and  commanding  officers  of 
regiments  are  held  responsible  for  a  strict  compliance  with  this 

■ 

Lieutenant-Colond  Bourke  called  in  again. 

Examined  by  General  Whittlocke, 

Ql*  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  hand-writing  of  General 
Gower? 
'     A.  I  think  I  am. 

Q.  Is  that  his  hand-writing  ? 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  belief  it  is. 

Q.  Will  you  look  at  these  different  papers  and  say,  whether 
d)ey  are  all  in  General  Gower's  hand-writing  ? 

A.  I  believe  they  are. 

Q.  Do  vou  mean  to  include  the  hand- writing  upon  the 
iketch?      ' 

A.  I  think  so. 

CL  There  are  two  sketches,  do  you  mean  both  ? 

A.  Upon  both 

General  fVhitelocke. — I  should  wish  to  have  these  letters  read. 
.  Letter    from    Major-General    Gower  to    Lieutenant-Generat 
Wbitelocke,  dated  heights  above  Barragon  June  28,   1807,  was 
read.     fSce  Appendix  II.) 

Letter  from  Major-General  Gower  to  Lieutenant-  Colonel 
Torrens,  dated  two  o'clock  P.  M.  June  30,  1807,  Ustantia  Rode- 
rique,  read.     (See  Appendix  II,) 

Letter  from  Major-General  Gower  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tor- 
rens, dated  heights  above  the  Chuello,  1st  of  July,  1807,  three 
o'clock,  P.  M.  enclosing  the  sketch  of  the  route  of  the  army  read. 
(See  AppaidixII,) 

Letter  from  Major-General  Gower  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tor- 
rens, dated  heights  above  the  Chuello,  July  Sd,  1807,  enclosing 
the  sketch  of  the  route  9f  the  army,  read.     (See  Appendix  II. J 
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Q.  Were  voii  present  when  General  Gowcr  rxamined  hii 
guides  before  he  wrote  his  letter  on  the  morning  of  the  Sd  of  July, 
and  state  the  result  of  that  examination  ? 

A.  I  was  present  at  that  examination,  and  the  result  was  this, 
that  the  guide  having  expressed  a  great  deal  of  uncertainty  as  to 
the  state  of  the  Passo  Chico,  the  General  seemed  determined  not 
to  move  to  the  Pa^sso  Chico,  but  to  endeavour  to  find  some  more 
practicable  ford  higher  up. 

Q.  Was  the  letter  written  after  that  examination  ? 

A.  It  was. 

Q.  Did  you  report  to  me  on  your  return  from  General  Gower, 
the  purport  of  the  examination  of  General  Gower's  guides  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Could  any  separation  of  the  advanced  and  main  divisions 
of  the  army  have  taken  place,  if  General  Gowcr  had  miarcbd 
according  to  the  route  pointed  out  in  his  letter;  and  state  what,  in 
your  opinion,  would  have  been  the  relative  situation  of  the  ad- 
vanced and  main  divisions  on  that  dav  if  he  had  so  marched  ? 

A.  If  General  Gowtr  had  kept  along  the  heisrhts,  I  do  net 
think  that  any  separation  could  possibly  have  taken  place,  hccau«e 
as  soon  as  the  main  division  had  crossed  the  Arroyo  di*  Ma«irl  it 
was  upon  those  heights  which  were  not  al)ovc  two  or  thrct:  miifi 
in  breadth,  and  if  General  Gower's  corps  had  kept  alone  thnse 
heights  the  main  body  would  have  fallen  in  at  a  short  oistanct 
in  his  rear. 

Q.  Dors  your  answer  apply  to  the  high  ground  mentioned 
in  the  letter  ? 

A.  It  does.     It  applies  to  the  heights  above  the  Rio  Chuelb. 

Q.  Would  not  tho  advanced  and  main  divisions  in  that  case 
hare  rTOJLsed  iit  the  same  ford  ? 

A.  1  hey  would  li;ivc  boon  upon  the  same  line  of  march ;  and 
if  the  rate  of  maroliiiig  had  been  at  all  equal,  they  must  have 
been  pretty  closo  tojvothor. 

Q.  Did  you  ropori  tv  nw  the  circumstance  of  seeing  General 
Cowrr's  di^  ision  movinijr  in  a  direction  from  us  before  I  cmsseJ 
the  Arroyo  do  Masiol  r 

A.  I  did  not.  I  thought  I  saw  Colonel  Torrens  pointing  it 
out  to  Gonoral  Wlulolocko. 

Q.  Did  you  oven  then  suppose,  that  any  separation  would 
tako  place : 

A.  I  (lid  not;  boruuso,  on  nionlioniiig  the  circnmstaiice  lo 
the  guide,  he  intormod  nie,  tluit   when   we   had    crossed  fiie 
Arn>y(;  (.U-.  Masicl,  \\c  should  ni(»ve  in  the  same  direction  aNo. 
Q.  From  vour  kncnvlrdj-e  of  the  country  in  which   we  were 
to  acr,  and  riu;  oiumijv  to  wliirh  we  wore  to  be  opposf  d,  do  vf-a 
think  ir  would  have  been  i^vpediont  to  have  taken  less  infantry 
and  niorr  cavalry,  it  bcin;;-  impossible  to  increase  ouc  but  at  i-'ie 
«?xpcn.seof  theotlior? 
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A.  Considering  the  service  upon  which  we  were  to  be  em- 
ployed, and  the  sort  of  cavalry  which  we  could  have  procured^ 
i  do  not  think  it  would  have  been  by  any  means  expedient. 
•  ^  Q.  Did  I  ever  give  you  any  orders  to  mform  Mr.  Bullock,  the 
Commissary-General,  that  the  landing  was  to  take  place  within 
five  or  six  miles  of  Buenos  Ayres;  and  did  you  ever  inform 
him  to  that  effect  ? 

A.  I  never  received  any  orders  to  acquaint  Mr.  Bullock  with 
the  landing-place,  nor  to  make  any  arrangements  with  him 
whatsoever  relating  to  the  expedition  to  Buenos  Ayres,  except- 
ing to  appropriate  a  transport  for  the  conveyance  of  some  mules 
and  carts.     I  certainly  never  told  Mr.  Bullock  that  the  landing 
'  iwas  to  take  place  within  five  or  six  miles  of  Buenos  Ayres:     I 
•remember  to  have  told  Mr.  Bullock  that  the  landing  would  take 
.-place  within  four  or  live  miles  of  a  village,  into  which  I  recom- 
mended him  to  detach  an  assistant  and  some  iassomen,  to  take 
Possession  of  whatever  stock  it  might  be  found  to  contain : 
eyond  this  I  do  not  remember  to  have  had  any  communicar- 
tion  with  Mr.  Bullock  respecting  the  expedition  to  Buenos 
•Ayres  previously  to  the  landing. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  inform  Mr.  Bullock  that  the  British  troops 
:wouId  be  m  possession  of  Buenos  Ayres  in  three  days  after 
they  landed  ? 
A.  To  the  best  of  my  belief,  I  never  did. 
Q.  Did  you  ever  state  it  to  Mr.  Bullock,  as  your  opinion, 
that  the  army  would  re-embark  immediately  after  it  landed  ? 
-     A.  Certainly  not 

Q.  It  being  my  intention  to  lard  with  three  days'  provisions, 
and  to  take  three  more  from  the  navy  at  Reduction,  do  you 
imagine  that  any  particular  previous  arrangements  with  the 
Conmiissary-General  were  necessary  to  the  success  of  the  ex- 
pedition, in  addition  to  those  already  made  at  Monte  Video 
before  his  arrival,  and  the  subsequent  order  for  embarking 
mules  and  carts? 

A.  I  do  not  think  that  any  further  arrangements  were  neces- 
sary to  carry  those  intentions  into  effect. 

Q.  Were  there  not  Lassomen  with  the  advanced  division  ; 
and  were  they  not  successful  in  procuring  cattle?  State  your 
means  of  knowledge  upon  that  subject. 

A.  On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  July,  when  the  main  body 
of  the  army  joined  the  advanced  corps,  I  saw  a  krawl  full  of 
bullocks,  which  I  understood  had  been  driven  in  by  tlie  Lasso- 
men attached  to  that  division. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  understand  that  ?    . 
A.  I  really  cannot  exactly  say  at  this  time.     I  saw  the  bul- 
•  Icxsks,  and  heard  they  were  driven  hi  by  the  Lasso  men.     I  can- 
not exactly  say  from  whom  I  heard  it. 
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Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  army  sustained  any  real  in- 
convenience from  want  of  provitiions  ? 

A.  1  did  not. 

Q.  The  time  of  my  receiving  General  Liniers'  letter  seemi 
not  to  have  been  clearly  fixed;  I  wish,  therefore  to  ask  Lieute- 
nant-Coloncl  BourVe  at  what  time  you  were  sent  for  by  me  to 
the  Coral,  to  see  the  letter  iVoni  General  Linien*? 

A.  About  half  past  seven. 

Judge- Advocate, — I  have  no  questions  whatever  to  ask  Colo- 
nel Bourke. 

Examined  by  the  Court. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  from  General  Gower^s  letter, -and  did 
you,  at  the  time  you  delivered  it,  give  Lieutenant-Geneial 
Whitelocke  to  uucferstand  that  General  Gower  would  not  it- 
tempt  to  cross  the  river  at  the  Chico  ford  ? 

A.  I  understood  at  the  time  that  the  conversation  passed  be- 
tween General  Gowcr  and  the  guides,  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
try  to  pass  at  the  Passu  Chico ;  and,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  I 
reported  that  circumstance,  and  nearly  tlie  whole  of  the  conver- 
sation, to  General  \\  hitelocke. 

General  Dundas, — Was  it  in  consequence  of  the  report  froB 
Major-General  Gower  that  the  main  body  of  the  army  found  ii 
necessary  to  alter  the  direction  of  its  march  on  the  2d  of  July? 

A.  I  cannot  say  whether  it  was  in  cousequence  of  tliat  report 
or  not,  that  the  route  was  so  altered. 

General  Norton. — What  advantage  was  the  main  bodv  to  de- 
rive from  deviating  from  the  route  of  the  advanced  corps  r 

A.  It  shortened  its  distance  considerably,  moving,  as  it  did, 
with  a  view  to  pass  the  river  higher  up  than  the  Passo  Chico ;  at 
least  such  was  the  expeetatioii  formed  from  the  account  of  the 
guides.  If  the  Court  does  not  completely  understand  that,  I 
think  I  coultl explain  it  more  fully  by  a  reference  to  the  map. 

Litutenant^Coloncl  Bourke  pointed  out  the  route  on  the  vwp  to  /?r 

Members  of  the  Court, 

General  Dundas. — \\'as  all  idea  of  passing  at  the  Chico  :t»- 
tally  abandone<l; 

Sir  John  Moore. — The  letter  does  not  say  so. 

General  Dundas. — It  appears  to  me,  from  tho  linter,  thrit  he 
had  abandoned  i-ll  idea  of  passing  the  Chico. 

General  U'hitdockc. —  I  sliuuld  be  oblij^ed  to  tho  Court  if  ihcy 
would  ask  Colonel  litjurke,  what  was  his  opinion  of  GeiuTii 
Gower's  intention. 

JudiTc  Advocate. — Did  you  understand  from  the  communica- 
tion  you  had  with  Major-General  Gower,  the  morning  of  the 
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2d  of  July,  that  it  was  his  intention  not  to  attempt  to  cross 
the  river  at  the  Passo  Chico  ? 

A.  From  the  communication  with  the  guides,  at  which  I  was 
present,  I  certainly  did ;  but  I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard 
General  Gower  say  so  in  express  terms. 

Q.  Did  .you  state  that  to  be  your  opinion  to  General  White- 
lock  e  ? 

A.  I  think  I  did. 

Sir  John  Moore, — Did  you  consider  it  to  be  General  Gower's 
intention  not  to  pass  the  Passo  Chico  at  all  events,  even  should 
be  be  afterwards  informed  that  the  Passo  Chico  was  practicable  ? 
A.  By  no  means.     I  conceive  that  his  reason  for  not  march- 
ing to  the  Passo  Chico  was,  on  account  of  the  apprehensions 
expressed  by  the  guide,  that  it  might  be  found  impracticable. 
Judge  Advocate, — I  will  read  a  paper  put  into  my  hand  by 
X^eneral  Whitelocke,  which  is  an  observation  upon  General 
Go\ver*s  letter  of  the  2d  of  July : — "  Lieutenant-General  White- 
***  locke  requests  permission  to  point  the  attention  of  the  Court 
■•*  to  the  words  of  the  lettef:  the  first  part  savs,  he  will  march 
^^  to  find  a  ford  certainly  practicable :  the  euides  had  |ust  been 
•*  saying,  the  Passo  Chico  was  not  certainly  practicable.    The 
■'*  whole  of  the  latter  part  of  the  letter  is  General  Gower's  reason 
*^  for  not  trying  the  passage,  as  if  it  should,  he  does  not  use  the 
**  word  ^  shall,'  but  excludes  it  altogether  in  the  first  part  of 
*''  the  letter,  and  assigns  his  reasons  for  doing  so  in  the  latter 
^*  part  of  the  letter." 

Judge  Advocate, — General  Whitelocke  produces  a  letter  from 
'Sir  Adam  Williamson  to  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Duiidas, 
dated  Jamaica,  2d  of  March,  1794. 
//  was  ?rad—{3ee  Appendix  II). 
.'Extract  from  a  letter  from  the  Rieht  Honourable  Henry  Don- 
das  to  Sir  Adam  Williamson,  dated  Whitehall  28th  April, 
1794,  read ;  beginning,  *'  On  the  16th  instant  I  had  the  piea- 
"  sure ;"  ending,  "  employed  in  his  Majesty's  service." — 
♦  See  App.  IL 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Dun** 
das  to  Brigadier-GeneralWhyte,  or  the  officer  commanding 
the  troops  at  St  Domingo,  dated  Whitehall,  19th  July,  1794, 
beginning,  "  By  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  Packet ;"  ending, 
^'  g;allant  behaviour  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Whitelocke,  Ma- 
'*  jor  Spencer,  and  the  rest  of  the  oiBcers  and  men  employed 
"  on  this  occasion."     fSee  Appendix  II.  J 


Judge  Advocate, — This  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Major- 
General  Spencer  to  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  dated 
Portsmouth,  December  15,  1807. — I  ought  to  observe  to  the 
Court,  that  these  letters,  strictly  speaking,  are  not  legal  evi« 
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dence  ;  and  I  think  it  right  to  make  thiit  observation ;  at  the 
same  time,  as  conducting  the  prosecution,    I  do  not  make  the 
•  slightest  objection  to  their  being  produced. 

It  was  read,     (See  Appendix"  J  J.J 

A  letter  referred  to  in  the  above,   dated    Port-au-Princc, 
June  8,  1 794,  was  read.     (See  /ippendij:  I  I.J 

Lieiitenant-GeneralJohtt  Wht/fe  srcorn. 
Exanuned  hy  General  Whitclocke, 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  me  ? 

-A.  Since  die  year  1734. 

Q.  When,  and  on  what  occasion  did  our  acquaintance  com* 
mcnce  ? 

A.  I  was  ordered  by  the  late  Lord  Grey  to  go  down  withi 
reinforcement  from  Martinique  ;  after  the  capture  of  Marti- 
nique, to  Saint  Domingo,  where  I  met  General  Whitelocke, 
in  the  command  of  the  island  of  St.  Domingo. 

Q.  What  was  the  first  military  operation  in  which  I  was  en- 
gaged under  your  command  ? 

A.  Against  Port-au-Prince. 

Q.  State  your  opinion  of  Ui^  conduct  and  character,  as  an 
officer,  while  under  your  command. 

A.  When  I  went  upon  the  attack  of  Port-au-Prince,  Lieu- 
tenant-General Whitelocke,  then  Lieutenant-Colonel  White- 
locke,' was  employed  as  Quarter-master- General,  without  pay 
or  emolument ;  in  wliicli  capacity  he  acted,  ronJitionallv,  thsi 
he  should  lead  the  principal  column  of  attack  against  KortEtet, 
which  commanded  the  centre  of  rort-au-Prince  ;  which  he  did 
with  the  greatest  gallantry. 

Central  Whitelocke, — ]\Tr.  President,  and  Gentlemen  of  ibe 
Court — Here  I  close  my  evidence.  It  only  remains  for  nie  tu 
tliank  the  Court  for  their  patient  attention  to  my  defence.  1 
am  satisfied  that  no  prejudices  can  operate  here  to  my  diiaJ- 
vantage ;  and  that  my  errors,  whatever  they  may  have  been, 
will  be  considered  by  the  Court  with  impartiality — with  can- 
dour ;  and,  if  it  be  necessary,  even  with  indulgence.  To  their 
judgement  I  submit  my  honour  and  character,  and  every  tbinj 
dear  to  me  in  life. 
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THE  JUDCr^  ADVOCATE'S  Jl^PLr. 

Sir  William  Meadows,  and  General  Officers  of  this 
Court   Martial,    Though    the   unprecedented  length  of  Ge- 
neral Wliitelocke's  defence  yesterday,    might,    perhaps^   ac- 
cording to  the  usage  of  Courts  Martial,  entitle  me  to  claim 
some  time  for  consideration  on  the  arguments  he  had  adduced, 
yet  I  am  desirous  of  waving  anv  claim  I  might  have  of  that 
kind,  from  the  anxiety  which  I  feel  on  the  one  hand,  that  any 
obser\^ations  which  I  may  have  to  make  on  that  defence,  may 
'      be  made  while  it  is  yet  fresh  in  your  recollection;  and,    from 
r   *  the  certainty  I  have,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  case  which 
1^    has  been  made  out  in  support  of  those  charges,  whatever  it 
'     may  be,  is  untouched  by  any  evidence  which  General  White- 
locke  has  brought  forvvarll.     I  am  sorry,  however,  that,  before 
I  come  to  those  charges,  I  must  take  notice  of  some  very  un- 
expected observations  which  have  fallen  from  General  White- 
locke,  in  the  course  of  his  defence,  complaining  of  the  conduct 
which  I  have  pursued  in  this  prosecution.     If  he  thinks  he  has 
,B  right  to  complain,  I  cannot,  on  my  part,  regret  that  he  has 
done  so ;  but  I  am  called  upon  to  answer  those  complaints,  not 
only  in  vindication  of  myself,  but,  in  some  degree,  likewise  in 
vindication  of  the  Court,  who  were  bound,  and  whose  duty  it 
was  to  interfere,  if  there  was  any  thine:  in  my  conduct  to  jus- 
tify  the   comments   which  General  Whitelocke    has    made, 
with  a  view  to  the  interests  of  the  army,  and  from  a  regard 
to  the  security  of  the  lives  and  characters  of  the  officers  who 
might  be  called  upon,  in  future,  to  answer  in  proceedings  of 
.this  nature. 

The  first  complaint,  in  point  of  order,  which  he  has  made,  I 
believe  is  this,  that,  in  the  opening  of  the  charges,  I  stated  to 
the  Court  the  grounds  upon  which  it  had  been  found  neces- 
sary, by  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  to  institute  this  proceeding. 
1*  I  thought  it  necessary  to  explain  to  the  Court,  the  difficulties 
they  would  have  to  encounter,  in  consequence  ®f  no  private 

Erosecu tor  coming  forward.  The  conduct  of  the  prosecution 
ad,  therefore,  devolved  upon  one  whose  habits  of  life  had  de- 
prived him  of  the  means  of  obtaining  any  knowledge  upon  mili- 
tary subjects,  who  had  no  opportunity  of  making  up  for  his  ig- 
norance of  these  subjects  in  general  by  obtaining  the  important 
information,  what  the  particular  facts  were  which  each  witness 
Gould  ascertain.  In  stating  the  reasons  which  had  led  his  Ma- 
jesty^s  Ministers  to  disregard  these  disadvantages,  and  to  feel  it 
to  be  their  indispensable  duty  to  the  public  to  institute  these 
proceedings,  it  was  not  my  fault  if  those  grounds  were  strong. 
Whether,  in  doing  so,  1  appeared,  as  he  imputes  to  me,  to 
endeavour  to  inflame  any  popular  prejudices  against  him,  it 
is  not  perhaps,  for  me  to  judge;  but,  I  mustbe^  leave  to 
observe,  that  if  that  bad  been  my  object,  wkuch  u  ^K%si  itfsx^ 
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the  materials  t»erc  not  wanting.  I  must  remind  the  Court, 
that  I  did  go  out  of  my  way  to  give  a  caution,  very  wineces- 
sary,  as  far  as  the  Court  was  concerned,  against  being  led 
away  by  any  popular  prejudices  upon  the  subject.  I  im- 
plored them  to  look  to  the  evidence,  and  to  the  evideoce 
only;  and,  upon  that  point,  I  shall  leave  it  to  the  Court  to 
consider,  how  far  General  Whitelocke  is  warranted  in  cona- 
plaining  of  the  conduct  I  pursued. 

The  next  point  which  he  complains  of  is,  that  officers  have 
been  called  to  give  narratives,  and  that,  in  consequence  of 
those  narratives,  much  illegal  evidence  has  been  brought  be- 
fore the  Court.  It  has  always  been  matter  of  regret  to  me, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  proceedings  being  to  be  carried  on 
by  a  person  who  had  no  previous  means  of  knowing  what  each 
witness  was  able  to  prove,  except  on  one  particular  point, 
which  I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  stating  to  the  Court 
presently,  it  should  have  been  necessary  (the  Court  were 
of  opinion  it  was  so)  that  the  different  witnesses  should  be 
called  upon   to   state  what  they  knew,  hi  respect  of  every 

£art  of  the  subject,  in  order  that  the  whole  case  might  be  laid 
efore  the  Court,  for  them  to  judge  of  it.     The  intn)duction  of 
much  irrelevant  matter  became  uwavoidable,  and  greatlv  prt)- 
tracted  the  lenj^th  of  this  trial.     If,  in  the  course  of  that  pro- 
ceeding, any  illegal  evidence  has  crept  in,  it  has  not  been  from 
the  want  of  all  the  caution  I  have  been  able  to  use  to  prevent 
it.     Tlmt  it  is  j>ossibIe,  that  in  some  of  those  nan-aiives,  whicii 
have  run  iiito  extraneous  matter,  which  have  been  given  by 
oflacers,  of  course  unacquainted  with  legal  forms,  some  cir- 
cumstances not  proved  by  strictly  legal  evidence  mav  have 
been  admitted,  I  will  not  undertake  to  say  ;    thout^h  i  pnv 
test,  I  am  aware  onlv  of  one  instance  of  the  kind  wjiich  mar 
be   considered,  strictly  speaking,  illegal ;  all  I  know  is,  that 
whenever  I  perceived  that  officers  were  stating  evidence  of 
that  nature,  I  always  interfered  ;  and,  except  in  that  one  in- 
stance, which  I  think  took  place  in  Colonel  I^ufF's  evidence, 
who  stated  a  conversation  which  he  had  with  a  Major  iron- 
monger, which  conversation,  when  first  given,  I  conceived  to 
be  a  report,  and  therefore  admitted,  intending  to  call  Major 
Ironmonger  afterwards,  to  confirm  it,  if  the  facts  bore  on  tlic 
case.     But  the  Court  seemed  to  think  that  unnccessarv,  inoi- 
much  as  the  fact  stated  did  not,  iH  their  opinion,  aj*plv  ioiha 
csLSt  they  were  considering.     I  did  not,   therefore,  call  Maiir 
Ironmonger;  and  yet  the  former  conversation  remaiiis  on  tiie 
minutes.     Except  in  that  one  case,  I  am  not  aware  that,  in  the 
whole  of  these  narratives,  there  has  been  any  ille«>-al  evidence 
introduced,  though  much  irrelevant  matter  has,  of  necessity, 
from  the  mode  of  proceeding,  which  it  was  impossible  toavuicl, 
been  entered  upon  the  minutes.     But  I  am  certain,  that  there 
is  no  one  po*\ut  nv\v\cVi  u;x\i  ^  possibility  be  construed  to  be 
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material'  to  the  innocence  or  guilt  of  General  Whitelocke, 
upon  these  charges,  which  is  fiot  proved  by  evidence  mo^ 
strictly  lecjal.  I  am  now  speaking  of  the  facts^^  without  pre- 
suming to  state  what  inference  the  Court  is  likely  to  araw 
from  them. 

Then  jGeneral  WTiitelocke  complains,  that,  in  consequence 
of  my  conduct,  he  has  been  deprived  of  my  assistance.  I  do 
riot  know  what  assistance  I  could  have  afforded,  had  this  pro- 
ceeding been  conducted,  as  I  wish  it  had  been,  by  any  officer 
connected  with  that  expedition,  and  I  had  officiated  here 
merely  in  the  character  of  Judge  Advocate,  which  lie  has  been 
deprived  of,  by  the  manner  in  which  this  prosecution  has  been 
conducted  :  the  only  assistance  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
Judge  Advocate  to  give  the  party  accused  in  any  case  is,  on 
the  one  hand,  by  shaping  any  questions,  which  ihe  party  ac- 
<nised  has  to  put,  in  legal  form  ;  by  solving  any  difficulty  as  to 
the  relevancy  of  the  facts  adduced,  either  by  the  iirosecutor  or 
by  himself;  and,  by  taking  care,  on  the  other,  that  no  illegal 
evidence  is  adduced  against  him.  With  regard  to  the  first 
jioints,  the  able  assistance  which  he  has  had,  professional  and 
otherwise,  made  all  assistance  from  me  unnecessary.  I  have 
declined  no  questions  he  has  thought  fit  to  put  to  me ;  and,  with 
respect  to  the  other,  I  have  already  stated,  that  he  has  re- 
ceived all  the  assistance  which,  to  the  best  of  my  judgement, 
I  was  able  to  afford  him. 

Another  complaint  is,  that,  after  the  charges  were  delivered 
to  him,  other  charges,  or  alterations,  were  introduced.  With 
regard  to  that  point,  I  am  persuaded  I  am  speaking  in  the 
knowledge  of  every  Member  of  this  Court.  [Here  General 
Whitelocke  interfered,  to  state  that  he  had  not  made  this  a 
ground  of  complaint].  If  General  Whitelocke  says  he  did 
not  complain  of  that,  1  am  ready  to  take  his .  admission ; 
at  the  same  time,  having  mentioned  the  subject,  I  think  it 
right  to  state,  that,  though  it  was  thought  proper  to  deliver  to 
General  Whitelocke  the  charges  as  soon  as  they  were  decided 
upon,  it  is  in  all  cases  perfectly  understood,  that,  till  the  King's 
warrant  is  signed,  there  is  the  power  in  the  crown,  or  in  the 

farty  who  brings  forward  the  prosecution,  to  alter  those  charges, 
was  not  satisfied  with  its  being  generally  so  understood ;  but, 
when  I  sent  those  charges  to  General  Whitelocke,  I  distinctly, 
and' in  terms,  reserved  tliat  power,  lest  he  should  jrfritertain 
the  opinion  that  no  alterations  might  be  made  in  therp^.I  sent 
him  word  that  it  was  posjBible,  nay,  probable,  that  sonie  ad- 
ditions or  alterations  mig^  be  made  in  the  charges  already 
delivered.,^.         ..-, 

Another   complain^  •  is,^   that    opinions   have  been  stated. 

Sounded  upon  subsequent  knowledge.     Now,  I  do  remember, 
nt,  ia  one  case,  a|;aaiaDt  General  (Brigadier-G^nenJ  Cratl'^ 
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fiird)  did  submit  to  the  Court,  or  perhaps  to  me,  whether  be 
ought  to  state  a  fact,  the  knowledge  of  which  he  had  derived 
from  circumstances  arising  subsequent  to  the  time  when  he  bad 
i.>i^en  information  it)  Liculenant-Cieneral  Whitelocke  on  the 
subject:  that  was  in  the  case  of  Pri^adicr-Geiieral  Craufurd, 
who  said,  that  he  had  known,  after  he  was  taken  prisoner, 
that  the  army  of  General  Liniers,  which  he  had  defeated  oq 
the  2d,  amounted,  I  think,  to  iOOO  men;  but,  it  appearing 
that  that  fact  was  not  known  to  General  ^\  hitelocke,  and 
could  not  be  known  to  General  Wliiteloeke  at  any  tinae  when 
it  could  influence  his  conduct,  I  then  gave,  as  my  opixiioo, 
(hat  it  could  not  be  received  in  evidence  against  him,  be- 
cause he  could  only  be  judged  according  to  the  information 
he  had  received  at  the  time,  when  he  was  called  upon  to  act 
upon  that  information.  I  protest  I  do  not  know  (nor  haf 
General  Whitelocke  expressed)  to  what  other  passage  in  the 
evidence  his  observations  apply ;  I,  therefore,  must  conclude 
this  char[j^e  was  merely  meant  to  adorn  die  defence^  and  stands 
on  no  foundation  whatever. 

I  now  come  to  another  complaint,  which  I  am  sorry  has  been 
made,  because  it  calls  upon  me  to  allude  to  circumstances  titat 
I  have  not  adverted  to  in  the  course  of  this  prosecution,  and 
which,  out  of  delicacy  to  the  party  accused,   1  should  ratlier 
have   abstained   firom    altogether.      General  W'hitelocke   has 
stated,  that  proceedings,  novel  in  our  military  jurisprudence, 
however  they  may  be  sanctioned  bv  other  courts,  liave  been 
adopted  for  the  purpose,  as  it  should  seem,  of  coHoctin«r  c>i- 
dencrc  to  convert  calumnies  ajrainst  liim  inio  matters  of  c!iar«yc. 
If  that  has  been  the  conduct  whith  1  have  pursued,   I  do  not 
fK"^(Tvt»  to  remain   in   the  situatiiiO  I  hold  ;  and,   1   ]>rotest,  I 
was  at  fu'st   perfectly  at  a  lo^s  to   unilcrstand   to  what  eircum- 
siancM.'s  those  observations  alluded.     I  will  now  state  plainly  to 
t])c  ('ourr,   I  owe  it  to  myself,  and  I  owe  it  to  the  Guurt.  to 
>*tate  what  I  a[)])rchond  those  circumstances  to  b<».      It  so  hai)- 
pencd,  that  when  I  entered  upon  xhc  office  in  which  I  noi**  ac!- 
dn-;s   yon,  I  found   tht;   char;ics  ai^ainst  Lieu  tenant-General 
ocke  ])re|)arcd,  but  not  decided  upon:   I  found,  among>: 
otiicr  chari^cs,  the  charge  of  nii>l>eliavin;j;  befort»  the  eneniv  : 
I  neo<l  not  inform  the  Court,  thaf  it  was  a  cbarixe  of  cowardice. 
I'pon  considering^  t!u>:>e   ehari^es,  it  struck  me^   that,  w  ith  re- 
^\)rrt  to  the  others,  there  was  ilu  evidence  of  the   orders  and 
di^p•ltche•^  of  General  A\  hitelocke,  which,  without  any  addi- 
tion d  evidcMice  whatever,  or  without  examining  a  sinijfle  wit- 
ness:. W'.TC,  as  I  stated  to  the  Court  at  the  outset,  ahuiulantlv 
sufticient  to  justify  those  chart^es;  but  i  am  not  ashanu\i  to 
own,  tliat  I  did  feel  considerable  difficulty  in  brinti-insr  for- 
wards that  charge  against  any  officer,  without  knowing  ht-fore- 
hand  that  there  was  some  distinct  evidence  upon  which  I  could 
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state  to  the  Court  that  charge  was  to  be  supported.  I  need 
not  reminil  you  of  the  reports  which  we  have  heard;  but  I 
did*  not  wish,  upon  so  impurtant  a  point,  to  rely  upon  reports 
merely ;  1  felt  that,  with  respect  to  the  other  charges,  now- 
evcr  much  they  might  disgrace  him  as  an  officer,  yet  they 
might  not  be  considered  as  disgraceful  to  him  in  any  other  than 
his  military  character;  but  that  a  charge  of  so  ignominious  a 
nature  as  cowardice,  tending  to  exclude  him  altogether  from 
society,  was  one  which  ought  not  to  he  brought,  without  know- 
ing, beforehand,  that  it  rested  upon  some  ground  :  that  the 
charge  of  cowardice,  when  coupled  with  the  particular  circum- 
8ta!ices  of  this  case,  was  one  which  would  never  be  forgotten, 
and  which  would  probably  cling  to  him  for  ever,  although  he 
were  legally  acquitted.  I  submitted  my  doubts  both  to  the  law 
officers  of  the  crown,  and  to  several  members  of  his  Majesty's 
government;  they  felt  the  same  doubts  and  difficulties:  we 
felt,  in  common,  that  the  reports  were  too  g(?noral  to  be  wholly 
disregarded;  that  the  country  had  a  right  to  expect  that,  if 
there  was  just  ground  for  such  a  charge,  that  charge  ought  to 
be  brought  forward  ;  but  that,  without  knowing  that  there  was 
any  other  ground  than  mere  report,  it  was  hard  upon  the  party 
accused.  Under  these  difficulties,  I  did  reluctantly,  I  acknow- 
ledge, forego  the  determination  1  had  made,  of  having  no  pre- 
vious communication  with  any  one  witness  who  was  to  be  called 
in  this  prosecution,  and  I  resolved  upon  seeing  some  of  the 
officers  of  General  Whitelocke's  staff;  not  all,  for  all  were 
not  in  town  at  that  time ;  I  resolved  to  see  them,  not  as  General 
Whitelocke  has  stated,  "  for  the  purpose,  as  it  should  seem,  of 
'*  collecting  evidence  to  convert  tnose  calumnies  into  matter  of 
**  charge,'*  but  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  that  those  calum- 
nies, if  calumnies  they  were,  should  be  brought  as  matter  of 
charge  against  Lieuteiiant-General  Whitelocke.  1  need  not 
state  to  the  Court  that  that  was  an  inquiry  which  could  not  be 
pressed.  The  result  was,  that  there  did  not  appear  to  me  to 
be  ground  upon  which  I  could  have*^skated  to  tlie  Court,  that 
there  was  a  foundation  for  that  charge;  in  consequence,  the.  ^ 
charge  was  dropt.  After  this  accurate  statement  of  what  passed  ^ 
upon  that  occasion,  1  will  leave  it  to  the  Court  to  decide  what* 
ground  of  complaint  General  Whitelocke  has  at^ainst  me.  Whe- 
ther the  delicacy  which  I  felt,  and  upon  whicn  I  acted  on  the 
subject,  may  have  been  misapplied,  I  will  not  inquire.  He  owes 
me  ao  thanks  for  it;  for  it  arose  from  no  personal  feelings  to- 
wards himself;  but  it  arose  from  the  regard  which  I  felt  to  be 
due  to  the  character  of  any  officer  brought  upon  his  trial ;  a 
regard  which  I  am  not  ashamed  to  avow,  and  which  1  shall 
never  repent  having  yielded  to. 

The  next  subject  of  complaint  is  not  less  serious  than  the  last. 
In  eaumeratiug   all  the  various  instances  of  harsh  conduct. 
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which  he  thinks  he  has  received  from  me,  he  says,  *'  still  lesi 
**  could  I  suppose  that  the  protection  of  the  Court  would 
**he  necessary  to  prevent  the  ])rosecutor,  educated  in  legal 
**  hahits,  from  pursuing  me  even  to  my  private  moniena, 
*'  and  requiring  my  Secretary  to  state  ail  tne  conversations, 
*^  wliich  in  the  course  of  our  relative  situations,  have  passed 
"  between  us;  and  yet,  it  is  at  this  point  only,  and  through 
interposition  of  the  Court,  that  the  prosecutor  Imi 
^  >od  in  his  inquiries." — Now,  Sir,  the  only  answer  which 
I  can  make  to  that  charge  is  the  most  direct  and  unequivood 
denial  of  the  tact  stated :  and  to  prove  that  I  do  not  make  that 
assertion  on  sliglit  grounds,  I  will  read  the  minutes  of  what 
pa«*<i  d  iipo:i  tha:  occasion.  A  question  was  put  by  nie  to  Liea- 
tenunt-Coionel  Torreis. 

[The  Juvlge  Advo«\ite  read  an  extract  from  the  evidence  of 
Li«u  onasit-ColonelTorrens — be,^inning^  "Relate  to  the  Court 
"  i!?o  c  >nversations  which  passed  hetween  the  Lieutenant-Ge- 
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:>cral  and  yourself" — tndin^^  *'  the  communication  of  any  of 
the  Court,  or  of  General  Whitelocke  himself  upon  it."]  ' 
I  liave  now  read  the  evidence  upon  which  that  charge  agaia^ 
me  is  founded,  a!id  with  that  I  conclude  my  obsen'ations  na 
General  Whitelockc's  complaints  against  me.  I  have  to  regret 
that  it  has  happened,  as  I  intimated  to  you  at  the  outset  J  feared 
it  would,  that,  in  consequence  of  my  having  unavoidably  do 
previous  knowledge  of  what  the  witnesses  had  to  state,  j-our  at- 
tention has  hcen  not  nnfrequently  diverted  to  inquiries,  whicli. 
^ftcr  much  time  spent  in  minute  investigation,  appeared  to 
have  no  direct  or  important  bearing  upon  tlie  real  merits  of 
this  case. 

It  would  bo  an  ill  rctuni  for  the  unwearied  and  persevering 
attention  which  you  have  unitbnnlv  shown  to  every  part  of  the 
voluminous  mass  of  evidence  whicb  lies  before  me,  if  I  were 
now  10  take  up  your  time  by  any  recapitulation  U|>on  points 
which  appear  to  me  of  the  description  of  those  to  wliich  I  have 
alluded.  And  I  shall  abstain  from  them  the  more  willingly,  be- 
cause, if  I  should  have  considered  any  to  be  of  that  description, 
wliich  ujiiv  have  struck  any  Honourable  Member  of  this  Coun 
{is  more  iiiiportant,  1  havo  the  satisfaction  of  knowing*  that  vou 
arc  all  so  completely  masters  of  this  case,  as  to  be  able  to  cor- 
rtM'f  :iny  lUfdCts,  or  supj)ly  any  omissions  which  I  may,  inad- 
VvTi'.MiLly,  fall  into. 

Jn  the  first  place,  1  should  wish  to  dispose  of  the  latter  part 
of  t!ic  firsi  ciiarge,  1  mean  the  article  in  the  summons  to  the 
towu,  re')uiring  thu  surrender  of  all  civil  oflicers,  as  prisoners 
of  '.  ar,  hecause  it  is  a  distinct  independent  fact,  uncon- 
nec:od  wiih  any  detail  of  military  operations.  The  fact  h?.s 
be-eii  prrvivl,  aii'l  is  likcwis>e  admitted.  It  is  charged  to  have 
been  unusual.     If  that  allegation  is  not  founded^  it  >vas  for  Oc- 
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nenil  Whitelocke  to  have  proved  the  contrary.  It  was  for  him 
to  have  shown,  that,  in  all  the  variety  of  treaties  and  capitula- 
tions, extant  in  history,  there  was  a  single  instance  to  be  found 
'of  such  a  demand  being  made.  He  has  not  produced  one  soli- 
tary precedent  to  justify  it.  He  has  stated,  indeed,  that  the 
civil  authorities  of  Buenos  Ayres  were  decidedly  hostile  to  the 
^English.  I  readily  admit  it.  But  is  Buenos  Avres  the  only 
'town  where  the  inhabitants  have  been  decidedly  attached  to 
their  own  country,  and  as  decidedly  hostile  to  the  enemy's. 
And  yet,  if  in  no  case  has  the  commander  of  an  invading  army 
ever  offered  such  a  condition  to  the  besieged,  surely  tne  ab- 
•sence  of  all  precedent,  the  silence  of  all  history,  is  no  weak  ar- 
•gument  against  its  pr;licy  and  its  justice.  The  charge  im- 
putes to  General  ^Vhitelocke,  that  instead  of  embracnig  the 
opportunity,  when  he  summoned  the  town,  of  proclaiming  the 
beneficial  views  by  which  his  Majesty  was  actuated  in  sending 
so  large  a  force  to  Buenos  Ayres;  instead  of  holding  out  such 
favourable  termfof  capitulation  to  the  Spanish  General,  tliQ 
troops,  and  the  inhabitants,  as  should  induce  them  to  oppose  no 
Yesistance  to  the  British  arms,  and,  to  spare  the  effusion  of  blood, 
he  did,  on  the  contrary,  insert  a  condition,  which,  if  the  Spanish 
General  was  bent  upon  resistance,  he  must  have  wished  to  re- 
ceive ;  because  it  tended  to  wound  the  feelings  of  every  de- 
l«ription  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  rouse  one  common  sentiment 
of  indignation.  Bv  that  article  they  were  called  upon  to  deliver 
tip  ever)'  respectaljle  inhabitant  to  whom  they  were  indebted 
for  the  administration  of  justice,  and  of  the  laws,  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  conqueror.  With  that  article  before  their  eyes, 
could  they  believe  that  his  Majesty  had  not  determined  entirely 
to  overturn  all  their  laws  and  usages;  every  thing  which  edu- 
cation and  prejudice  had  rendered  sacred,  when  those  persons, 
without  distinction,  whom  the  inhabitants  looked  up  to  with 
gratitude  and  respect,  as  the  instruments  of  conveying  to  them 
the  benefit  of  those  blessings,  were  to  be  consigned  over,  at 
once,  to  military  captivity.  Could  a  stronger  incitement  to 
vigorous  resistance  have  been  applied  to  any  minds.  And 
though  I  cannot  charge  General  Whitelocke  with  a  disobe- 
dience to  his  instructions,  because  his  instructions  apply  only  to 
places  which  are  brought  into  subjection  to  his  Majesty,  yet  I 
cannot  help  observing,  how  totally  he  has  deviated  from  the 
spirit  and  letter  of  those  instructions;  and  how  differently  he 
has  argued  upon  them  in  another  part  of  his  dispatch.  The 
instructions  state,  "  that,  in  whatever  part  his  Majesty's  an- 
"  thority  shall  be  established,  the  greatest  care  must  be  taken, 
**  and  the  most  earnest  endeavours  used,  to  conciliate  the  good- 
"  will  of  the  inhabitants,  by  abstaining  from  every  thing  which 
*^  can  shock  their  religious  opinions  or  prejudices;  by  respect- 
"  ing  their  persons  and  property,  by  a  rcmoi^al  of- those  restiic- 
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*'  ttons  ^nd  impositions  of  which  they  most  complainy  and  by 
"  making  them  ft:el  in  general  the  beneficial  influence  of  hit 
**  Majesty's  government,  as  conjpared  with  that  under  which 
**  they  were  before  placed."     You  will  observe  that,  in  bispri- 
Tate  dispatches,  in  stating  his  reasons  for  abandoning  his  origi- 
nal intention  of  bombarding  the  town,  and  for  having  recourse 
to  that  unfortunate  plan,  which  forms  the  subject  of  the  second 
charge,  he  says,  "Besides  the  measure  of  bombardment,  or 
'*  any  other  measure  which  mielit  occasion  an   indiscriminate 
"  loss  of  life,  ruin  the  town,  and  irritate  the  j)eople,  appeared 
^*  to  me,  upon  reflection,  contrary  to  botli  the  spirit  and  letter 
*'  of  my  instructions."     Now,  the  bonr^bardment  of  the  town, 
however  much  to  be  regretted  on  other  accounts,  might  be  a 
necessary  measure  to  eflectuate  the  object  of  his  instructions, 
which  (whetlier  right  or  wrong,  is  not  now  the  question)  was  to 
take  possession  of  the  province ;  but,  if  the  bombardment  of 
the  town,  however  necessary  in  other  respects,  was  in  his  opi-!- 
nion  impoHtic,  and  therefore  abandoned,  becqaise  it  might  tend 
to  irritate  the  people,. surely  the  proposing  terms  ot  unpre- 
cedented harshness  and  rigour  in  the  nrst  iubtance,  as  the  ear- 
nest of  what  was  to  be  expected  in  future,  as  tiie  first  specimen 
of  British  forbearance  and  moderation,  was  to  the  full  as  likely 
to  irritate  the  people,  and  to  lead  to  those  extremities  which  he 
professes  himself  desirous  of  avoiding.     But  whether  this  ge- 
neral outline  of  the  grounds  upon  which  it  was  thought  right  to 
submit  this  part  of  the  charge  to  your  consideration  be  well 
founded,  or  whether  you  shall  think,  in  respect  to  the  former 
parts  of  this  charge,  that  all  the  preliminary  preparations,  be- 
fore the  >:iilin;(  ol  the  expedition,  were  what  a  skilful  and  pru- 
dent Gei  *tri]  would  have  made,  with  a  view  to  ensure  the  suc- 
cess of  the  expedition;  that  every  thing  was  done  to  procure  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  cavalry  ;  that  it  was  proper  that  the  (.'ora- 
mander  of  the  expedition  should  have  no  direct  personal  conver- 
sation with  liis  Commissary-Cjeneral,  whom  1  think  it  is  stated 
he  never  saw  above  once  j)reviously  to  his  leaving  Monte  Video; 
whether  you  think  it  wai.  right  that  Colonia,  the  only  strong  post 
above  Monte  Video  on  the  left  inink  of  the  river,  the  importance 
of  which  has  been  stated  by  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty,   .should  be 
abandoned  and  dismantled,  although  it  is  proved,  by  liis  autho- 
rity, it  niijjht  have  been  uiaiutained  by  a  \ery  small  fc^rce  ;  whe- 
ther you  sliall  think  tha.  in  these,  or  in  the  other  points  which 
were  adduced  in  evidence  upon  that  part  of  the  ehari^e.  all  was 
done  that  ought  to  be  done,  and  nothing  omitted  but  what  was 
unavoidable,  I  willingly  admit,  that  these  are  all  points  of  such 
minute  importance,  compared  to  those  to  which  the  secoaJ 
charge  applies,  that  I  ought  not  to  take  up  any  part  of  voar 
time  in  recapitulating  them. 

Proceeding,  tlierefore,  lo  the  second  charge,  uotwiilistandiiig 
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the  time  which  has  been  taken  up  in  inquiring  into  the  difRcuU 
ties  the  army  had  to  encounter  in  passing  the  swamps  from 
Ensenada  to  the  heights,  I  here  again  am  ready  to  admit,  at 
least  for  tlie  sake  of  the  argument,  that  whatever  losses  the 
army  sustained  in  the  crossing  that  swamp  were  unavoidably 
incurred,  and  those  points  to  whicli  the  charge  refers  I  shall 
consider  as  beginning  from  tlie  time  that  the  army  reached 
Keduction,  except  in  one  or  two  instances,  to  which  I  shall 
presently  advert.  The  facts  I  am  about  to  state  are  facts  which 
have  been  adduced  in  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution, 
which  have  not  been  contradicted  by  General  Whitelocke,  and 
which,  therefore,  I  must  consider  as  established. 

It  appears  that,  on  the  1st  of  July,  the  advanced  corps  arrived 
at  a  position  from  two  to  three  miles  beyond  Reduction;  on 
that  day  that  it  passed  the  river,  on  the  2d,  defeated  the  ene- 
my, and  occupied  a  position  before  tlie  town  the  same  evening. 
That  the  advanced  corps  occupied  this  })osition  by  the  positive 
orders  of  General  Whitelocke,  but  that  they  received  no  sup- 
port from  that  General,  nor  was  it  possible  from  his  movement 
for  him  to  have  afforded  them  any.  That  the  main  body, 
under  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  arrived  at  Reduction  on 
the  1st,  and  that,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  he  ordered 
Major-General  Gower  to  advance,  and  pass  the  Chuello,  and 
take  up  a  position  near  the  town,  stating  that  he  would  support 
him  with  the  whole  of  his  army*  That  the  main  body,  on  the 
2d,  marched  under  General  Whitelocke  from  Reduction,  about 
ten  o^cIock,  and  that  after  a  march  of  seven  miles,  without  pass* 
hig  the  river,  or  communicating  with  the  advanced  corps,  they 
fazuted  at  half  past  two  or  three  o'clock,  near  some  farm  housfes, 
where  the  troops  could  be  snpphed  with  fuel.  It  appeared 
that  the  troops  were  able  to  have  marched  further.  That  a 
cannonade  was  heard  in  the  evening,  in  tlie  direction  of  the 
town,  and  that  no  measures  were  taken  to  ascertain  the  cause 
of  it.  That  no  reconnoisance  was  made  either  to  ascertain  the 
state  of  the  brid^^e,  or  any  of  the  fords.  That  the  main  body, 
under  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  joined  the  advanced 
corps  near  the  town  about  three  o'clock  on  the  3d  of  July,  and 
toot  up  a  position  before  the  town.  That  the  rear  o^uard,  un- 
der Colonel  Mahon,  consisting  of  1600  men  and  200  seamen, 
arrived  at  Reduction  on  the  Jd  of  July,  and  that  a  communi- 
cation was  opened  with  the  shipping  at  Point  Quilmes.  That 
Colonel  Mahon  received  orders  to  halt  at  Reduction  till  further 
orders.  That  he  received  no  further  orclei*s  till  25  minutes 
after  ten  on  the  5th  of  July,  when  he  received  an  order  by  two 
countrymen  to  march  to  the  bridge.  That  the  artillery  was 
suiBciently  provided  and  ecpiippcd  to  keep  pace  with  the  move- 
ment of  the  army,  and  that  no  considerable  delay  occurred  on 
that  account.     That  the  corps  which  composed  the  main  body 
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of  the  army,  namely,  die  3Sth  and  87th  regiments,  w^rc  more 
competent  to  march  and  to  bear  fatigue  than  the  36th  and  88th, 
which,  with  the  light  brigade,  formed  the  advanced  corps. 
Theri'fore,  that  the  main  body  might  have  arrived  before  the 
low-n  on  the  evening  of  the  2d ;  that  if  the  main  body  had  ar- 
rived before  the  town  on  the  evening  of  the  2d,  and  entered  the 
town,  the  place  would  have  been  captured.  That  fact  stands 
upon  the  evidence  of  Major-General  Gower  and  Brigadier- 
General  Craufurd.  They  have  stated  to  you  their  reasons  for 
that  opinion.  They  say  that  the  concurrent  testimony  of  all 
the  prisoners  was,  that  till  twelve  or  two  o'clock  on  the  2d  of 
July,  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  and  their  means  of  defence 
had  been  turned  towards  the  line  of  the  Chucllo  and  the  Plata, 
and  that  consequently,  the  entrance  of  a  body  of  troops  into 
the  town,  fi*om  the  westward  side,  was  by  them  totally  unex- 
pected and  unprovided  for. 

I  would  wish  now  to  take  notice  of  the  sort  of  defence  Gene- 
ral Whitelocke  has  set  up  for  this  separation  of  the  columns, 
which,  if  the  evidence  of  Major-General  Gower  and  Brigadier- 
General  Craufurd  is  well  founded,  was  fatal  to  the  success  of 
the  expedition  ;  and  in  order  to  consider  not  only  what  his  con- 
duct was,  but  the  circumstances  under  which  he  acted,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  ascertain  what  information  was  then  received, 
up  to  the  2d  of  July,  of  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  and  of  the 
state  of  our  own  army  at  that  time.  The  information  of  the 
designs  of  the  enemy,  as  Colonel  Bourke  states  it,  w^s,  that 
he  intended  to  dispute  the  pass  of  the  Chuello.  General 
Whitelocke  himself,  in  his  public  dispatch,  says,  that  **  the  armv, 
*' on  the  1st  of  July,  reached  deduction,  a  village  about  nine 
**  miles  distant  from  the  hridgc  over  the  Kio  Chuello  ;  on  the 
**  opposite  hank  of  which  the  enemy  had  constructed  batterirs 
*'  and  estahlished  a  fomiidahle  line  of  defence ;"  and,  in  his 
private  dispatch,  he  says,  "  tliat  there  the  enemy  intended  to 
*'  make*  a  stand." 

It  is,  therefore,  clear,  that  in  attempting  to  turn  their  flat.k, 
which  he  says  was  his  object,  an  action  was  probable,  and  Ge- 
iirral  Craufurd  has  told  yon,  thiit  the  moment  he  saw  that  or- 
der to  Cioneral  (Jower,  upon  \\hich  so  much  has  been  said,  he 
j)crccivcd  an  action  coulu  not  he  avoided.  Of  the  force  of  die 
tncniy  notiiinu^  certain  was  known  ;  hut  it  appeared  that,  from 
tlie  lu!si  accounts  which  could  be  collected,  their  force  amount- 
ed to  iVom  (>  to  10,000  men.  It  is  in  j)roof  that  the  '56tli  and 
i^xth  rt'^iuHMirs,  which,  with  the  light  brigade,  forniod  thr 
^dv.'MKvd  corps,  wci»e  not  in  t;:ood  marching  order,  and  that 
(iciicral  Whitelocke  had  himself  observed  the  exhausted  •itate 
of  tli(><o  regiments  the  day  before.  'J'he  Court  will  next  civi- 
si.l(  r  what  precautions  were  taken  l)V  I  Jeutenant-Goneral 
\\  hitelocke  to  secure  the  certainty  of  fiis  being  able  to  sup- 
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port  this  corj^s  with  the  main  body.     In  the  first  place,  it  ap- 

f)ears  that  the  guides  were  not  contVonieJ  ;  it  appears  that  Co- 
oncl  ^3oiirke,  who  was  sent  witli  that  order,  which  is  stated  by 
all  the  witnesses  to  have  been  a  peremptory  one   (except  by 
Briguiier-General  Craufurd,  who  says,  that  he  read  it  only 
once,  and  cannot  remember  it  witli  accuracy),  was  directed  to 
deliver  it  to  General  Cower  as  soon  after  day-light  as  possible: 
jand  it  appears  that,  at  half  past  ei^^ht,  when  Colonel  Bourkc 
was  on  his  return  from  the  advance  to  Reduction,  he  met  Ge- 
neral VVhitelocke  in  advance  from  the  main  body^  no  order 
•    having  been  then  given  for  the  march  of  the  main  body  or 
jany  part  of  it :  that  immediately  afterwards  an  order  was  given, 
and  carried  by   Lieutenant- Colonel    Torrens,   for    the   87th 
regiment    to  advance:    that  while   Lieutenant-Colonel  Tor- 
rens was  absent,  in  the  delivery  of  that  order,  another  ordtn: 
was  given  for  the  whole  body  to  advance,  and  Uiat  that  body 
did  advance  at  4:en  o'clock.     The  Court  will  recollect  that 
the  advanced  corps  marched,  from  a    position  about   three 
miles   in  advance  of  Reduction ;  it  will  be  for  them,  there- 
fore, to  consider  whether  the  precautions  which  were  taken, 
aduiittlng  General  Whitelocke's  defence  to  be  true,  that  it  was 
'  intended  that  there  should  be  no  separation  of  the  line  of  march, 
whether  the  precautions  taken  were  those  which  a  prudent  and 
skilful  general,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  such  a  case  as 
this,  ought  to  have  taken,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  the  ad- 
vanced corps  (princi{)ally  composed  of  the  description  of  men 
which  you  nave  heard,  one  regiment  of  very  young  men,  and 
both  ill  fitted  for  marching,  from  long  confinement* of  many 
months  on  board  transports),  and  the  whole  of  the  advanced 
corps,  consisting  only  of  about  2000  men,  being  exposed  to  the 
risk  of  an  unequal  contest  with  the  enemy.     After  a  march  of 
seven  miles  the  mahi  body  halted.     I  will  draw  no  inference 
from  that  halt.    It  appears  that,  notwithstanding  sufficient  and 
proper  measures  were  not  taken  to  supply  the  troops  with  pro* 
visions,  yet  tliat  the  troops  had  bread  and  mea^  up  to  the  30tli ; 
that  much  inconvenience  was  experienct^d  during  the  marcli, 
from  the  want  of  regular  provisions,    and  from  the  froq^icnt 
halts,  which  brought  the  men  so  late  to  tlieir  ground,  that  they 
could  not  cook  what  they  had.     That  they  procured  cattle  and 
^heep  in  greater  quantities  than  was  necessary  for  their  wants  ; 
and  that  upon  the  2d  of  July  bread  was  found  at  the  Coral  for 
the  whole  army,  for  two  days.     That  no  communication  wnf^ 
kopt  up  with  the  diHerent  divisions  of  the  army,  and  that  t'lc- 
main  body  of  the  army  marched  31  miles  in  four  days.     Tiiut 
Major- General  Gower  sent  a  sunmiohs  into  the  town  on  the 
morning  of  the  3d.     That  in  so  doing  he  acted  under  the  po- 
sitive orders  of  Licutenant-Gencral  W'hitelochc,   which  wora 
communicated  to  Lieutenant- Colonel  Courke,    verbally,  by 
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Lieutenant- General  Wliitclocko,  but  delivered  in  writing  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bonrke  to  Major-General  Gower.  I  now 
come  to  those  facts  which  appear  to  me  to  apply  to  tbe  plan. 
Upon  that  plan,  as  a  measure  purely  militarvy  I  shall  not  pic* 
sume  to  ofler  a  single  observation,  6ut  I  shaft  confine  the  state- 
ment whirh  1  am  about  to  make,  to  the  facts  which  appear  upon 
tbe  evidence,  and  whicli  strike  me  as  material  to  enable  tbe 
Court  to  form  an  opinion  upon  the  merits  or  demerits  of  that 
plan. 

It  appears,  that  General  Whitelocke  received   informatioa 
from  Mr.  White,  on  the  Uh,  of  the  nature  of  the  enemy's  de- 
fence, and  that  this  information  was  correct  in  all  its  parts; 
that  the  plan  of  attack  was  resolved  upon,  and  pven  out  in  or- 
ders, without  any  rcconnoisance  having  been- made  of  tlic  points 
which  the  troops  were  to  assault ;    that  Lieutenant-Gcneral 
Whitelocke  had  not  made  known,  in  orders  or  otherwise,  the 
station  he  intended  to  occupy  during  the  attack  ;  that  no  pro- 
vision was  ina<le  for  retrtiat  in  case  of  failure ;  that  none  of  the 
general  officers,  except  tl>c  second  in  command,  concurred  in, 
or  gave  any  opinion  whatever  u\you  the  plan  ;    that  General 
Whitelocke  did  not  consult  Colonel  Pack  upon  the  nature  and 
situation  of  the  town,  or  the  plan  of  attack,  before  the  orders 
for  tbe  attack  were  issued,  although  he  was  tbe   senior  oflicer 
who  had  belonged  to  the  expedition  under  General  Beresford, 
and   was   fully  arqnaintcd  with  the  town,  and  generally  widi 
the  environs;    that  th<*  Admiral  was  not  consulted  upon  the 
plan  of  attack,  or  Itad  any  knowledge  of  it ;    that  gim-boats 
might  liavc  assisted  in  the  attack ;    and  that,  on  the  morning 
of  the  6th,  giin-hoats  opened  a  fire  upon  the  town,  and  conti- 
nued firing  till  the  truce  v^as  signed  ;  that  by  a  movement  to 
the  left  of  the  Hecollata,  a  communication  might  have  been 
opened  with  the  flcf*t ;  that  there  were  provisions  at  the  Coral, 
on   the  4th,  to  lasi  the  whole  army  for  four   or  five  davs; 
that  a  single  messenger  was  dispatched,  on  the  evening  oithe. 
3d,  to  Colonel  Mahon,  at  Reduction,  with  orders  to  Colonel 
Mahon  to  march,  on  the  4th,   to  the  bridge,  to  wait  till  tour 
o'clock  in  the  evening  ;  and  if  he  received  no  orders,  to  re- 
turn to  Uedurtion;  that  on  the  evening  of  the  4th,  and  after 
the  time  when  Colonel  Mahon  must  have  marched  back  to  Re- 
duction, if  he  had  received  and  acted  upon  the  former  order, 
which,  in  point  of  fact,  never  reached  him,  another  oixlervas 
dispatched  to  Colonel  Mahon,  at  Reduction,  and  sent  by  t«o 
countrymen,  directing  him  to  march  to  the  briilge ;  thatoo 
rcconnoisance  was  made  of  the  town,  or  of  the   bridge  over 
the  Chuclio  ;   and  that,   in   consequence  of  the  separation  of 
the  cohnrns,  the  army  lost  the  co-operation  of  1«0()  men,  un- 
der Colonel   Mahon  :  these  are  the  material  facts  which  tbe 
Court  have  in  evidence  upon  that  part  pf  the  case. 
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With  respect  to  tlie  latter  part  of  the  third  charge,  namely, 
the  execution  of  the  plan,  it  appears,  that  Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral  Whitelocke  ordered  the  cannon,  the  sig^nal  for  tlie  attack^ 
at  half  past  six;    that  the  Plaza  de  Tauros  was  taken  by  Sir 
Samuel  Achmuty,  at  nine  o'clock  ;  and  that  a  communication 
was  opened  with  the  shipping ;    that  from  6  to  700  prisoners 
were  taken,   with  abundance  of  ammunition,    and  above  30 
pieces  of  cannon ;   that  the  brigade  under  Brigadier-General 
Lumley,    had  no  chance  of  success  after  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning ;  that  no  communication  was  made  to  them  from  head- 
quarters, and  that,  about  two  o'clock,  the  36th  regiment,  part 
of  Brigadier-GeneraPLumley's  brigade,  and  the  jth,  forming 
a  part  of  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty's  brigade,  were  compelled  to 
retreat,  and  to  join  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  at  the  Plaza  de  Tau- 
ros ;  that  the  88th  regiment,  the  other  parts  of  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Lumley's  brigade,  under  Lieutenant-C'oloncI  Duff,   and 
Major  Vandeleur,  and  the  light  brigade,  under  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Craufurd  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack,  were  compelled 
to  surrender ;    that  the  columns  under  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty, 
Brigadier- (yeneral  Lumley,  Brigadier-General  Craufurd,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  (juard,  executed  the  purport  of  their  or- 
ders, but  that  no  communication  was  made  to  any  of  them  from 
head-quarters  during  the  attack  ;  and  that  the  36th  regiment, 
and  the  light  brigade,  were  compelled  to  surrender  for  want  of 
svch  further  orders,  or  of  support.     The  defence  which  Gene- 
ral Whitelocke  has  set  up,  on  this  part  of  the  case,  the  Court 
has  heard  so  recently,  that  I  shall  make  very  few  observations 
upon  it.  He  imputes  the  surrender  of  those  columns,  to  a  diso- 
bedience of  the  orders  he  had  given  :  he  states,  that  when  the 
two  divisions  of  the  light  briti^ade  had  an'ived  at  the  river,  they 
turned  to  the  left,  instead  of  following  the  directions  he  had 
given,  of  inclining  to  the  right.     I  must  entreat  the  Court  to 
consider  a  little  what  the  ctrcumstances  were,  under  which  those 
columns  found  themselves,   and  mo-t -particularly  that  division 
of  the  light  brigade  which  was  under  Brigadier-General  Crau- 
furd.    It  appe-cirs  upon  the  evicience,  that  it  met  with   no  re- 
sistance in  marching  through  the  town  ;  that  he  arrived  at  the 
Plata  without  firing  a  shot :  when  he  arrived  there  the  force  of 
the  enemy  was  all  .to  the  left.     The  Court  will  see  by  the  plan 
that  the  high  buildings,  which  he  was  directed  to  occupv,  were 
all  to  the  left ;  that  Colonel  Pack's  division,    which  he  states 
to  you  was  then  engaged  with  tlie  enemy,  from  the  firing  of 
musketry  he  heard,  wcve  nil  to  the  left.     VVhat  was  any  ofticer 
to  do  in  that  situation  ?  It  is  true,  unqnestiorral^ly,  that  had  he 
turned  to  the  right  he  might  have  effected  his  retreat  to  the 
Residentia ;    but  would  he,  as  General  Whitelocke  observes, 
have  effected  the  purport  of  his  orders,    by  turning  his  back 
upon  the  enemy,  uy  leaving  the  buildings  he  was  expr^^sl)  A\- 
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rcctcd  to  occupy,  and  by  going  to  the  Residentia,*  which  he  was 
never  even  iniormed  by  or  through  General  Whitelockc,  ms 
to  be  occupied  by  our  troops  ;  nor  did  he  know  the  fact  till  he 
was  joined  by  the  division  of  the  45th,  under  Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel  Guard.     The  Court  will  see,  that  the  instruction,  not  to 
inchne  to  the  left  must  have  applied  to  the  not  inclining  to  die 
left  during  the  march  through  tne  town  ;  because  if  it  applied 
to  any  thing  else,   it  was  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  other 
order,  tliat  the  high  buildings  were  to  be  taken  possession  of 
by  the  light  brigade.    I  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Court, 
whether  that  defence,  resting  upon  the  disobedience  of  or- 
ders, is  any  defence  f(^r  the  order  which  V*as  given  ;  and  the 
same  observation  equally  applies  to  the  other  division  of  the 
light  brigade  under  I. ieutenant- Colonel  Pack  ;   because  you 
will  find,  if  you  loc^k  to  the  map,  that,  in  order  to  comply  ^nth 
the  order  he  had  received,  of  occupying  the  high  buildings, 
he  was  compelled  to  turn  to  the  left;  in<ismuch  as,   if  I  do  not  - 
mistake  th(»  plan,  there  v.  as  no  hi|jjh  building  to  the  right ;  then 
it  will  be  for  the  Court  to  cof.sider,  what  the  officers  leading 
divisions  were  to  do  under  the  orders  they  had   received.    It 
appears,   that  the  olHcers    leading  divisions  were   furnished 
with  directions  for  their  conduct,  only  to  a  certain  point ;  from 
which  )>oint,  subsequent  operations  were  to  be    undertaken, 
with  a  view  to  the  object  of  the  attack  ;  and,   it  appears,  that 
no  means  were  taken  to  ensure  the  power  of  communicating 
further  ordi-rs  ;  and  that  no  other  attempt  was  made  by  Gene- 
ral W  liitelocke,  than  what  will  cijipear  hereafter,  to  commuui- 
e;ite  any  of  those  orders,  upon  wliirh,  by  his  own  statement, 
ail  the  iurther  operations  were  to  depend.  Tlie  Court  will  like- 
wise consider,  ul?i»t  would  have  been  the  con,se(juenee,  if  those 
orders,  which  hav(^  bvcu  produced  in  evidence,  liad  been  piuii'- 
tualiy  obeyed.    The  consecpience  would  have  been  this,  that 
cill  the  cohniins  of  tlie  linny  wtnild  have  taken  possession  of  the 
houses  near  the  I'hita,  would  have  formed,  as  the  order  states, 
on  the  tops  of  those  houses,  with  the  left  -lank  of  the  right,  and 
the  ri^ht  ilank  of  the  left,  pointing  to,  and  almost  eommuni- 
eatinji  with,  the  centre  of  tiur  enemy's  force ;  and  there  they 
were  to  remain,  foraupht  1  know,  till  this  time,  for  no  funher 
order  was  ever  commnnicated  to  tliem.     8o  nnich  1  thought  it 
ne('e>:sarv  to  state,  with  r*  spect  to  this  extraordinary  defence, 
which  has  been  set  upln  1  .ieuter.ant-General  Whitefocke  ;  and 
certainly,  if  he  did  think  fit  to  charge  those  otKeers  of  his  amiy^ 
whose  evidence  the  Court  have  heiii'd,  and  whose  fate,  after 
the  gallantry  they  displayed,  evervman  must  join  in  lamenting^ 
if  he  does  think  it  is  a  defence  to  him,  to  attribute  to  those  of- 
ficers disobedience  of  orders,  and  the  failure  of  the  expetlition, 
I,    perhaps,   have  less  reason  to  be  suq>rised  at  the  sort  of 
charges  he  has  thought  tit  to  throw  out  against  me. 
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The  next  point  he  has  stated  in  his  defence^  as  another  impu-> 
tation  against  the  conduct  of  that  column  is,  that  instead  of  oc- 
cupying tliree  houses,  only  one  wasi  occupied.  I  need  hardly 
observe,  that  from  the  evidence  which  the  Court  have  heard 
upon  that  subject,  if  there  was  an  expectation  of  receiving  fur- 
ther support,  and  if  it  was  the  object,  as  it  is  stated  by  tlicm- 
selves,  and  as  it  oup^ht  to  be,  of  hi»  oiBcers  commanding  that 
column,  as  long  as  possible,  to  avoid  a  surrender  ;  in  order  to 
wait  for  that  support  it  must  have  been  desirable  to  concentrate 
as  much  as  possible  that  force  ;  and,  therefore,  that  the  move- 
ment which  was  made  to  the  church  of  St.  Domingo  was  the 
most  advantageous  movement  which  could  be  made  for  that 

Eurpose  :  instead  of  occupying  three  houses,  which  would  only 
ave  tended  to  diminish  tlie  force,  and  probably  accelerate  the 
surrender  of  the  column. 

The  other  column,  the  45th,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Guard,  reached  the  Kesidentia,  and  occupied  it  at  seven  in  the 
morning  :  it  appears,  that  if  that  column  nad  been  supported  a 
communication  might  have  been  opened  with  the  river,  from 
which  it  was  distant  about  250  yards,  without  the  intervention 
of  houses.  It  appears,  by  the  evidence  of  Major  Nichols,  on 
whom  the  command  of  that  regiment  devolved.  As  soon  as 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Guard  made  the  movement  to  communi- 
cate with  Brigadier-General  Craufurd,  that,  if  supported,  a 
communication  might  have  been  opened,  and  kept  up  with 
Brigadier-General  Craufurd ;  that  no  material  impediments  oc- 
curred to  prevent  this  support  from  being  given,  as  appears 
from  the  evidence  of  Major-General  Gower,  Captain  Whit- 
tingham,  and  all  the  officers  who  were  examined  to  that  pouit. 
It  was  undoubtedly  stated  by  Captain  Foster,  and  I  state  it  to 
omit  nothing  which  can  make  in  favour  of  Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral  Whitelocke's  defence,  that  there  were  difficulties,  in  his 
opinion,  in  attempting  to  communicate  with  the  45th,  the 
right  flank  of  the  army,  but  it  was  proved  by  Captain  Whit- 
tingham,  that  the  next  day,  when  the  army  of  the  enemy  was 
more  disposable,  he  was  able  to  effect  that  movement  with  100 
infantry,  and  a  few  mounted  ca\'alry.  It  appears,  that  no  sup-» 
port  was  given,  and  that  no  communication  was  received  at 
the  Residentia  from  General  Wiiitelocke  till  one  o'clock  the  fol- 
lowing day,  that  the  troops  were  unpro\'ided  with  the  means 
necessary  to  insure  success,  such  as  scaling-ladders,  petards, 
and  proper  means  for  breaking  open  houses.  That  the  corps 
under  Colonel  Mahon  passed  tlie  Chuello  on  the  5th,  and  that 
no  endeavour  was  made  by  Lieutenant-General  Wiiitelocke 
to  comnmnicate  with  them  on  that  day,  so  far  as  to  the  different 
columns  of  the  army  on  that  day. 

I  now  come  to  the  personal  conduct  of  Lieutenant-General 
Whitelocke  on  that  day,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  neces 


sary  in  observing  oh  that  conduct,  as  it  applies  to  the  first  part  of 
the  2d  charge,  the  defect  of  personal  exertion,  to  justify  myself^ 
and  those  who  were  consulted  in  framin<^  these  charge?,  from  tlie 
imputation  of  entertainin<;  the  al>surd  preposterous  opinion,  that 
the  commander  in  chief  of  any  expedition  is  called  upon  to  expose 
his  life  to  hazard  upon  all  occasions.     So  far  from  wishing  that 
any  such  absurd  construction  should  be  put  upon  this  charge,  I 
am  ready  to  admit  that  the  commander  who  so  acts  is  utterly 
unfit  for  his  situation,  because,  by  so  doing,  he  commiLs  the 
safety  of  his  troops,  imd  the  success  of  the  enterprise  intrusted 
to  hinu     But  I  must  contend,  on  the  other  hand,  that  there  are 
occasions,  and  whe-her  this  is  one  of  those  occasions  the  Court 
will  juflire,  where  the  personal  exertion  of  the  commander  in 
chief  is  not  only  required,  but  an  indispensable  part  of  his  dntv. 
If  1  ui^htrcl  for  authorities  I  should  not  have  to  look  far;  there 
arc  ihosi*  among  the  mcuiliers  of  this  Court  whom  I  am  address- 
iiio*,  f(.riun«ate  enough  to  have  had  the  o])p6rtunity,  which  all 
woiiid  have  availed  themselves  of,  luul  the  same  good  fortune 
been  the  lot  of  all,  of  adding  to  the  glory  of  their  country,  and 
their  own  laurels,  by  the  w(»ll-timecl  display  of  those  qualities 
the  total  absence  ot  which  is  imputed  to  the  object  of  these 
charges;  but  I  will  not  offend  the  delicacy  of  any  man  bv  per- 
sonal allusions,  or  by  citing  living  and  present  instances  of  thi* 
truth,  I  niHv,  however,  without  oifeiice  advert  to  the  example  of 
a  noble  and  distinguished  commander,   now  unfortunatelv  no 
more,  who  has  hec^n  snatfliod  from  vou  and  from  the  world  in 
the  course  iA'  tliis  proccc^dinjj.     If  cvrr  thee  was  a   General 
who  had  pro\('tl  the  irresistible  elVecis  of  personal  exertion  in 
rouitiiand  imd  in  action,  it  was  Lord  Lake.      lie  lias  shown,  in 
a  variiMv  of  instances,  how  it  would  insure  the  confidence  and 
excite  tiu*  ardour  of  his  troops,  how  it  would  overcome  all  scurf 
ut'  faticiur  ami  infcrioritv  ol  nuni!)ers,  how  it  would  insjiire  liitni 
wiili  Ills  own  soiil,  supply  every  want,  and,  in  sjiite  of  all  ohsta- 
cU.s,  counnand  victc)rv.    l^ut  1  must  turn  from  the  pleasing  but 
melani  holy  recollection  of  his  virtues  to  the  conduct  of  (leneral 
..AV^hirc  locke.     It  npprars  that  General  W  hiteiocke  on  the  5ih 
j.  of  July  remained  staliotiary  at  the  (?oral,  a   place  described 
to  be  ai)oiu   t.(/0  vards  in   length,  and   550  in  breadth,  frora 
w  Inch  nothing  l)ut  the  tops  of  the  houses  of  the  town  could  be 
scon  from  six   in  the  morning  till  it  was  dark,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  .'tbout  half  an  hour,  during  which   ho  retired  to  Mr. 
\\  liite's  house,  which   was  al)0ut  2 "a)  yards   in  the  rear;  that 
the  lirino  of  cannon   and  musketry  be^an  almo>t    immcdiatclv 
after  ihr  troops  ujarched  l>v  his  orders  into  the  town,   at  half 
past  six  in  the  niorni!:g;  in;  t  it  rontinned  to   be   lu-ari!  at  tlic 
Coral  ui?li  more  or  le^s  violop.ce  during  the   whole  day,  cr, 
as  on »i  witness  states,  till  lour  o'clock  in  the  evening  ;  that  ail 
connnunieation,  almost  inm.ei lately  after  the  eonunenccinci>t 
Qtxhc  atUieW^  N\\\se\.\\.*.>'v\ 'vK\v,.ec.ii  Geneial  Whitil^ike  anduio 
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columns,  who  by  his  order  marched  into  the  town  ;  tliat  he  iiei>t 
Licuteriant-Coloi)cl  P'oster  into  the  town  to  reconnoitre,  I  be- 
lieve I  am  not  quite  accurate  as  to  the  time,  but  about  ten 
o'clock ;  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Foster  met  the  6th  dragoon 

fuards,  and  a  squadron  of  the  9th  light  dragoon^j,  who  had 
een  ordered  into  the  town  by  LieutenauL-Gencral  Whitelocke, 
and  which  were  forced  to  retreat  witli  loss.  That  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Foster  reported  to  Lieutenant-Crcneral  Whitelocke, 
about  eleven  o'clock,  that  from  the  tops  of  some  of  the  highest 
houses  he  could  distinguish  the  riflemen  firinjj  from  the  ton 
of  a  church ;  that  a  British  flag  flew  on  a  building,  which  lie 
took  to  be,  8\s  it  proved  to  be  afterwards,  the  llesideiitia, 
and  another  flag  to  the  left  ;  that  the  houses  from  wlficli 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Foster  made  those  observations  were  xi^t 
more  than  a  mile  from  the  Coral ;  that  Lieutenant-Gencral 
Whitelocke  sent  Lieulenant-Coloncl  Foster  several  times  in  the 
course  of  the  day  to  make  this  reconnoisance  ;  that  later  in 
the  day  it  grew  hazy,  and  he  could  only  distinguish  the  flag  con- 
tinuing to  fly  on  the  Residentia;  that  Licutcnant-General 
Whitelocke  sent  Major  Co^slcv,  with  only  two  or  three  dra- 
goons, to  reconnoitre  on  the  left,  who  returned  without  sue* 
cess;  that  about  two  o'clock  he  sent  Captain  Wliittingham, 
with  an  escort  of  ten  mounted  dragoons  and  thirty  infantry  ; 
that  about  four  o'clock  Captain  Whittingham  returned  with  no 
other  escort  than  the  ten  mounted  dragoons,  having  left  the 
infantry  at  the  Plaza  de  Tauros;  that  he  reported  the  situation 
of  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty,  and  Sir  Samuel's  advice  that  General 
Whitelocke  should  remove  his  head-quarters  to  the  Plaza;  but 
that  he  could  maintain  his  post,  and  desired  the  (-Jeneral  not  to 
hurry  himself ;  that  when  it  was  nearly  dark  General  White- 
locke left  the  Coral,  and  went  to  Mr.  White's  house,  where 
ke  passed  the  night ;  that  when  he  left  the  Coral,  he  was  in 
ignorance  of  the  fate  of  the  light  brigade  ;  that  he  made  no 
pei*sonal  attempt  to  communicate  with  or  support  the  diftercMt 
columns  of  his  army,  or  any  other  attempts  of  any  other  kind 
thap  those  already  mentioned,  excepting  the  giving  other  or- 
ders of  a  similar  nature  to  different  oflSccrs  of  his  staff  to  recon- 
noitre, and  let  him  know  what  was  going  on.  That  he  might 
have  changed  his  station  with  advantage  about  the  middle  of 
the  day  ;  tliis  is  proved  by  the  evidence  of  Major-Goncrtd 
Gower,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Boiirke,  and  the  Adjutant-Ge- 
neral. That  the  whole  of  the  reserve,  under  Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral  Whitelocke,  including  those  employed  in  guarding  the 
hospital  and  prisoners,  and  including  the  bth  dragoon  guards, 
and  the  9th  light  dragoons,  were  about  1 100  men,  on  the 
morning  of  the  5th  ;  tliat  after  the  casuallies  which  occurred 
to  the  ()th  dragoon  guards,  and  the  squadron  of  the  iUh  light 
dragoons,  the  amount  of  the  numbers  were  1060  men. 
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On  thft  rth,  it  appears  that  Genml  Whitelocke  sent  ni 
.'V!(i-(Jc-Camp  to  communicate  with  the  Residentia  and  with 
C'oUnel  Mahon.  That  he  received  that  moniing  a  letter  finmn 
General  l.iniers,  containing  proposals  for  a  treaty.  ThatGe^ 
ncial  Whitelocke  sent  an  immediate  answer,  refusing  the  termsy 
hut  proposing  a  cessation  of  hostilities  ;  that  he  set  out  for  the 
Flaza  de  'I'auros  about  twelve  o'clock,  and  arrived  about  ODe. 
That  on  the  evening  of  the  6th,  Lieutenant-General  Whitf- 
locke  sent  Major-General  Gower  into  the  town,  to  confer  frith 
CTCiieral  Liniers,  when  some  discussions  took  plaee,  iriiich 
were  duly  reported  to  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke.  That 
on  the  ^th  the  Admiral  came  on  shore,  and  then  a  treaty  for  the 
surrender  of  the  Residentia,  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  and  Monte 
Video,  was  concluded. 

Before  I  make  any  obsen^ation  on  the  subject  of  the  founh 
charge,  I  must  advert  to  two  objections  by  Lieutenant-General 
Whitelocke;  one  of  which,  if  well  founded,  goes  the  length 
of  establishing,  that  he  is  not  amenable  to  this  Court  at  all, 
inasmucli  as  ho  states  that  treaty  to  have  been  made  in  pur- 
suance of  civil,  and  not  of  military  instructions.  With  respect 
to  that  noint,  to  enable  the  Court  to  judge  of  the  grounds  on 
\Vhich  this  objection  rests,  I  will  read  what  the  general  instruc- 
tions are,  as  far  as  they  appear  to  relate  to  this  point. 

"Sir, — It  having  been  thought  advisable,  that  an   oflSccrof 

"  high  rank,  as  well  as  of  approi-ed  talents  and  judirement, 

"  should  be  sent  to  take  the  command  of  such  of  his  ^i'ajesty's 

*'  forces  as  are  at  this  time  employed  in  the  southern  provinces 

**  of  South  America,  I  am  to  inform  you,  that  his  Majesty  has 

'*  been  graciously  pleased  to  make  choice  of  vou  for  thatpar- 

*'  pose  ;  and  that  you  are  to  repair  forthwitli,  in  a  vessel  al- 

*^  ready  provided   for  jour  conveyance,  to  the  mouth  of  the 

"  river  Plata,  there  to  take  upon  you   the  said   command.*" 

These   instructions  then    proceed  to  give   him  orders,   both 

with  respect  to  the  reduction  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  the  altcn- 

tions  he  is  to  make  in  the  government  of  the  country ;  and  witb 

respect  to  the  commercial  regulation  he  is  to  establish  in  the 

rouutries  reduced  to  subjection.     So  that  it  clearly  appears, 

that,  under  these  general  instructions,  he  was  empowered  to 

act  both  in  a  civil  and  military  character.     Supposing  the  qo»- 

tion  of  his  authorities  stood  upon  these  instructions  alone,  the 

Court  must  judge,  whether  the  act  done  was  in  pursuance  of 

an  authority  of  a  civil  or  a  military  nature ;  or,  whether  be  is 

iiivested  with  other  powers  than  those  which  every  officer  most 

of  necessity  possess,  even  if  not  expressed,  who  proceeds  upon 

a  conquest,  namelj*,  of  conducting  the  civil  government  of  that 

conquest,  if  he  succeeds  in  his  enterprise,  till  his  Majesty's 

pleasure  is  made  Known.     Supposing  that  to  be  the  casc^  I 

would  wish  O'ic  CoAux.  to  Vvc;u:  what  the  civil  instructions  arc,  ifl 
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order  that  they  may  judge  whether  any  other  power  whatever . 
U  given  to  Lieutenant-Genend  Whitelocke,  under  those  in-' 
structions  called  civil,  than  those  which  he  already  possessed 
under  the  general  instructions  I  have  been  reading.    The  civil 
instructions  are  these : 

"  Sir, — In  addition  to  your  general  instructions  of  the  5tli 
instant,  I  am  now  to  signify  to  you  his  Majesty's  pleasure, 
that,  in  the  event  of  his  Majesty's  authority  being  established 
in  the  southern  provinces  of  South  America,  you  shall  assume 
^^  and  exercise,  until  his  Majesty's  further  commands  shall  be 
**  made  known  to  you,  the  civil  government  of  those  terri- 
tories; taking  for  your  guidance  and  direction,  the  instruc- 
tions that  have  already  been  conveyed  to  you  on  that  head. 
And  I  am  further  commanded  to  notify  to  you  his  Majesty's 
gracious  directions,  that  you  are  to  receive  for  your  salary 
*^  and  allowances,  in  that  capacity,  the  sum  of  40001.  steriing 
per  annum,  in  addition  to  your  military  appointments;  which 
sum  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  pay  yourself,  out  of 
'*  any  revenues  which  may  be  collected. on  account  of  his  Ma- 
**  jesty,  in  the  provinces  above  alluded  to ;  or,  should  such  re- 
*'  venues  prove  inadequate  to  the  purpose,  to  draw  upon  his 
"  Majesty's  treasury  for  the  amount  of  the  deficiency."  These 
papers  are  before  tlie  Court.  I  protest  I  cannot  discover  any 
new  powers  whatever,  which  those  civil  instructions  invest  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  with,  except  the  power  of  receiving  40001. 
9  year  for  salary.  All  the  other  powers  he  had  before,  under, 
the  general  instructions,  to  which  these  civil  instructions  refer; 
which  general  instructions  contained  the  powers  on  which  he 
was  to  act;  and,  in  consequence  of  which  power,  it  is  that  he 
concluded  the  treaty  which  is  now  the  subject  of  your  consi- 
deration. 

With  respect  to  the  other  objection,  taken  by  General 
Whitelocke,  that  an  officer  must  be  personally  present  in  is. 
fortress,  in  order  to  come  within  the  construction  of  the  clause 
under  which  this  charge  is  framed,  I  have  little  more  to  ob- 
serve, than  that  the  clause  in  question,  as  the  Court  well  know, 
is  penned  by  military  men  ;  it  is  intended,  exclusively,  for  mi- 
litary men;  no  other  but  military  men  are  subjected  to  its  pro- 
visions :  and  for  this  reason  I  am  not  at  all  qualified  to  give  an 
opinion  upon  the  point  It  is  entirely  for  the  Court.  I  cannot, 
undoubtedly,  discover  any  reason,  in  principle,  why  (suppos- 
ing the  fact  to  be  clear,  that  an  officer  has,  without  sufficient 
reason,  given  upto  the  enemy  a  post,  of  which  he  had  the 
charge,  and  which  he  was  intrusted  to  defend),  it  should  n)ake 
any  uilFerence  whether  he  was  or  was  not  personally  present  hi 
that  post.  Supposing,  for  instance,  the  Commanaer  of  Gib- 
ralt^  to  march  out  of  the  lines  of  that  fortress ;  and,  when 
WittioQt  the-lines^  to  make  a  treaty,  surrendering  the  place,  is 
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it  to  be  contended,  that  his  beinjr  out  of  the  lines  exeroptehim 
from  that  cUiuse  ?  whereas,  if  he  was  within  the  linos,  the  case 
would  come  within  the  act.  If  there  is  no  difference  in  the 
principle,  is  tliere  any  thing  in  the  words  of  this  clause  which 
tends  to  exclude  one  case  or  to  include  the  other?  The  word 
npou  which  I  conclude  the  argument  which  has  been  brought 
forward  by  Lieutenant-Gencral  Whitelocke,  if  he  means  to 
dTaw  any  inference  from  the  wording  of  the  clause,  must  be 
•' abancfon."  It  must  be  intended  to  contend,  tliat  the  word 
abandon  implies,  that  the  otRccr,  to  whom  the  charge  of  aban- 
don n;  cut  is  imputed,  must  he  personally  present  in  the  place. 
Whether  abandonment  signifies  any  thing  else  than  giving  up, 
and  whether,  if  it  only  signifies  givmg  up,  an  officer  not  pre- 
sent does  not  equally  give  up  the  post  as  if  he  were  present,  is 
for  the  Tourt  to  judge.  I  state  these  obser\'ations  as  thoic 
which  occur  to  me  upon  the  subject,  rather  as  the  reason  fbr 
the  charge  bring  brought  forward  in  the  way  it  is,  than  as  any 
<l<:ci.led  ()j)inion  of  my  cwn.  If  the  Court  should  think  that 
the  situation  Cieneral  VVhitclocke  hati  docs  not  exempt  him 
from  the  operation  of  the  clause,  it  will  then  he  for  the  Court 
to  consider  what  the  evidence  is  upon  which  this  charge  has 
been  supported;  and  I  feel,  in  that  respect,  I  own,  more  difE- 
rulty  than  I  have  done  m  any  part  of  this  proceeding,  because 
f  am  called  upon  to  controvert  the  opinion  of  two  gallant  offi* 

<  ers  of  high  rank  in  the  service,  who  have  given  opinions  fa- 
vuurable  lu  this  treaty.  One  of  those  ha^  stated  to  you  div 
tinctly  the  f;rouiKlt^  upon  whifh  that  treaty  was  made;  I  mean 
Sir  Samutl  Achmuty  ;  and  I  select  him,  because  he  went  niore 
at  length  into  the  rt^ascms  which  led  him  to  approve  the  treaty 
than  Slajor-Gentrul  (jrjwer,  who  likewise  approved  it,  undtr 
thf  circumstances  in  which  the.  army  was  placed.  The  rra«on? 
^iven  are  thc^e  :  and  I  am  the  more  anxious  to  state  iliem  ror- 
recviy,  because  this  i>art  (>f  the  charge  Liemenant-Geiieral 
^\'hitelocke  passed  over  slightly,  relyinjr  on  the  opiniiiusof 
v^'ir  Sanun.'l  Achmntv  and  Maior-General  Gower,  which  cor- 
responded  with  his  own.  'i'he  argumenl.s  are  these  :  that  the 
li^ht  infiintry  and  ririemen  were  ])risoners,  and  half  the  iru'ins 

<  Ui^agt  d  kiilod,  wonndcd,  or  captured.  The  remainder  fi- 
tljj^utd,  withcait  ( onfideiuc,  and  exposed  at  the  mo>t  incl*'- 
ment  season  <>t  the  year,  without  hhmkets,  in-eat  coats.  f>r 
;t  t:hf'intre  of  necessaries.  "J'he  Court  know  that  ilie  ren.iUR- 
iier   of   the  army   amounted,    as  proved  b}    the   return>,   n 

■Wo  men.  Th.  re  nDpears  to  be  no  n^asou  whv  tliev  shoi:ld 
bt  V.  ithout  cov(fr.  Tiiere  was  cover  at  the  Coral:  tbrTO 
uas  cover  ar  i!:f  Plaza  :  there  was  cover  at  the  Ke>idi'i:ULi, 
iTtlic  j:»t;ni»rJs  tir'n^^ht  proper,  as  have  I  no  doubt  they  woul-i 
have  dune,  tn  sei  nvi;  tnern  cuV(-r,  excepting,  of  coursi*.  'l'-^ 
pi'iueis,  ulio  luu^  ha\e  uccn  e.xpused^     It  is  stated  that  i:»'- 
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troops  were  fatigued  :  the"  Court  will  recollect,  how  these  troop» 
were  disposed  of;  there  was  a  large  force  at  the  Plaza,  con- 
sisting of  part  of  General  Lumley's  brigade,  and  Sir  Samuel 
Achmuty's  brigade,  and  that  part  of  the  reserve  which 
Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  carried  with  him  from  the 
Coral  to  the  Tauros.  The  remainder  of  the  reserve  appear  to 
have  had  very  little  action.  There  was  the  45th  at  the  Kesi- 
dentia,  who  had  never  moved  since  seven  on  the  morning  of 
the  bthy  when  they  took  possession  of  the  Rcsidentia;  and  there 
was  Colonel  Mahon's  corps  of  1800  men,  who  had  only  marched 
the  distance  from  Reduction  to  the  Coral  between  the  2d  of 
July  and  the  6th,  tliat  is  about  14  miles,  when  this  treaty  was 
decided  upon.     It  does  not  appear,  therefore,  that  there  was 

.  any  very  good  ground  for  the  opinion  that  the  troops  had  in- 
curred any  great  fatigue  on  the  6th ;  but  it  is  stated,  that  t!ie 
troo]is  wanted  confidence;  and  General  Whitelocke,  in  his 
defence,  has  thought  proper  to  insinuate,  though  not  directW 
to  assert,  I  think,  that  that  want  of  confidence  was  to  be  referred 
to  what  had  passed  on  the  2d  of  July;  but,  when  the  Court 
advert  to  the  evidence  given  by  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty,  they 
will  judge  whether  the  want  of  confidence  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty 
stated,  was  not  distinctly  stated  by  him  to  be  want  of  confidence: 
in  the  general  of  the  army,  and  expressed  in  terms,  which  he 
was  unwilling  to  repeat,  by  the  troops  under  him  at  the  Tauros. 
How  far  that  can  be  stated  by  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke, 
the  want  of  confidence  in  himself,  as  the  reason  why  he  should 
be  exempted  from  the  operation  of  this  clause^  it  will  be  for 
the  Court  to  consider.  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  proceeds  to  state, 
that  the  scattered  state  of  the  troops  was  a  reason  for  his  approve 
ing  of  the  treaty ;  that  Colonel  Mahon  might  be  attacked  by 
the  whole  force  of  the  enemy ;  that  there  was  a  difficulty  in 

.procuring  ordnance,  stores,  and  provisions  from  the  fleet.  The 
loss  there  was  every  probability  the  army  would  sustain,  if  ho- 
stilities were  recommenced.  The  difficult-  of  either  burning  or 
destroying  the  town  with  our  artillery.  The  houses  built  with 
high  terraced  roofs,  the  bricks  so  soft  that  the  shot  would  pent*- 
irate  without  shaking.  The  difficulty  of  efl'ecting  a  rciie;jU 
having  2000  of  our  best  troops  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy. 
and  the  danger  which  might  have  occurred  even  in  the  capture* 
of  the  place ;  our  number  being  totally  inadequate.  AVith  re- 
spect to  the  disposition  of  the  troops,  the  Court  will  recollect 
that  each  flank  of  the  town  was  in  oujp  possession;  the  4/>ih  at 
the  Kesidentia,  and  the  troops  I  have  already  mentioned  in  the 
Plaza,  and  that  the  corps  under  Colonel  Mahon,  with  the  re- 
mainder of  the  reserved  corps,  had  possession  of  the  rear.  Ihc: 
Court  must  judge  whether  chey  could  have  been  placed  in  a 
better  position  for  the  renewal  of  hostilities.  With  respect  to 
the  eii'ect  of  batteries,  this  evidence  is  contradicted  by  those 
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whose  peculiar  duty  it  is  to  judpre  of  the  effect  of  artillery.   It 
is  in  evidence  from  Captain  Squire  and  Captain  Fraser  not  only 
that  above  30  pieces  of  cannon  had  been  taken  at  the  Plan, 
with  600  barrels  of  gunpowder;  but  that  Captain  Fraser  re- 
ported to  Lieutenant- General  Whitelocke,  on  the  evening  of 
the  6th,  that  he  would  pledge  himself  to  have  30  pieces  of  can- 
non ready  to  play  upon  the  town  on  tlie  following  morning; 
and  the  Admiral  stated  that  the  ordnance  might  have  been 
landed,  and  that  he  liad,  when  the  truce  was  signed,  the  heavy 
artillery  in  the  boats.     As  to  the  supposing  of  heavy  loss,  tk 
Court  will  judge  of  it,  and  whether  with  the  means  of  com- 
mencing a  lieavy  fire  upon  the  town  from  the  Plaza  del  Tauros^ 
and  from  the  gun-boats,  there  was  not  ground  for  apprehend- 
ing that  much  serious  loss  would  have  been  incurred.    Vos 
will  find  also,  that  Brigadier-General  Craufurd  and   Colonel 
Pack  concur  in  opinion,  that  the  effect  of  batteries  might  hare 
been  tried  with  advaiita^  from  the  Plaza;  and  it  Ls  stated  br 
^11  the  evidence,  that  this  was  an  open  populous  city,  defendeil 
chiefly  by  the  armed  population.     It  is  for  the  Conrt  to  judge, 
whether  under  these  circumstances  General  Whitelocke  wa 
justified  in  making  no  attempt  with  the  means  he  had  in  bit 
power,  and  in  acceding  to  tnis  capitulation.     With  respect  to 
any  discretion  vested  in  him  by  his  instructions,  I  do  not  think 
he  has  dwelt  much  upon  it,  and  indeed ,  it  is  clear,  from  read- 
ing these  instcuctions,  that  unless  they  are  supposed  to  be  con- 
ti-ddictory  to  each  other,  the  abandonment  of  Monte  Video  can- 
not be  defended,  except  in  a  case  of  necessity ;  for,  after  siaripg 
))ariicu]ar  circumstances  wliicli  might  arise,  and  make  it  ite- 
tt'ssary  to  abandon  Monte  Video,  and  dismantle  the  place,  cir- 
cumstances certiiiiily  aj)jjlying  to  the  expedition,  havinfj  ob- 
taincd  possession  of  a  great  portion  of  the  country,  what  are 
the  words  "  B;it  two  castas  remain  to  be  provided  lor,  which, 
*' hov^ever  unlikely,  must  not  be  wholly  passed  over:    oj»e, 
*'  namely,  that  of  your  finiling,  on  your  arrival,  that  the  pUii 
**  hiilierto  occupied  })y  his  Majesty's  traops,  are  no  longer  in 
'*  their  possession ;  the  other,  that  of  its  becoming  ncce>5ari', 
*•  lit  any  sub:?eqnent  period,  to  abandon  whatever  had  been  i-o- 
*'  lore  possessed,  and  to  wirlulraw  the  whole  of  the  British  force 
*•  from   that  countrv."     It  is,  tlierefore,  perfectly  clear  iLit 
thi  r('  wjis  no  diserotion  upon  the  subject  ot  abandoning  Monte 
\  ivico,  uhen,  by  that  al)an(h)nnient,  every  thing  we  bad  on  :lie 
))ii'iks  of  the  l^lata  was  to  be  given  up,  unless  in  the  ease  oI':;j'- 
cessity.     Whether  that  case  of  necessity  had   arrived,   «iiii» 
<  oiild  justify  the  abamhjnment  of  all  that  we  posso>s  on  iIk' 
J 'lata,  tlie  Court  will  have  to  consider  upon  the  evidence. 

But  there  is  another  part  of  General  \\  hitelocke's  ilefenre 
ii|>v)n  this  subject  of  the  'I'reaty  which  I  cannot  pass  over  in  si- 
lence ;  I  mean  the  strong  stress  which  be  has  laid,  both  ii:  Lii 
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poblic  and  private  dispatch,  and  since  in  his  defence,  npon  th6 
danger  that  existed  to  the  safety  of  the  prisoners,  if  hostilities 
bad  recommenced.  I  will  not  now  call  in  question,  whether 
there  was  real  ground  or  not,  to  believe  that  that  danger  ex« 
isted:  I  will  admit  that  he  thought  it  did.  But,  is  it  to  be 
understood  for  the  future,  as  an  axiom  in  war,  that  because 
danger  is  stated  perhaps  truly  to  exist,  such  a  threat  from  the 
itnemy  is  to  be  submitted  to  by  the  general  to  whom  it  is  ad- 
dressed. Look  to  the  consequences.  The  menace  which  haa 
prevailed  in  one  case  will  then  b6  repeated  in  another,  in  hope 
of  similar  success.  If  the  menace  does  not  answer  its  object, 
may  it  not  too  probably  be  thought  that  the  realizing  that  threat 
Inay  be  more  effectual,  and  that  the  same  feelings  which  have 
yielded  to  the  threat  in  the  one  instance,  will  not  stand  against 
the  execution  of  it  in  another  ?  See  what  an  encouragement  to 
cruelty !  What  a  temptation  to  experiments  in  blood !  I  do  not 
charge  General  Whitelocke  with  being  at  all  aware  of  the  mis* 
^hiets  of  the  doctrine  his  example  was  sanctioning.  I  admit 
that  be  was  actuated  by  the  humane  motives  he  states,  but  I 
must  contend  that  it  was  a  false  and  short-sighted  motive  of  hu^- 
Ittanity,  which,  like  all  other  false  and  mistaken  prineiples,  de« 
feats  the  object  it  meant  to  uphold.  I'he  safety  of  the  Mson* 
ers  is  secured  by  the  acknowleged  laws  of  war,  and  oy  the 
mutual  interest  of  the  belligerent  powers ;  but  if  once  a  dere^ 
Kction  of  those  laws  and  interests  is  to  be  admitted,  as  in  this 
.instance,  and  to  be  crowned  with  success,  the  principles  them- 
selves are  subverted,  and  tlie  best  guarantee  for  the  safety  of  the 
prisoners  is  destroyed.  Ins^ad  of  tamely  acquiescing  in  this 
menace  of  General  Liniers,  the  Spanish  General  should  have 
been  told  that  until  that  intimation  was  retracted,  the  door  to 
ne^ociation  was  closed  ;  that  if  a  hair  of  die  head  of  any  ont 
British  prisoner  was  touched,  the  Spanish  General,  his  army, 
and  the  inhabitants  should  answer  it  with  their  lives.  He 
thould  have  been  told,  that  if  he  had  not  authority  to  prevent 
8uch  atrocity,  and  to  secure  the  observance  of  the  most  sacred 
rights  of  war,  it  was  he  who  ou^ht  to  surrender;  that,  if  he 
maintained  his  post  under  such  disgraceful  circumstances,  he 
was  no  longer  to  be  treated  with  as  a  general,  but  to  be  dealt 
with  as  a  leader  of  banditti.  Those  are  the  sentiments  which 
such  an  uitimation  should  have  called  forth;  they  are  grounded 
not  more  on  genuine  feeling  than  in  sound  policy;  for  never, 
I  believe,  did  nature  say  one  thing,  and  wisdom  say  anothef* 
•But  such  a  reply  as  this  should  have  been  accompanied  by  cor^ 
i^espondent  action,  and  you  will  consider,  whether  the  means  w& 
had  still  in  our  poweis  if  properly  applied,  would  not  only  have 
secured  the  safety  of  the  prisoners,  but  would  have  prevented 
this  disgracful  capitulation  ;  or  whether  the  experiment  should 
not  have  been  made^  which,  it  appears,  was  not  even  attempted. 
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\Vhate\'cr  may  be  yonr  opinion  of  the  innocence  or  gnilt  of 
General  Whitelockc ;    whatever  you  may  think  of  the  other 
reason  given  by  hira  or  others,  for  acceding"  to  the  treaty,  I  tnttt  \ 
there  is  but  one  opinion  upon  this  part  of  the  defence.    I  teel  il 
my  duty  to  protest  against  this  new  doctrine  in  the  laws  an^ 
practice  of  war.     The  refutation  of  it  is  more  important  for  the 
interests  of  the  army,  and  for  the  cause  of  humanity,  thanaoy^ 
tiling  which  may  result  from  this  inquiry  in  other  respects^  *or 
than  any  other  consequences  of  this  most  unfortunate  expedi- 
tion.    If  you  should  be  of  opinion,  that  there  are  grounds  udm 
which  it  must  be  taken,  all  or  any  of  the  grounds  on  which  Ge* 
neral  Wliitelockc  has  rested  his  defence,  upon  the  4th  cfaai^^c^ 
arc  well  founded,  or  that  is  not  within  the  fair  construction  of 
this  clause,  it  will  then  be  for  you  to  consider  to  wliat  cause  il 
has  been  owing,  and  by  what  means  this  gallant  army,  dcsenin^ 
of  a  better  fate,  was  reduced  to  such  a  humiliating  situation,  ai 
to  be  obliged  to  purchase  its  own  safety,  and  the  ransom  of  tiw 
prisoners,  at  the  expense  of  such  a  sacrifice  of  national  honour 
and  advantages.    The  evidence  is  all  before  you,  and  I  am  sura 
that  juBtice  will  have  nothing  to  fear  from  your  decision. 

I  am  desired  by  General  Whitelocke  to  read  this  part  d 
the  defence. 

[The  Judge  Advocate  read  an  extract  from  the  defence,  be- 
ginning, ^^  I  do  not  complain,  because  I  do  not  feel  that  I  Iuts 
''  a  right  to  do  so  in  such  a  case,^'  ending,  ^'  Charges  fioallj 
"settled." 

Geyifral  Whitelocke. — ^That  is  all  to  which  I  referred. 

Judge  Advocate, — Then  I  must  beg  to  read  on  for  my  owa 
justification. 

[The  Judge  Advocate  read  a  further  extract,  ending,  "not.] 
"  of  myself  onl}-,  but  of  others."] 

Judge  Jd-joiatc. — I  have  this  paper  put  into  my  hands  by 
General  Whitelocke,  which  I  will  read  : 

"  Lieutonant-Gcneral  Whiteloc^ke  had  no  knowledge  of  tbe 
*'  fotmdation  of  the  previous  examination  of  the  Judge  XA\i3r 
'*  rate;  and  hearing  only  that  the  greater  part  of  his  staff  bad 
*'  been  summoned  and  examined,  could  not  but  feel,  that  it 
*' was  an  unn>ual  proceeding;  he  now  entreats  }>ermissinn  l»' 
*'  state,  that  he  feels  both  the  motives  and  the  conduct  of  tht 
"  iudgc  Advocate,  in  this  respect,  to  have  been  candid,  asi! 
'Mi})eral,  and  honourable,  and  one  for  which  he  owes  Ual 
"  thanks.  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke  begs,  that  the  ob-  ^ 
"  servations  made  by  him  upon  this  suhject,  may  he  attributed  ' 
"  to  a  want  of  knowledge  of  the  motives  of  the  conduct  pursued| 
*'  and  to  the  feelings  v^liich  he  has  described  in  hi^  defence." 
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APPENDIX. 


No.  1. 
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Copy  of   Lieutenant- General  WhiteIocice's   Commis$ion| 
as  CommaiKler  of  the  Forces  serving^  in  South  As^ierica. 

GEORGE  R. 

George  the  Third,  by  the  erace  of  God,  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Gr^at  Britain  and  Ireland  King,  Defender 
of  the  Faith  ;  to  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  John  Whitelocke, 
Eaquire,  Lieutenant-Generalof  our  Forces,  greeting.  We,  re- 

Sosing  especial  trust  ui  your  prudence,  courage,  and  loyalty, 
o,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you  to  be  Com- 
mander of  all  and  singular  our  Land  Forces  serving  in  the 
Southern  parts  of  South  America,  during  our  pleasure.  You 
are,  therefore,  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  the  said 
trust,  of  Commander  of  our  Forces,  by  doing  and  performing 
aU  and  all  manner  of  things  thereunto  belonging.  And,  We 
do  hereby  command  all  our  officers  and  soldiers,  who  are  or 
who  shall  be  employed  in  our  Land  Service  in  the  Southern 
parts  of  South  America,  to  acknowledge  and  obey  you  as 
Commander  of  our  Forces  aforesaid.  And  you  are  to  observe 
and  follow  such  orders  and  directions,  irom  tune  to  time,  as  you 
shall  receive  from  Us,  or  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  our 
Forces  in  our  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
for  the  time  being,  according  to  the  rules  and  discipline  of  war, 
in  pursuance  of  the  trust  We  hereby  repose  in  you. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  Saint  James's,-  the  24th  day  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1807,  in  the  forty-seventh  year  of  our  T^ign. 

By  his  Majesty's  Command, 
(Countersigned)  W.  WINDHAM. 

JLieutenant-General  Whitelocke, .  . 
Commander  of  the  Forces 
serving  in  fc«outh  America.  -r*^ 
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No.  2. 

Cirit  Appointment      * 

Downing-streety  March  €,  1807. 
SIR, 

In  addition  to  your  general  instructions  of 
the  5th  instant,  t  am  now  to  signify  to  you  his  Majesty^s  plea- 
sure, in  the  event  of  his  Majesty's  authority  being  estabhshed 
in  the  southern  provinces  of  South  America,  you  should  assume 
and  exercise,  until  his  Majesty's  further  commands  shall  be 
made  known  to  you,  the  civil  government  of  those  territories, 
taking  for  your  guidance  and  direction  the  instructions  that 
have  already  been  conveyed  to  you  on  that  head. 

And  I  am  further  commandea  to  notify  to  you  his  Ma]est}''s 
gracious  directions,  that  you  are  to  receive  for  your  salary  and 
allowances  in  that  capacity  the  sum  of  40001.  sterling  per 
aimum,  in  addition  to  your  military  appointmenti>,  which  sum 
you  are  hereby  authorized  to  pay  yourself  out  of  any  revenues 
which  may  be  collected  on  account  of  his  Majesty  in  the  pro- 
vinces above  alluded  to;  or  should  such  revenues  prove  ina 
dequate  to  the  purpose,  to  draw  upon  the  lords  of  his  Majesty'* 
treasury  for  the  amount  of  the  deficiency. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  mobt  obedient  humble  s^ervant. 


No.  3. 

■ 

Copy. — Military  Instructions  to   Lieutenant-General  W'fiiri- 
LOCKE,  from  His  Roval  Hishness  the  Commander  in  i'liief 

Ilorsc-guards,  Feb.  25,  ISO". 
SIR, 

His  Majesty  having  been  graciously  plea^^c 
to  appoint  you  to  the  command  of  his  forces  enipluy 
'cd  in  the  reduction  of  the  Spanish  srttU-ments  at  But*iii> 
Ayres,  I  iiave  to  desire  that  yon  may  be  pleased  to  procce.-. 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  to  your  rfcsiination,  and  u^ 
your  best  endeavours  to  carry  into  etVcct  surh  instruct  ions  a* 
yoix  may  be  furnished  with  by  his  Majesty's  Ministers. 

The  force  which  his   MHJesty  lias  been   pleased   lo  j)l:if. 
miucT  voi.r  immediate  C(>nin>an(l  consi*its  as  follow:?:  \i/ 
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....^^^^f  fEmbarked  at  Portsmouth,!  .^^ 
^^^^  ^  and  to  pn)ceed  with  you  [  !f  ^ 
^^^  tto  your  destination.  5    ^^^ 


1st  battalion,  89th 

1st  ditto,         38th 

1st  ditto,         47th  ditto 685 

1st  ditto,         40th  ditto 1000 

1st  ditto,         87th  ditto 801 

Detachment  54th  ditto 103! 

3  companies  9Sth  ditto 230 

i  7th  lieht  dragoons 628 

9th  ditt6 632 

Ti^*    u        4     530th  ditto 191 

Detachments   J^lstditto 140 

•  ,1  ,   . 

r  S974 

^.       The  whole  of  the  above  forces  is  supposed  to  be  at  this 
f    moment  in  the  river  Plate. 

^.      The  staff  which  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  to 
I    this  force  is  composed  of  the  under-mentioned  officers;  viz. 

^  '  C  who  will  proceed  from  hence 

!?  Major-General  L.  Gower  ...«<<  in  the  same  convoy  with 
'.^  t  yourself. 

■T^  Brigadier-Greneral  Ackland  .  .  .      ditto. 

;'-Brigadier.GeneralSirS.Achm«y  {^^^tltte*^'*  ^"*  ^  ^^ 
■■-    Brigadier-General  Lumley  .  .  -      ditto. 

:     1  Deputy-Adjutant-General    ..   { B^dfonJ:'*"*^°*'^^°'*'°*^ 
-   1  Dep-Quarter-Master-General  { Brevet^  Lieutenant-Colonel 

»  Assistant-Adjutant»-Genend.      | Captain  Blake,  ISthFoot. 

2  Assist.  Quarter-Masters-General  {  Captain  Patrick,  57th  Foot. 

1  Deputy- Paymaster  General    .      Mr.  Badcock. 
1  Deputy-Commissaryof  Acc9mpt8  Mr.  Bia^et. 

'  Std  sr^^"'^.'''':^"  1     Mr.  Coudh 

Hospital  Staff. 

^     l>r.  Gordon  ...•••.%....  Inspector  of  Hosptitals. 

.  Q.  R.  Redmotid Deputy-Inspector  of  Hospltab. 

^    J>r.  C.  Tice Physician  oi  the  Forces. 

'  T  Berv  *"    S   '  * Surgeonsto  the  Forces. 

4-  C.  Price Apothecary  to  the  Forces. 

JV.  Jamea Deputy-Purveyor. 


J.  DOTC 

j!  Wlikr"  } Hospital  Mate*. 

J.  Luby 

Your  ovvn  personal  staff  consists,  as  usual,  of 

1  Militaiy  Secretary. 

2  Aides-de-Camp. 

Tou  will  transmit  monthly  returns  of  the  troops  under  your 
command  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  to  the  Adjirtant-General, 
for  my  information ;  and  you  will  strictly  adhere  to  bis  Ma- 
jesty's regulations  in  regard  to  the  pay.  clothing,  and  appoint^ 
ment  of  uie  troops.  And  your  specfal  attention  must  ncices* 
larily  be  directed  to  their  discipline,  and  to  the  interior  economy 
of  the  different  corps,  which  is  so  essential,  not  only  to  tht 
comfort  of  the  soldier,  but  to  the  preservation  of  his  health, 
Bnder  every  rhanee  of  climate  to  which  he  may  be  exposed. 

Under  the  head  of  pav,  I  have  to  direct  your  attention  to 
the  instnictions  of  the  J^aymasters-General  to  their  Deputy, 
respecting  the  usual  stoppages  being  deducted  from  the  pay 
of  the  several  Staff  OfiEicers,  and  to  wliich  you  are  required  to 
give  the  most  punctual  attention. 

On  all  subjects  relating  to  your  command  you  will  be  pleased 
to  correspond  with  me ;  ana  you  will  regularly  communicant 
to  me  all  military  transactions  in  which  you  may  be  engaged, 
reporting  to  me  all  vacancies  that  may  occur  in  the  troops 
under  your  command:  and,  as  his  Majesty  has  not  thougot 
proper  to  confer  upon  you  the  power  of  appointing  to  com- 
missions, you  will  be  pleased  to  recommend  to  me  such  officen 
as  may  appear  to  you  most  deserving  of  promotion,  stating  the 
special  reasons,  where  such  recommendations  are  not  in  the 
usual  cliannel  of  seniority. 

As  all  the  regiments  under  your  command  have  second 
battalions  attached  to  them,  and  which  remain  in  this  country, 
it  IS  necessary  that  I  should  acquaint  you,  that  the  first  batta- 
lions under  your  orders  being  composed  exclusively  of  the 
senior  officers  of  their  respective  ranks,  such  vacancies  as  may 
occur  therein  by  promotion,  or  casualty,  must  unavoidably  bt 
supplied  by  officers  from  the  second  battalions,  who  wiU  be 
ordered  innnediately  to  join  on  such  vacancies  being  made 
known  to  nie. 

You  will  be  vested  with  the  usual  powers  of  convening 
General  Courts  Martial,  under  such  restrictions  as  it  may  be 
thought  proper  to  determine  upon.  Upon  this  subject  1  iiave 
to  observe,  that  as  great  inconvenience  has  arisen  to  the  ser- 
vice from  officers  commanding  on  several  foreign  stations 
having  pernntted  prisoners  to  return  to  Europe  prior  to  the 
proceedings  and  opinion  of  the  court  martial  having  been  sab* 
mitted  to  the  Kiiig>  I  ha.ve  to  de&irc,  that  in  all  caaes,  mba% 


aojf  penan  whatever  majbe  tciBi  by  a  geneial  court  mntii], 
and  where  your  powers  are  aot  sofficieiit  to  eaable  you  tQ 
decide  fkailly  apon  the  prooeediii|p,  opiniotiy  and  soatence  0I 
the  coorly  that  you  do  not  fiecoot  the  prisoner  to  return  t» 
Kturope,  till  bis  M^esty'a  comaKiada  shall  lii;? e  been  duly 
communicated  to  you  through  the  proper  channel  for  tbiil 
pnrpoae. 

•SiKnild  y€fat  hare  ocoasioa  tt»  vecoaimeiid  aay  gendcnnan  fof 
an  Easigney^  yoa  wiU  be  pleased  to  jnafce  known,  his  addvfssi 
in  order  that,  if  hia  Majesty  ifacmld  bapieaged  la  caafeii  ih# 
recommendation,  he  may  be  difectad  to  join  tlie#Ofpa  inim^' 
diately  on  his  appointment. 

In  all  cases  where  doubts  may  arisen  and  any  opportunity 
effer  by  which  yon  may  be  desirous  to  obtain  further  and  mora 
apeciaL  instructions,  yon  will  always  find  nenakky  loattead  €cv 
and  gire  eilect  to  your  representations. 

I  am,  &G. 
(Signed)  FREDEBICK, 

Comnandar  ia  Chie£ 


Additional  Instmctiens  to  Lientenant-^jenerc^  WRrrsxocKE. 

Hone-guank,  Feb.  26,  1 807. 
As  it  is  probable  that,  from  the  instructions  with  which 
ycQ  have  beenfiinushed  by  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  you  may  find 
it  expedient  to  raise  a  colonial  itonrce,  I  have  to  desire  that  the 
sama  may  be  conducted  upon  the  same  principles  as  are  ob- 
served in  the  establishment  of  the  coloniaL  corps  in  the  other  of 
his  Majesty's  possessions ;  viz. 

The  regiments  to  consist  of  as  high  an  establishment  as  pos- 
sible, not  to  exceed  1000  men:  the  higher  the  establishment^ 
and  eflTectives,  the  more.economieal  to  the  pnbUc. 

The  oiflcers  to  be  composed  of  Ofie  third  of  each  rank,  British, 
the  CoToneTalso  to  be  British. 

In  the  nomination  of  these  British  offifteffSyyou  witt,  of  conraey. 
be  governed  by  an  attention  to  the  merits  or  those  under  your 
command  ;^  observing,  however,  that  Aeir  appointments  can. 
only  be  provisional'  until  his  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  known^ 
and  duly  communicated  to  you. 

I  must  here  observe  to  yoa,  that  as  great  inconvenience  has 
been  found,  by  General  Omcers  having  taken  upon  themselves 
(no  doubt  from  a  mistaken  view  to  the  benefit  of  the  service)* 
to  appoint  officers  ta  serve  in  a  rank  greater  than  that  to  which 
they  are  entitled  by  his  Majesty's  <K>mmission,  and  particularly 
to  the  rank  of  Brig^dier->General; 

I  have  to  desire,  that  in  such  possible  cases  as  it  may  be 


necessary  for  you  to  ajp{M>int  an  office^  of  the  rank  of  Ccdooel 
to  the  command  of^  a  brigade^  that  $uch  officer  should  not,  on 
any  account  whatever,  be  permitted  tp  assume  any  higher  rank 
than  what  his  Majes^'s  commitoion  confers  upon  nim,  nor 
receive  any  higher  emoluments  than  what  such  cdmmissioa 
eatitles  him  to. 

I  have  also  to  desire,  that  in  cases  where  you  msy  find 
it  necessary  to  permit  an  officer  to  return  to  Europe  for  the 
puqK>se  of  obtaining  his  Majesty^s  consent  to  the  disposal  of  hte 
commission,  that  you  take  care  to  acquaint  him,  that  no  mon^ 
for. the  purchase  of  such  commission  can  be  paid  until  after  his 
Majesty *s  approbation  shall  have  been  duly  obtained  by  me, 
when  the  regulated  price  will  be  paid  to  hun  by  his  successor 
in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  his  Majesty's  regulation ;  and 
he  will  be  entitled  to  receive  his  subsistence  up  to  the  day 
on  which  his  Majesty  is  pleased  to  receive  his  resignation. 

I  have  further  to  communicate  to  you,  that  in  the  event  of  a 
junction  with  you  of  the  corps  under  Bri^adier-Qeneral  Crau- 
fiird,  whose  force  and  staff  is  named  in  the  margin  *;  the  staff 
will,  of  course,  cease  to  act  in  their  respective  staff  situations, 
until  that  corps  shall  be  a^in  employed  on  a  separate  service, 
the  staff  named  in  your  instructions  being  that  which  his  Ma- 
jesty has  specially  appointed  for  the  whole  force  under  your 
command. 

On  the  subject  of  courts  martial,  I  have  to  acquaint  you, 
that  as  many  General  Officers,  from  the  best  motives,  have 
taken  upon  themselves  to  commute  sentences  of  capital  pu^ 
nishments,  to  transportation  for  a  tirm  of  years,  or  for  life, 

• 

^  6th  dragoon  goards   ••»-*•-  294 

Royal  Artillery         ......••  242 

5th  foot,  Itt  brigade         .        .         .         .        ^        ^  956 

36th  ditto,  ditto ..848 

45th  dittp,  ditto         ..--••-  873 

88th  ditto,  ditto         -..--.-  806 

95th  ditto,  3  companict      .        .        •        •        t        *  373 

4391 

Brevet  Ueutentnt-ColoBel  Stewirt,  7th  dr3.      Dtpaty-Adjutint-GcneraL 

Capuin  Whittingham,  13th  ditto  -    .    •    «    Assistant  ditto. 

Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel  Holland  •    «    -    Depoty-rQuaiter-Master-GencraL 

CaptoSDicSip^^*^'^    -    '    '    '    r    .    AsiirtviUQuarter-Ma»tcrs.Gcncral, 

Medical  Staff. 

1  Deputy-Inspector   -•-.-»»-»A.  Thompson^ 
1  Physician     ---•^»...-J.  King. 

3Suirs„g«,n. {ISTu^,. 

1  Apothecary  ••«••.    ....J.  BurrelL 

1  Deputy-Surveyor   •-. Mr.  £mersoB« 

6  Hospital  Mates 


when  it  is  fonnd  that  no  such  power  is  delegated  by  hto  Ma* 
jesty,  and,  consequently,  that  the  wholeof  the  proceedings  may 
be  thereby  rendered  nugatory ; 

I  have,  therefore,  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  tl^ 
powers  granted  by  hb  Majesty's  warrant  on  this  subject,  in 
order  to  prevent  you  from  inadvertently  falling  into  the  irre« 
gularity  above-mentioned. 

,c.      A\  FREDERICK, 

(^^S^^^f  Commander  in  Chief, 

Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke, 

Commander  of  the  Foraes 

serving  in  South  America. 

No.  4. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Windham  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Whitelocke,  March  5,  1807. — Instructions. 

Downing-street,  March  5,  180T, 
SIR, 

It  having  been  thought  advisable  that^n  of- 
ficer  of  high  rank,  as  well  as  of  approved  talents  and  judeement, 
should  be  sent  to  take  the  command  of  such  of  his  Aiajesty's 
forces  as  are  at  this  time  employed,  or  likely  soon  to  be  em« 
ployed,  in  the  southern  provinces  of  South  America,  I  am  to 
inform  you,  that  his  Maiesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
make  choice  of  you  for  that  purpose ;  and.  that  you  are  to  re* 
pair  forthwith,  in  a  vessel  alreaav  provided  for  your  convey- 
ance, to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Plata,  there  to  take  upon  you 
the  said  command. 

The  forces  which  you  are  likely  to  And  at  your  arrival,  are 
those  sent  from  the  Cape,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant* 
Colonel  Backhouse,  and  those  which  sailed  from  this  country « 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty ; 
consisting  of  the  corps  named  in  the  margin*,  and  amounting, 
in  the  whole,  to  5338  men.     But  to  these  will  probably  be 

•     9th  dragoont*        •        .        •        •        •  632 

i7chditu> ^S 

SOth  deuchmcnt       *        •        -        •        -  191 

21  St  ditto 140 

Royal  Artillery         -        •        •        n        •  H''^ 

38th  foot 811 

40th  ditto 1000 

4ath  ditto         .        .         .         -        .         *  685 

54th  detachment      .        .        •        •        •  103 

I'lthdkto         .        •        •        •        «  801 

Mth  ditto,  3  cofapaniet     .       «       •       .  900 

5338 


Rddecit  fitber  by  the  time  of  your  arrival,  or  nqt  long  after<r 
wards,  the  force  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Ctaufurd ;  consisting  of  the  corF>s  named  in  like  manqer  in  U^ 
mi^in*,  and  amounting  to  4212  men. 

That  you  may  judge  with  greater  certainty  of  the  reliance 
to  be  placed  on  the  probable  junction  of  this  latter  force,  as 
well  as  of  that  of  the  9th  regiment  of  dragoons  mentioned 
above,  and  the  destination  of  which  may  have  been  changed 
by  the  vessel  sent  from  Admiral  Murray,  I  enclose  you  an  ac- 
eount  of  all  intelligence  received,  and  all  orders  issued,  having 
relation  to  this  subject ;  by  which  it  will  appear,  that  hardly 
a  doubt  can  be  now  entertained  of  the  arrival  of  the  Fly  be- 
fore General  Craufurd  shall  have  left  the  Cape ;  and  that  he 
will,  in  consequence,  in  conjunction  with  Admiral  Murray, 
have  directed  his  course  to  the  Plata. 

As  it  is  possible,  however,  that  this  may  not  have  hap]>ened, 
both  cases  must  be  provided  for  ;  either  of  the  junction  of  the 
armament  under  General  Craufurd,  or  of  its  having  pursued 
its  original  destination.  In  the  former  of  these  cases,  as  your 
force,  it  is  conceived,  will  then  be  more  than  sufficient  for  any 
purposes  that  you  can  have  in  view,  you  will  detach,  at  the 
very  earliest  moment  in  which  you  shall  judge  it  safe  to  do  so, 
the  89th|  and  any  other  regixnent  which  you  may  think  your- 
self strong  enough  to  spare,  after  your  6rst  operations,  to  pro- 
ceed, uncLer  a  proper  convoy,  to  the  Cape,  and  from  thence 
to  India. 

With  the  force  above  stated,  you  will  proceed  to  execute 
the  service  intrusted  to  you,  by  the  reduction  of  the  province 
of  Buenos  Ayres  under  the  authority  of  his  Majesty.   . 

In  the  other  far  less  probable  case,  of  the  armament  under 
General  Craufurd  having  pursued  its  original  course,  it  must 
probably,  in  the  end,  be  thought  proper,  after  waiting  as  long 
as  to  the  Admiral  and  you  shall  nave  appeared  advisable,  to 
detach  a  vessel  round  Cape  Horn,  to  convey  your  order  to 
General  Craufurd  ;  which  orders  may  either  direct  him  to  pro- 
secute his  enterprise  as  at  present  planned,  or  to  renounce  such 
enterprise  altogether.  Conmlete  discretion  is  left  to  you  and  to 
the  naval  commanding  officers  in  that  respect ;  except  only 
that  you  are  not  to  extend  the  limits  of  bis  operation  beyond 
the  point  to  which  they  are  now  confined ;  and  that  in  all  cases 
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wher^thc  co-operatiofi  of  any  part  of  his  Majesty^s  naral  forces 
may  be  requisite,  no  step  is  to  be  taken,  or  ^rder  given  to 
Ceneral  Cnmfurd,  but  in  concurrence  with  the  naval  com- 
manding ofHcer,  as  well  at  the  Plata  as  with  General  CraufunL 
In  whatever  is  done,  whether  in  respect  of  instructions  to 
General  Craufurd,  should  he  have  pursued  his  original  desti. 
nation  without  touching  at  Buenos  Ayres,  or  of  the  applica- 
tion of  tlie  force  which  you  will  find  iniuiediately  on  the  spot,  . 
you  will  consider  as  the  object  of  your  enterprise,  not  the  an- 
noyance or  distress  of  the  enemy,  but  the  occupation  of  such 
tiarticular  stations  or  portions  of  territory  as,  heme  once  sub- 
jected to  his  Majesty's  anns,  would  not  be  easily  recoverable  ; 
and  would  moreover  not  require  for  the  preservation  of  them, 
*.  a  body  of  troops  more  considerable  than  it  may  be  conceived 
•  this  country  would  be  willing  to  S)>are  ;  antl  which  number  cer- 
tdinly  ought  not  to  exceed  that  now  placed  under  your  com- 
nlana. 

*  •  It  is  presumed,  that  with  a  force  far  less  than  may  be  eventu- 
.*  vSilly  assembled,  supposing  Brigadier-Cjeneral  Craufurd  to  join 
you,  and  which,  independent  of  the  force  which  you  now  take 
>¥ith  you,  would  amount  to  more  than  9000  men,  possession 
r  ;p)ight  be  obtained  without  difiicalty  of  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Buenos  Ayres ;  but  it  would  still  remahi  to  be  con- 
.  sidered,  what  numbers  would  be  sufficient  to  retain  the  same 
against  the  attempts  which  the  enemy  might  make  to  recover 
it,  and  the  forces  which  he  might  collect  for  that  purpose. 

In  whatever  part  his  Majesty's  authority  shall  be  established, 
the  greatest  care  must  be  taken,  and  the  most  earnest  ende** 
yours  used,  to  conciliate  the  good -will  of  the  inhabitants,  by 
abstaining  from  every  thing  which  can  shock  their  religious 
opinions  or  prejudices ;  by  respecting  their  persons  and  pro- 
P^r^y ;  hy  a  removal  of  those  restrictions  and  impositions  of 
which  they  most  complain ;  and  by  making  them  feel  in  ge« 
neral  the  beneficial  influence  of  his  Majesty^s  government,  as 
compared  with  that  under  which  they  were  before  placed. 

In  respect  to  commercial  regulations,  you  will  have  as  a  rule 
the  orders  settled  by  his  Majesty  in  Council  (copies  of  which 
are  herewith  enclosed),  for  regulating  the  ti^ae  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  which  you  will  extend,  as  far  as  circumstances  will 
admit,  to  other  places  or  territories  which  may  come  into  his 
Majesty's  possession. 

In  tlie  case  of  any  of  those  regulations,  such  as  may  affect , 
in  any  degree,  the  government  and  constitution* of  the  country « 
the  principle  to  be  observed  must  be  to  a1)stain,  as  much  as 
possible,  from  every  thing  that  can  uifriuge  upon  the  rights 
and  privileges,  or  even  established  usages,  of  any  class  of  in- 
habitants ;  and  not  to  introduce  into  the  govi*rniuent  any  other 
€haj3ge  than  that  which  must  necessarily  arise  from  the  sub- 
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stitution  of  his  Majesty's  authority  for  thdt  of  -the  king  of 
Spain. 

Individuals  it  maybe  necessary  to  change ;  and,  in  so  doing, 
a  preference  should,  as  much  as  jwssible,  be  given  to  the  na- 
tive inhabitants  over  persons  born  in  Old  Spain. 

Ail  those  who  were  principally  instrumental  in  promoting  or 
executin<»  the  insurrection  agamst  General  Beresford,  should 
be  careftiHy  removed,  and  either  sent  to  Europe,  or  placed 
in  some  situation  where  their  machinations  may  be  no  icmger 
danprcrous. 

The  rase  of  General  Beresford  and  his  army  must;  in  an- 
other view,  become  an  object  of  your  -attention,  and  seems 
indeifd  to  be  one  which  calls  alike  on  the  national  honour;  on 
the  feelinprs  which  actuate  his  Majesty's  mind  in  what  regards 
the  welfare  of  his  tr(X)ps ;  and  on  the  justice  due  from  the 
country  to  all  those  whom  it  employs  in  its  service. 

It  may  not  be  clearly  ascertained  at  this  moment  to  what 
extent  the  capitulation  made  with  these  troops  has  been  vio- 
lated, nor  what,  in  consequence,  is  the  precise  demand  pro- 
per to  bo  made  in  their  favour ;  but  whatever  shall  be  due  to 
them,  either  in  virtue  of  any  special  engagements,  or  of  ilie 
general  usages  established  between  nations  with  respect  to  pri- 
soners of  war,  must  be  enforced  to  the  utmost ;  nor  must  any 
means,  which  the  force  of  arms  may  place  at  your  disposal, 
be  left  unemployed,  till  complete  justice  shall  be  obtained  in 
tlieir  behalf.  The  service  intrusted  to  vour  care,  however 
successful  in  other  respects,  must  be  considered  as  incomplete, 
while  any  doubt  shall  remain  as  to  the  restoration  of  those 
troops  at  the  proper  period,  or  of  their  being  protected  in  the 
meantime  aijainst  every  species  of  violence  and  ill  treatment. 

Though  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  direct,  .that  the  ad- 
ditional force  named  in  tlie  margin  *  shall  be  immediately  sent 
out,  with  a  view  to  operations  which  may  be  found  advisable, 
but  which,  without  such  aid,  and  in  the  possible  case  of  Ge- 
neral Cr-aufurd  not  joining  you,  you  may  not  be  able  to  un- 
dertake, yet  it  is  not  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  the  rvhole  of 
the  tort  0  liahl?,  f  ten  evcntujlUy,  to  be  assembled  under  vour 
command,  should  be  suffered  to  remain,  but  so  much  only  as 
shall  be  necessary  to  secure  those  positions  or  territories  of 
which,  upon  the  tiual  rcj»ult  of  those  operations,  you  shall  have 
been  ah  It:  to  obtain  possession. 

It  is  not  supposed  that  the  numbers  necessary  for  this  pur- 
pose can  in  any  case  exceed  8000  men,  in  addition  to  such 
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troops  as  yooi  maybe  able  to  raise  in  the  country;  more, 
therefore,  than  these,  except  in  very  social  circumstances » 
sucft'ias  you  will  be  expected  fully  and  satisfactorily  to  explain 
to  his  Maiesty^s.  ^vernment,  you  will  not  consider  yourself 
authorized  to  retam. 

Should  the  circumstaitces  be  such  as  to  confine  your  opera- 
tions to  the  occupation  of  Monte  Video  or  Maldonado,  or  some 
other  point  on  the  coast,  which  from  the  facility  of  defending 
it,  and  the  protection  which  it  may  afford  to  merchant  or  other 
vessels,  you  may  think  it  right  to  retain,  it  is  presumed  that 
a  force  far  less  than  the  one  named,  that  is  to  say,  than  8000 
men,  will  be  abundantly  sufficient;  and  in  that  case,  as  in 
every  other,  you  will  send  whatever  surplus  shall  remain,  by 
the  first  commodious  and  proper  opportunity,  to  England. 

Should  the  reduction  oi  Monte  Video,  as  mentioned  above^ 
make  part  of  your  plan  of  operations,  and  should  you  suc- 
ceed in  the  attempt,  you  will  not  consider  yourself  as  bound 
by  these  instructions  permanently  to  keep  possession  of  that 
fortress,  but  may  withdraw  the  garrison,  and  destroy  the  works, 
should  that  course  appear  to  you  most  advisable. 

In  all  that  relates  to  the  management  of  the  revenues  of  any 
province  or  district  of  which  you  maybe  in  possession,  you 
will  take  as  your  guide  the  instructions  upon  that  subject  to 
Brigadier-General  Craufurd,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  en- 
closed. 

In  the  same  paper  you  wifl  find  instructions  on  another  point 
of  great  delicacy  and  importance,  namely,  the  langfuage  to  be 
held  in  answer  to  any  inquiries  on  the  part  of  the  mhabitantS| 
respecting  their  future  situation  at  a  peace. 

No  other  assurance,  as  you  will  see  by  the  paperreferred  to, 
can  be  given  them,  bui  that' his  Majesty  will  not  surrender, 
but  with  great  reluctance,  possessions  to  which  be  attaches  so 
much  value ;  and  would,  in  no  case,  consent  to  such  surrender, 
without  providing  for  the  security  of  those  who,  from  the  at- 
tachment shown  to  his  Majesty,  mi^ht  be  fearful  of  having  ren- 
dered themselves  obnoxious  to  the  displeasure  of  their  rormer 
government. 

It  is  supposed  above,  that  an  addition  migbt  be  made  to  his 
Majesty's  forces  by  troops  raised  in  the  country.  Great  care 
must  be  taken  of  course  in  selecting  the  individuals  or  classes 
proper  for  such  a  purpose  ;  and  in  determining  the  footing  on 
which  they  shall  be  placed,  and  the  amount  to  which  they  should 
be  carried ;  but,  subject  to  these  precautions,  much  aid,  it  i& 
conceived,  may  be  derived  from  this  source,  towards  securing 
his  Majesty's  possessions  in  that  quarter,  and  for  avoiding, 
at  the  same  time,  the  necessity  of  too  large  a  demand  on  the 
regular  forces  of  this  country;  •  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  re- 
mark, that  on  this  as  on  every  otheroceasion,  the  strictest  re- 
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gard  must  be  had  to  economj,  aa  wdl  in  adopting  anj  Bicaanm 
originally »  as  in  arranging  the  details  for  carrying  tile  same  inta 
effect  And  you  will^  therefore^  be  expeeteo^  in  notifyiog  the 
adoption  of  any  step  <5n  this  sabject,  tc^  enter  into  a  particular 
detail  of  the  expense  to  be  thereby  incurred,  and  of  the  reaaona 
wbicb  haire  induced  jou  to  think  that  an  expense  to  that  extent 
was  necessary  for  the  attainment  of  the  object. 

It  has  been  supposed  above,  that  whether  in  the  erent  of  a 
junctioQ  with  Genaral  Craufnrd,  or  otherwise,,  no  doubt  coold 
be  entertained  of  your  retaining  possession,  either  to  a 
er  lesser  extent,  of  some  parts  of  die  Eastern  Coast. 

But  two  cases  remain  to  be  provided  for,  which,  lK)weTer 
likely,  must  not  be  wholly  passec^  iner.  One,  nam^idy,  that  of 
}'our  finding,  on  your  arrival,  tiiat  the  places  hitherto  ocor* 
pied  by  his  Majesty^s  troops  are  no  longer  in  their  possessian : 
tl>e  other,  that  of  its  becoming  necessary,  at  any  subsequent 
period,  to  abandon  wliatcver  bad  been  before  possessed,  and 
to  withdraw  the  whole  of  the  British  force  from  that  country. 
In  either  of  these  cases,  nothing  would  seem  to  remain,  bial 
to  consider  of  the  mode  by  which  both  yourself  and  General 
Craufurd,.  with  tlie  whole  ot  the  troops  which  you  severally  have 
with  you,  might  best  return  to  England.  But  in  arranging 
■leans  for  that  purpose,  as  well  as  in  deciding  on  the  measure 
itself,  regard  must  be  had  to  the  probable  state  of  the  aroMmeBl 
under  General  Craufurd,  at  the  time,  considered  with  a 
view  to  the  health  of  the  troops,  to  the  supplies  still  remaining 
on  board  the  ships,  and  to  the  consequent  difficulties  which 
might  arise  upon  any  new  and  sudden  extension  of  their 
vovase. 

These  considerations  will  not  only  require  that  any  orders 
which  yon  may  send  to  General  Craufurd,  in  die  event  of  his 
being  separated  from  you,  should  be  to  a  certain  degree  dis- 
cretionai-y,  but  may  have  an  influence  also  in  determining  the 
line  of  conduct  which  you  yourself  may  think  it  right  to  pur- 
sue, in  concert  with  the  naval  commanding  officer. 

You  will  be  careful  to  avail  yourself  of  every  opportunity  for 
conveying  to  his  Majesty's  government  intelligence  of  your 
proceedings,  the  want  of  regular  and  constant  information 
naving  been  already  found  to  be  a  great  source  of  embarrass- 
ment, with  respect  to  the  particular  service  of  which  j'ou  are 
now  about  to  take  the  direction^ 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  HO  WICK, 

(In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Wifidham.) 

Lieutenant-General  Whitelockc,  ;' 

Commander  of   the   Forces  *       . 

serving  in  South  America. 
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.No.  5. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant-General  Wh(T£lock£,  to 
die  Right  Honourable  William  Windham,  dated  Bueooa 
Ayres,  July  10th,  1807. 

Buenos  Ayres,  July  lOtb,  1807. 
SIR, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  in- 
fonnation  of  his  Majesty,  that  upon  being  joined  at  Montevideo, 
on  the  15th  of  June,  by  the  corps  under  Brigadier-General 
Craufurd,  not  one  moment  was  lost  by  Rear- Admiral  Murray 
and  myself,  in  making  every  necessary  arrangement  for  the 
ottack  of  Buenos  Ayres.  After  many  delays,  occasioned  by 
foul  winds,  a  landing  was  effected,  without  opposition,  on 
the  28th  of  die  same  month,  at  the  Ensenada  de  Barragon,  a 
small  bay  about  30  miles  to  the  eastward  of  the  town.  The 
corps  employed  on  this  expedition  were,  three  brigades  of  light 
artillery,  under  Captain  Fraser ;  the  5th,  :^8th,  and  d7th  regi- 
ments of  foot,  under  Brigadier-General  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  -, 
theJ7th  light  dragoons,  36th  and  38th  regiments,  under  Bri* 
gadier-General  the  Honourable  William  Lumley  ;  eight  com* 
paaies  of  the  95th  regiment,  and  nine  light  infantry  compa- 
nies, under  Brigadier-General  Craufurd';  four  troops  of  the  6th  • 
dragoon  guards  ^  the  9th  li^ht  dragoons ;  40th  and  45th  regi« 
ments  of  foot,  under  Colonel  the  Honourable  T.  Mahon  ;  ^H 
the  dragoons  being  dismounted,  except  four  troops  of  the  nth, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lloyd. 

After  ttome  fatiguinff  marches  through  a  country  much  inter- 
iftctod  by  9w«i^  ancfde^  muddy  nvulets,  the  army  reached 
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Reduction,  a  yiDaffe  about  nine  miles  distant  from  the  liridge 
over  die  Rio  Cbueilo,  an  the  opposite  bank  of  .which  the  ene* 
my  had  constructed  batteries,  and  established  a  formidable  line 
of  defence.  I  resolved,  therefore,  to  turn  the  position,  by 
marching  in  two  columns  from  my  left,  and  crossing  the  river 
higher  up,  where  it  was  represented  fordable,  to  unite  my  force 
in  the  suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres.  I  sent  directions  at  the  same 
time  to  Colonel  Mahon,  who  was  brinmng  up  the  greater  part 
of  the  artillery,  under  the  protection  of  the  1 7th  light  dragoons, 
and  40th  regiment,  to  wait  for  further  orders  at  Reduction. 
Major-General  Levison  Gower  having  the  command  of  the  right 
colun^n,  crossed  the  river  at  a  pass  called  the  Passo  Chico,  and 
falling  in  with  a  corps  of  the  enemy,  gallantly  attacked  and  de- 
featea  it ;  for  the  particulars  of  which  action  I  beg  to  refer  you 
to  the  annexed  report  Owing  to  the  ignorance  of  my  g^ide, 
it  was  not  until  next  day  that  I  joined  with  the  main  body  of 
the  army,  when  I  formed  my  line  by  placing  Brigadier-Gene* 
ral  Sir  Sampel  Achmuty's  brigade  upon  the  left,  extending  it 
towards  the  convent  of  the  Recollata,  from  which  it  was  distant 
two  miles.  The  36th  and  88th  regiments,  being  on  its  right, 
Brigadier-General  Craufurd's  bri^ide  occupying  the  ceqtral, 
and  principal  avenues  of  the  town,  being  distant  about  three 
miles  from  the  great  square  and  fort ;  and  the  6th  dragoon 
guards,  9th  light  dragoons,  and  4f5th  regiment  being  upon  his 
right,  and  extending  towards  the  Residentia.  The  town  was 
thus  nearly  invested  ;  and  this  disposition  of  the  army,  and  the 
circumstances  of  the  town  and  suburbs  being  divided  into 
squares  of  HO  yards  each  side,  together  with  tne  knowledge 
that  tlie  enemy  meant  to  occupy  the  flat  roofs  of  the  houses, 
gave  rise  to  tfie  following  plan  of  attack: — Brigadier-General 
Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  was  directed  to  detach  the  38th  regiment 
to  possess  itself  of  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  and  the  adjacent  strong 
ground,  and  there  take  post  The  87th,  5th,  36th,  and  88th 
regiments  were  each  divided  into  wings,  and  each  wing  or- 
derc  d  to  penetrate  into  the  street  directly  in  its  front.  The 
light  battalion  divided  into  wings,  and  each  followed  by  a  wing 
ot*  the  l>5th  regiment,  and  a  3-pounder,  was  ordered  to  proceed 
down  the  two  streets  on  the  right  of  the  central  one,  and  the  45th 
retriment  down  the  two  adjoining,  and  after  clearing  the  streets 
of  the  enemy,  this  latter  regiment  was  to  take  post  at  the  Re- 
sidentia. Two  6-pounders  >\  ere  ordered  along  the  central  street, 
covered  by  the  carabineers  and  three  troops  of  the  &th  light 
dragoons,  the  remainder  of  which  was  posted  as  a  reserve  in  the 
centre.  Kach  division  was  ordered  to  proceed  along  the  street 
directly  in  its  front,  till  it  arrived  at  tne  last  square  of  houses 
next  the  river  Plata,  of  which  it  was  to  possess  itself,  forming 
on  the  flat  roofs,  and  there  wait  for  further  orders.  The  95th 
regiment  was  to  occupy  two  of  the  most  commanding  situations. 


frotn  which  it  cbuld  antioy  tbe  enemy.  Two  corporals,  witk 
tools,  were  ordered  to  march  at  the  head  of  each  column,  for 
the  purpose  of  breaking  open  the  doors.  The  whole  were  un- 
loaded, and  no  firing  was  to  be  permitted  until  the  columns  had 
reached  their  final  points,  and  formed.  A  cannonade  in  the 
central  streets  was  the  signal  for  the  whole  to  move  forward. 

In  conformity  to  this  arrangement,  at  half  past  six  o^clock  of 
the  morning  of  the  5th  instant,  the  'SSth  regiment  moving  to- 
warJii  its  left,  and  the  87th  straight  to  its  front,  approached 
the  strong  post  of  the  Retire  and  Plaza  deTauros ;  and,  after  a 
most  vigorous  and  spirited  attack,  in  which  these  regiments 
sutfered  much  from  grape-shot  and  musketry,  their  gallant 
commander,    Brigadier-General   Sir  Samuel   Achmuty,  pos- 
sessed himself  of  the  post,  taking  32  pieces  of  cannon,  an  im- 
mense quantity  of  ammunition,  and  600  prisoners.    The  5th 
regiment,  meeting  with  but  little  opposition,  proceeded  to  the 
river,  and  took  possession  of  the  cnurch  and  convent  of  Saint 
Catalina.     The  36th  and  88th  regiments,   under  Brigadier- 
General  Lumley,  moving  in  the  appointed  order,  were  soon 
opposed  by  a  heavy  and  continued  fire  of  musketry  from  the 
tops  and  windows  of  the  houses,  the  doors,  of  which  were  bar- 
ricadoed  in  so  strong  a  manner,  as  to  render  them  almost  im- 
possible to  force :  the  streets  were  intersected  by  deep  ditches^ 
on  the  inside  of  which  were  planted  cannon,  pouring  showers 
of  grape  on  the  advancing  columns.     In  defiance,  nowever, 
of  this  opposition,  the  36th  regiment,  headed  by  the  gallant 
General,  reached  its  final  destination ;  but  the   88th,  being 
nearer  to  the  fort  and  principal  defences  of  the  enemy,  were 
so  weakened  by  his  fire,  as  to  be  totally  overpowered  and  taken. 
The  flank  of  the  36th  being  thus  exposed,  this  regiment,  to- 
gether with  the  5tb,  retired  upon  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty's  post, 
at  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  not,  however,  before  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Burne,  and  the  grenadier  company  of  the  36th  regiment,  liad 
an  opportunity  of  distinguishing  themselves,  by  charging  about 
500  of  the  enemy,  and  taking  and  spiking  two  guns.     The 
two  6-pounders  moving  up  the  central  streets,  meeting  with  a 
very  superior  fire,  the  four  troops  of  the  carabineers,  led  on 
hy  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kington,  advanced  to  take  the  battery 
opposed  to  them  ;  bnt  this  gallant  ofHcer  being  unfortunately 
wounded,  as  well  as  Captain  Burrell,  next  in  command,  and, 
the  lire,  both  from  tbe  battery  and  houses,  proving  very  de- 
structive, they  retreated  to  a  short  distance,  but  continued  to 
occupy  a  position  in  the  front  of  the  enemy's  principal  de^ 
fences,  and  considerably  in  advance  of  that  which  tliey  had 
taken  in  the  morning. 

The  left  division  of  Brigadier-General  Craufurd's  brigade, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  rack,  passed  on  nearly  to  t)ie  river, 
and,  turnuig  to  the  left,  approached  the  great  square,  with 
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ihe  intefition  of  poMesftim^  itself  of  the  Jesoits*  c6IIc|e»  t^ttii« 
Btion  which  commaQcled  tlie  enemy^s  prii>cipal  line  of  defence  \ 
but,  from  the  very  destructive  nature  of  biB  fire,  thb  was  found 
impracticabie  ;  and  after  sustaining  a  heavy  losi,  one  part  of 
the  division  throwing  itself  into  a  house,  which  was  afterwards 
not  found  tenable,  was  shortly  obliged  to  surrender,  iirbiUl 
the  remaining  part,  after  enduring  a  dreadful  fire  with  the 

Eeatest  intrepidity,  Lieutcnant-CoTonet  Pack,  its  commander, 
ing  wounded,  retired  upon  the  right  divknon,  commanded 
by  Brigadier-General  Craufurd  himself.     I'his  division  having 
passed  quite  through  to  the  river  Plata,  turned  also  to  the  left, 
to  approach  the  great  square  and  fort,  from  the  north-east 
bastion  of  which  it  was  distant  about  400  yards,  when  Briga« 
dier-General  Craufurd,  learning  the  fate  of  his  left  division, 
thought  it  most  advisable  to  take  possession  of  the  convent  of 
8aint  E)omingo,  near  which  he  then  was,  intending  to  proceed 
onwards  to  the  Pranciscan  church,  which  lay  still  nearer  the 
fort,  if  the  atuick  or  success  of  any  other  of  our  columns  should 
free  him,  in  some  measure,  from  the  host  of  enemies  which 
aurrounded  him.     The  45th  regiment,  being  further  from  the 
enemy's  centre,  had  gained  the  Residentia  without  much  op- 
position ;  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Guard,  leaving  it  in  pos« 
iession  of  his  battalion  companies,  moved  down  with  the  gre- 
nadier company  towards  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  joined 
Brigadier- General  Craufurd.   The  enemy,  who  now  surrounded 
the  convent  on  all  sides,  attempting  to  take  a  :^-pounder  which 
lay  in  the  street,  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  with  his  company, 
and  a  few  light  infantry  under  Major  Trotter,  charged  them 
with  great  spirit :  in  an  instant  the  greater  part  of  his  company 
and  Major  Trotter  were  killed,  but  the  gun  was  saved.     The 
Brigadier- General  was  now  obliged  to  confine  himself  to  the 
defence  of  the  convent,  from  which  the  riflemen  kept  up  a 
well-directed  fire  upon  sueh  of  the  enemy  as  approached  the 
post;  but  the  quantity  of  round  shot,  grape,  and  musketry  to 
which  they  were  exposed,  at  last  obliged  them  to  quit  the  top 
of  the  building ;  and  the  enemy,   to  the  number  of  6000, 
bringing  up  cannon  to  force  the  wooden  gates  which  fronted 
the  fort,  the  Brigadier-General  having  no  communication  with 
any  other  columns,  and  judging  from  the  cessation  of  firing 
that  those  next  him  had  not  been  successful,  surrendered  at 
four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.     The  result  of  this  day's  action 
had  left  me  in  possession  of  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  a  strong  post 
on  the  enemy's  right,  and  the  Kesidentia,  anotlier  strong  post 
on  his  left,  whilst  1  occupied  an  advanced  position  opposite 
his  centre.     But  these  advantages  had  cost- about  2500  men  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.     The   nature  of  the  fire  to 
which  the  troops  were  exposed  was  violent  in  the  extreme. 
Crape-shot  at  the  corners  of  all  the  streets,  musketry,  hand- 
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cvenades,  bricks  and  stones  from  the  tops  of  all  the  boiises. 
Every  hou.seholder,  with  his  negroes,  defended  his  dwelling, 

'  each  of  which  was  in  itself  a  fortress :  and  it  is  perhaps  not  too 
much  to  say,  that  the  whole  male  population  of  Buenos  Ayres 
was  employed  in  its  defence.  This  was  the  situation  of  the 
army  on  the  monring  of  the  6th  instant,  when  General  Liniers 
addressed  a  letter  to  me,  offering  to  give  up  all  his  prisoners 
taken  in  the  late  affair,  together  with  the  71st  regiment,  and 
others  taken  with  Brigadier-General  Beresford,  if  I  desisted 
from  any  further  attack  on  the  town,  and  withdraw  his  Ma- 
jesty's forces  from  .the  river  Plata ;  intimating  at  the  same 
time,  that  from  the  exasperated  state  of  the  populace,  he  could 
not  answer  for  the  safety  of  the  prisoners,  if  I  persisted  in  of- 
fensive measures.     Influenced  by  this  consideration  (which  I 

.knew,  from  better  authority,  to  be  founded  in  fact),  and  re- 
flecting of  how  little  advantage  would  be  the  possession  of  a 
country,  the  inhabitants  of  whicli  were  so  absolutely  hostile, 
I  resolved  to  forego  the  advantages  which  the  bravery  of  the 
troops  had  obtained,  and  acceded  to  the  annexed  treaty,  which 
I  trust  will  meet  the  approbation  of  his  Majesty. 

I  have  nothing  furtlier  to  add,  except  to  mention,  in  terms 
of  the  highest  praise,  the  conduct  of  Ilear-Admiral  Murray, 
whose  cordial  co-operation  has  never  been  wanting  whenever 
tlie  army  could  be  beneBted  by  his  exertions.  Captain  Row-* 
ley,  of  the  royal  navy,  commanding  the  seamen  on  $hore ; 
Capuin  Bayntun,  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Afi'ica,  who  superin- 
tended the  disembarkation ;  and  Captain  Thoinson,  of  the  Fly, 
who  had  the  direction  of  the  gun-boats,  and  had  previously 
rendered  me  much  service,  by  reconnoitring  the  river,  are  aU 
entitled  to  my  best  thanks. 

As  his  character  already  stands  so  high,  it  is  almost  unneces- 
sary to  state,  that  from  my  second  in  command,  Major-Ge- 
neral Levison  Gower,  I  have  experienced  every  zealous  and 
usefyl  assistance.  My  thanks  are  likewise  due  to  Brigadier- 
Generals  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  and  Lumley^  and  to  Colonel 
Mahon,  and  to  Brigadier-General  Craufiird,  conunanding  bri- 
gades. I  cannot  sufficiently  bring  to  notice  the  uncommon 
exertions  of  Captain  Fraser,  commanding  the  royal  artillery, 
the  fertility  of  whose  mind,  zeal  and  animation  in  all  cases, 
left  difficulties  behind.  Captain  Squire,  of  the  royal  engi- 
neers, is  also  entitled  to  my  best  thanks.  Nor  should  I  omit 
the  gallant  conduct  of  Major  Nichols,  of  the  45th  regiment, 
who,  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant,  being  pressed  by  the 
enemy,  near  the  Residentia,  charged  them  witn  great, sphri^ 
and  took  two  howitzers  and  many  prisoners.  Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel Bradford,  Deputy  Adjutant-General,  has  likewise  ^  gi^eat 
claim  to  my  approbation,  as  a  gallant  and  promising  ofncer* 
Tlie  officers  of  my  personal  staff,    Lieutenaot-CoLoDel  Tor^* 
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rfns,  Military  Secretary.,  Captains  Brown,  Foster,  Douflai^ 
4nd  WhittinghaAi,  Aides*de»Cainp,  must  also  be  mentioned 
by  me  in  terms  of  just  re^rd.  Tlic  knowledge  which  the  lat- 
ter possesses  of  the  Spanish  language  has  been  enuoently  U9e* 
fill  to  me.  ^ 

This  dispatch  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bourke,  Deputy*Quarter-Master.Genera1,  who  has  aflbrded 
me  that  assistance  which  might  be  looked  for  from  an  officer 
of  his  military  talents  and  attachment  to  the  service  ;  to  whom 
I  beg  to  refer  you  for  any  further  particulars  respecting  the 
military  operations  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  WHITELOCKE, 

Lieutenant-General. 
The  Right  Hon.  W.  Windham, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

(A  true  Copy)        E.  Cooke. 


No.  6. 

Copy  of  Letter  from  Lieutenant-General  Whitelocke,  to  the 
Right  Honourable  William  Windham,  dated  10th  July, 
1807. — Private. 

Buenos  A}  res,  July  lOtb,  1807. 
SIR, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  imme« 
diately  after  my  arrival  at  Monte  Video,  on  the  lOth  of  M Jiy,  I 
began  to  mate  every  possible  preparation  for  the  attack  of  this 
place,  as  the  first  and  most  essential  step  towards  the  reduction 
of  the  province.  For  this  purpose  sloops  of  war  and  other  light 
vessels  were  sent  to  reconnoitre  the  southern  bank  of  the  river, 
iki  order  to  fix  upon  the  precise  point  of  debarkation.  It  was 
found  that  the  water  was  too  shallow  to  admit  of  a  landing,  un- 
der cover  of  the  ships  of  war,*  any  where  to  the  wesjtward  of  the 
town  of  Buenos  Ayres,  nor  nearer  to  it  on  the  eastward  than  the 
Ensenada  of  Barragon.  This  bay  was,  therefore,  fixed  upon  as 
the  point  of  debarkation,  and  every  arrangement  that  could  pre- 
viously be  made  was  pressed  forward  with  expedition,  whilst  I 
waitedf  anxiously  for  the  arrival  of  Brigadier- General  Craufurd*i 
corps,  and  the  fleet  with  which  I  had  sailed  from  England. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  Rear- Admiral  Murray  and  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Craufurd  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  river;  but  owing  to 
a  prevalence  of  contrary  winds,  the  expedition  did  not  reach 
Montevideo  until  the  I4tli  of  June.  1  immediately  determinttf 
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liot  t5  wait  the  arrival  of  the  convoy  from  £jigland>  as  by  the 
general  voice  of  the  inhabitant^  and  of  those  officei*s  who  had 
passed  the  winter  in  the  province,  the  months  of  July  and  Au- 
gust were  represented  as  most  unfavourable  to  military  opera*- 
tions,  on  account  of  the  heavy  and  continual  rains  which  pre- 
vail at  that  season.  Having  fixed  upon  Colonia  as  the  place  of 
assembly  from  which  the  expedition  was  to  proceed,  I  sent  the 
troops  upwards,  in  small  divisions,  on  account  of  the  intricate 
navigation,  leaving  at  Monte  Video  the  47th  regiment,  the  de- 
tachments of  the  20th  and  21$t  light  dragoons,  two  companies 
of  the  38th  regiment,  and  a  corps  of  mihtia,  formed  by  the  Bri- 
tish merchants,  in  all  composing;  a  garrison  of  about  1300  men^ 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Bro\vne,  of  the  40th  regiment ; 
and  after  much  delay,  caused  by  contrary  winds.  Rear- Admiral 
Murray  iind  myself  arrived  opposite  the  point  of  debarkation 
on  the  28th  ultimo. 

In  the  morning  the  fleet  stood  into  the  bay,  and  before  night 
the  whole  army >  consisting  as  per  margin*,  was  landed,  without 
opposition,  on  the  enemy's  coast.  The  greater  part  of  the  next 
day  was  occupied  in  ianaing  artillery,  horses,  and  stores.  Im- 
mediately on  the  landing  of  Brigadier- General  Craufurd's  bri- 
gade, and  the  38th  and  87th  regiments,  I  detached  Major-Ge- 
neral  L.  Gower  with  this  force  and  two  3-pounders,  to  occupy 
the  heights  in  my  front,  about  five  miles  distant ;  and  the  next 
«iorning  I  proceeded  to  join  him  with  the  rest  of  ^he  army,  fouf 
6>pounaeri;,  and  two  3-pounders,  the  remainder  of  the  artillery 
not  being  landed.  The  same  day  I  directed  Major-General  C 
Gower  to  precede  my  march  with  his  advanced  corps,  substi- 
tuting the  36tb  and  88th  regiments,  under  Brigadier- General 
Lumley,  for  the  38th  and  87th  regiments ;  and  I  left  Colonel 
Mahon,  with  four  troops  of  the  I7th  light  dragoons,  and  th^ 
40th  regiment,  to  protect  the  guns  when  they  should  come  up^ 
and  cover  the  rear  of  the  army,  being  principally  induced  to 
break  my  force  into  these  divisions,  for  the  puqjose  of  more 
readily  procuring  cover  and  fuel.  On  the  1st  ©f  July  the  ad-^ 
vanced  corps  drove  a  small  party  of  the  enemy  from  the  village 
of  Reduction,  and  took  post  about  two  miles  beyond  it,  whilst 
I  occupied  the  village  with  the  main  body.  I  was  no*v  distant 
^out  nine  miles  from  the  bridge  over  the  Rio  Chuello,  on  t\\e 
opposite  bank  of  which  I  understood  the  enemy  had  constructed 
batteries,  and  intended  to  make  a  stand.     I  determined,  there- 


^  3  brigades  artillery. 
38th?  Brigadier-General  Sir  S.  Ach- 

17th  draroons. 

S6th  I 

mg^  ¥  Br^<Ucr-Gtfneral  Lumley. 


95th  7  Bri^dler-Gcncral 

Light  battalion    {     Craufurd. 
4  troops  6th  dragoon  guards. 
9th  light  dragroons. 


b2 


/ 


20 

lore,  instead  of  forcing  the  bridge,  to  turn  the  enemy's  line  of 
ctelence,  by  marching  from  our  left,  and  crossing  the  river  in 
two  columns  higher  up,  where  it  was  represented  fordable, 
and  continuing  to  march  untiH  should  have  got  completely  ta 
die  westward  and  northward  of  the  town,  appuyed  my  left  ou 
the  river  La  Plata,  and  opened  a  communication  with  the  fleet. 
On  the  2d  instant,  at  nme  o^ clock,  Major-General  L.Gower 
inarched  with  his  corps,  which  should  now  be  considered  as  the 
ri^ht  column,  and  1  marched  myself  at  ten,  with  the  intention 
ot  uniting  our  forces  that  evening  in  the  suburbs  of  the  town, 
Major-General  L.  Gower  having  crossed  the  river,  his  leading 
brigade  fell  in  with  a  considerable  corps  of  the  enctny,  under 
,  General  Liniers  himself,  which  he  attacked  with  great  vivacity, 
completely  overthrew  it,  taking  ten  pieces  of  cannon  and  some 

£risoners.  The  Major-General  halted  on  the  around  from  which 
e  had  driven  the  enemy,  waiting  my  arriviu,  and  sending,  at 
■  ^he  same  time,  a  summons  to  General  Liniers  (No.  1),  which 
was  refused  on  this  occasion,  as  well  as  the  following  day,  wbea 
I  sent  to  him  myself  (as  per  No.  2).  Owing  to  the  ignonmce  of 
my  guide,  who  conducted  me  by  a  considerable  detour,  I  did 
not  reach  the  Major-General  until  the  next  day,  when  I  formed 
my  line  by  placing  one  of  my  brigades  under  »ir  Samuel  Ach- 
muty,  Qn  the  left  of  Briradier-G^eral  Lumley^  extending  it 
towards  the  convent  of  uie  Recollata,  distant  about  two  miles ; 
and  another  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Guard,  on  the  right, 
towards  the  Residentia,  whilst  Brigadier-General  Craufiird's 
brigade  occupied  the  central  and  principal  avenues   into  the 
town,  being  distant  about  three  miles  from  the  great  square 
and  the  fort  of  Buenos  Avres.     In  pursuance  of  my  original 
design,  I  intended  to  march  the  next  morning  by  my  left  to  the 
convent  of  Recollata,  which  standing  on  hign  ground  immedi- 
ately over  the  river,  I  could  have  communicated  with  the  fleet, 
and  landed  heavy  guns  for  a  vigorous  attack  of  the  town,  should 
General  Liniers  oDstinately  refuse  to  surrender  it.    Upon  con- 
sulting, however,  with  Major-General  L.  Gower,  he  submitted 
to  me  another  plan  of  attack,  which  as  it  promised  a  more  ex- 
peditious issue,  inasmuch  as  it  obviated  the  necessity  of  march- 
ing to  the  left,  and  tlm  (l<»lay  which  would  be  occasioned  by 
landing  heavy  guns  and  erecting  batteries,  a  delay  which  I  tKe 
more  dreaded  on  account  of  the  rains  having,  -to  all  appear- 
ance, set  in,  and  the  men  being  in  a  great  degree  exposed  to 
the  severity  of  the  weather,  from  the' impossibility  of  convey- 
ing camp  equipage.    I  consented,  for  these  reasons,  to  change 
my  plan,  and  adopt  what  seemed  to  be  generally  approved  by 
the  general  officers  under  me.     Besides,  the  measure  of  bom- 
bardment, or  any  other  measure  which  might  occasion  an  indis- 
criminate loss  oF  lite,  ruin  Uie  town,  and  irritate' the  people, 
appeared  to  me,  upon  redaction)  contrary  both  to  the  letter 
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and  spirit  of  my  instructions. '  I  hoped  also,  by  this  plan,  to  be 
able  to  dislodge  those  who  op)K>sed  the  progress  of  his  Majes- 
ty's arms,  and  by  driving  them  to  the  bottom  of  the  town,' 
tliere  make  a  number  of  prisoners,  which  might  be,  in  our 
hands,  so  many  pledges  for  the  return  of  the  71st  regiment  and 
the  other  troops  captured  with  Brigadier-General  Beresford^ 
whilst  the  peaceable  inhabitants,  and  those  best  disposed  to-« 
wards  us,  by  remaining  (juietly  in  their  houses,  might  escape 
the  danger  of  the  attack.-  The  nature  of  this  attack  can  oe 
best  explained  by  annexing  the  General  Order,  (Xo.  ?j).  The 
result  was  successful  in  the  principal  points,  as  I  obtained  pos- 
session of  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  a  strong  post  on  the  enemy's 
right  flank,  32  pieces  of  ordnance,  and  a  large  dep6t  of  ammu- 
nition and  provisions,  as  well  as  the  Residentia,  another  strong 
post  on  the  enemy's  left,  and  four  pieces  of  cannon  which  de- 
tended  it.  But  these  conquests  were  purchased  with  the  loss  of 
2500  men  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  and  amongst  the 
latter  Bric^adier-Gcneral  Craufurcf  and  other  officers  of  rank. 
The  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  in  this  action  has  been 
gallant  in  the  highest  degree,  and  the  severity  of  the  loss  occa- 
sioned solely  by  the  obstinacy  of  tlie  defence.  The  enemy  bad 
dug  ditches  across  the  principal  streets,  and  placed  cannon 
within  them :  he  occupied  the  Hat  roofs  of  all  the  houses  in 
commanding  situations,  and  from  thence,  and  the  windows, 
poured  a  destructive  fire  of  musketry,  hand-grenades,  fire-pots, 
occ.  upon  the  columns  as  they  advanced  ;  having  likewise  had  the 
precaution  to  barricade  the  doors  in  so  strong  a  manner  as  to 
render  them  very  difficult  to  force,  tliough  the  troops  had  been 
provided  with  instruments  for  that  purpose.  Every  house- 
holder, with  his  negroes,  defended  his  dwelling;  and  it  is, 
perhaps,  not  too  much  to  say,  that  the  whole  male  population 
of  Buenos  Ay  res  was  employed  in  its  defence,  which  very  po- 
pulation in  the  field  would  probably  not  have  withstood  the  at- 
tack of  two  British  regiments. 

On  the  morning  succeeding  the  attack  I  received  a  letter 
from  General  Liniers,  offering  to  give  up  all  prisoners  taken  in 
the  late  affair,  as  well  as  those  taken  with  Major-General  Be- 
resford,  if  I  consented  to  relinquish  the  attack,  and  withdraw 
his  Majesty's  forces  from  the  province.  A  correspondence 
upon  this  took  place,  which  ended  in  the  treaty  1  have  the 
honour  to  transmit. 

My  reasons  for  acceding  to  this  negociation  were  briefly 

these : — I  had  lost  in  tlic  preceding  attack men,  although 

I  had  gained  a  strong  post  on  the  enemy's  right  flank,  fram 
which  1  communicatca  with  the  fleet,  and  from  which  it  might 
be  possible  to  fire  heavy  cannon  on  the  town,  and  otherwise 
annoy  it.  Yet  the  enemy's  chief  defences  were  too  remote 
from  this  point,  and  too  much  covered  by  houses  to  allow  me 


fo  hOM  dM  I  coiAdf  in  any  giten  tiinei  destrc^  (hem  b j  caA« 
|ion  uone,  6ve&  if  the  naseure  of  my  instructions  had  not  rnili-* 
%BXi^  against  such  a  measure.  General  Liniets  had  likewise 
acquainted  me  in  his  letter,  that  he  could  not  anstrer  for  the 
lifbs  of  bis  prisoners,  if' the  attack  was  persisted  in ;  and  from 
•trety  thing  I  have  since  heard  from  the  officers  themsel?^  I 
hiEte  feason  to  believe  they  would  all  have  been  sacrificed  to 
ffa0  fiiry  of  lui  exasperated  rabble.  Nothing,  therefore,  re* 
mained  to  badone  onensivety,  but  another  attack  on  the  town, 
Conducted  in  a  manner  similar  to  the  last ;  the  event  of  which 
lAust  falCVe  been  doubtful,  as  my  force,  when  cofleqted,  did  not 
teach  5000  men ;  and;  if  even  successful,  my  loss  would  proba- 
biy  have  rendered  that  force  insufficient  to  keep  the  place  when 
fsken.  If  it  was  deemed  fruitless  to  attempt  fUtottier  attack, 
'  there  Vet  remained  two  inodes  of  retreat,  either  by  treaty,  or 
9te-dinbaricin^  in  the  iace  of  the  enemy.  The  latter  tneasnra 
^tild  certainly  have  been  attended  with  additional  loss,  and 
th0  wounded  and  prisoners  of  the  late  afiair,  as  well  as  the  71st 
tegittient,  in  ail  4000  men,  lost  for  ever  to  Great  BritaiDL  In 
retum  for  which  I  should  have  possessed  but  a  nominal  com* 
IMrtid  lit  Monte  V^eo,  t  post  which  can  never  be  considered 
tt  tfny  advantage  whilst  tne  eapitid  dl  the  province,  and  the 
l(teit  ^trepdt  of  commerce  rettiained  in  the  bands  of  the 

fitiMiy. 

I  determined,  therefore,  to  aecede  to  this  trWrty,  by  which  I 
lihali  be  enabled  to  bring  ofiT  my  own  army  almost  entire,  and 
recover  the  71st  regiment,  a  point  which  my  instructions  has 
taught  me  to  consider  as  of  the  first  importance ;  and  I  shall 
evacuate  a  provihce  which  the  force  I  was  authorized  to  calcu- 
late \vpon  could  never  maintain,  and  which,  from  the  very  bos* 
tile  disposition  of  its  inhabitants,  was  in  truth  not  worth  main- 
taining. 

I  shall  dispose  of  the  army  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  my 
instructions,  the  particulars  of  which  I  shAll  detail  to  you  from 
Monte  Video,  by  another  man  of  war  that  will  sail  from  thence 
with  duplicates  of  these  dispatches.  Trusting  that  the  con- 
duct I  have  pursued  in  this  difficult  ^tuation  may  meet  with 
^he  gracious  approval  of  his  Majesty. 

'  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  WHITELOCKE, 

Lieutenant-General. 

Tins  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Licutcnant-Cplonel  Bourke, 
to  whom,  as  well  as  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty,  I  refer  you  for  fur- 
Aer  particulars. 

(A  tnic  copy)        E.  Cooke, 
Riprht  Honourable 
William  M'iudham,  8ilc,  ?^c.  kc. 
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No.  7. 

TR^TY. 

A  Definitive  Treaty  between  the  Generals  in  Chief  of  his  Bri- 
tranuic  Majesty,  and  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  as  per  tlie 
following  articles : 

1st.  There  shall  be,  from  this  time,  a  cessation  of  hostilities 
on  both  sides  of  the  river  Plate. 

2d.  The  troops  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  shall  retain,  for  the 
period  of  two  months,  the  fortress  and  place  of  Monte  Video; 
ind,  as  a  neutral  country :  there  shall  be  considered  a  line  drawn 
from  San  Carlos  on  the  west,  to  Pando  on  the  east,  and  there 
shall  not  be  on  any  part  of  that  line  hostilities  committed  on 
any  side,  the  neutrality  being  understood,  only  that  the  indivi- 
duals of  both  nations  may  live  freely  under  their  respective 
Jaws — the  Spanish  subjects  being  judged  by  theirs^  as  the  Kng- 
lish  by  those  of  their  nation. 

3d.  There  shall  be  on  both  sides  a  mutual  restitution  of  pri* 
soners,  including  not  only  those  which  have  been  taken  since 
the  arrival  of  the  troops  under  Lieutenant- General  Whitolocke, 
but  also  all  those  his  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects  captured  in 
South  America  since  the  conimencemetit  of  the  war. 

4th.  That,  for  the  prompt  dispatch  of  the  vessels  and  troops 
of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  there  shall  be  no  impediment  thrown 
in  the  way  of  the  supplies  of  provision  which  may  be  i^qtfested 
for  Monte  Video. 

5th.  A  period  of  ten  days,  from  this  time,  is  given  for  the  re* 
embarkation  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  troops,,  to  pass  to  the 
north  side  of  the  river  La  Plata,  with  tlie  arms  Which  may  actually 
be  in  their  power,  stores  and  equipage,  at  the  most  convenient 
points  which  may  be  selected,  and  during  this  tiipe  provisions 
niav  be  sold  to  them. 

6th.  That  at  the  time  of  tlTe  delivery  of  the  place  and  fortress 
of  Monte  V^ideo,  which  shall  take  place  at  the  end  of  the  two 
months  fixe».l  in  the  second  article,  the  delivery  will  be  made 
in  the  terms  it  was  found,  and  with  the  artillery  it  had  when 
it  was  taken. 

Tth.  Three  officers  of  rank  shall  be  delivered  for  and  until 
the  fulfilment  of  the  above  articles  by  botli  parties;  being  well 
understood,  that  his  Britannic  Majesty's  officers  who  have 
been  on  their  parole,  cannot  serve  against  South  America  until 
their  arrival  in  Kurope. 
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Done  at  the  Fort  of  Buenos  Ayres,  the  seventh  day  of  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  signing  two  of 
one  tenor. 

Santiago  Liniers,  Jn.  Whitelocke, 

Caser  Balbiani,  ^  Lieut.-Gen.  Comm^ 

JBbRnardo  Velascos.  Geo.  Murray, 

Rear-Adiairal  Comm*, 

(A  true  Copy) 

E.  Cooke. 


No.  8. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  W.  Wjndham 
to  Brigadier -General  Craufurd,  dated  Do^niug-street, 
October  3D,  1806.— Secret  Copy. 

Downing-street,  October  30,  1806. 
SIR, 

In  the  management  of  the  pecuniary  con-: 
cems  of  the  expedition*  (and  in  case  of  your  success),  in  the 
civil  administration  of  such  parts  of  the  Spanish  colonies  as  may 
be  occupied  by  the  forces  under  your  command,  you  will,  as 
far  as  circumstances  admit,  attend  to  the  following  directions, 
until  his  Majesty's  further  pleasure  shall  be  communicated 
to  you. 

You  will  observe  the  greatest  possible  economy,  so  far  as 
depends'Upon  you  with  regard  to  the  expenditure  of  stores, 
and  to  the  supplies  of  money  which  it  may  from  time  to  time 
be  necessary  to  place  in  tjie  hands  of  the  Commissary  or  De- 
puty-Paymaster attached  to  the  expedition ;  and  you  will,  for 
this  purpose,  give  such  timely  information  and  instructions  to 
such  Commissary,  as  may  enable  him  to  provide  the  necessary 
articles  at  the  cheapest  rale,  and  to  draw  bills,  or  prom  re  sup- 
plies of  specie  in  the  most  advantageous  manner,  taking  care 
not  to  authorize  the  making  of  any  purchase,  the  drawing  of  any 
bill,  or  the  issuing  of  any  sums  of  money  by  way  of  imprest, 
unless  the  necessity  of  so  doing  shall  be  made  evident  to  you; 
and  herein  you  will  carefully  attend  to  the  instruction  given  by 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  treasmy  to  Mr.  De- 
puty Commissary-General  Bullock,  and  Mr.  Deputy  Commis- 
sary-General of  Accounts  Manby,  and  enforce,  so  far  as  in  you 
lies,  a  due  obser\ance  thereof. 

It  is  also  necessary  for  you  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the 
act  passed  in  the  last  session  of  parliament  for  the  better  audit- 
ing of  public  accounts  (a  copy^of  which  is  herewith  transmitted 
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to  you  for  that  purpose),  and  particularly  to  the  8th,  9tB,'  1 0th, 
I2tby  and  1 4th  sections  thereof;  and  you  are  not  only  to  observe 
the  same  by  transmitting  regularly  to  the  Lords  Commissionen 
o£  his  Majesty's  treasury,  or  their  secretaries,  and  to  the  audit* 
pes  of  public  accounts,  such  accounts  as  are  therein  directed, 
and  within  the  periods  there  limited,  as  far  as  circumstances 
will  allow ;  but  you  are  also  strictly  to  require,  and  cause  to 
be  transmitted,  in  like  manner,  such  accounts  from  ail  persons 
whatever,  either  cinl  or  military,  acting  under  your  authority, 
and  having  in  any  shape  any  receipt  or  payment  of  public 
monies;  and  on  this  subject,  as  well  as  on  all  other  matters  of' 
accounts,  revenue,  or  expenditure,  you  are  to  correspond  with 
one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  trejusury.    , 

In  the  event  of  your  obtaining  possession  of  any  port  or  for- 
tress on  the  coast  of  Chili,  and  especially  in  case  any  consi« 
derable  district  shall  be  disposed  to  place  itself  under  liis  Ma- 
jesty's protection,  you  will  use  every  means  in  your  power  to' 
conciliate  ^he  good-will  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  convince 
them  of  the  superior  advantages  to  be  derived  from  British 
connexion  and  governaient.  i'or  this  purpose  it  is  peculiarly 
important  to  abstain  from  every  exercise  of  the  rights  of  war 
which  might  produce  any  impression  that  booty  and  not  pro- 
tection was  the  object  of  the  British  {government,  or  of  those 
jsmployed  iu  the  expedition.  And  in  this  respect  the  liberality 
pind  ample  protection  given  to  private  rights  and  property  at  the 
capture  of  Buenos  Ayres  is  highly  commendable,  and  deserv-' 
ing  of  imitation.  And  this  attention  is  the  more  necessary,  as 
the  coasts  of  South  America  have,  at  different  times,  been  at- 
tacked by  marauding  expeditions,  the  ravages  of  which  are  not 
ye^  forgotten,  and  with  which  it  will  undoubtedly  be  a  principal 
pbject  of  the  enemy's  attention,  to  endeavour  to  confound  the 
armament  under  the  command  of  you  and  Admiral  Murray. 

In  the  next  place,  you  will  be  very  careful  to  avoid  any  thing 
which  can  give  offence  to  the  religious  opinions  or  established- 
usages  of  the  inhabitants,  or  tend  to  confound  the  different 
classes  of  their  society,  or  destroy  the  subordination  now  habi- 
tual amongst  them;  excepting  only,  that  so  far  as  can  be  done 
W'ithout  harshness,  you  will  oive  a  preference,  on  all  occasions, 
to  the  Creole  or  native  inhabitants  of  the  country  over  Spanish 
Europeans.  In  case  you  meet  with  any  French  or  other  foreign 
Europeans  resident  in  the  country,  you  will  be  particularly  at- 
tentive to  their  conduct,  and  take  the  most  speedy  and  effectual 
means  to  counteract  the  dangerous  designs  which  5'ou  may  have 
reason  to  suspect  them  of  forming,  and,  if  necessary,  remove 
them  from  tlie  country. 

In  the  management  of  the  public  revenue,  you  will  continue  to 
employ,  until  his  Majesty's  further  pleasure  shall  be  signified  to 
yoxLf  suQh  Q^lcers  as,you  n^ay  find  i^  possession  of  the  differed 


moMtidian  eonttttti  therewith,  jMrdVlded  Vbti  iBall  )U¥#  VMsMI 
tr>  be  tttisfled  of  their  geod  condtic^t,  r^pm\tijg  *uch  i»  y6u  ttajr 
think  stts^cious  by  temjl^orafv  appoititmmte^  until  y6a  receivd 
fandber  dnrectioDs.  Until  such  tiine  the  existing  taxes  Are  to  re^* 
main  on  their  present  footing,  excepting  M  to  the  irfkditioii  of 
Ae  capitulation  of  the  Indians,  and  such  teductiM  0^  the  cili*^ 
iDin  duties  as  has  already  been  mentioited  in  my  other  letter. 
.  The  management  of  the  mines  is  also  to  cOntifHie  OA  its  pre* 
jefit  fbotiijg,  and  to  be  carried  on  for  his  Majesty^s  interests  ilk 
tiie  same  manner  as  it  now  is  for  the  inierost  ii  the  King  of 
Spain,  excepting  that  you  will  ^ve  such  orders  for  iniptOring 
the  condition  of  the  Indians  and  NeeroeS  therein  talployed,  a* 
may  appear  to  you  expedient;  and  that  you  will  Strictly  pnAi^ 
liit  the-  importation  of  slaves,  for  that  or  toy  Otiher  purpose, 
conformably  to  his  Majesty's  proclamations  4or  regulating  thb 
trade  of  Buenos  Ayres,  to  whtcli  you  are  in  stt' respects  to  con<^ 
form,  so  far  as  tiiey  be  applicable  tot^any  places  Jbl  yottt 
passessioni 

.  The  sums  arising  fit)m  the  public  revenue  are  to  be  appUed, 
in  the  first  place,  under  your  direction  to  the  necessary  et<^ 
penses  of  the  civil  government,  and,  in  the'  next  place,  to  th^ 
expenseis  of  the  forces  under  your  command  (for  which  pur* 
pose  the  necessary  sums  will  be  regularly  issued  by  you  to  thi 
I)cpiity-Paymaster-General) ;  and  to  the  subsistence  and  sup^ 
plies  necessary  for  his  Majesty's  ships  under  the  command  Of 
Admiral  Murray,  and  any  suq^lus  rertiainin^  after  discharging 
such  expenses,  is  to  be  reserved  for  his  Majesty's  disposition; 
and  tlie  accounts  of  these  dtft'erent  applications  thereof  are  to 
be  regularly  transmitted  home,  as  well  by  TOurself  as  by  the 
suborainate  officers  employed  therein,  for  the  examination  and 
final  audit  of  the  Commissioners  for  auditing  the  public  accounts 
in  the  manner  above  directed. 

Yon  will,  in  concert  with  Admiral  Murray,  give  such  directions 
respecting  the  Coasting  Trade  of  the  province,  and  its  inter- 
course with  Pern,  as  circumstances  may  appear  to  you  to  re- 
quire ;  and  on  this  subject  no  precise  directions  can  be  given  : 
hut  it  would  seem  most  likely  to  promote  the  objects  of  the 
British  Government,  that  this  trade  should  be  protected  and 
icpt  open  unices  interrupted  by  the  enemy,  first  in  order  to 
-«  aftonl  thv  means  of  disposnm  of  tho  productioiw  of  the  province 
of  Chili,  tho  agriculture  ot  which  will  othenvise  be  checked, 
and  of  receiving  those  returns,  which  are  necessary  to  support 
its  circulation*  and  trade.  ScconcUy^  in  order  to  encoun^  the 
introduction  of  British  goods  into  rern,  from  the  ports  otChili, 
which  may  he  expected  to  become  depots  of  trade  to  a  consi- 
derable exteut ;  and^  thirdly,  because  such  an  intercourse  may 
ftirnish  many  opportunities  of  impressing  the  advantages  of  Bri- 
tish eoiuiexioi\s  ou  lUe  nmd:^  ot  the  Peruvians,  ana  disposing 
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them  to  concur  in  any  measures  which  may  be  taken  for^ab-c 
verting  the  Spanish  ffoverument 

I  am  further  to  add,  that  you  are  on  no  account  to  make,  or 
authorize  to  be  made,  any  grants  of  land,  or  licences  for  tho 
occupation  thereof^   without  special  directions  from  his  Ma- 

I  hare,  &c, 
(Signed)  W.  WINDHAM. 

To  Brigadier-General  Cr&ufurd, 

&c.  &.C.  &C-.  . 

( A  true  Copy )     E.  Cooke, 


No.  9. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  William  WiTn>^ 
HAM  to  Brigadier-General  Craufurd,  dated  October  3(\ 
1806. — Most  Secret. 

Downing-street,  Oftober  30,  1906, 
SIR, 

From  the  success  which  has  attended  his  Ma- 
jesty's arms  on  the  east  coast  of  South  America,  and  the  expe- 
rience which  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  have  had  of  the 
difference  between  tlie  oppressive  dominion  of  Spain,  and  the 
benign  and  protecting  government  of  his  Majesty,  a  know- 
ledge of  which  must,  ere  this,  have  extended  across  the  con- 
tinent of  South  America,  it  is  hoped  that  an  attempt  to  gain  a 
footing  on  the  west  coast  of  that  continent  may  prove  suc- 
cessful. . 

With  a  view, to  this  object,  and  to  opening  and  facilitating 
a  commercial  intercourse  with  the  interior  of  the  country,  his 
Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  direct  that  a  force  should  be  ei^- 
barked,  consisting  of  the  numbers  stated  in  the  margin*;  au<i 
I  have  the  satisfaction  to  add,  that  his  Majesty  has  been  gra«- 
ciously  pleased  to  select  you  for  the  command  of  this  force. 

A  competent  naval  force  has  also  be*en  ordered  to  proceed 
with  this  armament,  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Murray, 
\vith  whom  you  are  to  co-operate ;  and  I  am  persuaded  it  is 

•    5th  foot,  1  battalion-  -  -  -  C78 

tif>th  ditto  -         -  -  .  .  900 

4oth  ditto  -         .  -  .  .  661 

BSth  ditto  .        .  -  .  ,  *46'2 

f.'Jth  ditto  -         -  •  -  .  -  iOO 

Deserters  -         ...  -  S.SO 
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•uperfluons  to  point  oat,  hovr  much  the  ra^cess'of  the  enteric 
prmemaj  depend  on  your  preserving  the  most  perfect  har* 
moDV  aud  good  understanding  with  t&tofEcer,  and  on  alike 
conduct  being  enforced  on  ail  branches  of  both  tervices. 

Tbe  choice  of  the  course,  to  steer,  whether  to  the  eastward, 
by  4he  way  of  New  South  Wales,  or  to  the  westward,  round 
Cfape  Horn,  is  left  to  Admiral  Murray  to  determine ;  and  on 

Jour  arrivid  at  the  west  coast  of  South  America,  much  must 
e  left  to  your  joint  discretion  in  respect  to  the  precise  plan  of 
operations  which  you  are  to  pursue. 

The  object  of  your  expedition  is  the  c^tureof  the  sea-ports 
an<jl  fortresses,  and  the  reduction  of  the  province  of  Chih ;  to 
which  it  is  conceived,  both  from  positive  information  received, 
and  also  from  a  ju$t  inference  drawn  from  the  success  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  that  your  force  is  probably  adequate. 

It  is,  however,  necessary  to  apprise  you,  that  it  is  not  intended 
that  your  operations  should  pass  beyond  the  limits  of  Chili,  as, 
by  extending  them  to  Peru,*  and  attempting  the  capture  of 
Lima,  even  under  circumstances  apparently  favourable,  you 
mi^bt  cn^^  in  an  enterprise  disproportionate  to  your  means, 
and,  by  taifure,  might  even  risk  the  loss  of  what  may  previ* 
ously  have  been  obtained  in  Chili ;  an  event  which  would  ma- 
terially counteract  the  further  views  of  government  as  to  future 
operations  on  a  more  extended  scale,  in  which  the  force  under 
yeur  command  may  be  destined  to  co-operate. 

If  the  expedition  should  go  round  C*ape  Horn,  it  has  been 
reprrseiited  here,  that  the  best  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  fleet, 
in  case  of  dispersion,  would  be  the  island  of  Mocha  ;  on  this 
point,  however,  Admiral  Murray-  must  exercise  his  judgement, 
with  reference  to  the  season  of  the  year  in  which  you  may  ar- 
rive in  that  quarter.  Valparaiu  being  the  sea-port  of  St.  Jago, 
as  well  as  the  port  from  which  Lima  is  cbieny  supplied  with 
grain,  and  being  represented,  by  the  most  recent  accounts,  as 
by  no  means  forniiuable  in  point  of  defence,  seems  to  afford 
the  most  favourable  object  for  your  first  attack ;  but  your  de* 
termination  upon  this  point  must  be  taken  in  fuH  concert  with 
Admiral  Murray,  as  tlie  question  involves  so  many  points  of 
imWk\  science,  with  respect  to  the  means  of  approaching  the 
land  and  disembarking  the  troops  with  the  least  possible  loss. 

You  will  bc^ar  in  mind,  that  establishing  and  retaining  a 
strong  military  position  on  the  west  coast  of  South  America, 
from  wliich  future  operations  may  be  carried  on,  is  the  main 
object  of  your  enterprise. 

If  you  should  succeed  in  rednring  the  province  of  Chili,  or 
any  portion  thereof,  your  condnrt  towards  the  inhabitants  is 
to  be  guided  by  the  following  instructions : 

The  ruling  consideration  which  long  r<*^'traiiK»d  his  Majof^ty 
from  invading  auy  puitoC  thti  ttiicmy's  territory  iu  South  Amc- 


rica,  was  the  danger  of  erecting  in  that  country,  from  the  well- 
known  impatience  of  that  government,  felt  by  the  inhabitants^ 
a  spirit  of  insurrection,  leading  to  the  most  sanguinary  excesses, 
and  which,  except  by  the  presence  of  a  very  superior  force, 
might  have  been  found  impossible  to  control. 

To  prevent  this  danger,  it  is  his  Majesty's  will  that  all  mean% 
either  of  authority  or  conciliation,  within  your  power,  should 
be  employed  ;  and  that  your  principal  efforts  should  always  be 
directed  to  the  maintenance  of  hitcrnal  order  and  tranquillity, 
in  the  territories  occupied  by  his  Majesty's  arms,  and  even  la 
the  countries  adjacent  thereto,  where  you  are  by  no  means  to 
encourage  any  acts  of  insurrection  or  revolt,  or  any  measures 
likely  to  any  other  change  than  that  of  placing  the  country 
under  his  Majesty's  protection  and  government. 

It  is  also  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  that  the  same  rights  and 
functions  should  be  continued,  as  much  as  possible,  to  each 
class  of  inhabitants,  which  they  have  hitherto  enjoyed  and  ex- 
ercised ;  preserving  to  then}  the  form  of  their  former  govern- 
ment, subject  only  to  the  changes  which  the  substitution  of  his 
Majesty's  authority  for  that  of  the  King  of  Spain  may  render 
inevital>le,  with  respect  either  to  the  individuals  employed  in 
administering  the  aitairs  of  the  province,  or  to  the  laws  and  re- 
gulations by  which  it  is  now  governed. 

You  will,  however,  adopt  all  such  measures  as  shall  appear 
to  you  to  be  best  calculated  for  improving  the  condition  and 
conciliating  the  good-will  of  the  inhabitants:  amongst  these 
changes,  the  abolition  of  the  capitation  tax,  at  present  imposed 
upon  the  Indians,  and  of  the  different  commercial  restrictions 
and  monopolies  imposed  by  the  Spanish  government,  are  of 
course  to  be  included.  It  is  his  Majesty's  will  that,  in  select- 
ing men  for  employments  under  his  government,  particularly 
in  instances  of  judicial  or  financial  offices,  natives  of  Soutn 
America  should  in  all  cases  be  preferred  to  Spaniards ;  and 
that  in  all  instances  where  the  former  can  with  any  propriety 
be  substituted  for  the  latter,  the  change  should  be  mttde. 

It  is  also  his  Majesty's  will,  that  aU  the  commercial  regula- 
tions established  by  his  Majesty's  Privy  Council  for  the  trade 
of  Buenos  Ayres,  according  to  the  enclosed  copies  .of  two  Or- 
ders in  Council,  should,  as  nearly  as  circumstances  will  admit, 
be  extended  to  all  the  other  possessions  which  his  Majesty 
may  acquire  in  South  America. 

But  the  part  of  your  conduct  in  the  event  to  which  I  allude, 
requiring  most  caution  will  be,  that  which  relates  to  the  as- 
surances to  be  given  to  the  inhabitants,  in  proclamations  or 
other^vise,  as  to  the  support  which  they  may  expect  on  the 
conclusion  of  a  peace. 

On  this  head  you  cannot  follow  a  better  rule  than  that  pur- 
sued by  Brigadier-General  Bieresford,  of  abstaining  from,  all 
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declaration,  by  wliicli  1)U  Maiesty  would  stancl  pledged  to  My 
^ndition  which  it  might  eventually  be  inconvenient  or  diffi-* 
«ult  to  fulfil. 

The  inhabitants  will  witness  tlie  extent  to  which  fai$  Migesty^^ 
authority  will  have  been  established  amongst  them,  and* will 
judge  of  the  reluctance  mth  which  he  will  reunquish  posgeisions 
likely  to  prove  so  highly  oeneficial  to  the  interests  of  his  king<i 
dom ;  and  u]K)n  this  judgement  they  must  be  leifi  to  regulate 
their  conduct :  but  no  assurance  can  with  propriety  be  given  ta 
them,  but  that  of  protection,  so  long  as  his  Majesty*s  troopi 
shall  remain  in  force  in  the  country,  and  an  anxious  wish  chi 
the  part  of  his  Majesty  so  to  regulate  the  conditions  pf  any 
future  peace  as  to  leave  them  no  cause  for  appreheosion* 

If  you  should  succeed  in  obtaining  possession  of  Valparain 
Und  Saint  Jago,  or  establishing  any  other  sufficient  foqtmg  in 
Chili;  you  are  to  take  the  earliest  possible  means  of  apprising 
Brigadier-General  Beresford  thereof,  and  of  concerting  witE 
him  the  means  of  securing,  by  a  chain  of  posts,  or  in  any  other 
laideqaate  manner,  an  uninterrupted  communication,  both  mi- 
litary and  commercial,  between  the  provinces  bf  ChiU  and 
Buenos  Ayres. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 

W.  WINDHAM. 
(A  true  copy)     E.  Cooke. 


No.   10. 

ORDERS  IN  COUNCIL. 

At  the  Court  at  the  Queen's  Palace,  the  1st  of  October,  1^06. 

Present, 
The  King's  most  excellent  Majesty  in  Council, 

Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  his  Majesty,-  that  over 
end  above  the  royal  duties,  and  the  consulate  or  municipal  du- 
ties,  payable  upon  divers  articles  exported  from  the  city,  town, 
and  fortress  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  its  dependencies,  including 
therein  all  and  every  the  territories  belonging  to,  or  forming  a 
part  of,  the  government  of  the  same,  a  duty  of  two  reals  upoo^ 
each  ox  hide,  and  of  one  real  upon  each  horse  hide  exported,,. 
was  levied  and  paid,  during  the  time  the  said  city,  town,  and 
fortress  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  its  dependencies  were  under  th« 
£)panish  Government:  And,  whereas  the  Commander  of  his 
Majesty's  forces  to  whom  the  said  city,  town,  and  fortre^  have 
BUiTendered,  has  thought  fit,  until  his  Majesty's  pleasure  should 
be  known,  to  reduce  tlie  said  additional  duty  to  one  real  up(» 
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each  ox  hide^  and  to  make  a  proportional  reduetiQi)  of  the  <luty 
payable  upon  each  horse  hide  exported,  bis  Majesty  is  there^ 
upon  pleased  to  order  and  declare,  ihat  the  said  reduced  du<^ 
ties,  and  no  other,  shall,  until  the  further  signification  of  hif 
Majesty's  pleasure,  continjue  to  be  paid  upon  each  ox  hide  and 
horse  hide  exported  as  aforesaid  in  British  ships,  ownQd  by  bif 
Majesty's  subjects,  and  navigated  according  to  law,  or  in  shipt 
bona  fide  belonging  to  any  of  the  subjects  or  native  inhabitants 
of  the  said  city,  toH'n,  and  territories,  such  native  inhabitant^ 
being  peaceably  resident  within  the  same,  and  under  the  obe«> 
dience  of  his  Majesty's  government  there.  And  the  right  bo* 
nourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treaauryt 
and  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  are  to  give  th^ 
fiecessary  directions  herein,  as  to  them  may  respectively  ap* 
pertain. 

W.FAWKENER, 
(A  true  copy)      E.  Cooxe. 


No.   11. 

At  Uie  Court  at  the  Queen's  Palace,   17th  of  September,  180e. 

Present, 
The  Kings  most  excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 

Whereas  the  capital,  city,  town,  and  fortress  pf  Buenoy 
Ayres  and  its  dependencies,  have  been  conquered  by  bis  M^-» 
jesty's  forces,  and  the  territory  and  forts  of  the  same  were  deli-v 
vered  up. to  his  Majesty,  and  tlie  same  are  now  in  his  Maj^sty*^ 
possession,  his  Majesty  is,  thereupon  pleased  to  order  and  ^e^ 
clare,  and  it  is  hereoy « ordered  ana  declared,  that  all  h)^ 
loving  subjects  may  lawfully  trade  to  and  from  the  said  capi^* 
tal,  city,  town,  and  fortress  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  its  depen-* 
dencios,  including  therein  all  and  every  the  territories  belongs 
ing  to,  or  forming  a  part  of,  the  government  of  the  same,  }Jt 
British  ships,  owned  by  his  Majesty's  subjects,  and  navigated 
according  to  law,  or  in  ships  bona  fide  belonging  to  any  of  th^ 
subjects  or  native  inhabitants  of  the  said  city,  town,  or  territo** 
ries,  such  native  inhabitants  being  peaceably  resident  within 
the  same,  and  under  the  obedience  of  his  Majesty's  Govern^ 
ment  there,  and  that  such  trade  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  du-v 
ties,  rules,  regulations,  restrictions,  conditions,  penalties,  and  for^ 
feitures,  to  which  the  trade  to  and  from  his  Majesty's  qolonied, 

Elantatiops,  and  islands  in  the  West  Indies  and  South  America 
1  or  shall  be  subject  bv  law,  except  as  is  hereinafter  specifieiL 
And  his  Majesty  is  further  pleased  to  order  and. declare,  and 
it  js  berel^y  ordered  and  declared^  tbat  all  commodilies,  being 
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of  the  greiwfity  pitidnce,  or  maniifiu^tare  of  the^Mud  otpital  ckf^ 
town,  and  fortress  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  its  dependenGies^  in* 
eluding  therein  dl  and  every  the  territories  belongiDj^  to^  or 
.fpnnmgapartof,  the  goTernment  of  the  same,  or  which  shall 
have  been  usually  exp<Mrted  therefrom,  shall  be  permitted  to  be 
Imported  into  any  of  the  poru  of  the  United  Kingdom,  in  Bri- 
tisn  ships,  owned  Jl>y  his  Majesty^s  sulgects,  arid  navigated  ac- 
cording to  lawy  or  in  ships  bona  fide  belonging  to  any  of  the 
aubjects  or  native  inhabitants  of  the  said  city,  town,  or  territo- 
lies,  such  native  inhabitants  being  peaceably  resident  within 
the  same,  and  under  the  obedience  of  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment  there ;  and  that  such  commodities  ^hall  be  suoject  to  the 
same  duties,  rules,  regulations,  restrictions,  conditions^  penal- 
ties, and  forfeitures,  as  articles  of  the  like  sort  are  subject  to 
coming  from  his  Majesty's  colonies,  plantations^  or  isluids.  in 
the  W^t-Indies  or  Soutlfi  America. 

And  whereas  information  has  been  received,  that  the  Com« 
manderof  his  Majesty's  forces,  to  whom  the  said  city,  town, 
and  fortress  have  surrendered,  has  reduced  the  duties  on  im- 
portation into  the  same,  from  about  34|  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
to  10  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  2|  percent,  for  the  consulate 
or  municipal  duties,  making,  in  the  whole,  12i  percent,  on 
all  articles  imported  into  the  said  place  and  its  dependencies^ 
in  British  ships,  owned  by  his  Majesty's  subjects,  and  navi- 

S ted  according  to  law,  in, ships  bona  fide  belonging  to  any  of 
s  subjects,  or  native  inhabitants  of  the  said  city,  town,  or  ter- 
fitories,  such  male  inhabitants  being  peaceably  resident  within 
the  same,  and  under  the  obedience  of  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment there ;  his  Majesty  is  therefore  pleased  to  onder  and  de- 
clare, that  the  said  reduced  duties  shall  continue  to  be  levied, 
and  no  other,  on  all  articles  so  imported,  witli  the  exception 
of  German  linens,  which  are  to  continue  to  be  subject  to  the 
same  duties  as  were  paid  thereon  before  the  conquest  of  the 
said  place  by  his  Majesty's  arms,  until  his  Majesty's  pleasure 
shall  be  signified.  And  it  is  hereby  further  ordered,  'that  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  slave  or  slaves  to  be  landed  or  am- 

Ejrted,  or  brought  into  the  said  city,  town,  or  fortress  of 
uenos  Ayres  and  its  dependencies,  including  therein  all  and 
every  the  territories  belonging  to,  or  forming  a  part  of  the  go* 
Temment  of  the  same  as  aforesaid,  upon  pain  that  all  slaves  so 
landed,  imported,  or  brought  tocrether,  with  the  vessels  bring- 
ing in  the  same,  or  from  which  the  same  shall  be  landed,  and 
their  caries  shall  become  forfeited  to  his  Majesty,  his  heirs, 
and  successors  ;  provided  always,  that  this  prohibition  shall  not 
extend  to  the  several  cases  of  slaves  bona  fide  employed  in 
navigating  any  ships  trading  to  or  from  the  said  place,  or  of 
,  slaves  bona  fide  employed  as  domestic  slaves,  and  coming  into 
the  said  place  with  their  masters,  or  of  slaves  in  any  manner 
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employed  hi' his  Majesty's  imval  of  military  sefvice.  And  the 
llight  Honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty *s 
Treasury,  and  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  are 
to  ffive  tne  necessary  directions  herein,  as  to  them  may  respect- 
ively appertain. 

W.FAWKENER,' 
Endorsed  17th  Sept  1806. 

(A  true  copy)     E.  Cookk 


No.  V2. 

Major-General  Cower  to  General  Linier:»,  July  3-. 

Coral  de  Magiarala,  before  Buenos  Ayres, 

July  3,  ISO?. 
SIR, 

Captain  Roache,  of  the  17th  dragoons,  whom 
I  had  the  honour  of  sending  into  you  this  morning,  Iiaving  in- 
formed me  that  vou  wished  to  commurticate  with  me  on  the  sub- 
ject  of  terms,  I  betj  to  acquaint  you,  that  his  Excellency  Lieutd- 
nant-General  Whitclocke  has  ordered  me  (from  his  sincere  wish 
to  spare  an  mmecessary  effusion  of  human  blood)  to  intimate  to 
you,  that  in  die  present  situation  of  affairs,  if  they  do  not  proceed 
to  further  hostilities,  he  will  grant  terms  to  the  town  of  Buenos 
Ayres :  that  the  following  must  be  the  basis  on  which  they  are 
to  be  granted;  but  that  any  trifling  alteration  which  may  make 
them  more  favourable,  without  altering  their  original  funda* 
mental  stipulations,  may  possibly  be  agreed  to: 

1st.  All  British  subjects  detained  in  South  America  must  be 
delivered  up,  and  sufficient  hostages  placed  in  the  power  of  the 
British  Commander  till  their  arrival  at  Buenos  Ayres. 

2d.  That  all  persons  holding  civil  offices  dependent  on  the 
government  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  all  military  officers  and 
soldiers,  become  prisoners  of  war. 

2id.  That  all  cannon,  stores,  arms,  and  ammunition,  be  deli« 
vered  up  uninjured.  • 

4th.  'rhat  all  public  property,  of  every  description,  be  deli* 
Yered  up  to  the  British  Commanders. 

5th.  That  the  free  and  luirestrained  exercise  of  the  Homatk 
Catholic  religion  be  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  Buenos  Aytes. 

6th.  That  all  private  property  on  shore  shall  be  respected^ 
and  secured  to  its  owners. 

Our  force  is  so  considerable  that,  I  believe,  in  candour,  yi3i% 
cannot  doubt  of  the  ultimate  result.  I  trust  you  will  believe 
me,  wfien  I  assure  you,  that  a  wish  to  avoid  so  dreadful  a  scene 
as  that  wluch  a  town  taken  by  assault  always  presents  ia  thtf 
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4i^ly  thin^  which  has  induced  hi^  Excellency  Lient6nant-Ge« 
'^emi  Whitelocke  to  permit  me  to  address  you. 

i  (Signed)  J.  L.  GOWER, 

Miyor-General. 
His  Excellency  Gen.  Liniers, 

Lc.  &c.  &c.  (A  true  Copy)     E.  Cooke. 

No.  13. 

Major-General  Ellio's  Answer  to  Major-General  Gower. 

gjj^  July  3,  1807. 

By  orders  of  the  Spanish  General,  Don  San- 
tiago Linicrs,  I  answer  to  the  letter  brought  by  your  flag  of 
truce  respecting  the  surrender  of  this  capital,  by  saying,  that 
nothing  relative  to  laying  down  our  arms  will  be  attended  to — 
That  ttie  Spanish  General  has  a  suiKcient  number  of  brave 
troops,  commanded  by  brave  chiefs,  full  of  desire  to  die  in 
defence  of  their  .country,  and  that  this  is  the  moment  to  show 
their  patriotism. 

I  remain,  &c. 

(Signed)  Major-General  CALL.  ELLIO. 

Major-Gen.  Levison  Gower. 

No.  14. 

Plan  of  Attack. — Circular. 

IJead-Ciuartcrs,Campl)cforeBucnos 
mj.  Ayrcs,  July  4,  1807. 

Herewith  I  li«ivc  the  honour  to  en(*lose  in- 
structions for  the  attack  of  Buenos  Ayros.  J 'lie  refusal  of  the 
Spanish  (General  to  listen  to  terms,  and  tlie  slate  of  tlie  army 
from  fatigue  and  bad  weather,  leaves  but  little  choice  as  to  t\w 
mode  of  aecomplishirlpr  our  purpose;  olherwi^t:  1  should  assur- 
edly be  disposed  to  adopt  one  equally  calculated  to  secure  to  n> 
possession  of  the  place  without  the  probable  chance  of  so  mucli 
blood  beinir  s[)ilt. 

1  therefore  have  to  desirt*  that  you  will  impress  ujion  the 
minds  of  all  oilieers  aetlnu-  under  your  inunciliaie  orders,  iln! 
necessity  of  prif venting,  in  as  litvat  a  decree  as  possible  uudir 
such  eireumstauci's,  acts  oi  vioieiioe  on  tlie  j)ersous  of  iliit^c 
who  do  not  carr\  arixn,  as  well  .--«  women  and  ehildren. 

■  I  J'live  the  honour  to  be,  ^c. 

To  Bri.radievs.  .^iiruea^ .       JOHN   WHITHI.OCKE 
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COPY  OF  GENERAL  ORDERS, 

4th  July,  1807/ 

Sir  Samuel  Achinuty  to  detach  the  38th  regiment,  to  possessi 
itself  of  the  Plaza  de  Tauros,  and  tlic  adjacent  strong  grounds, 
ajid  there  post  itself.  ' 

The87tn,5th,36th,and  88th  regiments  to  be  divided  into  wings, 
and  each  wing  is  to  penetrate  into  the  street  directly  in  its  front, 
in  a  column  of  sections  right  in  front.  ^ 

The  light  battalion  to  penetrate  by  wings  into  the  second, 
street,  on  the  right  of  that  leading  up  from  Mr.  White's  house, 
and  the  next  to  it,  followed  by  the  95th  regiment. 

.The  left  division  of  the  95tn  is  to  receive  its  orders  from 
Colonel  Pack,  the  right  division  from  General  Craufurd ;  two 
3-pounders  to  follow  these  columns,  one  each.  The  45th  to 
advance  by  wings,  left  in  front,  up  to  the  two  next  streets  be- 
yond the  light  l>attalion.  The  carabineers  to  move  up  with 
and  cover  two  6-pounders,  which  will  be  advanced  up  the  street 
from  Mr.  White's,  and  remain  with  them. 

The  Jnh  light  dragoons  to  move  to  the  left,  and  take  the 
ground  of  the  light  battalion,  at  five  o'clock,  where  they  will  re- 
ceive further  orders. 

Each  officer  commanding  a  division  of  the  left  wing,  which  is 
from  the  88th  to  87th  inclusively,  to  take  care  that  he  does 
not  incline  to  his  right  of  the  right  wing,  tliat  is,  light  brigade 
and  45th  regiment  to  the  left. 

The  cannonade  in  the  centre  to  be  the  signal  for  the  whole  to 
rush  forward  ;  and  each  division  to  go,  if  possible,  straight 
down  the  street  before  it,  till  it  arrives  at  tne  last  sqliare  of 
houses  near  to  the  river  Plate,  of  which  they  are  to  possess 
themselves,  and  on  the  tops  of  which  they  are  to  form  :  if  they 
find  that  they  suffer  by  any  interior  defences,  to  lodge  them- 
selves as  far  in  advance  as  they  can.  Two  corporals,  with  tools, 
to  be  attached  to  the  head  of  each  column.  The  whole  to  be 
unloaded,  and  no  firing  to  be  allowed  on  any  account. 

When  tlie  business  is  over,  the  utmost  exertion  to  be  used  to 
keep  the  men  collected  and  formed. 

The  regiments  may  leave  their  packs  in  their  present  can- 
tonments, with  a  subaltern's  guard,  if  they  wish. 

The  cannonade  will  commence  at  30  minutes  past  six  o'clock 
precisely. 

• 
(A  trf e  copy)       E  Cooke. 
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.     No.  15. 

Major-General  Gower's  Orders. 

Major-General  Levison  Gowcr,  as  second  in  commanAy 
will  be  occupied  in  making  the  necessary  arrangements  relative 
to  the  executive  duties  and  localities  pf  the  situation,  aided  by 
Brigadier-General  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty ;  whose  able  assistance 
will  also  be  brought  in  aid  of  what  may  appertain  to  the  many 
other  pohits  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Commander  of  the 
forces  must  of  course  be  directed,  in  a  command  in  its  nature 
new  and  intricate. 

The  other  appointments  to  the  Staff  will  be  communicated 
to  the  army  on  tlie  arrival  of  the  additional  force. 

The  9th  light  dragoons  to  march  to  the  left,  and  take  the 
ground  of  the  light  battalion  at  five  o'clock,  where  they  will 
remain  till  further  orders. 
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No.  18. 

Abstract  of  Or<lns«Jce  and  Stores  captured  from  the  Enemy  in 
the  Suburbs  and  City  of  Buenos  Ayres,  on  the  2d  and  5th 
July,  1807. 

Garrison  and  field-pieces  of  different  calibres,  and  mounted 

on  travelling  carriages,  43. 
About  25,000  round-shot  for  field-pieces  of  various  calibres  ; 

and  about  1000  shells  for  mortars  of  various  natures. 
And  an  arsenal,  containing  every  description  of  ammunition 

and  military  stores ;  of  which  a  return  shall  be  given  as  soon 

as  possible. 

The  original  of  the  above  abstract  was,  with  other  papers 
and  documents,  thrown  over-board,  from  a  boat  which*  was 
nearly  overset  by  a  heavy  squall  on  the  evening  of  July  12, 
1807,  as  the  last  artillerymen  were  embarking  at  Buenos  Ayres ; 
which  circumstance  was  reported  at  the  time  to  the  Board  of 
Ordnance ;  to  whom,  as  well  as  to  the  Commander  of  the 
forces,  correct  returns  had  been  previously  transmitted  This 
copy  is  taken  from  a  rough  copy  in  the  pocket  of  Captain 
Eraser,  but  is  believed  to  be  perrectly  correct. 

AUG.  S.  FRASER, 

Captain  Horse  Artillery. 
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No.  19, 

Return  of  Brass  Ordnance,  &c.  captured  from  the  Enemy  » 
the  Suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres,  July  2,  1 807. 


1 1* 


Nature  of  Ordnance  and  Stores. 


1 


■r-*" 


If  "■ 


Brass  Ordnance  upon  tra-  /    oT,^        i 

„.       .,      .     »  ,.,1    8-rounderfij     - 

veiling  Carriaires    with  ^   4-Poundcrs     . 
Limbers,  pomplete         )  ^^^j^^^j^  Howitzer. 


Total    - 


Carriages  filled  with  AmrN  q^^^^^ 

Tnunition  for  Field^pxeccs 
Ditto   with    Musket-ball 

Cartridges 
Muskets        —    —*    .^ 
Bayonets        —    -r-    — 
Pouches         —     —     — 


!  Caisson  —  — 
Cart  ^  —  — 
Cart    —    —    — 


1 
1 
6 
1 


* 


1 


^"■••jr 


1 

6 
\ 


1 
1 

1 


10 

1 
1 
1 


The  original  of  the  above  return  was,  with  other  returns  and 
documents,  thrown  overboard,  from  a  boat  which  was  nearly 
overset  by  a  heavy  squall  on  the  evening  of  July  12,  1807,  as 
the  last  artillerymen  were  embarking  at  Buenos  Ayres;  which 
circumstance  was  reported  at  the  time  to  the  Board  of  Ord- 
nance ;  to  whom,  as  well  as  to  the  Commander  of  the  forces, 
correct  returns  had  previously  been  transmitted.  This  copy 
IS  taken  from  a  rough  copy  in  the  pocket  of  Captain  Fraser, 
but  is,  as  far  as  it  goes,  believed  to  be  perfectly  correct, 

AUG.  S.  FRASER, 

Capt.  Horse  Artillerj-. 


No.  20. 

Lleutenant-General  Whitelocke  to  General  Liniexs. 

Head-Quarters  before  Buenos  Ayres^ 
July  4,  1807. 

I  BEG  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  impute  to 
the  principles  of  humanity  only,,  the  information  I  give  you  of 
my  arrival^  having  joined  the  troops  under  the  command  of 
Mfajor-General  Levison  Gower  with  the  principal  column  of 
the  army.  I  dare  say  it  is  not  unknown  to  you  that  another 
column  awaits  my  orders  within  Ettle  more  tnan  a  ieague  fron^ 
your  capitid. 

I  beg,  therefore,  only  to  be  informed,  if,  after  this  faithful 
communication,  you  stul  adhere  to  the  answer  given  to  the 
Major-General  in  your  letter  of  yesterday,  who  was  authorised 
to  address  you  on  this  subject,  in  the  event  of  his  arrival  be* 
fore  me. 

The  bearer.  Captain  Whittingham,  has  my  ordci*s  to  deliver 
this,  and  to  wait  naif  an  hour  from  that  time  for  your  answer^ 
yes  or  no. 

J.  WHITELOCKE. 

To  General  Linicrs,  &c. 


No.  21. 

General  Liniers  to  Major-General  Whitelocke. 

SIR, 

I  HAVE  just  received  your  Excellency's  letter 
ef  this  date,  to  the  contents  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
reply,  that  whilst  I  have  ammunition,  and  whilst  the  same  spirit 
which  now  animates  this  garrison  and  people  shall  continue  to 
exist,  I  shall  never  think  of  delivering  up  the  post  which  has 
beett  confided  tome:  and  lam  perfectly  convinced,  that  I 
have  more  than  sufficient  means  to  resist  all  the  efforts  which 
5'our  Excellency  can  make  to  conquer  me. 

The  duties  of  humanity  of  which  your  Kxcellency  speaks, 
will,  I  conceive,  be  more  wounded  by  your  ExcelUfncy,  who 
is  the  aggressor,  than  by  me. — I  merely  do  that  duty  which  is 
prescribed  to  me  by  honour  and  the  just  right  of  retaliation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  SANTIAGO  LIXIERS. 

July  4,  1807.  (A  tru^  Copy)     E.  Cooke. 
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No.  22. 
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No.  23. 

Return  of  the  Number  of  Days^  Provisions  landed  at  the  Ense- 

nada,  and  how  disposed  oil 


Dates 


s. 


Bread, 
lbs. 


bpirits. 
Galls. 


June  IP  Three  Days' supplies,  about    -  -  -  - 
30  Issued    to    the   Troops^    g^^^    Spirit, 
going  on  with  the  Ar-  /     ibt.    •  galls, 
tillery  and  Bat.  Horses  >  1 500 
to  complete  3  Days' I 
supply,  about  —  -J 
Left  on  tlieGround,  aboutn,000     230 
Remainder  carried  on  Horses  over  the  1 
Swamp    -•-i----.     J 
Issued  over  the  Swamp,  about  ... 
Remainder 
July  2  Issued,  about 


21,000 


18,500 


2500 

500 
2000 
2000 


230 


230 


Return  of  Provisions  stated  to  have  been  landed  at  Reduction, 

and  how  disposed  of. 


• 

Dates. 

f 

1 

Bread, 
lbs. 

Spirits. 
Galli.' 

July  5 

rinded  from  the  2d  Insr.  to  this  Day 
Issued  to  the  Hon.  Col. )  Bread.    Spirici. 
ISlahon's  Brigade,  from  L    ^^•-       ^^^ 
the  2d  to  the  5th  Inst.  C  10,630  2<i3'\ 
inclusive     -     -     -     -  J                     /, 
Lost  in  the  Swamp  be- "J                     > 
tween  the  landing  place  f    2231    233  \ 
and  Ileduction,  or  left  (                     y 
on  the  ground  -     -  -  ) 

12,911 
12,911 

496 
496 
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Return  of  Iron  and  Brass  Orclnancc  captured  from  the  Enemy 

at  Buenos  Ayres,  July  5,  1807. 


Nature  of  Ordnance. 


Ord. 
nance 


'Upon  tra* 

);^"'!^g       ^  Cans. 
Carnages. 


Iron 


5  :i6.i 

1 12^1 


-Pds. 

Pds. 

36.Pds. 

16.Pds. 

1 2-Pd^. 


1 
en 


Brafis^    8-Pd8. 


I 


Upon 
Beds. 


6.PdB. 
^  ,  L  3'Pds. 

Howitzers,  Brass  61  loch 

Mortars,  Brass  {J^JU^J 


9 
1 


1 


Total       15 


I 

4 

I 
1 
1 

2 
I 


3 
i2 


3 
1 
4 

I  1  — 
I 


Memorandum. — Exclusive  of  the  above,  six 
Field-pieces,  the  calibres  of  which  were  not 
ascertained,  were  taken  firon^  the  enemy  in  the 
hcrat  of  tlic  city,  but  were  not  brono^lit  away. 


1 
6 
1 
1 

2 
1 

5 
2 
4 
1 
3 


l« 


%1 


The  original  of  the  above  return  was,  w  ilh  other  papers  and 
documents,  thrown  overboard,  from  a  boat  which  was  nearly 
overset  by  a  heavy  squall,  on  the  evening  of  July  12,  1S07, 
as  the  last  artillerj'men  were  embarking  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
which  circumstance  was  re^')orted  at  the  time  to  the  Board  ©f 
f)rdiia!ice ;  to  which,  as  well  as  to  the  Commander  of  the 
forces,  correct  returns  had  been  previously  transmitted.  This 
copy  is  taken  from  a  rough  copy  in  the  pocket  of  Captain 
Frazer,  but  is  believed  to  be  perfectly  correct. 

AUG.  S.  FRASFR, 

Captain  Horse  Artillery-. 


No.  25. 

Return  of  Frisonen  takea  by  tbe  Enemy  on  the  5th  of 
July,  1807. 


Regiments. 

1 
2 

1 

i 
i 

3  _g 

1 

1 

3 

i 

'S 

1 

1 

Remarks. 

Royal  Artillery  -     - 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

18 

Inducling  the 
wounded. 

6th  Dragoon  Guards 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Ditto 

Rifle  Corps  -    -    - 

- 

2 

5 

IS 

3 

- 

2i 

12 

493 

Ditto 

Light  Battalion  -     - 

2 

- 

8 

ts 

3 

- 

37 

12 

729 

Ditto 

«Sth  Regiment  -    - 

1 

2 

8 

,'3 

4 

- 

■U 

l!i 

3G0 

Ditto 

45th  Grenadiers-    - 

L 

- 

1 

2 

^ 

- 

5 

T 

73 

Ditto 

Total    -     -    - 

4 

5 

23 

«. 

12 

- 

99 

ii 

1676 

1 

Brigadier-Geneml  CRAUFUHD. 


Prisoners  taken  from  fhe  En^ny. 

At  the  Flaza  de  Tauros     —  —  —    70O 

At  Miserere  —    —    —    —  —  —    aoo 

At  Hesidenti^  aUout  —    — .  _  —    loo 

>  1000 


No.  26. 

Return  of  the  EffectiTe  Force  after  the  Attack  of  the  City  of 
Buenos  Ayres  on  Uie  5th  of  July,  1807. 


■Regiments. 

4 
6 

3 

-J 

S 

3 

1 
M 

1 

1 

1 
1 

s 

t 

£ 

3 
C 

1 

a: 

Remarlis. 

Hoyal  Navy     -     - 

- 

- 

2 

u 

1 

- 

- 

■JOO 

lioyal  Artillery  -     - 

- 

- 

i 

4 

1 

- 

6 

4 

292 

Gunner  Drivers     - 

— 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

iil; 

6th  Dragoon  Guards 

- 

- 

2 

8" 

I 

4 

15 

4 

24T 

9th  Light  Dragoons 

- 

2 

10 

3 

5 

■28 

.■i 

5^4 

17th  DiUo     -     -     - 

I 

I 

16 

i 

7 

34 

3 

.scs 

•  5th  Regiment     - 

I 

2 

22 

5 

— 

33 

12 

fiOl 

S6th  Ditto     -     -■     - 

1 

I 

19 

i 

— 

38 

12 

603 

3Sth  Ditto-     -     - 

1 

6 

i 

- 

iS 

1 

481 

40ih  Dilto     -     -     - 

1 

10 

3 

— 

44 

18 

740 

45lh  Ditto  -     -     - 

- 

2 

13 

li 

21 

15 

605 

47tli  Ditto     -     -     - 

- 

— 

1 

■2 

- 

i 

2 

50 

B7th  Dilto  -     -     - 

' 

- 

1 

3 

35 

13 

442 

Total     -     -     - 

4 

10 

47 

131 

» 

It 

277 

lOL' 

H4I 

One  Company  of  the  88th,  at  the  Hospital,  and  two  SiibiiUenii, 
three  Serjeants,  and  56  Rank  and  File  of  ditto,  with  CoIoiilI 


J.  BHADFORD, 
Late  Deputy-Adjuiant-Genorj] 
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Canal  of  Miserala,  July  3,  1807. 
SIR, 

I  HAVE  tlic  honour  to  report  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  Lieutenant-General  Wiiitelocke,  that  the  advanced  corps 
under  my  command,  consisting  of  three  companies  of  the  95th 
light  battahon,  36th  and  38th  regiments,  whh  two  3  and  two 
C-pounders,  advanced  from  the  position  I  had  taken  up  in  front 
of  the  village  of  Reduction ;  and,  after  making  a  considerable 
detour  from  the  badness  of  the  roacU,  I  crossed  the  Chuello  at 
the  ChicoPass;  from  thence  I  continued  my  route,  though  very 
strongly  enclosed,  and  difficult  ground,  till  the  head  of  the  co* 
lumn  aiTivcd  at  the  junction  of  two  roads,  about  60O  yards  from 
the  Canal  of  Miserala.  At  the  same  moment  that  we  discover- 
ed the  enemy,  they  commenced  a  heavy,  though,  after  the  first 
round,  not  well-directed  fire  of  shot  and  shells,  my  artillery 
baving  been  left  in  the  rear,  under  the  protection  of  three  com- 
panies of  Brigadiec-Oeneral  Lumley's  brigade,  owing  to  the 
.inability  of  the  horses  to  bring  it  up  at  the  same  rate  at  which 
|be  in&ntry  marched.  I  directed  an  immediate  attack  to  be 
made  on  their  left  flank  with  the  bayonet,  which  was  executed 
ly  Brrgadier-Gcneral  Craufiird  in  the  most  perfect  manner, 
with  his  brigade,  and  he  was  so  well  seconded  by  the  gallantry 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack  and  Major  Travcrs,  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  95th,  a«\d  li|Tht  battalion,  that  in  five  minutes 
the  enemy's  force,  though  strongly  posted  behind  hedges  and 
Embankments,  gave  way,  leaving  about  60  killed  and  70  pri- 
joncrs,  with  all  their  artillery,  consisting  of  nine  guns,  one 
howitzer,  three  tumbrels  with  limbers  complete. 

I  beg  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  every  officer  and  soldier 
engaged  was  admirable  ;  and  that  I  am  also  under  great  oblic;a- 
tions  to  Brigadier-General  Lumley,  for  his  exertions  to  take  a 
share  in  the  action,  but  which  alone  the  ver}*  exhausted  state  ot* 
his  repincnts,  from  the  severity  of  the  march,  presented. 
Immediately  after  I  formed,  I  found  that  he  had  taken  a  good 
position  on  the  right  of  tlie  light  brigade,  to  .support  it  in  case 
of  re-attack. 

I  am  liappy  to  add  our  loss  has  been  but  trifling,  not  exceed- 
ing 14  rank  and  file  killcd,5  officers,  and  25  rank  and  file  wounded. 
The  exact  returns  1  have  not  been  able  to  obtain. 

,o.        IX        I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
pignea;  j  LjryiSON  GOWER, 

Licut.-Coloncl  Torrcn.'?,  Major-Gcueral. 

Alilitary  Secretary. 
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APPENDIX  II. 

Letters^  S^c.  read  in  the  course  of  General  IVhitelocke^s 

DefenQe. 


Letter  from  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  to  the  Right  Honourable  William 

Windham.  . 

Sir,  Monte  Video,  Feb.  7,  1 807. 

I  have  detailed  the  circumstances  attending  the  capture  of  this  place, 
but  there  are  many  points  connected  with  it  that  require  to  be  more 
|)articularly  explained*  The  transports  that  brought  us  hither  were 
such  bad  sailers  that  we  were  obliged  to  go  into  Rio  Janeiro  for  water, 
I  there  learnt  of  the  recapture  of  Buenos  Ay  res,  and  of  our  having  pos- 
se^ssion  of  Maldonado.  What  force  occupied  it  1  could  not  learn  from 
any  good  authority. 

Under  these  circumstances,  uncertain  whether  any  impressions 
could  be  made  en  this  coast,-!  requested  Captain  Donnelly  of  the  Ar- 
dent, to  complete  the  transports  to  four  months'  provision  and  water,  if 
It  could  be  effected  at  that  place,  for  there  was  not  a  victualler  with 
us ;  and  1  directed  the  Commissary  to  draw  bills  for  a  sum  sufficient  to 
advance  part  of  the  pay  due  to  the  troops.  These  services  were  per- 
formed at  very  favourable  rates. 

On  my  arrival  at  Maldonado,  I  found  the  troops  there  without  artil- 
lery, without  stores  of  .any  kind,  with  only  a  few  days'  provision,  and 
without  any  prospect  of  procuring  more,  unless  I  detached  a  largo 
force  many  miles  in  the  country,  exposed  to  the  insults  of  a  corps  of 
400  horse,  that  hovered  round  us  to  intercept  supplies. 

Our  horse  (we  had  200  or  300  mounted)  were  unequal  to  pursue 
them,  for  the  horsc^s  are  not  sufficiently  strong  to  bear  the  weight  of 
our  equipments. 

The  enemy  are  armed  with  swords  and  muskets ;  they  ride  up,  dis- 
mount, fire  over  the  back  of  their  horses,  mount,  and  gallop  off.  All 
the  inhabitants  of  this  country  are  accustomed  to  this  mode  of  warfare, 
and  every  inhabitant  is  an  enemy. 

Maldonado  is  an  open  town,  and  so  situated  that  it  cannot  bo  made 
tenable  with  a  small  force.  As  it  was  of  no  consequence,  in  any  point 
of  view,  I  recommended  its  being  evacuated,  and  the  Admiral  assented 
to  the  measure.  Monte  Video  now  appeared  the  only  point  i  could 
with  ])ropriety  assail,  and  1  conceived  my  resources  equal  to  the  en- 
terprise, but  I  found  it  a  most  arduous  undertaking.  1  had  not  en- 
trenching tools  sufficient  to  make  approaches;  and,  after  •  few  days 
^riag,  the  powder  in  all  the  fieet  was  reduced  to  500  barrels,  about 
four  days'  consumption^  To  add  to  my  difficulties,  4000  picked  troopg, 
with  24  pieces  of  cannon,  were  rapidly  approachii\%  ol^.    i  4^\«LVQbaA^ 
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to  a'snult  the  phce  at  all  events,  and  happily  succeeded,  though  with  3 
heavy  loss. 

So  immediately  after  the  capture  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  justly 
the  value  of  the  conquest.  It  is  strong,  and  amply  supplied  with  ar- 
tillery, and  a  great  quantity  of  ammunition.  >Ve  should  want  powder 
if  the  siege  was  greatly  protracted.  We  also  want  artillerymen.  But 
how  to  provision  the  troops  requires  much  deliberation.  If  the  coun- 
try is  open,  meat  may  be  had  is  abundance,  and  cheap;  but  flour  il 
very  dear,  and  difficult  to  be  obtained.  Fuel  is  extremely  scarce.  Fo- 
rage there  is  none.  Should  the  country  be  shut  u|)  from  us,  we  must 
live  upon  salt  provision.  At  all  events,  if  it  is  determined  to  hold  this 
place  as  apost,  without  further  operations.  Large  supplies  of  powder, 
flour,  spirits,  and  salt  meat,  should  be  immediately  sent  out. 

The  capture  of  Buenos  Ayres  mi«iht  make  an  alteration  in  the  beha- 
viour of  the  natives;  but  at  present  they  are  inveterately  hostile.  My 
force,  after  leaving  a  garrison  in  this  place,  would  be  unequal  to  the 
attempt ;  for  though  I  should  not  fear  meeting  them  in  the  flcld,  they 
would  soon  harass  me  with  their  desultory  attacks;  nor  could  I  keep 
in  subjection  an  open  town  of  70,000  hostile  inhabitants.  In  my  opi- 
nion it  will  recjuire  a  force  of  15,000  men  to  conquer  and  keep  this 
country. 

1  have  but  little,  time  to  make  any  arrangements  within  the  town. 
The  heeds  of  ail  the  oflices  are  fled  with  their  books  and  papers.  The 
only  measure  I  have  yet  adopted  respecting  the  revenue  is,  to  app*oiiit'a 
collector  and  comptroller  of  the  customs,  and  a  captain  of  the  port. 
The  duties  directed  by  his  Majesty  will  be  punctually  attended  to;  bvl 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Admiral,  I  have  determined,  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case,  to  op(  n  the  port  for  eight  months,  to  neutrals  brinir- 
ing  any  article  of  fo(.(l  or  litjuor.  How  far  I  am  justified  in  taking  this 
measure  on  myself,  I  am  icnorant ;  but  I  am  convinced  it  is  a  necessary 
one;  and  his  Majesty's  ordiT  is  founded  on  the  supposition  that  the 
cjiy  aiifi  province  of  Huenc^s  Ayres  is  in  his  possession. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

S.  ACILMUTY. 

The  liight  lion.  William  Windiiam,  S^c,  &c. 


Letter  from  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty  to  the  Right  Honourable  William 

Windham. 
Sir,  iMonte  A'ideo,  ISIarch  6,  1808. 

When  I  hist  Iiail  the  honour  of  addre.vsinii  vou,  I  had  so  latelv  fiaincd 
po>se*j^i<ui  of  this  t<.:ire.^^,  and  was  so  lilileacquainted  with  the  counirv, 
ti.at  1  could  n.jt  pnsuiTK'  to  give  more  than  a  general  opinion  of  thcdis- 
p(>siti()n  of  iii(*  iiihahilants.  1  had  every  reasiui  to  believe  thi'y  were, 
v.iili(Mii  e.xcc  p'-inn,  inimical  to  us,  Prt'vious  to  the  surrender  of  Mcme 
Video,  1  couUl  j'hice  no  coi>tidence  on  any  information  I  received;  n©r 
dill  any  perj-on  s'.^  trior  to  the  lowest  class  com'e  over  to  me.  After  its 
capture,  a  sulUn  sileiice  pervaded  every  rank;  and  for  some  time  the 
best  inf^)rmed  ainoiii;  the  piincipal  citizens  appeari.'d  ignorant  of  th^inost 
trifling  occurrences. 

The  *:t:izurc  o\  iVvc  \\cwon  \i^  v\\'e.\viV'^\i\Vw\\.%  qC  Buenos  Ayres,  tn 
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etcnt  tcrtainly  very  infportanf  in  itself,  first  ga?e  me  an  insight  into  the 
iiews  of  many  of  the  leading  men,  and  convinced  me  that,  however 
inimical  they  were  to  us,  they  were  still  lAore  so  to  their  present  go- 
vernment. 

The  Marquis  Sobramonte,  viceroy  of  the  province,  had  fled  from 
Buenos  Ayrcs,  at  its  conquest  by  General  Beresford,  On  the  recap- 
ture, Signior  Liniers,  who  commanded  the  troops  on  that  occasion,  was 
appointed  governor  of  the  city,  and  admittance-  was  refused  the  Vice- 
roy, who  took  up  his  residence  at  Monte  Video*  Previous  to  our  in- 
vesting it  closely,  he  left  it  with  a  small  coqis,  and  a  number  of  guns, 
and  continued  in  its  vicinity  some  time  subbequent  to  the  capture. 

Immediately  after  the  Leda  was  dispatched,  I  wrote  to  the  Viceroy, 
demanding  that  our  prisoners,  taken  at  Buenos  Ayrcs,  should  be  de- 
livered up,  agreeably  to  the  capitulation ;  and  declaring  that  all  the  pri- 
soners we  had  taken  should,  without  exception,  be  sent  to  England,  if 
the  demand  was  not  complied  with.  In  reply,  he  acquainted  me  that  h« 
wailed  the  orders  of  his  sovereign  before  he  could  take  any  steps  re- 
specting his  prisoners.  This  answer  I  communicated  to  the  late  Gover- 
nor, and  to  the  Cabildo,  assuTing  them,  that  much  as  I  regretXed  the 
necessity  I  was  reduced  to,  I  should  certainly  send  away  the  prisoners. 

I  was  now  requested  to  write  to  the  Cabildo  at  Buenos  Ayres,  and 
was  informed  that  they  alone  could  comply  with  my  demand,  as  the 
Viceroy  had  no  authority  whatever,  and  the  province  was  under  their 
orders. 

I  now  determined  to  send  to  Buenos  Ayres,  to  demand  the  prisonefs, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  otfer  terms  to  the  inhabitants  if  they  would 
surrender;  but  I  wailed  until  a  force  I  had  directed  to  advance  into  the  * 
country  had  begun  its  march.  The  intention  of  this  corps  was  to 
oblige  the  Viceroy  to  fall  farther  back,  to'  open  the  country,  and  to  try 
how  far  it  would  be  convenient  to  advance  by  land  to  Colonia.  The 
Viceroy  retreated  (m  the  first  intimation  of  their  approach,  and  fell  in 
with  a  corps  sent  from  Buenos  Ayres  to  apprehend  his  person.  He  was 
conveyed  a  prisoner  to  that  city. 

To  the  reports  of  this  capture  were  added  others  still  more  import- 
ant; and  I  received  them  from  so  many  quarters,  that  I  could  not 
avoid  placing  full  reliance  on  them.  It  was  added,  that  the  Royal 
Court  of  Audienza  was  abolished,  the  king's  authority  set  aside,  and 
the  Spanish  colours  no  longer  hoisted. 

These  reports  were  circulated  with  avidity,  and  I  soon  found  that 
they  were  acceptable  to  the  principal  part  of  Uie  inhabitants. 

The  persons  who  before  appeared  hostile  and  inveterate,  now  pressed 
jne  to  advance  a  corps  to  Buenos  Ayres ;  and  assured  me,  if  I  would 
acknowledge  their  independence,  and  promise  them  the  protection  of 
the  English  Government,  the  place  would  submit  to  me. 

Being  fully  determined  to  give  no  assurances  whatever,  but  desirous 
to  gain  further,  and  more  positive  information,  I  resolved  to  send  an 
officer  to  Buenos  Ayres.  He  was  dispatched  with  a  letter  from  the 
Admiral  and  iuyself  to  the  Cabildo,  claiming  our  prisoners,  agreeably 
to  the  capitulation.  It  was  also  intimated,  that  we  had  heard  they  had 
refused  obedience  to  the  authority  of  the  King  of  Spain ;  and  as  it  was 
impossible  they  could  have  had  tipe  to  arran^<i^  ei  ioiTci  ol  ^c^n^rcixsi^ixx^ 
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and  consequently  must  b«  in  a  state  of  anarchy,  ^e  invited  them  to 
submit  to  his  Britannic  Majisty*s  authority,  assuring  them  of  the  full 
benefit  of  their  laws  and  religion,  and  security  to  their  property.  The 
vessel  conveying  these  dispatches  fell  in  with  a  boat,  with  GeniTstl 
Beresford  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pack  on  board,  and  returned- im- 
mediately to  Monte  Video  without  delivering  them. 

The  escape  of  General  Beresford,  an  event  as  pleasing  and  im- 
portant as  it  was  unexpected,  has  put  us  in  full  possession  of  the  views 
of  the  leading  men,  and  the  real  state  of  the  country.  He  had  b(*ea 
ordered,  immediately  after  the  fall  of  Mont%  Video,  to  a  town  300 
leagues  inland,  and  was  already  between  40  and  50  leagues  from  Buenos 
Ayres,  when  two  Spanish  officers,  in  the  family  of  the  Govempr,  ^ho 
had  been  endeavouring  to  enter  into  some  political  negociation  with 
him,  proposed  to  assist  and  accompany  him  in  making  his  escape, 
which,  with  great  difficulty,  was  effected  ;  and  the  General,  after  being 
thn*e  successive  days  secreted  in  Buenos  Ayres,  fortunately  reached 
the  ship  with  our  dispatches. 

From  the  General  I  was  made  acquainted,  that  the  rq>ort  of  the 
suppression  of  the  Court  of  Audienza,  and  the  revolt  from  the  Spanish 
authority,  was  unfounded.  The  forms  of  the  ancient  government  wert 
till  adhered  to,  and  the  Court  of  Audienza,  as  next  in  authority  to 
the  Viceroy,  assumed  his  power,  but  the  city  was  a  pivy  to  every 
disorder  and  tumult. 

The  letter  to  the  Cabildo  was  in  consequence  withdrawn,  and  one 
addressed  to  the  Viceroy,  or  officers  possessing  the  supreme  authority, 
was  substituted  in  its  place. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  it,  and  of  the  answers  rr- 
ceivcd  from  Buthos  Ayres.  ^ 

From  these  answers  it  may  be  suppost-d  that  the  1eadii>^  people  are 
tinnnimous  in  their  <leterinination  to  deti'iid  the  place  and  keep  tboir 
prisoners.     But  it  appears  that  there  arc  two  parlies  m  that  city. 

The  party  now  in  power  arc  mostly  natives  ol  Spain,  in  the  principal 
offices  of  church  and  state,  ajid  devoted  to  the  Spanish  Government. 
It  has  been  their  policy  to  intlamethe  minds  of  tho  lower  order  agair*.st 
the  P^nglish,  by  c\ery  species  of  exaggeration  and  falsehood,  and  lu 
load  them  to  such  acts  of  atrocity,  as  may  preclude  the  possibility  of 
any  communication  with  us. 

From  a  consciousness  that,  similarly  situated,  thry  would  breath* 
nothing  but  revenge,  they  expect  no  mercy,  and  are  become  desperate 
and  determined. 

The  second  party  consists  of  natives  of  the  country,  with  some  Spa- 
niards that  are  settled  in  it.  The  oppression  of  the  mother  country 
has  made  them  most  anxious  to  shake  ofr  the  Spanish  yoke ;  and  thoui,'*i. 
from  their  i;^norance,  their  want  of  morals,  and  the  barbarity  of  ihi'ir 
disposition,  they  arctorally  unfilled  to  govern  theniselvos  ;  ih^-v  aim  it 
following  the  steps  oi  the  North  Americans,  and  ereriins;  an  inde|K'ii<i  r: 
state.  If  we  would  piomi-^e  them  indepentience,  they  would  instanrly 
rev(»lt  a^jainst  the  C'lovernmeiit,  and  join  us  with  the  great  mass  ot  :f.* 
inhabitants.  But  thouLih  nothing  less  than  independence  will  perfiMly 
satisfy  them,  l\\^'\  \\o\\\v\ yn^'^ox  w\\  C'xvjveinment,  either  to  their  prr^Mi: 
anarchy,  or  to  xW  S\j'a\\\s\\  nuVv-,  y^^'^'^'^^^^  ^^ '*^^^^^  >^v^^sife^  noi  v 
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give  up  the  country  to  Spain  at  a  peace ;  but  until  such  a  promise  i# 
made,  we  must  expect  to  tind  them  open  or  secret  rncmies. 

I  have  thought  it  ray  duty  to  state,  thus  briefly,  my  sentiments  of  th^ 
views  of  the  people  of  this  country  in  their  present  state  of  mind.  I  do 
not  think  I  have  a  force  sufficient  to  attempt  the  reduction >)f  the  ca- 
pital. They  have  a  large  body  in  arms,  and  are  possessed  of  a  powerful 
artillery.  My  present  acquisition  is  too  importunt  to  be  left  slightly 
defended  ;  and  I  am  sensible  that  every  inhabitant  within  the  walls  is 
an  enemy,  and  ready  to  commit  any  desperate  act,  if  the  least  encou- 
ragement is  given.  Though  i  am  still  of  opinion  that  I  could  defeat 
them  in  the  field,  and  perhaps  take  the  place,  I  cannot  expect  it  with- 
out loss;  and  I  am  firmly  persuaded  1  could  not  keep  it  when  obtaineiiy 
and  that  by  grasping  at  too  much  I  endanger  the  whole.  If  the  force 
which  has  been  promised  me,  has  not  been  required  for  other  puq)oses, 
I  may  anticipate  a  successful  issue ;  but  otherwise  I  must  content  myself 
with  endeavouring  to  preserve  in  quiet  the  footing  we  have  obtained, 
until  I  receive  further  instrucfions  from  home. 

This  tetter  will  be  deliver^  to  you  by  General  Beresford,  who  ha^ 
declined  assuming  the  command,  and  has  determined  to  proceed  imme- 
diately to  England. 

Though  I  regret  extremely  that  an  officer  of  his  superior  military 
ability,  should  not  be  employed  in  a  country  where,  aided  by  his  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  seat  of  war,  and  the  language,  manners,  and  persons 
of  the  principal  inhabitants,  they  must  ensure  success;  yet  1  am  very 
sensible  that  they  will  be  essentially  useful  in  assisting  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  in  coming  to  a  determination  as  to  their  views  in  this  country. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

S.  ACHMUTY. 
The  Right  Hon.  William  Windham,  &c.  &c. 

Letter  enclosed  in  the  above,  from  Sir  Samuel  A chmuty,  to  the  High 

Court  of  Audienza. 
Gentlemen,  Monte  Video,  February  6,  1807. 

You  must  be  acquainted  with  the  capture  of  this  place  by  the  troops 
under  our  orders,  and  probably  have  been  informed  ot^tho  very  extraor- 
dinary lenity  shown  to  the  inhabitants,  even  at  the  moment  of  assault. 

Their  lives,  their  religion,  and  their  property,  have  been  held  sacred, 
and  they  are  now  blessing  the  hour  that  relieved  them  from  a  state  of 
anarchy,  and  placed  them  under  the  mild  government  of  our  august 
Sovereign. 

The  prisoners  taken  in  arms  are  kindly  treated — the  officers  are  ad- 
mitted to  their  liberty  on  parole — and  such  privates  as  are  inhabitants 
of  the  town,  are  allowed  to  return  to  their  families.  Acts  of  lenity  like 
these  sooth  the  horrors  of  war  among  civilized  nations;  and  we  had  ex- 
pected to  find  our  prisoners  equally  well  treated  by  a  nation  that  was 
remarkable  for  good  faith  and  high  honour.  We  have  U^en  greatly  de- 
ceived. From  the  best  authority  we  know  that  a  solemn  capitulation 
has  been  violated—that  our  prisoners  have  been  ill  treated — some  of 
them  assassinated— most,  if  not  all,  left  without  pay,  and  marched  far 
into  the  interior  of  the  country,  under  hardships  and  inconveniences  re- 
volting to  humaoity :  and  for  what  purpose  is  this  deviation  from  tlijC 
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lnws  of  nations?  The  nujnber  of  prisoners  in  your  possession  is  too  tri^ 
fling,  compared  with  our  force,  to  influence  our  movements.  You  have 
consequently  broken  a  cnpitulation  without  benefit  to  yourselves.  The 
treatment  of  them  mubt  be  retaliated.  You  consequently  expose  your 
own  relations  and  friends  to  unnecessary  hardships. 

Revolting  as  itis  to  our  feelings,  and  to. humanity,  we  have  a  duty  to 
perform,  and  we  must  perform  it.  After  this  solemn  appeal  to  your  ho- 
nour and  to  your  feelings,  we  assure  you  that  our  prisoners  will  be  sent 
to  England,  unless  the  capitulation  of  Buc  nos  Ayies  is  put  in  force,  and 
the  prisoners  in  your  possession  are  returned. 

We  have  just  cause  to  complain  of  the  inhabitants  of  Buenos  Ayres; 
lAt  when  we  reflect  on  what  that  city  has  already  suffered,  our  anger 
ceases,  and  we  earnestly  wish  to  relieve  it  from  further  sufiferings.  Save 
us  the  painful  necessity  of  marching  against  it,  bf  aiding  in,  and  witness- 
ing, its  riiin.  We  offer  you  your  laws,  your  religion,  and  property,  under 
the  prott  ction  of  the  British  Governmenj, 

An  officer  of  rank,  Major  Campbell,  is  sent  to  treat  with  you.  He  is 
acquainted  with  our  sentiments,  and  wei^efer  you  to  hijn  for  further 
particulars, 

(Signed)  S.  ACHMlTrY. 

Letter  from  the  Court  of  Audienza  to  Admiral  Stirling  and  Sir  Samuel 

Achmuty. 
Sirs,  Buenos  Ayres,  March  ^d,  1807. 

When  this  tribunal  considers  the  origin  and  motives  which  have  in- 
duced your  Excellencies  to  send  us  your  letter  of  the  6th  of  February 
last,  we  are  neither  surprised  at  your  requests,  nor  alarmed  at  your 
threats.  The  shameful  <lii;ht  of  Major-General  W.  C.  Beresford  and 
Colonel  Pack,*  our  prisoners,  who,  in  violation  of  their  honour,  have 
broken  their  word,  inclandeslinily  escaping  to  Moiite  Yideo,  has  been 
the  cause  of  your  Excellencies  lilliiig  3'our  letter  with  an  accumulation 
of  falsehood. 

Your  honour  requires  you  to  acknowledge  this;  for,  being  con\inced 
as  we  are  of  the  truth,  we  will  do  you  the  justice  to  believe' you  cannot 
deny  it. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  false  thnt  when  this  city  was  re-conquered,  ^ny 
legal  compact,  or  condition  which  ou<:;ht  to  bear  that  name,  was  entered 
into  betweeft^the  commander  of  our  army  and  Major-General  Beresford. 
Capitulations  are  always  entered  into  during  suspension  of  arms,  pri'vi- 
ous  to  a  surrender,  when  the  contracting  parties  regulate  the  conditions. 
I^othins;  of  this  occurred  in  the  present  case;  and  Major-General  Beres- 
ford cannot  deny  that  he  surrendered  at  discretion.  If  Major-Goneral 
Beresford  had  capitulated,  what  motive  could  have  induced  liim  to  have 
publicly  thrown  down  his  <word,  as  he  did,  after  seeing  the  inutility  of 
his  making  use  of  a  Hag  of  truce,  and  when  hoisting  our  flag  in  the  'for- 
tress where  he  was  shut  up,  and  the  walls  of  which  we  had  already  be- 
gan to  storm. 

If  there  was  any  capitulation,  it  was  only  a  private  agreement,  long 
aftc^r  the  surrender,  and  procured  by  the  act  of  the  Major-General,  who 
took  advantage  of  Dan  Santiago  Liniers,  making  him  believe,  some  da\s 
after  the  re-conquest,  that  the  only  wish  he  had  to  obtain  the  paper  ii 
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question  was,  to  liave  such  a  document  to  justify  his  conduct  to  his 
Court;  and,  in  short,  a«jlhis  point  has  bocnlaid  in  due  form  before  our 
respective  sovereigns,  we  shall  say  nothing  further  on  the  matter,  ex» 
cept  that  the  Englibh  prisoners  cannot  be  removed  from  whence  they 
are  now. 

The  bad  treatment  of  the  officers  and  troops  is  another  falsehood  with 
which  your  Excellencies  have  been  deceived.  With  respect  to  the  pri- 
soners, and  particularly  with  respect  to  the  Major-General  himself, 
every  attention  has  been  paid,  and  which  most  certainly  they  would  not 
have  received  from  any  other  nation.  The  pay  allowed  lliem  for  their 
sobsistence  has  been  very  punctually  sent :  their  effects  were  all  safely 
returned  to  them,  though  it  is  clear  that  amongst  them  was  money  which 
they  took  when  they  first  entered  this  country.  They  were  sutiVred 
to  be  in  a  state  of  liberty,  which  they  did  not  know  how  to  value,  and 
the  bad  results  from  our  lenity  are  manifest.  It  became  i>bsolutely 
necessary  to'remove  thorn  from  this  city,  as  their  conduct  was  very  im- 
proper; but  every  accommodation  and  assistance  in  our  power  was 
allowed  them.  The  Major-Gencral  was  sent  to  Luxan,  at  a  small 
distance  from  this  capital,  with  seven  or  eight  other  c>fticers  of  his  own 
choosing,  and  he  employed  himself  at  that  place  us  he  had  done  in 
this  city.  He  was  constantly  endeavouring  to  seduce,  by  artifice  and 
dissimulation,  all  those  with  whom  he  conversed,  encouraging  insub- 
ordination and  independence,  though  without  efi'eet.  Ihis  was  the 
motive  for  removing  him  and  the  other  officers  to  a  more  distant  place; 
but  our  attention  on  the  occasion  was  so  great,  that  to  renwve  from 
Luxan  eight  officers,  including  thcMajor-General,  two  thousand  dollars  • 
were  expended,  and  a  great  part  of  this  sum  was  for  the  convenience 
and  accommodation  of  the  latter. 

If  he  had  acquainted  your  Excellencies,  that  since  the  27th  of  June, 
on  which  day  this  city  had  the  misfortune  to  be  taken  possession  of,  he 
suffered  all  the  officers,  who  were  prisoners,  to  live  in  the  greatest  mi- 
scry,  without  allowing?  them  a  single  real ;  if  he  had  informed  you  of 
his  misconduct,  and  had,  as  aii  honest  man  ought  to  have  done,  con- 
fessed what  has  been  explained  with  respect  to  the  good  treatment  he 
and  his  oflicers  experienced,  and  which  from  unquestionable  documents 
will  be  made  evident  to  the  Court  of  Europe,  there  is  no  doubt  but 
that  your  Excellencies  would  have  detested  his  conduct,  and  that  your 
letter  would  have  been  conceived  in  different  terms. 

It  is  true,  that  one  of  the  officers  at  Luxan  was  killed  by  a  malefac- 
tor, of  which  there  are  abundance  in  all  countries;  but  this  misfor- 
tune ought  to  be  attributed  to  the  imprudence  of  the  officers  them- 
selves, who  left  their  places  of  residence  without  taking  their  arms, 
which  had  been  generously  given  them  for  their  protection.  But  thie 
Major-General  cannot  deny  how  nmeh  we  felti  and  how  anxious  we 
were  to  discover  and  punish  the  delinquent:  nor  can  he  deny  that,  in 
consequence,  more  soldiers  were  sent  to  protect  the  oflicerh' persons 
from  every  insult.  It  became,  however,  necessary,  that  they  should 
be  removed  further  into  tiie  country. 

The  ofler  your  Excellencies  now  make  us  of  our  laws,  religion,  and' 
property,  under  the  protection  of  the  English  liovernment,   is  con- 
•^  formable  to  the  conduct  held  by  Major-Cicneral  B<»resford ;    it  is  an' 
oOence  against  tiie  iii^h  honour  of  our  nation,  and  we  understand  it 
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as  such.    Spaniards  only  value  their  property  and  their  UTe8>  that  tliey 
may  employ  them  in  the  service  of  their  king. 

The  people  of  Buenos  Ayres  are  the  most  faithful  to  their  sovereign 
of  any  who  acknowledge  hjs  dominion,  and  feel  themselves  happy  to 
be  under  it,  and  anxious  to  sacrifice  every  thing  in  proof  of  their  loy- 
alty. 

The  numerous  troops  which  we  have  here,  are  prepared  and  dis- 
posed to  make  the  most  vigorous  defence,  and  the  premature  proposals 
v-Ith  which  your  Excellencies  have  endeavoured  to  ripen  their  love  for 
their  king,  have  produced  no  other  effect  than  that  of  indignation^ 
which  will  impress  every  one  with  the  energy  to  resist  any  attempt  to 
destroy  their  happiness. 

Lastly,  we  must  not  omit  mentioning  to  your  Excellencies,  that  it 
would  be  conformable  to  the  decorum  of  the  British  nation,  if  Major- 
General  Beresford  and  Colonel  Pack  return  to  their  prison  of  honour, 
and  on  which  point  the  requisite  reclamation  will  be  made  by  the  Ge- 
neral Santiago  Liniers,  with  whom  your  Excellencies  will  communi- 
cate in  all  war  matters,  he  being  lawfully  authorized  to  treat  thereon. 
God  preserve  your  Excellencies  many  years. 

(Signed)  L.  M.  F.  T.  Y  ARBERO  DE  ANGOTIGNE 

JUAN  BAZO  Y  BERRY. 
JOSEPH  MARQUEZ  DE  LA  PLATA. 
MANUEL  DE  PELARRO. 
MANUEL  Dfe  VILLOTA. 
ANTONIO  CASPE. 
Y.  RODRIQUEZ. 

Letter  from  General  Liniers  to  Admiral  Stirling  and  Sir  Samnei 

Achmuty. 
Sirs,  Buenos  Ayres,  March  2d,  1807. 

T  AM  very  sony  that  the  first  time  I  have  the  honour  to  write  to  your 
P^xcellencies,  is  on  the  unpleasant  subject  of  complaining  of  proceed- 
ings of  officers  of  your  nation.  Major-General  Beresford  and  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Pack,  of  the  7 1st  regiment,  forgetting  every  sentiment  of 
honour,  and  in  violation  of  their  word,  and  the  oath  which  they  had 
taken  on  the  (ith  of  September  last,  have  absconded,  and  the  first  with 
the  infamy  of  having  fomented  an  insurrection  in  this  county,  where 
the  greatest  part  of  his  vile  accomplices,  now  under  the  lash  of  the 
law,  will  soon  pay  for  their  horrid  crime. 

This  violation  u£  public  faith,  and  the  law  of  nations,  has,  however, 
only  increased  the  enthusiasm  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  ever 
ready  and  disposed  to  bury  themselves  under  the  ruins  of  their  edifices, 
sooner  than  give  themselves  up  to  any  other  dominion  than  that  of  their 
lawful  sovereign. 

The  pretext  which  ]Mr.  Beresford  makes  use  of,  in  alleging  that 
there  was  a  pretended  capitulation,  your  Excellencies  will  see  by  the 
enclos*  d  prints,  is  without  foundation,  and  it  only  remains  with  me, 
conformably  to  the  liws  of  war,  to  reclaim  those  two  prisoners;  and  I 
trust  to  your  integrity  tliat  you  will  ord^r  them  to  be  given  up :  at  all 
evenLs  1  fulfil  my  <luty  in  reclaiming  theni,  and  the  military  world  will 
decide  on  which  side  justice  is. 

1  do  liot  atuiwiir  Mr.  Beresfurd,  fii6t  having  any  thing  to  add  to  what 
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I  iMir  cxpreas  to  your  Exoeliencies ;  and  I  have  only  fiirther  to  ob« 
server  that  the  determination  of  the  people,  as  has  been  represented  by 
their  magistrates,  is  irrevocable :  they  are  resolved  to  defend  them- 
selves to  the  last  extremity,  and  prepared  to  make  their  defence  me- 
morable. * 

Your  Excellencies  will,  therefore,  avoid  making  any  further  ofFers ; 
for  be  assured,  that  no  answer  will  be  returned,  and  that  nothing  but 
force  can  decide  our  fate. 

God  preserve  your  Excellencies  many  years. 

(Signed)  SANTIAGO  UNIERS. 

To  their  Excellencies  Sir  C.  Stirling 
and  Sir  S»  Achmuty. 


Letter  from  the  Cabildo  a^  Buenos  Ayres  to  Admiral  Stirling  and  Sir 

Samuel  Achmuty. 

Bnenos  Ayres,  March  2d,  1 807. 

Although  the  pretext  for  menacing  this  city  which  you  make  use  of 
in  your  letter  to  our  Governor,  dated  the  26th  of  the  last  month,  and  of 
which  you  transmit  a  copy  to  the  Cabildo  for  their  information,  was 
well  founded  (which  certainly  is  not  the  fact)  the  humanity  shown  by 
us  towards  the  prisoners  taken  under  the  command  of  Major-General 
Beresford,  was  not  inferior  to  that  which  you  displayed  towards  those 
taken  at  the  capture  of  Monte  Video.  If  we  take  a  retrospective  view 
of  the  origin  of  the  present  war;  if  we  reflect  on  the  capture  whhch  took 
place  during  the  profound  peace,  and  almost  in  the  sight  of  Cadiz,  in  the 
year  1 804,  of  four  frigates  which  sailed  from  home  filled  with  passen* 
gers  and  property,  certainly  this  is  a  motive  sufficient  why  we  should 
not  look  on  your  nation  with  the  same  consideration  that  the  other  civil- 
ized European  nations  merit.  It  was  an  act  so  atrocious,  tha*  history,  ^ 
perhap,  furnishes  nothing  similar  with,  and  this  opinion  the  best  inten- 
tioned  of  your  countrymen  have  avowed. 

The  pretended  capitulation  which  Major-General  Beresford  is  dis- 
posed to  profit  by,  was  in  fact  no  capitulation  at  all.  It  was  a  secret 
agreement  drawn  up  in  order  to  excuse  him  to  his  own  government. 
Our  general  has  notified  this  to  him  in  a  public  document,  and  the  Ma- 
jor-General  cannot  deny  that  he  surrendered  at  discretion,  in  sight  of  the 
whole  population  of  this  city ;  nor  did  he  ever  attempt  to  avail  himself 
with  us,  of  this  supposed  capitulation,  in  order  to  prevent  his  troops 
from  being  sent  into  the  interior.  It  is  false  that  no  assistance  was  given 
to  the  prisoners,  and  that  they  have  been  treated  with  cruelty ;  this  a 
pretext  of  M^jor-General  Beresford  to  cover  the  ignominy  of  his  flight. 
He  allects  to  forget  the  inhumanity  which  he  practised  t^mards  hin  pri- 
soners>  denying  them  %very  assistance  and  succour  unless  they  would 
consent  to  go  to  England,  tt.ough  many  of  them  were  invalids,  and  most, 
of  them  had  wives  and  families.  Notwithstanding  this  we  treated  all 
the  prisoners,  and  particularly  Major-General  Beresford  himself,  with 
every  degree  of  decorum,  urbanity,  and  generosity^  ^id  ue  arc  per- 
suaded that  he  was  as  comfortable  as  he  could  have  bueN  in  his  own 
country.  Under  tliis  supposition,  the  truth  of  which  cannot  be,d'oubt- 
edy  surely  you  have  no  right  or  just  cause  to  menace  this  cily  as  you 
have  done,  nor  have  we  any  motive  whatever  to  be  unfaithful  to  the 
most  amiable  of  sovereigns ;  and  we  are  prepared  to  spill  the  last  drop 
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of  our  blood  to  prore  to  the  world  that  we  are  good  subjects  and  (rue 
Spaniards,  and  that  wo  are  lovers  of  humanity,  even  towards  those  who 
off  Cape  St.  jVIary,  violated  it  in  the  manner  witnessed  by  the  whole 
universe. 

God  presene  vou  many  years. 

(Signed)  ^AIAiiTIX  DE  MZAOA. 

flSTW AR  VILLAIRCUBA. 

IVIANUEL  MANCILLA. 

ANTONIO  BIXAN. 

MANUEL  DE  ARTIZ  DE  BASNALDO. 

IMIGUrX  FERNANDIO  DE  AQUERA. 

JOSEPH  ANTONIO  CAPACOILLA. 

JUAN  BANT.  DE  GUCARTE. 

MAR IIN  DE  MONASTERIO. 

BONITO  DE  YGEIZIAS. 
To  their  Honours  Admiral  Stirling 
and  General  Acluuuty. 

Thefolloiving  General  Orders  uere  next  ?rad : 

Head  Quarters,  Monte  Video, 
May  18,  1S07. 
Such  horses  of  the  artillery  and  dragoons  as  Brigadier-General  Lum- 
ley  may  point  out  will,  until  further  orders,  be  fed  at  eight  lbs.  of 
Indian  corn  per  day,  if  shaken  out  of  the  husk,  or  thirteen  of  hay  or 
pasto,  which  they  may  receive.  The  Deputy  Commissary  Geaeral  wiB 
funiish  such  a  propotion  of  salt  as  commanding  officers  of  cavalry  re- 
giments may  require,  under  the  sanction  of  Brigadier-General  Lumley, 
for  the  troops  horses.  The  General  Court  Martial,  of  w^hich  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Sir  Edward  Butler  is  president,  will  assemble  to-morrow  morn- 
ing at  ten  o'clock,  in  the  officers*  mess-room  of  the  87tli  regiment. 


Head  Quarters,  Monte  Video, 
May  21,  1807. 
The  working  parties  will,  till  furthers  orders,  consist  of  one  subalt- 
ern, one  Serjeant,  one  corporal,  one  drummer,  and  twenty  men.  Thf 
Commander  of  the  Forces,  in  consideration  of  the  more  material  service 
which  he  trusts,  in  a  few  days,  the  army  will  be  employed  in,  thinks  it 
advisable  to  lessen  the  number  of  men  employed  upon  the  works, 
with  a  view  of  giving  commanding  oflricera  the  greater  facility  in  bring- 
ing forward  their  respective  regiments  in  stn^ngth  and  discipline,  and  it 
is  to  be  clearly  understood  by  all  ranks  of  persons^  that,  at  a  period  like 
the  present,  drunkenness  must  be  considered  aTrime  of  the  blacktft 
nature,  inasmuch  as  it  decidedly  renders  an  army  unfit  for  service  ar  a 
time  when  thoughts  and  deeds  should  equally  contribute  to  the  honour 
and  welfare  of  our  king  and  country.  The  Commander  of  the  Forces, 
therefore,  hopes  it  will  be  clearly  understood,  that  he  expects  every 
possible  zeal  on  the  part  of  officers  to  prevent,  and  thereby  to  rendt-r 
punishment  unnecessary  for  this  crime;  and  promises,  that  incorriffible 
subjects,  after  this  admonition,  are  not  to  look  for  mercy  ;  for  tlic  brutal 
dnmkenness,  which  at  this  moment  dii^graces  the  army,  must  and  shall 
be  checked. 
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Head  Quarters,  Monte  Video, 
May  25,  1807. 

From  the  state  of  the  country,  fromwhcncc  a  greater  supply  of  horseSy 
for  the  use  of  the  cavalry  were  expected,  there  is  a  deficiency  in  mount- 
ing a  sufficient  number  of  men  of  tlie  horse  artillery  and  cavalry  for 
the  service  upon  which  the  army  is  about  to  be  eipployod ;  and  as  the 
General  Officers  and  Staff,  from  the  difficulty  of  procuring  sufficient 
tonnage,  also  are  obliged  to  confine  themselves  to  a  single  horse,  none 
others  can  of  course  be  taken.  The. Commander  of  the  Forces,  there- 
fore, trusts  to  the  liberality  of  officers  to  preserve  their  horses  for  the 
public  use,  and  promises,  that  a  fair  remuneration  shall  bt^  made  for 
them,  and  in  the  mean  time  a  ration  shall  b(»  allowed  for  each  horse, 
so  as  to  accommodate  officers  with  respect  to  the  expense ;  and  it  is  in- 
tended also  to  allow  them  the  use  of  their  horses  till  the  moment  the 
public  service  requires  them. 

Estimates  to  be  sent  in  to  the  Paymaster-General  to  the  24th  instant, 
(or  the  pay  of  the  army. 

Head  Quarters,  Monte  Video, 
May  31,  1807. 

Conjmanding  Officers  of  cavalry  regiments  having  now  received  an 
l^uthority  to  recruit  horses,  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  has  no  doubt 
that  the  utmost  exertion  will  be  used  on  their  parts,  and  that  of  the  of- 
ficers under  their  command,  towards  rendering  this  nect»ssary  branch 
of  the  army  efficient,  and  capable  of  sustaining  the  service  that  may  be 
required  of  it  for  the  attaining  of  these  objects.  It  is  essential,  that  the 
same  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  stable  arrangements  that  lias  been 
usual  in  England.  The  commanding  officers  of  regiments  are  required 
to  give  in  to  Brigadier-General  Lumley  a  weekly  report  of  tiie  state  of 
the  horses,  specifying  sheir  progressive  improvement,  in  order  that  the 
fame  may  be  submitted  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces. 

The  Commander  of  the  Forces  calls  the  attention  of  the  commanding 
officers  of  regiments  to  the  order  of  the  i7th  instant,  and  desires  that 
no  soldier  may  be  seen  with  linen  pantaloons  without  flannel  under 
Uiem. 

Head  Quarters,  Monte  Video, 
June  6,  1807. 
In  consequence  of  the  excessive  duty  and  bad  appearance  of  the  men 
appointed  pioneers,  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  directs,  that  no  par- 
ticular class  of  men  are  in  future  employed  exclusive  to  that  duty,  but 
that  it  shall  be  retained  as  a  punishment  for  small  regimenuil  delinquen- 
cies ;  from  which  source  should  not  a  bufficient  number  of  men  be  de- 
rived, the  rest  arc  to  be  daily  furnished  to  the  quarter-master  according 
%o  the  rota  for  fatigue  duty. 

The  following  horses  will  be  allowed  to  embark : 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  and  staff     --.---.-ig 

Major-General,  and  staff    -----------g 

Officers  commanding  brigades,  and  staff   -------4 

Deputy-Adjutant-General,  and  staff    ---.----6 

Dcputy-Qudrter-Master-General,  and  staff   ------    (f 
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Dcptity-Ccmimissary-Gcneral,  and  staff    ----.--6 

Medical  staff 10 

Commanding  Officers  of  regiments,  each    -•-.--     -     l 

The  horses  of  officers  commanding  regiments,  and  the  medical  staff, 
will  Ih*  at  the  Mole  at  seven  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  ready  forem- 
barkatiAii ;  and  such  horses  as  can  be  spared  by  the  other  officers  or  de< 
purtmcnts. 

Head  Quarters,  Monte  Video, 
Juno  11,  1807- 
The  Commander  of  the  Forct^  is  extremely  desirous,  that  the  baggage 
of  the  army  should  be  so  far  reduced  in  quantity,  as  to  enable  raiments 
(M  move  with  the  greatest  possible  facility.  A  board  of  general  and 
field  oflicers  will  therefore  assemble  at  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning, 
to  consider  and  report  upon  the  precise  quantity  of  baggage  which  may 
fairly  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  public,  and  a bt^olutely  necessary 
ft)  the  wants  of  the  service  in  which  we  are  engaged.  The  Board  to  cou- 
^st  vi  the  following  officers  : 

Major-General  Lrvison  Gower,  President, 

Brigadier- General  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty. 

Brigadier-General  Lumlcy. 

Colonel  Browne. 

Colonel  Mahon. 

l.ieui«nant-Colonel  Lloyd. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Sir  Edward  Butler. 

It  is  to  be  understood,  that  the  regulations  in  this  respect,  by  which 
regiments  were  governed  in  England,  can  have  no  reference  to  what  the 
p\jblic  sirvice  of  the  country  may  require;  for  it  cannot  be  expected 
ihat,  upon  the  sudden  move  of  a  regiment,  the  Commander  of  the 
Eoicos  is  to  become  the  store-keeper  of  its  baggage  ;  and  a  moment's 
consideration  will  be  sufficient  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  officers  the 
sense  and  proprit  ty  of  assimilating  our  wants,  as  well  as  our  actions,  to 
the  nature  of  the  service  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

The  Commander  of  the  Forces  holds  commanding  officers  of  regi- 
ments responsible  for  the  most  exact  compliance  with  the  general  orders 
of  the  3d  instant,  which  forbids  the  use  of  boxes  for  individual  non- 
commissioned oflicers  and  soldiers. 


Letter  from  Major-Gen.  Gower  to  Lieut. -Gen.  Whitelocke. 

Heights  ab#ye  Barragon, 
Sir,  June  28th,  1807. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  advance  of  the  array 
on  the  hei<<lus,  after  a  most  fatiguing  march  of  five  miles,  through  deep 
swamps,  which  a  little  more  rain  would  certainly  render  impassable.  I 
have  occupied  four  estancias  along  the  breast  of  the  hill,  in  the  follow- 
ing order,  from  the  left. 

.38ih,  87th  light  battalions,  95th. 
There  will  he  little  rover  for  the  men  ;  but  wood  to  make  them  ali 
fires ;  and  we  shall  be  able  to  get  them  some  beef  to  broil. 
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The  master  of  one  estancia  is  here,  who  left  Baenos  Ay  res  yesterdav ; 
he  says,  all  the  force  is  concentrated  in  the  town  with  an  advanced  post 
of  200  men  at  Quilmes ;  he  describes  their  number  as  6000,  variously 
•armed. 

When  they  can  get  up  some  spirits  would  be  acceptable. 

J  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
Lieut-Gen.  Whitelocke  •        J.  LEVISON  GO\VER. 

I  must  apologize  for  my  paper ;  Captain  Maxwell  is  gone  away  with 
mine,  giving  orders.  J.  L.  G. 

Latter  from  Major-Gen.  Gower  to  Lieut.-Col.  Torrens. 

Heights  above  Barragon,  2[nh  June,  1807. 
Sir,  half  past  10,  A.  M. 

I  have  the  honour  to  state  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Com«- 
mandcr  in  Chief,  that  I  will  keep  the  advance  ready  to  move,  whenever 
lie  may  arrive  with  the  rest  of  the  army  on  the  heights,  on  the  road  to 
the  westward,  as  there  appear  to  be  some  estancias  in  that  direction, 
which  proniisr  to  aHord  some  cover.  There  are  bullocks  in  this  neigh- 
bourhooil ;  but  I  have  no  Lassomcn;  if  we  can  shoot  any  near,  'that 
they  can  be  applied  to  the'  use  of  the  army,  it  shall  be  done. 

The  houses  adord  but  little  means  of  cooking;  so  little,  indeed,  as 
not  to  afUct  llie  men  generally. 

I  believe  it  will  be  impossible  to  supply  the  troops  with  meat  in  such 
a  way  (without  the  assistance  of  the  Commissary)  as  to  save  the  meat. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
Lieut..Col.  Torrens,  J.  LEVISON  GOWER, 

&c.  &c.  &c.  Major-General. 

»  

Letter  from  Major -Gen.  (Jower  to  Lieut.-Col.  Toncns. 

Three  quarters  past  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Estancith  a  Don  Rodriguez,  June  30th,  1 807. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  you  for  the  information  of  the  Cont' 
mander  in  Chief,  that  I  have  found  it  impossible  to  make  the  advance  I 
expected  to  be  able  to  accomplish  when  I  left  you ;  I  have  been  actu* 
ated  by  three  reasons,  1st,  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  2dly,  the  fatigued 
state  of  the  men,  having  no  spirits  to  give  them,  Sdly,  there  having  ap* 
peared  in  front  of  the  advanced  rifle  post,  live  Spanish  officers  dressed 
alike,  by  which  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  a  force  is  in  my  front,  and 
I  would  rather  the  men  should  meet  it  to-morrow  morning  when  fresh^ 
and  supplied  with  a  good  supper,  which,  I  hope  we  shall  accomplish  for 
them  from  the  bullocks.  I  have  decided,  therefore,  for  the  night  to  oc 
cupy  posts  in  your  front ;  and  will  march,  if  it  meets  with  General 
Whitclocke's  approbation,  to-morrow  morning  at  eight  o'clock  for  Re- 
duction, with  Brigadier-General  Craufnrd's  brigade,  30th,  68th  r>|i- 
ments,  fonr  3,  and  four  6-pounders. 

If  the  General  approves  of  this,  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  send  the 
escort  as  proposed  at  eight  o'clock  to-morrow. 

I  await  his  orders  at  the  post  of  the  36th  regiment. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
Lieut  Col.  Torrens,  J.  LEVISON  GOWER, 

&c.  kc.  &c.  JMajor-Geueral. 
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Letter  from  IVtajor-Geheral  Gower  to  Lietiteniint-Colonel  Torrens. 

Heights  above  theChuello,  July  1, 1807. 
Sir,  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

I  havo  the  honour  ]|to  report  to  you  that  the  advanced  corps  hare 
arrived  on  the  iieii^hts  between  the  vibage  of  Reduction  and  the  bridge 
over  the  Chuello,  and  that  it  is  now  seven  milrs  from  the  bridge  over 
the  Chuello.  i  shall  continue  to  advance  and  get  close  down  to  the 
riverside  immeiliately ;  and,  if  I  can,  get  over  it,  or  at  least  aacertain 
the  possibility  of  doing  it. 

There  is  tlie  appearance  of  the  remains  of  a  camp  and  work  at  Re- 
duction ;  but  the  enemy  made  so  faint  a  resistance,  that  we  have  lost  no 
men. 

I  see  nothing  that  can  stop  us,  and  if  we  cannot  be  supplied  from 
our  own,  I  hope  the  rapidity  of  our  advance  will  put  some  of  the  enemy '« 
Mores  into  our  possession. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 
Lieut.Col.  Torrens,  J.  Ll^VLSON  GOWER, 

&c.  &c.  &c.  Major-General. 

Haviii"  submitted  to  the  commandant  of  the  forces  your  note  of  this 
date,  1  am  directed  to  ac([ijaint  you,  that  he  will  await  here  further  in- 
formation from  you  to  regulate  his  futwre  movements. 

Heights  above  the  Clniello,  July  1, 1807, 
Sir,  5  o'clock. 

I  })ave  the  honour  to  represent  to  you,,  that  since  I  wrote  ray  former 
report,  I  have  discovered  that  the  ground  between  my  present  position 

and  the  Chuello  is  very  damp;  and,  therefore,  apprehensive  that  the 
heiihh  of  the  men  n)is:;ht  sulUr,  if  kept  all  niLrlit  on  without  liring,  I 
have  determined  to  remain  in  my  present  position  till  I  receive  your 
further  ciders. 

Vv'e  coiimiatul  a!l  Uie  ground  to  the  e:ist  of  the  Chuello,  and  are  very 
well  posted.  l\vo  ships  are  on  fiic  in  the  roads,  .;oine  more  are  moving 
into  the  Chuello;  the  bridge  over  the  <'hne!lo  appears  to  be  on  fire.  A 
few  mouiiH^i  men  are  in  my  front,  but  I  have  iwt  yet  seen  any  force  of 
any  consequenc . . 

I  have  t!ic  honour  to  be, 

K?ir,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 
Lieut.-Col.  Torrrns,  J.  LEVJSON  GOWER, 

&c.^.c.  kc.  Major-General. 

I  have  kept  suflicient  sheep  to  supply  both  my  brigades. 

J.    Li.    G. 


Heights  above  the  Chuello, 
^-■'      Sir,  July  2d,  1807. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  you,  for  the  information  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Whitelncke,  that  I  propose  to  march  at  nine  o'clock  precisely, 
from  my  lefr.  v  i»li  riie  intenii<Miof  keer  inu  the  hipjh  ground  on  this  side 
of  tlie  Chuello,  till  1  cnn  either  fmd  a  ford  which  is  certainly  practica- 
ble, or  turn  the  Leatl  of  the  river. 

I  have  been  induced  to  do  this,  I'^ecauje  the  bridge  is  probably  burnt, 
and  the  certainty  of  xVwt  CjVjcjv.Ws'^  i>^  \.Vvft  ^-as^  q(  CIvvcq  being  very 
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doubtful ;  sh^W  the  latter  prove, bad  on  experiment,  I  should  have  (o 
increase  my  distance  considerably ;  and  from  the  swampy  appearance 
of  the  ground,  a  few  yards  from  this  bank  of  the  Chuello,  be  obliged 
to  march  with  the  flank  of  my  column  exposed  to  the  cannonade  from 
the  opposite  bank.  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  6cc, 

JLieut.  Col.  Torrcns,  J.  LEVISON  GOWER, 

&c.  &c.  &c.  Major-Gcneral. 

Sir,  Coral  de  Masserala,  July  2,  1807. 

I  had  the  honour  to  report  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Com* 
mander  of  the  forces,  that  the  a<lvanced  corps  of  the  army  now  occupy 
apposition,  the  centre  of  which  is  acrobs  the  prolongation  of  the  centre 
street  of  Buenos  Ayres.  I  have  taken  most  of  the  cattle  intended  for 
the  consumption  of  the  city  for  this  day,  and  occupy  the  principal  coral. 
I  have  secured  20,000  lbs.  of  biscuit,  and  my  corps  is  fully  supplied 
with  it;  spirits  I  am  searching  for,  and  I  have  hopes  that  I  shall  be  able 
to  procure  some;  to  what  extent  I  do  not  yet  know.  I  sent  to  Report 
to  you,  yesterday  eveninp;,  immediati'ly  after  the  action,  in  which  I 
stated,  we  had  taken  eight  pieces  of  cannon,  I  now  find  it  increased  to 
ten,  many  prisoners,  and  a  great  quaniity  of  arms  and  ammunition. 
General  Liniers  and  Colonel  Ellio  were  both  present.  Supposing  that  a 
considerable  impression  may  have  been  made  by  so  complete  a  defeat  as 
this  considerable  portion  of  their  force  has  sustained,  I  have  sent  in  a 
suramoas  to  General  Liniers,  at  first  verbally  only,  to  discover  how  they 
appeared  to  feel  in  the  town.  Colonel  Ellio  met  Brigade-Major 
Iloache,  who  went  with  the  iiag,  and  requested  that  they  might  receive 
a  written  proposal.  I  have  now,  therefore,  sent  one,  founded  on  the  in- 
structions I  received  yesterday,  by  Colonel  Bourke. 

I  believe  it  will  not  be  difiicult  to,  nearly  if  not  entirely,  invest  the 
town  by  placing  about  1000  on  my  right  towards  the  Chuello,  and  all 
the  rest  on  my  left  towards  the  Koc«>llatii,  having  that  in  the  rear.  The 
centre  of  the  town  makes  asalitnt  angle,  it  appears  to  me,  therefore, 
that  our  centre  should  be  a  little  refused,  and  our  flanks  thrown  for- 
ward, as  the  right  will  be  rested  on  the  Chuello,  and  the  left  secure<l  by 
the  Plata;  but  this  of  course  must  be  regulated  by  the  better  judge- 
ment of  the  Commander  of  the  forces. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec, 

Lieut.-Col.  Torrens,  J.  LEVISON  GOWER, 

&c.  &c.  &c.  Major-General. 

I  was'so  surrounded  both  on  mymarcli,and  when  here  last  night, by  strong 
mounted  parties  of  the  enemy  that  I  could  only  communicate  with  you 
by  liberating  a  Portuguese  prisoner,  and  promising  a  reward  on  the  deli- 
very of  the  letter;  this,  ill  as  I  can  air'ord  it,  I  must  send  under  the  pro- 
tection of  a  large  portion  of  a  light  company;  I  have  not  yet  collectecfS^^ 
my  returns,  I  believe  eight  ofiicers  are  wanted,  J.  L.  G. 

Sir,  King's  House,  2d  March,  17^4. 

Having  alwaysjin  view  the  attack  on  Purt-au-Prince  (now  the  capital 

of  the  west  and  southern  provinces),  it  was  judged  necessary  that  the 

post 'at   L'Acul,  about  six   miles  in^m  Leogane,  at  the  extremity  of 

the  plain  of  Leogune,  should  be  lirst  taken.    From  this  post  the  brigands 


freqoetitly  mftdc  their  excunioos  into  the  plaih  and  bOQit  the  plants* 
tions,  and  it  waa  intended  that  (had  any  expedition  been  undertaken 
against  Port-au-Prince  without  tnking  Fort  L'Acul)  they  were  to  have 
harasbcd  the  rear  of  our  troops,  and  attacked  the  tov^n  ot'Leogaoey  and 
destroyed  tlic  remainder  of  the  plantations. 

lieuionHnt-Colonel  Whitelocke  therefore  made  a  very  proper  disptat- 
tion  of  his  troiips,  and  on  the  night  of  the  18th,  detaxrhed  two  hundred 
colonial  troops  with  one  field-piece  and  some  'of  the  British  artillery, 
under  the  command  of  Baron  Montalcmbert,  who  1  beg  particularly  to 
mention  to  you  as  a  gallant,  zealous,  good  officer :  they  were  embarked 
on  board  two  transports,  and  were  to  land  at  five  o'clock  the  next 
morning.  * 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Whitelocke  marched  at  four  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  ipth  with  the  flank  companies,  artillery,  two  howitzers, 
and  two  field-pieces,  and  about  fifty  of  the  colonial  troi>ps  of  all 
colours. 

Captain  Vincent,  with  the  fiank  company  of  the  49th  and  120th  colo- 
nial troops,  took  a  mountain  rpad  which  led  to  the  opposite  flank  of 
the  fort  upon  which  Baron  Montalcmbert  was  to  commence  his  attack. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Whitelocke  advanced  with  the  main  body  just 
within  cannon  shot  of  the  fort,  to  co-operate  with  the  Baron  and  Captain 
Vincent,  but  from  the  mismanagement  of  one  of  the  transports,  and  au 
unfavourable  wind,  the  troops  could  not  land. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Whitelocke  drew  his  artillery  back  a  little,  which 
the  enemy  perceiving,  a  very  heavy  fire  of  musketry  commenced  from  a 
wood  on  their  right,  which  was  instantly  silenced  by  a  corps  command- 
ed by  Major  Spencer.  All  this  time  four  guns  fired  incessantly  from  the 
fort,  but  fortunately  did  very  little  execution. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Whitelocke  finding  that  ho  could  not  have  any  as- 
sistance from  the  troops  thiit  were  embarked,  determined  at  once  ifi 
storm  the  fort  ;  he  ordered  some  refreshment  for  the  men,  and  sent 
away  the  howitzers. 

About  half  past  four  P.  M.  Major  SpiMiccr  was  orden^d  with  two 
flank  companies  to  join  Captain  Vincent,  to  advance  and  tire  on  the  fort, 
whirl k  he  accordingly  did  to  a  signal  given,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Whitelocke  advanced  in  front,  under  the  fire  of  two  guns  loaded  with 
grape  and  a  heavy  fire  of  mu>ketry:  they  ascended  the  hill,  which  was 
TCiidered  as  difficult  as  possible  by  trees  i)laced  in  all  dinctions,  wallftnt- 
ly  pushed  on  with  their  bayonets,  and  drove  the  enemy  from  their  rank«. 

Many  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and  had  the  corps  under  Baron 
Moiitalembert  been  landed,  not  a  man  would  have  escaped. 

The  garrison  was  sup])oscMl  to  consist  of  about  six  hundred  men,  com- 
manded by  a  white  man  of  the  name  of  D<»  Lisle,  who  had  served  in  the 
late  king's  time,  and  is  said  to  have  murdered,  or  caused  to  be  murderetl, 
near  three  hundred  \vhit<}  persons. 

Lieutenant -("olonel  Whitelocke  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  b<»tli 
officers  and  men,  and  particularly  of  Major  Spencer,  Captain  Smiili  of 
the  roval  artiihrv,  and  Lieutenant  M'Kewanof  the  eui^ineers. 

I  have  the  honour  to  send  herewith  returns  of  store,  and  of  tlie 
k-illed  and  wounded  ;  and  I  have  to  lament  the  death  of  Captain  Mors- 
hrad,  who  gallantly  entend  the  work,   and  was  bloun  up  by  a  quaa- 
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tity  of  combiistible  matter,  which  wa«  set  fire  to  by  one  of  the 
brigands,  who  also  perished  in  the  explosion.  Captain  Morshead  had 
rtceired  a  wound  in  the  body  before,  but  that  did  not  prevent  his 
going  on.  The  attack  was  so  spirited  that  the  garrison  liad  not  time  to 
carry  oil'  any  thing,  and  many  late  lettt- rs  of  Monbrun  and  Santhonax 
were  found,  a  few  extracts  of  which  I  herewith  send  ;  the  originals 
were  sent  to  the  commodore,  who  is  before  Port-au-Prince,  as  they 
relate  to  that  situation. 

Immediately  alLcr  the  capture  of  Fort  L'Acul,  the  parish  of 
Grand  Coave  surrendered  to  the  British  Government;  the  Eng- 
lish colours  were  hoisted,  and  the  inhabitants  took  the  oaths  of  al- 
legiance. 

Fort  L'Acul  was  too  far  from  the  sea,  for  his  Majesty's  squadron  to 
be  of  any  use. 

The  next  object  for  attack  is  Fort  Bizzaton,  about  three  miles  from 
Port-au-Prince,  near  the  sea,  and  against  which  the  navy  can  operate 
with  great  advantage.  Some  measures  were  probably  taken  to  attack 
it  about  the  27th  or  28th  of  last  month. 

By  the  state  of  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wh^telocke,  you  will  perceive.  Sir,  what  we  have  done,  and  are  still  at- 
tempting to  do,  with  a  handful  of  men. 

I  have  heard  nothing  of  the  two  regiments  from  Ireland. 

The  island  of  St.  Domingo,  if  secured  to  Great  Britain,  will,  for  many 
years  to  come,  require  a  considerable  force  to  keep  every  thing  quitt,  at 
least  five  or  six  thousand  men,  and  which  the  island  will  be  very  well 
able  to  pay. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  inform  you  that  his  Majesty's  ship  Convert,  that 
sailed  with  the  homeward-bound  fleet,  the  3d  February,  and  nine  of  the 
merchant  ships,  were  lost  the  8th,  on  the  reefs  olT  the  Grand  Cayman ; 
the  vessels  entirely  gone,  but  only  five  or  six  drunken  fellows  drowned. 
Every  thing  here  remains  quiet. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

A.  WILLIAMSON. 
Rt.  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Dundas  to  Sir 

Adam  Williamson. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  April,  28,  1794. 

On  the  16th  inst.  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive,  and  immediately  to 
lay  before  the  King  your  letter  of  the  2d  of  March  last,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  the  capture  of  Fort  L'Acul,  and  the  surrender  of  the  parish 
of  Goave  to  his  Majesty. 

I  am  to  desire,  that  you  will  not  fail,  on  tins  occasion,  to  signify  t« 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Whitelocke  his  Majesty's  most  perfect  and  entire 
apprabation  of  his  conduct,  and  of  the  gallant  behaviour  of  the  ofl'icers, 
and  the  small  detachment  under  his  command,  in  taking  by  storm  the 
fort  of  L'Acul,  under  the  great  disadvantages  with  which  that  service  was 
performed. 

The  bravery  shown  by  Captain  Morshead,  during  the  action,  is  an 
additional  cause  for  lamenting  the  loss  of  that  officer. 

Thehtgh  character  you  give  of  the  of  the  Baron  de  Montalembert, 
both  as  a  man  and  an  officer,  confirms  the  opinion  I  have  always  con- 
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linued  to  entertain  of  that  gentleman;  and  I  hftve  no  doubt,  if  hii  corps 
had  been  able  to  co-operate  with  Lieutenant- Colonel  Whitelocke,  u 
was  intended,  that  it  would  have  done  itself  great  credit.  I  am  the 
more  anxious  that  the  Baron  should  be  acquainted  with  my  sentiments 
on  this  occasion,  i\s  1  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  suppresnog his 
name  in  publishinj^  your  account  of  this  action^  solely  ^m  an  appre- 
hension that  his  family  connexions,  now  in  France,  might  sufler  by  his 
appearing  actively  employed  in  his  Msyesty's  service. 

I  am,  &c. 
Lieutenant-Governor  Williamson.  HENRY  DUND^iS. 


Extract  from  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Dundas  to 

Brigadier-General  Whyte,  or  the  Officer  commanding  the  troops  t, 

St.  Domingo. 

Sir,  Whitehall,  July  19, 17H 

By  the  Duko  of  Cumberland  packet^  which  arrived  on  the  ISthis- 
stant,  1  was  favoured  with  your  letter  on  the  22d  May,  informing  meot 
your  arrival  at  St.  Domingo,  with  the  force  therein  mentioned;  aod 
that,  af\er  taking  the  necessary  measures  for  the  security  of  Tiburooo 
Bay  and  Cape  Nicola  Mole,  you  had  re-embarked  with  a  part  of  the 
force  under  your  command,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  Port-a»- 
Prince. 

This  morning  Lieutenant^Colonel  Whitelockc  brought  me  your  Iftte 
of  the  8th  last  month,  by  which  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  £nd  that  you 
have  had  the  good  fortune  to  succeed  in  the  reduction  of  that  important 
place.  I  have  laid  both  your  letters  before  the  King,  and  I  ha\^  it  n 
command  from  his  Majesty  to  signify  to  you  his  Majesty's  gndoia 
and  full  approbation  of  your  proceedings,  and  of  the  gallant  behaviour 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Whitelockc,  Major  Spencer,  and  the  rest  of  the 
oflicers  and  men  who  were  employed  on  this  occasion.      I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 
Brigadier-General  Whyie.  IIENRV  DUNDAS. 


My  dear  General,  Portsmouth,  Dec.  15,  ISO/. 

It  grieves  me  more  seriously  than  I  can  j>o5sibly  describe,  to  thin* 
that  7/ou  should  find  it  necessary  for  me  to  give  this  testimony  of  y.'ur 
conduct  during  the  time  I  had  the  pleasure  of  serving  under  you  in  St. 
I)oniini!,o;  but  as  it  is  a  thing  that  you  conceive  expe<lient  and  proft::, 
I  have  great  satisfaction  in  openly  avowing  that  your  conduct,  duriLC 
the  time  wc  served  together,  was  what  I  always  admired,  and  what  1 
thought  showed  de«ision,  judgement,  and  proi>er  tirm  conduct  in  tb* 
field. 

In  saying  this,  I  beg  leave  to  recal  to  your  recollection  the  acknovr- 
ledgemenf  the  ofticer^  of  the  13th  regiment,  and  myself,  tciok  thchbeny 
of  making,  by  addressing  you  in  a  letter  of  thanks,  expri*ssing  every  thii^ 
which  was  handsomt*,  and  becoming  for  almost  any  officer  to  receive, 
and  their  great  regret  at  your  leaving  St.  Doming<i. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  General, 

Yours,  very  faithfully  and  sincerelv, 
(Signed)  H.  SPENCER. 

I  .icutenant-Ge«\eva.l  Whitelockc. 


6t 

Sir,  Port-au-Prince,  June  S,  1794-. 

Being  favoured  with  your  letter,  expressing  your  thanks  for  the  con* 
duct  of  the  officers  who  served  under  your  command  in  St.  Domingo^ 

We  return  you  our  warm  and  cordial  thanks  for  the  handsome  man* 
ner  in  which  you  have  expressed  your  approbation  of  our  conduct,  and 
with  real  esteem  and  sincerity  beg  leave  to  express  our  feelings  on  the 
present  occasion. 

We  congratulate  you,  Sir,  upon  the  possession  of  so  valuable  a  colony 
with  so  little  loss ;  and,  considering  the  smallness  of  the  force,  the  una* 
voidable  sickness  of  the  troops,  the  number  of  places  to  be  defended) 
and  the  enemies  of  all  kinds  to  be  encountered,  we  can  ascribe  our  suc-> 
cess  to  your  conduct  and  vigilance  alone ;  and  sorry  as  we  are  to  lose 
you,  we  entertain  a  hope,  that  your  active  and  zealous  services  in  this 
country  will  meet  with  the  reward  they  merit,  and  we  are  convinced 
will  br  honoured  with  his  Majesty's  approbation. 

We  have  only  one  more  word  to  add,— that,  as  we  have  already  served 
with  unanimity  and  confidence  of  success  hitherto,  we  trust  that  here^ 
after  we  may  meet  again,  and  again  succeed  under  the  command  of  an 
officer,  who  carries  with  him  such  universal  approbation,  and  so  well* 
earned  applause. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

(In  the  name  of  the  Army  that  served  under  your  command  in 

St.  Domingo) 
Your  obliged  and  very  humble  servant, 
(Signed)     B.  SPENCER,  Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Whitelocke,  &c.  &c. 
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Printed  by  S.  HamUtoii>  Weybridge,  Surry. 
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G£N£RAL  WHITELOCKFS 


GENERAL  ORDERS.    ' 

» 

Iiori4  Guards,  March  fiA,  1808. 

At  a  tiSeneral  Court  Martial  (of  which  Gene- 
ra] the  Right  Hon.  Sir  William  Medows,  K.  B. 
was  President,)  held  by  virtue  of  His  Majesty's 
Special  Warrant  (bearing  date  the  S5th  of 
January,  1808),  at  the  Roy ar  Hospital  at  Chel- 
sea pn  the  28th  of  the  same  month,  and  con- 
tinued by  adjournments  until  the  18th  of  March 
following,  Lieutenant-General  John  Whitelocke 
was  tried  upon  the  following  Charges,  viz. — 
[The  Charges  have  already  appeared  in  the  be-^ 
ginning  qfthfi  Publication.] 

S£NTENCE,~The  Court  Martial  having 

duly  considered  the  Evidence  given 
ia  support  of  the  Charges  against 

;     the     Prisoner,    Lietenant  -  General 
Whitelocke,   his    Defence,  and 


the  Evidence  he  has  adduced,  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  he  is  Guilty  of  the  whole  of  the 
said  Charges,  with  the  exception  of  that 
pari  of  the  SecoadiChfuve  which  ffplfttes^  to 
the  order  that  ^^  the 'Columns  sJumlM  he  un^ 
loaded^  and  that  jno^ring^ghfis^  be  permitted 
an  any  account f''  *-" 

The  Court  are  apXiQUs  that  it  may  be 
distinctly  understood,  that  they  attach  no 
censure  whatever  lo  the:))i«dttition8  taken 
tp  prevent  unnecessary  firing  during  the 
advance  of  the  troops  to  the  prmKMed 
points  of  attack,  aqd  do  therefore  acquit 
XiieutenantrGeneral  WaiTELocKE  of  that 
part  of  the  said  Chaise. 

The  Court  adjudge,  that  the  MldJjkute^ 
nant^General  Whitelocke  be  Cashiered^  and 
declared  totally  nnjity  and  unworthy  to  serve 
His  Majesty  in  any  Military  Capacity  what'- 
ever: 


The  King  ha^  been   pleased  to  confirm  the 

•  •         •  •  . 

abdve  Sentence,  and  His  Rt>yal  Highness  the 
Conimander^^in'^Chief^  has  received  his  Majesty's 
coTiimands  to  direct,  that  it  shall  be  rtsA  at  the 
head  of  cvSry  Regiment  in  liis  sijrvice^  'and  in- 


serted.  in  aU  regitqeDtal  orderly  baok%  with  a 
view  of  its  becoming  a  Usting  memorial  of  the 
txtal  conaequences  to  which  Officers  expose 
themselves,  who,  in  the  discharge  of  the  im* 
portant  duties  confided  to  them,  are.de%:ient 
in  that  zeal,  judgimenti  and  personal  exertion, 
which  their  Sdver^jgn,  and  their  Country,  have 
a  right  to  expect  from  Officers  entrusted  with 
high  commands. 

To  His  Majesty,  who  has  ever  taken  a  most 
lively  interest  in  the  welfare,  the  honour,  and 
reputation  of  his  Troops,  the  recent  failure  in 
South  America  has  proved  a  subject  of  the 
most  heartfelt  regret ;  but  it  has  been  a  great 
consolation  to  him,-  and  Ui#  Majesty  has  com« 
manded  it  to  be  intimated  to  the  Army,  that, 
after  the  most  minute  investigation,  His  Ma- 
jesty finds  ample  cause  for  gratification,  in  the 
intrepidity  and  good  conduct  displayed  by  his 
Troops,  lately  employed  on  that  service,  and 
particularly  by  those  divisions  of  the  Army, 
which  were  personally  engaged  with  the  ene- 
my in  the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres,  on  the  5th 
of  July,  1807;  And  His  Majesty  entertains  no 
doubt,  that,  had  the  exertions  of  his  Troops  in 
South  America  been  directed  by  the  same  skill 
and  energy,  which  have  so  emineatly  distin- 
guished his  Commanders  in  other  quartcra  of 


the  worldi  the  result  of  the  Campaign  would 
have  proved  equally  glorious  to  themselves^ 
and  benefieial  to  their  Country. 

«      • 

By  command  of  His  Royal  Highpess  the 

Cominander-in-Chief. 

HARRY  CALVERT, 

a  

Maj.  Gen.  and  Adj.  Gea.  of  the  Forcm 


■ .  •    ■,   ■-  . 
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